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S M U C H  AS I L O V E  A M E R IC A , an d  I feel th a t 
A  j / W y  \ love th is n a tio n  far m o re  th a t th o se  w h o  feel co m -

pelled  to  cover th e ir  h o m es an d  bod ies  w ith  th e  stars 
a n d  stripes b u t feel equally  co m p e lled  to  a tte m p t to  silence 
an y o n e  w h o  disagrees w ith  his o r h e r o p in io n , I m u s t len d  
m y  voice to  an  issue th a t  I have co n sid e red  a p ro b le m  as 
long  as I have been  able to  u n d e rs ta n d  it— th e  sa n c tio n e d  
v io la tions th e  sep a ra tio n  o f  c h u rc h  a n d  sta te  in  such  areas as 
th e  P ledge o f  A llegiance, o u r  cu rren cy  an d  o u r  co u rth o u ses . 
A lth o u g h  th e  ph rase  “sep a ra tio n  o f  c h u rc h  a n d  s ta te ” never 
ac tua lly  appears in  th e  C o n s ti tu t io n , th e  F o u n d in g  F athers 
d id  clearly  sta te , “C ongress  shall m ak e  no  law  resp ec tin g  an  
e s tab lish m en t o f  re lig ion , o r p ro h ib it in g  th e  free exercise 
th e r e o f . . .” th u s  c rea tin g  a d is tin c t sep a ra tio n  be tw een  the  
secu lar an d  th e  fa ith -b a sed  aspects o f  o u r  society.

I h ad  always believed  th a t  th is d is tin c t se p a ra tio n  an d  
g u aran tee  o f  relig ious freed o m  w as o n e  o f  th e  reasons 
b e h in d  w h a t I h a d  been  ta u g h t w as o u r  n a tio n a l m o t­
to — E  P lu rib u s  U n u m  (o u t o f  m a n y  o ne). T h a t w o u ld  
m ake  sense, right? T his is, a fte r all, th e  G rea t A m erican  
M e ltin g  Pot, right? U n fo rtu n a te ly , k idd ies, as o f  Ju ly  
30 , 1956 , “In  G o d  W e T ru s t” has been  o u r  n a tio n a l 
m o tto . I t’s also w h en  “u n d e r  G o d ” w as a d d ed  to  th e  
P ledge o f  A llegiance. S o m eh o w  those  w h o  fo llow  th e  
Ju d e o /C h r is t ia n /M u s lim  ideal, th a t  c o n s titu tio n a lly  has 
no  p lace in  o u r  g o v e rn m en t, g o t congress to  a d o p t th is 
u n c o n s titu tio n a l m o tto .

T his is n o t to  say th a t th e  re lig ious does n o t have its 
place. A lth o u g h  I am  n o t a relig ious w o m a n , I believe 
w h o le -h ea rted ly  in  th e  r ig h t to  w o rsh ip  w h ich ev er d e ­
ity, in  w h atev er fash ion  each in d iv id u a l sees fit. T h a t is 
exactly  w h a t m akes th e  sep a ra tio n  o f  c h u rc h  an d  sta te  
so crucial to  o u r  peacefu l coexistence. W ith o u t  it we 
w o u ld  find  ourselves in  a s i tu a tio n  w here  th e  d iffe r­
ences in  b e lie f  s tru c tu re s  w o u ld  o p p o se  each o th e r  an d  
create in ten se  co n flic t as they  v ied  fo r th e ir  p lace in  th e  
relig ious h ierarchy .

O n e  o f  th e  b iggest p ro b lem s is th a t to o  m a n y  p eo p le  
d o n ’t realize th a t  th ere  are re lig ions th a t  d o n ’t fall in to  
th e  Ju d e o /C h ris t ia n /Is la m ic  m o ld . T here  are relig ions 
th a t d o n ’t have a god  th e  w ay  they  do . P erhaps, as is th e  
case in  B u d d h ism , th ey  have n o  god , th ey  fo llow  th e  
teach ings o f  B u d d h a — a m an . O r  m aybe, as is th e  case

in  H in d u is m , th e  d e ity  o r de ities w o rsh ip p e d  is so triv ial to  
th e  fa ith  th a t th e y  have an  o p e n  theology, it is th e  b e lie f  th a t  
w h a t is d o n e  in  o n e  life w ill have a d irec t resu lt o n  th e  n ex t 
th a t  is cen tra l to  th e ir  ideology. M o s t P agan  (a w o rd  th a t 
con ju res  u p  an  u n fa ir  s te reo ty p e  d u e  to  th e  u n fo r tu n a te  de 
fac to  A m erican  re lig ious h ie ra rchy ) re lig ions w o rsh ip  a m ale  
an d  fem ale deity, a t least. A n d  th e n , o f  course  th e re  are A g­
nostics  w h o  are u n su re  o f  w h a t h ig h e r  p o w er th e re  is, i f  any, 
a n d  A the is ts  w h o  believe in  no  d e ity  a t all.

N o w  th a t th e  b r ie f  th eo lo g y  lesson is over, it is c lear th a t 
to  base th e  credo  “In  G o d  W e T ru s t” does n o t  rin g  tru e  fo r 
all A m ericans. W h a t’s m o re , th is  fa ith -b a sed  m o tto  seem s



to  be  a law  e s tab lish in g  re lig ion . Yet, 
w h e n  it w as cha llen g ed , it w as th e  m a n  
w h o  d a red  to  b r in g  u p  th e  m in o r  fact 
th a t  th e  m o tto  is illegal w h o  w as v ili­
fied. In  a d d it io n  to  su ffe ring  
p u b lic  rid icu le , h e  w as all 
b u t  lau g h ed  a t a n d  ig n o red  
b y  th e  S u p rem e  C o u r t . |

Ju s tice  S an d ra  D ay  
O ’C o n n o r  said  th e re  are 
“so m a n y  references to  G o d ” 
in  p u b lic  affairs, n o tin g  “In  G o d  W e 
T ru s t” w as o n  U S c u rren cy  a n d  coins. 
She a d d e d  th a t  th e  S u p rem e  C o u r t  
o p en s all its p u b lic  sessions w ith  th e  
w o rd s, “G o d  save th e  U n ite d  S tates 
an d  th is  h o n o ra b le  C o u r t .” T h is is, 
u n fo r tu n a te ly , tru e . B u t th e  overuse 
o f  “g o d ,” especially  w h ere  it is c o m ­
p le te ly  in a p p ro p r ia te  a n d  illegal is n o t 
g ro u n d s  to  call it legal.

“B esides,” n o te d  Ju s tice  D a v id  S o u t- 
er, even if  th e  w o rd s  “u n d e r  G o d ” re p ­
re sen ted  re lig io n  “ in  ac tu a l p rac tice , 
i t ’s an  a ff irm a tio n  in  th e  m in d se t o f  a 
civic exercise.” H o w  can  it be c o n s id ­
e red  a “civic exercise” to  be c o m p e lled  
to  profess a b e lie f  th a t does n o t  exist in  
o rd e r  to  express p a tr io tism ?

“G o d  is so g eneric  in  th is c o n te x t 
as to  be  a n e u tr a l” exp ression  o f  b e ­
lief, c o n tin u e d  Ju s tice  S te p h e n  Breyer. 
T h a t is s im p ly  n o t  tru e . As I said , n o t 
all b e lie f  s tru c tu re s  have th e  sam e “g o d ” 
c o n c e p t as th e  o n e  th a t  w as leg isla ted . 
T hese ideo log ies n eed  to  be respec ted  
ju s t as m u c h  as th o se  th a t  d o , th u s  d is­
p ro v in g  th e  n e u tra li ty  o f  god .

M ich ae l N ew dow , th e  C a lifo rn ia  
fa th e r w h o  b ro u g h t a case befo re  th e  
S u p rem e  C o u r t  c itin g  th a t  th e  P ledge 
o f  A lleg iance  is u n c o n s t i tu tio n a l in  
Ju n e  o f  2 0 0 4 , said , “I w a n t m y  b e lie f  
system  to  be g iven  th e  sam e w e ig h t” as

th o se  w ith  a p a r tic u la r  re lig ious fa ith . 
H e  said  u sin g  th e  p led g e  as w rit te n  
a m o u n ts  to  h av in g  th e  g o v e rn m e n t tell 
h is d a u g h te r  “h e r fa th e r is w ro n g ” b e ­

cause o f  w h a t h e  believes. Yet, isn ’t 
th a t  exactly  w h a t th e  S u p rem e  

C o u r t  ju s t to ld  her? T h is m a n  
is an  A m erican ; h e  has a c o n ­
s titu tio n a lly  g u a ra n te e d  r ig h t 
to  freed o m  o f  re lig ion . H is  

cho ice  is n o  re lig ion . T h e  S u ­
p re m e  C o u r t  has n o  r ig h t to  tre a t 

h im  d iffe ren tly  th a n  an y  o th e r  li tig a n t 
w h o  en te rs  th e ir  c o u r tro o m . B u t th ey  
clearly  d id .

I f  an  A frican  A m erican  felt th a t  th e  
w o rd in g  o f  a p a rtic u la r  law  w as d is­
c r im in a tin g , (s)he w o u ld  be  h ea rd . I f  
a w o m a n  felt th a t  she w ere th e  v ic tim  
o f  sexual h a ra ssm en t, s im p ly  because

she  o v e rh ea rd  an  o ff-co lo r jo k e , h e r 
case w o u ld  be tak en  seriously. A n d  if  
a h o m o sex u a l co u p le  felt u n p ro te c te d  
by  th e  law  as it s tan d s , s teps w o u ld  be 
ta k e n  to  co rrec t th e  p ro b le m . T hese 
are all p a r t o f  w h a t v \m erica  is a b o u t, 
a n d  I am  ce rta in ly  n o t  say ing  th a t  th is  
sh o u ld  change . B u t th e  r ig h ts  o f  th o se  
w h o se  sp iritu a l p a th s  are in  th e  reli­
g ious m in o r i ty  deserve equa l p ro te c ­
tio n , too . So I w a it th e  d ay  w h e n  I can  
p ro u d ly  s ta n d  u p  a n d  say, “I p led g e  
alleg iance  to  th e  flag o f  th e  U n ite d  
S tates o f  A m erica , a n d  to  th e  rep u b lic  
fo r w h ic h  it  s tan d s , o n e  n a tio n , in d i­
v isib le, w ith  lib e rty  a n d  ju s tic e  fo r all.” 
B ecause u n ti l  th a t  is h o w  it goes, w e 
w ill tru ly  have n e ith e r  lib e rty  n o r  ju s ­
tice  fo r a n y o n e  b u t  C h ris tia n s , C a th o ­
lics, Jew s a n d  M u slim s.

   ■'
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T O  T H E  E D IT O R :
I read  R e q u i e m  F o r  A r a f a t  (2 0 0 5 ,

Issue 2) by  S haw n  F isher w ith  d ism ay  
a n d  disbelief. M r. F isher’s c o m p a r i­
son  o f  Yassir A rafa t, th e  la te  c h a ir­
m an  o f  th e  P a les tin ian  A u th o rity , to  
P res id en t G eo rge  W ash in g to n  is o f­
fensive to  m e  b o th  as an  A m erican  
a n d  as a su p p o r te r  o f  h u m a n  righ ts.
I t is based  o n  ig n o ran ce  an d  m is in ­
fo rm a tio n . O n e  w ith  even a basic 
k now ledge  o f  A m erican  h is to ry  
sh o u ld  k n o w  th a t G eo rge  W a sh in g to n  led  so ld iers 
in  a c o n v en tio n a l w ar aga in s t B ritish  so ld iers in  o rd e r to  gain  
in d ep en d e n ce  after th e  B ritish  w o u ld  n o t allow  th e  co lo ­
n ists to  peacefu lly  separate . In  c o n tra s t, fo llow ing  th e  1947  
U n ite d  N a tio n s  dec is ion  to  d iv ide  th e  d isp u te d  te r r ito ry  o f  
P alestine  in to  o n e  Jew ish  a n d  o n e  A rab  sta te , th e  A rabs in  
th e  te r r ito ry  refused  a n d  dec la red  w ar o n  th e  n ew ly  fo rm ed  
Jew ish  sta te  o f  Israel. A fte r lo s ing  th a t  w ar, in s te ad  o f  tu r n ­
ing  to  d ip lo m acy  an d  n eg o tia tio n s  o r  even fig h tin g  a c o n ­
v e n tio n a l w ar, Yassir A rafa t d irec ted  P a les tin ians to  h ija ck  
airp lanes, m u rd e r  Israeli O ly m p ia n s  a n d  to  b lo w  them selves 
u p  in  su ic ide  b o m b in g s  w ith  th e  express in te n tio n  o f  m u r ­
d e rin g  in n o c e n t Israeli civ ilians, in c lu d in g  ch ild ren . Yassir 
A rafa t a n d  his P a les tin ian  L ib e ra tio n  O rg a n iz a tio n  tu rn e d  
to  te rro rism  to  try  to  ga in  th e  la n d  th e y  refused  to  share an d  
lo s t in  war.

T h e  A rab -Is rae li co n flic t is n o t b lack  o r w h ite . B o th  Is­
raelis a n d  P a le s tin ian s  have c o m p e llin g  c la im s to  th e  sam e 
lan d . In s te a d  o f  e n g ag in g  w ith  Israelis in  n e g o tia tio n s , 
how ever, A ra fa t u sed  h is lead e rsh ip  to  en co u rag e  P a le s tin ­
ian s to  e n te r p eace fu l venues like  th e  O ly m p ic s , p izza p a r­
lors, d iscos a n d  sh o p p in g  m alls  in  o rd e r to  k ill Jew s. E ven 
a fte r  A ra fa t sig n ed  th e  O slo  A cco rd s w ith  Israel to  en d  th e  
A rab -Is rae li co n flic t, h e  c o n tin u e d  to  su p p o r t P a le s tin ia n  
te rro rism  ag a in s t Israelis.

M r. F isher argues th a t o n e  m a n ’s te rro ris t is a n o th e r ’s free­
d o m  figh te r an d  th a t  th e  line  b e tw een  th e  tw o  is b lurry . 
W o u ld  M r. F isher argue  th e  sam e a b o u t O sa m a  B in  L aden? 
T o fo llow  F isher’s reason ing , w asn’t B in  L ad in  ju s t s ta n d in g  
u p  fo r his fellow  M u slim s ag a in s t A m erica  w h en  h e  m u r ­
d e red  in n o c e n t A m ericans a t th e  W o rld  T rade  C en te r?  As 
A m ericans in  a p o s t 9 /11  w o rld , w e live in  c o n s ta n t fear o f  
te rro rism . W e live th e  w ay  Israelis have lived  since Israe l’s 
in c e p tio n  in  1948 . Yassir v ^ a fa t w as Israel’s O sa m a  B in  L a­

d in . To call B in  L ad in  o r A ra fa t a n y th in g  
excep t a te r ro r is t is a b su rd  a n d  offensive 
to  th e  th o u sa n d s  o f  civ ilians th a t  d ied  
a t th e ir  h a n d s . T h e  lin e  b e tw een  te r ro r­
ist a n d  freed o m  c o u ld  n o t be  clearer, a n d  
Yassir A rafa t w as a te rro ris t.

Leebie M allin  
Director,
H illel at the College o f  Staten Island  
3 A -1 0 4  M ulti-Faith Center 
m allin @ m a ii  csi. cuny. edu

S H A W N  F I S H E R ,  A U T H O R  O F  
R E Q U I E M  F O R  R E S P O N D S

D ear Ms. Mallin
While you are entitled to your opinion as I  am mine, both 

are, in the end, subjective, a fancy o f  the person expressing it  
Therefore, no matter how different another persons opinion 
may be from  mine, I  will never be offended by it. How could 
anyone who lives in a nation built upon freedom  o f  expression 
take offense to another’s opinion unless, o f  course, that person 
was closed minded? You are, however, wrong on several points 
that you would try to imply are facts.

First, let’s look at the term “terrorist. ” It would seem that you, 
like many others, are trying to personify an action. Terrorism is 
a tactic used by people, not a profession that one might aspire to. 
There are no union halls fo r  terrorists, no W 2 ’s and  there arent 
any floats fo r  terrorists on Labor Day parades. Terrorism as a 
tactic is defined by Columbia University Press as: “the threat or 
use o f  violence, often against the civilian population, to achieve 
political or social ends, to intimidate opponents, or to publicize 
grievances. ” While the use o f  terrorism is not limited to the 
military fo r  the sake o f  this discussion I  will stick to the mili­
tary understanding o f  tactics. So any military or param ili­
tary group can a r ^  has used the tactic o f  terrorism without 
being branded a criminal by the greater civilized society.

This brings us to your apparently blind understanding o f  
the American Colonies fight f o r  independence. Just by basic 
logic you should realize that the original colonists were> in 

fact, English citizens and  that the formation o f  any group o f  
organized arm ed peoples outside o f  the government’s (The 
Monarchy) legitimate force who then acts against that

legitimate force, is in fact, an illegal group, conducting crim inal 
activities. Yes, we believed that we were doing the right thing, 
but in the end, we were technically criminals and  not an army.

As fo r  the idea that Washington and  his band o f  British crim i­
nals were fighting a conventional war— nothing could be f u r ­
ther ftom  the truth. In fact, had he fought by the rules or war at 
that time, we would still be holding tea time today in the United  
Colonies o f  England. Thankfully, Washington was an intelligent 
enough tactician to realize that only unconventional warfare 
could win our rebellion fo r  independence. Washington employed 
the use o f  snipers to fire  on British officers—an act considered to 
be both unconventional a nd  barbaric at that time in Europe. 
H e withdrew his troops even after defeat such as in the battle o f  
Brooklyn, where it was expected that he would surrender as was 
practiced at the time. Washington even employed terror tactics 
against his enemies, a term used in his own orders to General 
John Sullivan:

“The Expedition you are appointed to com m and is to be di­
rected against the hostile tribes o f  the Six Nations o f  Indians, 
with their associates and  adherents. The immediate objects are 
the total destruction a nd  devastation o f  their settlements, and  
the capture o f  as many prisoners o f  every age a nd  sex as possible. 
It will be essential to ruin their crops now in the ground a nd  
prevent their planting more. I  would recommend, that some post 
in the center o f  the Indian Country, should be occupied with all 
expedition, with a sufficient quantity o f  provisions whence p a r­
ties should be detached to lay waste all the settlements around, 
with instructions to do it in the most effectual manner, that the 
country may not be merely overrun, but destroyed. But you will 
not by any means listen to any overture o f  peace before the total 
ruinm ent o f  their settlements is effected. O ur fu ture security will 
be in their inability to injure us a nd  in the terror with which the 
severity o f  the chastisement they receive will inspire them, ’’ said  
General George Washington.lt can be seen quite clearly that the 
Continental army by no means used conventional tactics as such 

your statement is wrong. As fo r  the P  1 0  fighting a conventional 
war, how would you propose they do that? Should the United  
Sates supply them with weapons, training a n d  support in the 
same way that it d id  fo r  Israel to reclaim sovereignty o f  their 
lands; which the U.S. still does? What an interesting sight it 
would be to see an Israeli a n d  Palestinian pilot in a d o ^ g h t  over 

the M editerranean Sea both piloting the latest U.S. m an­
ufactured F -18 . Or would it be fa irer fo r  America to 

take back all the military support it has given mod­
ern Israel a n d  reduce their army to using blood and  
stone to defend against a tank? Any military tacti­
cian in the world would laugh at your complaint 
that the PLO  refuses to fight a conventional war. It 
would just as futile fo r  the PLO  to fight a conven­
tional battle as it was fo r  the Continental army. They

do not enjoy the same relationship with a sugar daddy as Israel 
doeslOh, a n d  good old Osama Bin Laden? No one can have a 
debate about freedom  fighters these days without someone trying 
to make a direct comparison to him. Alright, here we go, where 
exactly d id  this spoiled rich kid get his power from ? Oh yeah, 
the United States back when the Soviets controlled Afghanistan. 
The Americans supplied Al-Qaeda with weapons, training a nd  
support to reclaim sovereignty o f  their lands. Wait a minute, 
why does that sound fam iliar? Oh yeah, the U.S. d id  the same 
thing fo r  Israel as I  mentioned above. The only difference being 
that once we won the cold war we turned our back on him a nd  
Al-Qaeda. Makes me wonder i f  the^United States ever fo u n d  
Israel unnecessary a n d  we turned our back on Israel, would Is­
rael behave in the same fashion towards the U.S. as Osama has. 
Oh wait, they already have. D u rin g  the Six Day War between 
Israel a nd  the Arab States, the American intelligence ship USS  
Liberty was attackedfor 7 5  minutes in international waters by 
Israeli aircraft a n d  motor torpedo boats. Thirty-four men died  
a nd  1 7 2  were wounded. Honestly, I  object to war a n d  to the use 
o f  violence in general I  understand it, however, a n d  understand  
the unfortunate need fo r  it at times. A n d  what I  realize most o f  
all is that in war there can be motivations a nd  there can be goa.ls 
but never can there be rules. I  think no one can ever describe 
what war is better then 19th century U S , General Sherm an in 
addressing a group o f  young military cadets on their graduation 
day. “Cadets o f  the graduating class... Boys. .. 'I’ve been where 
you are now a n d  I  know just how you fe e l  It’s entirely natural 
that there should beat in the breast o f  every one o f  you a hope 
a n d  desire that some day you can use the skill you have acquired  
here. Suppress it! You don’t know the horrible aspects o f  war. I ’ve 
been through two wars and  I  know. I ’ve seen cities a n d  homes in 
ashes. I ’ve seen thousands o f  men lying on the ground, their dead  
faces looking up at the skies. I  tell you, war is hell!” Ms. M allin, 
you can play all the semantics you want, but the truth is that 
Israel a n d  Palestine have been at war a n d  are still at war a n d  
that there is nothing conventional about war.

Until Then,
Shaw n F is h e r
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C S I &  C U N Y  N E W S

A S is widely known, every college commencement includes a recipient of an honorary doctorate. Typically, these recipients offer little more in their speeches than stale, insincere congratulations and a laundry list of their own accomplishments (especially if 
this person is a politician).But something was very different at the College Of Staten Island's 2005 ceremony. For this 
year's graduation, the honor was bestowed on a true artist. Not only is she a novelist and poet, but also a former CUNY professor and mother who raised a novelist daughter who's own spouse is a CSI professor. This woman gave a speech full of good advice and truisms that most people ought to know. The main point of her message was the power of words and the importance of 
thinking for oneself when bombarded with false ideology and doublespeak.This speech, however, for the most part fell on deaf ears that seemed shocked and appalled 
by the thought that politicians might be lying to themi It was booed and mocked by closed minds that were in a place where they should have been the most open. But through it all, Ms. 
Jong made sure that her words were at least heard if unheeded.The Following is a transcription of Ms. Jong's long (more than forty minutes, including the 
interruptions of an incredibly rude audience) but very powerful speech. It is my hope that 
it will be better received in this medium than it was on the hot and hazy June morning to an 
audience unwilling to accept the unfortunate realities it details.
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C o i l e g e  o f  S t a i e n  I s l a n d  

C o f f i t f i t e i f c e m e i t f  A d d r e s s

By Erica Jong, noted author of F e a r  o f  F l y i n g  & S a p p h o 's  L e a p

IT HAS COME TO THIS—GRADUA- 
^  I  1 TION. I’M SO PROUD OF YOU ALL 

TODAY. I KNOW THE SACRIFICES 
YOU’VE MADE TO BE HERE AND I KNOW THE 
JOY OF STANDING UP AND SAYING “I DID IT!” 

F or m e th is  is a k in d  o f  h o m e c o m in g . M y  first real jo b , 
w h e n  I w as in  G ra d u a te  S choo l, w as te a c h in g  a t th e  C ity  
U n iv e rs ity  a n d  I still re m e m b e r m y  s tu d e n ts  w ith  g rea t 
fo n d n ess. T h ey  a p p a re n tly  re m e m b e r m e  to o , b ecause  tw o  
o f  th e m  sh o w ed  u p  a t a re a d in g  m y  d a u g h te r  gave fo r h e r 
seco n d  b o o k  at B arnes &  N o b le  a n d  th e y  to ld  m e  w ith  g rea t 
e n th u s ia sm  th a t  I h a d  ta u g h t th e m  to  read ; n o t  ju s t th e  lines 
b u t  between th e  lines.

W h y  am  I here? W ell. . .n o t o n ly  because  I g ra d u a te d  too , 
a lo n g , lo ng , long , lo n g  tim e  ago, b u t  because  I ’m  a w rite r  
a n d  I ’ve sp e n t m o re  th a n  3 0  years w o rsh ip p in g  th e  w o rd —  
p u t t in g  w o rd s  in  th e  r ig h t o rder, a n d  try in g  to  m a k e  sense; 
w h ic h  to  m e  m ean s - te llin g  th e  tru th .

T e lling  th e  t r u th  has n ev er b een  easy a n d  has nev er really  
g o n e  o u t o f  style. B u t it  has b eco m e  h a rd e r  these  days b e ­
cause th e  lan g u ag e  w e sp eak  has b een  c a p tu re d  b y  d e lib e ra te  
liars. W h o  are these  liars? A dvertisers , p o litic ian s , m o v ie  stars 
a n d  o th e r  ce leb rities w h o  all have w h a t th e y  th in k  are g o o d  
reasons to  say th e  o p p o s ite  o f  w h a t th ey  really  m ean . A d v er­
tisers, as w e’ve alw ays k n o w n  b u t  so m e tim es  fo rge t, m ak e  
y o u  w a n t p ro d u c ts  yo u  d o n ’t n eed  a n d  w h ic h  also m a y  h u r t
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you . V iagra  w h ic h  can  p o s­
sib ly  b h n d  y o u , h o rm o n e  pills w h ic h  can 

cause b reast cancer, an d  p lastics th a t  can  dam age  
a h ea lth y  fetus. P o litic ians specialize in  say ing  the  

o p p o site  o f  w h a t th ey  really  m ean  in  o rd e r to  ge t y o u r vo te . 
T hey  say “H e a lth y  Forests,” w h en  th ey  m ean  c lea r-cu ttin g  
trees. T hey  say “C lear Skies” w h en  w h a t th ey  m ean  is p o llu ­
tio n . T hey  say “Pacify” w h en  th ey  m ean  k illin g  peop le . T hey  
say “C o lla te ra l D am ag e” w h en  th ey  m ean  k illin g  fo re ign  ci­
vilians. T h ey  say “F rien d ly  F ire” w h en  th ey  m e a n  k illing  o u r  
ow n  soldiers. T h ey  tru m p e t peace w h ile  th ey  sen d  o u r  y o u n g ­
est A m ericans to  war.

M ovie stars tell yo u  th a t  th ey ’re in  love w h e n  th e y ’re ju s t 
d o in g  PR . T h in k  o f  T o m  C ru ise  a n d  K atie  H o lm es . M o s t 
peo p le  th in k  th ey  are in  love. B u t th ey ’ve p led g ed  it o n  
O p ra h , so it m u s t be tru e . N ew  A ge gu ru s m ay  be th e  w o rst 
w o rd  co rru p te rs  o f  all. D o  w e really  n eed  wellness w h e n  w e 
have health'̂ . D o  w e need  healers ra th e r  th a n  physicians' .̂ T he 
w ords m ean  th e  sam e th in g , b u t o n e  so u n d s m o re  alterna­
tive; a n o th e r  r^ ^ ^ w o rd ) . D o  w e need  holistic, w h en  w e have 
w hole? Is h o lis tic  so m eh o w  coo ler th a n  w hole? It ce rta in ly  
has m o re  syllables. People in v en t N ew  A ge can t in  th e  hopes 
o f  so u n d in g  very  im p o rta n t. N ew  A ge can t o ften  in tro d u ces  
L a tin a te  w ords w here  th ere  used  to  be A ng lo -S axon  ones. 
T he m o re  syllables, th e  m o re  im p o rta n t. W ro n g , s im p lic ity  
o f  language can c o n ta in  th e  m o s t p ro fo u n d  o f  ideas. Wellness 
is n o t b e tte r  th a n  h ea lth , it o n ly  so u n d s a little  fancier. N o t 
lo n g  ago I read  o n  a so-called  “w ellness w ebsite” th a t  c h o co ­
late is go o d  fo r y o u r h ea rt, b u t n o t w h en  it is m ixed  w ith  fat 
a n d  sugar an d  m ad e  in to  can d y  bars. T his has n o t s to p p ed  
th e  Mars Company from  c la im in g  th e  h e a rt-h e a lth y  effects o f  
th e ir  chocola tes. H eart healthy, by  th e  w ay  is a n o th e r  w o rd  
th a t so u n d s like a g reat deal m o re  th a n  it is. T elling  th e  t r u th  
has never been  h a rd e r because o u r  very  w ords have been  co r­
ru p te d . B u t o u r  c o u n try  w as fo u n d e d  o n  th e  t r u th  th a t  th e  
p la in  w ords o f  th e  p eo p le  are m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  th e  fancy  
w ords o f  th e  k ings.

W e ad m ire  G eo rge  W a sh in g to n , n o t o n ly  fo r re fu sing  to  
be k ing , b u t also fo r n o t ly ing, even th o u g h  th e  ch e rry  tree  
s to ry  m ay  be a m y th . W e h o ld  p o litic ian s  to  a m u c h  lesser 
s tan d a rd  to d ay — w e expect th e m  to  lie to  us. W e g ra n t th e m  

th e  la titu d e  to  lie. W e are lax a b o u t h o ld in g  th e m  to  th e ir  
w o rd . W e do  n o t expect th e m  to  tell th e  t r u th  a b o u t 

p o w er any  m o re  th a n  w e expect T o m  C ru ise  an d  
K atie  H o lm es to  tell th e  t r u th  a b o u t love.

A n d  w e w rite  o ff  m a n y  lies as 
PR . H a v in g  s to p p e d  exp ec tin g

tru th , w e rarely  ever ge t it.
I guess I ’ve been  ch o sen  to  ta lk  to  yo u  because  as a w rite r—  

I ’ve p u b lish e d  n in e te e n  books: poetry , fic tio n , n o n -f ic tio n — I 
have never s to p p e d  ex p ec tin g  it, never s to p p e d  try in g  m y  best 
to  te ll it a n d  have never s to p p e d  g e ttin g  m a d  w h e n  its n o t 
to ld  to  m e. I w a n t y o u  to  lea rn  to  get m a d  w h e n  y o u  are d e ­
lib e ra te ly  lied  to . T h a t is o n e  o f  th e  m a in  th in g s  an  e d u c a tio n  
is fo r— lea rn in g  to  d is tin g u ish  be tw een  lies a n d  th e  tru th .

W h y  is g e ttin g  m a d  a t lies so im p o rta n t?  B ecause o u r  s u r­
vival d ep en d s  o n  it. O u r  rep u b lic  d e p e n d s  o n  it. O u r  lives 
d e p e n d  o n  it, w h e th e r  it  is p h a rm a c e u tic a l co m p an ie s  ly ing  
a b o u t th e  side effects o f  d ru g s o r ch em ica l c o rp o ra tio n s  ly ­
ing  a b o u t p o llu tio n  o r p o litic ian s  ly ing  a b o u t w h y  o u r  y o u n g  
p eo p le  are c o m in g  h o m e  in  boxes. W e are in  d an g e r un less 
w e k n o w  th e  t r u th  a n d  th e  tru th  d ep en d s  o n  w ords. D u rin g  
th e  V ie tn am  W ar w e used  to  say th a t p eo p le  cam e 
h o m e  in  body bags b u t those  w ords becam e 
p o litic ized  so n o w  th e  m ilita ry  speaks o f  
transfer tubes, tran sfe rrin g  folks from  the  
battlefie ld  to  th e  cem etery. T his h ap p en s  
after th e  p a tie n t failed to  fulfill h is w ell­
ness p o ten tia l, in o th e r  w ords, he d ied .

A t M cC le llan  A ir Force base in  Sac­
ram en to , C a lifo rn ia , civilian m echan ics 
w ere p laced  o n  n o n -d u ty , n o n -p a y  s ta ­
tu s— th a t is, th ey  w ere fired. A n d  as for 
m a tte rs  o f  life a n d  d e a th  like w ar an d  
th e  d ea th  p e n a lty  S en a to r O rr in  H a tc h  
said, “capital punishm ent is our society’s 
recognition o f  the sanctity o f  human life. ” I 
cou ld  go o n  an d  o n  an d  on  an d  on .
T he exam ples are everyw here.

W h y  are w ords so 
vital? W h y  w o u ld  
som eone  sp en d  her 
w ho le  life in d o o rs  
p lay ing  w ith  w ords?
Because w hoever 
con tro ls  th e  w ords 
con tro ls  th e  c o n ­
versation! W h o ev e r 
con tro ls  th e  ’ co n ­
versa tion  con tro ls  
its o u tc o m e — b e ­
cause fram in g  
th e  deb a te  is th e  
b eg in n in g  o f

w in n in g  it; w h ich  is w h y  w h a t y o u  have 
lea rn ed  here  a t C S I is so p recious.

In  o u r  tim e , it  is b ro a d ly  tru e  th a t  po -.^  ^  
litica l w rit in g  is bad writing. W h e re  it is 
n o t  tru e , it w ill g en era lly  be  fo u n d  th a t 
th e  w rite r  is som e k in d  o f  rebel, expressing  h is p riv a te  o p in io n s  
a n d  n o t a p a r ty  line . O rth o d o x y , o f  w h a tev e r color, seem s to  
d e m a n d  a lifeless, im ita tiv e  style. T h e  p o litic a l d ia lec ts fo u n d  
in  p a m p h le ts , le ad in g  a rtic les, m an ifesto es, w h ite  p ap ers  a n d  
th e  speeches o f  u n d er-sec re ta rie s , o f  course , v ary  fro m  p a r ty  to  
party . B u t th e y  are all a like in  th a t  o n e  a lm o s t n ev er finds in  
th e m  a fresh , h o m e -m a d e  tu r n  o f  speech .

W h e n  o n e  w a tch es so m e tire d  h ack  o n  th e  p la tfo rm  m e ­
ch an ica lly  re p e a tin g  th e  fam ilia r ph rases: “bestia l a tro c ities , 
iro n  heel, b lo o d s ta in e d  ty ran n y , free peo p les  o f  th e  w o rld , 
s ta n d  sh o u ld e r  to  sh o u ld e r,” o n e  o fte n  has a cu rio u s  feeling  
th a t o n e  isn’t w a tc h in g  a h u m a n  b e in g  b u t  ra th e r  so m e k in d  
o f  d u m m y . A  fee ling  w h ic h  su d d e n ly  b eco m es s tro n g e r at 
m o m e n ts  w h e n  th e  lig h t ca tches th e  sp eak e r’s spec tac le  a n d  
tu rn s  th e m  in to  b la n k  discs, w h ic h  seem  to  have  n o  eyes b e ­
h in d  th e m . A n d  th is  is n o t  a lto g e th e r  fancifu l. A  sp eak er w h o
uses th a t  k in d  o f  p h ra seo lo g y  has g o n e  so m e  d is tan ce  to w ard s 

tu rn in g  h im se lf  in to  a m ach in e . T h e  a p p ro p r ia te  
no ises are c o m in g  o u t o f  h is la rynx , b u t  his 

b ra in  is n o t  in vo lved  as it  w o u ld  be i f  he  
w ere c h o o s in g  h is w o rd s  fo r h im s e lf  I f  

th e  speech  h e  is m a k in g  is o n e  th a t  he 
is a c c u s to m e d  to  m ak e  over a n d  over 
aga in  a n d  over aga in , h e  o r she m ay  
be  a lm o s t u n c o n sc io u s  o f  w h a t he  o r 
she is saying. . .as o n e  is w h e n  o n e  
u tte rs  th e  responses in  c h u rch . T h is 

red u c e d  s ta te  o f  co n sc io u sn ess , i f  
n o t in d isp en sab le , is favorab le  to  
p o litica l co n fo rm ity .

T h is is G e o rg e  O rw e l l ,  w r i t ­
in g  h is in d isp en sab le  essay. Poli­

tics a n d  the English L anguag  
in  1 9 4 7 , ju s t a ro u n d  th e  

tim e  he  w as s ta r tin g  h is 
novel 1984 , w h ic h  

a p p ea red  in  1949 . 
O rw e ll u n d e r ­
s to o d  b e tte r  th a n  
an y  w rite r  o f  th e  

T w e n tie th  cen ­
tu ry  th a t  a  d e ­

based  lan g u ag e , m akes fo r a d eb ased  p o litic a l life. W h e n  w e 
say th e  o p p o s ite  o f  w h a t w e m e a n  a n d  to le ra te  o th e rs  say ing  
th e  o p p o s ite  o f  w h a t th e y  m ean , w e are w ell o n  o u r  w ay  to  
to ta li ta r ia n ism . L a n g u a g e  is  t h a t  i m p o r t a n t .

In  h is b o o k , 1 9 8 4 , th e  M in is try  o f  T ru th , M in itru e , d is ­
sem in a tes  lies. T h e  M in is try  o f  Peace, M in ip a x , m akes w ar—  
a n d  th e  M in is try  o f  Love, M in ilu v , m a in ta in s  o rder, u sua lly  
th ro u g h  v io lence . S u rro u n d e d  by  b a rb e d  w ar a n d  g u n  tu rre ts , 
th e  M in is try  o f  L ove has n o  w in d o w s a n d  is heav ily  g u a rd ed  
a t all tim es . T h e  M in is try  o f  P le n ty  o r M in ip le n ty  co n tro ls  all 
e c o n o m ic  life. H o w  can  th e re  be p o v e rty  o r d e p riv a tio n  w h e n  
M in ip le n ty  is in  charge.

You c a n n o t even ta lk  a b o u t su ch  th in g s . T h ere  are n o  w o rd s  
fo r th e m . B u t th e  p eo p le  starve, fo r w h ic h  n ew sp eak  has n o  
w o rd . N o  w o n d e r  th e  th ree  m o tto e s  o f  soc ie ty  are: W A R  
IS  P E A C E ! F R E E D O M  IS  SLA V ERY ! IG N O R A N C E  IS  
S T R E N G T H !

You cam e to  th e  C ity  U n iv e rs ity  b ecause  y o u  d id n ’t believe 
su ch  slogans w h ic h  have  th e ir  o w n  eq u iv a len ts  in  o u r  so c i­
ety, a n d  b ecause  y o u  w ere w illin g  to  o p e n  y o u r  m in d  a n d  
le t th e  fresh  a ir in side . T h e  fam ilies w h o  s u p p o r te d  y o u  b e ­
lieved  in  fresh  a ir also. T h ey  w ere ab le  to  ch eer y o u  o n — even 
th o u g h  th e y  d id  n o t  alw ays u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t y o u  w ere  s tu d y ­
ing . T h ey  believed  th a t  e d u c a tio n  w as a g o o d  th in g , even i f  it 
w as n o t  alw ays a c o m fo rta b le  th in g . T h ey  deserve e n o rm o u s  
c red it fo r th a t  a n d  so do  you! B eing  ab le  to  to le ra te  w h a t is 
u n c o m fo r ta b le  is th e  b e g in n in g  o f  knowledge. C h a lle n g in g  
y o u rs e lf  is th e  b e g in n in g  o f  w isd o m . I have w r it te n  a w h o le  
sh e lf  fu ll o f  b o o k s. B u t w h e n  I G o o g le  m y se lf  o n lin e  (all 
w rite rs  G o o g le  them selves c o n s ta n tly  as a m ean s  o f  p ro c ra s ­
tin a tio n )  w h a t d o  I find? T h is q u o te , ag a in  a n d  again , “A n d  
the trouble is, i f  you don’t risk anything, you risk even more. ” 
A n d  th is  o n e , “Everyone has talent, what is rare is the courage to 
follow the talent to the dark place where it leads. ”

O n e  o f  th ese  q u o te s  is fro m  m y  first novel. F e a r  o f  Flying, 
a n d  o n e  is f ro m  m y  second , H ow  to Save Your Own  
L ife. B u t m o s t o f  th e  q u o te rs  p ro b a b ly  d o  n o t  
k n o w  th a t. U sually , th e re  is n o  a t t r ib u ­
tio n  b u t  m y  n am e . B u t w h a t is in ­
te re s tin g  to  m e is w h a t I am  
q u o te d  fo r—to le ra t-
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ing  risk  an d  
cu ltiv a tin g  ta len t. A n d  

th a t is O K  w ith  m e because th o se  are 
tw o  th in g s I still care a b o u t alo t. In  fact, 
th ey  m ay  be th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t them es 
o f  all m y  w ork . You h a d  to  to le ra te  a 
g reat deal o f  risk  to  get w here  y o u  are 
to d ay  a n d  y o u  still have to  go deep  in to  
y o u rse lf  a n d  in to  th e  darkness to  cu l­
tiva te  y o u r ta len t; th a t  w ill never ever 
change. T hose  th in g s are b o th  scary. 
Fear, w h ich  w e all feel w h en  w e do 
so m e th in g  new, w ill try  to  s top  you . B u t 
yo u  w ill feel th e  fear a n d  go o n  anyw ay; 
th a t’s also o n e  o f  th e  them es o f  m an y  o f  
m y  books. I w ish I cou ld  m ake it easier 
for you  to  to lerate th e  fear—  I can’t, I 
can on ly  offer inspiration . I can en co u r­
age you, b u t I can’t do  it for you. I can 
offer som e sim ple guidelines. C h eck  the  
language you  hear for clarity. I f  it’s n o t 
clear, th e  m otivations aren’t either. M u rk y  
language m eans som ebody  w an ts to  p ick  
y our pocket. Phrases like “W ellness W eb ­
site” and  “H ea rt H ealthy” m ean  th a t your 
credit card w ill soon  be p u n ched . Phrases 
like “Axis o f  Evil!” an d  “9 /11  C hanged  
E verything!” m ean  th a t y ou r d raft card 
m ay be th e  nex t th in g  p u n ched . A n d  
phrases like “the  bravest w ho  
fell” an d  “H o n o r  the  Fall­
en” m ean  th a t you  m ay 
soon be am ong  them .
All these phrases are 
m ean t to  keep you

from  th ink ing . All 
these phrases are m ean t to  instill 

flizzy feelings o f  p ride  an d  pa trio tism  th a t 
p reven t clear th ink ing . W h y  sh o u ld  an y ­
o n e  w a n t to  keep  y o u  fro m  th in k in g ?  
T here  are o n ly  a co u p le  o f  possib ilities, 
to  p ick  y o u r p o ck e t, to  cover up  so m e­
th in g , o r to  p u t  y o u r life a t risk  w h ile  
p re te n d in g  to  p ro te c t you .

Jo u rn a lis ts  are o ften  th e  w o rs t o ffen d ­
ers— th ey  seem  to  th in k  th a t  so m e th in g  
is o n ly  new s w h en  som e official does a 
press release a b o u t it, o r th a t  it is new s 
w h en  tw o  rab id  scream ers, o n e  fro m  the  
q u o te  r ig h t a n d  o n e  fro m  th e  q u o te  left, 
do  a Punch &  Judy  show  a b o u t it. B u t 
p e rh ap s  th e re  is a n o th e r  w ay  to  lo o k  
a t new s. P erhaps, as Bill M oyers says, 
“news is what people want to keep hidden” 
ra th e r  th a n  w h a t th ey  do  press releases 
ab o u t. W e ju s t saw  th a t  w ith  th e  revela­
tio n s  o f  D e e p  T h r o a t  b e in g  rehearsed  
in  th e  new s. P erhaps new s is th e  o th e r  
th in g  y o u  have to  go in to  th e  darkness 
to  find , an d  take  risks to  find . P erhaps 
new s is n e ith e r  r ig h t n o r  left. P erhaps 
new s is o n ly  fo u n d  by  rem ak in g  th e  
language  a n d  say ing  w h a t y o u  really  
really  m ean . W e are deep  in to  O rw e ll’s 
N E W S P E A K  in  A m erica  a n d  are e n ­
co u rag ed  to  lie a t every tu rn !

W e h ea r No C hild  Left B eh in d  
w h ile  e d u c a tio n  b u d g e ts  are 

cut! E v e n  th i s  u n iv e r ­
s i ty  w a s  o n c e  F R E E  

a n d  P R O U D  O F  IT ! 
W h e n  I ta u g h t a t C ity

r

C ollege , tu i t io n  w as less th a n  m in im a l. 
W e h ea r o f  re tu rn in g  heroes w h ile  VA 
b u d g e ts  are cu t.

H o w  can  w e keep  fro m  g e tt in g  o u r  
p o ck e ts  p icked? By lis ten in g  to  w h a t 
is said  a n d  p ro b in g  d eep e r—  b y  try ­
in g  to  rem ake  th e  lan g u ag e  so th a t it is 
clear aga in . B y  q u e s t io n in g  a u th o r i ty ,  
d o in g  in  sh o r t all th e  th in g s  y o u  have 
le a rn ed  h ere  a t C S I.

I f  N E W S P E A K  narro w s th e  ran g e  o f  
th o u g h t , th e n  clear sp eak in g  ex p an d s it 
again . I f  N e w  A ge C a n t o b fu sca tes  th e  
t r u th  w ith  fancy  verb iage, th e n  p u n c ­
tu r in g  it show s us th e  h o llow ness a t its 
core. I f  p o litica l speech  is m e a n t to  lu ll 
y o u  in to  u n co n sc io u sn ess  w ith  read y ­
m ad e  slogans, th e n  clear speech  w akes 
y o u  up . T h e  labels “r ig h t” a n d  “le ft” 
are in a d e q u a te  to  exp la in  w h a t p eo p le  
care a b o u t. T h ey  have b eco m e  n ew  
m ean s o f  cen so rsh ip  a n d  o b fu sca tio n . 
W e s h u t o u t t r u th  by  say ing  “r ig h t” an d  
“le ft” . N o b o d y  really  th in k s  o f  h e rse lf  
as “r ig h t” o r “le ft” . She th in k s  o f  h e rse lf  
as a p e rso n  w ith  co m p lex  view s. B u t w e 
face a d an g e r to d a y  fro m  o rth o d o x ie s  
w ith  th e ir  a u to m a tic  a ssu m p tio n s , an d  
since th e  p o litic ian s , jo u rn a lis ts , ad v er­
tisers a n d  n ew  age g u ru s  d iv ide  us in to  
r ig h t a n d  left, red  sta te , b lu e  sta te , w e 
are lu lled  in to  d o in g  it ourselves even 
th o u g h  w e k n o w  o u r  view s c a n n o t be 
n e a tly  b rack e ted  th a t  way. T h a t w ay  
leads to  fiizzy thinking  a n d  h av in g  o u r  
p o ck e ts  p icked .

I have fallen in to  th e  h a b it o f  b lo g ­
ging, w h ich  can  be a g rea t tim e  w aster, 
b u t  is o n e  w ay  to  keep o u r  language 
clean. I ’m  b logg ing  o n  th e  H uffington  
Post, A rian n a’s b log  a lo n g  w ith  Bill M a ­
her, L arry  D av id , N o ra  E p h ro n  an d  a 
h o s t o f  o th e r  ill-assorted  b logom an iacs. 
Bill M a h e r rem ark ed  th is m o rn in g  th a s t 
it is im possib le  to  keep a s tra ig h t face 
in  A m erica  because o f  all th e  “d o u b le ­
speak”; h e ’s r ig h t .  M e m o ria l D a y  com es 
a n d  goes a n d  w e are h ea rin g  all a b o u t 
b rave fallen , w h ile  n o b o d y  seem s to  
give a d a m n  a b o u t th e  D o w n in g  S tree t



m e m o  th a t  g o t us in to  th e  b lo o d y  Iraq  m ess in  th e  first p lace. 
T h e n  M em o ria l D a y  w eek en d  is over a n d  w e are deep  in to  
30  year-o ld  new s.

D eep  Throat was M a rk  Felt. I t ’s a n c ie n t new s even  if  
W o o d w a rd  a n d  B e rn s te in  d id  p ro te c t th e ir  sources. T h ey  
g o t end less m a rk e t share  a n d  m o o la h  fro m  th a t fac t an d  
g o o d  fo r th e m . I love it w h e n  w rite rs  m ak e  m oney , b u t  th e  
real new s o f  th e  last tw o  w eeks has b een  m o s tly  ig n o red . 
T h e  N u c le a r  N o n -P ro l ife ra tio n  T rea ty  is d ead  fo r a n o th e r  
five years. D o  w e have a n o th e r  five years? A n d  n o t  o n ly  are 
th e re  th o se  loose n u k es  all over th e  p lace  (even B ush  an d  
K erry  ag reed  o n  th is  in  th e  2 0 0 4  P re s id en tia l cam p a ig n ) b u t  
th e re  are also several su ic id a l te rro ris ts  read y  to  lob  th e m  a t 
cities like N e w  York, LA, C h i­
cago, M ia m i, L o n d o n , M a ­
d rid , R o m e , B erlin , etc.

H ello? H ello? H ello? I k n o w  
th a t C o n d o leeza  R ice c o u ld n ’t 
b o th e r  to  go to  these ta lks b u t 
D u a r te  said  h im se lf  th ey  set th e  
cause o f  n u c lea r n o n p ro life ra ­
tio n  b ack  years a n d  w e w o u ld  
have been  b e tte r  h a d  th e  talks 
never o ccu rred . A n d  n o w  w e 
are o ff  an d  ru n n in g  a b o u t a 
Vanity Fair sto ry  th a t  reco u n ts  
y e t again  th e  a troc ities o f  th e  
N ix o n  ad m in is tra tio n .

I know ! I know ! I t ’s n o  fu n  
to  th in k  a b o u t n u c le a r in c in e ra tio n , in  fact, i t ’s really  d e ­
pressing . I lo o k  a t m y  six teen  m o n th  o ld  g ra n d so n . M ax , 
a n d  I try  to  w rap  m y  m in d  a ro u n d  a n u c lea r a c c id e n t in  
N e w  Y ork a n d  m y  m in d  ju s t d o esn ’t w a n t to  go there .

B u t le t’s ge t real! T im  R u sse rt d id  a M eet  The Press p ro ­
g ram  last S u n d a y  in  w h ic h  g ray  h a ired , so b e r-s id ed  guys - 
S e n a to r S am  N u n n , S e n a to r  R ich a rd  L ugar, S e n a to r F red  
T h o m p so n , Lee H a m il to n  a n d  T o m  K ean  o f  th e  9 /1 1  c o m ­
m issio n . Basically, all ag reed  th a t  w e are in  d eep  d a n g e r . T he 
m a te ria ls  are  th ere . T h e  te rro ris ts  are th e re . A n d  th e  w o rld  
goes o n  a b o u t a 91 year o ld  g u y  co n fessin g  a b o u t a 3 0  year- 
o ld  even t.

I am  baffled  o f  course . I k n o w  y o u  can ’t p re d ic t th e  fu tu re . 
N u c le a r  A rm a g e d d o n  c o u ld  co m e  fro m  an  A m erican , a R u s­
sian , a N o r th  K orean , an  Israeli, an  I ra n ia n , c o u n t th e  co u n - 

.m is tak e  ra th e r  th a n  a su ic id a l te r ro r is t w ith  a loosetries
n u k e . T h e  t r u th  is, w e ju s t d o n ’t know . W h a t  w e d o  k n o w  
is th e  m o re  m a te ria ls  are o u t th e re , th e  m o re  th e  p ercen tag es 
ag a in s t o u r  su rv ival go u p . T h in k  a b o u t N e w  Y ork in  th e  
case o f  so m e k in d  o f  C h e rn o b y l h a p p e n in g  here . M u ltip ly  
9 /1 1  tim es a m illio n . P eop le  d ie , g e t ra d ia tio n  p o iso n in g , 
c h ild re n  d ie  o r ge t cancer, th e  s to c k  m a rk e t tan k s , th e  w o rld  
s to p s dead , n o b o d y  w o rries  a b o u t “D eep  T h ro a t” o r  M a r th a

S tew art o r  Paris H il to n ’s e n g a g e m e n t o r  w h e th e r  th e  v o te  
c o u n t in  O h io  w as fu d g ed . G M A  a n d  th e  Today Show  are 
still n ec k -in -n e c k , b u t  n o b o d y  is w atch in g ! W h y  is n o b o d y  
fo cu s in g  o n  this? W h a t  w ill it  tak e  to  g e t us to  focus? As 
w e u sed  to  say in  th e  1 9 6 0 ’s, w h a t d o  y o u  d o  in  th e  case o f  
a te r ro ris t w ith  a loose nuke?  “B en d  over a n d  kiss y o u r  ass 
g o o d b y e .”

I t is h a rd  to  th in k  a b o u t th e  fu tu re  a n d  w e a lm o s t alw ays 
get th e  de ta ils  w ro n g . I t ’s tru e  th a t m o s t g rea t em p ires  are 
s u r ro u n d e d  b y  p ro g n o s tic a tio n s  o f  dec lin e  a n d  fall a n d  
choose  to  d o  n o th in g  a b o u t th e m . T h ey  seem  in cap a b le  o f  
even  fo cu s in g  o n  th e m . R o m e  d id n ’t fall in  a day, n o r  d id  
G reece  a n d  S um er. B u t R o m e , G reece  a n d  S u m er d id n ’t

have n u c lea r w eap o n s  a n d  
p eo p le  read y  to  em p lo y  
th e m . E ven  in  th e  1 9 5 0 ’s, 
th a t  a n c ie n t age w h e n  I w as 
in  g rad e  sch o o l, w e w ere 
to ld  to  p rep a re  fo r th e  n u ­
clear h o lo c a u s t by  p u tt in g  
squares o f  o ilc lo th  o n  th e  
floor, k n e e lin g  o n  th e  floo r 
like M u slim s in  p rayer, cov­
e rin g  o u r  eyes, w a itin g  for 
th e  flash a n d  th e n  w hat?

T im  R u sse rt’s M e e t  The 
Press, th e  o th e r  d ay  h a d  a 
1 9 5 0 ’s v id eo  clip  o f  a 1 9 5 0 ’s 
g en era l in  charge  o f  civil 

defense , say w ith  a s tra ig h t face, th a t  i f  th e  A -b o m b  fell in  
A m erica  w e sh o u ld  all

a) go d o w n  in to  o u r  b o m b  shelters
b) eat c a n n e d  fo o d  a n d  d r in k  b o tt le d  w a te r fo r a  w h ile  an d
c) be  sure  to  sh o w er fre q u e n tly  to  g e t r id  o f  th e  rad ia tio n .
H e  d id n ’t say w h e n  w e sh o u ld  co m e  o u t  o f  th o se  b o m b

shelters . B u t w e d id  co m e  o u t  o f  th e m  a n d  th e n  p ro m p tly  
fo rg o t all a b o u t th e  n u c lea r th re a t.

T h e  g rea t F ren ch  sage. L a R o c h e fo u c a u ld  said , “N either 
the sun n or death can he looked at steadily. ” H e  w as right! 
W e d o n ’t w a n t to  c o n te m p la te  o u r  o w n  m o r ta l ity  le t a lo n e  
th e  p la n e t’s. T h e  su n  is b lin d in g  a n d  it  is p e rfec tly  h u m a n  to  
tu r n  aw ay fro m  d e a th . B u t w h e th e r  w e call it  n u c le a r p ro ­
life ra tio n  o r th e  te r ro r is t th re a t o r  th e  p o s t 9 /1 1  m ala ise , i t ’s
tim e  to  lo o k  a t o u r  p rio ritie s . L e t’s tell th e  tru th !  L e t’s a d m it
th a t  d a n g e r is real b u t  th a t  w e have  th e  h u m a n  in g e n u ity  to  
solve it! S o lv ing  it w ill be  m u c h  h a rd e r  th a n  it w as to  in v e n t 
th e  A to m ic  b o m b . B u t w e’re sm art. W e  k n o w  th a t  th e  o n ly  
th in g  w e have to  fear is fear its e lf  W e  w o n ’t be  m a n ip u la te d  
b y  th e  p eo p le  w h o  w a n t to  p ic k  o u r  p o ck e ts  a n d  d e s tro y  th e  
o n ly  w o rld  w e k n o w  th a t  can  su s ta in  in te ll ig e n t life. T h a t’s 
y o u , in te ll ig e n t life. I k n o w  y o u  can  d o  it. T b a n k  Y ou a n d  
C o n g ra tu la tio n s!

C o p y rig h t 2 0 0 5 , E rica  M an n  Jo n g , all rig h ts  reserved, u sed  by  perm iss io n  o f  th e  au th o r.



, Nature,
The /ov/ng day, the moctnf/ng sun, the frienct / am happy with. 
The arm o f my fn'enct hanging ict/y over my shou/cter,
The hi/hs/de wh/ten V  with b/ossoms o f the mounta/n ash. 
The same, late in autumn--the hues of red, yellow, drab, purple, and light and dark green, , \The rich coverlid of the grass-animals and birds-the private untrimm'd bank--the primitive apples-the pebble-stones.Beautiful dripping fragmentŝ ~the negligent list of one after another, as I happen to call them to me, or think of them.The real poems, (what we call poenifs being merely pictures,) the poems of the privacy of the night, and of pnen like me.e||i, drooping shy and unseen,

R*® Iptfce for all, avow'd on purpose icy, lurking, masculine poems;) ioughts, love-juice, love-odor; j 
! climbing sap.

Ijiyays carry, and that all
Wer are men like me, are

ielding, love-climbers.

Arms and hands of love-lips of love-phallic thumb of love-breasts 1of loii r̂bellies press'd and glued together with love,Earthiof chaste love--life that is only life after love.The body of my love--the body of the woman I love--the body of the man-the body of the earth.Soft forenoon airs that blow from the south-west.
The haiiy wildrbee that murmurs and hankers up and down-that gripes the full-grown lady-flower, curves upon her with amorous firm legs, takes his will of her, and holds himself tremulous and tight tilĵ he is satisfied, #The wet^f woods through the 4arly hours,-Two sleepers at night lying close together as they sleep, one with an ;̂ arm slanting down across and below the waist of the other,, The smell of apples, aromas from crush'd sage-plant, mint, birch-
The boy’s  /ong/ngs, the g/ow andpressure as he conf/des to me what 
he was dream mg.
The dead le a f wh/r/ing its  sp/ral wh/r/, and fa///ng st/// and

content to the ground.
The no-form  'd  st/ngs that sights, peopie, objects, stin g me with.
The hubb 'd  stin g o f m yseif, stinging me as much as it  ever can any

The sensitive, orbic, underlapp'd brothers, thatpnly privileged feelers may be intimatê where they are, |The curious roamer, the hand, roaming all over the body~the bashful withdrawing of flesh where the fingers soothingly pause and edge themselves,  ̂ \ .f.The limpid liquid within jthe young man,IThe vexed corrosion, so pensive and so painful, ̂  ^The torment~the irf îbte tide that will not be at rest,^^^^^^^9 The like of the sained f^tfthe like of the same in othei^'^^^^^W The young man that Qusfies anflflushes, and the youn̂ f woman thatV̂
The young man t l i i ^ ^ n i g h t ,  the hot hai^ seeking
The mystic amorou^^^^^^^ahge half-welcome pang îsions,^^

i i
c

^he pulse pounding through patios and trembling encircling fingers- the young man all coldHd) red, ashamed, angry;This'Ibuse upon me of lity lover the seia, as Hie willing and naked, Thejnerriment of the twin-babes that crawl over the grass in the sun, 
the mother never turning her vigilant eyes from them,The walnut-trunk, the wHlnut-huslî  and the ripening or ripen'd long- roundwalnuts;
The continence of vegetUKs, bi^^animals,The consequent meannes&Af me^ould I skulk or find myself indecent, while birds and animals nmron«skulk or find themselves ^indeant; ^  |The great chastity of pateiro ,̂ thatch the great chastity of Jtpaternity, 40The oath of procre l̂i  ̂I l»v^ sworn--my Adamiĉ d̂ JFresh daughters,
saturate w hat sha/iproduce boys to fHi my place when /am  
through.
The whoiesome re lie f, repose, content;
And this bunch, piuck V atrandom  from  m yseif;
t t  has done its  w ork"/ to ssed  it  careiessiy to fa/i where it  may.
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C S I &  C U N Y  N E W S

C U N Y , I n u i  & Free S p e e i h

G>unfer-Recruihnent Students Test The Limits of Free Speech
by Neil Schuldiner

WI T H  A T  L E A S T  F O U R  
C IT Y  U N IV E R S IT Y  O F  
N E W  Y O R K  (C U N Y ) s tu ­
d en ts  k illed  in  Iraq , in c lu d in g  o n e  from  

th e  C o llege o f  S ta ten  Is land  (C S I), s tu ­
d en ts  across th e  u n iv ersity  in itia te d  a 
cam p a ig n  th is past S p rin g  ta rg e tin g  
m ilita ry  re c ru itm e n t across C U N Y  c am ­
puses. T he cam p a ig n , d u b b e d  “c o u n ­
te r-re c ru itm e n t,” involves th e  peacefu l 
assem bly  o f  s tu d e n ts  ra lly ing  ag a in s t the  
U .S . o ccu p a tio n  o f  Iraq  a n d  th e  d issem i­
n a tio n  o f  lite ra tu re  to  s tu d e n ts  f lu tte rin g  
a ro u n d  m ilita ry  re c ru itm e n t tables. A n d  
w hile  th e  c o u n te r - re c ru itm e n t activ ities 
o f  s tu d e n ts  all ap p ea r to  fall w ith in  th e  
accep tab le  b o u n d a rie s  o f  free speech , th e  
C U N Y  a d m in is tra tio n  appears to  have 
a d o p te d  a “n o  to le ran ce” p o licy  in  regards 
to  th e  cam pa ign .

O n  M arch  9 th  a t C ity  C o llege’s (C C N Y ) 
sem esterly  jo b  fair, ap p ro x im ate ly  tw en ty  
s tu d e n ts  peacefu lly  m a rch ed  in to  S h ep ard  
H all, w o u n d  th e ir  w ay tow ards th e  m ili­
ta ry  re c ru itm e n t tables a n d  began  d is tr ib ­
u tin g  a n ti-o c c u p a tio n  flyers an d  c h a n tin g  
an ti-w a r slogans. D esp ite  th e  fac t th a t 
n o  s tu d e n ts  w ere p rev en ted  fro m  a p ­
p ro ach in g  th e  m ilita ry  re c ru itm e n t tab le  
to  en list fo r m ilita ry  service o r to  in q u ire  
a b o u t the  a rm ed  forces, C C N Y  secu rity  
im m ed ia te ly  en te red  th e  hall to  e n d  th e  
c o u n te r - re c ru itm e n t ac tio n . C o n fro n te d  
by C C N Y  security , th e  s tu d e n t p ro tes to rs  
d e fen d ed  th e  c o u n te r - re c ru itm e n t a c tio n  
as an  exercise o f  th e ir  first a m e n d m e n ts  
righ ts, b u t C C N Y  secu rity  d isag reed  a n d  
e jec ted  th e  s tu d e n ts  fro m  th e  jo b  fair. 
W h a t  tran sp ired  n ex t is in  d isp u te , b u t 
w h a t is n o t  in  c o n te n t io n  is th a t  th ree  
C C N Y  s tu d e n ts  w ere arrested ; tw o , Jus- 
tin o  R o d rig u ez  a n d  N ich o las  B ergreen ,

(F ro m  le f t - r ig h t )  N ic h o la s  B e r g r e e n ,  H a d a s  T h e i r  & J u s t i n o  
R o d r ig u e z
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fo r assau lt o n  a C U N Y  secu rity  
o fficer a n d  o n e , H a d a s  T heir, fo r 
o b s tru c tin g  g o v e rn m e n ta l a d m in ­
is tra tio n .

T h e  fo llo w in g  day, w ith o u t  
c o n d u c tin g  an  in v es tig a tio n , o r 
in te rv iew in g  an y  o f  th e  a rre s ted  
s tu d e n ts  o r an y  o f  th e  do zen s o f  
s tu d e n ts , facu lty  a n d  s ta ff  w h o  
w ere a t th e  jo b  fair, C C N Y  Presi­
d e n t G reg o ry  W illia m s  issued  a 
s ta te m e n t d e fe n d in g  th e  arrests 
a n d  th e  ac tio n s  ta k e n  by  C C N Y  
security . T h e  s ta te m e n t reads in  
p a r t , “In  th e  c o rr id o r  o u ts id e  th e  
H a ll, [the  s tu d en ts]  w ere  to ld  on ce  
aga in  th a t  they. . . m u s t tak e  th e ir  
p ro te s t o u ts id e , w h ere  th e y  w o u ld  
be  free to  c o n tin u e  to  express th e ir  
o p in io n s . . . .T he c o n fro n ta t io n  
escala ted  a n d  several o f  th e  d e m ­
o n s tra to rs  g ra b b e d  a n d  h i t  th e  
officer. A t th is  p o in t ,  th e  th ree  
s tu d e n ts  in vo lved  in  th e  a tta c k  o n  
th e  officer w ere a rre s ted .” S pecifi­
cally, W illiam s  c o n te n d s  th a t  o n e  
s tu d e n t p ro te s to r  ju m p e d  a g u a rd , 
a n o th e r  p ro te s to r  g ra p p le d  a g u a rd  
to  th e  g ro u n d , w h ile  a th ird  p ro ­
te s to r  b ea t th e  h e a d  a n d  b o d y  o f  
a n o th e r  g uard .

B u t th e  s tu d e n t p ro te s to rs  d en y  
all o f  W illia m s’ a lleg a tio n s a n d  
c o n te n d  th a t  it w as they  w h o  w ere 
a ssau lted  b y  C C N Y  security . H a ­
das T heir, an  Israeli s tu d e n t  d e m ­
o n s tra to r  w h o  w as a rre s ted  a fte r 
she b eg an  ta k in g  p h o to s  o f  secu ­
rity  b ru ta liz in g  h e r  fe llow  s tu d e n t 
p ro te s to rs , m a in ta in s  “2 0  o f  us 
g o t to g e th e r  to  p ro te s t a t th e  ca­
reer fair. F o u r d if fe re n t b ran ch es  
o f  th e  m ilita ry  sh o w ed  up . W e 
w a n te d  to  p u t  o u t  a specific  m es­

sage th a t  th e y  w ere re c ru it in g  fo r 
p eo p le  to  f ig h t a n d  d ie  in  Iraq , 
th a t  th is  w asn ’t a jo b  o p p o r tu n ity . 
W e s ta r te d  c h a n tin g  ‘U .S . o u t o f  
Iraq ’ a n d  ‘R ecru ite rs  o ff  c a m p u s .’ 
V ery  qu ick ly , w e w ere  su r ro u n d e d  
b y  C C N Y  se cu rity  guards . T h ey  
sh oved  us o u t  o f  th e  career fa ir a n d  
closed  th e  do o rs . T h e  po lice  cam e 
a n d  w e w ere b e a te n  a n d  a rre s ted .”

T h e  a c c o u n t o f  even ts as to ld  
by  T h e ir  a n d  th e  o th e r  tw o  a r­
re s ted  s tu d e n ts  is c o rro b o ra te d  
b y  o th e r  s tu d e n t, facu lty  a n d  s ta ff  
w h o  w ere  p re se n t a t th e  jo b  fair. 
M arie  N azo n , a C C N Y  co u n se lo r 
said , “T h e  s tu d e n ts  w ere c h a n tin g  
peacefully . T h e  s i tu a tio n  b eco m e  
aggressive w h e n  th e  [secu rity  o f­
ficers] cam e in . [They] lo o k e d  like 
th e y  w ere  read y  fo r a c tio n .” A c­
c o rd in g  to  T iffan y  Paul, o n e  o f  th e  
s tu d e n t p ro te s to rs , a fte r secu rity  
officers e jec ted  p ro te s to rs  fro m  th e  
jo b  fair, th e y  s la m m e d  Ju s tin o  R o ­
d rig u ez  ag a in s t a w all a n d  p u sh e d  
N ich o la s  B erg reen  to  th e  floor.

E ven  C C N Y  s tu d e n ts  w h o  w ere 
n o t  sy m p a th e tic  to  th e  c o u n te r ­
re c ru itm e n t p ro te s te rs  d e n y  P resi­
d e n t W illia m s’ a llega tions. O n e  
su ch  s tu d e n t w h o  chose  to  re m a in  
a n o n y m o u s  fo r fear o f  re t r ib u t io n  
fro m  th e  C U N Y  A d m in is tra tio n , 
to ld  th e  facu lty  u n io n  n ew sp ap e r 
The C larion , “ I ’m  n o t  a n  ac tiv is t, 
I fin d  ac tiv is ts  a little  crazy. B u t 
a fte r I h e a rd  [P res id en t W illiam s] 
charges, I th o u g h t , t r u th  is b e in g  
tu rn e d  to  its o p p o s ite .” A c c o rd in g  
to  th e  a n t i - c o u n te r - r e c ru itm e n t 
s tu d e n t, “th e  secu rity  g u a rd s  w ere  
so aggressive. . .T hey  w ere  d ra g ­
g in g  p eo p le  across th e  flow. I saw

R £ M £ M B £ R S
F r a n c i s  

O b a j i ,College of 
Staten Island
Killed in Iraq on 
January 17,2005

J i m  
P r e v e t e ,Queens College
Killed in Iraq in 
October, 2004

F r e d e r i c k  

A k i n t a d e ,City Tech
Killed in Iraq on 
October 28,2004

Not pictured: Min Soo Chin was 
killed in Iraq on February 26,2005
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C S I &  C U N Y  N E W S

a s tu d e n t w h o  was ly ing  o n  th e  floo r a n d  th e  th ree  secu rity  
g uards ju m p e d  o n  his back . T hey  tw is ted  h is h an d s  a n d  h a n d ­
cuffed  h im . . . I also saw  a girl tak in g  p ic tu res  (T heir) w ith  h e r 
still cam era. A t least tw o  secu rity  guards g rab b ed  her, tw is t­
ing  h e r h an d s, an d  to o k  th e  cam era  away. A n o th e r  secu rity  
g u a rd  w as h o ld in g  a h an d cu ffed  p ro te s to r’s head  aga in s t th e  
wall w hile . . .speak ing  on  his w alk ie-ta lk ie . T he p ro te s te r  h a d  
b lo o d  on  his face.”

H o sp ita l records co rro b o ra te  th e  s tu d e n ts ’ eyew itness tes­
tim ony . W h ile  o n ly  o n e  secu rity  g u a rd  w as tre a ted  a t a local 
h o sp ita l fo r “h ig h  b lo o d  p ressu re ,” s tu d e n t p ro te s to r  R o d ri­

guez w as d iag n o sed  w ith  a le ft jaw  c o n tu s io n  a n d  s tu d e n t 
B erg reen  w as d iag n o sed  w ith  a m ild  co n cu ss io n .

F u r th e r  c o n tra d ic tin g  P re s id en t W illiam s s ta te m e n t w as 
C a ro l L ang , ad m in is tra tiv e  ass istan t fo r th e  C C N Y  T h ea te r 
D e p a r tm e n t. L ang  c o rro b o ra te d  th e  a c c o u n t to ld  by  p ro ­
testo rs o f  secu rity  b ru ta liz in g  s tu d e n t d e m o n s tra to rs . D u r ­
ing  th e  in c id e n t, L an g  yelled  a t th e  secu rity  officers to  “le t 
h e r [Their] go” w h ile  o n e  o f  th e  s tu d e n t d e m o n s tra to rs  w as 
b e in g  accosted  by  security . T w o days afte r th e  a rrest o f  s tu ­
d en ts  a t th e  jo b  fair, in  a su rp ris in g  m ove, C C N Y  secu rity  
m a rc h e d  in to  th e  C C N Y  T h ea te r D e p a r tm e n t offices an d

March 14, 2 0 0 5  

Dear President Williams:

CSI Professor Sandi Cooper, a graduate of CCNY, 
writes CCNY President Williams regarding free speech.

As a graduate of the College ('57, summa), a faculty member in CUNY since
1 9 6 7  and former choir of the University Faculty Senate,  I hove some historical familiarity with the issue of curtailing 
free speech on campus.

Beyond the material displayed in the current exhibition mounted at the Graduate School about City College's  
parlous relationship v/ith free speech,  I recall the v/illingness of the College officials during the 195 0 ' s  to allow FBI 
agents to prowl through student records, ferreting out "commies" - defined as students belonging to certain clubs; 
the arrest of an English professor for "ignoring" a legislative summons (which he never received) and the general  
acceptance by students and faculty alike, that they could not aspire to posts in the State department and Federal 
government, no matter how "anti-communist" the credentials of the administration were.

It was shameful. It took many years to live that down - mainly by historical amnesia.

In the 1960 ' s  and 70's,  confrontations between students and police over col lege as well os national issues spread 
and in the 1990's ,  the creation of "peace" officers altered the older system whereby private security guards under 
the control of presidents and campus regulations functioned, reasonably accurately. But even with the Reynolds 
"peace" officers, the central administration required certain limitations.

It seems to me that the recent events at City College have violated all those limitations. Further it seems to me that 
before someone is found "guilty" and locked up in prison, it behooves a mature educational institution to conduct  
an inquiry into fact and not believe the first presumably damaged  claimant who  gains the administration's ear.

As an alumna who has contributed to the Association, I intend not to send a single penny this year and plan to 
share this letter widely with others in the hope that they will also withhold until a full investigation is conducted by 
neutral outsiders AND until the right to free speech is protected. There was  too much silence in the past -which  
meant complicity.

In sadness,
Sandi E Cooper  
class of '57



a rres ted  L an g  fo r “a ssau ltin g  
an  officer w ith  a n  u n k n o w n  
o b je c t”; she  w as re leased  36  
h o u rs  later. L ang , a 54  year 
o ld  g ra n d m o th e r  w h o  s tan d s  
4 ’1 r  ca lled  th e  charges “crazy” 
a n d  c o n te n d s  th a t  she  never 
a tta c k e d  an y  se cu rity  guards.
O th e r  facu lty  a n d  s ta ff  su p p o r t  
L an g ’s cla im s. C C N Y  P rofesso r 
S e th  R o sen b e rg  o f  th e  C C N Y  
S ch o o l o f  E d u c a tio n  a n d  M a rk  T u rn er, 
D ire c to r  o f  th e  C C N Y  A rtin o  L a b o ra ­
to ry  fo r C o m p u ta tio n a l M a th e m a tic s , 
b o th  eyew itnesses to  th e  c o u n te r - re ­
c ru i tm e n t a c tio n  c la im  th a t  L an g  never 
a tta c k e d  an y o n e . L an g  believes h e r a r­
rest w as p u n is h m e n t fo r d e fe n d in g  th e  
s tu d e n t’s r ig h t to  free speech  a n d  fo r 
d isag ree ing  w ith  P re s id e n t W illia m s  ac­
c o u n t o f  events. “T h is w as a w ay  o f  n o t 
o n ly  p u n is h in g  m e  [for c o n tra d ic tin g  
P re s id e n t W illia m s’ s ta te m e n t]  b u t  also 
a w ay  o f  c h illin g  fu tu re  d is sen t a t C ity  
C o lleg e ,.” argues L ang .

O th e r  p ro fesso rs across C U N Y  agree. 
“S o m e th in g  a b o u t th is  d o esn ’t m ak e  
sense to  m e. I f  secu rity  w as a t th e  d e m ­
o n s tra tio n  o n  W ed n esd ay  a n d  i f  th ey  
saw  h e r [Lang] assau lt an  officer on  
W ednesday , w h y  d id n ’t th e y  a rrest h e r 
o n  th e  spot? W h y  d id  th ey  w a it u n ti l 
F riday?” asked  P ro fesso r K en  Sherrill 
o f  H u n te r  C o lleg e ’s P o litica l Science 
d e p a r tm e n t . P ro fesso r L aw rence  R u sh ­
in g  o f  L aG u a rd ia  C o m m u n ity  C o llege  
ad d e d , “By c rea tin g  false, tr u m p e d  u p  
charges aga in s t p ro te s te rs  fig h tin g  for 
a fa irer un iversity , th e y  are a t te m p tin g  
to  c rea te  an  a tm o sp h e re  o f  fear a n d  
in t im id a t io n  to  s ta m p  o u t co m p le te ly  
all sem b lan ce  o f  sp eech  w h ic h  dares to  
critic ize  th e  p eo p le  in  ch a rg e .” “I t  seem s 
th a t  C U N Y  se cu rity  is o u t  o f  c o n tro l in  
m o re  w ays th a n  o n e ,” a d d e d  P ro fesso r 
M a ry  O ’R io rd a n  o f  C ity  T ech .

C C N Y  P r e s i d e n t  
G r e g o ry  W i l l ia m s

D e sp ite  th e  
c o u rts  re leasing  
all th ree  s tu d e n t 
p ro te s to rs  o n  th e ir  
ow n  recogn izance , 
an d  w ith o u t  se t­
tin g  u p  a h e a rin g  
to  h ea r th e  s tu d e n t 
p ro te s to rs  a c c o u n t 
o f  even ts , P resi­
d e n t W illiam s  

b a n n e d  all th ree  s tu d e n ts  fro m  cam p u s  
c itin g  th e m  as a “d a n g e r” to  th e ir  fellow  
s tu d e n ts , facu lty  a n d  s ta f f  In  a d d it io n , 
C a ro l L ang  w as su sp e n d e d  w ith o u t  pay  
fro m  h e r d u tie s  in  th e  T h e a te r d e p a r t­
m e n t.

S tu d en ts , facu lty  a n d  s ta ff s tu n n e d  
by  th e  ac tions o f  P res iden t W iU iam s, 
sp ru n g  in to  ac tio n  to  p ressure W illiam s 
to  d ro p  all c rim in a l charges against th e  
s tu d e n t an d  s ta ff a n d  to  lift th e  su sp en ­
sions. F irst, o n  M arch  17 th , th e  C C N Y  
F acu lty  S enate  passed a m o tio n  resolving 
“T h a t th e  th ree  s tu d e n ts  an d  s ta ff w h o  
have been  su sp en d ed  as a resu lt o f  th e  yet 
to  be clarified  e n c o u n te r  w ith  th e  po lice 
o n  th e  C C N Y  cam p u s be re in sta ted  to  
th e ir  p ro p e r  place in  th e  academ ic  c o m ­
m u n ity , p e n d in g  an  o p en  an d  th o ro u g h  
inves tiga tion  o f  th e  in c id e n t.”

T h e  fo llo w in g  day, over 2 0 0  s tu d e n ts , 
facu lty  a n d  s ta ff  ra llied  a t C C N Y  d e m ­
o n s tra tin g  ag a in s t th e  ac tio n s  ta k e n  by  
P re s id e n t W illiam s . A m o n g  th e  p ro ­
te s to rs  w as D o n n a  L ie b e rm a n  fro m  th e  
N e w  Y ork C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n io n , w h o  
sta ted , “ . . .th e  u n iv e rs ity  is a c tin g  n o t 
as a to o l o f  le a rn in g , b u t  o f  g o v e rn m e n t 
rep ress io n .” In  p u n is h in g  th e  s tu d e n ts  
an d  s ta ff  befo re  th e ir  d isc ip lin a ry  h e a r­
ings, “C C N Y  is m a k in g  a m o c k e ry  o f  
d u e  p rocess ,” she  said . O rg an ize rs  also 
b eg an  co lle c tin g  s ig n a tu res  fo r a p e ti­
tio n  th a t  a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , d e m a n d s  
W illia m s  “d e fen d s  th e  C C N Y  s tu d e n ts

a n d  staff, d ro p  all d isc ip lin a ry  p ro ­
ceed ings ag a in s t th o se  in vo lved  in  th e  
p ro te s t, a n d  la u n c h  an  in v es tig a tio n  
in to  th e  ac tio n s  o f  c am p u s security .” 
A m o n g  th o se  w h o  s ig n ed  th e  p e ti tio n  
w ere fam ed  a u th o r  H o w a rd  Z in n ; fo r­
m e r U .S . A tto rn e y  G en era l, R am sey  
C la rk ; n o te d  au th o r , T a riq  A li; N Y C  
C o u n c ilm a n , C h a rle s  B aron ; a n d  C S I 
P rofessors A sh ley  D a w so n  o f  th e  E n g ­
lish  d e p a r tm e n t a n d  Saad ia  T o o r o r th e  
Sociology, A n th ro p o lo g y  a n d  Social 
W o rk  d e p a r tm e n t . A lso s ig n in g  th e  
p e ti t io n  w as Jeffrey  Fogel o f  th e  C e n ­
te r fo r C o n s ti tu t io n a l R ig h ts , w h o  ex­
c la im ed , “I f  th e  d e m o n s tra t io n  w as an  
an n o y an ce , [C U N Y ] s h o u ld  be  ab le  to  
to le ra te  it, th e  s tu d e n ts ’ exercising  th e ir  
first a m e n d m e n t rig h ts  sh o u ld  take  p re ­
ced en ce .”

A p p a re n tly  su c c u m b in g  to  p ressu re . 
P re s id en t W illiam s  lifted  th e  su sp e n ­
sions fo r th e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  s ta ff  o n  A pril 
11. L an g  w e n t b ack  o n  p ay ro ll (after 
lo s in g  th ree  w eeks o f  in co m e) a n d  th e  
s tu d e n ts  w ere able to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  
classes. S ub seq u en tly , P re s id en t W il­
liam s d ro p p e d  all a d m in is tra tiv e  c h a rg ­
es aga in s t th e  s tu d e n ts . T h e  D is tr ic t 
A tto rn e y  w h o  w o u ld  have  p ro se c u te d  
c rim in a l charges ag a in s t th e  s tu d e n ts  
a n d  s ta ff  d ec lin ed  to  p ro secu te  a n d  in ­
s tead  g ra n te d  an  “a d jo u rn m e n t in  c o n ­
te m p la t io n  o f  d ism issa l.” I f  th e  s tu d e n ts  
a n d  s ta ff  av o id  g e tt in g  a rre s ted  fo r th e  
fo llo w in g  six m o n th s , all ch a rg ed  w ill 
be  d ism issed  a n d  th e ir  reco rds w ill be 
sealed; th e  p rocess is n o t an  ad m iss io n  
o f  g u ilt. .

S u rp rising ly , as o f  press tim e  C aro l 
L an g  w as su sp e n d e d  aga in  w ith o u t  p ay  
a t a Ju n e  2 n d  h e a rin g  a t C C N Y . T h ird  
RailwlW  c o n tin u e  to  fo llow  th is  s to ry  
a n d  re p o r t an y  a d d it io n a l new s in  fu ­
tu re  issues.
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Reviev/ed by 
Shay/>̂ n Fisher

W h o  co u ld  have expected  th a t  w h en  a y o u n g  P en n  F ra­
ser Jille tte , a jack  o f  all trades e n te r ta in e r  h a p p e n e d  u p o n  
a y o u n g  L a tin  teach e r n a m e d  R ay m o n d  Jo sep h  T eller b ack  
in  the  m id  1 9 7 0 ’s, th a t  th ey  w o u ld  b eco m e  n o t  o n ly  such  a 
p o p u la r  e n te r ta in m e n t d u o  w ith  th e ir  co m ed ic  m ag ic  ro u ­
tin e , b u t w o u ld  go o n  to  be such  a m a jo r p o litica l, c o n su m ­
er an d  life w a tc h d o g  fo r th e  c o m m o n  m an . Penn &  Teller: 
Bullshit! h it  th e  airw aves in  2 0 0 3  d e b u tin g  o n  th e  Show - 
T im e  cable n e tw o rk  an d  p u llin g  n o  p u n ch es . T h e  c rea tio n  
o f  th e  series w as b ased  u p o n  o r in sp ired  b y  th e  p rac tices 
o f  m as te r m ag ic ian  H a rry  H o u d in i,  w h o  d e v o ted  th e  la tte r  
p a r t o f  h is life to  d e b u n k in g  som e w ide ly  accep ted  (as he 
called  it) “H u m b u g ” .

So w h a t exactly  is Bullshit, b ey o n d  th e  lite ra l d efin ition?  
N o w  in its th ird  season  th e  p ro g ram  is tech n ica lly  called  a 
reality  show , th o u g h  th e  rea lity  is th a t  it  has m o re  
in  c o m m o n  w ith  a te lev is ion  new s w a tc h d o g  
p ro g ram  th a n  a b u n c h  o f  w h in ey  w a n n a ­
bees b e in g  v o ted  o ff  so m e island . B u llsh it 
w o u ld  be an y  s itu a tio n , belief, p ro d u c t 
o rg an iza tio n  o r service th a t  is b u il t 
u p o n  m isco n cep tio n s  d e lib e ra te  o r 
o th e rw ise  by  a p e rso n  o r g ro u p  lo o k ­
ing  to  take  advan tage  o f  th e  tru s t  an d  
ig n o ran ce  o f  in n o c e n t peop le . B asically 
P en n  an d  T eller h u n t  d o w n  a n d  expose 
co n  artists , by  u s in g  in fo rm e d  c o m ­
m en tary . T hey  b rin g  in  rep re­
sen tatives o n  th e  issue as 
w ell as o p p o n e n ts  an d  
n o n -in v o lv ed  th ird  
parties— usually  a sci­
e n tis t o r an  ex p e rt in 
som e field th a t  can  
offer facts to  b ack  up 
o r d e b u n k  th e  
c h a l l e n g e d

o p in io n . P en n  a n d  T eller m ak e  n o  a t te m p t them selves to  
h id e  h o w  th ey  feel o n  th e  su b jec t a n d  th ey  express th a t  o p in ­
io n  (well, P en n  does anyw ay) th ro u g h o u t  th e  p ro g ra m , b u t  
th ey  alw ays give eq u a l a ir tim e  to  th o se  th e ir  a rg u m e n t is 
against.

In  o n e  such  case, P en n  &  T eller go a fte r a lleged  psychics 
w h o  c la im  th a t  th e y  can  speak  to  th e  d ead  a n d  use th is 
c la im ed  p o w er to  earn  a liv ing  fro m  bereaved  p e rso n s w h o  
have lost loved  ones. T b ey  b ro u g h t in  J o h n  E d w ard , Jam es 
V on P raagh , an d  R o sem ary  AJ tea  all o f  w h o m  are w e ll-k n o w n  
se lf p ro c la im e d  m ed iu m s . “O n e  o f  th e  w e ird  th in g s  H o u d in i 
d iscovered  is th a t  so m e o f  these  m e d iu m s  ac tu a lly  slip  in to  
believ ing  th e ir  o w n  b u llsh it. T h ey  fo rge t th e ir  o w n  m isses, 
o r as Jo h n  E d w ard , th e  b iggest d o u c h e  in  th e  un iverse , does, 
rew rite  th e m  as h its  th a t  w e re  ju s t n o t  able to  recogn ize ,” 

said  P en n . “C o ld  read in g  can  be d o n e  acciden ta lly . T h a t 
d o esn ’t m ean  th e  p sych ic  is a b e tte r  p e rso n . L ying 

to  them selves does n o t  m ak e  ly ing  to  o th e rs  ok. 
I t can  m ak e  in te lle c tu a lly  lazy scu m b ag s m o re  

c o n v in c in g  a n d  d an g ero u s . B u t even 
i f  these  fucks k n o w  th e y ’re ju s t 

m a k in g  sh it u p  a n d  p u sh ­
in g  p e o p le ’s b u tto n s , 

th e y  te ll them selves, ‘A t 
least I ’m  c o m fo r tin g  
th e  bereaved  (P enn  
p a ra p h ra s in g  th e  Psy­
ch ics ).’ W h o  th e  fu ck  
are th e y  to  dec id e  
th a t  ly ing  a b o u t th e  
u n iverse  a n d  a d ead  

loved  o n e  is w h a t 
th e  b ereaved  needs? 
T h a t’s co n d e sc e n d in g  

b u llsh it,” sa id  P en n  
d u r in g  th e  ep isode .



N o t every ep iso d e  deals w ith  such  
h e a v y -h a n d e d  su b jec ts  such  as dea th ; 
th e  d u o  has n o  p ro b le m  g o in g  a fte r 
m o re  lau g h ab le  to p ics  th a t  still can  
be  co n sid e red  co n -jo b s , su ch  as th e ir  
re cen t ep iso d e  o n  hair, w h ere  th e y  go 
a fte r an  in d u s try  th a t  has ta k e n  a d ­
van tag e  peop les v a n ity  a n d  insecurity . 
T h ey ’ve also ch a llen g ed  th e  bottle wa­
ter in d u s try ; “C o n su m e rs  are  o ffered  
w a te r w ith  n am es co n v ey in g  p u re  an d  
p ris tin e  w a te r sources. E ver h e a r  o f  
A laskan  Falls w ater?  T h a t m u s t co m e 
fro m  th e  cry s ta l-c lear glacial w ate rs  
o f  o u r  4 9 th  s ta te , r ig h t?” said  P en n . 
“Sorry, folks. A laskan  flows fro m  th is 
liq u i-b o x  c o rp o ra tio n  b u ild in g  in 
W o r th in g to n , O h io . D o es  th e  b ra n d  
Y osem ite c o n ju re  u p  v is ions o f  th e  
coo l, p r is tin e  w ate rs  ru sh in g  th ro u g h  
C a lifo rn ia ’s h ig h  sierras? W ell, th e n  
th e  m ark e te rs  have d o n e  th e ir  jobs. 
T h e  sou rce  o f  Y osem ite b o tt le d  w a te r 
is ac tu a lly  4 0 0  m iles aw ay in  N o r th ­
w est Los A ngeles. H o w  a b o u t E verest 
W ater? C o u ld  o u r  p id d ly  show  p o s ­
sib ly  a ffo rd  to  sen d  a cam era  crew  to  
N epal?  N o t  necessary! E verest com es 
fro m  th e  in d u s tr ia l sec tio n  o f  C o rp u s  

C ris ti , Texas! In  fac t i f  y o u  
read  th e  fine 
p r in t  o n  th e  
fu ck in g  la ­
bel, th e y  even

a d m it th a t  th e  w a te r com es fro m  a 
m u n ic ip a l source! T h a t is ta p  w ater, 
b ro th e rs  a n d  sisters o f  th e  c u lt o f  th e  
b o tt le ,” said  P en n  d u r in g  th e  ep isode .

h s  one  m ig h t observe 30  seconds 
in to  an y  given episode, P enn  has q u ite  a 
p e n c h a n t fo r p ro fan ity  so m u c h  so th a t 
he  co u ld  m ake  a sailor b lush . T here  is 
m e th o d  b e h in d  th is  m adness th o u g h .

As P en n  a d m its  th e  title  o f  th e  show  
a n d  th e  c o n s ta n t use o f  p ro fa n ity  is, 
a “legal m a n e u v e r” s ince  ca llin g  p e o ­
p le  liars, frauds, ch a rla tan s  a n d  hacks 
co u ld  be c o n s tru e d  as slander, call­
in g  so m e o n e  a “fu c k e r” a n d  say th a t 
th e y ’re se lling  “b u llsh i t” is okay. P en n  
does, how ever, seem s to  take  g rea t joy  
in  u s in g  th e  p h ra se  “a n d  th e n  th e re ’s 
th is  assho le!” Iro n ica lly  d u r in g  th e  ep ­
isode  o n  P ro fa n ity  P en n  w e n t th ro u g h  
th e  e n tire  ep iso d e  w ith o u t  sw earing .

T h ere  is n o  su b jec t o r  p e rso n  th a t  
can  be co n s id e red  ta b o o  fo r th is  d ia - 
tr ib ic  d u o  a n d  to  p ro v e  it  th e y ’ve even 
g o n e  a fte r so m e m a jo r  icons o f  th e  
tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  su ch  as G a n d h i, 
M o th e r  T heresa  a n d  th e  D a li L am a. 
D e b u n k in g  a lo t o f  th e  d e if ica tio n  
th a t  has g ro w n  a ro u n d  th e  th re e  fig­
ures th ro u g h o u t  th e  las t several d e ­
cades, th e y  res to re  th e m  to  th e  level o f  

h u m a n  b e in g  again . N o te d  sch o la r 
N o a m  C h o m sk y  w h o  has b een  in ­

t i  o w  a r d  
S te rn  an d

R a lp h  N ader. 
Bullshit, has

all th e  sh o ck  o f  
S te rn  w ith o u t  said  sh o c k  s im p ly  b e ­
in g  fo r shocks sake a n d  all th e  h e a r t o f  
a tru e  c o n su m e r ad v o ca te  like N a d e r  
w ith o u t  th e  w h in in e ss . Bullshit, in  
a w ay  has b eco m e  so m e w h a t a p ro ­
p h e tic  fu lfillm en t, o f  an  ap p ea ran ce  
by  th e  tw o  o n  th e  te lev is ion  series 
Babylon 5  in  1998  w h ere  w h ile  p lay ­
in g  charac te rs  sim ila r to  th e ir  real life 
p e rso n as th e y  expressed  a desire  to  ge t 
m o re  in vo lved  in  soc ie ty  b e y o n d  e n ­
te r ta in m e n t to  effect tru e  a n d  positive  
ch an g e  in  th e ir  w o rld . So have th e  real 
P en n  a n d  T eller w h o  have n o w  crea ted  
a p la tfo rm  to  effect positiv e  c h an g e  in  
th e  w o rld  n o t  b y  te llin g  p eo p le  w h a t 
to  a n d  n o t  to  d o — -rather by  re m in d ­
in g  th e m  th a t  it  is foo lish  to  b lin d ly  
fo llow  an y  p e rso n , o rg a n iz a tio n  o r b e ­
lie f  a n d  th a t  o n ly  th o se  w illin g  to  c r i t­

ically  q u e s tio n  ev e ry th in g  
in  th e ir  life can  avo id  
s te p p in g  in  bu llsh it!
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S s i i l m d

b y  Kara D o n n e l l y

As k  a n y o n e  t o  n a m e  a
p a r t  o f  th e  F ir s t  A m e n d m e n t  
a n d  c h a n c e s  a re  th e r e  a re  

g o in g  to  b e  th r e e  m a in  r e s p o n s ­
es; f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h , f re e ­
d o m  o f  th e  p re s s , o r  f r e e d o m  
o f  r e h g io n .  H o w e v e r , r e c e n t ly  
C r i t ic a l  M a s s , a  p ro fe s s e d  u n ­
o rg a n iz e d  m o v e m e n t  o f  b ic y c le s
h a s  c h a l le n g e d  N e w  Y o rk  to  u p h o ld  th e  m o s t  f o r g o t te n  
r i g h t  g r a n te d  b y  th e  F ir s t  A m e n d m e n t— th e  r i g h t  to  
p e a c e fu l ly  a s s e m b le . T h is  r ig h t  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  in  la b o r  
d is p u te s ,  c iv il r ig h ts  a n d  a n t i - w a r  p r o te s ts  a n d  n o w . 
C r i t ic a l  M a s s  is u s in g  i t  f o r  w h a t  s h o u ld  s im p ly  b e  a 
b ik e  r id e .

C r i t ic a l  M a s s  is a n  e v e n t  t h a t  b e g a n  in  S a n  F ra n c is c o  
f o c u s in g  o n  th e  r ig h ts  o f  b ic y c lis ts  a n d  o f  p e d e s t r ia n s  
o n  s tre e ts . T h is  m o v e m e n t  m a d e  its  w a y  in to  N e w  Y o rk  
C i ty  in  A p r i l  1 9 9 3 , w h e re  b ic y c l is ts  a n d  p o lic e  o ff ic e rs  
w o r k e d  to g e th e r  to  m a k e  th e  r id e  safe . I t  is a n  e v e n t  
w h e re  th e  o n ly  re a s o n  to  b e  th e r e  is to  b ik e  a n d  i t ’s n o t  
a b o u t  w h o  y o u  a re , w h a t  y o u  m a k e , w h a t  y o u  d o ; i t ’s 
ju s t  a  r id e . I t ’s a b u n c h  o f  p e o p le  c o m in g  to g e th e r  b a s e d  
o n  th is  id e a  t h a t  y o u  c a n  h a v e  a  r id e  t h a t  d o e s n ’t  h a v e  
a  le a d e r , d o e s n ’t  h a v e  a r o u te ,  t h a t  i t  j u s t  g o e s  w h e re  
p e o p le  fee l th e  in c l in a t io n  to  go .

T h e se  r id e s  w e re  a lw ay s  u n ­
e v e n tfu l .  B e c a u se  o f  th is ,  
in  th e i r  t h e n  e le v e n -  
y e a r  h is to ry , th e y  
h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  
r e q u i r e d  to  
g e t a p e r ­

m i t  fo r  th e i r  p la c e s  o f  s t a r t  (T im e s  
S q u a re  b e in g  o n e  o f  th e m ) ,  o r  

to  in f o r m  th e  N Y P D  o f  th e i r  
p r e d i c te d  r o u te .  T h a t  a ll 

c h a n g e d  la s t y e a r  w h e n  
th e  R e p u b l ic a n  N a t io n a l  
C o n v e n t i o n  c a m e  to  
N e w  Y o rk  a n d  b r o u g h t  

w i th  it: a w e e k  fu l l  o f  
s p e e c h e s , m a jo r  tr a f f ic  ja m s , 

a n  in c re a s e  in  th e  a lr e a d y  h ig h  s e c u r i ty  lev e l o f  p o s t -  
9 /1 1  M a n h a t t a n ,  a n d  o f  c o u rs e , p r o te s to r s .  W h a t  
w o u ld  a  p o l i t i c a l  g a th e r in g  b e  w i t h o u t  p ro te s to r s ?

O v e r  th e  e ig h t - d a y  s p a n  o f  th e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  th e  N e w  
Y o rk  P o lic e  D e p a r t m e n t  a r r e s te d  o v e r  1 ,7 0 0  p e o p le -  
m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  o f  th e m  b ik e  r id e r s -  a n d  d e ta in e d  th e m  
in  th e  c o n ta m in a t e d  P ie r  5 7 . T h e  p o lic e  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  
th e i r  a t t a c k  o n  b ik e  r id e r s  b y  r e m o v in g  lo c k e d  b ik e s . 
T h is  m e t h o d  w a s  u s e d  d u r i n g  th e  c o n v e n t io n ,  b u t  th e  
m o s t ,  4 0 ,  w e re  r e m o v e d  t h a t  n ig h t .  T h e  o w n e r s -  m o s t ly  
n e ig h b o r h o o d  r e s id e n ts -  w e re  n o t  in f o r m e d ,  a n d  th e y  
a s s u m e d  t h a t  th e  b ik e s  w e re  s to le n .

A  case  w a s  b r o u g h t  b e fo re  fe d e ra l  c o u r t  ju d g e  W i l l i a m  
H .  P a u le y  I I I  in  O c to b e r  b y  five b ik e  o w n e rs  w h o s e  
p r o p e r ty  w as  se iz e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  c h a rg e s  b e in g  b r o u g h t  
a g a in s t  t h e m -  a  c le a r  v io la t io n  o f  th e  F if th  v \m e n d m e n t  

o f  D u e  P ro c e s s . T h e  c i ty  d e n ie d  th e s e  a l le g a t io n s  
a n d  c o u n te r s u e d ,  a s k in g  t h a t  a  c o u r t  o r ­

d e r  p r e v e n t  th e  H a l lo w e e n  C r i t ic a l  
M a s s  r id e  f r o m  h a p p e n in g .  O n  

th e  is su e  o f  b ik e  s e iz u re s . 
J u d g e  P a u le y  is s u e d  a n  

i n j u n c t i o n ,  
p r e v e n t ­

in g  th e  N Y I ’D  f r o m  c u t t i n g  b ik e s  
w i t h o u t  i n f o r m i n g  th e i r  o w n e rs .  
H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  i t  c a m e  to  th e  i n ­
j u n c t i o n ,  th e  ju d g e  w a s  c o n fu s e d .  
W h y  w a s  i t  t h a t  th e  p o l ic e  w as  
s e e k in g  a n  i n j u n c t i o n  n o w , w h e n  i t  
h a d n ’t  h a d  a  p r o b l e m  w i th  C r i t ic a l  
M a s s  p r i o r  to  th is  e v e n t?  H e  a lso  
s t a te d  t h a t  “ [ T ] h e  r i g h t  to  a s s o c ia te  
w i th  o th e r s  in  p u r s u i t  o f  a  w id e  v a ­
r i e ty  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  so c ia l, e c o n o m ic ,  
e d u c a t io n a l  r e l ig io u s  a n d  c u l tu r a l  
e n d s ” e n jo y s  p r o t e c t i o n  u n d e r  th e  
F ir s t  A m e n d m e n t .  T r a n s la t io n :  
C r i t ic a l  M a s s  is tr a f f ic  a n d  s p e e c h .

S o  th i s  m e a n s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  c a n  
r id e  w i t h o u t  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  b e in g  a r ­
re s te d ,  as lo n g  as th e y  d o  n o t  v io ­
la te  t h e  law . R ight... T h is  w ill  g e t  a  
l i t t l e  t r ic k y  b e c a u s e  th e  m a s s  u s u ­
a lly  e n d s  u p  ta k in g  u p  a  fe w  b lo c k s  
a n d  tr a f f ic  ru le s  a re  b e n t  as a  r e s u lt .  
B u t  h e ll ,  c a rs  a n d  o th e r  m o to r i z e d  
m o n s te r s  v io la te  la w s  e v e ry  d a y  to o  
a n d  th e  p o l ic e  d o n ’t  is su e  a  t i c k e t  
f o r  e v e ry  o ffe n se .

P a u le y , h o w e v e r , d id  a s k  t h e  p a r ­
tie s  to  a g re e  o n  a  r o u t e  b e fo r e  th e  
H a l lo w e e n  r id e  b e g a n . T o  in f o r m  
th e  r id e r s ,  th e  p o l ic e  w e re  h a n d in g  
o u t  f lie rs  w i th  th e  p ic k e d  r o u t e  o n  
it .  N o w  a n y o n e  in  N e w  Y o rk  C i t y  
k n o w s , i f  th e  p o l ic e  e v e n  h a v e  a  l i t ­
tle  sa y  in  s o m e th in g ,  th e y  w ill  ta k e  
o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  th in g .  T h e  r o u te  w a s  
n o t  a g re e d  to  b y  C r i t ic a l  M a s s -  i t  
w a s  a n  o r d e r  b y  P o lic e  C o m m is ­
s io n e r  R a y  K elly .

T h e  r id e r s ,  a ll d re s s e d  in  H a l lo w ­
e e n  c o s tu m e s — a n d  w h a t  a  v a r ie ty  
th e y  w e re !— s t a r t e d  o u t  o n  P a rk  A v ­
e n u e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  v a r i ­
o u s  f o r m e d

p o l ic e  v e h ic le s , a t t e m p t i n g  to  k e e p  
th e m  o n  th e  r o u te .  B u t ,  w h e n  
p e o p le  w a n t  to  h a v e  f u n ,  n o t h i n g  
c a n  s to p  th e m .  A s s o o n  as t h e  r i d ­
e rs  s a w  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e y  s p l i t  
u p ,  c r e a t in g  a b o u t  10  s p l in t e r  r id e s  
a r o u n d  M i d to w n .  T h e  p o lic e ,  a g ­
g r a v a te d  b y  C r i t ic a l  M a s s ’s d e t e r ­
m i n a t i o n ,  a t t e m p t e d  to  c o r r a l  th e  
b ic y c l is ts  a n d  a r r e s te d  a b o u t  3 0  
r id e rs .

O f f ic ia ls  sa y  t h a t  C r i t ic a l  M a s s  
r id e s  v io la te  tr a f f ic  law s . T h e y  p r o b ­
a b ly  d id ,  b u t  a  N e w  Y o rk e r  c a n n o t  

w a lk  fiv e  m i n u te s  a n d  n o t  w i t ­
n e ss  a  tr a f f ic  v io l a t i o n  

b y  a  v e h ic le  in  
th e  five  b o r -  

o  u  g  h  s . 
A n d
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B I C Y C L E - R I D E R S  F R E E D O M  

F R O N T  S P E A K S  O U T !

Below is the anonymous communique  
sent out by Bicycle-Riders Freedom Front 
members in NYC about recent action;

To whom it may concern:

In the early morning hours of Tuesday,  
April 2 6 ,  2 0 0 5 ,  members of the Bicycle- 
riders Freedom Front (BFF) dismantled 
a section of the recently installed anti- 
bike barriers on the Brooklyn side of the 
Manhattan Bridge. These barriers prevent 
cyclists from taking a direct exit off of 
the bike path and force them to follow a 
lengthy detour to the unlit underside of the 
Manhattan Bridge, where several cyclists 
have reported incidents of harassment.

v e ry  ra re ly  d o e s  th e  N Y P D  p u l l  a  c a r  o v e r  fo r  ille g a l 
la n e  c h a n g e s , r u n n i n g  r e d  l ig h ts ,  p a r k in g  in  a  b ik e  la n e , 
b lo c k in g  in te r s e c t io n s ,  n o t  y ie ld in g  to  e m e r g e n c y  v e ­
h ic le s , o r  h o n k in g  th e i r  h o r n s  in  “n o  h o r n ” z o n e s . T h e  
p o lic e  n e v e r  s e e m  to  m i n d  w h e n  c a rs  c a u se  tr a f f ic  p r o b ­
le m s  fo r  b ik e  r id e rs  a n d  d o  n o th i n g  w h e n  p a r k e d  ca rs  
c o n t in u a l ly  p a r k  in  th e  d e s ig n a te d  b ik e  la n e s  o n  R ic h ­
m o n d  T e r ra c e , r i g h t  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  1 2 0  p o lic e  s t a t io n .  
T h e  p r o b le m  is t h a t  th e s e  c a rs  a re  v e ry  lik e ly  to  b e lo n g  
to  p o l ic e  o ff ic e rs  w o r k in g  o u t  o f  th e  1 2 0 , a n d  c o p s  d o n t  
g iv e  c o p s  t ic k e ts .

I to o k  i t  u p o n  m y s e lf  to  g o  a n d  see  w h a t  
re a lly  h a p p e n e d  a t  th e s e  r id e s . I h e a r d  th in g s  
in  th e  n e w s p a p e rs ,  I h e a r d  a c c o u n ts  f r o m  
f r ie n d s  o f  m in e  th a t  w e re  a r r e s te d ;  I w a n te d  
to  see  w h a t  w as  rea l.

Y o u  h a v e  e v e ry o n e  f r o m  L a t in o  k id s  a n d  
th e i r  b ik e  c re w  f r o m  th e  L o w e r  E a s t  S id e ,

These barriers are just another 
hazard of living in a city designed and 
shaped by car-worshipping ideologues.  For 
years, cyclists in N e w  York City have believed 
that they have had no choice but to live with 
inadequate bike lanes, inconsiderate and aggressive  
drivers, and poorly designed and maintained bike paths 
and bridges. Every day cyclists are the victims of hit and run 
drivers who are rarely held culpable for their actions. Every day  
cyclists are forced to compete with car traffic because their bike paths-  
if they ore lucky enough to be on one of the few roads with a demarcated  
bike path- are blocked by idling and double-parked vehicles, including police 
vehicles. Every day cyclists injure themselves and d am ag e  their bikes on bridges  
built without any consideration for bicycle and pedestrian safety.

to  b u s in e s s m e n  in  s u i ts  to  fa m il ie s  o n  
ta n d e m s .  H o n e s t ly  i t ’s s u c h  a  r e l ie f  to  

b e  in  a n  e v e n t  w h e re  y o u r  o n ly  re a ­
s o n  to  b e  th e r e  is to  b ik e  a n d  i t ’s 

n o t  a b o u t  w h o  y o u  a re , w h a t  
y o u  m a k e ,  w h a t  y o u  d o ,  i t ’s 

ju s t  a  r id e . I t ’s a  b u n c h  
o f  p e o p le  c o m in g  t o ­

g e th e r  b a s e d o n
th is  id e a  t h a t  y o u  c a n  h a v e  a r id e  t h a t  

d o e s n ’t  h a v e  a le a d e r , d o e s n ’t  h a v e  a 
ro u te ,  t h a t  i t  ju s t  g o e s  w h e re  p e o ­

p le  fee l th e  i n c l in a t io n  to  g o . I t  
s te e rs  i t s e l f  w h ic h  is o n e  o f  
t h e  b e a u t i f u l  th in g s  a b o u t

6 -8  b lo c k s  b e h in d  th e m . I t  s e e m e d  th e y  h a d  
n o  c h a n c e  o f  c a tc h in g  th e  r id e r s .  T h e re  w e re  
a lso  a r o u n d  3 0  s c o o te r  c o p s  w h o  tu r n e d  w e s t 
o n to  1 8 th  s t r e e t ,  g o in g  a g a in s t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
w a y  o f  tra f f ic , in  a s e e m in g ly  c h a o t i c  d is p la y  o f  
c a re le s sn e s s . T h e  s c o o te r s  th e m s e lv e s  s e e m e d  
a  m u c h  g re a te r  r is k  to  p u b l i c  s a f e ty  t h a n  th e  
c r i t ic a l  m a s s  r id e rs .

A f te r  s e e in g  f i r s th a n d  th e  a b u s e , t h e  m is ­
t r e a tm e n t  th e  N e w  Y o rk  P o lic e  D e p a r t m e n t  
p u t  th e  r id e r s  t h r o u g h  c a u s e d  m e  to  lo s e  w h a t ­
e v e r  r e s p e c t  I h a d  fo r  th e  m e n  in  b lu e . Yes, I 
u n d e r s t a n d  th a t  th e y  p u t  th e i r  life  o n  th e  l in e  
w i th  th e i r  jo b s ,  b u t  to  w a s te  th e  c i ty ’s m o n e y  

o v e r  s o m e th i n g  as t r iv ia l  as a  C r i t ic a l  M a s s  r id e  s e e m s  fo o h s h  
In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  i t ’s j u s t  f in e  f o r  c a rs  a n d  v e h ic le s  to  a c t  h o w e v e r  

th e y  lik e , b u t  s o m e  p e o p le  t h a t  w a n t  to  g e t  t o g e th e r  a n d  r id e  th e i r  
b ik e s , is c r im in a l .  C a rs  j a m  u p  th e  s t r e e ts  a n d  th e y  ca ll i t  a  tr a f f ic  
ja m .  B ik e s  j a m  th e  s t r e e ts  a n d  i t ’s a  c r im e .  Y eah , th e  A m e r ic a n  
ju s t i c e  s y s te m  m a k e s  p e r f e c t  se n se .

R E S O L U T I O N  R E B U K I N G  
M A Y O R  B L O O M B E R G

Keith Crandall, the author of this resolution, 
passed a w a y  a month ag o .  In September of 
1 9 9 8 ,  he w as  inducted into the Greenwich  
Village Hall of Fame for advocating human 
services, writing for The Villager and  
chairing the community board.  He enjoyed  
bike riding, and this resolution was  his 
parting gift not only to his community, but 
also to N e w  York City as  a whole

MANHATTAN CB 2 REBUKES MAYOR 
OVER REPRESSION OF BICYCLISTS

"THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the 
Community Board No.  2,  Manhattan,  
expresses its profound concern at the City's 
Administration's decision to violate many of 
the most sacred provisions of the Constitution 
as enumerated in the Bill of Rights: notably, 
freedom of speech,  freedom of the press, 
and freedom to assemble; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CB2 insists 
that the City Administration halt its 
unconstitutional attacks on our fellow citizens 
as they assemble peaceably  and respect 
the rights of all our citizens to exercise the 
freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution and  
Bill of Rights."

Passed unanimously
4-21-05  NYC CB2

If moderates continue to fail to win changes,  w e  will take direct action. W e want the 
dangerous bumps on the Williamsburg Bridge bike path removed by the city or w e  
will remove them ourselves. W e demand that lights be installed on the Willis Avenue 
Bridge and that a stop light and crosswalk be constructed on the Bronx side of the 
bridge, where pedestrians and cyclists are presently forced to cross multiple lanes of 
fast traffic.

W e are pedestrians and bicyclists who refuse to submit to the tyranny of car- 
centrist urban planners who design and build OUR city for the convenience of the 
automobile. W e call for other walkers and riders to pick up the wrench and help us 
to dismantle car culture one bolt at a time.

Yours,
BFF

It.
T o  see  p e o p le  b e in g  

th r o w n  f r o m  th e i r  b ik e s -  i n ­
c lu d in g  th o s e  y o u n g e r  t h a n  
m e !-  w a s  s o m e th i n g  I n e v e r  
t h o u g h t  I w o u ld  see  w i th  
re g a rd s  to  b ik e  r id in g . .

I w a s  a lso  w itn e s s  to  a b o u t  
15  v a n s  c h a s in g  a  s p l in te r  
g r o u p  u p  8 th  A v e n u e , a b o u t
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Alihdtigh it has often been challenged. ThirdRaUvMl continue to fight for our own right to freedom of expression. ThelPefore, no mat­ter how many times cowards tear down our billboard display instead of questioning us about its content or simply writing a letter stat­ing the reason for having issues with the billboard, we will continue 
to put it all right back. We do, however, eagerly await any chance to 
openly discuss the issue.
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CULTURAl DISCOURSE

U n d e r  

F i r e !

b y  S h aw n  Fisher

WH E N  W R IT E R  SA M  A P P L E  su b m itte d  
liis e n try  in to  th e  a n n u a l F aux  F au lk n er 
co n tes t he  p ro b ab ly  w asn ’t ex p ec tin g  to  

w in  a n d  he  ce rta in ly  w asn’t exp ec tin g  all th e  c o n tro ­
versy s tirred  u p  by  h is w in n in g  p iece e n ti tle d  “ The 
Administration and  the FuryP  B u t w h e n  y o u  p a ro d y  
th e  A m erican  P res id en t to  a ch a rac te r F au lk n e r refers 
to  as th e  “id io t,” h o w  y o u  c o u ld  n o t  expect to  raise a few  
eyebrow s is a w o nder.

For th e  p a s t six years U n ite d  A irlines m agaz ine . H em i­
spheres has b een  sp o n so rin g  th e  Faux F au lk n e r w rit in g  c o n ­
tes t th a t  is o rgan ized  o u t o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ississipp i in  
O x fo rd  by  L arry  W eils a n d  h is spouse  D e a n  F au lk n e r W ells’s 
n iece o f  th e  la te  W illiam  F aulkner. D u r in g  th e  p rev ious years, 
Hemispheres has p u b lish e d  th e  w in n in g  e n try  in  th e ir  p r in t  
m agaz ine , w ith  th o se  en tries  b e in g  a w rit te n  p a ro d y  o f  th e  
a u th o r ’s b o d y  o f  w ork . T his y ear’s co n te s t w in n e r  w as n o  d if­
feren t, a s p o o f  o n  F au lk n er’s’ The Sound and  the Fury th a t 
revolved a ro u n d  th e  c u rre n t W h ite  H o u se  A d m in is tra tio n . 
Yet th is  year. Hemispheres has ch o sen  n o t  to  p u b lish  th e  w in ­
n in g  e n try  a n d  have also a n n o u n c e d  th a t  th is  w o u ld  be  th e ir  
last year sp o n so rin g  th e  co n te s t, th a t  has g a rn e red  accusa­
tio n s o f  censo rsh ip  by  th e  W ells “ . . . i t  w as p arody ...w e  felt 
th a t  sh o u ld n ’t be cen so red ,” said  M r. W ells

In  his parody , A p p le  p o rtray s  P re s id en t B ush  to  th e  role 
o f  th e  B en jy -th e  m en ta lly  ch a llen g ed  son , w ith  th e  s to ry  u n ­
fo ld in g  th ro u g h  h is eyes as h e  is b e in g  p rep a red  fo r a  press 
con ference  b y  C o n d o leezza  R ic e /C o n d i, D ic k  C h e n e y /D ic k  
a n d  D o n a ld  R u m sfe ld /R u m m y . T h e  n a rra tio n  easily  leads th e  
readers to  regard  B ush  as an  in e p t li tt le  ch ild , su ch  as w h en  
B en jy  m akes an  o b se rv a tio n  a b o u t R ice’s charac te r; “C o n d i 
w ip ed  som e sp it o n  h e r h a n d  a n d  p a tte d  d o w n  m y  hair. H e r  
h a n d  w as so ft an d  she sm elled  like X erox  copies c o m in g  rig h t 
o u t o f  th e  m ach in e .” A pp le  sta tes th a t  h e  set a b o u t try in g  
to  w rite  in  F au lk n e r’s style, h e  said , th e  sam e w ay  a nov ice  
g u ita ris t tries to  im ita te  a p ro . A n o th e r  ch a rac te r’s ob serv a­
tio n  a b o u t B en jy  m ad e  h im  th in k  o f  B ush  a n d  said  it w as 
also a lu ck y  co in c id en ce  th a t  “C o n d i” so u n d s  like “C ad d y ,”

B en jy ’s be loved  sister. Ju s t as B en jy  has an  o lfac to ry  m e m o ry  
o f  C a d d y  (she sm elled  like trees).

In  th e ir  defense . Hemispheres e d ito r  R a n d y  Jo h n s o n  n o te d  
th a t  th e  dec is io n  w as m ad e  to  p lace  th e  w in n in g  e n try  o n  
th e ir  w ebsite  exclusively in  o rd e r to  a tt ra c t m o re  a tte n tio n  to  
th e  site a n d  th a t  cen so rsh ip  w as n o t th e  in te n tio n . “W e are 
m ak in g  it availab le  to  m illio n s  o f  p eo p le ,” said  Jo h n s o n  “T h e  
n u m b e r  o f  p eo p le  w h o  are ab le  to  see th e  w ebsite  co m p le te ly  
s tan d s  o n  its h ead  an y  charge  o f  c e n so rsh ip .” Jo h n s o n  also 
adds th e  dec is io n  to  w ith d ra w  sp o n so rsh ip  cam e p r io r  to  th e  
w in n in g  e n try  a n n o u n c e m e n t.

D esp ite  J o h n s o n ’s a rg u m e n t to  th e  co n tra ry , th e  s to ry  
w h ic h  has b een  p u b lish e d  o n  b o th  th e  Hemispheres w eb -site  
an d  Slate an  o n lin e  m agaz ine . A p p le ’s p a ro d y  has received  a 
lo t o f  back  lash  fro m  B ush  su p p o r te rs  w h o  seem in g ly  fail to  
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  c o n c e p t o f  parody . A cco rd in g  to  The Jewish 
Week an  in d e p e n d e n t c o m m u n ity  n ew sp ap e r A p p le  has b een  
sw am p ed  w ith  h a te  m a il q u o tin g  o n e  su ch  p e rso n  as saying; 
“I have an  idea  fo r a sa tire , m e  b e a tin g  y o u  u p s id e  th e  h ead  
w ith  a tw o -b y -fo u r, y o u  c o m m ie  bastard!!!!!!”

C on troversy , n o t w ith s ta n d in g  th e  W ells c la im s n o t  to  have 
ch o sen  A pples p iece  based  o n  th e  p o litica l n a tu re  o f  it ra th e r  
“because it m irro rs  th e  la b y r in th in e  lan g u ag e  o f  th e  N o b e l 
lau rea te .” M r. W ells adds “it  w as very  fu nny , a b ri ll ia n t use 
o f  ‘ The Sound a n d  the F u ry ... T h e  fac t th a t  h e  s u b s titu te d  
S ad d am ’s g u n  fo r a h o rsesh o e  B en jy  liked  to  h o ld  - it  w as 
h ila rio u s .” N o n e  th e  less th e  a n n u a l c o n te s t is n o w  m in u s  
o n e  m a jo r  sponso r. Its e n try  has fa iled  to  see h a rd  co p y  a n d  
its a u th o r  m u s t n o w  be  o n  th e  lo o k  o u t  fo r tw o  by  fo u r  c a rry ­
in g  lite ra ry  critics, po ss ib ly  all b ecause  A p p le  p ic k e d  a p e rso n  
w h o se  m a in  jo b  in c lu d es  d e fe n d in g  a n d  u p h o ld in g  th e  Bill 
o f  R igh ts.



I f  W i l l i a m  F a u l k n e r  w e r e  w r i t i n g  o n  t h e  B u s h  W h i t e  H o u s e

2 0 0 5  FAUX FAULKNER W INNER  ''•’P'®
Down the hall, under the chandelier, I could see them talking. They were walking toward me and Dick's face was white, and he stopped and gave a piece of paper to Rummy, and Rummy looked at the piece of paper and shook his head. He gave the paper back to Dick and Dick shook his head. They disappeared and then they were standing right next to me."Georgie's going to walk down to the Oval Of­fice with me," Dick said."I just hope you got him all good and ready this time," Rummy said."Hush now," Dick said. "This ain't no laughing matter. He know lot more than folks think." Dick patted me on the back good and hard. "Come on now, Georgie," Dick said. "Never mind you. Rum- tny.We walked down steps to the office. There were paintings of old people on the walls and the room was round like a circle and Condi was sitting on my desk. Her legs were crossed."Did you get him ready for the press confer­ence?" Dick said."Don't you worry about him. He'll be ready," Condi said. Condi stood up from the desk. Her legs were long and she smelled like the Xeroxed cop­ies of the information packets they give me each day."Hello Georgie," Condi said. "Did you come to see Condi?" Condi rubbed my hair and it tickled."Don't go messing up his hair/' Dick said. "He's got a press conference in a few minutes."Condi wiped some spit on her hand and patted down my hair. Her hand was soft and she smelled like Xerox copies coming right out of the machine. "He looks just fine," Condi said.Fine day, isn't it, Georgie, Daddy said. Daddy was pitching horseshoes. Horseshoes flew through the air and it was hot. Jeb looked at me. Stand back or one of his horseshoes is going to hit you and knock you down real good, Jeb said. Jeb threw the horseshoe and it went right over the stick and Daddy clapped. Run and get me that horseshoe, Georgie, Daddy said. I ran and picked up the horse­shoe. The metal was hot in my hands, and I held it for a little bit and then I dropped it. I picked it up. It was hot in my hands and I started running away from Daddy and Jeb. Come back with that horse­

shoe, Daddy said. I was running as fast as I could.Jeb run after him and get me my horseshoe before he throws another one in the river. Daddy hollered.Jeb was chasing after me fast. Come back with that horseshoe, Georgie, Jeb hollered. But I was fast and I kept running until I got to the river. Don't you dare throw that horseshoe in the river, Jeb said. I threw the horseshoe in the river. Jeb fell on the ground. Jeb kicked and cried and then I cried."He needs his makeup," Dick said."I'll do it," Condi said. She put a little brush on my check and it tickled and I laughed.Rummy walked into the room."Jesus, what's he laughing about," Rummy said."Don't you pay attention to him, Georgie," Dick said. "They re going to be asking you all about So­cial Security. You just remember what we talked about.""He cant remember anything/' Rummy said.I started to holler. Dick's face was red and he looked at Rummy. "I told you to hush up already/' Dick said. "Now look what you 've gone and done.""Go and get him Saddam's gun,"Condi said."You know how he likes to hold it."Dick went to my desk drawer and took out Sad­dam's gun. He gave it to me, and it was hot in my hands. Rummy pulled the gun away."Do you want him carrying a gun into the press conference?" Rummy said. "Cant you think any better than he can?"I was hollering and Dick was turning red and then white and the room was tilted."You give him that gun back, right this minute," Condi said. Rummy gave me Saddam's gun back and I held it my hands, it was hot like a horse­shoe."You got the gun, now you stop that hollering," Rummy said.Condi patted me on the back. "It sure is hot in here," she said. She fanned herself and took off her jacket. She smelled like perfume.
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A s z m m l ' s

Will £m1.9 Mm»^ea
I uuas s i t t ing  on a parl^ bencin,  e a t in g  a turl^ey 

sanduiic in on rye,  and w a s ,  ge n e r a l l y ,  in a g o o d  
m o o d .  A fa tl i er  and s o n  w e r e  p la y in g  c a t c h  in a 

nearb y  f i eld,  w h i l e  t h e  m o t h e r  and d a u g h t e r  w e r e  
preparing for a p icn ic  by a t re e ,  w h i c h  w a s  approHi-  
m a t e l y  f iue  f e e t  a w a y  from m e .  S o m e  y o u n g  a d o ­
l e s c e n t s  w e r e  riding the ir  bihe on t h e  a s p h a l t  path,  
Coming t o w a r d s  m e  w a s  a m a n  wall^ing h is  g o l d e n  
retrieuer.  He l o o h e d  a litt le b e y o n d  m e ,  and s t ar t ­
ed to s m i l e  at  t h e  m o t h e r  and d a u g h t e r  -  he  l^new 
t h e m .  Friendly A m e r i c a n s  in a f ri endly  Amer ican  
parh, b a s k in g  in t h e  s u n s h i n e ,  t h e  on ly w a y  t h a t  
re d- b lo od ed  A m e r i c a n s  l^now h o w  -  t h a t  is w h a t  I 
lil^e to  s e e ,  The m a n  wall^ed p a s t  m e ,  and w e n t  to  
t h e  m o t h e r  and daughter .  The m a n  w a s  tallying to  
t h e  mother ,  and I n o t i c e d  t h a t  h is  dog,  w h i l e  at  a 
s t a n d s t i l l  w a s  l iching h is  o w n  ge n i t a l i a  p r o f u s e ly .  I 
realize t h a t  a n i m a l s  l ich t h e m s e l u e s  to  c l e a n  t h e m -  
s e l u e s j  but,  th i s  dog  w a s  go in g  b e y o n d  c l e a n i n g ,  I

s t a r t e d  to n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  d a u g h t e r  n o t i c e d  t h e  a c ­
t i o n s  of  t h e  d og  t o o .  At t h i s  point ,  t h e  "pinli“  of  t h e  
dog^s p e n i s  s t a r t e d  to  c o m e  out  of  i ts  s h e a t h ,  en-  
t e n d i n g  wi th  e a c h  s u b s e q u e n t  licl^. The p o o r d a u g h -  
t er  w h o  w a s  w a t c h i n g  t h i s  s t a r t e d  to  cry,  and her  
brother turned  h i s  h e a d  in r e s p o n s e ,  right w h e n  his  
dad w a s  t h r o w i n g  t h e  b a s e b a l l  at  him.  The b a s e ­
ba l l  hit t h e s o n i n t h e h e a d ,  a n d h e g o t l ^ n o c l ^ e d o u t  
- a l l  of  t h i s  b e c a u s e  of  a d o g ' s  p e n i s .

This m e n a c i n g  s c o u r g e ,  w h i c h  h a s  p l a g u e d  m a n y  
m i n d s ,  h a s  to  be  d e a l t  w i t h  i m m e d i a t e l y !  Our ch i l ­
dren are e n p o s e d  to  outright  g e n i t a l i a  e u e r y d a y j  
t e s t i c l e s  b o u n c i n g  a s  if in a d a n c e ,  right in f ront  of  
the ir  f a c e s .  The q u e s t i o n  m u s t  be p o s e d :  w h y  do w e  
a c c e p t  t h e s e  t e s t i c u l a r  d a n c e s ?  The r e a s o n  is b e ­
c a u s e  l ib er a l s  b e l i e u e  t h a t  it is "n atura l"  for ha uin g  
d o g s  b e i n g  in t h i s  i n d e c e n t  m o d e  of  be in g .  T h e s e  
are a n i m a l s  t h a t  are d o m e s t i c a t e d ,  m e a n i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  l iue in a h u m a n  en u ir o n m e n t j  t h u s ,  it w o u l d  be



m o s t  ra t iona l  [ w h i c h  e u e r y o n B  
h n o u js  l ib er a l s  are not] to  bh- 
p e c t  t h a t  d o m e s t i c a t e d  a n i m a l s  
s h o u l d  a l s o  be  c l o t h e d .

The f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  is t h a t  
d o g s  s h o u l d  w e a r  d i a p e r s ,  t h u s  
w e  d o n ' t  h a u e  t o  s e e  t h e  o b ­
s c e n i t y  t h a t  d a n g l e s  b e t w e e n  
the ir  l e g s .  Dn t h i s  n o t e ,  it 
w o u l d  a l s o  be  e a s i e r  for o w n ­
e r s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  
h a u e  t o  t ra in  t h e m  or wall^ t h e m  
to  do th e ir  d e e d .  WJhich w o u l d  
y o u  r a t h er  do: s e e  t h e  pinl^ o f  
a d o g ' s  p e n i s  or c h a n g e  s o m e  
d i a p e r s ?  I l i n o w  w h a t  I p r e f e r  
-  c h a n g e  s o m e  d i a p e r s .  Only 
p e r u e r t s  and  l i b e r a l s  w o u l d  
s a y  t h e  f or m er ,  b e c a u s e ,  l e t ' s  
f a c e  t h e  f a c t s ,  a l l  p e r u e r t s  are  
l i b e r -  a l s .  A l so  if d o g s  

w e a r  d i a p e r s ,  
t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  
be  a b l e  t o  h a u e  

p u b l i c  s e H u -  
al  in te r ­

c o u r s e  w i t h  o t h e r  d o g s  -  a l l e -  
u ia t i n g  a n o t h e r  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  
t h a t f a c e s  u s  w i t h  ^^man's b e s t  
f r i e n d ."

A more  fr ighten ing not ion  than  
a d o g ' s  p e n i s ,  is a h o r s e ' s  p e ­
nis .  I'm an e n c e l l e n t  m o d e l  of  a 
l a w  abiding  Amer ican ,  and I h a u e  
gre at  r e s p e c t  for p o l i c e  o f f i cers j  
but w h e n  I s e e  a p o l i c e  o f f i cer  on 
top  of  a ho rs e ,  and t h e  h o r s e ' s  p e ­
nis  is d a ng l in g  lil^e a 7 po und Kiel- 
b a s a  h a n gi n g  from a B u t c h e r ' s  
ce i l ing  -  I j u s t  w a n t  to hnocl^ t h e  
p o l i c e  o ff i cer  off  t h e  ho rse ,  and  
be lihe a f i l thy hippy protes t i ng ,  
s c r e a m i n g ,  ” No p e n i s  for s a f e t y ! "  
m a n y  N e w  Vorhers,  due  to  p o l i ce  
of f i c er s  be in g  on h o r s e s ,  h a u e  
s e e n  a ful ly e n t e n d e d  h o r s e ' s  p e ­
nis  -  inc lud ing  chi ldren.

UJe c o u l d  c o u e r  a h o r s e  w i t h  a 
diaper,  but  a d i ape r  a l o n e  w o u l d  
no t  be  a b le  to  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  hind 
of  e H c r e m e n t  t h a t  h o r s e s  l e a u e j  
t h u s ,  t h e r e  is on ly  o n e  o t he r  o p ­
t ion  if w e  s t i l l  w a n t  p o l i c e  of­
f i c e r s  t h a t  are on h o r s e s  w h i l e  
n ot  s e e i n g  a p e n i s  - t h a t ' s  right,  

e n e m a s .  UJe w o u l d  h a u e  to  
g iu e  t h e  h o r s e  an e n e m a

i s h e d  f o r t h e  day ,  and  an e n e m a  
t w o  h our s  b e f o re  t h e  h o r s e  g o e s  
out  ag a i n .  H e n c e ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  
be a m i n i m u m  a m o u n t  of  w a s t e  
t h a t  t h e  h o r s e  c a n  p r o d u c e  w h i l e  
b e in g  out  in t h e  public,' t h u s  t h e  
h o r s e ' s  p e n i s  c o u ld  be  c o u e r e d  
e a s i l y  w i t h  a diaper.

1 l^now t h e r e  is s o m e  l iberal  
ou t  t h e r e  thinl^ing, '■‘‘UJhat a b o u t  
t h e f e m a l e  c o u n t e r p a r t s  o f t h e s e  
m a l e  d o g s  and  h o r s e s ? "  I be -  
l i e u e  t h a t  f e m a l e s  are di fferent.  
First of  all,  the ir  g e n i t a l i a  are 
n ot  a s  n o t i c e a b l e  a s  t h e  m a l e s ,  
S e c o n d  of  all, if t h e y  w o r e  dia­
pe rs ,  the ir u a g i n a s  w o u l d  be  
m or e  prone  to  i n fe c t io n .  And 
third of  all,  a p e n i s  s e e m s  uery  
h o m o s e H u a l - l i h e ,  unl ihe  u a g i ­
n a s ,  w h i c h  are uery h et er os BH -  
ual-lil^e.

America ,  w e  h a u e  a r e s p o n s i ­
bility to our chi ldren.  UJe c a n  not  
c o u e r t h e i r  e y e s  all  t h e  t i m e  from  
gen i ta l ia .  But w b  c a n  do s o m a -  
thing  b s t t a r  - w e  c a n  c o u e r  t h e  
geni t a l i a  t h a t  t h e y  ara BHposad  
to,  BUBn if t h a t  gan i ta l ia  is of  a 
dog ,  or a horsB.
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Reviewed by 
Shavsm Fisher

After th e  blitzkrieg, after th e  tanlcs ro lled  in , after 
the allies w ere p u sh ed  back  in to  th e  sea, w h en  
silence an d  te rro r o ccup ied  th e  lan d  a lone  voice 
in  th e  darkness co u ld  be heard . T his was th e  voice o f  F rench  

resistance radio  w hose valian t effort d u rin g  W o rld  W ar II k ep t 
the  voice o f  h o p e  alive d u rin g  a tim e  w h en  h o p e  co u ld  n o t be 
seen. N ow , fast fo rw ard  in  tim e  sixty-seven years later an d  a 
co n tin e n t away. A n o th e r d em ocracy  is u n d e r  a ttack , th is tim e 
from  w ith in  as a m ore  an d  m ore  c o rru p t R epub lican  Party  forc­
es its w ay in to  th e  W h ite  H o u se  an d  o u r houses. O n e  by  one  
they  strike d o w n  liberty  after liberty  u n d e r  th e  guise o f  n a tio n a l 
security, u n til o n ly  silence an d  te rro r occupy  the  land . A fter 
the  frau d u len t elections, after the  P a trio t A ct, after th e  W ords 
o f  M oral D estru c tio n , a lone in  th e  darkness a voice co u ld  be 
heard  as A ir A m erica R adio  signed  o n  to  th e  airwaves.

T h e ir jo u rn e y  w asn’t an  easy one . T h en , again  i f  change  
w ere easy th e  w o rd  rev o lu tio n  w o u ld  be  an  a n tiq u a te d  te rm . 
“W e a im  to  b u ild  an  im p o r ta n t n ew  m ed ia  franch ise  th a t  d e ­
livers resu lts ,” M a rk  W alsh  fo rm er C E O . W ith  th o se  w ords 
set fo r th  a sm all g ro u p  o f  investo rs in te n t o n  b u ild in g  a liberal 
p resence  in  th e  m e d iu m  o f  rad io  equa l to  th e  conservatives. 
A ll w o u ld  n o t be a s im p le  as it so u n d e d  th o u g h , w h ile  th ere  
w ere m an y  qualified  w arrio rs o f  lib e rty  to  fill th e  ran k s o f  
th e  new ly  fo rm ed  rad io  n e tw o rk , m o n e y  an d  respec t w o u ld  
be a n o th e r  m atte r . A d d  to  th a t, th e  c o n s ta n t a ttacks by  an  
a lready  estab lished  b iased  r ig h t-w in g  m ed ia .

S ign ing  on  to  th e  airw aves in  M arch  o f  2 0 0 4  th e  fo u n d ers  
o f  A ir A m erica  R ad io  h o p e d  to  in s tan tly  p rov ide  a ba lance  to

th e  o n s lau g h t o f  r ig h t- 
w in g  p ro p a g a n d a  be in g  

spew ed  a t U .S . c itizens 
fro m  th e  rad ical fringe 

g ro u p s n o w  in  co n tro l o f 
th e  R ep u b lican  p a rty  a n d  th e  U n ite d  S tates G o v e rn m e n t, w ith  
a fo rm a t fe a tu rin g  a liberal, left w ing , progressive p o in ts  o f 
v iew  an d  specializ ing  in  p re sen ta tio n s  an d  m o n o lo g u es , new s, 
guest in terv iew s, a n d  calls by  listeners. B u t m u c h  like th e  D - 
day  lan d in g , o u r  defenders  o f  freedom  s lam m ed  rig h t in to  
th e  A tlan tic  W all w ith  obstacles a n d  b lockades to  d e te r th em  
from  th e ir  course o f  ac tio n . S ign ing  o n  in itia lly  in  th ree  m a ­
jo r  venues o f  N ew  York, C h icago  a n d  Los A ngeles th ey  w ere 
qu ick ly  k n o ck ed  o ff  th e  air in  C h icag o  an d  LA. F u n d in g  h ad  
becom e a p ro b lem , w ith o u t th e  sam e vast recourses th e  r ig h t 
he ld , it seem ed  nearly  im possib le  to  m a in ta in  a c o n s ta n t voice. 
O n e  s tu d io  o f  an  A A R  affiliate in  W arren , O h io , W A N R -A M  
w as briefly  o ccu p ie d  by a g ro u p  o f  relig ious ex trem ists th a t 
ch an g ed  th e  locks an d  began  b ro ad cas tin g  C h ris tia n  p ro g ra m ­
m in g  u n ti l th e  po lice  fo rced  th e m  to  leave. F or every  s tu m b le  
th e  fledging  rad io  n e tw o rk  m ad e , th e  r ig h t-w in g  fo llow ed  
u p  w ith  u n re le n tin g  salvos o f  p ro p ag an d is t d ia trib e . A n d  th e  
w o rs t blow , less th e n  a year after th e ir  in c a rn a tio n , cam e w h en  
th e  rig h t once  again  sto le  th e  executive e lec tion . B u t th e  re­
sistance c o n tin u e d  o n , an d  ga in ed  a fo o th o ld  in  th e  m e d iu m  
largely  d u e  to  th e  in te rn e t, b y  s tream in g  live b roadcasts . F i­
nally  th e  executives o f  th e  n e tw o rk  co n ced ed  th e ir  in te n t w as 
good , b u t tactics bad . A  change  o f  c o m m a n d  w as n eed ed  so 
M a rk  W alsh  left th e  field o f  b a ttle  an d  fo rm erly  s ilen t p a rtn e r  
D a n n y  G o ld b e rg  s to o d  up  to  take  charge.



W ith  a n e w  c o m m a n d  in  p lace  a n d  
n ew  tac tic s  se t fo r th  th e  n e tw o rk  b e ­
g an  to  grow . M o re  a n d  m o re  s ta tio n s  
w ere  ad d e d . T h ey  e x p a n d e d  to  sateU ite 
ra d io  b ro a d c a s t v ia  A A R  even  b e ­
g an  b e a tin g  co n se rv a tiv e  ra d io  g o h a th s  
like R u sh  L im b a u g h , p ro v in g  th a t  th e ir  
d e te rm in a tio n  w as p ro fo u n d  
e n o u g h  to  o v e rco m e  a n y  o b ­
stac le  n o  m a tte r  h o w  e n o rm o u s  
it  m a y  be.

S ince  its in c e p tio n  so m a n y  
have jo in e d  th is  res is tance , b u t  
w e n eed  o n ly  lo o k  a t a few  o f  
these  ra d io  w a rrio rs  to  u n ­
d e rs ta n d  th e  m easu re  o f  th e ir  
resolve. S uch  as C h u c k  D  re ­
n o w n e d  lead e r o f  th e  m ili ta n t  
rap  g ro u p  P u b lic  E nem y , w h o  
has h e lp e d  to  re in v ig o ra te  th e  
civil rig h ts  m o v e m e n t fo r B lack  
A m erican s  w ith  su ch  th o u g h t  
a n d  a c tio n  p ro v o k in g  a lb u m s 
like  It take A  Nation o f  M il­
lions, Fear O F  A  Black Planet 
a n d  Apocalypse '91. . .  The E n ­
emy Strikes Black. H is  g ro u p ’s 
s o u n d tra c k  w o rk  o n  In d e p e n ­
d e n t F ilm  D ire c to r  S p ike  L ee’s 
O sc a r  n o m in a te d  m o t io n  p ic ­
tu re  Do The Right Thing h e lp e d  
d rive  h o m e  th e  film s m essage 
a b o u t th e  c o n tin u e d  ex is tence  
o f  racial te n s io n s  in  m o d e rn  
A m erica . C h u c k  D  is n o w  ta k ­
in g  th e  b a tt le  fo r freed o m  a n d  
e q u a li ty  to  a n e w  level w ith  h is 
sh o w  On The Real.

A1 F ra n k e n  is an  E m m y -A w a rd  
w in n in g  c o m e d y  w r i te r  fo r  S a tu rd a y  
N ig h t  L ive w h o  t r a d e d  in  h is  w h o o p ­
ee c u s h io n  fo r  a p ro te s t  s ig n . F ra n k e n  
w e n t  o n  to  a u th o r  su c h  b e s t se llin g  
b o o k s  as Rush Lim baugh is a B ig Fat  
Idiot a n d  Other Observations a n d  Lies 
a n d  the Lying Liars Who Tell Them. H e

w as ev en  su e d  b y  th e  r ig h t-w in g  flag ­
sh ip  F ox  N ew s fo r  u se  o f  th e  p h ra s e  
“ F a ir a n d  B a la n c e d ” w h ic h  w as p a r t  o f  
th e  s u b t i t le  o f  o n e  o f  h is  b o o k s . Fox 
c la im e d  th a t  F ra n k e n  in f r in g e d  its  re g ­
is te re d  tr a d e m a r k  r ig h ts  in  th e  p h ra s e , 
“ F a ir a n d  B a la n c e d .” T h e  case w e n t

to  c o u r t  a n d  i t  w as li te ra lly  la u g h e d  
o u t  b y  th e  Ju d g e . W h e n  A ir  A m e r i­
ca s ig n e d  o n  F ra n k e n  w as g iv en  th e  
flag sh ip  p ro g ra m  to  h o s t . H e  in i t ia lly  
t i t le d  th e  p ro g ra m  T h e  O ’F ra n k e n  
F a c to r  “to  a n n o y ” B ill O ’R e illy  c o n ­
se rv a tiv e  h o s t  o f  The O ’Reilly Factor. 
O n c e  h e  h a d  h is  fu n  w ith  B ill th e

sh o w  w o u ld  c h a n g e  i t ’s t i t l e d  to  a n d  is 
n o w  The A l Franken Show.

R ad io  v e te ra n  a n d  w in n e r  o f  th e  
A m e ric a n  W o m e n  in  R a d io  a n d  T elev i­
s io n  aw ard  fo r B est E n te r ta in m e n t  P ro ­
g ra m m in g , R a n d i R h o d e s  is a w o m a n  

so c o n tro v e rs ia l she  has even 
g a rn e re d  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  
S ecre t Service. T h e  SS  cam e 

' d o w n  o n  h e r  a n d  A ir A m erica  
in  th e  sp r in g  o f  2 0 0 5  w h e n  
a c o m e d y  sk e tch  o n  h e r p ro ­
g ra m  T h e  Randi Rhodes Show 
im p lie d  th a t  th e  c u r re n t P res i­
d e n t sh o u ld  be  s h o t fo r h is 
c rim es a g a in s t th e  p eo p les  o f  
th e  U n ite d  S tates. Iro n ica lly  
th is  w as a ro u n d  th e  sam e p e r i­
o d  th a t  R e p u b lic a n  leg isla to rs 
w ere  o u tr ig h t  ca llin g  fo r F e d ­
era l Ju d g es  to  be  s h o t because  
th e y  d id  n o t  ru le  in  favor o f  
th e  p a r tie s ’ w ishes. U n a ffec ted  
by  th e  in c id e n t R h o d e s  c o n ­
tin u e s  to  keep  a c ritica l eye o n  
W a sh in g to n , especia lly  W h ite  
H o u se  p o litic s , a n d  all o f  m ass 
m e d ia  ch e c k in g  th e ir  facts an d  
p o in t in g  o u t  d e c e p tio n .

T h e  F ren ch  e n d u re d  a  sev­
en -y ea r o c c u p a tio n  th a t  le ft 
m u c h  o f  th e  n a t io n  scarred  
a n d  g u tte d . O u r  n a t io n  w ill 
e n d u re  n o  less th e n  e ig h t 
years o f  eq u a l h a rd s h ip  p e r ­
h ap s  even  m o re . B u t like th e  
F re n c h  R esis tan ce  so lo n g  ago 
A ir A m erica  R a d io  is h e re  to  

stay, to  fig h t ag a in s t in s u rm o u n ta b le  
o d d s  a n d  o n e  d ay  lib e ra te  o u r  n a tio n  
fro m  ty ran n y . “T o d ay  is b o th  an  e n d in g  
a n d  a b e g in n in g : an  e n d  to  th e  r ig h t-  
w in g  d o m in a n c e  o f  ta lk  rad io , (an d ) a 
b e g in n in g  o f  a b a tt le  fo r t r u th ,  a b a tt le  
fo r ju s tic e , a b a tt le  in d e e d  fo r A m erica  
i t s e l f . . . ” sa id  A l F ran k en .
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Kara D o n n e l l y  i s  a s e c o n d - y e a r  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  S t a t e n  I s l a n d .  S h e  i s  a n  o p e n  l e s b i a n  
w h o  i s  a c t i u e  lu i t l i  NVPIRG a n d  h a s  r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d  t h e  s t a f f  o f  Third R a i l  m a g a z i n e .  U i h a t  m a k e s  
H a r a ss  s t o r y  e u e n  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  o n c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M o u n g  R e p u b l i ­
c a n s ,  S t a t e n  i s l a n d  c h a p t e r .  S h e  u j a s  g r a c i o u s  e n o u g h  t o  s i t  d o u j n  w i t h  m e  a n d  tal l^ a b o u t  h e r  
j o u r n e y  a n d  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  h e r  s e H u a l i t y  a n d  p o l i t i c s  h a u e  h a d  o n  h e r  l i f e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s
Pa rt  2 o f  t h a t  i n t e r u i e w ;  P ar t  1 w a s  p u b l i s h e d  in o u r  l a s t  i s s u e  [ E D 0 5 : : l s s u e  2].

Third Rail (TRJ: Well,  th e  w h o l e  point  of  th i s  inter- 
u i e w  Is to f igure out  h o w  o n e  g o e s  from t h e  p res i ­
d en t  of  t he  Voung R e p ub l ic an s  to an o p e n l g  l e s b i a n  
m e m b e r  of  NVPlRGj th at  is a rad ical  shift .  Rut you  
r e f er t o  be ing  in th e  Voung R ep u b l i c a n s  a s  a m is ta ke ;  
w a s  it?

Mara Donnel ly  (KDJ: Veah,  I thinh  it w a s ,  a c t u a l l y ,  
think it w a s .  It w a s  a m i s t a h e .  LUhereas  
it did t e a c h  m e  t h i n g s ,  I think  it real ly ,  
in t h e  end  p u s h e d  m e  farther  and far­
the r  a w a y  from w h a t  t h e y  s u p p o s e d l y  
s t o o d  for; w h a t  t h e y  w a n t e d  e u e r y b o d y  
to  s t a n d  forj and  in t h e  end ,  w h a t  it truly  
s t a n d s  for. S imp ly  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  R ep ub l ic a n  i d e o l o g y  i sn ' t  a s  co r r e c t  a s  
t h e y  w o u l d  like it to  be,  and,  w h e n  p u s h  c o m e s  
to s h o u e ,  p e o p l e  are s tar t ing  to  sh i f t  o u e r f r o m  
t h e  R ep ub l ic an  l i n e s  to  t h e  D e m o c r a t  l in e s .  They  
are al l  w or r ie d -B or o u gh  Hall 's worr ied .  City Hall 's  
worr ied.  UJhy do you  think  fYlike B l o o m b e r g  is g o ­
ing to  be  s p e n d i n g  mo re  t i m e  here? He k n o w s  
t h a t  p e o p l e  are sh i f t ing  in t h e  f lu e  b o r o u g h s ,  and  
he  n e e d s  to  d e f e n d  h is  u o ter  b a s e .  P e o p l e  are  
s tar t ing  to realize t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I real ized a s  I w e n t  
through  t h e  R ep ub l ic an  h ierarchy .  I w o r k e d  in Bor­
ou g h  Hallj I a l s o  w a s  a b le  to  intern in t h e  District  
A ttorney ' s  o f f i ce .  I g o t  to  work  for t h e  R ep u b l ic a n  
County C o m m it te e - 1  s a w  a lot  of  t h i n g s ,  and m a n y  
of  t h o s e  t h i n g s  s c a r a d  m e  s e n s e l e s s .

TR: S eu era l  t i m e s  through th i s ,  you  m e n t io n e d

"b e i ng  f o rc ed  Into t h e  Repub l ican  idea l" ,  and "be i ng  
f o rc ed  Into th e  Repub l ic an  Party".  Who w o u l d  you  s a y  
f o rc ed  you?  W as  It your fami l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  rel igion,  
s o c i e t y  in g en er a l?

MD: UUelL reljgion s c a r e d  m e  part ia l ly  b e c a u s e  w e  
all  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  Catho l i c  Church-1 w a s  born a Cath­
ol ic ,  I w e n t  thr ou g h  al l  t h e  required S a c r a m e n t s .  
Now I'm not  real ly  p ra ct i c in g  a n y t h i n g  at  t h i s  t i m e ,  
s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  f a c t  I don ' t  k n o w  of  an y  reli­
g ion  t h a t  a c c e p t s  h o m o s e H u a l i t y ,  B u t g r o w i n g u p i n  
t h e  Cathol ic  Church,  t h e  s t r e s s i n g  of  t h a t  ma rr iage  
is b e t w e e n  m a n  and  w o m a n  had  m e  worr ied .  ” Holy 
Fucking Shit! I m i g h t  be d a m n e d  to  s o m e  form of  Hell  
if I do n' t  marry a g u y ,"  The s a m e  th in g  g o e s  wi th  

m y  f a m i l y -  t h e y  are Chr i s t ians  all  aroundj  m y  
s i s t e r  a l s o  g o e s  to  t h e  s a m e  Cathol ic  high  

s c h o o l  t h a t  I w e n t  to .  I w a s  worr ied  t h a t  
m y m o t h e r w o u l d  e u e n  a t t e m p t t o  d i s o w n  
m e -  hel l ,  s h e  didn't  e u e n  l ike t h e  guy  I 
w a s  dat in g  for her s a k e !  S he  didn't  like
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him. f a t h e r  didn't  like 
him,  m y  s i s t e r  

h a t e d  h is  
g u t s -  I re­
a l ly don' t  

k n o w  w h y ,

But, w i t h  r e ga rd s  to  s c h o o l , . .  Veah t h e y  t a u g h t  m e  
" G a y s  are ba d . "  Family:  "Don't  b e  g a y . "  R e p u b l i c a n  
Party: " S a m e - s e H  m a r r i a g e s  are d a n g e r o u s  to  f a m ­
ily u a l u e s , "  I think  t h a t  t h e  GDP is  t h e  b e s t  s p o k e s -  
group for Christ ianity ou t  t h e re .  I m e a n .  B u sh  w a n t s  
to  add  an A m e n d m e n t  to  t h e  U.S. Co nst i t u t i on  m a k ­
ing s a m e - e n  m a r r i a g e s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l !  He c a n ' t  
do t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is a s e p a r a t i o n  of  Church and  
S ta t e .  I n m y o p i n i o n ,  he  c a n n o t  t e l l  m e  t h a t  I h a u e  to  
marry a gu y .  I t ried d at i ng  m a l e s - 1  w a s n ' t  h a p p y .  I 
d a t e d  f e m a l e s - 1  f o u n d  h a p p i n e s s ,  I a m  n o t  g o in g  to  
h a u e  s o m e b o d y  d o w n  in W a s h i n g t o n -  w h o  d o e s n ' t  
e u e n  k n o w  w h o  I a m - t e l l i n g  m e  w h o  I c a n  and  c a n ' t  
l ou e ,

TR: Do yo u  think y ou  m ig ht  marry In t h e  nea r  future?  
KD: The on ly  t i m e  I w i l l  marry is if t h e y  [ the pol i ­

t i c i a n s ]  c h a n g e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  marr iage  wi th  
r e ga rd s  to  b e n e f i t s .  If t h e y  m a k e  a ciui l  union  t h e  
m or e  im p o r ta n t  o n e -  and  if y ou  w a n t  to  h a u e  a re­
l i g i o u s  c e r e m o n y ,  go right a h e a d ! -  t h e n  a l l o w  t h a t  
b e n e f i t s  be  g iu e n  to  al l  c o u p l e s ,  w h e t h e r  s a m e - s e n  
or not,  t h e n  m a y b e .  The on ly  w a y  I c a n  g e t  married  
is  if a. N e w  Vork S t a t e  m a k e s  s a m e - s e H  m a r r i a g e s  
l e g a l ,  o r l g o c i u i l a n d b . t h e i n s u r a n c e r u l e s c h a n g e .  
Until t h e n ,  no.  I a m  not  g o in g  to  marry a guyj it’s  a s  
s i m p l e  a s  th at .  I d on ' t  p lan  to ,  and  t h a r s  t h e  w a y  
t h i n g s  are.  If t h i n g s  c h a n g e ,  t h e n  w e  w i l l  s e e ,

TR: Vou m e n t i o n e d  s e u e r a l  t i m e s  your f a m i­
ly ' s  a c c e p t a n c e ,  or la c k  t h e re o f .  Do t h e y  f e e l  

# afraid to  h a u e  you  around your  s i s t e r ?
KD: I'm not  rea l ly  s u r e  on th a t .  They,  e s p e ­

c i a l l y  m y  s i s te r ,  do n o t  w a n t  it b e in g  pu bl ic  s o  
not  to  be  k n o w n  to  her f r i e n d s .  I m a d e  t h e  m i s ­

t a k e  of  in forming a c o m m o n  friend of  ours  at  t h e  
t i m e -  he  w a s  a c t u a l l y  t ak in g  her to  t h e  Junior Prom-  

t h a t  I w a s  d at i ng  a t r a n s g e n d e r e d  p e r s o n .  S he  w e n t  
and in for me d  m y  m o t h e r  and  I g o t  h e a t  for that ,  They  
do n' t  w a n t  m y  p e r s o n a l  life c o m i n g  in c o n t a c t  wi th  
m y s i s t e r ' s ,  I c a n ' t  b l a m e  t h e m - 1  d o n' t  n e e d  m y  s i s ­
t e r ' s  s t r e s s e s  c o m i n g  on to  m e ,  and  to  be  h o n e s t ,
I h a u e  e n o u g h  d ram a in m y  life a s  it is .  The l e a s t  I 
w o u l d  w a n t  f rom t h e m  is s o m e  form of  a c c e p t a n c e .  
Wh en I br ou gh t  h o m e  a p ic ture  of  m y  l a s t  girlfriend,
I f r a m e d  it and  put  n e n t  to  m y b ed .  I c o m e  h o m e
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from c l a s s e s  
o n e  n ight  and I find  
it m i s s i n g -  t h e  entire  
thing .  Turns out  m y  m o t h e r t h r e w  
it out  b e c a u s e  it w a s  in t h e  o p e n  
w h e n  m y  s i s t e r  had  a friend ouer  
and t h e y  w e r e  u s in g  t h e  c o m p u t e r  
in m y room.  Now I am  required to  
h a u e  an yt h in g  of  h e r i n t h e  o p e n - !  
h a u e t o  h ide  p ic t u r e s  of  h e r a l o n e ,  
of  t h e  t w o  of  u s  t o g e t h e r ,  w h i c h  
I st i l l  h a u e .  m y  m o t h e r  d o e s  not  
w a n t  t h e m  in t h e  h o u s e .  To h a u e  
to  h ide  w h o  I am,  j u s t  s o  w h e n  
m y s i s t e r ' s  f r i en d s  c o m e  ouer,  

I'ue d o n e  it for s o  long .  Do 
h a u e  to  add on to  t h e  
e i g h t  y e a r s  of  l i e s  

b e c a u s e  m y f a m ­
ily d o e s  not  w a n t  
t h e  truth out? They  
l^now, j u s t  a c c e p t  it 

a lr ead y .  So I g u e s s ,  
y e s ,  t h e y  are afraid 

of  m y life be in g  
around m y s i s ter .

TR: How do you  
think your rela­
t io ns h i p  wi th  
your fami l y  wil l  

9  be  w h e n  you  
- W  m o u e  out  of  their

r /  h o u s e ?
KD: I thinly t h e y  

f w i l l  be  e c s t a t i c ,
b e c a u s e  t h e y  don' t  
h a u e t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  
drama t h a t  is m y  
life.  I'll en j o y  it s i m ­
ply b e c a u s e  1 w o n ' t  
y e l l e d  at  eu er y  day

for s o m e  r e a s o n  or another ,

TR: How h a u e  you  b e e n  doing  
with b l endiny  your old fr iends-  
th e  Voung R ep u b l i c a n s -  with  

your n e w  fr iends ,  w h o  to my un-  
d e rs ta n di ny  are quite l iberal?

KD: I am  g o in g  to  be  b luntly  h o n ­
e s t .  I h a u e  uery f e w  f r i e nd s  from  
t h a t  period of  m y  life,  in f a c t ,  I re­
al ly on ly  kep t  th r e e  or four from  
th e n .  They h n o w  and t h e y  al l  a c ­
c e p t  m e  for w h o  I am.  Other th a n  
that ,  I don' t  h a u e  a n y o n e  c l o s e  
to  m e  from m y  pre-CSl d a y s  t h a t  
h a u e  f o l l o w e d  m e  t hro ugh  th i s ,  
and it is not  fair. I'm s t i l l  hard­
wo rk in g  p e r s o n  w h o  put  in 15 to  
IB ho urs  in t h e  o f f i c e  t h a t  t h e y  
Hnew and lo u ed ,  I do t h a t  here!  I 
h a u e n ' t  c h a n g e d .  It hurt m e  a lot  
t h a t  e u e n  m y eH-boyfriend  didn't  
a c c e p t  that ,  I w e n t  t hr oug h  th r ee  
m o n t h s  o f  he l l  w i t h  him c a l l ­
ing m e ,  s t a lh in g  m e ,  e - m ai l in g  
m e ,  nny fr i e nd s  here  w e r e  t h e re  
for m e ,  no o n e  e l s e  w a s  th e re .  I 
l e a rn ed  w h o  m y  r e a l f r i e n d s  w e r e  
during t h i s  t i m e ,  if it w a s n ' t  for 
m y fr i en d s  here ,  I proba bly  w o u l d  
h a u e  w e n t  c o m p l e t e l y  n u t s  dur­
ing t h e  t i m e  m y  en  Dauid w a s  b e ­
ing a c o m p l e t e  and  t o t a l  dich.

TR: Do you  m i s s  any  o f  your  
f r i ends  from t h e  Voung Republ i ­
c a n s ?

KD: H o n e s t ly ,  I do n' t  m i s s  a n y ­
o n e .  They w e r e  j u s t  t o o  upt ight ,  
t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  b a l a n c e  t h i n g s .  And 
w h e n  t h e  jol^es w o u l d  f ly  w i t h  re­
g a rd s  to  h o m o s e H u a l s - 1  c o u l d n ' t  
bring m y s e l f t o  l a u g h , T h e y  w o u l d  
a s h  m e  a b o u t  m y  b e i n g  upt ight ,
I c o u ld  on ly  thinh,  "Hf y o u  on ly  
k n e w . "  m a y b e  if I s a id  s o m e ­
th ing ,  t h i n g s  m ig h t  be  d i f ferent

n o w ,  but  1 d o u b t  it.

TR: Did you  retain an y  u a l u e s  
from y o u rV o u n y  Repub l ican  d a y s ?

KD: Probably n o t  u a l u e s ,  but  I 
c a n  s a y  t h a t  1 Hept m a n y  of  t h e  
sh i l l s  I l e a rn ed  c o u r t e s y  of  t h e m .  
No w  t h a t  I a m  on t h e  NVPIRG Board  
of  Directors ,  I c a n  u s e  t h e  t h i n g s  
I had to  do w h i l e  ho ld i ng  m a n y  
p o s i t i o n s  for t h e  Voung Rep ub ­
l i c a n s ,  I had to  d e a l  w i t h  giu ing  
s p e e c h e s ,  g o in g  to e u e n t s ,  ta lh -  
ing to  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  
■■'Republican Ideal" .  I n s t e a d  of  
doing  that ,  n o w  I'm r e p r e s e n t ­
ing CBI's s t u d e n t s ,  t a h i n g  w h a t  
I l e a rn ed  at  r e t re a t s  and  c o n f e r ­
e n c e s  and  bring it b a c h  to  t h e  
c a m p u s  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  c a n  
u s e  it to  h a u e  the ir  u o i c e s  heard  
up in Albany,

TR: So t h a r s  t h e  on ly bridye you  
h a u e ?

KD: UJell, I c a n  u s e  t h e  pol i t i­
c a l  c o n t a c t s  I s t i l l  h a u e .  They all  
h n o w  mej  h o p e f u l l y  I c a n  u s e t h a t  
to m y  a d u a n t a g e  in s o m e  s h a p e ,  
w a y  or form,  I don' t  h n o w  h o w  
m u c h  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  h n o w ,  but  
if a n y th in g ,  t h e y  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  
t h e  w o rh  I did f o r t h e m  on the ir re- 
s p e c t i u e  c a m p a i g n s ,

TR: So,  h o w  w o u l d  yo u  s u m  up 
your jo urney  from Vouny Repub­
l ican,  from c o n s e r u a t i u e ,  from 
eu er yt b i n y  t ha t  h a t e s  w h a t  you  
are to w h a t  y o u 'u e  b e c o m e ?

KD: I had  a lot  of  he lp  during  
t h i s  t ra n s i t io n .  H o n e s t l y ,  if it 
w a s n ' t  for Kate,  I don' t  thinh t h e  
t r a n s i t i o n  w o u l d  not  h a u e  b e e n  
a s  e a s y .  It pro ba bly  w o u l d  h a u e  
b e e n  a lot  harder w i t h o u t  her he lp  
and g u i d a n c e .  If it w a s n ' t  for her.

(

I '

I'd p ro ba bly  be  e n t r e m e -  
ly n u t s  right n o w .  S he  
w a s  a l w a y s  t h e r e  for  
m e  w h e n  m y  ew w a s  \  

b e in g  a pain.  S he  g a u e  
m e  h o p e ,  t a u g h t  m e  
to  l o u e  m y s e l f .  T h a r s  
w h a t  m a d e  t h e  t ra n s i t io n  
de f i n i te ,  Wh en  I w a s  pre­
t e n d i n g  to  be  bi or s t ra ight ,  
h a t e d  m y s e l f  for d o in g  it. Hate  
t a u g h t  m e  t h a t  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  real ly  
l o u e  a n y b o d y  unti l  y ou  l o u e  your­
s e l f -  w h i c h  p rob ab ly  e n p l a i n s  
w h y  n o n e  of  m y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
n e u e r r e a l l y  w o r h e d  out.  And e u e n  
t h o u g h  s h e  and  I aren' t  d at i n g  a n y ­
more ,  s h e  w a s  and  a l w a y s  w i l l  be  m y  
t e a c h e r j  I h o p e  s h e  w i l l  a l w a y s  be  th e r e  
for m e ,  I h n o w  w h e n  it c a m e  to  our r e la t io n s h ip  I 
s c r e w e d  up a lot.  But w h a t  I l o u e  Kate f o r t h e  m o s t  
is  t h e  f a c t  s h e  w o u l d n ' t  l e t  t h a t  h e e p  u s  f rom hau-  
ing a f r i e n d sh ip ,  S h e  l ed m e  th r o u gh  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  
u n d o in g  t h e  d a m a g e  of  t h e  l i e s  I w o u e  around m e ,  

m a n y  is t h e  t i m e  I u s e d  her s h o u l d e r  dur­
ing t h e  e m o t i o n a l  s t r e s s  1 w a s  under.  

The f a c t  t h a t  s h e  is s t i l l  w i t h  m e  
a s  a friend s h o w s  m e  t h a t  t h e re  
is  s o m e o n e  out  t h e r e  t h a t  under­
s t a n d s  w h o  I am.

TR: Can you  n o w  s a y  t ha t  you  
l o u e  y o u r s e l f ?

KD: Ves .  During t h e  
t i m e  w h e n  I la­

b e l e d  m y s e l f  a s  
" s tr a ig h t " ,  1 s t a r t e d  
to  b e l i e u e  it and I 
h a t e d  m y s e l f  for it. 
Kate c a m e  into m y  
life b a c h  in Febru­
ary, and  s h e  h e l p e d  

m e  real ize t h a t  it 
d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  
w h a t  e u e r y -

o n e  e l s e  t h in h s ,  i t s w h a t  y o u  
thinh  of  y o u r s e l f .  S he  h e l p e d  m e  

real ize t h a t  I am  n o t  a horrible per­
s o n -  I m ig h t  h a u e  s o m e  angry  t e n ­
d e n c i e s ,  but  it is w h o  I am.  If p e o ­
p le  c a n ' t  a c c e p t  that ,  t h e n  t h a t  
is  real ly  t o o  bad .  It is w h o  1 a m ,  I 
s h o u l d  n o t  c h a n g e  for a n y b o d y ,  no  

m a t t e r  w h a t  m y  r e la t io n s h ip  is w i t h  
t h e m .  If th e r e  w a s  a n y t h i n g  I w a n t e d  

to  a c c o m p l i s h  in m y  life,  it w a s  to  s a y  
t h a t  I l o u e  m y s e l f .  And I h a u e .

If t h e r e  w a s  a n y t h i n g  I w a n t e d  to  a c c o m p l i s h  
in m y  life,  it w a s  to  s a y  t h a t  I l o u e  m y s e l f .  And 
I h a u e .

TR: What  w o u l d  yo u  s a y  to o ther  y o u n g  p e o p l e  yo-  
iny throuyh  or w h o  mig ht  p o te n t ia l l y  go through  w h a t  
yo u  j u s t  c a m e  from?

KD: Vou c a n ' t  h a u e  p e o p l e  t e l l in g  y o u  w h o  to  be,  
Vou are you r  o w n  indiuidual ,  Vou c a n ' t  be  afraid of  
w h a t  p e o p l e  are g o in g  to  thinh.  If t h e y  c a n ' t  a c c e p t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  are t r a n s g e n d e r e d ,  l e s b i a n ,  g a y  or 
b is eH ua l ,  t h e y  are t o o  n a r r o w - m i n d e d  f o r t h e i r  o w n  
g o o d .  If y o u r f r i e n d s  c a n ' t  a c c e p t  it, t h e n  t h e y  w e r e  
n e u e r y o u r f r i e n d s t o  b e g in  w i t h .  V our fr i en ds  are t h e  
o n e s  w h o  w i l l  s t a n d  by yo u ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s e n u a l  
p r e f e r e n c e .  Don't  c h a n g e  y o u r s e l f  to  f it  t h e  norm.  
S o m e t i m e s  t h e  major i ty  d o e s  n ot  h a u e  t h e  p o w e r .  
It t a h e s  o n e  p e r s o n  to  s p e a h  ou t  and  at  t i m e s ,  t h a t  
o n e  u o i c e  is e n o u g h .  Vou s h o u l d n ' t  
lie a b o u t  w h o  y o u  are,  b e c a u s e  
s o m e t i m e s  t h e  l i e s  c a n  b e ­
c o m e  truth.

\

TR: Thank y ou  for be in g  
braue e n o u g h  to s h a r e  your  
s to ry  and to s i t  d o w n  
with  us .  Thank you  
for a l s o  joininy our  
sta f f .

KD: Thanh y ou  
for a l l o w i n g  
m e  to  t e l l  m y  
s t ory .

Kara's struggles continue, as she has been kicked out of her home and is staying in a shelter. She does hope to maintain her status in the CSI 
community. All of us at Third Rail magazine wish Kara all the happiness 
she deserves in her future. ,
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g U l T U R A L  D IS C jlU R S E

A n  O p e n  L e t t e r  

t o  T o m  C r u i s e

D ear T o m  C ru ise ,

R ecen tly  I have been  tro u b le d  by  y o u r  rem arks o n  m e n ta l h ea lth .
T his inc ludes, b u t is n o t lim ite d  to  th e  d isp a rag in g  c o m m e n ts  tow ards 
B rooke Shields an d  M a t t  Lauer. As so m eb o d y  w h o  has su ffered  fro m  
b ip o la r d iso rd e r fo r m a n y  years, I can  say in  ab so lu te  co n fid en ce  th a t 
m y  m ed ica tio n  helps m e. A n d  yes, I have tak en  v itam in s  a n d  p ra c ­
ticed  yoga, n e ith e r  o f  w h ich  has w o rk ed . T hankfu lly , I am  n o  lo n g er 
lo o k in g  over m y  sh o u ld e r o r h ea rin g  ra n d o m  voices, a n d  I have b o th  
psycho logy  an d  p sy ch ia try  to  th a n k  fo r th a t.

I do  n o t c o n d e m n  y o u r v ie w p o in t w h o leh earted ly , T o m . A fte r 
all, R ita lin  an d  A ddera ll are p resc rib ed  w ay  to  o ften  a n d  A D D  is 
overly  d iagnosed . I w ill g ra n t y o u  th is. H ow ever, th e  to n e  o f  y o u r 
beliefs are w ay  o u t o f  line, especially  since y o u  w ill never ex p e ri­
ence p o s tp a r tu m  depression .

As ap p ea lin g  as S c ien to logy  m ay  be fro m  an  o u ts id e r  lo o k in g  
in , m o re  p eo p le  n eed  to  k n o w  th e  t r u th  a b o u t w h a t y o u r p e o ­
p le  s ta n d  for. You are a b u n c h  o f  c u lt m em b ers  w h o  fo llow  th e  
teach ings o f  a co m pu lsive  liar, an d  w h ile  y o u  sleep, th e  lay m an  
S cien to log ists  are b e in g  to r tu re d  a n d  b ra in w ash ed  like c o n c e n ­
tra tio n  cam p  p risoners . D ian e tic s  is m o re  o f  a p seu d o sc ien ce  
th a t  p sy ch ia try  an d  it m ere ly  bo rrow s aspects o f  p sycho logy  an d  
scratches th e  surface o f  m a n k in d ’s p ro b lem s. O n e  m o re  th in g  I 
w ill g ra n t y o u  is th a t  th e  m u ltim e d ia  o n  th e  D ian e tic s  w ebsite  
is am azing . B u t y o u  w ill ju s t have to  excuse m e i f  th e  th e o ry  o f  
ex tra terrestria ls  possessing  o u r  souls is h a rd  to  sw allow. P lus, I 
also k n o w  th a t i f  I have a tu m o r, I sh o u ld  have it ch eck ed  o u t 
b y  a d o c to r  an d  n o t  su b m it to  a co ck am am ie  p e rso n a lity  test.

Please do  n o t be o ffended  by  m y  skep tic ism , M r. C ru ise . I re­
spect y o u r “re lig ion” even th o u g h  the  th o u g h t o f  an  alien  n a m e d  
X en u  d ro p p in g  an  H -b o m b  o n  o u r  p lan e t m akes m e chuck le  
ju s t a little  b it. B u t keep in  m in d  th a t  th e  ideas o f  re triev ing  d iv ine  kno w led g e  from  
a stone , a b u rn in g  bush , an d  a m a n  c la im ing  to  be th e  son  o f  G o d  also b rings m e to  
laughter. You have crossed a fine line w ith  y o u r fallacious a rg u m en ts  a n d  se lf-righ ­
teousness. In  sum m ary , yo u  are d an g ero u s to  those  afflic ted  by  m en ta l illness a n d  I 
am  sim ply  g ratefu l to  live a stable life. I t ’s ju s t to o  b ad  th a t I can’t be m o re  co m p le ­
m en ta ry  o f  L. R on  H u b b a rd , Scientology, D ian e tics , o r  “B attlefie ld  E a rth ” .

Sincerely,
Jack  F reed m an , o n  b e h a lf  o f  2 0 %  o f  A m erica

C C : Jo h n  T ravolta, K irstie  Alley, Lisa M arie  Presley, Isaac H ayes, Ju lie tte  Lewis, 
G io v an n i R ibisi, K elly P reston , Jen n a  E lfm an , Jason  Lee, a n d  G re ta  V an S usteren .
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D o  y o u  a p p r o v e  o f
■ ^  i'- ̂ H  M  ..........

P o l l  c o n d u c t e d  b y  
Erica IS S b o r d o n e

B Y  GENDER

MALE FEMALE FEMALE

Fifty CSI students [E5 males/25 female] were ashed 
you approue of yay marriage and winy?"' and were 

giuen the following reasons for ^̂ yes'" and ‘■'no-'-':
REA SONS  FOR VES:

1] It is nobody's business/no one can say you can't 
loue someone - 8 girls, 8 boys

2] It is a matter of freedom/happiness
- 6 girls, 4 boys

3] Eueryone should haue the legal right to get married
- 6 girls, 2 boys

4] It doesn't interfere with heterosenual marriage
- 5 boys

5] There is supposed to be a separation of church 
and state - 3 boys

REASONS FOR HO;

1] The uows won't mean the same thing/The 
marriage itself cannot be a real marriage - 3 girls

2] Procreation of humanl înd will cease 
-1 boy

3] fi piece of paper [marriage certificate] has no 
actual meaning -1 girl

4] Society is not ready forthis 
-1 boy

5] No reason at all 
-1 boy

Vou CSI students are a lot more open-minded than was preui- 
ously thought, The stereotype of S.I, guys being the biggest 
homophobes has been erased from my mind, euen though 
the three guys that said they were against it had some really 
silly reasons forthinking so.

fis you can see, the uarious reasons giuen for saying yestothe 
question couer all bases, from personal to political issues. One 
male stated that people always tall̂  about equality, yet most 
people are not always willing to accept it in practice. People are 
people, no matter what seHual orientation ttiey are.

I am surprised that more people did not mention the separation 
between church and state defense. The pilgrims left England for 
social and political freedoms that were deuoid of religious in­
fringement. Religion should of course be tolerated, but it should 
haue no bearing ouerthe life decisions of others.

Asforthe reasons for being againstgay marriage, Ifeelthatthe 
worst defense, aside from the absent defense, is that the uows 
and marriage cannot be the same for homosenuals. The uows 
can easily change from "''this man and this woman" to "ihis man 
and this man" or ’̂’this woman and this woman." We put way 
too much emphasis on words, euen though they are just arbitrary 
attachments to concepts. This issue should not be about the 
words but the concepts behind them. People of all types get 
married euery day. Child molesters, drug addicts, and adulterers 
getmarried Knowing that they do notplanto follow their wedding 
uows, so what giues anyone the right to say that homosenuals 
cannot do what we cannot always do right either?

*o yo u  th in k  “u n der Cod** 
sh o u ld  b e  rem oved from  the  

P led g e o f A lleg ia n ce  and w hy?



liiAKiJLSS iji;7u)]<;u KILUOY
NANIi:: p. iMI'LLSSA FLSHKR
lUXK: I'UITOU-IK-CDIli:!'
BIO: AN AWAUl)-WI>’>’Ii\G JOURNALIST. SHIi: 
DOIJ)S AN AA & A KA, BOTD FKON THE CSI 
M'DEIIE SHE IS (’IJKUENTLY PIJUSIJING AN JL4 
IN ENGLISH UHETORIC. AS AN A€Tm! STUDENT, 
SHE HAS CONTRIRUTEl) TO ALWAYS A WOitA\, & 
WEEN EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF THE UAXMiU.

>0̂  OUOTE: “YOU WANT FREE SPEECH? LET’S SEE 
YOU ACKNOW LEDGE A MAN M HOSE WORDS MAKE 
YOUR BLOOD BOIL, WHO IS STANDIN(J CliN IER 
& ADVOCAHN(i AT THI< FOP OF HIS LUN(iS 
THAI WHAT YOU M'<HJLD SPEND LIFEHMIl 
OPPOSING.”
-michjUil i)oij«;ij\s in rm AmmicM imisnmm

P

___a—

NAME: TJ RILEY
lUNK; ASSOCIATE EDITOR______
BIO: LIKES TO READ PHILOSOPHY, 
POETRY, FICTION, NON-FICTION, 
ETC. & LISTEN ID MUSIC AND 
NOISE IN GENERyiL. AkSO WEARS 
CORPORjVITON T-SHIRTS ON 
STUPID BLOODY TUESDAYS 
CONSCIOUSLY TO TRY TO BE 
IRONIC OR JL\YBE DEFIANT
SOMETIMES, ICONIC.___________
QUOTE: TAKE AWAY THE RIGHT TO 
SAY “FUCK” AND YOU TAKE AWAY 
THE RIGHT TO SAY “FUCK THE 
GOVERNMENT.” - LENNY BRUCE

A v u  u i:p o u T ]i;u
NAME: DWIGHT DUNKLEY

^■1

RilNK: POE IRY I’DI iOR
BIO: A FORMER PRESIDENT OF STUDENT GOV.
AND CSI MARKETIN(i CLUB, HE IS CURRENTLY A 
FELLOW' IN THE CUNY PIPELINE PIKXiRilM.
QUOTE: “THOSE WHO PROFESS TO FAV(Hl 
FREEDOM AND Airi DEPRECIATE AGITAIION ARE 
Pi;OPLE MHO WANT CROPS WITHOUT PLOIKiHINCi 
THE GROUND; THEY WAN l RAIN MIIHOUT 
THUNDER AND LIGHTNING; THEY WANT THE 
OCEAN Wn H(HJ I THE ROAR OF US MANY WAFERS. 
THE STRUG(iLE MAY BE A MORAL ONE, OR IT 
MAY BE A PHYSICAL ONE, OR IT MAY BE BOTH. 
BUT II MUSI BE A STRIIG(iLi:. POWER CONCEDES 
NOi HING MU HOUT A DEMAND: IT NEVER HAS 
AND IT NEVER MTLL.” - FREDERICK DOUiiLVS

NAME: SHAM'N FISHER
lUNK: BUSINESS MANA(;ER 
BIO: IS A DECORATED l̂iTERAN OF THE 
U.S. NAVAL RESEinii: M HO MAJORS IN 
COMMUNICATIONS AT THE CSI, M ITH 
A SPECIALI7JVT10N IN JOURNALISM.
HE HOIJ)S AN A.A. IN LIBERAL ARTS 
AND SCIENCES & HAS RECEIVED HVO 
PRESIDENTIAL COMMENDATIONS FROM 
THE UNm-:RSHT for HIS ACTIVITIES ON
CAMPUS._________________________
QUOTE: “THEY M HO M'OUIJ) (JHl' UP AN 
ESSENTIAL LIBERTT FOR TEMPORARY 
SECURI IT, DESEinii: NEITHER LIBERIT 
N(Hl SECURIIT” - BENJAMIN FlUNKLIN

NAME: JEFF MCGRAHAM
RANK: CANNON FODDER
BIO: JEFF MCGILIHAM IS STILL ON A QUEST 
TO FIND NIRVANA. CONSEQUENTLY, HE 
IS ATTEMPTIN(J TO SUPPRESS HIS ID,
EGO AND SUPERE(;0 AND SO REFUSES TO
PARTICIPATE IN SELF PROMOTION._______
QUOTE: “MTi HANG THE PETIT THIEATilS 
AND APPOINT THE GRliAT ONES TO PUBLIC 
OFFICE.” - AESOP

I"?
NAME: NEIL SCHUIJ)INEB
RilNK: EDITOR EMERITUS
RIO: IS A HISTORY MAJOR AT CSI M HO HOLDS 
AN AA IN LIBERilL ARTS AND SCIENCE. HE 
HAS SEini D̂ THE CSI COMMUNITT FOR 
MANY, »L\NY, MANY DECADES HAVING HELD 
POSITIONS IN STUDENT GOMiRNMENT, COLLEtiE 
COUNCIL, AUXILIARY SERVICES & MOST OF THE 
COLLEGE’S PUBLICATIONS. UPON COMPLETION 
OF HIS BA HE PUNS ON CONTINUING ON AT 
THE COLLEGE FOR HIS (iRADUATE STUDIES. 
QUOTE: “NO MAN HAS A NATUIUL RIGHT TO 
COMMIT AGGRESSION ON THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER, AND THIS IS ALL FROM M'HICH 
THE LAM'S OU(JHT TO RESTIUIN HIM.”

- THO»IAS JEFFERSON



Distorting Reality
S in c e  B e f o r e  Y o u  W e r e  B o m

T a k e  a n o t h e r  l o o k  a t  t h e  l e n s  o n  a n y  c a m e r a  e v e r  

m a d e .  I t ’s  p o i n t y ,  a n d  o n l y  s h o w s  w h a t  t h e  

p h o t o g r a p h e r  w a n t s  y o u  t o  s e e .  T h a t ’s  

r i g h t - t h e  c a m e r a  l i e s  l i k e  a  r u g .  I n  

t o d a y ’s  w o r l d ,  t h i s  i s  w h a t  m a k e s  

w a r s  p o s s i b l e  a t  a l l .
M orm w  J'Jifiwpr

Wct the Media



Fascism fears books. Read


	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_001
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_002
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_003
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_004
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_005
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_006
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_007
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_008
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_009
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_010
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_011
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_012
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_013
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_014
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_015
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_016
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_017
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_018
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_019
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_020
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_021
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_022
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_023
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_024
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_025
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_026
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_027
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_028
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_029
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_030
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_031
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_032
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_033
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_034
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_035
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_036
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_037
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_038
	Third-Rail_2005-Issue-03_039

