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RICHARDS NAMED SG PRESIDENT

First Woman Elected since 1985

by D.R. O’Connell

On September 9th, the College of Staten
Island’s Student Government elected Nanci
Richardsits presidentafter sixballots,end-
ing one of the most exhaustive exercises in
tedium that august body has had to en-
dure.

Ms. Richards, a senior in her eleventh
year at CSI, defeated three other candi-
dates for the position in a contest which
saw four rounds of deadlock. Although
she received the highest number of votes
on all six ballots, SG bylaws require a
presidential candidate to capture at least
two thirds of all votes cast in order to
assume the post, anumber which support-
ers of former president Cliff Peterson de-
nied her for several rounds.

For the last four years, Ms. Richards has
been a leader of the tuition and consolida-
tion protests, establishing strong links with
student leaders at other CUNY campuses.
At times her involvement has been detri-
mental to her grades; she was once ex-
‘pelled for a low G.P.A. as a direct
consequence of her activities. Of late, she
has been concerned with the loss of stu-

HOW S

dent empowerment here at CSI since the
move to the Willowbrook campus.

In addition to Mr. Peterson, who essen-
tially ran on his record and his image as a
quiet but forceful student advocate, Ms.
Richards was opposed by student senators
Meri Kaufman and Ryan Monroe. Mr.
Monroe, whose hesitant and inarticulate
campaign speech won him only two votes,
withdrew after the first ballot. Ms.
Kaufman’s plea for an end to political in-
fighting and greater accessibility to the
student body kept her in the race for three
rounds, two of which were deadlocked,
before she also withdrew. Although the
infighting continued, Ms. Kaufman was
able to gain some tentative concessions
towards studentaccessibility after her sub-
sequent election to the post of Student
Services Commissioner. -

Afteran 11to 6 split on the fourth ballot,
candidates Richards and Peterson were
ushered out of the SG meeting room while
the remaining senators discussed the can-
didates and issues involved. This effort
proved futile, however, as the fifth ballot

AFE IS

OUR CAMPUS?

By Laura Saba-Ojaste

Feeling Safe? Most students ques=

tioned answered no. It seems that in
designing security procedure, struc-
tural safety took precedence over indi-
vidual student safety. The result has
been many a student leaving early in
fear.

One student spoke of her experi-
ence on the first day of classes as “ter-
ribly frightening.” Upon preparing to
leave building 1S, she searched the
desolate building for 20 minutes try-
ingto locate one of the 24 hour security
guards who are “Guaranteed to be in
the lobby area of each building at all
times.” She was “scared out of her wits”
by a plain clothes maintenance person
who appeared out
of the blue. This
man told her not
to bother looking
for security, for
they “ain’ around
when you really
need them.” Panicking upon realizing
how alone she was, she fled the build-
ing, running down an unlit path
through a desolate work zone towards
her car. “It was so dark I couldn’t see
my own feet, much less anyone lurk-
ing in the shadows - not that there
were shadows to lurk in as the whole
area was pitch-black.”

In a phone interview, a Sgt.
Johnson of security said that no regu-
lar escort hours had been set as yet.
One must call security upon leaving
the building to request an escort.

Unfortunately, this is no simple
task on a campus where few pay phones
currently exist, and many of the exist-
ing phones are out of order. What of
office phones? Security ensures that offices
are locked in the evening, making it quite
difficult to phone for an escort.

As for the poorly lit areas, tempo-

been installed. Unfortunatély‘, in cer-

tain areas the temporary lighting isnot

yet wired. Such temporary lighting that
was working on the evening of Mon-

day the 14th went out when a genera-

tor blew, leaving students in the
mid-campus region in the dark.

This lack of an escort system and
inadequate lighting seems quite ironic
when contrasted with the issue of the
buildings being closed at 11pm under
the auspices of “safety and risk man-
agement.” This security measure makes
it impossible for students to have late
night access to computers and student
organizations. While these measures
have  been
taken to se-

; cure our
1 . .

An escort system can be established... buildings, one

... proven success must question

how secure

the grounds
themselves are and, ultimately, just
how secure the population itself is.
This campus remains quite open,
with no guarantee as to the coming
and going of the population. It is com-
prised not only of students, faculty and
support staff, but of construction and
landscaping crews as well. An escort
system could be established either
through a direct access phone network
in the lobby of each building, or
through the institution of regularly
scheduled escort hours, a practice
which was proven successful at
Sunnyside. Although the vastnessand
nighttime desolation of the new cam-
pus poses a far greater security risk
than the Sunnyside campus, fewer
measures are being taken to ensure our
safety, despite the adequate recourses
and detailed planning that went into
the structuring of our new campus and
its security procedure.

rary lighting has, for the most part, -

yielded the same 11 to 6 split.

Ms. Richards finally won the election, 13
to 5, on the sixth ballot after the late arrival
of Sen. Anthony Crowdell, an act reminis-
cent of Caesar Rodney’s ride during the
vote for American Independence. Stu-
dents of American history may find this
analogyabit hard to swallow, sinceRodney
cast the decisive vote for separation,
whereas Crowdell, a noted supporter of
administration policies, might almost be
considered a Tory by today’s standards.

Following the presidential election, the
positions of vicepresident and the various
commissioners were filled in short order.
Under the SG bylaws, each position re-
quires only a simple majority of votes cast
to be filled.

Mr. Peterson easily won the vice presi--
dency, while the following senators were
elected commissioners: Jessica Reback, Fi-
nance Commissioner; Britt Myrhol, Elec-
tions Commissioner; Raymond Godfrey,
Academic and Curricular Commissioner;
Tom Taaffe, Publications Commissioner;
Corrine Lambert, Clubs Commissioner; Joe

Nicolosi, Part Time Students Commis-
sioner. Ms. Kaufman was elected Student

_Services Commissioner, while Mr. Mon-
roe was elected Student Center Commis-
sioner.

Conflict of Interest Questions Arise
Theelection of Ms. Richards to the presi-

dency and Mr. Taaffe to the Publications
chair has given rise to serious concerns
about potential conflicts of interest. At the
time of their elections, Ms. Richards was

photography editor of the College Voice,

while Mr. Taaffe was a member of the
editorial board of the Ictus Review. Al-

though Ms. Richards had previously held
the position of Acting Publications com-
missioner while remaining photo editor,

that position was, by definition, tempo-

rary, lasting only the duration of the sum-
mer. The ability of the publications to
function impartially while these persons
continue to serve in dual capacities has

been questioned by many, and is sure to

become a point of debate at future SG
meetings. :

Library Finally
Opens Its Doors

by Scott Liozzi

* After all the hassles that have been going
on at the new campus here at Willowbrook
these past weeks, with parking, construc-
tion, and the Student Center being over-
crowded, the new library opened on
September 20 as planned.

The library has three floors. Information
to books and the reference desks, the cafete-
ria, and the media center are located on the
first floor. The second floor contains periodi-
cals, while books are located on the third
floor. Students can enter through the cafete-
ria door (located at the side of the library
facing Forest Hill,) or the main entrance. The
main entrance faces the Student Center and
has a beautiful display of stone-glass win-
dows. The student will then go through a
hallway, followed by the rotunda where the
Circulation Reserve Information desk is lo-

cated, and the stairs leading to the second:

and third floor. The student will enter an-
otherroom following therotunda. Therefer-
ence desk is located where the librarians
work,. 3

According to Walter Dornfest, chief li-
brarian, the reason for the delay is because
construction wasn'ttotally completed. There
was a lot of work being done outside the
library prior to the beginning of the semes-
ter, which made it dangerous for students to
try to get through the mud and dirt in order
to enter the facility. There was also work
being done with the carpentry, wiring for
the phonelines, electricity and painting. The
massive task of moving the library equip-
ment from both Sunnyside and St. George
campuses to Willowbrook was another rea-
son forthe delay. So forall the problemsthat
were experienced, Mr.Dornfest felt that it
would have been better to wait.

Waiting is what alot of students did. Some
were anxious about what was going on and

entered thelibraryanyway, onlytobethrown
out by security, which was very frustrating
to some students. The wait is over, and was
well worth it. Or is it? The cafeteria isn’t
ready to serve food yet; all one will find are
vending machines. There is still a lot of
construction going on in and around the
library, which makes it annoying for stu-
dents who try to study. The On- Line Com-
puter Library Corporation (O.C.L.C), which
is a national data base on-line system, is not
functional. The O.C.L.C checks all the cata-
logs of periodicals, books, etc. The new li-
brary has a system called “CUNY - Plus,”
which is a computerized catalog replacing
the old card catalog and will be used for
cataloging books while the O.C.L.Cis being
completed. Allone would haveto do is type
in the title or the author of the book, and it
will tell you where that book is.

Once the cafeteria starts serving food, it
will bea major convenience for its users. For
one thing, a student will not have to walk
halfway across the campus in order to get
something to eat or drink. Secondly, the
cafeteria in the Student Center won't be as
chaotic as it currently is, where overcrowd-
ing and ten minute waits on the cashier’s
line are the norm.

Mr. Dornfest has high hopes that the fin-
ishing touches will be done by Spring 94
with the completion of the Media Distribu-
tion System, whichisa multi-media delivery
systemreplacir.g thecurrent systemby VCRs
and televisions being sent to classrooms.
Withthenew system, alltheemployeeshave
to do is turn on the film from the library
without leaving the facility.

LibraryhoursareMonday through Thurs-
days 8:30 AM to 8:45 PM, Fridays 8:30 AM to
4:45 PM, Saturdays and Sundays 11:00 AM
to 3:45 PM. ‘
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CUNY Summer Update

by John Paul Patafio

Over the summer semester, when most
of the student and faculty body were not in
attendance, a major change in the CUNY
constitution took place. The threatening
resolution was passed by the Board of Trust-
ees (BOT) onJune 28th. The proposal, which
was initiated by the Chancellor, passed
despite an over packed “public hearing”
on June 21st. There were over one hundred
students, faculty and members of the com-
munity speaking against the proposal.

Theresolution passed in June followed a
rejection of the Goldstein proposal by cen-
tral CUNY administration up at east 80th
street. Reacting to strong CUNY wide op-
position to the proposal by students and
faculty W. Ann Reynolds rescinded the
proposal in May. Héwever, in late June the
Chancellor brought forward a proposal that
mirrored the previous one, the main differ-
ences were the timing of the proposal and
rhetoricalambiguity concerning whatbody
(i.e., management or the faculty) would
have control over the curriculum.

The timing of the proposal is not unfa-
miliar to the activist amongst the student
and faculty population. The hurried “dis-
cussion” and vote took place at the begin-
ning of summer recess when a majority of

students and faculty are out of sight and

sound. This has been a historical practice of
administration. In the past the BOT had
voted in tuition increases during summer
recess. As to the content of the Chancellor
Reynold’s proposal one faculty member
present at the hearing summed up what
most of the speakers exclaimed was thereal
consequence of the proposal . “This resolu-
tion puts the Chancellor and the bureau-
crats at 80th street in charge of the review
process [of the curriculum].”

Inshort theresolution concludes that the
Chancellor and the ambiguous Academic
Policy, Program and Research committee
will decide what programs and curriculum
will continuei.e., to be funded. As a conse-
quence of the passed resolutions the re-
sponsibility over the curriculum was
detached from the University Faculty Sen-
ate where it has been traditionally.

THE CARROT, THE STICK ... AND
HARDBALL TACTICS

A June 25th memo circulated by Susan
Cole, then with the Academic Affairs com-
mittee, revealed that those CUNY cam-
puses that cooperated with East 80th street
in the restructuring process would receive
additional funds. Those campuses that did
not cooperate would encounter punitive
measures through the loss of funds. Sev-
eral campuses were sighted and CSI in
particular stood out because the memo

noted that this campus would not receive
funds until Pres. Volpe retires. This was
seen by many as a pressure tactic to force
Pres. Volpe out.

In light of W. Ann Reynolds past tactics
of playing hardball this does not come as a
surprise. In California when she held the
position of Chancellor over the State sys-
tem she had forced a President of acampus
to retire prematurely.

The theories put forward to explain why
CSI was isolated in the memo is two-fold.
The activity level of students and faculty
here were one of the highest throughout
CUNY.Thestudents opposition in thecam-
pus helped to lead the CUNY wide opposi-
tion that was headed by the CUNY Student
Union. The Chancellor was not pleased
that the President did not discipline the
opposition. Instead he signed hisnametoa
document that was critical of the Goldstein
proposal. An additional reason can be
sought in the Italian American faculty ex-
travaganza. It has been noted that Pres.
Volpe and the Chancellor do not see eye to
eye on how to resolve this issue.

Once the memo was publicly exposed
East 80th street tried to cover its track and
deny the accusations that it was playing

. hardball. However, the faculty responded

quickly to denounce such tactics. The Uni-
versity Faculty Senate voted a “vote of no

confidence” in the Chancellor and the fac-
ulty union (PSC) executive passed a mo-
tion basically denouncing the BOT and
Chancellor’s handling of the matter. The
union delegates will have the opportunity
to pass the motion in the name of the union
on September 23rd.

Thoughboth of theseactions clearly show
the lack of trust that the faculty has in
administration it does little concretely to
challenge the restructuring process. It has
yet to be seen what further actions the
union and senate will do to reverse the
restructuring process. Asof yet theirrecords
are poor. The union has done little to pre-
vent the dwindling number of full-time
faculty and represents the adjunct faculty
unsatisfactorily for the most part. The Uni-
versity Faculty Senate is reacting to late to
arestructuring process that has been going
on for many years. The number of depart-
ments that have been consolidated since
1975 or have shrunk to nearly non-exist-
ence (e.g., the Philosophy department) can
be documented.

The move to the new campus for the CSI
student and faculty body is being pushed
by administration as an achievement. But
for many students and faculty the form has
changed but the content is the same. What
these two bodies will do to strengthen the
content is still up for grabs.

Monroe Proposes
Access Plan

by D R O'Connell

Student Center Commissioner Ryan Monroe unveiled a
plan, which, if enacted, would allow students and
their organizations twenty four hour access to vital
facilities within building 1-C

The proposal would grant around the clock access
to students presenting a valid CSI ID to the security
detail in the lobby of the Student Center. All students
would have access to the Computer Labs and Study
Lounge. Members of clubs, Student Government,
- and the various publications would be allowed ac-
cess to their offices if their names appeared on a list
submitted by their organization to the security de-
tail.

In promoting his plan, Mr. Monroe noted the fact
that many students work irregular hours, often into
the early morning hours. “We students need 24 hour
access because many of us work full time.” he said.
“Often they work erratic hours. The only hours some
of these working students can use the facilities is
during the late evening and early morning.

“The student publications work with deadlines
which can only be met if the office is open on de-
mand. The students who work in these organization
provide a great service to the students, so the college
should help them by providing access.”

Although his proposal was submitted to Student
government, and passed unanimously, final control
of building access lies with the school’s administra-
tion. It is unclear at this time how they will react to
this plan.

Volpe Hosts Student
Leaders

. By DRO'Connell

Student leaders were feted by President Edmond L.
Volpe Thursday, September 23, at a welcoming celebra-
tion in the Student Center.

The celebration, which Dr. Volpe called “A chance to
welcome the student leadership to the new campus,”
was criticized by some student leaders, who wondered
if the event was held as an afterthought.

Student Government President Nanci Richards sug-
gested to Dr. Volpe that many people felt excluded from
an earlier ‘survived the move” celebration held in Au-
gust. “A lot of students who helped coordinate the
move (to Willowbrook) felt they should have been
invited. They weren't informed.”

Dr. Volpe replied that “Nobody received an invita-
tion, except by flier. However, the majority of student
leaders were not around to see or receive that flier.

“It sucks.” said Belinda Diamond, of the Yearbook and
the Ictus Review.. “(The administration) felt guilty be-
cause they didn’t think of us” when the other reception
was held.

In his remarks , Dr. Volpe stressed the need for
students to avail themselves of the many extracurricu-
lar activities and programs CSI has to offer. “These are
veryimportant,” hesaid, “because they are the means of
;ieveloping yourseives in other ways than simply intel-
w.ll

“You serve,” he continued, “as the link between that
mass of students who are mainly indifferent to thekinds
of things you are invalved in, but need them as much as
any other student does. We depend upon you to attract
them to enjoy the kinds of things that you enjoy doing.”

Provactive, talented, rational,
muck-racking , hard nose, pain
in the ass fact-f{indin§ reporters
wanted for the College Voice
staff immediately. There are

lenty of "professionals” here

o help you, and plenty of "pro-
fessionals" that need help.
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CUNY in the Political Economy

by M.D. Wijerama

In order to be able to forge an effective
response to the attempted “re-structuring”
of CUNY, student militants must gain an
understanding of the roots of this process.
No such understanding can be gained with-
out studying CUNY within the context of
the struggle by capital to maintain and in-
crease its profits and the resistance of labor
to these efforts which come at its expense.
Indeed the CUNY of open admissions and
affordable tuition is a gain which working
people won in this struggle.

The first
part of this
study  will
deal withthe
Political
Economy of
Urban De-
cay. Thefirst
installment
is a summa-
rizationofan
excellent
study
dubbed “The
History of
New York
City: A Nar-
rative Syn-
opsis” by
Edwin Bur-
rows, Dept.
of History, Brooklyn College and Michael
Wallace, Dept. of History John Jay College
prepared for the American Historical Asso-
ciation in 1985. All credit as such is due to
these two distinguished scholars although
the responsibility for the summary is solely
mine.

The New L.D.o.L. and the
New Proletariat

Thelong boom of expansion that followed
the WW2 was based partly on the pre-emi-
nent position of U.S. multi-nationals propped
up by U.S. military and financial strength.
New Yorks bankers and brokers served to
finance the multi-national operations and
Third World “development”.

Physical appearance and organization of
the city was shaped by the interests of bank-
ers and brokers. Huge office complexes,
sports and exhibition arenas, cultural are-
nas, apartment complexes, and the Robert
Moses’ highway network were the physical
landmarks of this elite.

Theassault on CUNY came on the crest of
a wave of capital flight from NYC to the
South and other national and international
pockets of cheap labor. There were 500,000
fewer bluecollar jobs in 1975 asthere werein
1950. Industries like brewing disappeared
whilethegarmentindustry becameashadow
of its former size. The Brooklyn Navy Yard
faltered and collapsed with the southward
move of the defense industry.

Uprooted Black tenant farmers from the
South and workers displaced by the expan-
sion of multi-nationals from the Carribean
flocked to New York in this period and were
met with unemployment or under-employ-
ment in areas like the dwindling garment
trade. The rise of municipal services like
healthcare was able to absorb only some of
this Black labor. Most were marooned by the
shrinking manufacturing economy and en-
tered the swelling ranks of the poor.

The number of Puerto-Ricans residing in
New York rose from 70,000 in 1940 to 613,000
by 1960. Similar patterns of multi-national
driven immigration followed with the Do-
minicans, Colombians, Jamaicans, Haitains
and Ecuadoreans.

The Post-War Expansion: Chal-

lenges for the New Proleteriat

The new international division of labor
(LD.O.L.) based on the domination of an
alliance of finance-bank capital and multi-
national firms ensured the steady influx of
displaced labor into New York.

The expansion of the public and service

sectorin the post war era, manned largely by
poorly paid Black and immigrant labor set
the basis for the rise of workers struggle.
Public sector jobs increased by 132,000 be-
tween 1964-72.

The climate for progressive change was
considerably enhanced by the success and
militancy of the Black civil rights movement
and the other social movements which
sprung up in the 60s and early 70s. The
largely Black and female workforce of the
private hospitals, constrained by state laws
prohibiting strikes, waged heroic battles for
union rec-
ognition.
Blacks and
women in
the city civil
servicewere
organized
by DC 37 of
AFSCME.
Teachers in
theAFTand
city social
workers or-
ganized in
the Social
Service Em-
ployees
Union
launched
and won a
number of
hard-fought strikes. The latter waged and
won the longest public sector strike in NY
history with the support of organized labor
and the Black civil rights movement. The
new working class in the city comprised
largely of Blacks, Hispanics, women and
youth were begining to challenge the post-
war order based on cheap labor.

The Lindsay administration in City Hall
and its backers like the Ford foundation and
the citys wealthy sought to contain the po-
tential for social upheaval by carrying out a
similarly tailored program of welfare-state
paternalismto PresidentJohnsonsinitiatives
at the federal level. He offered employment
to the unemployed through an expansion of
the public sector, a civilian review board,
busing and community input to anti-pov-
erty programs to Blacks and Hispanics and
an expanded City University system for
working class students, largely female and
non-white. In return thebanks, corporations
and service firms were ensured social stabil-
ity and dominant role in the development of
Manhatten.

TheFallof the House of Cards

This post-war order came tumbling down
under the strain of a monetary crisis which
reached its peak in 1975. This crisis was fed
by insufficient federal funding, tax-breaks to

corporations who threatened toleave,and a °

refusal to pay higher taxes by working class
communities in the outlying boroughs, who
were made to bear the tax burden for social
service programs for the poor. Meanwhile
there was a medium term process of capital
outflow, running into the billions of dollars,
from northern manufacturing and indus-
trial cities to finance the creation of the
sunbelt.

Signs that the long wave of expansion in
the economy were coming to an end were
becoming increasingly abundant. The
Franklin National Bank, Penn Central and
the real estate market collapsed in 1974. The
wealthy and influential members of the city
decided to dispense with democracy and
created the Emergency Financial Control
Board to run the city.

The EFCB was comprised of CEO's of
large NYC based corporations and and state
and city officials. It was given control of the
city budget and bank accounts, the right to
give orders to city officials and bring crimi-
nal charges upon officials who violated its
decrees. Koch was elected with the goal of
creatinga friendlieratmosphere fortheheavy
assault that the EFCB was to wage on the
cities workers and poor.

Twenty-five thousand mostly Black and
Hispanic workers were fired in 1975 alone.
Free tuition at CUNY was ended , subway
fares raised, low rent housing was cut back,
welfare was cut back, and so too were doz-
ens of municipal services. Koch blathered
that , “the main job of municipal govern-
ment is to.create a climate in which private
business can expand in the city to provide
jobs and profit. It’s not he job of the govern-
ment to create jobs on the public payroll.”

These attacks were carried out without
any real concerted fightback from the cities
unions. Ideologically disarmed, believing
that the problem was one of lack of money
notofa contradiction inherent to the capital-
istic system they settled on striking a deal
with the banks. This culminated in the cre-
ation of the Municipal Unions -Financial
Leaders Group which was basically to en-
sure labor peace in return for safeguarding
labors long term interests.

De-regulation and the Employer
Offensive

The begining of the employer offensive
circa 1975 was marked primarily by four
characterisitics: cutbacks in social spending,
increase in military expenditure,
deregulating industry i.e,freeing business
from environmental, health, consumer and
occupationallaws and financial regulations.
The de-regulation of the banking industry
between 75-82 led to a competetive free-for-
all between commercial banks, investment
banks, savingsbanks, brokeragehouses,and
insurance companies. This led to a rise in
interst rates as the banks tried to attract
depositor dollars. In order to find profitable
investment for this money thebanks turned
to the international loan industry, lending
out $700 billion by the early 80s. As debtor

nations like Mexico, Argentina, Brazil and
Poland headed towards default some major
financialinstitutionscollapsed. Thebanking
industry through the IMF responded by
implementing austerity measures on these
allready economically weak nations.

The Mini-boom and the New Rich

Oil companies led the charge in the merg-
ers and acquisition craze which accompa-
nied de-regulation. In all $83 billion was
consumed by mergers and acquisitions $11
billion more than the total productive in-
vestment in capital goods. The oil compa-
nies were emulated faithfully by wall street
investment bankers and institutioanl inves-
tors who invented various and sundry get
rich quick schemes.

New York was the eye of this financial
storm. Many finance and finance related
firms moved their headquarters or sales of-
fices into the city. This set off a sort of multi-
pliereffectas peripheral demand wascreated
for advertising agencies, insurance compa-
nies, law firms, communications
specialists,etc. In the period of 77-83, 90,000
financial jobs were created and additionally,
100,000 jobs were created in the white collar
support industries.

Thisboominthefinancialindustry marked
the return of the gentry to the city. Luxury
towers, glitzy shopping areas, hotelsand the
likebegan cropping up. Architecturally they
weredone mostly in the so-called post-mod-
ern style with its emphasis on glitz and
glamour as oppossed to the staid facade of
theformerly predominant Internationalstyle.

The layer of developers, builders, corpo-
rateexecutives, politiciansand assorted pro-
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Defending The Public University In Italy

By Stefano Baldisari

Editors Note: This article was submitted to the
Voice on the behest of the editor. The purpose of this
articleis to inform the students and faculty of the
international crises of higher education stemming
from the crises of capitalism. A new employers
offensive began circa 1973 in order to patch up the
rapidly deflating Keynesian tires on which the capi-
talist mobile had been running sinceits near collapse
in the 1930s. This took the form of attacks upon the
wagesand services which workers have won over the
decades. In Italy where class consciousness and
radical politics are not still born, as they “appear” to
be in this country for the past two decades, the
employers offensive is being met with resistance.
This article deals with the student opposition to the
attacks upon the higher educational system in Italy.
Unlike the U.S., where higher education is a low
priority and where private institutions take prece-
dence over public one, Italy is the exact opposite.
There most of the school have been nationalized and,
therefor, are either free throughout or are very
inexpensive. However, as stated above, this hard
fought victory for the working class is being threat-
ened. The following article is intended to clarify the
situation and inform the student s as the interna-
tional dimensions of the crises of higher education.

The Italian university education is a public
service which, until a few years ago, had such
low tuition expenses that it was considered
almost free. Such a strong public character of
the Italian University has been one of themain
reasons why, iin the seventies, campuses in
Italy werecentersof important politicaldebate.
A considerableinflow of foreign students from
Greece (then oppressed by the military dicta-
torship)and South America (mainly fromChile
afterPinochet’s fascistcoup),spurred thegrow-
ing Marxist university groups. It shouldn’t be
overlooked that the Red Brigades” which were
themainltalian “terrorist” groupinthoseyears'
, counted many university students among
their founders, especially from Trento’s uni-
versity of sciology.

Asintheother western countries, in Italy too
the 80’'s have been a period of reactionary
trends and de politicization. A consequence of
thisnew climate has been the drastic reduction
of political rallies and debates independent of
official parties. Especially inside the universi-
ties the atmosphere was very different from
that which was typical in the previous decade:
students wenttothecampusjusttotakeexams,
any political discussion during or after the
lessons wasabsent, foreign studentscamefrom
rich countries, mainly from Western Europe
and the US.A,, the relationship between stu-
dents and teachers were no longer held on an
equal level and became moreand more hierar-
chical?

Students Re-surgent

Between January and April 1990, however,
theltalianstudentsoccupied almosteverycam-
pus in the country: they took over the build-
ings, created commissions to decideabout any
major point, they even created some patrolsto
defend their newly acquired possessions from
any possible attack by the police.> What had
occurred of such a gravity to induce the Italian
students all over the country to take that ac-
tion? The revolt, in fact, was not limited to a
specificarea, butit took place from Trento, near
the Austrianborder,downtoSicily. It was form
Sicily itself.i.e., from oneof themost depressed
areas, that the protest had actually originated.
InOctober1989somestudentsattheuniversity
of Palermo decided to occupy several class-
rooms in their campus* in order to protest
against the so-called “Ruberti law.” Their ac-
tions were followed by many university and
senior high school students all over Italy, ini-
tially with rallies and debates held in school,
then followed a second time with the occupa-
tion of the campus. The above mentioned
“Ruberti law,” which took its name from the
Minister of Education, Mr. Ruberti, who had

private industries and groups, to be members
of university councils, i.e,, to actively partici-
pate in discussions involving the distribution
of funds and the creation of university courses
and seminars as well® Such a law, which was
claiming to give “autonomy” from the State to
the Italian universities, was in fact putting the
educational systeminthe hands, and therefore
in the interests, of the private industries.the
universities the students said, would have be-
come the centers of experiments dictated by
the interest and by the market goals (i.e., prof-
its) of theindustries, causing a great difference
of quality (i.e., of funds given to the courses)
between scientific and liberal faculties, and,
moreover, between Northern and Southern
Italian universities. The Northern institutions,
in fact, would havebeendirected and financed
by the large industrial groups, while the uni-
versitiesinthescarcely developed South would
havereceived only crumbs. Cutting drastically
the state funds to the universities (hence the
tricky expression “autonomy from the state”)
the “Ruberti law” was opening the way to the
privatization of the university system, reduc-
ing it to the role of one among the many fields
of intervention and exploitation of big private
industries.

Obviouslytheeffectsofthislawwould havee
been visible only after a certain period of time,
the students said, but the consequences were
inevitable.

As one of the students that has participated
in the occupation of the campus and in the
discussions that took place during those
months, I can say that our predictions were
unfortunately correct. The Italian press wrote
incredible things about us: I can just point out
the fact that many newspapers wrote that the
students were secretly financed by the Italian
Communist Party or even (why not ?!) the
Russian Communist Party. Thereis no need to
say that the students didn't recieve such an

honour. The students did not recieve a dime
fromany political party of any hue; the truthis
that those newspaper, and their journalist, ob-
viously, were property of those same private
industries which had great interest in the pro-
mulgation of the "Ruburti law."

We can already see the results of this Jaw.
After the cutting of state funds, the increase in
tuition has been remarkable in the Italian uni-
versities : from 300 lire($120 Usdollars) in 1988
to one million lire ($600 dollars) in 1993 for
scientific faculties, from 300 lire in 1988 to 700
lire ($400 dollars) for liberal arts faculties. The
differenttuitionsareduetolabratory expenses,
whichare much higher in scientific faculties, in
spite of the fact that the service results are, in
both cases, very poor. The recent scandals for
corruption and exhortations, which involved
both the publicand the private Italian compa-
nies, might be a key to explain such high costs
fora poor quality. Most importantly is that 600
US dollars in tuition is a very high cost for an
average Italian family (the average salary for
an Italians worker is 800 US dollars a month,
but recession and unemployment are actually
moreseriousin Italy than in the States). Conse-
quently, studying in Italy is becoming a privi-
lege fora few people, notaright foreverybody.
Six hundred Us dollars in tuition might not
sound too expensive, but it is actually manda-
tory in almost every university to follow the
courses full time, so that working students are
denied the right to receive their instruction. It is
true that working students can take the exam
showing a certificate that attests their working
activity, but in Italy 90 percent of the students
work with no social securities, without any
regularcontract, sothat theirbossesdonothave
to pay any insurance taxes and can get rid of
them any time he wants. Moreover, corsider-
able expenses for each exam must be added to

proposed itin 1989, enacted thelegitimacy, for
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THE BARSTOOL BOY

by TC Lynch

I was in a booth at the Cargo Café, doo-
dlingonabutcher’s wraptablecloth, listen-
ing to Elvis Costello caterwauling about
three things New York could never handle
and wondering howI’d becasting my votes
on November 2nd, since that special silly
season has now reached full-tilt boogie
mode.

Ilooked down and found I’d drawn Bob
Gigante with his face on fire.

This hammer-head, for you brain dead
types out there, is Staten Island Democratic
Party chairman, and he doesn’t have any-
one on the ballot to challenge Borough
President Guy Molinari in November.

Granted, no one the Dems might have
forged onto the ballot had a prayer of un-
seating the Great White Guy, especially
Larry Ambrosini, but jeez, what the blazes
is the purpose of a party chairman, any-
way? To raise cash and put people on bal-
lots, thenthrow the Party’s resources behind
their candidates, right?

The SI Democrats backed no one in the
citywide primaries. They can try to take
credit for Comptroller candidate Alan
Hevesi, buthis media campaign had moreto
do with his results here than anything these
bozos did on his behalf. And fer Chrissakes,
who was Halperin, anyway?

Giganteblew it, no matter what buck-pass-
ing bullshit he flings at the complacent press
down on Fingerboard Road. And he’s going
to retain his head honcho role, even though
hehas shown himself to be criminally incom-
petent and abysmally useless.

Meet the new boss. Same old damn dross.

For someone old enough to remember
Jack Murphy as more than an Abscam foot-
note, this was the coffin closing. The Staten
Island Democrats are dead. The hoary in-
cumbents listed under the braying ass mas-
cotcomeNovemberareaboutas “Democrat”
as Rush Limbaugh. They’re free agents,
happy to accept cross-party endorsements
and mewl the same treacle their Republican
counterparts regularly mouth.

I went back to my brooding, secession
sitting in my head like a bad dream. What
happens when it passes? Not if, when. It’s
almost as solid a Staten Island lock as
Giuliani. But what comes next?

Molinari used all the dough intended for
his re-election campaign to hype Giuliani,
since Gigantedidn’t supply Guy any oppo-
nent in the BP race. I'm sure he’s going to
tell his buddy “Congrats, Rudy! Now piss
off, please” if Giuliani wins Gracie Man-
sion. I'm also sure the Twink Dinkins, if he
is re-elected, is planning to treat Molinari,

or any Island official, with the utmost re-
spect and civility if he’s the person leading
City Hall into this coming battle, after all
the support he’s received from Staten Is-
land and its elected officials these past four
years.

Then again, I'm a hoop.

The waitress came by and I ordered a
Glenlivet Forever. Terry Bedlam slid into the
booth, returned from socially surfing other
tables. He slugged back a mouthful of
Jaegermeister and tore the drawing from the
table.

“Forget this gimp,” he said. “Didja hear
what happened on the ferry a couple weeks
ago?”

“What?” I said, staring at my glass, wait-
ing forit to start whispering ananswer into
my clouded brainpan.

Bedlam buried his booze and roared the
waitress over again. “Sort of another South
Beach Pysch Samurai. Some shit-typical
Staten Island asshole sliced up some poor
bastard on his way to Wigstock.”

Wigstock’s an annual drag party held in
Anarchists’ (Tompkins Square) Park. It's a
gas; something that leaves you thinking
New York still has a prayer. A slew of public
spectacles throw on wigs and lamé tights and
strut their stuff. It’s fabulous, a chance for

Shall they shoot us now, or wait until

by T.S. Killeen

After all the hype, and all the rhetoric,
and everybody swearing up and down that
the Willowbrook campus is going to be a
marvelous bastionof highereducation, state
of the art computers, fiber optics. etc. etc.,
and it turns out they haven’t even finished
the damn thing yet! It's September, and we
don’t have a school, we have a sinkhole
with Neo Georgian architecture. How could
they possibly be this bone headed? Only an
idiot would open a construction site to the
general public! I can smellthe putrid stench
of injury lawyers in the air. They’re circling
thecampus waiting fora serious accidentto
happen, and they’ll probably get one too.
Maybe a half dozen or so. Can you say
litigation? I can, and so can a lot of other
students here, after,all how the hell else can
we pay our monstrous tuition and book
costs? Judging by the condition of this cam-
pus, the school should be paying us to go
here!

How many of you out there couldn’t find
your class because of improper or no label-
ing on doors? What a concept! Finding
classes through the use of ESP! How new
age of them. Thank you CSI! Maybe we can
use a Quija board and see just how long it
takes for the morons responsible for the
conditionof thecampustobe hunted down,
tarred and feathered. Let’s not forget the
Electrical engineering lab without electric-
ity ! And that’s just for starters...

You know, I really shouldn’t be too harsh
on the school, after all they just installed
handles on the front doors to the Student
center. 1 guess they must really like us
enough to treat us like human beings now,
huh? Perhaps oneof our Anthropology pro-
fessors explained the opposable thumb to
whoever put the doors in. It really touches
me to see how much they really care about
us students.

After all, we deserve the utmost respect
from this school if we're to become model
citizens after we graduate, right? After all,
learning through example s a good way of
teaching certain behaviors like trust and
respect. It’s only simple common courtesy
to give as much as you would wish to
receive. Just look at the student body. No-

body bothers anybody else, at least not ona
level that would be considered harassment.
Thestudents generally show respect to each
other, In fact, the only time I saw a problem
of how the student body interacted with
each other was during an isolated incident

we’re unemployed?

about 4 years ago, when a woman was
grabbed after a night class by two assail-
ants, removed from the campus and raped.

After word of the attack got out both
students, faculty and administration mobi-
lized to make sure that nothing of the sort
would ever happen at CSI ever again. A
coupleofFrats volunteered to escort women
to and from their vehicles at night, supple-
menting the system that security already
had in effect. Students even went straight
up to the head of security, Gene Martinez
and told him about certain areas that, dur-
ing certain hours, could become the site of
another attack. Hell, plans were made to
install security alert boxes in certain areas
of the Willowbrook campus. These boxes
(which have yet to make an appearance)
would emit an alarm, and send a signal
straight to security for a prompt response.
With increased vigilance, the student body
wentabout restoring order and safety tothe
campus hand in hand with security. Now
that is respect. Respect for each other and
for the school.

When I look back at that incident, and
other incidents of a less drastic nature, like
the fact that no violent behavior has ever
threatened the public safety of the students
since, | mustask this next question. Whyare
there undercover CUNY guards posing as
students? I know Ann Reynolds is a reac-
tionary little bitch, but this is a little too far.
There is no reason for there to be under-
cover guards with arresting powers, not on
this campus. You can scream City College
riot all you want, I say the way the students
of this school have comported themselves
inthe past is proof positive that the Board of
Trustees of CUNY have never shown the
students of this, or any other, college the
respegt that they have earned.

There is probably nothing more degrad-
ing than being treated as if you are some
sort of dangerous element that must be
watched and controlled by some sort of
overseer, or wondering just who is really
“us” or “them”. That is not conducive to a
harmonious student body, or a relaxed
learning atmosphere. Just why are the un-
dercover guards among us? To prevent
rapes? No, I think a guard in a uniform
would be a better deterrent. To stop crime?
No, there really hasn’t been any kind of
deranged crime wave hitting this campus,
and I really don’t think any serious student
would be committing any major crimes on

this, or any other campus. If we evaluate
any of the major violent crimes that have
ever happened in conjunction with the
school we will see that they have happened
in areas right off campus, usually late at
night, something undercover guards mix-
ing in with the rest of the student body
during theday does not deteratall. So why
the undercover guards? I really don’t want
to believe this, but in the eyes of CUNY we
aresimply cattle. Justalotof heads to count
atthebeginning of the fiscal year,and a few
of us are consolidated to that big academic
slaughterhouse on a one way trip to the
butcher known as unemployability and desti-
tution. How many of us will moo all the
way to a bleak future with the rest of the
cattle on the unemployment line? How
many prospectivecareersin finance or com-
puter programming will be shot down by
these academic cowboys and end up serv-
ing Big Macs to the little snot nosed bastard
children of the Board of Trustee members?

But I digress. After all 'm wandering a
little too far from the subject at hand.
Before I forget to mention it, Reynolds
wanted her CUNY police force to carry
.guns, but Dr. Volpe said no guns on
this campus. I think the entire student
body owes Dr. Volpe a heartfelt thanks
for considering our safety to that ex-
tent. Afterall, these guards are not real
police officers with the training of real
police officers behind them, but they
area CUNY-wide security team trained
by anti-terrorism experts, who really
should have been hanging out at the
World Trade center instead of playing
21 Jump street for Ann Reynolds. |
wouldn’t want them carrying guns ei-
ther.

Before I sign off, I really should ad-
dress the parking issue. I seem to re-
member being told that there would
be enough parking on the campus, and
I also seem to remember this paper
saying over and over again that they
were being ridiculous. I now say with
mixed feelings, we told you so! We
must have mentioned that about a
thousand times, and now that we’re
here we find that we, your student
paper was right all along. I wonder if
any of the “brilliant” planners of this
campus would like to explain this
“oversight” to any of us. I know I'm.
waiting.

everyone to just dress crazy and strut. No
politics. No problems. Just poseurs.

“I couldn’t believe it when I heard it,” Bed-
lam said. “Not read it, heard it. Lame-ass
Advance bastards.”

“What'd you expect?” I said. “Laline’s
readers care about some maybe-queer get-
ting cut up? Anyone smells anything but
mondo hetero on this rock gets hammered.
Youknowthat, I knowthatand Lalineknows
that. This is Bob Grant Country, Bedlam.
Dude should have waited till he reached
Manhattan to put on his gear.”

“Bullshit,” Bedlam grumbled into his
drink. “Why should he get slashed for wear-
ing a wig and tights?”

“Terry, can you imagine what’s gonna
happen if we're separated from the city,” |
said, “and fifteen “John from Staten Island”
types are running this rock? It'll be open
season on freaks.”

“Where's that gonna leave us?”

“Drunk,” I said, “buying plane tickets or
body armor.”

Homecoming?

By ROBIN GARBER-KABALKIN

Wearehome. And our homecoming, like
so many others, isrife with conflictand ambiva-
lence. For decades the College of Staten Island
has maintained separate households. Divisive-
nessand factionalization havebeenthe product

~ of ourdiscontent. Now weare united on a 204

acre campus. Before us lies our greatest chal-
lenge: To weave the fabric of community from
the frayed fibers of past experience.

How? How can a campus spirit emerge
throughthemuck and mireof inadequate park-
ingavailability, lack oflibrary, inordinatelylong
cafeterialines, long cross-campushikestowhich
we are not accustomed, and the ever-present
fine red dust whichmakes us feel like characters
ina Frank Herbert nove L.

Asstudents, wehaveboth therightand the
obligation to demand administration respon-
sivenesstoour needs. Wecannotallowourown
apathyand lethargy to indicate our willingness
to accept things as they are. Only sustained
involvement and action will empower us and
enable us to be part of the process of creating
change. Clubs and numerous other student
organizations invite our participation. WSIA,
the college radio station, and student publica-
tions - the College Voice, Ictus Review, Serpentine,
All Waysa Woman and offer us opportunities to
speak out.

In May, we elected 18 senators to seat on
Student Government. We must meet with
them. We must know who they are. We, the
constituency, must keep our representatives
informed and aware of our concerns and inter-
ests. They, student representatives who inter-

- face with theadministration on our behalf, need

our input in order to best serve our needs.

We, the students of the college of Staten
Island, have the power to transform the institu-
tion which has been created and supported by
our quest for education, personal growth and
development. But we cannot do so without
effort. Are we ready to work?
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AN ADMINISTRATIVE BLUNDER

The new campus seems to have all the trimmings of a bad dream.
The expectations with which administration filled the halls of CSI
last year did not come to fruition. Now we are told that in the “near
future” the campus will develop into the glorious reality that the blue
prints have charted it out to be. Today the move can be concluded as
an awful blunder at best and an immature move at worst. When the
question is posed: Whoris to blame? The responsibility falls upon the
shoulders of those who “take responsibility over the campus,” i.e.,
the administration. Both the CSI administration, with Pres. Volpe
leading the charge, and the “professionals” up at East 80th street.

The campus, as of now, is not prepared to be open. There are many
reference points which one can turn to that verify this general
malaise. From the unfinished buildings and grounds, and class-
rooms, to the lack of proper equipment for those facilities “that are
ready” (e.g., thelabs). Another aspect of this blunder is that presently
we (i.e., the students) are paying for the operation of three campuses.
The two former campuses of CSI (Sunnyside and St. George) are still
functioning despite the fact that the halls of two of them are basically
empty. Could not this money be used for more important needs, i.e.,
to hire some full-time faculty and staff, or some other function that
will support the needs of the student body. But in order to put forward
solutions to a problem we need first to understand what the nature of
the problem is. One aspect of the problem is the method in which the
decisions of the entire college community are made. The decisions
are decided by administration with only a student and faculty
“advisory” role. Can students expect anything more than a sense of
alienation and frustration over the outcome of such a process?

STUDENTS RIGHTS LEFT BEHIND
IN THE MOVE

On our arrival to the new campus many students learned that
certain rights are no longer so. It seems in the move over that not only
were the students facilities left vacant and unequipped (Not taking
into account the classrooms, the College Voice was.moved into an
empty room. On paper we have two new computers and furniture. In
reality we have the same old equipment , no new furniture, a
darkroom that is not operational and no layout table. I suppose we
should be grateful to have a floor to work on.) but our rights were left
behind in those empty halls. Instead we have a new administrative
position, the Campus Coordinator Mike Daniels, who’s administra-
tive job is to oversee the Campus Center. He was hired under the edict
of “risk management.”

In the Campus Center (once named the Campus Center butchanged

by administration because it was not to their liking) the Student

Government, the College Voice, and student clubs lost their 24 hour
access. The decision to change the access to student facilities, once
under the auspices of students, was made by administration. How-
ever, administration have the students “best interests” in mind and
they do “listen to our suggestions.”

When the administration was approached by students about the
issue of 24 hour access for the College Voice (something whichevery
running newspaper has) they promised that once certain “security
features” are put in place we would again have access. No date was
given. However, this access will only-be limited to the voice. What
all students need is 24 hour access to the entire Center. A place where
students can study, write their papers and use for general leisure, and
which is under the control of students. Let the Campus Coordinator
be precisely that - coordinate the functioning of the building.
- However, student organizations first have to grapple with the fact
that in the move to the new campus they had lost what was once a
given, i.e., 24 hour access. Today the student struggle is to regain the
rights we had at the old campus.

Auxiliary Services reaches out to students

The Students at The College of Staten Island have long been kept in the dark about the
activities of Auxiliary Services not necessarily because of any deliberate attempt for a
cover-up, but due to a gross lack of communication. That long held silence officially
breaks now.

For those students who are thus far lost, I will begin with a brief description of the role
of Auxiliary Services: it isa non-profit corporation which operates the bookstore, parking,
food services, and other auxiliary services to the school. It is run by a board of directors
which encompasses four administrative members: Dean Phil Alsworth, Dean Nan
Sussman, Dean Frank Torre, and David Jacobs; two faculty members: Prof. Robert
Hulton-Baker, Prof. Gloria Garcia ; and five students: Nanci Richards, Ryan Monroe, Ciff
Peterson, Jessica Reback, and myself.

One of the main concerns discussed at our first meeting, Fri. 9/10/93, was the parking
situation on campus. With over 6,000 parking decals sold as of Thursday 9/9/93 and less
than 2,000 parking spaces ready, most members of the CSI community did not have to
imagine the result. The impromptu parking spaces that were established in the mud
along the loop are unsafe and very uncomfortable. As atemporary measure, gravel was
laid down in areas safe for parking to allow for 500 extra spots. A more permanent
solution will be decided on in a few weeks when a more regular routine sets in.

It must be stated that our neighboring state facility will ticket and tow your car if you
are caught parking on their property.

Related issues then sprang up over traffic problems and public transportation. Al-
though the board has no control over these areas, the members are very knowledgeable
about the problems and possible solutions. There has been officially made requests for
retiring the traffic lights on Victory Blvd. and to add an extra lane for turning without
waiting for the light which the city has basically ignored. President Volpe invited the
Deputy Borough President to meet him on campus during the height of traffic which
should lead to a change in that condition.

Negotiations are currently under way with The Institute for Basic Research, who owns
therear entrance to Forest Hillrd., for uselonger than the 9:30to 3:30 they currently allow.

Inthe matter of lacking city bus service it was suggested that students press Dean Povia
of Administration to allow the college loop bus to go to Forest Hill in order to allow use
of the s61, which stops near the exit, to alleviate the pressure on the s62. _

An itemized account on Auxiliary Services financial standing is not expected to be
ready for another month.

The Board took into consideration an idea by Ryan Monroe for a Governance Board
over the Student Center which would be responsible for allocating resources and
executing the will of the Center’s primary residents and contributors: Student Govern-
ment, CSI Association, and Auxiliary Services. This Board would likewise be seated by
three members from each body.

A promotion was approved for Jodi Merendino to Director of Dining Services.

Complaints were voiced ontheissuesof smoking in the cafeteriaand thelack of garbage
cans.

Problems with the vending machine contractor were then brought up. The discussioit
of which led straight into a press for more vending machines on campus. Currently, the
only ones on campus arein the Student Center, and in the staff lounges of northand south .
administrative buildings. The obstacles to this include the administration not allowing
them in academtic buildings for two reasons. First, they feel it would be too unsightly.
Second, they don’t believe the customers of the vending machines would be responsible
enough to properly dispose of their trash.

The discussion then went full circle into the lack of waste baskets.

Dean Jackson’s request for $30,000 towards the Student Center was tabled until next
meeting for further review. A general consensus exists on two reasons for this decision.
First was Dean Torero’s hesitation to give a blanket amount with no itemization of what
the money is for. The other reason was the student member’s unwillingness to allocate
funds for anything to which they are not allowed full utilization.

This is the case with students not being allowed 24 hour use of the computer labs (when
they open) and the publications area in the Student Center as was previously standard
before the move. The money will be given when a clear understanding of what auxiliary
service to the CSI community would be provided through its use.

The meeting then dissolved itself into personal discussions.

Auxiliary Services serves the college community and is willing to hear any comments
the community may have. The simplest means is through a letter to this publication or
by directly contacting us at our office 1C-208.

Luigi Kapaj, Member of Auxiliary Services
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“NAFTA” Shock—The Price Of “Free” Trade

by Thomas Deignan

Free trade conceptions such as NAFTA
and GATT result in two things: reams and
reams of theories, and allies that wouldn’t
normally agree on the number of sides to a
coin. But here we are with Ross Perot, Jesse
Jackson, organized labor and Pat Buchanan
teaming up and screaming “kill NAFTA”
while Bill Clinton, Bob Dole The New York

Times laud it; “Viva NAFTA” if you will. -

this trend of separation between the execu-
tive branch and the legislative branch. To
that end, Reagan’s troops vastly broadened
thedefinition of a policy thataffectstrade.In
doing so, they could negotiateagiven policy
secretly, and present it under the fast track
procedure. Congress could say “yea” or
“nay” but it could change nothing, and of-
ten didn’t have time to read the lengthy
legislation. Taking this angle, the White

What all House
these opin- could
ions  at- - negoti-
il The Public Debate @&kt
address, es- changes
sentially, is in fed-
weather or eral,

not NAFTA will be good for the American
economy, a basically impossible question
since, likemost economic theories, scenarios
for the pro and con can be articulated with
equal passion. Often the success of any such
theory rests in the hands of consumer confi-
dence, opinion pollsand other non-gaugable
indexes—i.e. it’s a crap shoot. To wit, we
thought Reaganomics was working—it
wasn’t. - We thought America, in Clinton,
wanted change—it didn’t (or it didn't get it,
depending on your viewpoint.) So whether
you believe the August 21st The Economist,

- “Defeat for NAFTA in congress would be a
loss for Americans and Canadians, and a
blow to all Latin America” or the June 14th
The Nation, ”...when (NAFT A’s) various ele-
ments are analyzed, it looks unnervingly
like a costinefficient, socially regressiveand
ultimately self-destructive canard that can-
not possibly fly”, one simply can’t form a
worthwhileopinionbecausetherearestrong,
reasonable-sounding hypotheses at both
ends of the spectrum.

What we do have to go on, in the GATT
and NAFTA fiasco, is the process by which
these agreements are being hammered out,
the unholy alliances and strange bedfellows

_ for and against, and the concrete goals free
trade seeks to achieve. An excellent pro-

duced-for-radio debate I recently obtained -

(as News Director at WSIA Radio for full-
disclosure folk) took no prisonersinits scath-
ing indictment of both GATT and NAFTA.
Produced by TUC Radio in California “The
Secret Side of Free Trade” featured both
historical facts and likely aims of the free
trade movement: GATT, (General Agree-
ment on Tarrifs and Trade) which sets the
rules for over 90% of world trade, was origi-
nally a sideagreement toameasurethat was
initially intended to derail the evils of over-
zealous, unregulated trade, evils that many
(Woodrow Wilson among them) will tell
you led to both world wars. Keynsian con-
cepts such as the World Bank and the IMF
were set in motion to curb these problems,
but the International Trade Organization
was defeated by the Senate. A minor side
agreement that survived this defeat was
GATT, which has since shaken its original,
progressive intentions and become a very
corporate-friendly piece of legislation.
Clinton has madea point of saying he will be
looking to unstall the GATT talks soon.
Mark Ritchie, Director of the Institute for

Agriculture and Trade Policy, explains that .

the Nixon Administration saw the process
by whichtreatiessuchasGATTand NAFTA
areconstitutionally ratified (2/3approvalin
the Senate, which could also fully amend)
too cumbersome, as democratic processes
often are. Nixon proposed to congress thata
new procedure for treaty considerations—
“fast track”—be adopted. Fast track basi-
cally says that the president can negotiate a
treaty in secret, and then present it to the
Senate, which also would lose the power
amend. Furthermoreapprovalrequired only
a simple majority vote. These fast track pro-
ceedings were accepted, since they dealt
only, at thetime, with tariffs, a fairly narrow
range of economic discourse; real policy
wonk stuff. During the roarin’ Reagan 80's
however, after “thebiggesttransfer of wealth

ever”, the White House set out to continue

state ANDlocallawsaslongasthesechanges,
under the new elastic definition, affected
trade. In short, free trade + fast track + the
redefinition of trade = corporate freedom
fromtheshacklesof regulation! (OrasRitchie

uct safety standards, labeling rules, etc. If
another country’s standards do not meet
US. standards on such regulations, their
products cannot get into the country, there-
fore the regulations stand as a barrier to free
trade. As a result, NAFTA-think seeks to
create global (and likely much lower) stan-
dards on such tions— “...a ceiling on
safety.” in Wallach’s words. And there is
already, a “smoking gun...a corpse.” Two
and-a-half years ago, the U.S Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act (designed to prevent cru-
eltyagainst dolphinsintunafishing—Iknow,
I know, what about the tuna...) was chal-
lenged and defeated. Wallachcitesa litany of
otherregulations presently under fire. Where
does NAFTA fit into to all this GATT chat?
Well, under GATT, one casualty is a town,
state or country’s control of its natural re-
sources. Under NAFTA, “domestic users”
(Read: residents of the U.S., Canada or
Mexico) will lose their natural resources to a

by J.P. Patafio
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Past anp Prescient?: While The Advance and The NY Daily News have covered the parking
mess at CSl fairly well, The College Voice was ragging about it last year.

states, it was a way to “lock in the Reagan
revolution.”) It was also the means with
which to easily challenge consumer rights
laws and environmental regulations, and to
create “one huge 7-11,” or a vast world
market controlled by a few corporations.
This process, and those it reaped benefits
for, according to Ritchie, set out to create a
government “of the corporations, by the
corporations and for the corporations.”

In Part II of the debate, Lori Wallach, the
Director of the Trade Program at Public Citi-
zen, withacaustictongue, explains the secrecy
withwhichthesedocuments havebeen ham-
mered out (in buildings that “resemble the
set of The Wizard of Oz”) and that even
politically uninfluential countries are shut
out. No debate for the public, but special
access for over 1,000 U.S. corporations. Public
Citizen proceeded tocross-check those privi-
leged corporations with their respective en-
vironmental records: the result, in her words,
“Nottheguys youwant workingon yourfood
safety laws.” Wallach goes on to explain that
suddenly, the once thin topic of tariffs now
includes patents, transportation, banking, lit-
erature, intellectual property and others.

Wallach boils GATT and NAFTA (the
“inseparable” and “evil Siamese twins of
trade”) down to this: each sets up a system
of rules, and then a system called “dispute
resolution,” sortofa “GATT court,” in which
it is up to those groups justifying a regula-
tory law to prove that, for whatever safety
reasons the law was initially implemented,
the regulations it enforces are still neces-
sary, and not simply a pesky, hindrance to
free trade—guilty until proven innocent, as
Wallach points out. And if “dispute resolu-
tion” finds alaw in conflict with trade, out it
goes. In the crossheirs of this trade agenda,

.currently, are pesticide control laws, prod-

higher bidder overseas, also undermining
any attempts at local reform. All of this
comes from only Parts I and I of a four-part
series. (For more info, call (415) 861-6962.)
Taking all this into account, why on earth
would anyonesupport such free-trade propo-
sitions? Well, conceptually, free trade may
work. It is a theory, as I said, that can be
formulated and postulated to produce posi-
tive results and many have indeed looked at
it in this light. From The Washington Post
weekly, May 17, 1993: “..the agreement
would marginally increase the advantages
in migrating (and taking jobs) to Mexico,
whileformany American industriesit would
strengthen the reasons to stay where they
are.” Thisappeared undertheheadline“Res-
cue NAFTA.” The New York Times, like The
Economist,has been eloquentand adamantin
it'’s editorial support for NAFTA. Mean-
while, Michael Boskin, thechairman of Presi-
dentClinton’s Council of Economic Advisers
argued ontheTimes Op-Ed pagethatNAFTA
“promotes growth, raises standards of living
and creates jobs in the U.S, Mexico and
Canada.” Hobart Rowan has argued assuch
on the pages of the Post. So why do the
experts and the editorial boards agree, while
others bash such a seemingly utopian con-
cept? Let’s contend with the latter first. As
James Ledbetter pointed out, in his typically
excellent media review column in The Village
Voice earlier this year, “...thedaily papers are
owned by multi-national corporations who
notonly generally supportso-called freetrade
policies, but whose direct interests—in lum-
ber, in paper mills (the Times owns several in
Canada), and in international shipping—
stand to benefit immensely from NAFTA'’s
passage.” And Ledbetter hasbeendogged in
pointing out flaws and biases.in “ostensibly
objective” stories, as well as at the editorial

EN

boards at USA Today, The Wall Street Journal,
The Post and The Times. And from the green-
sidecomefacts Ledbetter notesthedailieshave
ignored as well: “...nearly 20 percent of pesti-
cidesbanned intheU.S.arelegalinMexico. As
of April 91, only about of the Mexican
states had enacted environmental legislation.
And vast sectors of pollution..remain un-
touchedbyMexicanlaw.” Scarystuff. Reports
haverecently said that strong side agreements
are being cut for the sake of the environment,
but details are not out yet.

Asfor whymany along the Beltway and in
other sectors of government support
NAFTA, one can’t overlook the attraction of
sucha theory. Perhapsit'll work. However,
onecan'toverlook the extent to which corpo-
rate and Mexican lobbyists have been put-
ting pro-NAFTA heat on the inhabitants of
Capitol Hill. The June 14th The Nation was
dedicated to the lobbying blitz NAFTA has
led to, complete with a 2-page list of mega-
buck, mega-corporatelobbyistswhoare ALL
former government  officials. . Remember
what I said about strange bedfellows...these
are more like scary bedfellows with serious
accesstohigher-ups. And as JonathanTasini
noted in the August 31, 1993 Village Voice,
one of Clinton’s “side agreements” was
punched uptolick thebusinesscommunity’s
boots: If corporationsengageina “pattern of
failuretoeffectively enforce” laborand envi-
ronmental laws, U.S. taxpayers, not the cor-
poration in violation, pay the fines.

So Clintonstillsupports NAFTA. Evenafter
Gephart, Perot and David Bonoir, the House
Whip and Democratic Sen. Donald Riegle,
whothumbed hisnoseat Clintonby appearing
with Perot at an anti-NAFTA rally, have de-
fected. (Clinton, by the way, is scheduled, next
month, to appear at a fund raiser for Riegle.
Weak, very weak) Butonegood thingaboutall
this smokeisthis: The publi¢ canbeverysmart
and very dumb, because the media can cover
things very good or very bad. In the case of
GATTand NAFTA weseeexamplesofthis. As
Michael Balter pointsoutintheMay /June 1993
ColumbiaJournalism Review “..theprintmedia’s
coveragehasseldom ventured veryfarbeyond
the dry assumptions and calculations of U.S.
trade officials.” But the apocalyptic smoke of
theanti-NAFTA troops plants that oh so ubig-
uitous seed of skepticism in the minds of Mr.
and Mrs. front porch. Sure Perothassimplified
the argument, but his intention is good and it
puts Clinton in a devastating quandary, one
that may, as a leaked, internal White House
memo by Jeff Faux points out, may get him
“blamed for every factory that closes down
whether NAFTA was the cause or not.” (This
memo was reprinted in the September 1993
Harper's.) NAFTA, at this point, is suicide for
Bill Clinton.

So Clinton’s job is to quell the smoke
before the public sees the fire, a large task
indeed, as more and more members of his
own party defect, despite the lobbyist blitz-
krieg. Think about it: the government is for
it and most media are for it, and still the
public is skeptical; that is quite an achieve-
ment. Apparently they understand the rule
of thumb that is “never trust strange bedfel-
lowsin politics.” Iknow mylove for NAFTA
peaked when I saw Clinton powwowing
with Bush, Carter and Ford in a push for
NAFTA support. Quitea scene. The fight for
NAFTA is underway, and it should befun to
watch Clinton screw the world, or squirm
panting and breathless before finally con-
ceding defeat.

Journaustic Abvance-MenTs: The big story
around here, of course, is the preparedness,
or lack thereof, of our shiny new Victory
Boulevard digs. But the story got little play
from the Staten Island Advance which sat by
idly as, week after week, departments at
Sunnyside were told their move date was
being pushed back...yetagain. Finally,inthe
August 22 edition of The Sunday Advance CSI
got front-page treatment and reporter Anne
Marie Calzolari didn’t swing and miss. at
Doc Volpe's rosy P.R. pitch. Granted it

wasn’t a home run either: The story didn’t
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compensate for non-coverage of the messy
move all summer and Calzolari’s (or the
editor’s) spin was overstated to the point
wherethestory cameoffasabit condescend-
ing—as many Aduvance stories do when it
comes to reporting CSI happenings. How-
ever, its recent coverage of the parking situ-
ation, albeit belated, (Guess which campus
paper was polemicizing about this a long
time ago?) has been downright good. An
editorial hedged atblasting the wholeset up,
but nonetheless, the coverage has been con-
sistent, fair and of course, deserved. The NY
Daily News did a piece as well. -

The Advance also madea good move when
it recently began running stories reported
from independent cities similar in makeup
to Staten Island—an interesting twist on the
secession story. Secession also got ink in the
AugustEmpire State Report, which cited Fresh
Kills as the main force behind secession. The
article was very sympathetic to SI. but es-
sentially played the secession question
straight. It was hysterical, then, in the next
month’s ESR, to see Jerry MacLaughlin, Sen.
John Marchi’s chief-of-staff actually com-
plain in a letter to the editor that Marchi—
apparently the Tom Jefferson of
secession—should have gotten more credit
in the article for starting the secession snow-
ball. He blamed—what else—the Manhat-
tan-orientation of the mag. The editor’s
pointed out that not a single editor at the

mag resides'in Manhattan and the reporter

who wrote the secession story, Anne Marie
Squeo, lives in Staten Island.

The Advance is trying its darndest to cover
secession, and they are, in terms of quantity,
but at this point, since so many Islanders—
for whatever reasons—want to do something
to improve the quality of life on Staten Is-
land, The Advance should begin telling them
that secession is not theanswer. Most seces-
sion sentiment is based on a fear of plain old
reality, and is simply attacking the symptom
and not the disease. Life on Staten Island is
not getting better, but it could be worse if
secession ever germinatesand comesto frui-
tion. The cozy landscape many carp about
would be raped so as to build more houses
(“Just what we need... MORE HOUSING!!!”
many pro-secessionists would say, failing to
comprehend the connection between the
need for more taxes, therefore the need for
more houses and businesses to tax. This
would result is a squeeze on even more
members of the lower class who could no
longer afford housing and need I point out
the correlation between crime and the exist-
ence of a large lower class?) Then of course
thereis the15-person City Council proposed
in the charter, which realistically could have

Council proposed in the charter, which real-
istically could have up to five members with
affiliations to Right-To-Life and other reli-
Fious/conservativegroups thatflocktoStaten

sland. And deny it all you want Straniere,
Marchiand co., but secession has been fueled
by racist/isolationist /xenophobic feelings. I
have listened to people justify secession and
their words betray them as, not only unin-
formed, but bitter and misguided as well.
How about that guy who told Gabe Press-

editorial bias towards CUNY. Moles at that
aper tell me that mid-level editors really
guy into stories such as the Italian Ameri-
can faculty situation at CUNY, only to-be
KO'd by editor Susan Morrison, formerly the
editor of Spy. An unfortunate bias indeed
because The Observor is a great product other-
wise—a for von Hoffman, who has
eamned the shit-sniveling-snob of the month
award.
Brurss: Over the summer | finally had a
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The New York Observor's Nicholos von Hoffman eamned the shit-snivelling-snob of the
month award for penning these eloquent lines in the Aug. 16thissue.  ~

man on the Ch. 4 news that he didn’t like
Dinkins because he's all for the “color” or
“coloreds."” (It wasn't clear.)

Right now, higher taxes is the most attrac-
tive way to sway Staten Island from seces-
sion, but knowing that at least a portion of
the pro-split clique—the Portion that be-
lieves secession will keep “them” out—has
been defeated, is a great bonus. And by the

- way, even if we do secede, don’t expect any

miracles/disasters forabout 15 years. [hope
someone told the 70-yr-old Senator Marchi
this. (P.S. Ask a Rudy Giuliani supporter if
they are for secession and 8 out of ten will
emphatically say ‘yes.” Then ask them why
they care so fervidly who the Mayor is if we
arelooking to secede? The ensuing gurgleis
rather funny.)

OsservING CUNY’s Faurts: Once again,
CUNY’s golden reputation as a bastion of
higherthought has been exposed. NotJeffries,
Levin, or CCNY specifically this time, just
the August 16 New York Observor penned the
eloquent linesthat appear photocopied on this
page. Of course von Hoffman knows that it is
nota starvation for funds that hurts CUNY but
an overinclusive open-admissions policy, and
a tendency to dwell on that little ol’ constitu-
tion, free-speech nonsense. Of course someone
should tell von Hoffman that his pagemate,
Wise Guys columnist Terry Golway, some-
how crawled from the CUNY hole-in-the-
wall—CSlin fact—semi-literate. The Observor,
atasty paper otherwise, seems to have a nasty

chance o flip through the pages of the Forbes
Media Guide: A Review of the Nation’s Most
Important Journalists. Indeed it is certainly a
thorough work with some interesting es-
says, good reference material, many insight-
ful pieces from 1992 and of course, nowhere
else will you find such a complete listing of
so many journalists. But there is a feel about
it that makes it seem as if it were printed
simply as a trade publication, to provoke
gossipy oohs and ahhs within the circles of
powerfuljournalism. Also, whilemany jour-
nalists are represented, not included are the
following: Walter Russell Mead from
Harper’s, whorecently penned aworthwhile
piece debunking the dangers of the national
debt. Lars Erik Nelson, of old from the New
York Daily News, (now at Newsweek) one of
the most insightful, balanced and informa-
tive scribes anywhere. Both Village Voice
media critics James Ledbetter and Doug Ire-
land. (From the press beat Howard Kurtz
from The’Washington Post is noted as is
fellow Voice writer Nat Hentoff so thereason
for excluding Ledbetter and Ireland must be
assumed ideological ones.) Alsoitseemsthe
Forbes book rewards access to power rather
than provocative reportage, typical of any-
thing attempting to analyze Beltway ana-
lysts. And finally, there was something too
ironic about Forbes—the prototype big
money company—publishing a critique on
anindustrythatisgluttonouslycorporatizing
into an upper upper-class oligarchy. Call it

garchy. Call it worth looking at, but not
much more...Way too many U.S News and
'World Report stuff has been popping up on
the pages on the also-Zuckerman-owned
New York Daily News. Stories based on
USNWR articles, full-page subscription of-
fers, columns by USN WR writers, and Mort
Zuckerman diatribes reprinted from the mag
to name a few. Zuckerman must feel his
work is quite crucial to have it appear in two
newsoutlets? By the way, it's not. The Daily
News has improved itself, with more news
and diversified commentary on the inside,
but Zuck’s info/ads for his other products,
and adisgusting penchant for putting sleaze
on the front page, has made The Daily News
avery confused product..Two pieces about
post-Cold War foreign policy were worth
reading recently, one more than the other
however. The New York Times Magazine
weighed in witha pieceby Thomas Friedman
thatbeganasaninvestigationintotheamount
of needless spending the Pentagon still justi-
fies (the piece was even accompanied by an
informative pie-chart) however Friedman
seemed more content, in the end, with con-
templating and listing the changes, big and
small, the end of the Cold War has brought
about—not exactly groundbreaking stuff. A
more complete and epochal (longer too) es- .
say was found in the September The Atlantic.
Jonathon Clarke dissected much of the stag-
nant policy the Clinton Administration is
currently billing as “bold”, and was at times,
sadly blunt about the political realities of
future American intervention, stating basi-
cally, we must find national interest in a
situation, or else skip the party. Somalia
may be showing us this as public opinion
sours. He also debunks several theories es-
poused by pundits that justify egalitarian
intervention. Heis indeed isolationist (not a
guy fortheone-world theory) and hedoesn't
discuss in-depth whyanew, U.N. withteeth
would or would not work, but hisdiscussion
of this topic AT ALL is a breath of fresh air.
Agree or not, a worthwhile read...And fi-
nally, after all of the jingoistic, chauvinistic,
asinine rantings spewed by Bush/Quayle
92, the September ‘93 Harper’s asked the ques-
tion most of the media was afraid to ask “war
hero” George Bushduring hiscampaignagainst
commie “come clean” Clinton: Did George
Bush, asa navy pilot, strafe—that isriddle with
bullets from theair—an enemy lifeboat during
World Warll. The answer, according to Mark
Hertsgard—who points out that USNWR, The
LATimes,and Newsweek knew about the impli-
cating document (reprinted for the firsttime in
Harper's ) before the election, but chose for
various reasons not to run with it—seems tobe
aresounding, militaristic “Yes Sir!!”

CUNY continued from p.4

fessionals that benefitted from this mini-
boom cultivated a system of values and a
lifestyle that was in sharp contrast to the
prevailing ethos sincethe 60s. Being richand
flaunting it became the fad as debutante
balls, minks, stretch limousines and lavish,
extravagantliving becamethe rageamongst
the new rich.

The Other 95%

Life for workers, particularly Blacks, His-
panics and women but also most working
whites was a far cry from the glitter and
glamourof the jet set. Thozga.rment industry,
allready sapped of 158,000 jobs in the previ-
ous decade lost 30,000 more in 84-85 to re-
duce the blue collar job total to a miserly
400,000. Unions which were primarily orga-
nized in blue collar industries lost much of
their power as a result, thus paving the way
for wageand benefit concessions and speed-
up on the assembly line for the remaining
workers. Of the new jobs that were created
an overwhelming majority went to subur-
banitesand notto cityd wellers. Almost all of
these new jobs were non-union, poorly paid,
dead end, low level service jobs e.g. pool
typists, keypunch and copy machine opera-
tors, data processors, messengers, janitors,

- and security guards.

Further employment opened up below
this low level service sector rung in sweat-
shopsand restaurants which profited off the

. influx of hundreds of thousands of “illegal
alicns” who were displaced from their own

lands. Most of these newer immigrants and
the older minorities reside in delipitated
housing projects on the periphery of the city
and in the rim communities of the Bronx,
Queens, Brooklyn and Staten Island.

Cuts in social services and public assis-
tance have continued unabated
compunding the problems of unemploy-
ment and under-employment for workers
and the poor. Day care centers, job training
programs, centers for the elderly, neigh-
borhood health services, low cost
housing, legal servies, food stamps, medic-
aid, CETA jobs, VISTA, housing subsidies,
Economic Development Administration
grants and loans for job creation have all
been severely cutback.

The number of poor in NY went up 25%
from 1970-80 while the total population
declined 11%. In 1978 about 25% of the
cities population lived below the poverty
line and the median family income was
17% below the national average as com-
pared with 3% above the national average
in 1970.

Twenty seven hospitalsclosed downand
312,00 apartments were deliberately de-
stroyed by so-called developers between
1970-80. Meanwhile an estimated 40,000
homeless people roam the streets of the
city. Approximately 75,000 are regular at-
tendees of the cities soup kitchens and
pantries.

In the words of Burrows and Wallace,
“So nuuch for recovery”.

ITALY continued from p.5

tuition costs. In the faculty of Archeticture, for
instance, each exam might cost up to 250-
300USdollars for booksand materialneeded
to build plastic models. Finally, several re-
gions in [taly have just one or two cities
whereuniversity coursesareoffered,and in
some regions it is impossible to sudy some
subjects (e.g., veterinary, marine biology)
and , consequently, to obtain a degree in
them because those subjects are not part of
the curriculum at the local university. This
means that many students have to move
from their city and move to another, usu-
ally some big city, such as Milan, Rome or
Florence, having to pay very high rents just
for a bedroom (up to $500 a month not
including gas, electricity etc.)

The students’ protest, three years ago,
ended after a few months with no concrete
results. This failure in achieving a practical
improvement from where to start a new
defense of our basic rights was mainly due,
to the lack of collaboration between differ-
ent social grours. What I mean to say is
something thatl have seen occuring quite
often. In most recent protests every social
group acts as a corporation in the vindica-
tion of its rights, without reaching out to
join other protests which might seem to be
different, but still are firmly connected and
spring from the same source. During those
months of occupation, for instance, we, as

- students, didn’t suceed in joining our pro-

test with the struggle of the laborers who
were losing their jobs, of the African immi-
grants, of the housewives that had formed

a group in a suburban quarter, to protect
their sons and daughters from the herion
dealers, and so on, not to mention any kind
of specific vindication connected with every
form of violence and oppression. Our mis-
take, prbably, has been to think about the
right to study in terms of specific problem
rather than of one among the many aspects
of a general situation of social injustice.

NOTES 11 Together with the Italian secret
serviceand theCIA. Butthios isanargument
non too strictly related to my article

*For instance, it’s very unusual nowadays
that an Italian professor receives his stu-
dents at home to give them some informa-
tion about his seminat. In the 70’s it was as
normal as going to class,

*On this point I would have some funny
stiries to tell, but I spare you such anecdotes.
Icanonlytell youthat all the universities I've
visited counted several easily recognized
police men dressed with plain clothesacting
like students in the most stereotyped ways.

‘I'must say thati use the word “campus”
just to make you understand that I writing
about a university area. Actually, in Italy
there is nothing like an Americanuniversity
campus: thetypical Italian university ismade
by several buildings with classrooms, labs
and secretariets put one next to the other in
the center of the city. Colleges are not so
numerous as in the States: some regions
have only one university which, in most of
thecases, doesn’tinclude every subject in its
undergraduate program.
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“I can get cash anytime with
29

my Quick Card."...........

A 24-hour Quick Card makes getting through school a whole lot easier. You can make
withdrawals, deposits, transfers, payments and balance inquiries at any Staten Island Savings
Bank ATM - 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, including weekends and holidays. And you can
get up to $500 in emergency cash anytime at thousands of NYCE® and Cirrus® locations nation-
wide. Use your Quick Card during banking hours, too, and you'll never have to wait on line.
With your hectic schedule, it’s a real lifesaver. And it couldn’t be easier to use. For information
call (718) 447-7900. Or for a demonstration, visit any of our convenient ATM branch offices.

THE g bank

pE

i e T e
STATEN ISLAND
SAVINGS BANK

Satisfied customers. Our strength for generations.
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Weighing Our

Options
Diets, Health, Fitness

by Erica Polakoff, Wellness Coordinator

There’s good news and bad news about
dieting. Thegood news is that many dietsand
weight loss programs can help you to shed
pounds. The bad news is that within a short
period of time (six months to two years) after
completinga weightloss program, most people
gain back the weight they lost. Stringent diet-
ing may, in fact, trigger binge eating. One
study conducted by the University of Minne-
sota found that when young, healthy men
were placed on a 6 month well-balanced low-
calorieregimen—similarto many commercial
weight loss programs — after the program
ended, they wenton massivebinges, eating up
to fivemealsand 5000 caloriesaday, returning

to their ious weight within six months.
The National Institute of Health reported that
as much as 9% of the weight lost in dieting is
regained within five years. Additional studies
carried out by the Center for Disease Control
indicate that significant weight loss may actu-
ally be harmful to a person’s health and life. In
their study, women who lostany weight hada
higher death rate than those who hadn't; the
more weightthey lost, thehigher therisk. Men
who werevery overweightand whohad losta
moderate amount of weight, had a slightly
lower than average death rate. Men who lost
15% or more of their original weight had a
higher death rate, unless they were so over-
weight initially that even after the weight loss,
they werestilloverweight. AHarvard Univer-
sity study demonstrated that frequent and
significant weight fluctuation—thatis, repeat-
edly gaining and losing weight —isassociated
with a 50% higher risk of heart disease.

Apparently, there are biochemical mecha-
nisms that control our body weight over time,
and according to research, body size is geneti-
cally coded. Essentially this means that our
bodies tend to resist major weight losses or
gains. However, this fact does not negate the
importanceof maintaininga nutritionally bal-
anced diet and exercising for health and well-
being.

Beingseriouslyoverweightisassociated with
a number of health risks including high blood
cholesterol, high blood pressure, heart disease
and type II diabetes (adult onset diabetes).
Being moderately overweight has fewer risks.

At what point do the health risks associated
with being seriously overweight outweigh, so
to speak, the risks which are associated with
weight reduction? How much of our percep-
tion of weight problems is socially pro-
grammed? How much is biological? How do
we determine if we are overweight?

The conventional method for determining a
person'’s “ideal” or appropriate weight range
hasbeentoconsiderweightinrelationtoheight.
However, weight and height are not the only
factors to take into consideration. Two people
may be the same height and weight, but one
may actually be “fit” and the other “unfit,” i.e,,
at risk.

Thus, standard height /weight tables (estab-
lished in 1959 by Metropolitan Life Insurance)
are, at best, very rough indicators of a person’s
ideal weight range.

Age s also an important factor, since some
weight gain is normal through the aging pro-
cess. The Center for Disease Control deter-
mined that the health risks associated with
being moderately overweight decrease with
age. In 1990, the U.S. government published
Dietary Guidelines for Americans which, unlike
the previous standards, takes age intoaccount.

Inadditiontoheight, levelof fitness,and age,
weightdistribution orfatdistribution isimpor-
tanttoconsider. Fatthatsettlesaround the hips
and buttocks carries lower risks to health and
life than fat that settles around the waist. In

ﬁofthefactthatnmusuallybegimm?n
ir mid-40s and older, tend to have a less
benign fat distribution than women in the
same age group, overweight men are much
less likely to try to lose weight.

What does all of this mean? In order to stay
healthy and fit, what is the best course of
action? Most of it is common sense. Basically,
people who are not overweight, should prob-
ably avoid gaining weight. This can beaccom-
plished by eating moderately and exercising

regularly. People who are seriously over-
weight, should probably attempt to lose some
weight. But large weight losses may be harm-
ful, so try to avoid diets that produce quick
weightloss. Again, moderate physicalexercise
can be effective in toning muscles and control-
ling weight. )

t should be noted that the greatest benefits
derived from exercisingareinsituations where
people with sedentary lifestyles change to ac-
commodate moderate activity (as opposed to
rigorous, intenseathleticactivity) intheirevery
day life. Moderate activity can be 30-60 min-
utes per day of brisk walking, either in short
segments or all at once. (Swimming is one of
the best all around forms of exercise — but I
guess we'll have to wait another year for the
pool to be ready.)

According to the government’s Dietary
uidelines for Americans, our food intake as a
nation, haschanged dramatically overthe past
80 or so years. Wetend to depend much more

~ With Visa
» - places,

National Physical Therapy Celebration

by Matthew Cutroneo

For many years, colleges and universities with established physical therapy programs
have participated in annual Physical Therapy Months. This October, due to the coordi-
nated efforts of faculty and students of CSI's new physical therapy program is proud to
present CSI's first official Physical Therapy Awareness Month (PTAM). :

PTAM will be divided into four weekly themes. Our first week will be devoted to
posture evaluations. Members of the physical therapy program will not only give free
evaluations but will also offer suggestions and distribute pamphlets on how to improve
your posture; the other weeks include massage therapy, educational informational on
injury prevention, blood pressure and pulse readings. Additional events, the site, and
time for PTAM are still being planned and will be announced in an upcoming flyers.

In addition to the weekly events, there will be raffles and items for sale including
physical therapy tee-shirts, sweat shirts, fanny packs. bumper stickers and water bottles.

Whether you're interested in physical therapy as a career or for the rehabilitation of an
injury, this profession offers many challenging and rewarding possibilities. During our
presentations any questions regarding careers in physical therapy or the CSI physical
therapy program can be answered by faculty members (Dr. Jeffrey Rothman, Ph. ed.,
Program Director, and Maureen Becker, M.S., P.T., clinical coordinator) or current
physical therapy students.

 you't ba ccspted at more than [0 milon
nearly three times more than American Express.
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Visa. It's Everywhere You Want To Be®

~"Visa USA. Inc. 1993 .
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H You made our Grand Opening a huge success!

REMEMBER WE GUARANTEE:

- FAST, FRIENDLY & COURTEOUS SERVICE

- CONVENIENCE WITH ORDER-BY- PHONE CREDIT CARD SERVICE -

\ - . EXPANDED HOURS DURING RUSH -
H BUY-BACKS OF CURRENT, UNWANTED TEXTBOOKS

- DISCOUNTED PRICES ON QUALITY USED & NEW TEXTBOOKS

| HELP US HELP YOU:

- We can only save you money if we have your books in stock.
So please encourage ecach Professor to place a textbook order at
THE NEW YORK BOOK EXCHANGE, INC.

THE NEW YORK
BOOK EXCHANGE, INC.

Located on the corner of Victory Blvd. & Richmond Ave.
h : Just a short walk from the main entrance on Victory Bivd.

(718) 982-7168

MC/VISADISCOVER SPECIAL ORDERS
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Charlie Rose And The New Yorker: What Price Progress?

by Thomas Deignan

Both Charlie Rose, the PBS talk show
named after its host, and The New Yorker
magazine, are staples of the uptown Man-
hattan, cultural elite set. Rose and New
Yorkers have also recently become semi-
ubiquitous members of the New York
paparazzi and gossip columns, what with
the ultra-hip former Vanity Fair editor Tina
Brown taking the reins a TNY, and Rose’s
personal life garnering its own attention,
we’ve seen both Roseand the magadjust to
a newfound spotlight. First and foremost,
itshould benoted that each of thesetwo are
near thetop of their respective craft. Rose’s
show is clearly some of the best gabon TV,
which is of course not saying much, but
- indeed, consistently he has delivered deli-
cious, provocative, offbeat and relevant talk.
TNY, meanwhile, remains the standard as
far as magazine journalism goes, and offers
its readers top-of-the-line articles, art and
fiction every week.

That said, disregarding the disparity in
the ages of the two, (Rose’s show has been
on PBS for two years, after six years over-
nights on CBS, while TNY has been pub-
lished weekly since 1925) they have each
welcomed, with open arms, the same con-
cept in the last year or so: change.

As Brown begins her second year as edi-
tor, even a glance at the cover of TNY
screams of reform, in that half-size, trans-
parent table of contents tease that tells the
reader why he or she should purchase the
magazine this week...Sidney Blumenthal
on Clinton...Joan Didion on the Spur
Posse...John Updike (reasonenoughalone!).
And as we work our way into the magazine
we discover that indeed, the articles and
departments are more structured and or-
ganized, and there are more explanatory
headlines and sub-headlines, and there is
even—gasp—a photographer, ata publica-
tion that craves pencil and pen art like few
others. .

The journalism, not surprising given the
talent of most of the writers, remains im-
pressive. And Richard Avedon’s work has
been a long time coming since photogra-
phy is an art that should have received
attention at TNY years ago. The “Com-
ments” editorial section, meanwhile, has
been largely fascinating, timely, and cut-
ting: practically a must-read on current
events discourse. (TNY was one of the first
big-time mags to debunk managed compe-
tition and laud the single payer health care
system, harking back, slightly at least, to its
early and prescient condemnations of the
Vietnam conflict.) Taking thisinto account,
it seems the prognosis for progress at TNY
is positive...a successful transfer of power,
yes? Perhaps, but not as much so when I
picked up a couple of those old crusty New
Yorkers I had laying around: when the by-
lines, for no apparent reason, appeared at
the end of each piece, when the only thing
on the cover was the art, and when there
was no concerted attempt to keep up with
the Times and the tabloids as far as politics
goes In short, there was a time when you
bought the magazine, not because of any

on highly processed, “fortified,” preserved,
synthetically manufactured “convenience”
foods, eating morefat, oils, saltand sugars than
wedid in the early 1900s. Nutritionally speak-
ing, this is a disaster! That is, our overall
nutrition has suffered as a result of this trend.
Luckily, it is not that difficult to change. Even
small changes in the average person’s diet can
significantly improve the nutritional value of
food eaten. Since the body tends to store fat
very effectively, we should try to eat less fat.
For example, a plate of fettucine alfredo may
have the same caloric content as a plate of
fettucine with marinara sauce (say, 500 calo-
ries), but the alfredo sauce will most likely
contain three times the fat content as the
marinara sauce. We can substitute low fat or
skim milk for whole, low fat meats and fish
(skinlesschicken, water-packed tuna, etc.),and
low fat dressings and spreads in the place of
mayonnnaise and butter. It should be noted

particular week’s contents, but simply be-
cause it was The New Yorker, a stodgy, pre-
tentious, long-winded and at times
confused—but always irreverent and sin-
gular—magazine.

Make no mistake about it, Brown has
played all the right cards in terms of beef-
ing up circulation, clearly her most press-
ingassignment when hired. But few readers
can be pleased at the sheer volume of ads
on the pages of TNY (accept of course pub-
lishing biggieS.I. (Si) Newhouse, whodoles
out the paychecks.) The increased adver-
tisements are just plain annoying, making
each issue seem misleadingly huge. And
theadshaveincluded brash, big, and gaudy
ones, as well as the bane of the magazine
industry, those smelly perfume ads.

Brown has also made much of the mate-
rial that appears on the pages of TNY more
relevant and timely. Smart move? Well, it
never hurts to have another ear to the wall
of City Hall or Washington: Buttherein lies
the problem. Time was TNY was not just
another ear. It was The New Yorker,and that
was enough. Some weeks you'd buy it, flip
through it and realize there was nothing
particular worth reading. Or some week,
an offbeat article might make your day. It
was the equivalent of stumbling through
anold closetor chest and unearthing an old
photo album: you open it, and maybe what
you see is boring and irrelevant, or maybe
what you see probes and stuns. Youdidn’t
know whether you were reading fiction,
essayorreport untila coupleof paragraphs
inbutthat was the directionless excitement
about the old New Yorker, which once dedi-
cated an ENTIRE issue to John Hersey’s
“Hiroshima.” It is doubtful that this type of
freedom and editorial reckless abandon is
running amuck under Brown'’s tutelage.
With the new New Yorker, you know ex-
actly what you get when you buy it. Of
course, now, for that exact same reason
maybe you won’t bother buying it in the
first place. ;

Rose also seems to be suffering from the
same ‘need-to-be-relevant’ syndrome. He
hasclearly stepped up hisattemptsto cover
a breaking story on a given night, such as
the Waco debacle and much of the new
president’s actions. To repeat, another ear
never hurt, but the same quandary applies.
Nightline may bedoingastory on the same
thing Rose is doing, but there should never
be a day when we can compare Rose’s
apple to Koppel’s orange.

Now of course, Rose remains the best
interviewer on television, therefore any
piece he conducts is likely to be superior
than any other channel’s, but the desire to
achieve timely relevance and familiarity
has also injured what was once also an
unpredictable, and yes, sometimes stuffy
hour. Butit was, moreimportantly, unique
and unlike the others, from the stage set-
ting to the pop classical music used for the
opening theme. Rose’s new theme is a
more catchy and accessible jazz number,
accompanied by images of a bustling Rose
and familiar, very well-known faces—
Clinton, Gore, Cosby, Rather, Brokaw,

that these changes are especially important for
women due to the apparent relationship be-
tweendietary fatand breast cancer. (This topic
will be discussed in future Newsletters.)

According to Consumer Reports, Ameri-
cans spend $3 billion/year on commercial di-
etsand weight loss programs. Since there has
been quite a bit of interest in rejuvenating the
Weight Watchers at Work program (WWs)
hereat CSI, Ilooked at what Consumer Reports
had to say about WW's in comparison to other
weightloss programs. According toConsumer
Reports, Weight Watchersemphasizes health-
ful dietary habits (a low-calorie, low-fat, high
carbohydrate diet), slow weight loss (1% of
one’s body weight — generally between one
and two pounds — per week), and generally
emphasizes a healthful lifestyle (that includes
moderateexerciseand physicalactivity). People
on Weight Watchers experienced less pres-
sure, experienced fewer unexexpected costs,
and were satisfied with the program com-
pared to other commercial programs.

Jennings, McNeil, Lehrer...etc. The show’s
message is clear. It says “We are NOT
stuffy and boring. We are just like other
shows.” Unfortunately, that message may
be coming through too clearly. Rose may
have grabbed a new audience, whomay be,
rightly so,impressed, but many who caught
his first season have a right to feel a touch
ignored and disappointed.

Rosehasalsofeatured way tomany celebs
pushing their latest product. I mean really,
Sarah Jessica Parker? Oh sure, in the past
Rose could pull out a heavy-hitting actor,
actress or musician but it was for no other
reason than to chat in an unconventional
way about their trade. Now they talk about
their trade and their latest albuni or movie,
on the shelves or at a theater near you this
Friday. The same face on Rose’s show may
be on Jay or Arsenio 30 minutes later. And
that’s a shame, because Charlie Roseis in a
different league than those others.

To that end, Rose has caught some flack
lately. Ironically enough James Wolcott
did a less-than-flattering piece in the June
14th TNY in which he accurately correlated
the show’s “demise” (my misuse, for lack
of abetter word) to the show going national
this past January. While such criticism has
been known to enrage the congenial North
Carolinian with the sweet, subliminal ac-
centand stern stare, he’d berighttolend an
ear to the critics and understand that he is
not...never...ever going toachieve network-
likeratings. (Rose’s ratings havebeen some-
whatlow, undoubtedlya factorintherecent
changes, just like circulation at TNY, but
the show is by no means in danger of can-
cellation, as PBS execs have stated. But then
again, who knows if that’s the real deal.) So
he may bebest to consider this: Rather than
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“THIS IS FILMMAKING AT ITS BEST”

‘GLORIOUS! UNLIKE ANYTHING YOU'VE EVER SEEN!
A STRONG CONTENDER FOR ONE OF THE YEAR'S BEST FILMS”

‘S % %A MAGNIFICENT!”

EVERY FEW YEARS AN AMERICAN MOVIE COMES ALONG
SO FULL OF LIFE, AND SO RICH IN HONEST EMOTION,
THAT IT SWEEPS AWAY EVERYTHING IN ITS PATH"

IT'S DESTINED TO BE ONE OF
THE BEST AND MOST TALKED-ABOUT

OOD PICTURES .. OLIVER STONE
FHE JOY LUCK CLUB" .= OLIVER STONE
MY TAN = AMY TAN & RONALD BASS
BAN RONALID BASS PATRICK MARKEY
“WAYNE WANG i

attempt to sway viewers from theother late
night gab shows with bigger guests look-
ing to push their wares, or beat Nightlineor
the local news to the punch in covering
unfolding events, shore up an audience
thatis always hungry—the one looking for
the unorthodox and the offbeat. Given the
scarcity of such a product, these peopleare
alwayslooking for somewhere else to turn.
In fact it’s probably what attracted people
to Rose in the first place.

Make no mistake about it, Roseand TNY
are special members of the communica-
tions fraternity: each are among the few
forums offered to members of the alterna-
tive political press, the best literary minds
of our time, and each examines trends,
science, sports, architecture and a whole
bunch of other things that would other-
wise have even fewer channels. Charlie
Rose brings us Larry Kramer, Anna
Deveare Smith and Alice Walker—TNY
gives us pieces about genetic engineering,
the conflict between the black community
and the gay community, and, of course,
fiction, a rare commodity in itself. Both
have always, (yes, even recently) success-
fully mingled politics and culture,and TNY
in particular, has been strong in the last
month or so. (See Stan Sesser’s Sept. 13th
“Opium War Redux” and Seymour M.
Hersh’s Sept. 6th “The Spoils of the Gulf
War” as evidence.) But it is unfortunate to
see them turn away from this formula as if
it were not theright way to go, and instead,
attempt to assimilate themselves into the
mainstream, rather than build around the
niche that attracted many people to them
in the first place. The last thing TV and
journalism need are more familiar, safe
and predictable products.

~PATRICIA BIBBY. ASSOCIATED PRESS

~JEFFREY LYONS. SNEAK PREVIEWS/CNBC

~BOB CAMPBELL. NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS
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FILMS OF 1993 AND
THE '94 OSCARS!

=GARY FRANKLIN, KCOP-TV
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PRODUCTION
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BASED UPON THE NOVEL
BY AMY TAN
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NOW SHOWING AT CITY CINEMAS CINEMA | 5R0 AVE & 60TH ST MANHATTAN
STARTS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 AT SELECTED THEATRES
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Letter from the Arts Editor

Greetings from the staff of the Arts
department here at the College Voice!
For those of you braving your second
ormoresemester at CSI, welcome back;
for those of you embarking on your
coll if things seem overwhelming —
it’s not asege carcer, don’t worry if
things seem overwhelming — it’s not
as bad as it looks. The incoming fresh-
men for Fall ‘93 have a distinct advan-
tage over previous freshmen, for with
the birth of tnct advantage over previ-
ous freshmen, for the with the birth of
the new campus comes a general con-
fusion that has resulted in everyone,
staff and faculty included, to wander
the grounds in a bewildered and over-
whelmed state. For this reason, fresh-
men can take security in the fact that
they won’t stand out as newcomers;
thereare more than 12,000 other people
just as clueless as they are about the

ber is not to panic upon becoming lost
on the grounds; just pick a direction
and keep walking — you should hit a
major roadway in 20 to 30 minutes.

I’d like to take this opportunity to
invite anyone interested in joining the
College Voice to visit our office on the
second floor of the Student Center.
Many students mistakenly assume you
have to be an established writer or at
lcast beinterested in writing to join the
staff, while in reality, nothing could be
further from the truth. Of course the
main need of the paperis writers, but it
also offers opportunities for people in-
terested in computer layout, drawing,
photography, and business manage-
ment. Working on the paper affords
students the chance to learn valuable
skills that are widely sought in the
professional world. The work can be
hard, but the benefits are many.

new campus. The key thing to remem- As the editor for the Arts, I'd par-

Ed Hicks' Record Reviews
Eve’s Plum “Envy” 550 Records* *1/2

This is the first offering from these Manhattan natives and while their name implies
good ol’ Jan Brady, their music is a straight ahead power chord attack. The band features
Colleen on vocals, Michael on guitar, Chris on bass and Benjamin on drums.

The CD opens with “Blue,” which really rocks. Colleen’s lead vocals really leap out at
you toward the end of the cut with an effective raw edge that becomes her trademark
throughout the disc.

“I Want It All” and “Once, Twice” really capture the listener with catchy vocal hooks
inthe versesand choruses. Again, Colleen balances effectively between polished and raw
vocal parts and has a nice call and response section with the bass in “Once, Twice.”

“Venus Meets Pluto” is the best track on the CD. Colleen finds her niche of singing
smooth melody lines against raw chorus music. This song has a very trippy fecl to it,
especially towards the end of the cut. The band excels with this kind of fecl.

After the first four songs, the CD begins to plummet downhill. With the exception of
“Die Like Somceone,” the rest of the songs are, quite frankly, boring. There is no musical
interaction between any of the instruments and you start to wonder as the CD rolls on if
the band should check themselves into Riff Beaters Anonymous.

You get the feeling after listening to “Envy” a few times that the band is there to back
up Colleen exclusively and the standard 4/4 time signature fill-up-every-space-with-
cighth-notes is pretty good proof. Roger Greenawalt, who produced the album, Steve
Boyer, who co-produced and engineered and Andy Wallace, who mixed the tape, all did
phenomenal jobs. The CD sounds top notch and is very reminiscent of the type of
production on Nirvana’s “Nevermind.”

If strict verse, pre-chorus, chorus music is your bag, you should buy this CD immedi-
ately. However, if you're looking for a band that takes their music to new heights, then
Eve’s Plum misses the mark.

Eve’s Plum can be heard on WSIA, 88.9 FM.

Black Tape for a Blue Girl
“the lush garden within” Projekt ** * *

When | first picked up this CD, I didn’t know what to think. The front cover has a
picture of a naked woman lying in a pile of rubble with a caption of “...is this a good
omen...of our fertility? Our bearing of much beauty? Or the first pain to linger?”

[ was confused. Well, after listening to this CD, it only proved one thing: Never judge
a CD by its cover.

“the lush garden within” is an incredible mix of gothic, industrial and neo-classical
influences with dashes of different cultures. It conveys powerful emotions ranging from
anguish to the plight of the human race and mother earth.

The CD features a host of musicians, featuring mainly Sam on vocals and electronics
and Lucian onvocals. The singing is very soothing and emotional and is backed by terrific
chord progressionsand changing background feels. Lucian, especially on “the flow of our
spirit,” could be compared with the vocals on the album “Shepherd Moons” by Enya.

“The broken glass” is an amazing song with a hauntingly catchy vocal melody while
“we exist, entwined,” overwhelmed, beneath me” and the title track just flow with a
trippy, dreamlike sequence.

The lyrics are really poignant and well-written, but are not meant to be hummable.
They address serious topics and really evoke true emotion without sounding cliche’.

This CD is not meant for those with'a short attention span as all the songs are linked
togetherinaslow, methodical fashion. It’skind of like listening to Pink Floyd “The Wall.”
You either listen to the whole thing or you just don’t listen at all.

If you're looking for the next Pearl Jam, you haven’t found it in black tape for ablue girl.
But if you are looking for an original musical experience with thought provoking lyrics,
then you should go to your local record store immediately.

Listen for black tape for a blue girl on WSIA, 83.9 FM.

The Ed Hicks Rating system:
oot Buy this CD immediately **—Good, but not overly impressive
o __Great CD, definitely worthyof buying *__Fair to poor A
% _Solid effort, but not amazing

0—Forget it, buy a hot dog

ticularly like to invite anyone inter-
ested in reviewing movies, plays,
books, music, television, or anything
related to art or entertainment to stop
at the office and fill out an application
for the paper; we can use the help.
Many students have asked why we
don’t review all types of films, music,
books, etc. The truth of the matteris, as
students ourselves, our time is very
limited. As a result, we center prima-
rily around the types of film or music
we have time to see or listen to, i.e.
whatever’s playing at the local multi-
plex. A perfect example of this is how
I had planned to review Martin
Scorsese’s Age of Innocence for this
issue, but was unable to do so since the
film is not playing on the Island, and 1
didn’t have time to run into Manhat-
tan. The more writers | have, the more
the number of reviews, and the broader
the range.

Well, that said, good luck in the se-
mester ahead, and I look forward to
seeing you at the office of The College
Voice .

Darrin DeRosa

Nominate Yourself For A Seat On Student
Government (because no one else will!)

Two Lower Division Seats Available (12-60.5
credits needed)

Come to Room 1-C 207 for a suckers form

Deadline for bureaucratic applicants October
15th at 2:00 PM

If you were willing to read this you just
might be the "right person for the job."

Music News and Reviews

by Olli Sibelt

Greetings and Salutations music fans!
Welcome back to another edition of Music
News and Views, a compendium of infor-
mation on the best new music , concerts,
record releases and important news which
is affecting the record industry. Some of
you might find this column a bit out in left
ficld, considering that I rarely cover bands
which everybody knows about, or listens
to i.e.: Metallica, Pearl Jam, etc.... You can
getall thenewsabout them from any maga-
zine such as Spin, Creem, Rolling Stone,
etc.. In my opinion, Top 40 radio and MTV
are just media money making tools. They
rarely care about the bands they put into
rotation and usually play only what will
give them the highest ratings and profit.
This column gives you something better. A
column completely unbiased and unaf-
fected by what’s popular in today’s music
charts. Forget about what the cool new
band of the week is, because I'm here to
give you the dirt on some of the best bands
[ can find, yo. And as always, your com-
mentsare muchappreciated . [lovediscov-
ering new bands, so if you have a band
you'd like meto review (either yourownor
a CDyoujust bought), please write meand
let me know. Also, if you'rein alocal band,
please write and let me know when and if
your band is playing, so we can let people
know aboutit, or youcan send us atape or
CD. There’s a lot of great bands out there
for you to enjoy, no matter what your taste
is. So lets start off with what’s going on in
the Music world this time around.

First off, scheduled for release in this
month are three major items of interest.
One: Seattle punk rockers Nirvana release
their eagerly awaited follow up to
Nevermind. Entitled In Utero , it was pro-
duced by Steve Albini and you can expect
the first single, entitled “Heart-Shaped Box”
to be released on August 30th domesti-
cally. The album also contains a B-Side of
interest called “Marigold” which drum-

mer Dave Grohl wrote, and sangonas well.

Pearl Jam also will issue their follow up to
Ten. Entitled Five Against One. it contains 12

songs and, contrary to earlier reports of’

beinga full fledged punkalbum, it hasbeen
toned down abit to include two new acous-
tic tracks. The album also features a track
called “Leash” which was originally on the
demo that got them signed. The song has a
wonderful break in the middle, where Mr.
Vedder screams “Get out of my fucking
face”. So much for being a poet and not
knowing it. But finally, the big news we’ve
all been waiting for... A brand new album

by... Meatloaf! Yes, it’s true. His second
album will becalled Bat Out of Hell 2, Return
to Hell , or something like that and all I can
say is that if there is a “Paradise By the
Dashboard Light, part 2” onit, 'm leaving
the country, so smoke ‘em if you got ‘em.

Singer Natalie Merchant has also con-
firmed that she has left 10,000 Maniacs.
Merchant said the decision was two years
in the making and that she didn’t want to
deal with a “farewell tour” or “any distrac-
tions that it might have produced.” She is
reportedly looking for another band, and
no further word has been heard about the
state of the rest of the 10,000 Maniacs since
her departure.

Confusion still abounds after The Won-
der Stuff bassist Rob Jones died two weeks
ago of a suspected heroin overdose. Ac-
cording to one U.S. source, the overdose
theory came from a police report, yet the
bands manager and Jones’ girlfriend deny -
the claim, saying that Jones suffered from a
sleep disorder called Apnea. The Wonder
Stuff release their new album in early Octo-
ber entitled Construction for the modern idiot.
No further word on the bands plans, al-
though a possible U.S. tour with Ned’s
Atomic Dustbin sometime this winter was
discussed.

Simon and Garfunkel have been con-
firmed to play 20, yes, count ‘em, 20 shows
at Madison Square Garden in New York
City from October 3rd to the 24th, as an
official reunion. Get your tickets now La-
diesand Gents, becauseldon’tthink they’re
gonna last, if they haven’t sold out already.

R.E.M.’s Peter Buck has been in the stu-
dio recording a solo album, and although
details are still quite sketchy, early reports
say it seems to be a Graham Parsons tribute
album. We'll let you know the minute we
hear more.

U.K. rave act The Shamen are also in the
studio working on their new album. How-
ever before its release, they are set to re-
lease a new single of “Comin”’

In other dance news, Belgian industrial
band Front 242 issue their second album
this year on August 27th. Entitled
”05:22:09:12 OFF” or “Evil Off”. It will
feature an American band called “Spill”
who recorded many vocal tracks for the
album. The new release will be more ambi-
ent oriented than their previous release
“06:21:03D:11 UP EVIL” or “Fuck Up Evil”
One record company person heard it and
said it sounds like “the Orb on Steroids”.
England’s premier Grindcore and thrash
record label Earache Records has just signed
a North American Licensing agreement
with Columbia Record. See you next time.
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The Midgets By The Bay

by Ed Hicks

Icanseetheheadlinesinthe World Weekly
News. “THE GHOST OF BILL BUCKNER
HAUNTS THE BAY AREA” or “BUCKY
DENT SIGNS WITH ATLANTA” or even
“GIANT INDIAN SWALLOWS SAN

[N ]

So a fan runs out on the field and the
Yankees steal a win from the Boston Red
Sox. Callit highway robbery, call ita bunch
of crap if you want. You know what I call it?
The breaks.

Let’s face it. Stranger and more crucial
things have happened. Remember the 1985

FRANCISCO.” But World Se-
it will make no dif- ries? Kan-
ference. sas City’s

San Francisco Jorge Orta
made the cardinal called safe
sinin sports: Never at  first
look over your when he
shoulder.  Sure, wasoutby
those Braves: were fivefeet? If
charging fast and a the proper
team that’s playing call is
30 games over .500 made, the
since the All-Star St. Louis

break is enough to make any team cringe.

But you never look back. Leaders look
ahead and stay ahead. With all of Atlanta’s
pitching, you'd figure they should have had
first place from day one.

But they didn’t. The Giants just shuffled
their feet when they should have planted
them. Now the Braves have planted the
Giants in second place and they are there to
stay.

LX N ]

If you have tuned into WFAN since the
Giants slide out of first, you have heard the
humbling of the pooch, Chris Russo. The
poor puppy has been the target of so much
abuse (with most of it being warranted), but
you have to wonder, how much of this ver-
bal warfare is really animosity?

Right after the Giants were swept in San
Francisco by the Braves, Howie Rose wasall
over Russo about it. Mad Dog then burst
into a shouting tirade, calling Rose cheap
and a front runner while Rose just laughed
and loudly applauded Atlanta’s apparent
acquisition of Dennis Martinez, which set off
Russo even more.

As if the sound of Russo’s voice wasn’t
grating enough, we have to listen to this
adolescent psycho-prattle from a so-called
professional. Russo actually went as far to
say that the Braves were wrong for trying to
obtain Dennis Martinez from the Expos.

There is nothing wrong with rooting for
your favorite team, but when your own
frustration clouds your objectivity, then you
are wrong. The Braves attempt to acquire
Martinez was pure bascball business. Use it
or lose it. How does Mike Francesa handle
this lunacy?

A (Howie) rose is a rose. Business is
business. If the Giants suck, then they suck.
Call it as you see it, Mad Dog, not as you
want it.

LN ]

Do you think Barry Bonds feels
snakebitten? Havea great season and blow
hard in the playoffs for Pittsburgh two
straight years. Couple that with his throw
from theoutfield thatcouldn’t nail the speedy
Sid Bream in the NLCS last year and you
have a pretty well-rounded failure in post
season play.

Now Barry has a new twist. Have your
team choke in the stretch run. Where is Mr.
Bonds now? I can remember Darryl Straw-
berry rising to the occasion to carry the Mets,
I can remember Kirby Puckett rising to the
occasion for the Twins, but | really can’t
recall Bonds leading the Giants when they
were down. ‘

That’s why he makes $43 million, to be a
leader and not just in salary. Hopefully,
when the Giants officially bow out, a re-
porter will ask Barry to bark like a dog.

GROUPS & CLUBS Raise up to $500-1500 in
less than a week, plus win a trip to MTV
SPRING BREAK gl and get a FREE T Shirt
just for calling 1-800-950-1093 Ext 65

CALL TOLL FREE FOR

FREE CATALOG OF 29.000 REPORTS
1-800-777-7901
415-586-3900

Cardinals go on to become world champi-

ons. But Orta was safe and the Royals rallied
to win Game 6 and went on to crush John
Tudor (remember him?) and the Cards to
win it all.

LN ]

Frank Thomas is definitely the front run-
ner for AL MVP, with Juan Gonzalez and
Ken Criffey Jr. making solid bids, but how
about Ron Gant for N.L. MVP? Gant, who
was tradebait notoolongago, can’t help but
smash the ball when he bats these days. If
he’s not MVP, then he is definitely Come-
back Player of the Year.

oo 0

Fred McGiriff joined an elite group when
he hit his 30th homer this year, making it six
straight years of 30+ homers. Now McGriff
can be mentioned with home run hitters like
Babe Ruth, Hank Aaron etc.

But with over 30 dingers, McCiriff, as of
press time, has 88 RBI. That annoys me.

How do you hit 30+ homers and drive in
only 887 With the bases empty, I suppose.
LA N )

Hats off to Dave Winfield, who collected
his 3,000th hit. Cheersto a professional who
overcame a lot of adversity and just played
ball.

LN ]

Would someone like to tell me how Mike
Kecenan plans to employ his tough tactics on
defense with guys like Sergei Zubov, Peter
Andersson, James Patrick, Brian Leetch and
Doug Lidster?

Jett Beukeboomiis findllyin training camp,
although I'don’t get excited about someone
who could only get even odds if he raced
Kevin Slowe.

The Rangers should be interesting to
watch. The countdown begins on who will
whine about that bully Keenan first

PRINCIPLES

of SOUND RETIREMENT

INVESTING |

RN & W)

UNFORTUNATELY, THIS IS WHERE
" PEOPLE ARE PUTTING
TOO MANY RETIREMENT DOLLARS.

very year, a lot of people make a

huge mistake on their taxes. They
don't take advantagc of tax deferral and
wind up sending Uncle Sam money they
could be saving for retirement.

money you don’t send to Washington
works even harder tor vou. Down the
road, that can make a dramatic ditference
in your quality of life.

What else makes SRAs so special?

© /993 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association/College Retirement Equities Fund.

Fortunately, that's a mistake you can
easily avoid with TIAA-CREF SRAs.
SRAs not only ease your current tax-
bite, they offer a remarkably easy way
to build retirement income—especially

for the “extras” that your regular pension

and Social Security benefits may not
cover. Because your contributions are

l“ild(} in bef‘ore-tax doll;u‘s, you pay ICSS

taxes now. And since all earnings on
your SRA are tax-deferred as well, the

A range of allocation choices—from the
guaranteed security of TIAA to the
diversified investment accounts of’
CREF’s variable annuity—-all backed
by the nation’s number one retirement
system.

Why write oft the chance for a more
rewarding retirement? Call today and
learn more about how TIAA-CREF
SR As can help you enjoy many
happy returns. '

Benefit now from tax defevval. Call our SRA botline 1 800-842-2733, ext. 8016.

AL p
75 years of ensuring the future
o, SM '
for those who shape it. is g s
CREF certificates are dutributed by TIAA-CREF Indwiual and Inatatational Serveces. For more . omplete vitormatwon, including charges and expeniea

call 1 800-842-2755, ext. 8016 for a prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully betore you invest or send money,
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omen's Tennis Hit Hard By Losses

by Ed Hicks

Coach- Bruce Knittle tried to hide his
disappointment. Dickens was right. It is
the best and the worst of times.

After a 4-7 1992 campaign and a fourth
place CUNY Conference finish, Knittle’s
squad seemed on the verge of having a
successful 1993 season.

But a funny thing happened on the way
to 1993. Some players won’t be coming
back after all. Five players who were ex-
pected to return will not for a variety of
reasons ranging from academic ineligibil-
ity to personal reasons.

“I have no control over situations like
this,” said Knittle. “If they had comeback,
we would have a chance to have a good
season. But the players are responsible for
qualifying, so my hands are tied.”

One could understand Knittle’s disap-
pointment as now he is forced to play the
cards he has. “Ill do what I can,” said

Knittle. “It’s not easy to replace number
one and number two players. Hopefully
we can add some players along the way.”

Only three women return from last year.
Juliana Nguan, a number two seed in 1992,
will be Knittle’s number one seed for 1993.
Nguan is expected to bea solid number one
and Erica Larssen, who wasa number three
seed in 1992, should slide into the number
twospot. JackieChungalsoreturns. Chung,
whowasanumbersix seed last year, should
jump to the number three or four seed.

MOTHER/DAUGHTER COMBO

Larssen’s promotion to the number two
seed, however, will not be the most talked
about event for this season. More so, it will
be the doubles pairing of Larssen and her
mother. Irene Larssen. The senior Larssen
looks to fall into the number three or four
spot behind her daughter.

“They’re both good singles and doubles
players,” said Knittle. “They play well

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL UPDATE:
Radolinski, Owen

Lead Dolphins

CSlI notches first victory over CCNY

by Ed Hicks

After losing their first three matches, CSI broke into the win column with a 15-5, 7-15,
15-10 win over CCNY at Baruch College on Saturday. The Dolphins lost their opening
match to the hosts, 15-6, 15-1, but then battled back behind the solid play of Vicki

Radolinski and April Owen.

“I was happy with my performance,” said Radolinski. “But you canlook downtheline
and see that everybody did their part. You can’t say that one player did the job because

everyone contributed.”

Radolinski and Owen did their parts by coming up with key blocks in the final set for
thevictory. The Dolphins registered 20 kills and 10blocks in the winand missed only nine
serves, a big improvement from their previous losses.

“We made a lot more serves this time around and that was a big difference,” said -

Radolinski. “It helped us to win.”

CSl improves to 1-1 in the CUNY Conference.
DOLPHINS DROP TWO
Despite the fine play of Denyse Simmonds, Crissy Tremper and April Owen, the
Dolphins dropped matches to Kings Point and St. Elizabeth, both by scores of 2-0.
Poor serving was the demise of the Dolphins as Kings Point beat them 15-11 and 15-7
and St. Elizabeth’s beat them 15-10 and 16-14. CSI missed nine serves in the 16-14 loss to

St. Elizabeth’s.

Simmonds combined with Tremper torecord 12 aces for CSI. Simmonds also registered

10 kills while Owen slammed home six kills.

together and should be real contributors to
this team.” i

Four newcomers will also see a lot of
action thisseason. NoraRyan, Stacey Jones,
Diane Cordes and Denise Russo will get
their trials by fire, at least in the beginning.

“The bottom line is that the attitude of
the players that we haveis greatand I know
they’ll work hard. If we can add a few
players, it would really help out,” said
Knittle. .

MATCHES CANCELED

The Dolphins have caught a couple
of breaks along the way. Their season
was supposed to have started on Sep-
tember 18th with another match on the
22nd, but the matches have been post-
poned and the first match won’t take
place until October 1st, a home match
against Baruch. :

“We need all the extra time we can get,”
said Knittle. “All of our misfortunes had

occurred in the last week or two, so it has
really been difficult to get a clear picture for
1993.”

GOOD-BYE SUNNYSIDE

Another thorn in Knittle’s side has been
the moveto Willowbrook. With mostof the
student body at the new campus, Knittle
has not been able to reach out to large
female population while being stuck over
at Sunnyside. To make matters worse,
Knittle couldn’t even hang signs at the new
campusbecausethebuildingsstillbelonged
to the contractors-

“It’s tough to recruit with no advertis-
ing,” said Knittle. “I'm hopingto get some
new recruitsfor theseasonand I can’t stress
enough for women to come on down and
play if the are interested.”

All women should try to contact Bruce
Knittle at the athletic office. The phone
number is 390-7607.

- Aittention
Women:

- THE CSI WOMEN'’S TENNIS
TEAM NEEDS YOU!
TRYOUTS FOR TENNIS
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 3:00

AT SUNNYSIDE .
OR CALL BRUCE KNITTLE
AT 390-7607
ALL ARE WELCOME.
NO EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY

THE COLLEGE
VOICE IS LOOKING
FOR
SPORTSWRITERS
AND

PHOTOGRAPHERS.
INQUIRE AT ROOM
230 IN THE
CAMPUS CENTER
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