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N i l e s  E l l i o t  G o l d s t e i n

T h e  l e s  t o  B u t t e  f r o m  B o z e m a n  la s ts  
f o r  ha l f  a n  h o u r . T h e  f l i s h t  
a r r i ve s  n e a r  m i d n i g h t ,  a n d  j o l t s  
its w e a r y  t r av e l l e r s ,  
n o w  h o m e  f r o m  d i s t a n t  b u r d e n s  
o n  t h e  R o c k i e s ’ o t h e r  f lank.  L o v e d  
o n e s  o f f e r  k i s s e s ,  a n d  l e a d  
t h e m  o n  t o  b e d s .  Yea r s  a g o ,  w h e n

I w a s  n e a r l y  a m a n ,  I t o o k  t h a t  
q u i e t  f l ight .  I l ef t  b e h i n d  
t h e  girl I l o v e d — a n d  ha l f  
m y  s o u l .  For  m e  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  
m e a n t
n o t  l i ps ,  b u t  t h e  w e l c o m e  
h o p e  o f  s l e e p .  A  s i n g l e  p a n e  
o f  g l a s s  k e p t  o u t  t h e  d a r k  M o n t a n a

n igh t .  T h e  b e r t h  w a s  a s  v a c a n t  
a s  t h e  h u s k  o f  m y  h e a r t ,  b u t  m o r e  
c o m f o r t i n g .  In it a t  l e a s t  
I h e a r d  a d r o n e ,  a n d  f e l t  d i s c a r d e d  
g u s t s  o f  sky:  m y  c r a d l e  
r o c k e d  w i t h  e a c h  a s c e n t .  A  skull

p r e s s e d  t h e  p o r t a l ,  y e t  till I g a z e d  
p a s t  m y  r e l i e f  a n d  t o w a r d s  
r e c e d i n g  e a r t h ,  I f o r g o t  t h e  f a c e  
w a s  m i n e .  B e n e a t h  t h e  w i n g  
w e r e  s t a r s ,  p y r e s  o f  c r a c k l i n g  f i re  
c l u m p e d  o n  b l a c k e n e d  hil ls.  N o t

t h o u s a n d s ,  b u t  h a n d f u l s ,  p o c k e t s ,  
d i s t i n c t  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s .  S t a r s  
b u r s t i n g  f r o m  so i l ,  l e a p i n g  fo r  
h e a v e n  like l e o p a r d s  f o r  p r e y .  A n d  I 
t h o u g h t  o f  l i p s ,  k i s s e s ,  a n d  t h e  
w a r m t h
b e t w e e n  s h e e t s .  I k n e w  e a c h  s t a r  
e n c a s e d  a  w o r l d ,  b u t  I a l s o  k n e w  m y  
h a l f w a y  r e a l m ,  h o v e r i n g  a l o n e  in

t h e  d a r k  a n d  d i s t a n t  m i d n i g h t  sky.

f  A
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V i n c e n t  V o k

In t h e  e n d  h e  w a s  a m o d e l  o f  d e s p e r a t i o n .
His f i n ge r s  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  l aye r  o f  s w e a t  a r o u n d  t h e  k n uc k l e s .
T he  w h i t e  l i ght  in his  h e a d  a t t r a c t e d  m o s q u i t o e s  o f  u n c o n t r o l l e d  t h o u g h t s .  
H e r e  t h e n ,  is h o w  it e n d s ,  h e  t h o u g h t .
H e  w a l k e d  d o w n  t h e  s i d e w a l k  t o  t h e  las t  d o o r s t e p  b e f o r e  t h e  c o r n e r
a n d  s a t  d o w n  in t h e  d o o r w a y
Long c o a t  h e a v y  w i t h  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  su n .
T h e  rain p o u r e d  d o w n  his  s p i n e  a n d  t h e  c l o u d  b u r s t  in h is  c h e s t .
H e  w a s  a l o n e .

T h e  t ra f f i c  p a u s e d ,  a n d  t h i n g s  w e r e  q u i e t  in t h a t  sp J i t  s e c o n d  t h a t  n o i s e  t a k e s  a 
a n d  h e  h e a r d  his  t h r o a t  s c r a t c h .
T h e  t i m e  it t a k e s  h e  t h o u g h t  t o  si t  d o w n  a n d  n o t  s t a n d  a r e  s e c o n d s  n e v e r  t o  b e  
s e n t  a w a y  t o  w a i t  w i t h  t h e  f l o o d  till t h e  e n d .
T h e  m e m o r y  o f  a c i g a r e t t e  b i t  his  l ip a n d  f i l l e d  his  l un gs  w i t h  t h e  t a s t e  o f ^ m o k e  
H e  w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  o f f  his  c o a t ,  l e a v e  it t h e r e  t o  m e l t  l i m p  o n  t h e  s t e p s . . ,

S o o n  h e  w a s  o n  his  f e e t  a g a i n  s w e a r i n g  a t  t h e  n o i s e  in t h e  h ^  
s l o w ,  h a r d  a f t e r n o o n .
T h e  S p a n i s h  o n  t h e  ai r  f i l l ed  his  h e a d  k e p t  h im  thi  
Rhy thm a n d  m o o d  
K e e p  ta l k ing  I w a l k  
K e e p  ta l k ing  I w a l k  
K e e p  ta l k ing  a n d a n d o  n o  c h a b o  a q u i

T h e  p a r k  r o s e  u p  t o  his  f e e t  a n d  f l o a t e d  like a n  i s l a n d  
Ci ty a n d  c h a o s  b r e a k i n g  o n  its c a l m  e d g e .
T h e  s t a t u e s  s t o o d  in s h a d e s  w a i t i n g  fo r  a s i gn .
H e  w a s  a l o n e .

I s w e a r  t o  G o d  I’d  d o  it r i gh t  t h i s  t ime!!
G o d  t u r n e d  his  h e a d  like a s t a t u e  a w a r e /
O n  a n d  off .
Off .

T h e  b a g e l  in his  p o c k e t  f r o m  t h e  s i d e w a l k  c r u n c h e d  
b e t w e e n  t h e  s p a c e s  b e t w e e n  his  t e e t h  a n d  g u m s .

T  K r  Jl 
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H e  s n i f f e d  h a r d  t o  w a s h  it d o w n .

O N C E  W H E N  CALM STRAYED T O O  FAR AWAY, IT W A S  C A U G H T  UP A N D  TAKEN T O  A N O T H E R  PLACE T O  
EVAPORATE.  S O M E t i m e s  t h a t ’s all h e  c a r r i e d  w i t h  h i m a n d h e  h u s s i t t i s h t  d e s t r o y i n s  its p u r p o s e .  T h e  s t r i n g s  
a c r o s s  his  f o r e h e a d  g e t  t i gh t e r ,  a n d  h e  s h o o k  t h e m  o f f  a s  h i s  n e c k  hu rt .

W h e n  I d i e  t o d a y  i t ’ll b e  d i f f e r e n t ,  G o d d a m m i t !

T h e  p i g e o n  h o b b l e d  o n  a d e f o r m e d  c l a w ,  m e l t e d  like p l a s t i c  in a f l a m e .  Hun gry .
H e  b l e w  a p u f f  o f  s t a g n a n t  b r e a t h  a n d  t h e  b i r d  c h a n g e d  his  d i r e c t i o n  a n y w a y .
G e t  o f f  m y  sh i t  g e t  o f f  m y  sh i t  h e  m u m b l e d  t h e n  y e l l e d .
H e  s t r e t c h e d  his  a r m s  a c r o s s  t h e  s p l i n t e r e d  w o o d e n  b e n c h  a n d  s t r e t c h e d  h is  l o n g  l e g s  i n t o  t h e  c o b b l e 
s t o n e  p a t h .
S m i l i n g  fo r  t h e  b r e e z e  a c r o s s  his  c h e s t ,  a d m i r i n g  h is  w i g g l i n g ,  f i l thy  t o e s .

T h e  p i g e o n  d i d n ’t k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  b a t t l e  r i p p i n g  u p o n  his  f a c e .
A  d r e a d f u l  d r e a d  o f  a r m s  a n d  e x p l o s i o n s  
m a r c h i n g  s o l d i e r s
c o n f l i c t i n g  r e g r e t s  o f  d e f e a t .  Ret r ea t .

I’d  d o  it d i f f e r e n t  y o u  b a s t a r d  h e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  p i g e o n  
H e  t h r e w  t h e  b a g e l  a t  t h e  p i g e o n  
a n u r t u r i n g ,  h o s t i l e  g e s t u r e .
T h e  p i g e o n  j u m p e d  w i t h  o p e n  w i n g s  l a n d e d  a n d  l i m p e d  t o w a r d  it
A  c r o w d  o f  c r i p p l e d  p i g e o n s  m o b b e d  t h e  c r u m b
P u l l e d  o v e r  t o  it
B irds  f i g h t  in f l igh t
m i g h t  is r i gh t
G i v e  m e  t h a t  c r u m b ,  y o u  f u c k i n g  b i r d

W h a t  w o u l d  it b e  t o  t o u c h  y o u r  o w n  skull  
w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  c o l d e r ,  t h e  f i n g e r  o r  t h e  b o n e ?
T h e  skin is t o o  t h i n ,  b u t  its t i g h t  a n d  s t u r d y  
M y  h e a d  is c o l d  m y  sh i r t  is d i r t y  
H e  s c r a t c h e s  in t h e  a i r  w i t h  h is  f i n g e r  
h e  t o u c h e s  h is  f o r e h e a d  
in his  p o c k e t  h e  s c r a t c h e s  his  b a l l s .

A N  ARMY O F  N O IS E  INVADED BRIEFLY,
WITH DRA WIN G IN THE VICTORY O F  DISTRACTION.

H e  n o d d e d  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  s i d e w a l k  v i s i o n  b o u n c i n g  b a c k ,  i n w a r d .

"You s m e l l  t h a t ? "
" S m e l l s  like sh i t ,  m a n ”
"Loo ks  like sh i t ,  m a n ”
T h e  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  h e r e .
T h e  q u i e t  d i g n i t y  o f  i n s a n i t y  t w i s t s  in a h o l o g r a p h i c  w i n d .
T h o u g h t s  f l a t t e n ,  s p r i n g .  Exit  w o u n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  skull  a n d  o u t  i n t o  t h e  l ight  
T h e y  d i s t u r b  t h e  p i g e o n s  w h o  a b a n d o n  t h e  c r u m b .
"You s m e l l  t h a t  sh i t ? "
" W h e r e ’s y o u r  s h o e s ,  m a n  You  n e e d  s h o e s ,  w a n t  M i n e ? "
H e  l e a n e d  b a c k  a n d  c r o s s e d  his  l e g s  You  b o y s  m i s s i n g  s c h o o l ?  
h e  s a i d  in a t o t a l l y  f a t h e r l y  f o r m

THE PIPE G O T  HIM G O O D  O N  THE SIDE O F  THE HEA D
HE LOO KED  D O W N  AT HIS FEET A N D  S A W  THE PARK , SINK D O W N  THE DRAIN,  SPIN LIKE LITTER IN THE 
RAIN

'J ' i r  i  c\ i I
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He was in the sky, and the wind pulled back his hair. His coat hung from his neck, like a flag, like a 
cape. His lungs filled with ecstasy. His thoughts rested, cooled, and he was pulled through the sky and 
the buildings in among the clouds. He circled the trees with the pigeons, looked out over the picket-fence 
buildings, saw the sun in its true, dispersed form of a million diamonds on the breathing water, saw the 
clouds as close, short breaths of a cold, smoking God, saw the sky as the pale bottom of a dark, thick uni
verse.

He crashed into the grass, the blades crossed his eyes sideways, a green jungle of gravity and dirt.

they pulled off his coat and threw it over his head and got way the hell away from there.

His moans meant something to the pigeons, who gathered to answer in like tongue.
The calm returned and crystalized in the widening evening.

What was warm, got cold.
Light, dark.
Off, on.
Breathing, not.

They honored the spot with blue police barricades and yellow tape 
Something shifted somewhere.
Some cold air sprung out of a wire trash can
Some wasted breath lurked almost lingered in the dark city trees,
then rolled over and spilled away.

A
L
L
E
N

r cl C\ I



W h y

W r i t e ?
A n d r e w  W i n t e r s

“W h y  d o  y o u  w r it e ? ” I  h a v e  o fte n  a s k e d  m y s e lf  th is  q u e s t io n  s in c e  I ’v e  re a d  y o u r  le tte r. M y th o u g h t s  b l in k  b e tw e e n  th e
w o r d s  a n d  m y  re s p o n s e  p a u s e s . “W h y  w r it e ? ” y o u  a sk . T h e  re a so n  h a s  s o m e th in g  to  d o  w it h  t r a v e ll in g ; I ’m  c a r r y in g  w ith
m e  im p r e s s io n s  h k e  p o s t c a r d s .T h e  p la c e s  a n d  p e o p le  I ’v e  to u c h e d  h a v e  b e e n  c a s t  in to  s e t t in g s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s .T o d a y ’s p lo t  
l in e s  a re  a tte m p ts  to  m a p  th e  ro a d s  I ’v e  w a lk e d  w h e n  th e  lit t le  o f  m y s e lf  w a s  s c ra w le d  o n  th e  b a c k s  o f  p o s tc a rd s .

R e m e m b e r  h o w  I  u se d  to  b it c h  a b o u t 
\  w r it in g  th o s e  p o s tc a r d s  h o m e ?  I ’d

‘sta y  in  t o u c h ’ o n  th e  tu b e  o r  in  th e  
p u b s , w it h  m y  g re a s y  f in g e r t ip s  s ta in 
in g  th e  fa c e s  o f  la n d m a rk s  I  p a ss e d  
d u r in g  m y  ru n  a ro u n d  L o n d o n . H o w  
I  lo v e d  c h a s in g  th e  d o v ib le  d e c k e r  
b u s e s  a n d  h o p p in g  o n  in  th e  b a c k , 
c l im b in g  th e  s ta irs  w h ile  a w h e e z 
in g , b lu e  u n ifo rm e d  m a n  c o lle c t e d  a ll 
o f  s ix t y  p e n c e . B u t  it  w a s  b e fo re  
L o n d o n  w h e n  I  b e g a n  g e t t in g  
in v o lv e d  w it h  w r it in g .

It  w a s  th e  s u m m e r  o f  ‘92  w h e n  I 
d e c id e d  n o t  to  g o  b a c k  to  c o lle g e  in  
th e  fa ll fo r  A r c h it e c t u r e .  I  h a n d e d  in  
m y  le t t e r  o f  r e s ig n a t io n  at w o r k ;  
e n d e d  a r e la t io n s h ip  w it h  a g i r l 
f r ie n d  in  th e  m a il ’s p ic n ic  a re a , a n d  
b o u g h t  a ro u n d  t r ip  t ic k e t  to  M ia m i.
I  h a d  b e e n  w o r s h ip p in g  th e  p a s s in g  
o f  t im e  fo r  to o  lo n g , w a it in g  fo r  so m e  
G r e e k  g o d  to  g ra n t  m e  g o o d  fo rtu n e . 
W h a t  I  d e c id e d  w a s  to  g o  o n  v a c a 
t io n  b y  m y se lf . I  p a c k e d  p le n t y  o f  
s u n  s c re e n , a p a ir  o f  s a n d a ls , a n d  a 

'  ^  c o p y  o f  M o b y  D i c k .

I  w a s  in  M ia m i B e a c h  fo r  tw o  n ig h t s  w h e n  I  m e t V ic k y .  S h e  w a s  re a d in g  T o ls t o y ’s W a r  a n d  P e a c e  in  th e  C la y  M o t e l’s T V  
ro o m . I  t h o u g h t  th e re  w a s  n o t h in g  m o re  p o e t ic  th e n  h e r  se a te d  th e re  w it h  h e r  s u n  ta n n e d  fe e t r e s t in g  o n  th e  t i le  f lo o r  
w h ile  h e r  t h o u g h t s  re m a in e d  b u r ie d  in  R u s s ia n  w a r. I  s a id  s o m e th in g  lik e , “G o o d  re a d ? ” W e s ta rte d  t a lk in g  a n d  d id n ’t s to p  
u n t i l  w e  s a id  g o o d -b y e . S h e  w a s  a B r it is h  g ir l  w h o  s tu d ie d  F r e n c h  L it e r a tu re  in  a s m a ll c o lle g e  in  s o u th  L o n d o n . H e r  s u m 
m e r  b re a k  w a s  b e in g  s p e n t  t o u r in g  A m e r ic a ’s e ast c o a s t . Im a g in e  a w o m a n  t r a v e ll in g  a lo n e  in  A m e r ic a !  W e d is c u s s e d  b o o k s  
in  th e  s u r f  a n d  d r a n k  tea f ro m  a c o u p le  o f  t in  c u p s  w e  b o u g h t  at a n  ‘E v e r y t h in g  in  th e  S to r e ’s 9 9  c e n t s ’ s h o p . I  re n te d  a 
M ira g e , a n d  w e  d ro v e  d o w n  to  K e y  W e st. T h e r e ,  w e  p e d a le d  a ro u n d  o n  b ic y c le s  w it h  b a s k e ts  o n  th e  fro n t. S h e  in s p ir it e d  
th e  s p a c e  a ro u n d  h er. “C a n  y o u  im a g in e  H e m in g w a y  p u n c h in g  a w a y  o n  h is  t y p e w r it e r  d o w n  h e re ? ” sh e  sa id .

“ L e t ’s o p e n  u p  a b e d  a n d  b re a k fa s t ,” I  re p lie d , p o in t in g  to  a w h it e  h o u s e  w it h  a s e c o n d  f lo o r  b a lc o n y .W e  h a d  a g re a t t im e  
w it h o u t  h a v in g  s e x .  It  w a s  l ik e  a s p ir it u a l  re v iv a l.  U n fo rtu n a te ly , I  h a d  a p la n e  to  c a t c h  b a c k  h o m e . I  w a ite d  to  th e  la st 
m in u te  to  sa y  g o o d -b y e  b e fo re  I h u r r ie d  o f f  to  th e  a ir p o r t .  In  m y  r u s h , I  le ft  h e r  a d d re s s  o n  th e  b a c k  se a t o f  m y  re n te d  
M ir a g e .T h e  le tte rs  I  p r o m is e d  to  s e n d  h e r  w o u ld  n e v e r  a r r iv e .T h is  t h o u g h t  w o u ld  h a u n t  m e  fo r  w e e k s  u n t i l  I  f in a lly  b o a rd 
e d  a p la n e  fo r  L o n d o n .

I h a d n ’t d o n e  m u c h  w r it in g  in  m y  life  u n t i l  th e n . I  p e r io d ic a l ly  s ta rte d  a n d  s to p p e d  w r it in g  in  a jo u r n a l,  th e re  w a s  an 
o c c a s io n a l p o e m , b u t  m o s t ly  I  w r o te  w h e n  I  h a d  to: a s h o p p in g  H st o r  a c o lle g e  p a p e r. V ic k y , h o w e v e r , c h a n g e d  th e  w a y  I  
lo o k e d  at th e  w o r ld .T o  h e r  it  w a s  p u re  e x p e r ie n c e ,  s p la s h in g  a ro u n d  sa lt  w a te r  a n d  d ig g in g  h e r  to e s  in  th e  sa n d . B u t  s o m e 
t im e s  s h e  w o u ld  s to p , h o ld  a p e n  a n d  s i le n t ly  w r it e  p a g e s  o f  w h a t  I  im a g in e d  to  b e  e ith e r  p u re  m y s t e r y  o r  a n s w e rs  to  w h a t  
life  m e a n t. I  re m e m b e r  a fte r  w e  w e n t  s n o r k e lin g  a ro u n d  s o m e  o ld  p i l in g s ,  s h e  ju s t  h a d  to  re tu r n  to  th e  m o te l ro o m  a n d  g e t 
it  d o w n  o n  p a p e r. I  c a n  o n ly  g u e s s  w h a t  s h e  d is c o v e r e d  th e re  u n d e r w a t e r  o r  o n  th a t s h e e t  o f  p a p e r. S h e  p ro b a b ly  s o u n d s  
l ik e  a g y p s y  to  y o u , b u t s t i l l  to  th is  day, s h e  is  a d e lic a te  p a r t  o f  w h y  I  s ta rte d  w r it in g .  S h e  is  m y  ‘w h a t  c o v ild  h a v e  b e e n ,’ 
a n d  th e  fa c e  o f  a d a y d re a m  w h e r e  I  l ik e  to  im a g in e  th a t w e ’ll  m e e t a g a in  at a b o o k  s ig n in g  to u r  (h e r s  o r  m in e ) .  I  c o u ld  b e  
h e r  g y p s y  w h o  h a s  c o m e  h o m e , a w r ite r .

W h e n  I a r r iv e d  in  L o n d o n , I  w a n d e r e d  a ro u n d  th e  s tre e ts  fo r  w e e k s .  I  d o n ’t b e lie v e  I  w a s  lo o k in g  fo r  V ic k y  so  m u c h  as 
I  w a s  lo n g in g  to  re d e f in e  m y s e lf  o u ts id e  o f  w h e r e  I  w a s  b r o u g h t  u p . (S ta te n  Is la n d , N e w  Y o r k ,  A m e r ic a , a m id d le  c la ss , 
w h it e ,  C h r is t ia n  fa m ily .)  I  w o r e  th e  s o le s  o f  m y  s h o e s  th in  a n d  fe lt  lo n e lin e s s  so  a c u te ly  th a t s ile n c e  s o u n d e d  l ik e  a d e m e n t
e d  s c re a m , b u t  I  w a s  g a in in g  a s e n s e  o f  fre e d o m , I  to ld  m y s e lf .  B y  th e  t im e  I  fo v in d  th e  jo b  at P re t-A -M a n g e r re s ta u ra n t , th e  
in s e c u r it y  I  fe lt  a b o u t  b e in g  a lo n e  h a d  n e a r ly  v a n is h e d  a n d  so  h a d  m y  m o n e y .

It  w a s  th e n  th a t I  w r o te  m y  f ir s t  p o s t c a r d s  h o m e . I  to ld  m y  fa m ily  a n d  f r ie n d s  th a t I  w a s  w o r k in g  at a F r e n c h  re s ta u ra n t, 
r e c e iv e d  m y  f ir s t  p a y c h e c k ,  a n d  m e t a F r e n c h  g ir l  at th e  c o m p a n y ’s a n n iv e r s a r y  p a rty . I  d id n ’t te ll  th e m  I w e n t  b a c k  to  y o u r  
a p a rtm e n t  th a t n ig h t ,  o r  th a t w e  h a d  b re a k fa s t  in  b e d  th a t n e x t  m o r n in g .  I  w a s  s t i l l  to o  s e lf -c o n s c io u s  a b o u t  w r it in g  to  a llo w  
m y s e lf  to  e x p r e s s  w h a t  I  w a s  f u l ly  e x p e r ie n c in g  a n d  h o w  it  a f fe c te d  m e .

T h e  f ir s t  t h in g  I  n o t ic e d  a b o u t  y o u r  a p a rtm e n t  w a s  th e  s ta c k s  o f  b o o k s  y o u  h a d  a ll o v e r  th e  f lo o r s ,  th e  k it c h e n  ta b le , a n d



n e x t  to  th e  t o i le t .“W h a t  is  a F r e n c i i  g ir l  d o in g  w it h  a ll th e se  
E n g lis h  b o o k s ? ” I  th o u g h t  to  m y se lf . I  c a n  o n ly  g u e s s  th a t 
th o s e  b o o k s  w e re  l ik e  t r o p h ie s  to  y o u ; te s ta m e n t to  h o w  
h a rd  y o u  w o r k e d  to  le a rn  E n g lis h .  I  h a d  fo r  so  lo n g  n e g le c t 
e d  m y  n a t iv e  la n g u a g e , m e r e ly  t o s s in g  o u t w o r d s  th a t 
a p p r o x im a te d  m y  th o u g h t s  a n d  fe e lin g s .  T h e  F r e n c h  y o u  
ta u g h t  w a s  s lo w ly  b e g in n in g  to  ta k e  ro o t w h e n  I  re a liz e d  
th a t th r o u g h  la n g u a g e  I  c o u ld  b e g in  s o r t in g  o u t so m e  o f  th e  
m y s te r ie s  a b o u t  m y  life . T h e  w o r d s  c o u ld  h e lp  e x p la in ,  l ik e  
y o u  w e re  a tte m p t in g  to  d o  w h e n  y o u r  fa th e r  c a m e  to  p ic k  
u s  u p , a ll y o u r  b o o k s  p a c k e d  in  b o x e s , y o u r  fa th e r  c u r s in g  
in  F r e n c h  as h is  c a r  s a n k  lo w e r  a n d  lo w e r  u n d e r  th e  w e ig h t  
o f  p a p e r. I  th o u g h t  I ’d  h a v e  to  ta k e  th e  b u s  to  P a r is  a fte r  a ll, 
b u t  I  m a n a g e d  to  s q u e e z e  m y s e lf  in to  th e  b a c k  seat. I  w a s  
o n  th e  ro a d  a g a in , m o n th s  a fte r  th a t f ir s t  s te p  in to  y o u r  
a p a rtm e n t .

B y  th is  t im e , I  h a d  b e e n  w r it in g  r e lig io u s ly .  I  w a s  a tte m p t
in g  to  t ra n s m u te  m y  d a ily  e x p e r ie n c e s  in to  re a d a b le  p a g e s , 
o r  I  w o u ld  p a c e  th e  ro o m  t r y in g  to  c a p tu re  rh y th m  in  p o e t 
ic  v e rs e . I  d o n ’t k n o w  i f  it  w a s  th e  s o litu d e  o f  b e in g  fa r  fro m  
h o m e  th a t p in c h e d  m e  a n d  fo c u s e d  m y  a tte n t io n  to  s a y in g  
s o m e th in g  w it h  in k ,  b u t  I  n o  lo n g e r  c a r e d  to  l iv e  m y  life  l ik e  
a p a in te d  h o rs e  o n  a c a r o u s e l.  I  c o u ld  w r it e  a n y th in g .  I  
im a g in e d  t im e  s lo w e d  d o w n  a n d  b o u n d a r ie s  v a n is h e d . I  
b e g a n  w r it in g  f ro m  a n e w  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  a n d  th e  w o r d s  
s p re a d  m e  o u t  in  n e w  d ir e c t io n s .

D o  y o u  re m e m b e r  h o w  c h i ld - l ik e  e x c it e d  I  w a s  w h e n  w e  
v a c a t io n e d  in  th e  L a k e  D is t r ic t ,  th e  la n d  o f  W i l l ia m  
W o rd sw o rth ?  Im a g in e , o u r  d a ily  t r e k s  w e re  m a d e  o v e r  th e  
sa m e  h i l ls  W o rd s w o rth  w r o te  a b o u t! I ’m  a fra id  I  d id n ’t f in d  
th e  c o u n t r y s id e  t e r r ib ly  in s p ir in g .  I  d id  w r it e  s o m e  in t e r 
e s t in g  p o s tc a r d s  fro m  th e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  h o w e v e r , a n d  a p o e m  
in  th e  b e d  an d  b r e a k fa s t ’s g u e s t  b o o k  a b o u t  h o w  w e  w e re  
s o r r y  th a t a b it  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s  w e re  a lw a y s  le ft  in  th e  
lo b b y . I  s h o u ld  h a v e  a ls o  w r it t e n  a n o te  o f  th a n k s  fo r  a l lo w 

in g  u s  to  l in e  o u r  s o c k s  u p  a lo n g  th e  ra d ia to r. T h a t  la n d la d y  
w a s  a w fu lly  k in d  to  h o ld  h e r  to n g u e  c o n s id e r in g  th o se  
w o o le n s  ca m e  fro m  A m e r ic a n  a n d  F r e n c h  fe e t. M a y b e  sh e  
u n d e r s to o d  th a t w e  w e re  a c o u p le  o f  d a y d re a m e rs , fa r  f ro m  
h o m e , t r y in g  to  r e s u r r e c t  p o e t r y  fro m  w h e re  it  w a s  b o rn .

I t ’s b e e n  tw o  y e a rs  s in c e  I  le ft  th o s e  m o u n ta in s  to  re tu rn  
h o m e . I  h a v e  l it t le  d o u b t  th a t th e se  w e e k ly  le t te rs , se n t 
a c r o s s  th e  A t la n t ic ,  h a v e  h e lp e d  c le a r  a w a y  s o m e  o f  th e  m is t  
th a t s t il l  c lo u d s  m y  m in d . O u r  r e la t io n s h ip  is  n o  m o re  th a n  
w o r d s .  B u t  h o w  d e e p  an  a p p r e c ia t io n  fo r  e a c h  o th e r  h a v e  
w e  to u c h e d ?  T h e s e  le t te rs  h a v e  h e lp e d  m e  e x p r e s s  m y s e lf  
a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t I  p r e v io u s ly  d id n ’t 
k n o w  e x is te d . It  h a s  b e e n  l ik e  t r a v e lin g  a lo n e  w it h  so m e  
s o rt  o f  s e x le s s  r e l ig io n  to  w h ic h  I ’ve  fo u n d  I  h a v e  a v o ic e .

I  d o n ’t w a n t  to  b e  l ik e  m y  g ra n d fa th e r, c u r le d  u p  in  h is  
s u n  ro o m  v ic a r io u s ly  t r a v e lin g  th e  w o r ld  w it h  h is  N a t io n a l 
G e o g r a p h ic  o n  h is  la p . A s  a c h i ld ,  I  o fte n  w o n d e r e d  w h a t  h e  
k n e w  b u t  I  w a s  to o  a fra id  to  a sk . I  la id  a w a k e  at n ig h t  b e l ie v 
in g  h is  s ile n c e  w o u ld  c o m e  o u t  o f  th e  c lo s e t  a n d  s w a llo w  
m e . I  n e e d  to  w r it e  fo r  m y se lf , b u t I a ls o  w a n t  s o m e o n e  to  
h ear. I  w is h  m y  g ra n d fa th e r  c o u ld  re a d  th is .

I h a v e  r e s e r v a t io n s  a b o u t  w r it in g  s o m e t im e s . A s  an  
A m e r ic a n ,  I  c a n ’t e s c a p e  th e  n e e d  to  m a k e  a l iv in g .  I  h a v e n ’t 
e a rn e d  a s in g le  p e n n y  fro m  m y  h o u r s  w r it in g  a n d  th e  
re s u lts  s h o w : I ’m  w e a r in g  la s t y e a r ’s fa s h io n  w it h  a b e lt  I 
ju s t  p u n c h e d  a c o u p le  e x tra  h o le s  in . I d o n ’t le t it g e t  m e 
d o w n , th o u g h . A n d  w h e n  it  d o e s , I  am  g ra te fu l to  th e  p r o 
fe s s o rs  w h o  h a v e  n u d g e d  m e  a lo n g  w h e n  I  th o u g h t  th a t 
m a y b e  I c o u ld  b e  h a p p y  s e l l in g  life  in s u ra n c e . T h e  a n s w e r  
to  w h y  I  w r it e  s im p ly  a p p e a rs  to  b e  th a t I am  in c a p a b le  o f  
n o t  w r it in g .T h e  q u e s t io n  I  f in d  m y s e lf  a s k in g  n o w  is , “H o w  
d o  I  w r it e  m o re  e f fe c t iv e ly ? ” b e c a u s e  I w a n t  to  b e  u n d e r 
s to o d  a n d  w h a t  I h a v e  to  sa y  w i l l  n o  lo n g e r  f it  o n  th e  b a c k  
o f  a p o s tc a rd .

L o v e  A n d r e w

onogram

these hands pummel 
in small fistic 
movements 

infantlike 
an atom asainst 

infinity

V i c t o r i a  S e r e t i s
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A l o n a  P o p o v

O F  A R T  A F T E R  

4 0  Y E A R S

D i a n e  M i l l e r

Within this lifestyle, 
the separation of losic 
and emotion,

and the conflict of whether to expend 
any enersy at all.

Thrown loosely into the conversation, 
the positive and nesative 
and of course, beyond that 
Fatisue.
Thrown loosely into the conversation, 
the diffusion,
subtle, in an endless effort to somehow
neutralize
enough to not fear
Fatigue.
The reasoning, interpretation, 

the crush of all energy
so the conflict becomes the focus, 
the focus - the conflict.

Clearly, in the moments of self recognition 
Order is.
The Life Style is 
not wasted.

'] ' k i r  i. (\
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Upon tombstones seese did alisht, an 
Eery slow  lit up the nisht.

They came to fetch good souls departed,
To bring them forth to God awaiting.

The geese arose their wings still tucked,
I watched them rise and cursed my luck.

For in them flew the souls so odd 
To have lived inspired by God.

Am I the only witness to the Rapture 
That was overdue?

All think I’m mad because because I stammer,
"They’ve gone to join our God awaiting."

We are damned left here on Earth,
The other half have found their berth.

We’ll never know just who has left.
Those having escaped the final death.

Within our memories will be void of 
loved ones gone to serve the Lord,

Plucked from the bed and from the field.
The righteous snatched to God awaiting.

All left are doomed but still don't know 
Of fulfilled prophecies spoken long ago.

The Kingdom’s come and yet we stay to live in 
Death eternal days.

If we had lived by divine decree
And made ourselves with the light agree.

We could enjoy exquisite grace
With those who’ve gone to God awaiting.

W i l l i a m  T e a g u e
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G a l l e r y
S c o t t  C a c c i a m a n i

The Old Woman drew the curtain closed
Fierce day, end of all day, done
Olden Day House, hidins in oldest Fathers nisht
In his sack of seeds, In his sufferins self
In his hopeless want of man
Olden Day hlouse sinsing of its winter fire warmth
I doubt She drew cold before it fell
I doubt She knew
No one was there to watch

She hides so he might seek. In past he peaks-in pots of pain.
Cracks the penthouse door. She in her green new year's eve dress, 
hler green angle light. She is gnef yes, but hard to resist.
Jacket bent over her bed. It is winter.
He the watcher, inside.
The dying man behind the door you do not see.
He waits the coming of guests in glaze and party armor.
He waits the new year. For lights beyond.
He waits the edge of protest.
Party strong, a well, a chatter.-He is unheard.
Conversation clones and clothing.
She loud-drunk. He-Unheard-does not speak.
Gone from them.
The Birds are watching Him. Trees die here but are potted, painted white.
A fever here. Heat escapes the face, feeling it scorched, a little finished.
Volcanic river. Earth blood rushing broken hearted.
Tears still steam stealing breath, flacks of skin fly, ash covers this plantation house. 
Creatures dance in little lit corners.
He bids himself low a hovering goodnight.
The Mothers moan hovers low, a mist
The dead Sons hum escapes the small earth
The Priest calling bundled all in his black
The welcome rescinded
He who broke the bag of dust
Cut the core from rock
Is coming cruel in his way
Begging cruel favors
Bleeding Mother no more for the giant faith

Bleeding full the moon in his passing
The raving man bit dull the goodnight greeting
As the Child of wonder ran between his legs.
Down the yellow lit street, past
The bench sitters boring their winter tongues.
And into the God great I love you arms of father.
Do not ask of me. Do not ask of me, I must not 
He spites to the fat woman sweeping her dreams 
Through the cleaves of the malicestone street

J   ̂ I r  i  1?,
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His nimblins haste of way shoves past the rushfng b 
The practicing haste and house afire flesh “f t  
The ready quick of lightning hearts 
Canals beating themselves the quest homeward 
Doors of oak and nin§jQ,Qt_Jength ,breaksjhis^inner d̂ amp fr 
The always all of out 
Eyes open, alert he 
Closing the door in 
Keeping him safe fro 
He is alone, trapped

The Girl home, the Ciirl alone 
The cold here, the j I I ,  the calling out.
The search, the search, the missing self 
The passion lost, the Farm,
The Farm alone, the -pade in spac e, the want- 
The dig, the death, the frozen earth, the need 
The Farm, the Girl alone,
The Poem,
The Poem too is d>ing 

Gentle it Fellow
The poems forging Jone close lo flesh 
Daylight closes thin 
Shadows gather into night 
Furnace light the only guide.
This night brings the body sobbing dream of Sev 
The Family of Father gone Mother too a tortured 
Cuddle close the memoiy 
Their broken bone 
Long in the falling 
The Brothers backs broke ov 
The fresh loaves of-bread.'
The holiday wine, p  
Seven Brothers benfbver 
Tall in the nightmar 
Dark opened, denri^nd 
Broke the small tovte ,
Asked like candy 
For close of eyes

) u L E s A llen



T h e

G o i n g

S ean  D wy e r

K ’tu r u  w a lk e d  d e ft ly  a c r o s s  th e  ic e . S n o w  fe ll l ig h t ly  a ro u n d  h im  b u t h e  p a id  n o  a tte n 
t io n , h e  w a s  a n g ry . H e  s h o u ld  b e  in  th e  s o u th  p u l l in g  s a lm o n  fro m  th e  r iv e r , in s te a d  h e  
w a s  r u n n in g  a f o o l ’s e rra n d . H e  p u lle d  a p ie c e  o f  m e a t fro m  a s a c k  a n d  th re w  it  to  th e  

g ro u n d . A p u t , h is  o n ly  c o m p a n io n ,  ra c e d  u p  to  s n a t c h  it.
K ’tu r u  tu r n e d  to  w a t c h  th e  d o g  eat; th e re  w a s  n o t h in g  to  h u n t  h e re  so  h e  h a d  to b e  p r o v id 

e d  for. A p u t  c h e w e d  q u ic k ly  ju s t  to  k e e p  th e  m e a t in  h is  m o u th .
“S tu p id  d o g , d o  y o u  w a n t  to  c h o k e ? ” K ’tu ru  c u r s e d  h im  in  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  th e  In n u k .
T h e  m a n  sat a n d  ate  h is  o w n  m e a l o f  d r ie d  m e a t .T h e r e  w a s  a r ip  o n  h is  o u te r  p a rk a  h e  w o u ld  

h a v e  to  m e n d  h im s e lf ,  th e re  w a s  n o  w o m a n  w it h  h im .T h is  s p a r k e d  h is  a n g e r  a n d  h e  c u r s e d  h is  
E ld e r s  m o re  p a s s io n a te ly  th a n  h e  h a d  th e  d o g . O ld  m e n  w h o s e  c la im  to  w is d o m  w a s  th a t th e y  
h a d  liv e d  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  b u rd e n  th e  y o u n g . T h e y  h a d  b e e n  u n a b le  to  sa v e  h is  b ro th e r, a n d  
t h e y ’d to ld  h im  A p u t  w o u ld n ’t l iv e  s ix  w e e k s ; w h y  w a s  h e  l i s t e n in g  to  th e m  n o w ?

A p u t  w a s  b o r n  s ic k ly ,  s m a ll a n d  c o m p le t e ly  d e v o id  o f  c o lo r . S u c h  c r e a tu r e s  w e re  u s u a lly  
k i l le d ,  b u t  K ’tu ru  (t h e n  o n ly  a b o y )  h a d  ta k e n  a l ik in g  to  th e  t h in g .  In  th o s e  d a y s  A p u t  n e e d e d  
to  b e  fe d  l ik e  a b a b y , a n d  h e  w a s  s lo w  to  se e  a n d  w a lk ,  b u t  n o w  h e  w a s  th e  b ig g e s t  d o g  in  th e  
v il la g e , s t r o n g  a n d  h e a lth y . H is  f u r  w a s  s t i l l  as w h it e  as th e  p a c k e d  s n o w  h e  w a s  n a m e d  for, b u t  
h is  e y e s  h a d  ta k e n  o n  s o m e  b lu e  p ig m e n t .  A p u t  w a s  l iv in g  p r o o f  o f  th e  E ld e r ’s f o o lis h n e s s .

K ’tu ru  a n d  th e  o t h e r  m e n  o f  th e  v i l la g e  w e re  fo u r, s o o n  to  b e  f iv e  d a y s  jo u r n e y  f ro m  th e  r iv e r. 
T h e  E ld e r s  s e n t  th e m  aw ay, w h i le  th e  s a lm o n  w e re  r u n n in g ,  b e c a u s e  o f  a fa ir y  t a le .T h e  h u n t e r s  
w e re  t r a v e lin g  to  th e  W e s te rn  M o u n ta in s , to  d e fe n d  th e  In u it  f ro m  a le g e n d , w h e n  th e y  s h o u ld  
b e  c a t c h in g  s a lm o n  a n d  d e fe n d in g  th e  v il la g e  fro m  f o o lis h  e ld e rs . K ’tu ru  c u r s e d  th e  E ld e r s  o u t 
lo u d , p ic k e d  u p  h is  s p e a r  a n d  h is  s a c k , a n d  re s u m e d  h is  m a rc h .

W h e n  n ig h t  fe l l  th e  h u n t e r  p r e p a r e d  h is  b e d . H e  c h e c k e d  th e  ic e  c a r e f u lly  b e fo re  b u i ld in g  a 
f ire . N o t  k n o w in g  w h e t h e r  h e  w a s  o v e r  la n d  o r  w a te r, K ’tu r u  s le p t  a w a y  f ro m  th e  f ire . A p u t  
c o u ld n ’t b e  p e r s u a d e d  to  d o  l ik e w is e .

K ’tu r u  s le p t  lo n g e r  th a n  h e  in te n d e d , th e re  w a s  n o  s u n  to  w a k e  h im , a n d  h is  la z y  d o g  w a s  s t i l l  
s le e p in g .  W h e n  h is  se a l s k in  b la n k e ts  w e re  p a c k e d  a w ay, K ’tu ru  m a d e  b re a k fa s t . H e  b o th e re d  to  
m a k e  a n e w  f ir e  a n d  c o o k  th e  m e a t, b u t  e v e n  th is  d id n ’t a ro u s e  A p u t .  B e fo re  b re a k fa s t  w a s  d o n e , 
K ’tu r u  lo s t  h is  p a t ie n c e . H e  w a lk e d  o v e r  to  k i c k  th e  d o g .

A s  h e  a p p r o a c h e d  th e  ic e  c r e a k e d  lo v id ly . H e  c a l le d  A p u t ’s n a m e  a n d  fo rc e d  h is  w e ig h t  b a c k . 
T h e  d o g  s h r ie k e d  as h e  fe l l in to  th e  f r o z e n  w a te r. K ’tu ru  w a s  f la t  o n  h is  b a c k  o n  s o lid  ic e .  O n ly  
h is  le g s , f ro m  th e  k n e e  d o w n  w e re  in  th e  w a te r. S ta r in g  u p  at th e  g ra y  s k y  K ’tu r u  s lo w ly  s lid  
h im s e lf  a lo n g  th e  ic e .  H is  fe e t w e r e  a lm o s t  o u t  o f  th e  w a te r  w h e n  A p u t  la t c h e d  o n to  th e m .

“L e t  g o  o f  m e  A p u t , o r  I ’l l  d r o w n  y o u  m y s e lf .” K ’tu ru  k ic k e d  th e  d o g  lo o s e .
N o w  h is  le g s  w e re  in  th e  w a te r  u p  to  h is  th ig h s .  H e  to o k  a c h a n c e  l i f t in g  h im s e lf  o u t, a n d
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r o l le d  a lo n g  th e  ic e  u n t il  h e  w a s  s u re  it w o u ld  h o ld . B e h in d  
h im  A p i it  s p la s h e d  a n d  p a d d le d  v io le n t ly .

K ’tu ru  g ra b b e d  h is  s to n e  a x  a n d  c h o p p e d  at th e  f r in g e s  o f  
th e  ic e  to  re m o v e  th e  w e a k e n e d  s e c t io n s .  H e  th o u g h t  a b o u t 
s e t t in g  a s p ik e  in to  th e  ic e  a n d  tie  h im s e lf  to  it , b u t A p u t  
s e e m e d  to  b e  t ir in g .  H e  g ra b b e d  h is  sp e a r, h o ld in g  th e  p o in t  
n e a r  to  h im , a n d  e x te n d e d  th e  sh a ft  to  A p u t .  A p u t  c a u g h t  it 
in  h is  m o u th , a n d  le t  h im s e lf  b e  g u id e d  to  th e  s t ro n g  ic e  
K ’tu ru  h a d  c le a r e d . K ’tu ru  t r ie d  to  li f t  th e  h u s k y  o u t o f  th e  
w a te r, h is  s p e a r  b ro k e , b u t A p u t  w a s  a b le  to  g ra s p  th e  ic e . 
H e  c la w e d  at th e  ic e  u n t il  K ’tu ru  g ra b b e d  h im  b e h in d  h is  
n e c k , a n d  p u lle d  h im  o u t.

K ’tu ru  ra c e d  to  b u ild  a f ire  fo r  h im s e lf  a n d  th e  d o g , h is  
c lo t h e s  n e e d e d  to  b e  d r ie d  an d  A p u t  c o u ld  b a re ly  sta n d . 
T h e r e  w a s  w o o d  le ft  o v e r  fro m  th e  b re a k fo st  f ire , K ’tu ru  k in 
d le d  it a n d  d ra g g e d  th e  d o g  c lo s e . A s  h e  s e a rc h e d  fo r  m o re  
w o o d  h is  p a n ts  f ro z e , w a lk in g  b e c a m e  d if f ic u lt  a n d  h is  le g s  
b u rn e d . H e  re tu rn e d  w ith  o n ly  a fe w  fro ste d  t w ig s  a n d  
th r e w  th e m  o n  th e  f ire .

It w a s  m id - a f t e r n o o n  b e fo re  A p u t  se e m e d  re a d y  to  tra v e l. 
K ’t u r u ’s p a n ts  w e re  d ry , a n d  h e  h a d  m e n d e d  h is  c a r ib o u  
p a rk a s . B o th  la y e rs  h a d  to r n , b u t th e re  w a s  n o  s ig n  o f  f ro s t 
b ite . K ’tu ru  lo o k e d  u p , th e  b le a k  s k y  w a s  a lre a d y  g r o w in g  
d a rk e r. T h e  f if th  d a y  o f  h is  jo u r n e y  w a s  m o re  th a n  h a lf  
s p e n t , a n d  h e  w a s  f a ll in g  b e h in d . T h e  E ld e r s  h a d  b e e n  v e r y  
s p e c if ic  a b o u t  th e  t im e , b u t  n o t th e  p la c e ; d a w n  o f  th e  s e v 
e n th  day, at an o p e n  c a v e  in  th e  w e s te r n  r id g e  o f  th e  m o u n 
ta in s . T h e  le g e n d s  o ffe re d  n o  c lu e  as to  w h ic h  m o u n ta in , so  
e v e r y  m a n  in  th e  v il la g e  w a s  g iv e n  an  a re a  to  c h e c k .  K ’t u r u ’s 
w a s  th e  fa rth e s t  n o rth . I f  h e  fo u n d  th e  c a v e  h e  w o u ld  c h a l
le n g e  th e  b a n e  o f  th e  In u it .  I f  h e  w o n , th e  v il la g e  w o u ld  liv e  
h a p p i ly  e v e r  a fte r, i f  h e  lo st  th is  c r e a tu r e  w o u ld  d e v o u r  
e v e r y  In n u k  in  th e  w o r ld .  S e a ls h it .

“(x )m e  o n  A p u t , le t ’s g o .”
K ’tu ru  a n d  h is  d o g  c o n t in u e d  w a lk in g .  T h e y  s to p p e d  at 

th e  e d g e  o f  th e  f o o t h il ls  so  K ’tu ru  c o u ld  fa ste n  h is  s n o w - 
s h o e s .A p u t  s e e m e d  to  b e  d o in g  a ll r ig h t  so  th e y  c o n t in u e d . 
T h a t  n ig h t  K ’tu ru  d u g  o u t  a c a m p s ite , a n d  b u ilt  a m u c h  b ig 
g e r  f ire  n o w  th a t h e  w a s  su re  h e  w a s  o n  la n d . W o o d  w a s  
p le n t if u l,  b u t n o n e  w a s  s u ita b le  fo r  a s p e a r  s h a ft. A p u t  ate 
w e ll a n d  w e n t  to  s le e p , K ’tu ru  w a s  g la d  to  jo in  h im .

In  h is  d re a m s  a r iv e r  ra g e d , w o m e n  a n d  o ld  m e n  w a d e d  
in to  th e  w a te r, t h e ir  s te p s  u n c e r t a in , p o k in g  s h a r p e n e d  
s t ic k s  at th e  r u n n in g  s a lm o n . T h e ir  h a r p o o n s  w e re  p o o r ly  
c r a fte d  a n d  c lu m s i ly  h a n d le d , th e  m e a g e r  y ie ld  w o u ld  n o t 
fe e d  th e  In n u k  w h ile  th e y  w a ite d  fo r  th e  c a r ib o u  m o o n .T h e  
h u n t e r s  w o u ld  re tu rn  to  f in d  t h e ir  d o g s  b u tc h e re d  a n d  t h e ir  
c h i ld r e n  h u n g ry .

E a r ly  th e  n e x t  e v e n in g  K ’tu ru  w a s  s t il l  w a lk in g  th r o u g h  
th e  f o o t h il ls ,  w it h  A p u t  t r e a d in g  s n o w  b e h in d  h im . H e  
w o u ld  n e v e r  re a c h  th e  m o u n ta in s  o n  t im e , b u t h e  fe lt  n o  
u rg e n c y . H e  w a s  lu c k y  e n o u g h  to  f in d  a s p e a r  sh a ft . B e fo re  
h e  w e n t  to  s le e p  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  s m o o th  it d o w n , an d  
a tta c h  h is  c o p p e r  s p e a r  t ip .

A  ja c k r a b b it  c r o s s e d  h is  p a th  so m e  d is ta n c e  a h e a d . K ’tu ru  
b e c a m e  e la te d , fre sh  m eat.

“A p u t , h u n t ” , th e  d o g  s e e m e d  c o n fu s e d .
K ’tu ru  p o in te d  at th e  ja c k r a b b it ,  b u t A p u t  d id n ’t c o m p r e 

h e n d . K ’tu ru  w h a c k e d  h im  w it h  th e  s p e a r  s h a f t ,A p u t  c ir c le d  
a n d  sat in  th e  s n o w .

“ N o w  y o u ’ve  lo st  h im  s tu p id  a ss, th a t w a s  y o u r  d in n e r  I  
h o p e  y o u  e n jo y e d  it.”

A p u t ’s e a rs  s t ra ig h te n e d , a n d  h is  g a z e  b e c a m e  in te n t.

K ’tu ru  tu rn e d  to  f o l lo w  it , a n d  sa w  th e  ja c k r a b b it  a p p r o a c h 
in g  th e m .

“W h a t? ” , H is  e la t io n  re tu rn e d ; in  h is  m in d  th e  f ire  w a s  
a lre a d y  l i t  a n d  th e  ja c k r a b b it  w a s  s lo w ly  ro a s t in g . W h y  is  th e  
ja c k r a b b it  a p p r o a c h in g  us?.

A p u t  m o v e d  s lo w ly  to  e n g a g e  th e  ja c k r a b b it .  K ’tu ru  
n o t ic e d  it h ad  fo a m  o n  its  l ip s ,  an d  b lo o d y  re d  e y e s.

“N o  A p u t , g e t  a w a y !”
T h e  ja c k r a b b it  le a p t  at A p u t , K ’tu ru  sw a tte d  it  w ith  h is  

s p e a r  sh a ft. O n e  o f  its  fo re le g s  w a s  b ro k e n , b u t  th is  h a rd ly  
s lo w e d  it. K ’tu ru  p u lle d  h is  d o g  a w a y  as th e  ‘ra b b it  fo l
lo w e d . A p u t  g r o w le d  a n d  K ’tu ru  c o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  h o ld  h im . 
T h e  s n o w  w h it e  d o g  s h o w e d  h is  te e th  a n d  s n a r le d , as th e  
ja c k r a b b it  c lo s e d . K ’tu ru  re a c h e d  fo r  h is  a x , a n d  b ro u g h t  it 
d o w n  o n  th e  ja c k r a b b it ’s h e a d .T h e  c re a tu re  la y  in  th e  sn o w , 
t w it c h in g  s p o ra d ic a lly , K ’tu ru  h it  it  a g a in . A p u t ’s c u r io s it y  
w a s  s p a r k e d , h e  m o v e d  c lo s e r  to th e  d e a d  a n im a l. K ’tu ru  
k ic k e d  h im  s e v e ra l t im e s  to  k e e p  h im  fro m  c h o m p in g  at th e  
ra b id  ja c k r a b b it .

“S tu p id  d o g , d o  y o u  h a v e  a d e a th  w is h ? ”
K ’tu ru  b u r ie d  th e  a n im a l in  th e  sn o w , a n d  m o v e d  o n .T h a t  

n ig h t  a fte r  h is  m e a l h e  fa s h io n e d  h is  sp e a r. T o m o r r o w  w a s  
th e  s e v e n th  day, a n d  th e  m o u n ta in s  w e re  o n ly  d im  to w e rs  
o n  th e  h o r iz o n .  N ig h t f a ll  o f  th e  s e v e n th  d a y  K ’tu ru  m a d e  
c a m p  in  th e  s h a d o w  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s . It  h a d  g r o w n  c o ld e r  
a n d  th e  w in d  w h ip p e d  th r o u g h  th e  v a lle y , m a k in g  it h a rd  to  
b u ild  a f ire . K ’tu ru  sat w it h  h is  b a c k  to a r o c k , a n d  h is  sea l 
s k in  b la n k e t  p u lle d  t ig h t ly  a ro u n d  h im . H e  h e ld  h is  h e a d  
b e tw e e n  h is  k n e e s , a n d  w ig g le d  h is  to e s  to  k e e p  th e  b lo o d  
in  th e m . It  w a s  to o  c o ld  fo r  h im  to  s le e p  w it h o u t  c a t c h in g  
fro s tb ite . A p u t  s le p t  s o u n d ly , an d  K ’tu ru  e n v ie d  h im .

H e  b ro k e  c a m p  ju s t  b e fo re  d a w n , A p u t  g r u d g in g ly  w e n t  
w it h  h im . A  la c k  o f  s u p p l ie s  fo rc e d  th e m  to  s k ip  b re a k fa s t, 
p e r h a p s  th e y  w o u ld  c a t c h  s o m e th in g  fo r  lu n c h .

K ’tu ru  k n e w  th is  a re a  fa ir ly  w e ll ,  in  th e  s p r in g  h e  ca m e  
h e re  to  h u n t , b u t it w a s  th e  la s t p la c e  h e  s h o u ld  b e  w h ile  
th e  s a lm o n  w e re  r u n n in g .  W ith  h e a v y  s te p s  h e  c ir c le d  th e  
m o u n ta in s  lo o k in g  fo r  o p e n  c a v e s . H e  fo u n d  th re e , b u t n o n e  
s h o w e d  s ig n s  o f  b e in g  th e  c a v e . N o  g ia n t  f o o tp r in ts ,  n o  ra n 
c id  o d o rs  fro m  h e ll,  a n d  n o  d e m o n ic  f le s h - e a t e r s  a n y w h e re . 
K ’tu ru  w a s  n o t s u r p r is e d .

O f  c o u r s e  h e  w a s  m o re  th a n  a d a y  la te , b u t  th is  d id n ’t 
d im in is h  h is  c e r t a in t y  th a t th e re  w a s  n o  d e m o n , o r  th a t th e  
E ld e r s  w e re  o ld  fo o ls .  H e  s le p t  in  o n e  o f  th e  c a v e s , a fte r 
c h e c k in g  fo r  b e a rs , a n d  s p e n t  th e  e a r ly  e v e n in g  h u n t in g .  
A p u t  c a u g h t  tw o  ra b b its , n e ith e r  o f  w h ic h  w a s  ra b id . K ’tu ru  
t h a n k e d  th e  g o d s  a n d  ro a ste d  th e m . T h e  n e x t  m o r n in g  h e  
f in is h e d  h is  ra b b it , a n d  s ta rte d  b a c k  to  th e  v il la g e .  H is  s p ir 
its  w e re  re n e w e d , th e  E ld e r s  h a d  b e e n  p r o v e n  w r o n g , a n d  
n o w  n o  o n e  w o u ld  lis te n  to  th e m .

t ie  k e p t  a n  e y e  o u t fo r  g a m e , a n d  to o k  d o w n  a s a p l in g  to  
m a k e  a f is h in g  p o le . T h e y  m a rc h e d  b r is k ly  to  w a rd  o f f  th e  
c o ld , d o w n  t h r o u g h  th e  v a lle y , a n d  b a c k  in to  th e  fo o th il ls .  
K ’tu ru  w a s  n o t at a ll d is m a y e d  b y  h is  e m p t y  fo o d  s a c k , n o th 
in g  c o u ld  s h a k e  h is  n e w  fo im d  o p t im is m . H e  e v e n  to ld  A p u t  
o f  h is  a m b it io n  to  b e  c h ie f .

H is  m o o d  c h a n g e d  w h e n  h e  s p r a in e d  h is  a n k le . K ’tu ru  
p u lle d  h is  a n k le  o u t  o f  th e  ra b b it  h o le  a n d  p a c k e d  it  in  
s n o w , t ie  b it  h is  l ip  as h e  to re  s t r ip s  fro m  h is  b la n k e t  to  
w r a p  it. A f t e r  a s h o rt  re s t  h e  t r ie d  to  tra v e l u s in g  h is  s p e a r  
as a c r u t c h .T h e  g o in g  w a s  p a in fu l a n d  s lo w . K ’tu ru  re fu s e d  
to  s u c c u m b  to  p a in , a n d  fo rc e d  h im s e lf  to  c o n t in u e  w e ll  
in to  th e  n ig h t .
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M o r n in g  c a m e  a n d  h e  re d re ss e d  h is  a n k le , it  w a s  s w o lle n  
a n d  b la c k .  K ’tu ru  c u t  it  w it h  h is  k n ife  to  le t  th e  b a d  b lo o d  
o u t, b u t h e  d id n ’t k n o w  a n y  c h a n ts  th a t w o u ld  h e lp .A p u t  
fo u n d  n o  g a m e  th a t m o r n in g , so  th e y  w e n t  h u n g ry . K ’tu ru  
re s u m e d  h is  fo r c e d  m a rc h , d r ip p in g  b lo o d  as h e  w e n t.

T h e y  s h a re d  a n  o w l fo r  lu n c h ,  its  w in g  w a s  b ro k e n . A p u t  
h a d  to  b a tt le  a f o x  fo r  th e  r ig h t s  to  it; th e  f o x  g o t  a w a y .W h ile  
th e y  ate, f lo c k s  o f  s n o w  b ir d s  f le w  o v e rh e a d . K ’tu r u  w a s  
c o n c e r n e d , th e s e  c r e a tu r e s  w e re  u s u a lly  n o c t u r n a l.  T h e  
ro a rs  th e y  h e a rd  o ffe re d  a p a r t ia l e x p la n a t io n .

T h e  ro a r s  g r e w  lo u d e r  a n d  m o re  f re q u e n t. K ’t u r u ’s a n k le  
w o r s e n e d , b u t  h e  d id  n o t  s to p . H e  b e g a n  to  e n te r ta in  t r o u 
b lin g  th o u g h ts . W h a t  i f  th e  E ld e r ’s le g e n d s  w e re  tru e , th e n  
th e  c re a tu re  r o a r in g  in  th e  d is ta n c e  w o u ld  b e  a d e m o n  fo l
lo w in g  h im . W ith  h is  a n k le  h e  c o u ld  n e v e r  h o p e  to  d e fe a t it.

K ’tu ru  d re ss e d  h is  a n k le  a g a in , b u t  c o u ld n ’t s to p  th e  
b le e d in g .  H e  k e p t  m o v in g , t h o u g h  h e  w a s  su re  h e  w a s  g o in g  
to  d ie  th a t n ig h t .  H e  n o  lo n g e r  h a d  to  l is te n  to  h e a r  th e  c r e a 
t u r e ’s ro ar. T h e  s o u n d  o f  it  h a u n te d  h im , a n d  d ro v e  h im  lik e  
a s le d m a n ’s w h ip  d ro v e  h is  d o g s . H e  c l im b e d  a h i l l ,  h is  a n k le  
f lo p p in g  to  e it h e r  s id e  w it h  e a c h  s te p . H e  m o v e d  so  s lo w , 
b u t A p u t  s ta y e d  w it h  h im , d e s p it e  th e  im m in e n t  d a n g e r.

“A p u t  y o u  s t u p id  d o g , th e  d e m o n  is  a fte r  m e ! ”
A t  th e  to p  o f  th e  h i l l  h e  s tu m b le d . H e  t r ie d  to  s te a d y  h im 

s e lf  w it h  th e  w r o n g  fo o t, a n d  w e n t  r o l l in g  d o w n  th e  h i l l 
s id e . A p u t  b a rk e d  d o w n  to  h im , b u t  h e  d id  n o t  re s p o n d .

W h e n  K ’t u ru  w o k e  u p , it  w a s  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n ig h t .  H e  
c r a w le d  b a c k  u p  th e  h i l l  to  lo o k  fo r  A p u t .  T h e  h il lt o p  w a s  a 
g o o d  v a n ta g e  p o in t ,  h e  lo o k e d  o u t  o v e r  m ile s  o f  s ta rk  a n d  
u n c h a n g in g  s n o w s c a p e . T h e  m o o n  s h o n e  d o w n  in  ic y  f u l l 
n e s s , b a t h in g  th e  h i l ls  in  its  g lo w . A p u t  sat s ta r in g  at th e  
o p p o s ite  h i l l .  H is  c le a r  b lu e  e y e s  s u r v e y e d  th e  p e a k , as h e  
w a ite d  a lo n e  in  th e  e e r ie  s t i l ln e s s .

S o m e t h in g  c l im b e d  th e  h i l l ,  th e  A p u t ’s fo re  r ip p le d  w it h  
te n s io n . H e  b a re d  h is  te e th , th e n  re tu rn e d  to  h is  p la c id  
p o s e . A  la rg e  s ilh o u e tte  f i l le d  th e  s k y  b e y o n d  th e  h il l .  A  
d e m o n .T h e  s o lid  s h a d o w  m a d e  its  w a y  d o w n  th e  h il l .  A p u t  
b a rk e d  a w a r n in g ,  a n d  a c h a lle n g e . T h e  g re a t  s h a d o w  
c h a rg e d , its  fa n g s  g l is t e n in g  w it h  f r o t h .A p u t  r ip p e d  it s  f le s h , 
b u t  a s w ip e  t o o k  h is  e a r .T h e  b e a r  w a s  la r g e r  th a n  a n y  K ’tu ru  
h a d  se e n . I t  s to o d  m o re  th a n  tw o  s p e a rs  h ig h ,  a n d  its  m o u th  
w a s  f i l le d  w it h  fa n g s  a n y  p re d a t o r  w o u ld  e n v y , b u t  w h a t  
f r ig h t e n e d  K ’tu ru  a b o u t  th e  c r e a tu r e  w a s  th e  g le a m  in  its

e y e s. T h e y  s h o w n  l ik e  a m a n ’s e y e s , l ik e  S e b b u ’s e y e s  h a d  
s h o n e  w h e n  h e  m u rd e r e d  h is  w ife  a n d  s o n . T h e  m o n s te r  
l i c k e d  th e  b lo o d  fro m  it s  t o o - b ig  p a w  a n d  g r e w  lu s t fu l.  It  
ro s e  o n  it s  h in d s  a n d  f i l le d  th e  v a lle y  w it h  a tr e m e n d o u s  
ro ar, as A p u t  c ir c le d .  T h e  d o g ’s p o w e r f u l  lu n g e  g a in e d  th e  
th ro a t , s p o i l in g  th e  p r is t in e  s n o w  w it h  b o i l in g  b lo o d . T h e  
c r e a tu r e  s a v a g e ly  e m b r a c e d  A p u t , c r u s h in g  h is  r ib s .  B o th  
s tra in e d  to  t ig h te n  t h e ir  g r ip s  a n d  p u s h  th e  o th e r  to  d e a th . 
S o a k e d  w it h  b lo o d  th e y  fe l l  to  th e  g ro u n d .

S e b b u  h a d  b e e n  h a rd  to  k i l l .  H e  k i l le d  h is  s o n  w it h  tw o  
s p e a rs  s t ic k in g  o u t  o f  h im , a n d  s t il l  h a d  th e  s t re n g th  to  w r e s 
tle  th re e  h u n t e r s  b e fo re  K ’tu ru  s n a p p e d  h is  n e c k .  K ’tu ru  
re m e m b e re d  th a t n ig h t  w e ll .  H e  re m e m b e re d  S e b b u  b it in g  
h is  a rm  as h e  c a r r ie d  h im , a n d  tw o  o th e r  h u n t e r s  a ro u n d  th e  
te n ts , an d  h e  re m e m b e re d  p u l l in g  b a c k  o n  h is  b r o t h e r ’s 
h e a d  u n t i l  h e  s to p p e d  b it in g ,  s to p p e d  f ig h t in g  a n d  s to p p e d  
k i l l in g .

W h e n  th e  d e m o n  s ta rte d  to o  m o v e  a ro u n d , K ’tu ru  w a s  
n o t  s u r p r is e d . H e  w a t c h e d  as th e  t h in g  g o rg e d  it s e lf  o n  
A p u t ’s f le s h  an d  h is  s to m a c h  tu rn e d . K ’tu ru  s lo w ly  s l id  h im 
s e lf  d o w n  th e  h i l l .  H e  h o b b le d  to  th e  g ia n t  p o la r  b e a r  a n d  
d ro v e  h is  s p e a r  in to  th e  b a c k  o f  its  h e a d  as it  f in is h e d  e at
in g . H e  fe lt  th e  t ip  o f  h is  s p e a r  s lid e  t h r o u g h  th e  so ft  s p o t  at 
th e  b a se  o f  th e  s k u ll  a n d  in to  th e  d e m o n ’s b ra in . T h is  w a s  
d e a th  to  a n y  c r e a tu re , m a n  o r  b e a st, b u t  K ’tu ru  c o u ld  n o t 
re s is t  th e  u rg e  to  d r iv e  th e  s p e a r  d e e p e r  a n d  s c ra p e  th e  
e d g e s  o f  th e  d e m o n ’s s k u ll .  F o r  a lo n g  t im e  h e  s to o d  o v e r  
th e  c r e a t u r e ’s b o d y , s ta r in g  d o w n  at th e  c a r n a g e . K ’tu ru  
w it h d r e w  th e  sp e a r, b u t  s t il l  h e  s ta re d .

F in a lly  th e  h u n t e r  sat a n d  re d re s s e d  h is  a n k le  w it h  s t r ip s  
o f  h is  e m p ty  fo o d  s a c k . K ’tu ru  fa c e d  a jo u r n e y  h e  w a s  n o t 
l ik e ly  to  c o m p le te  w it h  a b a d  a n k le  a n d  n o  fo o d . K ’tu ru  s 
th o u g h t s  tu rn e d  to  d e m o n s , n o t  th e  ro t t in g  m a ss  b e fo re  
h im ; b u t  h u n g e r , d is e a s e , a n d  th e  u n r e le n t in g  c o ld .  K ’tu ru  
p ic t u r e d  h im s e lf  fa c e  d o w n  in  th e  s n o w . B e n e a th  h is  fro s t  
c o v e r e d  p a rk a  h is  b o d y  w a s  g a u n t  a n d  w e a k , n u m b ly  w a it 
in g  fo r  e ith e r  th e  c o ld  o r  h u n g e r  to  k i l l  h im . W h e n  n o  f r ig h t 
fu l d e m o n  a tta c k e d  th e  v il la g e , p e r h a p s  h e  w o u ld  b e  c r e d it 
e d  w it h  th e  k i l l .  H e ’d b e  re m e m b e re d  as a h e ro ; a c h a m p io n  
fa lle n  in  b a tt le , y e t v ic t o r io u s  in  th a t h e  w a s  a b le  to  sa ve  th e  
p e o p le .  H o n o r  h e  d id  n o t d e s e rv e , h o n o r  th a t b e lo n g e d  to  a 
s le d  d o g . H e  re s o lv e d  to  re tu rn  to  th e  v i l la g e ,  i f  o n ly  to  p r e 
v e n t  th e m  fro m  m o c k in g  h is  s p ir i t  w it h  fa ls e  p ra is e .

F a u l t

I will say, I m sorry my sperm stained your coffee table. 
Thoush I pledsed to restore its luster, 
I was half-hearted, half-honest. 
I never spilled my tea nor cared to shine your furniture. 
We just never understood each other 
and its not solely my fault.

A n d r e w  W i n t e r s
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T o m  H e n r y

Loneliness provoked my hardened soles to march upon the cold city pavement.
I listened to the music street sweepers made, as they washed away yesterday's 
debris.
As I walked with my head bowed down to the sround 
I noticed how the recycled chips of slass, mixed tosether with the tar 
reflected all the constellations of the sky.
When my limbs began to feel like rubber, I laid my weary bones upon the waffle iron- 
windows of the subway- welcoming the touch of steam to whistle through my pores 
and rise above my decaying shell.
Touching the frosty iron cage with my numb ear- I listened to the sound of subway- 
wheels-turning-twisting-and crushing-
the rat like weary eyes that endlessly search for tomorrow's hidden doors.
Standing next to silence, I pushed forward with footsteps like heartbeats.
Upon Focusing my bloodshot eyes through the hazy fog,
I saw a weary traveler sitting next to an empty milk crate.
After sharing some poison and listening to stories about lost love and war,
I prayed for the empty milk crate next to the invisible body to become occupied.
Climbing up miles of dusty concrete stairs- I searched for the final step to free me.
Upon reaching the top- I stood alone- as I stretched my arms up to the sky- 
Trying to catch the stars that were battling to rip through the smog.
As I looked down like the birds that rest upon mountain peaks,

I heard alley cats-
scratching through brick walls to reach a world they've never seen before sober.
I sang to the notes of raindrops, as they bounced off the-

Hudson River
I saw lady bugs crawling through liquid streams, trying to catch up with the- 
roaring Giants that were gliding towards the destination of silence.
I saw ants in matchbox cars, racing around in circles, making my heart bleed like an 
oil can and my mind scramble like a broken down TV.
I saw the same soul- separating into a million pieces.
Traveling home, I walked down a trail of silent stones, which lay sleeping in a pool of 
tears, until all I could see was the raging tides rushing over me.
Through the separation of waves, the city lights revealed the most beautiful and 
obscure images, dancing in the moonlight- spitting a universal language throughout-

The Sky.
I saw a Goddess diving through a rainbow that ended at the palm of my hands.
She was holding a book of prayers, a book of rhymes, and a book of recipes to wake 
and shake the silent graveyard soil.
The lights reminded me of the assortments of gumballs I've seen in machines when I 
was a child.
Other images reminded me of the ones I've seen flying out of John Coltrane's horn 
and Martin Luther Jr's soul- much too beautiful for words.
Near the Ferry, I saw two children wandering off on a raft made of wood- 
Bringing myself back to the time I read The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn, 
only now, the water was much more polluted, and the air was much colder.
The feeling of freedom the book gave me when I was a child changed to a feeling of 
fear that these children could be in some sort of danger.
As I continued to travel on to my resting place, I tripped through doorways that

'J' K I r  ik c\ I I
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E d  D  a v  I n

slammed upon my skull so violently, my intoxicated blood dripped down from my 
temples- infectins the next child with my last name.
It s not simply my body or mind that tries to communicate.
I am like that

one lisht
on the twin towers that refuses to fizzle out and travel with the

silent current.

'J' k I r  X c\ I
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f n e  G h o s t s  o : :  

B o s t o n

Ch i Ri STOPHER M ari

I  g o t  th e  c a l l  in  th e  la te  a fte rn o o n  o n  a S a tu rd a y . I  h a d  ju s t  f in is h e d  p a in t in g  m y  l iv in g  ro o m  a n d  m y  a rm s  w e re  n u m b  
f ro m  th e  w r is t s  to  th e  s h o u ld e r s .  I  w a s  la y in g  o n  th e  c o u c h  w it h  m y  le g s  d ra p e d  o v e r  th e  a rm , th e  c o r d le s s  o n  m y  
c h e s t , a b o o k  o n  th e  ta b le , m y  h a ir  s t i l l  w e t  fro m  m y  re c e n t  s h o w e r  a n d  L iz  P h a ir  p la y in g  o n  th e  ra d io . S h e  w a s  c o m 

p la in in g  as u s u a l a b o u t  a ll th e  s e x  t h in g s  th a t s h e  is  so  g o o d  at c o m p la in in g  a b o u t, a ll th e  t h in g s  th a t g iv e  h e r  th a t e d g e  
a n d  m a k e  h e r  in f in it e ly  a t t r a c t iv e  to  m e . S h e ’s s o m e  k in d  o f  b itc h , th e  k in d  o f  b it c h  1 lo v e , m o a n in g  a n d  p o u t in g  a n d  t e l l in g  
s to r ie s  w it h  w it t ic is m s  in  e v e r y  s o n g . L iz  b a b e , w h o  r u le s  m o re  th a n  yo u ?  A n y w a y , fro m  th is  p r o n e  p o s it io n  1 g o t  th e  c a l l  
f ro m  m y  f r ie n d  N a ta lie  w h o  w a n te d  m e  to  g o  to  so m e  p a r t y  sh e  w a s  t h r o w in g  at h e r  p la c e  in  C h e ls e a .

N a ta lie  l iv e d  w it h  Jo e , m y  b e s t  f r ie n d , a n d  t h e y  w e re  a lw a y s  t h r o w in g  p a r t ie s  w h e r e  s o m e th in g  w a s  a lw a y s  h a p p e n in g  
to  s o m e o n e ; e v e r y  g e t-to g e th e r  h a d  t h is  s o r t  o f  w i ld  m a g ic  q u a l it y  to  th e m , e v e r y  o n e  m a d e  y o u  fe e l h a p p y  y o u  w e re  th e re  
a n d  lu c k y  to  b e  a l iv e .T h e ir  p a r t y  s c e n e s  w e re  w h e r e  th e  w i ld  p e o p le  m e t th e  o th e r  w i ld  p e o p le  a n d  g a v e  e a c h  o th e r  a l i t 
t le  h o p e  in  k n o w in g  th e re  w e re  s t i l l  s o m e  p r iz e s  a ro u n d . In  e s s e n c e , e v e ry o n e  w e n t  to  th e se  t h in g s  in  o rd e r  to  b o n d  fo r  a 
w h i le  w it h  s o m e o n e  a n d  th e n  h o p e f u lly  g e t la id  a fte rw a rd s . It  tu r n e d  o u t th is  t im e  I  w a s  th e  lu c k y  c o n te s ta n t . S o , th e re  I 
w a s  at t h is  p a r ty  ju s t  a fte r  I  g o t  b a c k  f ro m  E n g la n d  a n d  I  w o v m d  u p  s p e n d in g  a ll n ig h t  u n d e r  a b la n k e t  o n  th e  k it c h e n  f lo o r  
w it h  s o m e  b ro a d  w h o  h a d  m y  k e y s  a n d  w o u ld n ’t g iv e  th e m  b a c k .  B e in g  b o th  a g e n t le m a n  a n d  a lit t le  h o r n y  I  d id n ’t t r y  to  
fo rc e  th e m  o r  a n y th in g  f ro m  h e r, b u t  ju s t  sa t b a c k  in  m y  fate  s m o k in g  a n d  t a lk in g  to  h e r  a n d  t r y in g  to  f ig h t  m y  n a tu ra l p e r 
v e r t  in c l in a t io n s .

T h e  g i r l ’s n a m e  w a s  E v e  a n d  sh e  h a d  p r a c t ic a l ly  t r a n s lu c e n t  s k in .  S h e  w a s  I r is h  a n d  h a d  th a t w e a th e r e d  lo o k  th a t m a n y  
o f  th e  I r i s h  se e m  to  h a v e , s o m e th in g  n o t  re a lly  in  th e  fa c e , b u t  b e h in d  th e  e y e s . S h e  s m o k e d  in  a s m o o th  w ay, v e r y  n o n 
c h a la n t  a n d  v e r y  c o o l,  b u t  th e  re st o f  h e r  w a s  v e r y  o b v io u s  a n d  w a n t in g .  S h e  g a v e  J o e  a n d  N a t a b ig  h e llo ,  s in c e  th e y  w e re  
a il g o o d  f r ie n d s , a n d  th e n  w e n t  in to  th e  o th e r  ro o m  lo o k in g  fo r  a d r in k .  S h e  c a m e  b a c k  o u t  s h a k in g  th e  e m p t y  b o tt le  o f  
t e q u ila  J o e  a n d  I  h a d  f in is h e d  w a y  b e fo re  th e  o th e r  g u e s ts  a r r iv e d . S h e  lo o k e d  at u s  w it h  b ig  b lu e  a lm o s t-g ir l e y e s  a n d  a s k e d  
b e w ild e r e d  a n d  h o n e s t ly , “Y o u  d id n ’t w a it  fo r  m e ,” as i f  w e  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to  h a v e  w a ite d  u n t i l  sh e  a r r iv e d  w h e n  I d id n ’t 
e v e n  k n o w  w h o  s h e  w a s  o r  i f  s h e  w a s  c o m in g .  J o e  a n d  I  lo o k e d  at o n e  a n o th e r  a n d  s m irk e d .

“W e d id n ’t k n o w  i f  y o u  w e re  c o m in g .” I  e x p la in e d  a fte r  t a k in g  a lo n g  d ra g  f ro m  m y  c ig a r e tte .
S h e  lo o k e d  at m e  as a n  in d iv id u a l fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e . “A n d  w h o  th e  h e l l  a re  y o u ? ”
“S a l M u n d i. I  w e n t  to  h ig h  s c h o o l w it h  Jo e .  I ’m  h is  o ld e s t  f r ie n d . W h o  th e  f u c k  a re  y o u ? ”
“E v e .”
“Eve ? N o  la s t  n a m e ? ”
“N o t  y e t.”
S h e  w e n t  in to  w h a t  s e e m e d  to  b e  a p a ir  o f  e n d le s s  c o a t  p o c k e t s  a n d  p u lle d  o u t tw o  c h e a p  b o tt le s  o f  p o rt .  J u s t  th e n , 

e v e r y o n e  c a l le d  N a ta lie  in  f ro m  th e  k it c h e n  a n d  a s k e d  h e r  to  s in g  a s o n g  fo r  th e m  o n  h e r  g u ita r . N a t a lie ’s a f o lk  s in g e r, a 
g o o d  o n e , s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  th e  “i t ” . O n e  o f  th e  o th e r  g u y s  th e re  p u lle d  o u t a h a r m o n ic a  a n d  th e y  w e n t  in to  th is  lo w  b lu e s y  
ja m  as E v e  a n d  I  w a t c h e d  fro m  th e  d o o r  fra m e  w h e r e  w e  h a d  s e t t le d  in  c lo s e  a n d  q u ie t .  J o e  w a s  h a m m in g  it  u p  w it h  N a t 
s in g in g  a lo n g  a n d  th e y  m a d e  u p  a ll s o rts  o f  c r a z y  f u c k in g  w o r d s  a b o u t  n o t h in g  th a t w e re  fu n n y  as h e l l  a n d  th e n  th e y  b o th
tu r n e d  to  m e  s m il in g  as i f  to  say, “O h  c o m e  o n  t r y  a n d  to p  th a t.” N o t  w a n t in g  to  b e  u p s ta g e d , I  m a d e  m y  w a y  th r o u g h  th e
c r o w d  a n d  p u lle d  s o m e  s o rt  o f  in s a n it y  o u t  o f  m y  a s s h o le  as w e  p a s s e d  v e r s e  a n d  v e r s e  a g a in  l ik e  th a t, o n e  m o re  o f fe n s iv e  
th a n  th e  n e x t .T h e n  I  re tu rn e d  to  th e  d o o r w a y  a n d  to  E v e  as J o e  a n d  N a t re tu r n e d  to  th e  p a r t y  s t i l l  s in g in g  l ik e  m a d . I  w a s
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re a d y  to  b e  e n te r ta in e d  n o w . It  s e e m e d  th a t E v e  h a d  c o m e  
in  re a d y  to  la y  J o e  b u t it w a s  E v e  w h o  w a s  w a t c h in g  m e 
c r o s s  th e  ro o m  to  h e r  lo n g  a fte r  J o e  w a s  p la y in g .

“L e t ’s d r in k  th e  p o rt ,” sh e  s u g g e s te d , t u g g in g  at m y  a rm . I 
w a s  a ll s w e a ty  a n d  w i ld  h a p p y  a n d  in  n o  c o n d it io n  to 
d e c lin e  s u c h  an o ffer. A l l  th e  k it c h e n  c h a ir s  w e re  in  th e  l i v 
in g  ro o m  so  w e  sat o n  th e  f lo o r  a n d  d r a n k  th e  w in e  fro m  
o n e  b o tt le  a n d  th e n  th e  n e x t , p a s s in g  th e m  b a c k  a n d  fo rth . 
It  g o t  k in d  o f  c o ld  so  I  d u c k e d  in s id e  q v iic k , n o t  w a n t in g  to  
m is s  a s e c o n d  o f  E v e . I  p u lle d  th e  b la n k e t  fro m  th e  b a c k  o f  
th e  c o u c h  a n d  d is tu r b e d  e v e ry o n e  w h o  w a s  s it t in g  th e re  
b e fo re  r e t u r n in g  to  th e  k it c h e n .  J o e  a n d  N a t  w e re  s t i l l  p la y 
in g  b u t w a t c h e d  m e  w it h  o n e  e ye . I  w a s  g e t t in g  a ll t r a n s 
f ix e d  b y  th is  g ir l  a n d  h o w  g re a t a n d  n a tu ra l sh e  lo o k e d  as 
sh e  to o k  a s lu g  o u t o f  a b o t t le .T h e n , ju s t  as s u d d e n ly , I  w a s  
t h in k in g  a b o u t  H e le n a -  th e  m is s in g  H e le n a  s o m e w h e re  th e  
h e l l o u t  in  E u r o p e  w h o  I  h a d  n o  w o r d  fro m  in  m o n th s . I 
t h o u g h t  o f  H e le n a  so  m u c h  w h ile  lo o k in g  at E v e  th a t I g o t 
p is s e d  t h in k in g  a b o u t  h e r  a n d  a ll th a t u n f in is h e d  g a rb a g e  
o u t  th e re  l ik e  s o m e  b ig  s h r u g  o f  th e  g o d s  f u c k in g  m e  o v e r  
a n d  o v e r .T h e n  I  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  m y  lo u s y  jo b  s in c e  I s e e m e d  
to  b e  o n  a ro l l d e p r e s s in g  m y se lf . I  h a d  w a n te d  to  s p e n d  m y  
n ig h t  e x h a u s t in g  m y s e lf  b e c a u s e  m y  jo b  w a s  r o b b in g  m e  o f  
a p e r s o n a lity , an d  I  c o u ld  o n ly  s it  th e re  a n d  n o t  s c re a m , w a it 
in g  fo r  n ig h t  so  I  c o u ld  b e  m y s e lf  a g a in . I  h a d  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  
th a t e v e n in g  g e t t in g  d r u n k  a n d  e x h a u s te d . I  w a s  ju s t  to o  
in n e r  re s t le s s  fo r  to o  lo n g  a t im e  a n d  I w a s  fo r e v e r  d r a g g in g  
m y s e lf  to  a n d  fro m  w o r k  o n  th e  h a u n te d  s u b w a y s , v a in ly  
h o p in g  th a t I  s to o d  o u t  in  a c r o w d  s o m e h o w — as i f  th e re  
w e re  a s p e c ia l l ig h t  th a t c o u ld  s l in k  u p  th o s e  c o ld  m e ta l 
ra i ls  a n d  s in g le  m e  o u t o f  th is  o r d in a r y  s it c o m  e x is t e n c e . 
T h e n  I lo o k e d  b a c k  to  E v e  w it h  th e  w e a th e r e d  fa c e  b e h in d  
th e  e y e s  t h in k in g  sh e  m u s t  h a v e  a ll th e se  b u lls h it  p r o b le m s  
to o . B u t  I re a lly  l ik e d  th e  w a y  sh e  t o o k  h its  o u t  o f  th e  b o t
tle , so  I  o p te d  to  p a y  a tte n t io n  to  her.

“W h a t  th e  h e l l  are  y o u  lo o k in g  at?”
“N o t h in g .  I  d id n ’t m e a n  to  sta re .”
“S to p  lo o k in g  at m e .” S h e  p la y f u l ly  c u p p e d  h e r  fa c e  w it h  

h e r  h a n d s .
“I r e a lly  d id n ’t m e a n  to  sta re  at y o u . E v e .”
“Y o u  d id n ’t s ta re  re a lly , y o u  ju s t  h a v e  th is  lo o k . . .”
S h e  to o k  th e  b o tt le  fro m  m e  a n d  t o o k  a n o th e r  h it . “M an , 

th is  p o r t  is  s h itty .”
“N o t h in g  l ik e  a s h it ty  w in e  d r u n k .”
E v e  s m ir k e d . “S a id  l ik e  a w is e  m a n , S a l.”
W e k e p t  lo o k in g  at o n e  a n o t h e r — a lm o s t  o n  th e  v e r g e  o f  

r e c o g n iz in g  s o m e th in g  in  e a c h  o th e r  o r  w it h in  o u rs e lv e s , 
b u t in s te a d  w e  d e c id e d  to  ta lk .

“W h a t s h o u ld  w e  d o  n o w , p la y  t r u t h  o r  d a re ? ”
“L e t ’s t r y  t r u t h .” S h e  s m ile d  at m e  n o t  w it h  h e r  m o u th  

a lo n e , b u t  a ls o  w it h  h e r  e y e s . S h e  r e m in d e d  m e  o f  H e le n a  
a n d  th a t p is s e d  th e  s h it  o u t  o f  m e  a lso . I  w a n te d  to  t h in k  o f  
E v e  as E v e .

“S o  J o e ’s to ld  m e  a ll a b o u t  y o u . Y o u ’re  h is  le g e n d a r y  
f r ie n d , th e  o n e  h e  a lw a y s  ta lk s  a b o u t— S a lv a to re  M u n d i, th e  
w r ite r .”

I s h o o k  m y  h e a d  a n d  ru b b e d  th e  b a c k  o f  m y  n e c k  w it h  m y  
fre e  h a n d . W ith  m y  o th e r  h a n d  I  h e ld  th e  b o tt le  o f  p o rt  
b e tw e e n  m y  k n e e s  as I  sat a g a in s t  a w a ll.  E v e  sa t c ro s s -  
le g g e d  in  f ro n t  o f  m e  a n d  re a c h e d  b e tw e e n  m y  k n e e s  in  a 
s e d u c t iv e  w a y  ta k in g  th e  b o t t le — n o t m u c h , I  th o u g h t , w o n ’t 
ta k e  m u c h  at a ll. S h e  d ra n k  it , lo o k in g  at m e  o v e r  th e  n e c k .  
I  la u g h e d  at h o w  m e s m e r iz e d  I m u s t  h a v e  a p p e a re d  to  h er.

S h e  n o t ic e d  th a t I  w a s  la u g h in g  a n d  la u g h e d  a b it  h e rse lf , 
s p i l l in g  so m e  p o r t  o n  h e r  sw e ater. S h e  w a s  w e a r in g  a b a lly  
o ld  b la c k  s w e a te r  w ith  a b e a t p a ir  o f  je a n s , m a k in g  h e r  lo o k  
k in d  o f  e a rth y  a n d  n a tu ra l— ju st  m y  ty p e . Y e a h , sh e  w a s  m y 
ty p e  o f  g ir l ,  b lu e -e y e d  a n d  d a rk -h a ire d , w ith  th a t b it  o f  
c r u n c h  th a t m e a n t sh e  w o r k e d  h a rd  at n o t w o r k in g  h a rd  o n  
h e r  a p p e a ra n c e . S h e  w a s  a ttr a c t iv e ly  u n m a d e -u p  in  th a t o ld  
s w e a te r  a n d  th o s e  b lu e  je a n s . I w a s  g o in g  to  m a k e  d a m n  su re  
sh e  w a s n ’t g o in g  to  p u l l  a n y  b u lls h it  o v e r  m e. W h e n  a g ir l  
lo o k s  th a t g o o d  to  a g u y  in  m y  c o n d it io n  sh e  ca n  g e t a w a y  
w it h  a n y th in g  , in c lu d in g  w a lk in g  a w a y  a n d  le a v in g  m e  fla t.

“ So  b e fo re  w e  g e t s ta rte d  t a lk in g  a ll n ig h t , w h ic h  is  w h e re  
th is  se e m s to  b e  le a d in g , c a n  I  a s k  fo r  m y  k e y s  b a c k ? ”

S h e  s m ile d , g e n u in e ly  s u r p r is e d , a n d  a s k e d , “H o w  d id  y o u  
k n o w ? ”

“W h e n  y o u  re a c h e d  in to  m y  p a n ts  p o c k e t  to  ru b  m e  in  
th e  d o o rw a y , I  fe lt  th e  k e y s  s lip  o u t.”W e s m ile d  at o n e  a n o th 
er. “I ’m  n o t th a t d r u n k . A n d  at le a st  y o u  g a v e  m e  s o m e th in g  
in  re tu rn .”

“A  h a rd -o n ? ”
“Y e a h .”
“I ’m  g la d ,” sh e  r e s p o n d e d , w it h  th e  m o s t  e v i l  l it t le  g r in . 
“S o  c a n  I  a sk  fo r  th e m  b a c k ? ”
“Y o u  c o u ld  a s k .”
“N e v e r  m in d .”
S h e  sta rte d  th u m b in g  h e r  w a y  th ro u g h  J o e ’s c o p y  o f  

S h a k e s p e a re ’s S o n n e ts  w h ic h  h e  h a d  le ft o n  th e  k itc h e n  tab le . 
I  w a s  g o o d  a n d  d r u n k  e n o u g h  to  te ll h e r  to s to p  d o in g  it. 

“W h y ? ” sh e  a s k e d  a ll b l in k - b l in k  in n o c e n t .
“B e c a u s e  it  w o n ’t im p re s s  m e .”
“B u t  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e re  a w r ite r .”
“Y e a h  I  am , b u t  I  d o n ’t p la n  o n  s p e n d in g  a ll n ig h t  b e in g  

p r e te n t io u s  o n  th e  k it c h e n  f lo o r  w h ile  t h e r e ’s a w i ld  p a r ty  
g o in g  o n  in  th e  n e x t  ro o m ! A l l  I ’m  s a y in g  is  th a t I  w a n t  to  
ta lk  to  y o u  a ll r ig h t ,  m o re  th a n  a n y th in g , b u t n o t l ik e  a p a ir  
o f  n o d d in g  n in e -to -f iv e  N e w  Y o r k e r  r e a d in g  fre a k s , o k a y ? ” 

“S o  th e n  y o u  w a n t  to  s it  w it h  m e  a n d  g e t d r u n k  t a lk in g  
a b o u t  a ll th e  b u lls h it  t h a t ’s f i l le d  m y  life ? ”

“B in g o .” I  p o in te d  at h e r  o v e r  m y  c ig a r e tt e  s m o k e . “B u t 
sp a re  m e  th e  m e lo d ra m a .”

“O kay.” S h e  to o k  a lo n g  last l ip  s u c k in g  d ra g  o n  h e r  c iga re tte . 
“So  w h a t  m a d e  y o u  as fu c k e d  u p  as y o u  so  o b v io u s ly  are?”

I  w e n t  to  h g h t  a n o th e r  c ig a r e tte  a n d  sh e  t o o k  a n o th e r  s ip . 
T h e  b o tt le  w a s  g e t t in g  d a n g e ro u s ly  c lo s e  to  e m p t y  an d  w e  
h a d  o n ly  o n e  m o re . W e b o th  lo o k e d  at th a t o th e r  o n e  k n o w 
in g  w e  r e a lly  h a d  to  a c q u ir e  so m e  m o re  i f  w e  w e re  g o in g  to 
k e e p  t a lk in g  l ik e  th is .

“W a it,” I  a s k e d . “I  t h o u g h t  w e  w e re  t a lk in g  a b o u t  y o u  a n d  
a ll o f  y o u r  b u lls h it .”

“W h y  d o n ’t y o u  a n s w e r  m y  q u e s t io n  f ir s t? ”
“W h a t w a s  th e  q u e s t io n  a g a in ? ”
S h e  s h o t  m e  a lo o k , a s q u in t y  e y e d , w r in k le  n o s e d  lo o k  

w h ic h  le t m e  k n o w  th a t s h e  k n e w  I w a s  s h o v e lin g  it . I 
s h r u g g e d  as i f  to  sa y  I  t r ie d . W e w e re  g e t t in g  g o o d  at t a lk in g  
w it h o u t  s p e a k in g .

“W e ll, lo ts  o f  t h in g s , E v e .A s k  a d ir e c t  q u e s t io n  a n d  I ’l l  g iv e  
y o u  a s t ra ig h t  a n sw e r.”

“N o  jo k e ? ” E v e  a s k e d  in h a lin g  h e r  n e w ly  l it  s m o k e .
“N o  s h it .”
“S u r p r is e , s u r p r is e ,” sh e  a n s w e re d  w it h  a lo w  s a rc a s t ic  

c h u c k le .
S h e  sat fo r  a s e c o n d  a n d  s m o k e d  lo n g  o n  th a t n e w  b u tt, 

a n d  I  k e p t  w a t c h in g  h er, t h in k in g ,“Y e a h , y e a h - c o m e  o n , g iv e
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m e  s o m e th in g  g o o d .”
Sh e  a s k e d ,“W h a t w a s  y o u r  b ig g e st d is a p p o in tm e n t in  life?”
I  th o u g h t  o f  H e le n a . “T h a t ’s y o u r  q u e s t io n ? ”
“Y u p .” I  c o u ld n ’t q u ite  see  it  b u t  I c o u ld  s w e a r  s h e  l ic k e d  

h e r  l ip s .
“O h  th a t ’s easy, th a t s tu p id  q u e s t io n .”
“C o m e  o n , y o u  b a s ta r d !” S h e  s n a t c h e d  th e  la s t  d ra b  fro m  

th e  f ir s t  b o tt le  a n d  d o w n e d  it.
“R e a lly ? ” ! a s k e d , re a lly  s u r p r is e d , f ig u r in g  s h e  w a n te d  a lie  

b e c a u s e  m o s t p e o p le  w a n t  lie s  e v e n  th o u g h  t h e y  sa y  th e y  
w a n t  th e  tru th . S h e  n o d d e d  in  a w a y  th a t le t m e  k n o w  th a t 
s h e  re a lly  w a n te d  th e  tru th .

“Y e s  re a lly .”
“W e ll, m y  fa th e r.”
“R e a lly ? ” S h e  t o o k  a s e c o n d  to  re s p o n d . “So  d o  I  g e t  to  a sk  

a fo llo w -u p  q u e s t io n ? ”
“N o p e .” I  a n s w e r e d  d r y ly  th e n  s h iv e r e d  a l i t t le .  

S o m e w h e re  in  J o e ’s a p a rtm e n t  a w in d o w  w a s  o p e n . I  g a t h 
e re d  th e  b la n k e t  a ro u n d  m y  s h o u ld e r s  an d  sh e  d ra p e d  th e  
t h in g  a ro u n d  h e r  le g s .

“It  is  c o ld  in  h e re ,” s h e  e x p la in e d  w it h  a p u t-o n  m a tte r-o f- 
fa c tn e ss . S u d d e n ly  I  fe lt  h e r  fo o t re a c h  o v e r  a n d  ru b  g e n t le  
to e s  a g a in s t  m y  t h ig h .  T h is  w a s  m y  s ig n a l,  th e  g ir l  w a n te d  
m e , I  w a s  s u r p r is e d . A n d  I  w a n te d  E v e .

S h e  w a s  so  s e x u a l in  a b e a te n  in n o c e n t  s o rt  o f  w ay. B u t 
th e  in n o c e n c e  w a s  b o t h e r in g  m e  a l it t le . M a y b e  s h e  w a s  to o  
in n o c e n t  o r  to o  a b u s e d . I  n e e d e d  to  a s k  h e r  m o re  q u e s t io n s  
in  o rd e r  to  f in d  o u t  w h a t  sh e  w a s  a ll a b o u t, b u t  th e re  w a s  
th a t fo o t  g o in g  b ru s h -b ru s h  a g a in s t  m y  k h a k is .  I  ju s t  k e p t  
t h in k in g  a lo t  o f  d ir t y  c r a p  a b o u t  t h in g s  I  w a n te d  to  d o  to  
h er, h o w  I  w a n te d  to  h e a r  th a t lo w , c ig a r e t t e -h u s k y  w h is k e y  
s o a k e d  v o ic e  in  m y  ear, h o w  I  w a n te d  th a t d r y  c r a c k - r id d e n  
m o u th  a ll n ic o t in e  ta s t in g  a n d  s ta in e d  r u b b in g  u p  a g a in s t  
m y  lip s .

In ste a d , l ik e  a je rk , I  o n ly  a sk e d  h e r  w h a t  h e r  b ig g e s t  lo ss  
w a s , t h in k in g  th a t it w a s  so m e  k in d  o f  v a g u e  s e x u a l in n u e n d o .

“I  h a d  a b r o th e r  w h o  d ie d ,” sh e  c o m m e n te d  w it h  w id e  
p a in e d  fa th o m s  in  h e r  e y e s  th a t I c o u ld n ’t e v e n  b e g in  to  
ta k e  p o s s e s s io n  of.

“C h r is t ,  E v e , I ’m  so  s o rry ...”
“T o m o r r o w ’s m y  tw e n ty -f ir s t  b ir th d a y ,” s h e  a d d e d  w it h  a 

l i l t  in  h e r  v o ic e .  I  h a d  n o  id e a  w h e r e  s h e  w a s  g o in g  w it h  th is  
b e c a u s e  sh e  a v e rte d  th o s e  e y e s  fro m  m e  a n d  I  w a s  s t ra n g e 
ly  th a n k fu l.  S h e  w a s  b u s y  d a b b in g  o u t  h e r  c ig a r e t t e  c a r e f u l
ly  o n  th e  s id e  o f  th e  c e r a m ic  m u g  w e  w e re  u s in g  fo r  a n  a s h 
tray.

“O h  re a lly ? ” ! r e p lie d  w it h  a c ig a r e tt e  d r a g g in g  s m ir k . “A ll  
s tre e t le g a l a n d  e v e r y t h in g .”

“H e  n e v e r  m a d e  tw e n ty -o n e .” S h e  lo o k e d  at m e  a g a in , h e r  
e y e s , H e le n a . I  lo o k e d  aw ay.

I  w a s  q u ie t  a n d  th e n  r e a liz e d  w e  w e re  s t i l l  in  th e  g a m e , 
a s k  a q u e s t io n , g e t a n  a n sw e r. “H o w ’d h e  d ie ? ”

“H e  w a s  k i l le d  c r o s s in g  th e  s tre e t  at B o s t o n  U n iv e r s it y ”
I  h a d  u n k n o w in g ly  p e e k e d  in to  th is  g i r l ’s m e d ic in e  c a b i

n e t a n d  h a d  o p e n e d  o n e  o f  th e  b o tt le s  a n d  s o m e  s p ir it s  f le w  
o u t .T h e r e  w e re  o th e r  b ig  b o tt le s  in  th e re  l ik e  th a t  o n e , to o , 
w it h  lo ts  o f  w a r n in g s  a n d  c h i ld - p r o o f  c a p s . ! w a s n ’t a b o u t  to  
to u c h  th e m  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  d o n e  th is  s o rt  o f  t h in g  b e fo re  
w it h  H e le n a , w h o  w a s n ’t m u c h  b e t te r  a b o u t  c o n t r o l l in g  h e r  
o w n  s p i r i t s .T h e  e y e s , th o s e  o ld  e y e s.

“D id  y o u  k n o w  th a t I  w e n t  to  B .U .? ”
“Y e a h .”
“I t ’s ...”

“I t ’s a lo u sy , c o ld  p la c e , B o s to n .”
“S u re .” I  t h o u g h t  o f  th e  y e a rs  th e re  at s c h o o l w it h  H e le n a . 
“L o ts  o f  g h o s ts  u p  th e re , e h ? ” E v e  lo o k e d  at m e  a n d  

s e e m e d  to  se e  w h a t  I w a s  t h in k in g  a b o u t, e v e n  th o u g h  sh e  
d id n ’t k n o w  e x a c t ly  w h a t  it  w a s  a ll a b o u t. I  d id n ’t w a n t  to  
g e t in to  it. T h is  w a s  o n e  n ig h t  c o m p le t e ly  s e p a ra te  fro m  a ll 
o th e rs , it  w a s  o u r  t im e , a n d  o u r  m e e t in g . I t r ie d  to  Ib rg e t  
e v e r y t h in g  e lse .

“Y e a h . L o ts  o f  g h o s ts  u p  th e re .”
“D o  y o u  w a n t  to  te ll m e  a b o u t  h e r? ”
I s m i le d .“W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  to  k n o w ?  H o w  w e  sat a ro u n d  

d r in k in g  c h e a p  w in e  o r  h o w  s h e  t r ie d  to  g e t m e  to  re a d  
D o s t o y e v s k i? ”

S h e  s m i le d .“Y e a h .”
“W e ll, s h e  re a d  it in  th e  o r ig in a l.”
“Im p r e s s iv e .” S h e  o p e n e d  th e  b o tt le  a n d  d ra n k  so m e  m o re  

p o rt .  “S h e  m u st h a v e  b e e n  im p r e s s iv e , to  h a v e  s u c h  an  e ffe c t  
o n  y o u  s t il l .”

“S h e  w a s , s t i l l  is , I  g u e s s .”
“D id  y o u  lo v e  h e r? ”
“ N o t  e n o u g h , re a lly .”
“W h e re  is  sh e  n o w ? ”
“O f f  t r a v e lin g  t h r o u g h  e a s te rn  E u r o p e  b e fo re  sh e  g o e s  

b a c k  to  B o s to n  fo r  g ra d u a te  s c h o o l.”
“A re  y o u  g o in g  to  g o  u p  th e re  w it h  h e r? ”
“A m  I? ” I  a s k e d  s m ir k in g ." !  g u e s s  th a t d e p e n d s .”
I w a s  t r y in g  to  a v o id  d e p th  in  th is  c o n v e r s a t io n . I w a n te d  

to  b e d  th is  g ir l  a n d  n e v e r  c a l l  h er, b u t sh e  w a s  te m p t in g , 
d a m n  t e m p t in g  to  b e  m o re . S o m e t im e s  th e  w a y  sh e  w o u ld  
t i lt  h e r  h e a d  re m in d e d  m e  o f  H e le n a . S o m e t h in g  in  th e  c h in ,  
in  th e  I r is h ,  b e h in d  th e  e y e s . It  w a s  s o m e th in g  H e le n a  sa id  
b e fo re  sh e  le ft , s o m e th in g  in  E v e ’s v o ic e  re f le c te d  it. H e le n a  
h a d  s a id  tw o  s ig n if ic a n t  t h in g s  to  m e  at a t im e  w h e n  w e  
w e re  lo o k in g  fo r  e v e ry  w o r d  to  b e  s ig n if ic a n t ,  ju s t  m o m e n ts  
b e fo re  e v e r y t h in g  w a s  to  c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  u s. W e w e re  at 
th e  a ir p o r t  in  th e  e a r ly  m o r n in g  a n d  s h e  h a d  g a th e re d  u p  
h e r  b a c k p a c k  w h e n  th e y  c a l le d  h e r  f l i g h t — sh e  lo o k e d  so  
y o u n g  e v e n  w it h  th o s e  o ld  w e a th e r e d  b r ig h t  e y e s  o f  h e rs . 
A n d  m e lo o k in g  b a c k  at h e r  w it h  m y  b e a t-u p  o ld  s w e a te r  
lo o k in g  a ll c o lle g e  b o y  a n d  s t u p id — firs t  s h e  s a id  th a t sh e  
n e v e r  u n d e rs to o d  a n y  o f  th is  b e tw e e n  u s  a n d  h a d  g iv e n  u p  
t r y in g  lo n g  a go . S h e  a ls o  to ld  m e to k e e p  w r it in g ,  w r it in g  a ll 
th e  t im e  a n d  so  m u c h  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  to  h er, w r it in g  so  m u c h  
th a t I ’d  b e  lo st  in  it. I w a n te d  so  m u c h  to  g e t lo st in  th a t w a y  
a g a in , b u t  w a s  o n ly  lo st  in  th a t o th e r  w a y  o f  la te  n ig h ts  an d  
h a n g o v e rs  a n d  s m o k e . I d id  w r it e  a lo t  in  th e  m o n th s  a fte r  
s h e  le ft . I w r o te  to  h e r  a n d  sh e  to  m e b u t  th e n  sh e  s to p p e d  
a n d  I  n e v e r  re a lly  k n e w  w h y .

“ So  w a s  th is  g ir l  w i ld ? ”
“ N o , s h e  w a s  v e r y  q u ie t , re a l r e f le c t iv e ,” I a n s w e re d  s h a k 

in g  m y  h e a d  th r o u g h  c ig a r e t t e  s m o k e . I to o k  th e  p o r t  fro m  
h e r  a n d  s w a llo w e d  a b ig  g u lp .

“So  I g u e s s  it w a s n ’t a p a s s io n a te  r e la t io n s h ip ,” s h e  s m ile d  
as i f  to  sa y  “I ’l l  s h o w  y o u  p a s s io n  y o u  s o n  o f  a b itc h .  I ’l l  fu c k  
y o u  t i l l  y o u r  e y e s  b le e d .”

I th o u g h t  o f  H e le n a , h e r  o ld  d o rm  ro o m , h o w  s h y  w e  w e re  
at f ir s t  e v e n  t h o u g h  w e  w a n te d  e a c h  o th e r. W e b o th  h a d  
tr e m e n d o u s  p a sts . “It  s ta rte d  o u t shy, I  g u e s s , b u t  it w a s  p a s 
s io n a te , re a lly . I  g u e s s  w e  w e re  a fra id  o f  e a c h  o th e r  fo r  a 
w h ile .”

E v e  lo o k e d  p u z z le d .  “A fr a id ? ” S h e  t o o k  a n o th e r  h it .
“W e w e re  a fra id  o f  g e t t in g  in s id e  o n e  a n o t h e r ’s h e a d  a n d  

f u c k in g  w it h  e a c h  o th e r.”
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“S o  it  w a s  th e  c o m m itm e n t  fa c to r .” 
“N o , it w a s  g e n t le  fear. W e w e re  

a fra id  o f  l iu r t in g  o n e  a n o th e r  b e c a u s e  
w e  h a d  b o th  b e e n  h u rt  in  th e  p a st , I  
g u e s s .”

“Y e a h ,” s h e  s a id  r e a l h u s k y  a n d  
r e f le c t iv e .  “M o st p e o p le  n e e d  to  d o  
th a t m o re  n o w a d a y s .”

“W h a t?  H u r t  e a c h  o th e r? ”
“ N o . B e  a fr a id  to  th e  p o in t  o f  

re s p e c t fu l.”
“G o t  a s t o r y  to  te ll, E v e ? ”
“Is  th a t w h a t  y o u  c a l l  a d ir e c t  q u e s 

t io n ? ” S h e  s m ile d .
“I g u e s s  n o t ,” I  r e p lie d  a ls o  s m ilin g .  I  

w a n te d  h er. S h e  k n e w  it. S h e  w a s  fre s h  
in  a lit t le  b ra tty  g ir l  w a y ; y o u  w a n te d  to 
p u l l  h e r  h a ir  b e c a u s e  y o u  k n e w  th a t 
s h e ’d  a b s o lu te ly  lo v e  it.

So  w e  k e p t  t a lk in g  l ik e  th a t, w a y  in to  
th e  n ig h t  a n d  th e n  w e  w a t c h e d  th e  s u n  
s ta rt  to  p o k e  it s  w a y  u p  a lo n g  th e  e d g e  
o f  J o e  a n d  N a t ’s k i t c h e n  w in d o w . A ll  
n ig h t  w e  w a t c h e d  p e o p le  le a v e , s ta rt 
to  m a k e  it  w it h  o n e  a n o th e r , a n d  w a tc h  
m o re  p e o p le  g o  h o m e . B u t  w e  d id n ’t 
m e s s  a r o u n d , it  w a s  to o  p u r e  a 
m o m e n t , so  w e  sa t th e r e  h u d d le d

u n d e r  th e  b la n k e t  r u b b in g  o u r  fe e t 
to g e th e r .A t  e ig h t  o r  so , I  g o t  u p , h a v in g  
f in a lly  d e c id e d  to  le a v e .

“J u s t  l ik e  th a t, S a l? ” s h e  a s k e d  q u ie tly . 
I  s m ile d  a n d  c r o u c h e d  d o w n . “W h a t 

d o  y o u  m e a n , ju s t  l ik e  that? W e w e re  
u p  a ll n ig h t ,  w e r e n ’t w e ? ”

“S o  t h is  w a s  ju s t  o n e  o f  th o s e  ra n 
d o m , m e a n in g le s s  th in g s ? ”

“L ife  w it h o u t  m e a n in g  o r  p u r p o s e , is  
th a t w h a t  y o u  b e lie v e ? ”

“Y e a h , d o n ’t y o u ? ” S h e  s a id  it  re a l 
in n o c e n t  a n d  lo o k e d  u p  at m e  w it h  b ig  
e y e s  th a t c o u ld  a lm o s t  c r y  i f  th e y  h a d  
a n y  m o re  to  g iv e .  B u t  s h e  d id n ’t a n d  I 
k e p t  t h in k in g ’ “O h  b r o k e n  d o ll ,  d o  y o u  
k n o w  h o w  m a n y  o f  y o u  h a v e  c o m e  to  
m e  b e fo re  yo u ?  I  c a n ’t f i x  y o u , s w e e t ie , 
I  c a n  o n ly  le t  it  g o  a w a y  fo r  a w h ile .  
D o n ’t b e  a n g r y  o r  c ry , o r  e v e n  w a n t  to. 
D o n ’t g o  c ra z y , d o n ’t b e  b itte r , its  ju s t  
th e  w a y  t h in g s  are , d o n ’t lo v e  m e , d o n ’t 
le a v e  m e — ”

S h e  w a lk e d  m e  d o w n s t a ir s  to  lo c k  
th e  f ro n t  d o o r  b e h in d  m e . S u d d e n ly  as 
I  b e n t  d o w n  to  k is s  h e r  o n  th e  c h e e k  
w it h  m y  h a n d s  e n c ir c l in g  h e r  k n o w in g  
b e a u t ifu l h e a d , s h e  g ra b b e d  m e  b y  th e

c o lla r  o f  m y  le a th e r  ja c k e t  a n d  k is s e d  
m e  h a rd  a n d  d e s p e ra te  as i f  to  say, “O h  
C h r i s t  p le a s e  d o n ’t le a v e  m e  n o w  
a lo n e .” I  k is s e d  h e r  b a c k  fo r  a b it  t h in k 
in g  h o w  s h e  d id n ’t k is s  at a ll l ik e  
H e le n a . F in a lly  I  p u lle d  b a c k .

“E v e r y t h in g ’s m e a n in g le s s ,  e h ? ” I 
s m ir k e d  ir o n ic a lly .  “W h a t a c r o c k  o f  
s h it .”

A n d  so  I le ft  th a t m o r n in g , le ft  h e r  in  
th e  d o o rw a y  w it h  m y  s p it t le  d r y in g  o n  
h e r  s w e e t m o u th  a n d  th e  re m n a n ts  o f  
o u r  d e s p e ra te  k is s  o n  o u r  m in d s . S h e  
sta re d  at m e  b la n k ly  f ro m  th e  d o o rw a y  
a n d  I s m ile d  at h er, r u b b in g  m y  h a n d  
a g a in s t  h e r  c h e e k  a f fe c t io n a te ly . 1 le ft  
fe e lin g  as i f  I  h a d  n o t  b r o k e n  a n o th e r  
p r o m is e  to  m y se lf . H e le n a  w a s  s t i l l  o u t 
th e re  a n d  th e  q u e s t io n s  b e t w e e n  us 
w e re  a ls o  s t il l  o u t th e re . 1 h a d  f in a lly  
d o n e  s o m e th in g  h o n o ra b le .

T h e n  I  g o t  h e r  n u m b e r  f ro m  J o e  a 
c o u p le  o f  d a y s  la te r  a n d  a fte r  a lo n g  
d e b a te  c a l le d  h er, th e n  fu c k e d  th e  h e ll 
o u t o f  her. W e w e re  lo n e ly  p e o p le  a n d  
c o u ld n ’t re s is t  t h r o w in g  m o re  m u d  o n  
e a c h  o t h e r ’s so u l.

A n t h o n y  G a r  g i s o



today is the day, that day we wait for
on soap operas, when the sir! wears the white when the
sir!
gets the boy, when they !<iss
and all is bliss, today is the day but
this is not love, today is the day
that they all assemble to witness the union
to witness the union, it is white,
the dress, white as white
snowing skies as white as a blank
page and this is not love
the chanting of priests
drone like tractor trailers (gotta get where they’re going)
but my mind's talking thoughts like,
will I be a good mother or
will I be a good wife or
what do I do after this is all over
and the guests go home to their happy
homes to their happy lives waiting
for another wedding what do I do when
I wake up in the morning to white sheets
and every other morning after
and does my mother know what I'm feeling
and how do I live like this and continue to be myself
and write and this is not love
my Mac cost me three thousand dollars
and I owe another ten
and I want my own home & joint checking account 
I do want to be this woman that can and will and does, 
so I do, I do and when the rice hits 
I'll feel it sting cause
I'm clean and this is all very white and it has to be love

4 * l ^ e

V i c t o r i a  S e r e t i s

r

This lump of 
flesh
excites and sometimes 
it is just
covered and propped 
like a porcelain 
doll
smiling,
with satin
and lace
and wire
metal
holsters
to hold it, to
hold them
in place
smiling,
compliant
instruments for
entertainment purposes
only.
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ULiE T u l i p - W a l s h

" T h e  d o g  h a s  to  g o ,” m y  m o th e r  sa id  fo r  a th ir d  t im e  a n d  a d a m a n tly .
“H a s  to  g o ? ” I  a s k e d  c u r io u s ly .  “H e  d o e s n ’t lo o k  l ik e  h e  h a s  to  g o ,” I  s a id , e x a m in in g  N ic h o la s  as h e  la y  s le e p in g  o n  th e  

s e tte e  o n  h is  b a c k , h is  le g s  a ll a s u n d e r, s n o r in g  lo u d ly  (a s  h e  o fte n  d id  a fte r  a s a t is f y in g  m e a l).
M y  m o th e r  p u t  h e r  h a n d  o v e r  h e r  e y e s  a n d  s ig h e d  c ro ss ly .
“H e  u s u a lly  b a rk s  i f  h e  n e e d s  to  g o ,” I  s a id  in  d e fe n s e  o f  N ic h o la s .
F o r  th e  fo u r th  t im e  m y  m o th e r  s a id , a n d  lo u d ly , “T h e  d o g  h a s  to  g o ! ”
I  s c r a tc h e d  m y  h e a d .
“N ic h o la s ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  to  g o  o u ts id e ? ”
H e  d id n ’t a n sw e r. O n e  e a r l i f t e d  s lig h t ly , a lo n g  w it h  an  e y e b ro w .
“H e  c h e w e d  y o u r  fa t h e r ’s s l ip p e r s ,” m y  m o th e r  s c re a m e d  in  e x a s p e r a t io n .
“W h a t  h a s  th a t g o t  to  d o  w it h  h im  g o in g  to  th e  to ile t? ” I  a s k e d .
“H e ’s g o in g  fo r  g o o d ,” a n d  w it h  th a t m y  m o th e r  s la p p e d  d o w n  an  u n r e c o g n iz a b le  s l ip p e r  o n  th e  k it c h e n  ta b le . I  d o n ’t 

t h in k  s h e  n o t ic e d  b u t  a p ie c e  o f  th e  s a liv a te d  s l ip p e r  le a p t  u p  a n d  fe l l in to  h e r  c u p  o f  tea. I  w a t c h e d  it  s in k  to  th e  b o tto m , 
a n d  w a ite d  fo r  it  to  s u r fa c e , b u t  it  d id n ’t.

“W e ’re a s l ip p e r le s s  fa m ily ,” m y  m o th e r  s h o u t e d  w it h  th e  sa m e  d e s p a ir  y o u  w o u ld  e x p e c t  to  h e a r  in  o n e  w h o  h a s  ju s t  lo st  
t h e ir  h o m e  to  a f ire . “I ’m  s ic k  o f  th is .  Y o u r  fa th e r  is  s ic k  o f  th is .  R o s a l in d ’s s ic k  o f  th is ,” a n d  w it h  e a c h  s ta te m e n t th e  p it c h  
o f  m y  m o t h e r ’s v o ic e  r o s e .“T h e  o n ly  p e r s o n ’s s l ip p e r s  h e  h a s n ’t c h e w e d  a re  n a n n y ’s ! ”

“I  d o n ’t b la m e  h im ,” I  s a id  s h o c k e d . “T h e y  s t in k .”
N ic h o la s  w o k e  u p  w it h  a lo u d  w o o f .T o o  m u c h  ta lk  o f  s l ip p e r s  e x c it e d  h im .
“I t ’s a d is g r a c e ,” m y  m o th e r  s a id  as sh e  s u n k  in t o  h e r  c h a ir  b e s id e  th e  ta b le  a n d  b u r ie d  h e r  h e a d  in  h e r  h a n d s . “W e  a ll 

h a v e  to  w a lk  a ro u n d  th e  h o u s e  in  o u r  o u td o o r  s h o e s .W h a t e v e r  w i l l  th e  n e ig h b o r s  t h in k ? ”
I  th o u g h t  sh e  s o u n d e d  o n  th e  v e r g e  o f  te a rs . I  b r o u g h t  h e r  o v e r  th e  b o x  o f  k le e n e x  a n d  p a tte d  h e r  o n  th e  b a c k . “T h e r e , 

th e re ,” I  s a id , m im ic k in g  m y  fa th e r, u n s u re  o f  w h a t  e ls e  to  d o . M y  m o th e r  c r ie d  v e r y  e a s ily . L a s t  S u n d a y  m y  fa th e r  s a id  th a t 
th e  ro a s t  b e e f  w a s  as to u g h  as an  o ld  le a th e r  c o a t , a n d  m y  m o th e r  c r ie d  fo r  a b o u t  tw o  h o u rs .  I  ju s t  w o n d e r e d  w h a t  d e s 
p e ra te  s itu a t io n  h a d  o c c u r r e d  in  m y  f a t h e r ’s l ife  th a t h a d  fo r c e d  h im  to  h a v e  e a te n  a n  o ld  le a th e r  c o a t .

M y  m o th e r  m a n a g e d  to  re s tra in  th e  te a rs  a n d  p ic k e d  u p  h e r  c u p  o f  tea  a n d  t o o k  a s ip  as i f  to  c o n s o le  h e r s e lf .  T e a  w a s
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v e r y  s o o t h in g  fo r  m y  m o th e r. T h e  a rt o f  m a k h ig  it  w a s  as 
c o m f o r t in g  as th e  a c tu a l d r in k in g  o f  it . I  re a liz e d  th e  im p o r 
ta n c e  o f  th is  o n ly  a y e a r  a g o  w h e n  m y  m o th e r  ra n  o v e r  th e  
n e x t  d o o r  n e ig h b o r s ’ ro se  b u s h  - t h e ir  o n ly  c h i ld ,  as th e y  
h a d  re p e a te d  o v e r  an d  o v e r  a g a in  fo r  a b o u t  a m o n th  - a n d  
w h ile  G e o r g e  a n d  J u n e  a lte rn a te d  b e tw e e n  c lu t c h in g  at o n e  
a n o th e r  a n d  s h a k in g  t h e ir  f is ts  a n d  s c r e a m in g  in  a g o n iz e d  
w a i ls ,  “O u r  b a b y, o u r  b a b y,” m y  m o th e r  c a m e  in s id e  a n d  
c a lm ly  m a d e  h e r s e lf  a c u p  o f  tea, e v e n  g iv in g  it  th e  c u s t o m 
a ry  te n  m in u te s  to  ste w . M e a n w h ile  th e  c a r  w a s  s t i l l  r u n 
n in g , w h ile  lo o k in g  l ik e  D a p h n e , s t u c k  in  so m e  p a r t ia l m eta- 
m o r p h ic  sta g e , a n d  r u b y  re d  ro se  p e ta ls  f lo a te d  o v e r  th e  
f ro n t  g a r d e n , lo o k in g  p r e t ty  fo r  a m in u te  a n d  th e n  lo o k in g  
sa d ly  f in is h e d .T h e  p o lic e  c a m e  a n d  I lo c k e d  th e  d o o r, o u t  o f  
a c e r t a in  lo y a lty  to  m y  m o th e r, a n d  ta lk e d  to  th e m  th r o u g h  
th e  le t t e r  b o x .  I  h a d  to  e x p la in  th a t m y  m o th e r  c o u ld n ’t 
s p e a k  at p re s e n t  b e c a u s e  sh e  w a s  h a v in g  a c u p  o f  tea.

I q u ic k ly  r e a liz e d  th a t m y  m o th e r  w a s  s ip p in g  f ro m  th e  
te a  th a t h a d  th e  p ie c e  o f  s o g g y  s l ip p e r  at its  b o tto m . I  
tu rn e d  to  lo o k  at N ic h o la s  w h o  w a s  la n g u id ly  g r o o m in g  
h im s e lf , q u ite  in n o c e n t , a n d  u n a w a re  o f  h is  a p p r o a c h in g  
re m o v a l fro m  h is  h o m e . R ig h t  n o w  N ic h o la s ’ sa fe ty  w a s  fa r  
m o re  im p o r t a n t  th a n  m y  m o th e r  c o n t r a c t in g  a n y  te r r ib le ,  
e v e n  in c u r a b le , d is e a s e  f ro m  th e  c h e w e d  s lip p e r . It  w a s  b e st 
n o t to  te ll h er, I d e c id e d .

“ N ic h o la s  r e c e iv e s  w e e k ly  p o c k e t  m o n e y ,” I  sa id  h o p e f u l
ly. “H e  c a n  sa ve  it  u n t il  h e  h a s e n o u g h  to  b u y  e v e ry o n e  s l ip 
p e r s .”

“I t ’s n o  g o o d ,” m y  m o th e r  s a id  g ra v e ly , s h a k in g  h e r  h e a d  
b a c k  a n d  fo rth . “H e ’s b e y o n d  h e lp . T h is  fe t is h  h a s  g o n e  o n  
to o  lo n g . Y o u r  fa th e r  s a id  h e ’s a p o d ip h i l l ia c .”

I d id  n o t h a v e  a c lu e  w h a t  th a t m e a n t, a n d  I ’m  q u ite  su re  
m y  m o th e r  d id n ’t e ith e r, b u t  I  d e n ie d  it  a n y w a y .

W e w e re  in t e r r u p t e d  b y  th e  b a d  la n g u a g e  c o m in g  fro m  
m y  s is te r, R o s a lin d , w h o  w a s  u p s t a ir s  in  th e  b a th ro o m . I 
k n e w  th is  m e a n t t r o u b le , b u t I w a s  g la d  o f  th e  d is t r a c t io n . 
M y m o th e r  g o t  u p  fro m  h e r  c h a ir  a n d  w a lk e d  o v e r  to  th e  
b o tto m  o f  th e  s ta irs , b e t te r  to  h e a r  th e  b a d  la n g u a g e  o f  m y  
s is te r. I tu rn e d  to  N ic h o la s  a n d  g a v e  h im  th e  th u m b s  u p . H e  
c o c k e d  h is  h e a d  a n d  s m ile d  w it h  h is  to n g u e  h a n g in g  o u t 
o v e r  th e  s id e . H e  w a s  v e r y  c le v e r , N ic h o la s .  H e  w a s  e v e n  
te le p a th ic .  S o m e t im e s  h e  m is c o n s t r u e d  th e  m e s s a g e . I  t r ie d  
to  s p e a k  w it h o u t  w o r d s  to  te ll h im  to  k e e p  a lo w  p r o f ile ,  b u t  
h e  m is u n d e r s to o d  a n d  m u st h a v e  t h o u g h t  I  sa id  a h ig h  p r o 
f ile , a n d  so  h e  th u m p e d  h is  ta il o n  th e  c o u c h  ra th e r  m a d ly . I 
f ro z e , fe a r in g  th a t th e  a tte n t io n  w o u ld  b e  re tu rn e d  to  h im . 
B u t m e a n w h ile  m y  s is te r  re p e a te d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in , as i f  
s h e  la c k e d  th e  a b il it y  to  t h in k  o f  a n y t h in g  e ls e  to  s a y ,“I  h a te  
h im , h e ’s a b a sta rd .” U n fo rtu n a te ly , o r  fo rtu n a te ly , h o w e v e r  
y o u  w is h  to  lo o k  at it, sh e  w a s  r e f e r r in g  to  m y  fa th e r. W e 
w e n t  t h r o u g h  th is  e v e ry  Su n d a y . M y m o th e r  w a s  a tte m p t in g  
to  p la c a t e  m y  s is te r  b y  s a y in g ;

“Y o u r  fa th e r  is  n o t  a b a sta rd . H e ’s a n n o y in g  a n d  p o tty , b u t 
h e ’s n o t  a b a sta rd . I  h a p p e n  to  k n o w  h is  p a re n ts  v e r y  w e ll ,  
a n d  th e y  b e a r  a s t r o n g  r e s e m b la n c e  to  h im .”

M y  fa th e r  w a s  u p  in  th e  a tt ic , w h e r e  h e  re tre a te d  e v e ry  
S u n d a y  a fte rn o o n  a fte r  h is  o c c u p a t io n  o f  th e  b a th ro o m  th e  
e n t ire  m o r n in g .  H e  w a s  w o r k in g  o n  b u i ld in g  a m o d e l a e ro 
p la n e . N o n e  o f  u s  h a d  se e n  th is  a e r o p la n e  a n d  y e t  h e  h a d  
b e e n  b u i ld in g  it fo r  th e  p a st  tw o  y e a rs . M y m o th e r  s a id  it 
t r u ly  e x is te d . It  w a s  ju s t  th a t o u r  fa th e r  w a s  s lo w  at a c c o m 
p l i s h in g  th in g s . S h e  s a id  it  h a d  ta k e n  h im  s ix  y e a r s  to  m a k e  
m y  s is te r. H e  w a s  a lit t le  fa s te r  w it h  m e ; it  o n ly  to o k  h im

th re e . 1 s u p p o s e  b e c a u s e  I ’m  a lo t  le ss  c o m p lic a t e d  th a n  m y 
s iste r.

I f  m y  fa th e r  e v e r  h e a rd  m y  s is t e r ’s b la s p h e m ie s  h e  n e v e r  
sa id  th a t h e  d id . B u t  i f  h e  d id  h e  p ro b a b ly  w o u ld n ’t h a ve  
a n y th in g  to  sa y  a b o u t  it. H e  n e v e r  s a id  m u c h . O n c e  R o s a lin d  
w a s  c a u g h t  s te a lin g  in  M a rk s  a n d  S p e n c e r s .  S h e  w a s  b ro u g h t  
h o m e  in  a p o lic e  car. H e r  e y e s  w e re  p u ffy . S h e  m u st h a ve  
b e e n  c r y in g  a lo t. S h e  la te r  to ld  m e  th a t sh e  h a d  b e e n  c r y 
in g  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  ta k e n  a w a y  t h in g s  fro m  h e r  p o c k e ts  
th a t sh e  h a d n ’t e v e n  s to le n  at M a rk s  a n d  S p e n c e r s .  S h e  h a d  
s to le n  th e m  fro m  W o o lw o r th s , a n d  th o u g h t  th e y  h a d  a 
c h e e k  c o n f is c a t in g  th e m . W e w e re  a ll at th e  te a  ta b le  w h e n  
th e  p o l ic e  m a n  w a lk e d  in  w it h  m y  s is te r, h o ld in g  h e r  b y  th e  
ear. W h e n  h e  h a d  f in is h e d  t e l l in g  u s  w h a t  m y  s is te r  h a d  
d o n e , m y  m o th e r  b le w  h e r  n o s e  in to  h e r  h a n k y  a n d  so b b e d . 
M y fa th e r  g o t u p  fro m  th e  ta b le  a n d  sa id , “T h e  p ra w n  s a n d 
w ic h e s  a re  g o o d  in  M a rk s  a n d  S p e n c e r s ,  b u t o th e r  th a n  th a t 
I d o n ’t t h in k  m u c h  o f  th e  s h o p .”T h e  p o lic e m a n  n o d d e d  h is  
h e a d . I  s u p p o s e  h e  lik e d  th e  p ra w n  s a n d w ic h e s  to o . M y s is 
te r  w e n t  u p  to  h e r  ro o m  a n d  th re w  a ll h e r  b e lo n g in g s  
a ro u n d  fo r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r, m a k in g  a h e ll  o f  a ra c k e t . M y 
m o th e r  m a d e  h e r s e lf  a c u p  o f  tea. I  w e n t  a ro u n d  to  th e  
n e ig h b o r s ,  w h o  I  fo u n d  o u ts id e  p e e r in g  o v e r  th e  g a rd e n  
f e n c e , a n d  to ld  th e m  th a t m y  s is te r  h a d  b e e n  b ro u g h t  h o m e  
in  a p o lic e  c a r  b e c a u s e  sh e  h a d  u n c o v e r e d  so m e  e s p io n a g e  
a n d  w a s  n o w  a h e r o in e . T h e y  a s k e d  fo r  d e ta ils  b u t I  s a id  it 
w a s  to p  s e c re t . U n fo rtu n a te ly  m y  s is t e r ’s c r im in a l a c t  w a s  
re p o rte d  in  th e  lo c a l  n e w s p a p e r . A t  s c h o o l I  w a s  s n u b b e d  
fo r  a w e e k . I  to o k  to  d e n y in g  th a t I h a d  a s is te r. A  fe w  
m o n th s  la te r  p e o p le  fo rg o t.

M y s is te r  c o n t in u e d  to  s c re a m  a b o u t  th e re  b e in g  n o  h o t  
w a te r. S h e  sa id  th a t h e r  w h o le  te e n a g e  life  w a s  r u in e d  
b e c a u s e  th e re  w a s  n o  h o t  w a te r  to  w a s h  h e r  h a ir  w ith .  M y 
m o th e r  tu rn e d  to  m e  a n d  s a id , “S h e ’s at th a t age .” I  n o d d e d  
m y  h e a d  in  a g re e m e n t a n d  m a d e  a m e n ta l n o te  to  s k ip  th a t 
age  th e n .

T h in g s  w o u ld  b e  e a s ie r  in  o u r  h o u s e  i f  m y  fa th e r  w e n t  to  
c h u r c h  e v e r y  S u n d a y  in s te a d  o f  th e  b a th ro o m . B u t  h e  d id n ’t 
b e lie v e  in  G o d . H e  sta y e d  in  th e  b a th  tu b  fro m  8 u n t il  n o o n , 
s in g in g  V e ra  L y n  s o n g s . It  w o u ld n ’t b e  so  b a d  i f  h e  c o u ld  
a c t u a lly  s in g , b u t  h e  c o u ld n ’t. M y g ra n d fa th e r  sa id  th a t th e  
o n ly  d if fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  m y  fa th e r  a n d  a b r a y in g  d o n k e y  
w a s  th a t i f  y o u  to o k  a s t ic k  to  a d o n k e y  h e  w o u ld  s h u t  u p . 
T h e r e  w a s  n o t h in g  th a t c o u ld  s h u t  m y  fa th e r  u p , b u t  th e n  he 
lo c k e d  th e  b a th ro o m  d o o r, a n d  n o  o n e  c o u ld  g e t in , so  w e  
w o u ld n ’t k n o w  i f  in  d e e d  a b e a t in g  w it h  a s t ic k  w o u ld  m a k e  
a d if fe r e n c e .

A  fe w  m o n th s  a g o  a la d y  d o w n  o u r  ro a d  o ffe re d  to  ta ke  
m e  to  c h u r c h  e v e ry  S u n d a y , a n d  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  c o u ld n ’t g e t 
e x c it e d  a b o u t  s in g in g  s o n g s  o f  p ra is e  to  s o m e o n e  w h o  w a s  
so  o ld , a n d  q u ite  u n in te r e s t in g , it  w a s  an  o p p o r t u n it y  to 
e s c a p e  th e  S u n d a y  s c e n e s  at h o m e . It  d id n ’t la s t lo n g  h o w 
e ve r. I  w a s  a s k e d  b y  th e  v ic a r  n o t  to  c o m e  b a c k . T h e  la d y  
d o w n  th e  s tre e t , h o w e v e r  u se d  th e  w o r d  “b a n is h e d ” w h e n  
e x p la in in g  to  m y  p a re n ts  w h y  s h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  c o m in g  fo r  
m e  a n y m o re , a n d  it  s o u n d e d  a lo t  w o r s e . W h e n  sh e  le ft, m y  
fa th e r  ju s t  sa id  th a t I  w a s  lu c k y  th a t I  at le a st  w a s n ’t se n t 
h o m e  n a k e d  w it h  a o n ly  f ig  le a f  to  c o v e r  m y  p r iv a te  p a rts . 
In  th a t  re s p e c t  th e  w h o le  in c id e n t  d id n ’t se e m  so  b a d ; it  
c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a lo t  w o r s e . M y  fa th e r  th e n  a s k e d  i f  it  h a d  
a n y th in g  to  d o  w it h  m e  e a t in g  s o m e th in g  I  s h o u ld n ’t h a ve . 
I h a d  d e n ie d  it  b u t  fe lt  a lit t le  g u i lt y  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  o n c e  
e a te n  th e  b re a d  w h ic h  w a s  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  th e  f le s h  o f
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C h r is t  a n d  I  w a s n ’t r e a lly  a C h r is t ia n ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  a ll I  w a s  a 
v e g e ta r ia n . I  to ld  h im  th a t it  w a s  b e c a u s e  o n e  S u n d a y  I  
c o u ld n ’t s to p  c o u g h in g ,  th e  n e x t  I  c o u ld n ’t s to p  h ic c u p in g ,  
th e  n e x t  I  c o u ld n ’t s to p  la u g h in g , b u t  as I  w a s  e x p la in in g  h e  
h a d  a lre a d y  lo s t  in te re s t , a n d  w a s  s in g in g  “ ...B e e  B o p  
A lu la . . . .”

“I  h a te  m y  w h o le  fa m ily ,” m y  s is te r  w a s  n o w  s h o u t in g , 
w h ic h  m a d e  a n ic e  b re a k  fro m , “I  h a te  h im , h e ’s a b a sta rd .” 

O n c e  I  h a d  a s k e d  h e r  w h y  sh e  h a te d  m e  a n d  m y  m o th e r, 
w h e n  it  w a s  m y  fa th e r  th a t u se d  u p  a ll th e  h o t  w a te r  an d  
n o t  u s. S h e  h a d  s a id  th a t s h e  h a te d  m y  m o th e r  b e c a u s e  sh e  
m a d e  a p p le  c r u m b le  fo r  th e  tra m p  th a t l iv e d  o n  th e  b e n c h  
o u ts id e  th e  p o s t  o f f ic e , a n d  h a d  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w it h  h im  
a b o u t  th e  r is e  in  th e  c o s t  o f  l iv in g .  A n d  m e , b e c a u s e  I  ta lk e d  
to  th e  m e n ta l p a t ie n ts  fro m  th e  m e n ta l h o s p it a l b y  o u r  
h o u s e . T h e y  w e re  a llo w e d  o u t o n  w e e k e n d s .  S h e  h a d  sa id  
th a t sh e  p a r t ic u la r ly  h a te d  m e  b e c a u s e  I  e v e n  h e ld  o n e  
p a t ie n t ’s h a n d  in  p u b l ic ,  w h o  s h e  h a d  s a id  w o r e  te n n is  
s h o e s  at le a st  th re e  s iz e s  to o  b ig , w it h  a m in i s k ir t ,  a n d  v a r i
c o s e  v e in s .  I  h a d  d e fe n d e d  t h is  m e n ta l p a t ie n t  b y  e x p la in in g  
th a t th e  te n n is  s h o e s  w e re  a g if t  fro m  a b o y fr ie n d  w h o  h a d  
n e v e r  m e t h er, a n d  sa id  th a t m y  s is te r  w o u ld  h a v e  v a r ic o s e  
v e in s  to o  i f  s h e  w a s  7 0  y e a rs  o ld . I  s u p p o s e d  th is  w a s n ’t 
c o n v in c in g  e n o u g h  fo r  m y  s is te r, b e c a u s e  sh e  p u t  h e r  f in 
g e r s  in  h e r  e a rs  a n d  lo o k e d  u p  at th e  c e i l in g ,  a n d  b e g a n  
h u m m in g  th e  d e a th  m a rc h .

N ic h o la s  b r o u g h t  o v e r  h is  le a s h . M y m o th e r  w a s  n o w  
s ta n d in g  at th e  to p  o f  th e  s ta irs , o u ts id e  th e  b a th ro o m  d o o r  
c r y in g ,  a n d  m y  s is te r  w a s  s t i l l  s h o u t in g .  B u t  th e re  w a s  s o m e 
t h in g  d if fe r e n t  a b o u t  t h is  s c e n e  fro m  o th e r  S u n d a y s . M y 
fa th e r  h a d  c o m e  d o w n  fro m  th e  a tt ic , an d  w a s  s ta n d in g  in

th e  s h a d o w s . H e  w a s  w e a r in g  h is  o v e rc o a t.
“I t ’s th e  s l ip p e r s ,” I  h e a rd  h im  s a y  “I f  it w a s n ’t fo r  th e  s l ip 

p e r s . . . ,” h is  v o ic e  tr a ile d  o ff.
I  t h in k  th a t m y  fa th e r  w a s  c o n v in c e d  th a t i f  w e  a ll h a d  

s l ip p e r s  e v e r y t h in g  th a t w a s  w r o n g  w it h  o u r  fa m ily  w o u ld  
b e  r ig h t .  M y  fa th e r  c a m e  d o w n  th e  s ta irs  a n d  le ft  o u t th e  
f ro n t  d o o r. N ic h o la s  lo o k e d  a n x io u s .

“I t ’s o k , b o y ,” I  s a id , b u t  I  k n e w  it  w a s n ’t o k a y  th is  t im e .W e  
le ft  q u ie t ly  o u t  th e  b a c k  d o o r.

B e fo re  m y  fa th e r  h a d  ta k e n  to  s p e n d in g  h is  S u n d a y s  in  th e  
m a n n e r  th a t h e  d id , h e  u se d  to  ta k e  m e a n d  m y  s is te r  to  fo o t
b a ll m a tc h e s , b u y  u s  a b a g  o f  c h ip s  in  n e w s p a p e r , a n d  a c u p  
o f  tea. W e d id n ’t t h in k  m u c h  o f  th e  g a m e , b u t  w e  l ik e d  b e in g  
w it h  o u r  fa th e r. B u t  th a t w a s  a lo n g  t im e  a go .

N ic h o la s  a n d  I  s ta y e d  at th e  p a r k  u n t il  n ig h t  t im e . B e d t im e  
h a d  b e c o m e  o u r  fa v o r ite  t im e . I  w o u ld  t u c k  N ic h o la s  u p  in  
m y  b e d  an d  c l im b  in  b e s id e  h im . I  w o u ld  re a d  h im  a s to r y  
o r  s im p ly  m a k e  o n e  u p .T h e  s to r ie s  w e r e  a lw a y s  a b o u t  d o g s  
o r  c a ts , b e c a u s e  h e  lik e d  th a t. O u r  fa v o r ite  s t o r y  w a s  T h e  
In c r e d ib le  Jo u r n e y .  W e h a d  p la n s  to  g o  o n  o n e  o u r s e lv e s  as 
s o o n  as I  h a d  s a v e d  e n o u g h  p o c k e t  m o n e y  a n d  th e  w e a th e r  
w a s  w a rm e r. N ic h o la s  c o u ld n ’t s ta n d  g e t t in g  h is  fe e t w e t, 
n o r  d id  h e  l ik e  s le e p in g  ro u g h . I  p r o m is e d  h im  th a t w e  
w o u ld  sta y  in  th e  f in e s t  p la c e s  o n ly . S o m e t im e s  I  fo u n d  it 
h a rd  f a l l in g  a s le e p  b e c a u s e  I ’d w o r r y  a b o u t  m y  s is te r  f in d in g  
m y  p ig g y  b a n k  a n d  s te a lin g  th e  m o n e y . A n d  a ls o  N ic h o la s  
s n o re d  a lo t, b u t  I  r e a lly  d id n ’t m in d  b e c a u s e  I  lo v e d  h im .

W h e n  w e  g o t  h o m e  m y  m o th e r  w a s  s t i l l  c r y in g .  S h e  h a d  
a ll th e  s l ip p e r s  th a t N ic h o la s  h a d  e v e r  c h e w e d  lin e d  u p  o n  
th e  k it c h e n  ta b le . I  w e n t  u p  to  m y  ro o m . I  d id n ’t fe e l l ik e  
t e l l in g  N ic h o la s  a s to ry . I  ju s t  h e ld  o n to  h im  a n d  w e p t .
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Ed D av i n

In a dream
my mother has an abortion.
Wearins furry sweaters 
we visit friends in Alabama 
to sleep underneath blankets 
and friendship.
Before then
we had driven around Hylan Blvd 
eating Taco Bell and making fun 
of humble houses with tall front buttresses 
walls and spears high like serious soldiers.
We return.
I am lost inside a dark cave.
Burrito entrails cover me - sticky and warm. 
What do I wear?
She hands me a black sweater and I cover 
the front with brown rice, beans that drip from 
my fingers.
We mourn.
Our limbs are soft and runny
trying to push past thin skin of crust
We know we cannot help but eat ourselves out.
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Should I so
retrieve your dentures
misconceive your ramble
A long agreement
I think I might need them
blue angel
how would I feast
whisking through the bodies
burning my vision
sharpening the eyes of a madman
washing between their toes
back in this hole
again
soaking
the fury of your dreams
defeating your person
how do I relieve this weight
our great
emancipator
gave the word
this monstrous deed
a mass hanging
of forty native men
tormented images
stuck
back in this hole 
with my pride 
again
when business is good
soaking
speechless.

S O A K I N C

D i l l o n  T . De W a t e r s

R ob  R e a l m u t o

r

- 3 ^



N i g k t

- x e a p s

A n o t n e r

Man am I 
beat.
So damn 
spent 
I hardly 
feel
the floor. 
A skull 
crammed 
with sky. 
So lisht. 
So damn 
tired. 
Dead

tired

Can't

keep

from

fall

N i les  E l l i o t  G o l d s t e i n  
E v a n s t o n  1991
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T o m  D e i g n a n

B u t  sh e  d o n ’t se e  it  th a t w a y. S h e  se e s  it  th a t s h e ’s h a d  th e  sa m e  h u s b a n d — a n d  I ’v e  h a d  th e  sa m e  D a d d y — a ll 
a lo n g . B u t  it  a in ’t th e  ca se . A n d  i t ’s g o in ’ to  b e  s o m e  t im e , I  t h in k ,  b e fo re  t h e r e ’s a n y t h in g  I  c a n  d o  a b o u t  it.

T h e  d r iv e  to  th e  p r is o n  ta k e s  a b o u t  3 0  m in u te s , f ir s t  p a s t  th e  r o l l in g  o p e n  f ie ld s  o f  s u g a r  c a n e , a n d  th e n  o v e r  th e  
P o n t c h a r t r a in  C a u se w a y , w it h  L a k e  P o n t c h a r t r a in  o n  e it h e r  s id e  o f  th e  ca r. O u r  h o m e , w h e r e  i t ’s ju s t  m e  a n d  M o m  
n o w , is  o n ly  a fe w  s e c o n d s  r id e  f ro m  th e  h ig h w a y , a n d  la te  at n ig h t ,  in  th e  d a rk , I  c a n  h e a r  th e m  r u m b lin ’ t r u c k s  g o in ’ 
c r o s s  th e  c o u n tr y , d e l iv e r in g  s o m e th in g  o r  o th e r  s o m e w h e r e — m o s t l ik e ly  N e w  O r le a n s — a n d  in  th a t d e e p  p a rt  o f  
th e  n ig h t — th e re  a in ’t n o  s t r e e t lig h ts  w h e r e  w e  a re — I  w is h  I  c o u ld  b e  o n e  o f  th o s e  t r u c k  d r iv e r s .  D r iv in ’ a in ’t h a rd . 
B e fo re  m y  D a d d y  d is a p p e a re d , h e ’d  le t  m e  ta k e  th e  w h e e l o f  o u r  C h e v y  a n d  d r iv e  it  a ro u n d  o u r  h o u s e  w h e r e  t h e r e ’s 
a lo t  o f  d ir t  a n d  o p e n  s p a c e s  a n d  n o t h in ’ to  h it  b u t  th e  th re e  C o l l ie  d o g s  w e  g o t  r u n n in ’ a ro u n d . I  d ro v e  g o o d  I  t h in k , 
a n d  D a d d y  s a id  so . W h a t  m a d e  it  e a s y  is  th a t w e  g o t  a g o o d  a m o u n t  o f  o p e n  s p a c e  o n  o u r  l a n i ^ t  a in ’t a fa rm  o r  
n o t h in ’ , b u t  D a d ’s jo b  p a id  w e ll  e n o u g h . M o m  k e p t  th e  h o u s e  so -so , b u t  th e re  w e r e n ’t a n o th e r  ^ ^ ^ s e  n e x t  to  it  to  
c o m p a re  to  a n y w a y . Y o u ’d  h a v e  to  r id e  m a y b e  f iv e  m in u te s  o f  d ir t  ro a d  ‘fo re  y o u  c a m e  to  so m e ^ stfe e ts , w h e r e  th e  
h o u s e s  are  p lo p p e d  n e x t  to  o n e  a n o th e r  re a l c lo s e  a n d  fa m ily - l ik e . A n o t h e r  t w e n ty  m in u te s  m o r e  ^ind y o u ’d c o m e  to  
to w n , w it h  th e  W a l-M a rt an d  th e  b a r  a n d  th e  g a s  s ta t io n  an d  th e  n e w  7-11 w h ic h  ju s t  o p e n e d  u p .

D a d  e v e n  le ft  m e  a lo n e  o n  h is  m o t o r c y c le  o n c e . A n d  I  ro d e  it  c le a n  to o .
“A i n ’t to o  m a n y  fo u rte e n  y e a r -o ld s  c a n  r id e  a c y c le  l ik e  y o u ,” h e  s a id  to  m e . T h is  w a s  tw o  y e a rs  a n d  f o u r  m o n th s  

a g o , a w e t , w a r m  S p r in g  day, b e fo re  th e  h o t  s u m m e r  b u g s  c o m e  s w a r m in ’ at y o u  o f f  P o n c h a r t r a in  l ik e  r o c k s .
‘B o u t  a m o n th  a fte r  th a t r id e , D a d  t o o k  h is  c y c le  in to  t o w n  “fo r  s o m e  c ig a r e t t e s ,” h e  s a id ,“a n d  to  f i l l  th e  c y c le  w it h  

g a s .” H is  e x a c t  w o r d s .  H e  to ld  m e  a n d  m e  o n ly  “M o m ,” I  s a id , c o m in ’ d o w n  f ro m  u p s t a ir s  a n d  e n t e r in g  th e  k it c h e n . 
I  s to o d  a n d  lo o k e d  at h er, a n d  a ll I  c o u ld  sa y  is , “D a d  d o n ’t s m o k e  c ig a r e t t e s .” I  h e a rd  h im  d r iv e  aw ay.

“M a y b e  h e ’s ta k e n  ‘e m  u p ,” s h e  s a id  s t ra ig h t , a fte r  I  e x p la in e d  to  h e r  w h a t  D a d  h a d  sa id  to  m e . “M a y b e  h e ’s ta k e n  
‘e m  u p  c a u s e  I  n a g  h im  to o  m u c h .” S h e  w a s  w a s h in g  d is h e s  at th e  s in k , a n d  I  d id n ’t k n o w  q u ite  w h a t  to  m a k e  o f  
w h a t  sh e  sa id . B u t  sh e  d id  n a g  h im  a lo t. S h e  w a s  s c r u b b in ’ a n d  s c r u b b in ’ a n d  s c r u b b in ’ th o s e  d is h e s , a n d  th e  s te a m y  
w a te r  w a s  m a k in ’ h e r  fo re h e a d  sw e a t.

T h e y  fo u g h t  a b o u t  d u m b  t h in g s  a n d  M o m  w a s  a lw a y s  n a g g in ’ h im  a b o u t  n e v e r  b e in ’ h o m e . I t ’s th e  w o r k  I  d o , h e ’d 
a lw a y s  re p ly , an d  t h a t ’s th e  t r u t h . I  s ta n d  b y  h im  o n  th a t. H e ’s o n  th e  ro a d  th re e  w e e k s  at a t im e , b u t  I ’m  O K  w it h  
th a t. B u t  M o m  n e v e r  s e e m e d  to  b e .

“M a y b e ,” M o m  c o n t in u e d  fro m  th e  s in k , “m a y b e , h e  a in ’t c o m in ’ b a c k .”
T h e n  sh e  c r o u c h e d  d o w n  a n d  g ra b b e d  m y  s h o u ld e r s  a n d  lo o k e d  in to  m y  e y e s , l ik e  sh e  w a s  w a n t in ’ to  se e  w h a t  

w a s  b e h in d  ‘e m , a n d  sh e  s a id , “Y o u r  D a d d y ’s a h a rd  m a n  to  l iv e  w it h .  I  d o n ’t k n o w  w h a t  y o u  g o t  c o o k in ’ u p  in  th a t 
h e a d  o f  y o u r s , b u t  y o u  b e t te r  k n o w  I ’m  t r y in ’ m y  d a m n e d e s t  to  ra ise  y o u  r ig h t .” S h e  t ig h t e n e d  h e r  g r ip ,  a n d  h e r  
th ro a t  s e e m e d  to  shvit, a n d  a te a r  fe l l o u t  o f  h e r  e y e . “D a m n it .  D a m n it  I ’m  t r y in ’ ,” sh e  sa id .

M o m  c r ie d  a lo t  b u t  s h e  h a d  n e v e r  s p o k e n  l ik e  th a t  b e fo re . H e  a in ’t c o m in ’ b a c k , sh e  h a d  s a id .T h e y ’d n e v e r  ta lk e d
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d iv o r c e  ta lk  b e fo re , a n d  b e s t  as I  c a n  r e c o l le c t  t h in g s  w a s  
O K  re c e n t ly . D a d  h a d  b e e n  h o m e  fo r  a lm o s t  a w e e k , an d  
w a s  p la n n in g  o n  t a k in ’ o f f  o n  a n o th e r  h a u l b e fo re  th e  w e e k  
w a s  over.

B u t  d in n e r  w a s  q u ie t  th a t n ig h t ,  a n d  in  m y  ro o m  I  h e a rd  
th e m  t a lk in ’ a n d  D a d  y e lle d  o n c e . O n ly  o n c e . F e w  m in u te s  
la te r  h e  k n o c k e d  o n  m y  d o o r  a n d  sa id  h e  w a s  g o in ’ “fo r  
so m e  c ig a r e tt e s , a n d  to  f i l l  th e  c y c le  w it h  g a s .” H is  w o r d s  
e x a c t ly , as h e  lo o k e d  r ig h t  at m e.

M o m  w a s  r ig h t .  M y  D a d d y  n e v e r  ca m e  b a c k  th a t n ig h t , o r  
a n y  o th e r  n ig h t .  T h e y  fo u n d  h is  b ik e  a w e e k  la te r, b u t n o  
s ig n  o f  h im . I  a in ’t s e e n  h im  s in c e .  B u t  M o m  h a s. T h a t ’s th e  
b a s ic  p r o b le m  ‘tw e e n  m e  a n d  h e r  n o w . T h e y  fo u n d  so m e  
m a t c h in ’ I .D . ,  th e  p o l ic e  d id , ‘b o u t  a y e a r  a fte r  m y  D a d  w e n t  
fo r  c ig a r e tt e s  a n d  g a s . A  g u y  h a d  it  o n  h im  d o w n  in  N e w  
O r le a n s , w h e n  th e  p o l ic e  b u s te d  h im  fo r  p ic k in ’ u p  a w h o re . 
M o m  t h in k s  th e  g u y  is  m y  D a d . H e  lo o k s  U ke h im  a lit t le , 
b u t w h e n  M o m  d ra g s  m e  to  th e  p r is o n  to  v is it  h im , l ik e  
to d a y, I  see  it  a in ’t h im  m o re  an d  m o re . A n d  I  d o n ’t m e a n  it 
a in ’t h im  b e c a u s e  m y  D a d  a in ’t th e  ty p e  to  ru n  o u t o n  h is  
fa m ily  a n d  ta k e  to  s le e p in ’ ‘r o u n d  w it h  w h o r e s .  T h a t  a in ’t it. 
I t  ju s t  f la t  a in ’t h im .

T h is  g u y ’s fa tte r  to  b e g in  w it h .  D a d  h a d  a lit t le  b it  o f  a 
s to m a c h , b u t  h e  h a d  a b ro a d  c h e s t  to o , b ro a d  a n d  h a rd . T h is  
g u y ’s a ll b e lly . H a i r ’s d a r k e r  th a n  m y  D a d ’s, a n d  h is  v o ic e  is  
d if fe r e n t  to o . B u t  t h e y ’re  th e  sa m e  h e ig h t ,  a n d  th e y  g o t  th e  
sa m e  g re e n  e y e s , o n e s  th a t a re  c le a r  a n d  lig h t ,  a n d  o p e n  u p  
a fa c e , ra th e r  th a n  m a k e  it  m o re  s o lid ,  l ik e  d a rk  e y e s.

B u t o n  t h is — o u r  fo u rth  t r ip — I c a n ’t se e  h o w  M o m  t h in k s  
th is  is  th e  m a n  sh e  w a s  m a r r ie d  to  fo r  s o m e  tw e n ty  y e a rs . It  
a in ’t h im . A n d  I ’ve  to ld  h e r  th is .  S h e  s h o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  g o t 
te n  in v o lv e d  w it h  t h is  g u y  in  th e  f ir s t  p la c e .  S h e  e v e n  sa id  
so  h e r s e lf  a c o u p le  o f  t im e s .

“I  w is h  y o u  w o u ld n ’t p u t  y o u r  fa th e r  t h r o u g h  th is ,” sh e  
s a id  th is  t im e  th o u g h , th e  fat, s te a m y  a ir  r u s h in ’ t h r o u g h  th e  
w in d o w s  o f  o u r  C h e v y .

I ju s t  m u m b le d , as w e  d ro v e  o n to  th e  ca u se w a y .
“It  a in ’t h im  M o m . H e ’s a g u y  w h o  p r o b a b ly  ro b b e d  D a d ’s 

I .D . ,  w h o  lo o k s  a lit t le  l ik e  h im , to o . B u t  it a in ’t h im .”
S h e  s m ile d , w h ic h  w a s  w e ir d  b e c a u s e  at th is  p o in t  sh e  

u s u a lly  g o t a n g ry . S h e  m u s t ’v e  b e e n  in  a g o o d  m o o d  b e c a u s e  
o f  th e  v is i t .T h e n  M o m  s to p p e d  th e  c a r  r ig h t  th e re , r ig h t  o n  
th e  c a u s e w a y , w it h  th e  la k e  a ll a ro u n d  u s, a n d  lo o k e d  at m e, 
a n d  le t th e  c a r s  b e h in d  h e r  h o n k , a n d  p a s s  h e r  u p .

“J im m y . H e  lo v e s  u s. H e ’s s a id  so . H e ’s s a id  h e ’s s o rry , th a t 
h e ’s p a y in ’ h is  p r ic e ,  th a t h is  p a st  h a s  c a u g h t  u p  w it h  h im , 
a n d  th a t w h e n  h e  g e ts  o u t w e ’re  g o n n a . . .w e ll ,  w e ’re  g o n n a  
t r y  a g a in . H e ’l l  p r o b a b ly  b e  o u t  in  u n d e r  a ye ar.”

S h e  w e n t  o n , m o re  s e r io u s .
“J im m y , y o u r  D a d d y  a n d  I  h a d  o u r  s h a re  o f  p r o b le m s . H e  

w a s  a w a y  a lo t  a n d  f r a n k ly  I  d id n ’t t r u s t  h im . I  d id n ’t tru s t  
w h a t  h e  w a s  d o in g  o n  th e  ro a d  a ll th a t t im e . I t ’s c ra z y , b u t 
t h in g s  a re  b e t te r  th e  w a y  th e y  a re  n o w . T h in g s  w o r k e d  o u t 
fo r  th e  b e st. S o , w h e n  y o u r  fa th e r  g e ts  o u t ,” a n d  s h e  s to p p e d  
th e re . S h e  t o o k  a d e e p  b re a th . “I  s t i l l  c a n ’t b e lie v e  th e  so n  
o f  a b it c h  is  in  p r is o n . . . I  c a n  re a lly  p ic k  ‘e m  c a n ’t I? ” S h e  w a s  
q u ie t  fo r  a n o th e r  s e c o n d . “W e ll w h e n  h e  g e ts  o u t  w e ’ll h a v e  
d o n e  a w h o le  c i r c le .  W h e n  h e  g e ts  o u t , h e  c a n  sta rt  f ro m  a 
n e w  b e g in n in g .  W e c a n  a ll u se  a n e w  b e g in n in g  I  t h in k .”

“I t  a in ’t h im  t h o u g h .”
S h e  d ro v e  o n , a n d  I  w e n t  o n  t a lk in ’ .
“M o m m a , th e y  g o t  h im — th e y  g o t  t h is  g u y — fo r  at le a st  

tw o  y e a r s  a lre a d y  o n  th e  p r o s t it u t io n  a n d  b u r g la r y  c h a rg e s

h e ’s a d m itte d  to ...”
“J im m y , le t ’s fa c e  it. Y o u r  fa th e r  w e n t  o f f  th e  d e e p  e n d . It  

h a p p e n s  w h e n  y o u  g e t o ld e r, b e lie v e  m e .”
“M o m .”
“Y e s , J im m y .”
“T h e y  g o n n a  p u t  h im  u p  o n  m u rd e r.”
I  sa id  it  as i f  sh e  d id n ’t k n o w . B u t  sh e  k n e w . S h e  ju st  

s ta re d  o u t o v e r  P o n t c h a rt r a in  a n d  w e n t  o n  d r iv in g ,  m u m - 
b l in ’ a b o u t  h o w  y o u n g  I  w a s .

T h e  g u a r d  at th e  g a te  o f  th e  p r is o n  re m e m b e re d  u s  fro m  
a c o u p le  w e e k s  b a c k , a b ig , fa t w h it e  w o m a n  w it h  to o  m u c h  
m a k e  u p . S h e  s m ile d  at u s w it h  p ity . E v e r y b o d y  at th e  
p r is o n  se e m s to  k n o w  u s. A b o u t  th e  w o m a n  w h o ’s
s t ic k in ’ b y  h e r  h u s b a n d  i n ' } ^ . A b o u t  th a t d a m n  c r o o k  w h o ’s 
p la y in ’ a lo n g , p r e t e n d in ’ h e ’s m y  D a d , p ro b a b ly  b e c a u s e  h e ’s 
g o t  n o t h in ’ b e t te r  to  d o : I  w a s n ’t to o  a n g r y  w it h  th e  gu y , b u t 
I  d id n ’t l ik e  h im  n e ith e r. H e  t o o k  m y  D a d d y ’s I .D . ,  s to le  it 
f ro m  h im , m a y b e  e v e n  k n o c k e d  h im  o n  th e  h e a d  o n c e  o r 
t w ic e .  W e ll, t h a t ’s O K .  F o r  r u n n in ’ o u t D a d  d e s e rv e d  s o m e 
t h in ’ . A n d  I  t h in k  h e  d id  ru n  o u t. T h e  q u e s t io n  is , w a s  h e  
e v e r  g o n n a  c o m e  b a c k .

T w o  c o p s  h a d  c o m e  to  o u r  h o u s e  o n e  day, a n d  M o m  le t 
m e  s it  a n d  lis te n  w h ile  th e y  e x p la in e d  th a t th e y  h a d  a rre s t
e d  th is  g u y  w h o  w o u ld n ’t g iv e  h is  n a m e  b u t  th e y  t ra c e d  th e  
a d d re s s  in  h is  w a lle t  to  o u r  h o u se .

T h e  c o p s  w e re  th e  sa m e  o n e s  w e  h a d  d e a lt  w it h  w h e n  w e  
f i le d  th e  m is s in g  p e r s o n s  re p o r t  o n  D a d . M o m  sta rte d  c r y in ’ 
a n d  th e se  c o p s  h a d  a n  e n d le s s  s u p p ly  o f  p in k  t is s u e s  w it h  
p o c k e t  lin t .  T h e y  s a id  th e y  h a d  a rre s te d  th is  g u y  in  th e  
F r e n c h  Q u a rte r , e ig h t  b lo c k s  fro m  w h e re  th e y  h a d  r e c o v 
e re d  m y  D a d ’s b ik e , a b a n d o n e d  a s e c o n d  t im e , b u t  t h is  t im e , 
s to le n  f ro m  o u r  y a rd  b y  t h is  g u y , th is  th ie f. P o lic e  sa id  th e  
s o n  o f  a b it c h  p r o b a b ly  jo y -r id e d  it  a l l  o v e r  to w n , b e fo re  h e  
w e n t  w h o r in ’ a n d  G o d  k n o w s  w h a t  e lse . T h e  b ik e  p is s e d  m e 
o f f  b a c k  th e n  w h e n  I  h e a rd  a b o u t  it , a n d  sa w  th e  d a m a g e . 
D a m n  b ik e ’s a ll b u t  u s e le s s  n o w . B u t  i t ’s in  th e  b a c k y a rd  
n o w , a n d  I  m a y  ta k e  a w r e n c h  to  it s o m e d a y  ye t.

F ro m  w h a t  th e  c o p s  w e re  s a y in ’ th a t d a y  I  sa w  th e  w h o le  
t h in g  c o m in ’ to g e th e r  a lrea d y. T h e y  h a d  fo u n d  D a d ’s b ik e  
a n d  t h is  g u y  w h o  to o k  it . D a d — m y  D a d d y — w a s n ’t fo im d  
n o w h e r e  y e t. T h e  c o p s  lo o k e d  at e a c h  o th e r  a n d  th e  w h it e  
o n e — th e y  w e re  b o th  th in  m e n , o n e  b la c k  a n d  o n e  w h it e —  
s o le m n ly  a le rte d  u s  th a t th is  m ig h t  b e  a m u rd e r, o r  at le a st 
an  a b d u c t io n . O n c e  th e y  c o n f ir m e d  an id e n t if ic a t io n  o n  th e  
c r im in a l— w h ic h  is  w h a t  th e y  w e re  h e re  f o r — t h e y ’d  k n o w  
m o re . L o c a t in g  m y  D a d , o r  h is  b o d y  i f  th a t w a s  th e  c a s e , 
w e ll ,  I  g u e s s  th a t m a y  c o m e  u p  later. T h e y  w e re  m o re  c o n 
c e r n e d  a b o u t  th e  w h o r e ’s b o d y  n o w , t h o u g h  I  d o n ’t k n o w  
w h y .

T h e y  s p o k e  c o ld ly , th e  c o p s  d id , b u t  it  d id n ’t h u r t  m e  to o  
m u c h , ‘c a u s e  it  w a s n ’t h u r t fu l th e  w a y  th e y  w a s  t a lk in ’ . It  
w a s  r e a l.T h is  w a s  n e c e s s a r y .T h e s e  c o p s  k n e w  th is  h a d  to  be 
to ld  to  u s, a n d  w e  h a d  to  h e a r  it.

M o m  h a d  b e e n  c r y in ’ h a rd , ju s t  l ik e  w h e n  w e  re p o rte d  to  
th e se  tw o  th a t D a d  h a d  n o t  c o m e  b a c k  fro m  h is  c ig a r e tte s  
a n d  g a s  t r ip .  H u r t s  to  see  h e r  c r y  l ik e  th a t. It  h v irts  m e  a lo t. 
T h e  b la c k  c o p , w h ile  th e  o th e r  w a s  t a lk in ’ , c a s u a lly  re a c h e d  
in to  a fo ld e r  a n d  p la c e d  a p h o to  o f  th is  b a sta rd  o n  th e  ta b le . 
T h e  o th e r  c o p  sa w  th is  a n d  m e n t io n e d  th a t p e o p le  s o m e 
t im e s  l ik e  to  k n o w  w h a t  th e  m u g  s h o t  lo o k e d  lik e .

“T h a t ’s m y  h u s b a n d ,” M o m  s a id  c a lm ly , o f  th e  p h o to . I  sa w  
im m e d ia te ly  th a t it  w a s n ’t m y  D a d d y , a n d  th e  c o p s  w e re  
s ile n t .

r J.
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“M a ’a m ? ”
S h e  s h o o k  h e r  h e a d  a g a in , a n d  b r o u g h t  h e r  h a n d  u p  to  h e r  

m o u th . I  c o u ld n ’t te ll w h a t  sh e  w a s  f e e l in ’ .W h a t  w a s  sh e  
s e e in ’ in  th is  g u y ?

T h e  c o p s  re m a in e d  s ile n t  a n d  M o m  p ic k e d  u p  th e  s l i c k  
p h o to  a n d  s ta re d  at it.

“O h  m y  G o d ,” sh e  s a id  a lo u d , q u ie tly . “I t ’s h im . . . i t ’s r e a lly  
h im .. .”

“J im m y  is  s t i l l  a n g r y  a b o u t  th e  m o t o r c y c le  I  t h in k ,” M o m  
w a s  s a y in g  to  h im . T h e r e  h e  w a s . T h is  g u y  w h o  w a s  svip- 
p o s e d  to  b e  m y  D a d . I  lo o k e d  at h im  a n d  th o u g h t  h e  m ig h t  
n o t  o n ly  b e  a n  im p o s t o r  b u t  a m u rd e r e r  to o . H e  m a y  h a v e  
ta k e n  m y  D a d ’s l i f e — I  d o n ’t k n o w  fo r  s u re  y e t, b u t  i f  a n y o n e  
d id , h e ’d  b e  th e  o n e .

“I  t h in k  it  s t i l l  w o r k s ,” h e  s a id , t h r o u g h  th e  g la s s , c lo th e d  
in  a gray, r u m p le d  b o d y  s u it . H e  lo o k e d  o n ly  at M o m  th e  
w h o le  t im e , s p e a k in g  v e r y  ra p id ly , u n lik e  D a d , w h o  s p o k e  
s m o o th ly  a n d  so ftly . In  th e  p a s t  w e ’d se e n  h im  fa c e  to  fa ce , 
a n d  th e y  e v e n  k is s e d  o n c e . T h is  s o n  o f  a b it c h  k is s e d  m y  
M o m , k is s e d  a n o th e r  m a n ’s w o m a n , m y  D a d ’s w o m a n . B u t  
to d a y  h e  w a s  b e h in d  th e  g la s s .

“W e ll,” sh e  r e p lie d , “I ’v e  h e a rd  J im m y  sa y  m o re  th a n  o n c e  
h e ’s t h in k in ’ o f  t a k in ’ a w r e n c h  to  th e  t h in g .”

T h e y  w e n t  o n — t h is  g u y  ju s t  r o l ls  r ig h t  a lo n g  w it h  e v e r y 
th in g , s l i c k  as a d a m n e d  f is h — a n d  h e  n e v e r  lo o k e d  at m e . 
H e  w a s  g e t t in ’ th e  h in t  I  d id n ’t l ik e  h im  th o u g h , th a t I  saw . 
T r o u b le  is . M o m  n e v e r  s a w  th r o u g h  h im . M o m  r e a lly  w a n te d  
u s  to  b e  a f a m ily  a g a in . S h e  g o t  a w a y  b y  s a y in ’ th a t it  w a s  
h e r  r ig h t  to  v is it  a n y o n e  sh e  w a n te d . S h e  to ld  th e  p o lic e  
s h e  w a s  t a lk in ’ to  t h is  g u y  so  th a t h e ’d  e v e n tu a lly  c o n fe s s  to  
h e r  w h a t e v e r  it  w a s  h e  d id . B u t  in  tr u th , th e y  a ll k n e w  sh e  
r e a lly  t h o u g h t  th a t h e  w a s  ju s t  so m e  in n o c e n t  v ic t im  in  a ll 
th is . T h e y  w o n d e r e d — H k e  m e  I  g u e s s — w h y  o n  e a rth  sh e  
k e p t  o n  c o r n in ’ .

“C o m e  o v e r  a n d  ta lk  to  y o u r  fa th e r ,” s h e  s a id  to  m e , 
s t a n d in ’ a n d  le t t in ’ m e  s it  fa c e  to  fa c e  to  t h is . . . t h is . . .c r o o k ,  I  
g u e s s . I  d o n ’t k n o w  w h a t .  W h a t  d o  y o u  c a l l  a m a n  lo w  
e n o u g h  to  p re te n d  h e ’s y o u r  D a d ?  C r o o k  I  g u e s s . A  g o d 
d a m n  c r o o k  a n d  t h ie f  a n d  m u r d e r e r  a n d  b a sta rd .

“I ’m  s o r r y  a b o u t  a ll th is ,” h e  s a id  to  m e , l ik e  h e  w a s  a p o l-  
o g iz in ’ fo r  s p i l l in ’ a l it t le  c o ffe e  o n  m y  s h ir t  o r  s o m e t h in ’ .

“W h a t ’s m y  n a m e ? ” I  a s k e d  h im .
T h e  so n  o f  a b it c h  la u g h e d , a n d  M o m  w a s  a p p a lle d . 
“D id n ’t I  te ll  y o u  n o t  to  p u t  y o u r  fa th e r  t h r o u g h  th is ? ” 
“M o m  s a id  it  b e fo re . A l l  y o u ’d  b e  d o in ’ is  r e p e a t in ’ it. 

W h a t ’s m y  n a m e ? ”
“J im m y ! ” M o m  s a id  to  m e  in  a n ge r, a n d  I  lo o k e d  at h e r  a n d  

th e n , l ik e  a m ir ro r , in to  t h is  g u y  w it h  th e  sa m e  e y e s  as m y  
D a d , w h o  h a d  th e  sa m e  e y e s  as m e.

“J im m y ” h e  s a id , “W h y ’s y o u  d o in ’ th is  to  m e .”
M o re  p ro o f , I  t h o u g h t  to  m y se lf . D a d  n e v e r  s a id  n o t h in ’ as 

s t u p id  as “W h y ’s.”
It  w a s  a ll s i le n c e  in  th e  c a r  o n  th e  w a y  h o m e . M o m  sa id  

n o t h in ’, c o m in ’ o u t  o f  th e  p r is o n ,  o v e r  th e  c a u s e w a y , or, w ith  
th e  s u n  s e t t in g , as w e  p a s s e d  th e  c a n e  f ie ld s .  I  le t  m y  m in d  
w a n d e r , o u t o v e r  th e  h o t  la k e  a n d  in to  th e  a ir  b lo w in ’ 
th r o u g h  th o s e  f ie ld s .  T h e  w a y  I  see  it , t h e y  s h o u ld  p u t  th is  
g u y  u p  fo r  m u r d e r in ’ D a d . B u t  I  h o p e  h e  d id n ’t d o  it , o n ly  
b e c a u s e  I  t h in k  D a d ’s s t i l l  o u t  th e re  s o m e w h e re  fo r  m e  a n d  
M o m . I ’m  o n ly  1 6 ,  so  I ’ll  f in is h  o u t  h ig h  s c h o o l,  b u t  o n c e  
I ’m  d o n e  th e re . I ’m  c le a r in ’ o u t. I  d o n ’t k n o w  w h a t  e x a c t 
ly  I ’l l  d o . I  a in ’t g o in ’ to  c o lle g e .  W e  n e v e r  h a d  th a t m u c h  
m o n e y . I ’ll  jo in  th e  a rm y, i f  t h e y ’l l ta k e  m e  w it h  a ll th e  c u t 
b a c k s , o r  m a y b e  I ’l l  lo o k  fo r  a jo b  o u t  o f  to w n . L o o k  fo r  a 
t r u c k  d r iv e r ’s jo b  m a y b e . T h a t ’d  b e  g re a t . T h a t ’d b e  so  g re a t 
i t ’d  m a k e  m e  c ry . M a y b e  I ’l l  e v e n  ta k e  a w r e n c h  to  th a t b ik e  
a n d  ta k e  o ff. I  ju s t  c a n ’t b e  s t a y in ’ h e re  w it h  M o m  i f  s h e ’s 
g o n n a  b e  l ik e  t h is  t h o u g h . T h a t ’s fo r  d a m n  s u re . S h e ’s b lin d .  
S h e  c a n ’t e v e n  see .

I  g u e s s  I ’ll se t o u t  a n d  f in d  m y  D a d  a n d  m a k e  a l ife  o n  m y  
o w n . I t ’s to o  d a m n  e a r ly  to  d o  it  ju s t  n o w , a n d  I  c o u ld n ’t 
a n y w a y . I ’d  g e t  h a ra ss e d  f ir s t  o f  a ll.  B u t  a ls o , I  ju s t  d o n ’t 
t h in k  I  c o u ld  a c t u a lly  d o  it. I  d o n ’t t h in k  I  c o u ld  l iv e  w it h 
o u t  m y  M o m  ju s t  y e t. I t ’s h u r t in ’ m e  s e e in ’ h e r  l ik e  th is .  I t ’s 
h u r t in ’ m e  w ild .  B u t  I  c a n ’t liv e  w it h o u t  m y  D a d  e ith e r. I 
fe e l s p l it  in  tw o . So  I ’l l  g o  f in d  h im . O u t  th e re . A n d  w h e n  I 
d o , h is  c y c le  w i l l  h a v e  a f u l l  ta n k  a g a s , a n d  I ’ll p la c e  in  m y  
D a d ’s h a n d  o n e  p a c k  o f  g o d d a m n  c ig a r e tt e s . A n d  I ’l l  p u t  it  
to  h im  s tra ig h t , I ’l l  s c o ld  h im , a n d  I ’l l  a s k  h im ,“W h e r e ’d y o u  
go? Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  d o n e ? ” A n d  I ’ll h o p e  in  m y  h e a d  
th a t h e  a n d  M o m  c a n  se tt le  t h e ir  d if fe r e n c e s .  W h a te v e r  th e y  
are.

D e a n  
D E C A P R 1 o
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Not many, if any people I know can relate 
To having slept on a puny ship that lay

Becalmed on a glassy smooth summer sea.

You feel faint as you look aloft with a million
Worlds surrounding the gentle swells that lift 

Up your flimsy barque of security.

The sky pulls at you so don't let go, hold 
Tightly to a grommet as the stars beckon

Coyly for you to join their infinite domain.

Hostility lies above and below the fragile deck 
You rest upon.

Fathoms of sea, fathomless skies each claiming 
its own part.

You lie suspended between the two in that thin 
Layer friendly to man.

To find death look no further than a few feet 
Starboard or a few feet port.

The vapors reclaim their own in this realm 
Absent land.

Drift on and succumb to the sweet depths of sleep 
For your dreams will become your savior.

D o l d r u m s
W i l l i a m  T e a g u e

n s w e r  
e n c e

) A M E S B I G H A M

The typical sigh of slow drafts
Over the corpses of dead roses
Stirs not the inertia long since acccepted
As a way of unlife in the land of unliving
Involuntary gestures become cryptogram seance
Speak to the dead about lost love of language
What was never said, never was
Though the eyes of ghosts will forever witness
They will merely play as shadows at the corners
Of our tongues, sending inflective nuance
Hints and lisps and stuttering waltz
They lend doubts among the unceasing intercourse
As to the nature of eternity
Instill the fear of ending despite
All the evidence to the contrary
Or, worse still
In those whose tongues hide in utter dark 
Where curtained lips dare not part 
And shed light through yellowed boards 
Dare not strike the pimpled heart of speech 
They become corporealized sound companion 
Affirming ever on as long as speech is stilled 
They exist as answers to silence

r A
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he o f ten  s ta n d s  on  s u n - b le a c h e d  shelves  
a n d  looks u p o n  still p o o ls ,
Sathering calm  re f le c ted  leaves 
a n d  b lo a t e d  insects , p r e s e rv e d  a n d  d e a d  
w h ile  s c ream s  e n h a n c e  th e  s i len ce  in his h e a d ,  
a n d  d re a m s  o f  breaking the  su rface  
w ith  an e x p lo s iv e  g u lp  -

He leaves th e  cries at th e  th re sh o ld  
a n d  all is u n d e rw a te r  z e n  o f  nothing, 
h e  is u nderw a te r .

Thin films o f  b u b b l e  w h i te  on  his legs, 
like spark les  in th e  night air, 
rise to  m e e t  th e  last o f  th e  s o u n d s  a b o v e  
w h o s e  e c h o e s  still ring a n d  string 
a n d  b e a t  th e  d ru m s  o f  n u m b e d  ears.

He w ish e s  th em  a w ay  a n d  th ey  leave 
like strangers  s h u n n e d  from a q u ie t  d o o r s t e p ,  
h e ’s w a tc h in g  th em  in s lo w -m o t io n  float, 
a l low ing  ange lic  lines o f  w h i te  sun 
to  filter th rough  to  his s q u in te d  eyes  
from their c u rv e d  p a th  after th e  b reak  
on  th e  lid o f  his a q u a t ic  c h am b er ,  
this beautifu l w a l le d  p o o l  o f  things.
The d r a w  of his high c h eek s  are  visible , 
w h i te  c lay  on  e i th e r  s id e  o f  h id  n o se  
as he  c o m e s  to  a full lotus at th e  b o t to m .

all is as it s h o u ld  b e ,
save  th e  strain of  his lungs -
he  cu rse s  th e  e n d  to  all g o o d  things
th e  e v a n e s c e n t  na ture  of  man
th e  lost w o m b
th e  inev itab le  t o m b
a n d  in b e tw e e n ,  th e  stifling tw ists
o f  halls a n d  floors a n d  room s.

A n d  p u sh in g  off in resignation,
chin  stra ight up , arms at his s id e s ,
th e  last o xygen  cou rs ing  from his nostn ls ,

he  bu rs ts  th e  invisible line o f  w a te r
into a d e lu g e  o f  s o u n d  a n d  c lea r  sight.,
a l re a d y  in p re p a ra t io n
for a s e c o n d  s u b m e rg e ,
for he  know s th e  air is d e a th ,
a n d  only  w a te r  is b rea th .

A d a m  T a m a r k i n

i r Jl
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W h a t  i f  t h e y  k n e w ,  these
sun-skinned

chaps?
What pleasure ‘waits 

these 
lads of mine... 

when
eager mouths do long 

to taste 
smooth,salty 

skin
of summertime.

Then tenderly would 
hearts unfurl 

to
simple pleasures 

now 
at hand... 

in sunsets, where 
two bodies 

melt 
into each other 

on 
the sand.

L . D E L F I N o

P i c k a x  
H a r m o n y

B r i a n  
E L U LOV I c H

I go along filled,
easy and unassuming I ride,-
Stretching a leg if I feel to
Wiping a sweat
if I have to
taking small drink before returning 
to chip these perspirous walls- 
Working, I don’t remember not loving 
though sure of lapses I recall 
some persistent lampblackened groan 
frightening its way along the dirt here,- 
now adversary now 
cohort soaring coalrock 
tunnels into a vault deposit- 
Diamond lined garnet and light 
Uncovering 
I sit in your crevices 
you in mine.
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Until We Climax... 
to ourselves.

Makins love 
with oneself.
Findins oneself intertwined 

for its own risht.
Feeding,

Hunting,
becomes more difficult, 

each painstaking step 
Carefully,

Slowly,
as we begin our ascent.

Twisting and writhing in agony 
up the fragmented edges, 

trying to slither its way 
In a turbulent frenzy 

as we do
the jump rope oscilates 
Untainted,

Innocence,
Watching them jump rope.

Motionless,
Standing,

and
eventually
dissipate

into
nothingness.

K e r r i  D e i t c h
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O n  th e  C h r is t m a s  E v e  r ig h t  a fte r  J o h n  L e n n o n ’s Hfe w a s  ta lcen, it  w a s  c o ld ;  a n  o b liv io u s  d a rk n e s s  j im m ie d  a ro u n d  
th e  e d g e s  o f  th e  s tre e t l ig h t s  a n d  s tre e t life . T h e r e  w a s  a h a u n t in g  in  e v e r y  s u p e r f ic ia l  s p a r k le  o f  g o o d  ch e e r. I  
w a s  in  a ro o m  o n  S tra n d e d  Is la n d , to p  f lo o r , n o  h e a t. I  d re a d e d  g o in g  b a c k  th e re . T h e  F e r r y  r id e  is  2 0  m in u te s  o f  

n o n -d ir e c t io n ;  a c o n f o r m in g  jo u r n e y  a c r o s s  th e  S t y x .T h e  N e w  Y o r k  P o st  w a s  s c a tte re d  e v e r y w h e r e  w it h  p ic t u r e s  o f  a d e a d , 
m u rd e r e d  J o h n  L e n n o n  r e s t in g  I  h o p e  in  p e a c e  o n  a m o rg u e  s la b . T h is  is  w h a t  th e  l it te r  in  H e l l  lo o k s  l ik e .  T h e s e  h o lid a y s  
s u c k  b e c a u s e  m is e r y  is  fo r b id d e n . I  fo r c e d  th e  is s u e  o f  C h r is t m a s  o n  e v e ry b o d y , in s is t in g  w e  p u l l  n a m e s  a n d  b u y  p re s e n ts . 
W e h a d  a p a r t y  at th e  c lu b . A  lit t le  C h r is t m a s  tre e  o n  th e  p ia n o , so m e  fo o d  o n  a p la te . W e w e re  a fa m ily . M ic h a e l d id n ’t 
s h o w  u p , so  th e  p in t  o f  J o h n n y  W a lk e r  R e d  w h ic h  I  b o u g h t  fo r  h im  fe l l r ig h t  at h o m e  in to  th e  p o c k e t  o f  m y  p e a c o a t. S o o n  
e v e r y b o d y  g o t  to  g o  h o m e , a n d  I ’d  b e  o n  m y  o w n . N o t  a g o o d  th in g . I  a lr e a d y  s p e n t  y e s t e r d a y ’s p a y  o n  a ro o m  at th e  Y  fo r  
a h o t  s h o w e r  a n d  w a rm  s le e p  a n d  to  a v o id  th a t f u c k in g  b o a t r id e . A l l  I  h a d  w a s  th e  J o h n n y  W a lk e r  a n d  a p o o r  s e n s e  o f  d is -

m b k e
V i n c e n t  V ok

to r te d  d ir e c t io n .  I  w o u ld  w a lk  d o w n  M a c d o u g a l a n d  m a k e  a le ft  o n  B le e c k e r  o n  d o w n  to  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  w o r ld .  D e a th  
h a d  a lr e a d y  p u lle d  u s  o v e r, a n d  I  w a s  t ire d . It  w a s  in  m y  c o a t  a n d  a ro u n d  m y  c o lla r .  It  w a s  in  m y  p o c k e t .  It  s c a re d  m e  to 
t h in k  a b o u t. I  t h o u g h t  a lo n g  th a t e d g e . I  w a s  le a n in g  o v e r  lo o k in g  d o w n .

A s  w e  w e re  le a v in g , I  w e n t  in t o  th e  k i t c h e n  a n d  o n  im p u ls e  s h o v e d  a ll th e  s ilv e r w a r e  th a t w o u ld  f it  in to  m y  s le e v e . 
I  s h o o k  J o e ’s h a n d , w is h e d  h im  M e rry  C h r is t m a s  a n d  le t  th e  fo r k s  a n d  k n iv e s  a n d  s p o o n s  fa ll o u t, a c la s s ic  H a r p o  M a rx  ro u 
t in e . W e w e re  a ll o n  th e  f lo o r  h y s t e r ic a l.

S o o n  I  w a s  a lo n e  in  f ro n t  o f  th e  c lu b ,  t h e ir  la u g h t e r  fa d in g  o f f  to w a r d s  t h e ir  h o m e s . I  c r a c k e d  o p e n  th e  J W  a n d  to o k  
a g o o d  lo n g  d r in k .  T h e  w a r m t h  a n d  g o o d  c h e e r  s o a k e d  e v e r y  f ib e r  a n d  n e r v e . I  s h iv e r e d  a n d  s ta rte d  w a lk in g .  I  w a lk e d  in  
c i r c le s  a ro u n d  th e  b lo c k s ,  s t o p p in g  in  d o o r w a y s  to  le a n  a n d  w a tc h . I t h in k  I  s a w  M ic h a e l M a n n  th a t n ig h t  - so m e  m a n g le d  
e lf  o f  S a n ta ’s f ir e d  lo n g  a g o  fo r  la u g h in g  at th e  w r o n g  t h in g .  I  w a s  w r it in g  s o m e t h in g  o n  s o m e  p e ic e  o f  p a p e r. B a c k w a r d s  
I  w r o te  s o m e th in g  c a l le d  “th e  B la d e  w i l l  D a n c e ” . It  w a s  a s u ic id e  n o te . M ic h a e l a lw a y s  c o u ld  re a d  m y  m in d . W e  t h r e w  h is  
d o u b le s p e a k  b a c k  a n d  fo r th  fo r  a w h i le  a n d  h e  d is a p p e a r e d  t h r o u g h  s o m e  c r a c k  in  m y  m e m o ry . I  w a s  n u m b  b y  th e n , a n d  
d r in k in g  h a rd , w a it in g  to  fa ll, a n d  sta y  th e re  t i l l  m o r n in g  o r  d e a th . I  w a lk e d  u p  S u ll iv a n  to  W a s h in g to n  S q u a re  P a rk . 
K a t h le e n  e n te re d  m y  m in d  b r ie f ly ,  b e c a u s e  o f  it . M y  h e a d  w a s  d o w n  a n d  it  w a s  s n o w in g .  I  h e a rd  a v o ic e  c a l l  o u t “S m o k e . 
S m o k e .” W a lk  t h r o u g h  a n y  p a r k  in  N e w  Y o r k  C it y  a n d  y o u  h e a r  th a t sa m e  c a ll;  th e  sa m e  g u y , e v e r y w h e r e  at th e  sa m e  t im e . 
I  d id n ’t w a n t  to  s m o k e . I  h a d  n o  m o n e y , a n d  th e  s t u f f  y o u  b u y  in  th e  p a r k  s o m e t im e s  w a s n ’t re a l. “S m o k e . S m o k e .” it  s a id  
a g a in . W o r k in g  o n  C h r is t m a s  E v e , is  w h a t  I  th o u g h t .  T h e n  I  fe lt  p e o p le  r u n n in g  a ro u n d , a n d  m y  v is io n  g o t  h a z ie r . W h e n  I 
h e a rd  th e  s ire n s , I  lo o k e d  u p , a n d  sa w  th e  f la m e s  s h o o t in g  o u t  o f  th e  w in d o w s .  S m o k e  fo r  re a l, I th o u g h t .  I w a t c h e d  fo r  a 
w h ile ,  h o p in g  e v e r y o n e  w a s  d o in g  t h e ir  jo b . M y  fa c e , m y  e y e s , m y  s to m a c h , m y  th o u g h t s .  E v e r y t h in g  w a s  b u r n in g .  T h e  
f la m e s  s c re a m e d  o n  t h e ir  o w n  te rm s , th e  s n o w  w a s  f a l l in g  g e n tly . I  tu rn e d  a w a y  a n d  w a lk e d  in to  th e  sn o w . I  w a s  c o ld  
a g a in , a n d  n e e d e d  to  see  s o m e b o d y . I  w a s  r u n n in g  o u t. I  w a lk e d  in to  K e n n y ’s C a s ta w a y s . T h e y  w e re  a re a l c lu b  a n d  sta y e d  
o p e n . I  fo rg e t  w h o  w a s  p la y in g .  S o m e b o d y  w a s  a lw a y s  p la y in g .  A t  th a t t im e , i f  y o u  w e re  p la y in g  th e  V i l la g e ,  I  k n e w  y o u , 
a n d  y o u  k n e w  m e . W e w e re  a fa m ily . I  sat d o w n  at th e  b ar, a n d  th e  b a r te n d e r  g a v e  m e  a d r in k ,  f ro m  o n e  d o w n t r o d d e n  c lu b  
e m p lo y e e  to  a n o th e r . I  s m ile d  a n d  th a n k e d  h im . S w a llo w in g  it , I  c h o k e d . I  r e m e m b e r  h o w  it  b u r n e d , g o in g  d o w n  c r o o k e d  
l ik e  th a t. E l io t  s a w  m e . It  w a s  h e  th a t m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  p la y in g  th a t n ig h t .  H e  h a d  a n  a p a rtm e n t  w it h  h is  b r o t h e r  G r e g  in  
B r o o k ly n .  H e  s a w  m e  fo r  w h a t  I  w a s  th e n . H e  p u lle d  m e  h o m e  w it h  h im . W e d r a n k  s o m e  m o re , w a t c h e d  s o m e  T V  a n d  
c r a s h e d . C h r is t m a s  m o r n in g  I  c o o k e d  e v e r y o n e  b re a k fa s t , o u t  o f  g o o d  c h e e r, f r ie n d s h ip ,  a n d  a s e c re t  g ra t it u d e  fo r  t h is  m a n  
w h o  sa v e d  m y  life .

L ife  ru n s  w id e ,  a n d  a ll  th e  w a y  t h r o u g h . It  ta k e s  a d e e p , s h a r p  e ffo r t  to  e n d  it. P u re  le v e ls  o f  t h o u g h t  m u s t  f ir s t  d is 
in te g ra te . I t  h a p p e n s .
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She didn't keep up with shavins her arm pits.
It is no wonder, why should she care
15,000 kilometers from home, what’s a little hair?
Instead her sand speckled feet rest
on the carpet of my rented mirage as I sped
past waving palms on the road to Key West.

Between two bodies of water with just enough space 
for us to slip by, unnoticed - a breath- steering 
a straight line I saw no less than a sleeping woman 
her hair fell in the fashion of that moment 
her body stretched careless across the front seat 
when her sight lent harmony to my eye.
Within the blur of that scene, I chased that road’s beat 
until the measure of miles composed a woman 
whose breath seemed to need, know more than salt air. 
i, I could not have dreamed of her presence there 
for unlike so many seconds she came to me first 
with a touch deeper than any space, I am aware.

A n d r e w  W i n t e r s

e v e r v ^ a v ' s  R e ig n
J o h n  K o t s a y

Tomorrow’s gathering hasn’t been planned.
And the lights have stopped before the Sun.
The morning frost has yet to be seen
And the streets are slick with uunwarmed cold.
The grass and trees sleep seasons away.
And the birds still fly the pleasant airs 
Where a brilliant day waits for dinner-time rain 
And the green waters wash the white shores clean 
Where a lone rose grows through time and wind,
Defying nature and the natural way
Like a lone bird singing louder than a passing flock.
I know her and talk to her
And earn/ her through the back of my mind.
Because I know that the lonely flower gathers moss most 
And the beautiful song settles falsely on the deaf.
So I invent and urge some promise me way 
As everyday stops to fathom the possibilities.

T  k I r  ^
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A n t h o n y  G a r g i s o





Safe sround constitutes the way 
in the open line, the open idea.

There should be no wall. 
There should be no fear. 

He held on to the moment 
D i a n e M i l l e r  it; fgii; good to hold someone’s hand,

and the crowd wore spectacles 
low down on the nose, 

reviewing 
the soft sculpture 
pastels 
acid rain 
and the rose.

He took a seagull.
He took a stand

moving in and out of
what they said he should have planned
and the choice of the rose
fell into what he came to know.

He was not a fighter
so he took two strokes on the canvas
in blue,

and said, “The interpretation of the Painting’s in you."

^ a m
I am not my mother.
I am a woman
who loves men, but no man 
as I have been 
parted and drowned
in the same wine-blue sea. V e r a  S a v e r i n o

I am not your baby— 
only my mother’s...
Neither of you will cradle 
my soul or undress my skin 
that pours me
into these comfortable shoes.

I am not your mouth
that drags in dirt
for the loosening of a laugh
or a stretch, for your oversized tongue.
I am too big to be carried.

T  i r  d c\
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Submit your visual art, your written word or your typograpliy to:
T h i r d  Rai l  

2800 Victory Blvd. Bldg 1-C Room-231 
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