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Editor-in-chief

f  V W /  BURNING BRA WAS A FINE AND RELE- 
VANT SYMBOL FOR FEMINISM CIRCA 1965. 

In te re s tin g ly  en o u g h , it w as also a t a b o u t th is tim e  th a t 
spousal abuse finally  becam e a c rim e  a n d  n o t  ju s t a “p riva te  
m a tte r .” U n fo rtu n a te ly , w h ile  th e  b u rn in g  b ra  has ru n  its 
course an d  d o n e  its jo b , o r  i f  n o t, a t least lo s t an y  sh o ck  
value an d  th ere fo re  p o w er it ever h ad , th e  d ra m a tic  b u t  all 
to o  real im ages o f  w o m e n  w h o  have been  b ea te n  by th e ir  
in tim a te  p a rtn e rs  have n o t.

I say th is fro m  experience . I am  a v ic tim  n o t  o n ly  o f  sp o u 
sal abuse  b u t  also o f  spousal rape. M y  e x -h u sb an d  w o u ld  
regu larly  b ea t m e, call m e  nam es, ch ea t o n  m e, an d  
m ake  m e feel even m o re  w o rth less  th a n  I d id  w h en  
I m e t h im . H e  left b ru ises th a t  p eo p le  saw  b u t  ig 
no red . H e  w o u ld  p u n c h  ho les in  th e  w alls o f  m y  
house; w e w o u ld  p re te n d  n o t  to  n o tic e  th em .
E ven m y  fam ily  w ith  w h o m  w e lived p re te n d e d  
n o t  to  n o tic e  w h a t w as h ap p e n in g . T h ey  p ro b 
ab ly  d id  th a t  to  spare m e th e  e m b a rra ssm en t o f  
th e  s itu a tio n , b u t  I c o u ld  have used  th e ir  h e lp  a n d  
su p p o r t to  ge t out!

T he sad  fact is th a t  I am  far fro m  alone.
W o m e n  are socially  p ro g ra m m e d  to  
en d u re  these  b ru ta litie s  silently , so m e
tim es even believ ing  th a t  th e  a ttack s are signs 
th a t th e ir  m e n  tru ly  love them ! O th e rs  
are to o  a sh am ed  to  ask  fo r 
help . In s tead , th ey  accep t 
th e ir  b o y frien d  o r h u sb a n d s ’ 
rules, co n tro l an d  abuse 
as p u n is h m e n t fo r b e in g  
w o m en . W h a t  can  a b u rn 
ing  b ra  do  fo r them ? T h ey  need  
so m eo n e  to  reach  o u t to  th e m , 
to  tell th e m  th a t  th is  is n o t  th e ir  
lo t in  life an d  to  show  th e m  th a t 
th e re  is a w ay  o u t. P erhaps p ic 
tu res th a t show  th a t  o th e rs  are 
g e ttin g  o u t w ill h e lp  th e m  see 
th a t  it can  go to o  far, especially  
since th e  first b low  is a lready  a 
q u ick  s ta rt.

a D u s e

Emoti ona1

T h e m ed ia  sends m ixed  m essages. P a rt o f  th e  p ro b le m  is 
th a t d o m es tic  v io lence  has o n ly  b een  a c rim e  fo r a b o u t fo r ty  
years. M a n y  o f  o u r  m o s t ch e rish ed  T V  icons w ere fro m  
befo re th a t  tim e  an d  th ey  sh o w  th a t  it w as c o m m o n  a n d  
accep tab le  fo r a m a n  to  h it  a n d /o r  th re a te n  his w ife. R icky  
w o u ld  o ften  sp a n k  Lucy, an d  to  th is  day, R a lp h  K ra m d e n ’s 
“T o th e  m o o n , A lice” is o n e  o f  th e  m o s t q u o te d  lines in  te le 
v is ion  h isto ry . D o e sn ’t an y b o d y  realize th a t  w h en  h e  says 
th is h e  is th re a te n in g  to  p u n c h  her?

T hankfu lly , w e are seeing  s tro n g e r w o m e n  to  set these  ex
am ples. O n e  o f  th e m  becam e a so r t o f  ro le -m o d e l fo r m e. 

B re t B u tle r’s character, G race  K elly  fro m  Grace Under 
Fire, w as a su rv ivo r o f  d o m e s tic  v io lence  w h o  h a d  

j th ro w n  h e r abusive h u sb a n d  o u t. F o r th is , she 
'Si. suffered  th e  rid icu le  o f
^ ________________________ h e r fo rm e r m o th e r- in -

law  w h o  sim p ly  refused  
to  accep t th e  t r u th  - th e  
p a in  o f  h e r c h ild re n  w h o  
d id n ’t k n o w  o r u n d e r 

s ta n d  w h a t w as g o in g  o n  - an d  th e  scars th a t  th e  
years she h a d  sp e n t in  th is  m arriag e  h a d  p u t  o n  

h e r o w n  psyche. B u t th ro u g h  it  all she m an ag e d  
to  th rive . She ra ised  h e r ch ild ren  to  be b e tte r  

p eo p le  an d  fo llow ed  h e r  p assion  
fo r w rit in g  to  a college degree- 
th e  first in  h e r fam ily. Finally, a 
w o m a n  w h o  h a d  b een  th ro u g h  

all o f  th is  a n d  lived  to  d o  m o re  th a n  
ju s t tell th e  tale.

T h e  m a in  p ro b le m  in  th e  w ay  
soc ie ty  view s d o m e s tic  v io lence  
a n d  o th e r  c rim es aga in s t w o m e n  
like rape  is th a t  th e y  are crim es 
o f  p o w er - m e n ’s p o w er over 

w o m e n  - a n d  th a t  it is socially  n o rm a l 
fo r m e n  to  have p o w er over w o m e n . 
U n til  th a t  v iew  changes, every  w o m a n , 
all o f  o u r  m o th e rs , sisters a n d  even 
d au g h te rs , are in  danger. H o w  can  so 

c ie ty  p ro te c t us fro m  these  d an g ers  i f  it  acts as i f  
it approves o f  th e ir  causes?

T h e  b est w ay  to  figh t th is  p ro b le m , a n d  so 
m a n y  o th e r  social evils like it, is ed u c a tio n .

f r i  f  - >. X; i s
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Ju s t as p a ren ts  can  teach  th e ir  c h ild re n  n o t  to  be  racist, th ey  
can  teach  th e ir  c h ild re n  n o t  to  be sexist. T h is m ean s m u c h  
m o re  th a n  ju s t te llin g  o u r  d a u g h te rs  th a t  “y o u  can  g row  u p  
to  be a n y th in g ” o r  th a t  “y o u  are ju s t as g o o d  as th e  boys.” 
G irls  A R E  ju s t as g o o d  as boys, b u t  th a t  isn ’t en tire ly  th e  
p o in t . I have been  te a c h in g  m y  o w n  d a u g h te r  th a t  she  is as 
g o o d  i f  n o t  b e tte r  th a t  an y  boy  since  she w as b o rn .

T h e  p ro b le m  is th a t  b o o s tin g  th e  co n fid en ce  levels in  o u r  
d a u g h te rs  is ju s t n o t  en o u g h . W e n eed  to  teach  o u r  sons 
th a t  girls are n o t  ob jec ts; th e y  are n o t  servan ts , th ey  are

c h ild re n  a n d  lo o k  p e rfec t w h ile  d o in g  it? I k n o w  th a t  th is  
is n o t  a n ew  rev e la tio n , b u t  I s ta r te d  ta k in g  it  a b it  m o re  
se riously  w h e n , a t th e  te n d e r  age o f  six, sh e ’s te llin g  m e  th a t  
sh e ’s fa t a n d  th a t  n o b o d y  likes her. I f  th is  is h e r level o f  
self-esteem  n o w  a n d  w ith  h e r  p a re n ts  d o in g  all th e y  can  to  
b u ild  h e r  u p , w h a t w ill she  d o  i f  a b o y  she likes s ta rts  to  tea r 
h e r dow n?

I t d o esn ’t e n d  w ith  toys. E ven  c h ild re n ’s p ro g ra m m in g  
does n o th in g  to  d issu ad e  th e  im age  th a t  m e n  are in  charge  
a n d  th a t  w o m e n  ju s t serve th e m . A d d itio n a lly , th e  m e d ia

n o t  ta rg e ts  a n d  w h e n  th e y  say “n o ” to  sexual c o n ta c t o f  an y  
k in d , th e  answ er is N O . N o r  are th e y  so w eak  a n d  fragile 
th a t  th e ir  o n ly  p lace is o n  a p ed esta l. G irls  a n d  boys are 
b o th  p eo p le , n o th in g  m o re  an d  n o th in g  less. T h ey  n eed  to  
be ju d g e d  w ith  th e  sam e set o f  s tan d a rd s , a llow ed  to  p a r 
tic ip a te  in  th e  sam e activ ities , a n d  a llow ed  to  p lay  w ith  th e  
sam e toys. I f  w e, as p a ren ts  a n d  as a soc ie ty  (rem em ber, 
a fte r all, th a t  it takes a v illage), d o  o u r  jo b s  p roperly , th ey  
w ill u n d e rs ta n d  th is .

N ow , o n ce  again , th e  m ed ia  w eighs in . H o w  can  I show  
m y  six -year-o ld  d a u g h te r  h o w  to  be a s tro n g  w o m a n  w h o  
can  a cco m p lish  a n y th in g  w h e n  every  to y  m a rk e te d  to w ard  
h e r tells h e r th a t  h e r  p lace is to  sit h o m e , co o k  m eals, raise

d eem s it  safe to  m a rk e t p ro d u c ts  p r im a r ily  a im e d  a t boys 
to  b o th  sexes an d  sh o w  w o m e n  assu m in g  roles o n ce  h e ld  
o n ly  b y  m e n , b u t  still d e m o n s tra te s  c o n s ta n tly  th a t  it  is 
w h o lly  in a p p ro p r ia te  fo r a m a n  to  step  in to  a tra d it io n a l 
w o m a n ’s ro le. Ju s t lo o k  a t th e  s i tu a tio n  in  A B C ’s n e w  h it  
d ra m a  Commander in Chief. T h is sh o w  d ep ic ts  th e  tria ls 
a n d  tr ib u la tio n s  o f  th e  first fem ale  A m e ric a n  p re s id e n t. It 
is in te re s tin g  to  n o te , how ever, th a t  th e re  seem  to  be  m o re  
g en d e r-b a sed  d ifficu lties fo r h e r  h u sb a n d , th e  F irs t G e n tle 
m a n . I f  th is  is th e  w ay  o u r  c h ild re n  lea rn  to  socialize, n o  
ch an g e  w ill com e.

T h is is n o t  to  say th a t  th e  m e d ia  is re sp o n sib le  fo r w h a t 
h a p p e n e d  in  m y  o r a n y o n e  else’s m arriag e . N o th in g  in  th e
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m e n tio n e d  p ro g ram s o r adv ertis in g  su p p o r te d  v io lence  to 
w ard  w o m e n , b u t  th e  m essage th a t  m e n  are  in  charge  o f  
w o m en  in  possib le  ta n d e m  w ith  v io lence  o r aggression  in  
h is u p b rin g in g  w ill a lm o st defin ite ly  set th e  stage fo r w h a t 
so m a n y  w o m e n  e n d u re  in  an  abusive m arriage .

I f  th e  m ed ia  is g u ilty  o f  a n y th in g  in  th e  b a ttle  to  en d  d o 
m estic  v io lence, i t ’s b e in g  n ea rly  s ilen t o n  th e  m a tte r . A l
th o u g h  it has im p ro v ed  in  recen t years, it has n o t  gone  
n early  far en o u g h . Y oung  girls n eed  to  see 
th a t th is  is n o t th e  w ay  th a t th e y  sh o u ld  
be trea ted . T he m ed ia  especially  
show s th a t y o u n g  w o m e n  are 
likely  to  w a tch  a n d  e m u 
late w o m e n  o n  show s like 
The O C  an d  Gilmore 
Girls. A  s tro n g  fem ale 
ch arac te r like B uffy 
w as g o o d , b u t  h o w  
a b o u t a w o m a n  ju s t 
as s tro n g , b u t  a b it 
m o re  realistic? As 
I said  before , G race  
d id  m e a lo t o f  
good , a n d  I d o u b t  I 
w as th e  o n ly  v ic tim  
th a t  B re tt B u tle r’s 
ch arac te r h e lp e d  get 
h e r life b ack  in  order.
R each ing  th e  surv ivors 
is w o n d erfiil, b u t  th e  
failu re  to  use th e  m ed ia  as 
a p reven ta tive  to o l is tragic.

I have ta lk ed  a b it o n  w h a t 
has in flu en ced  m y  d au g h ter, b u t  
she also has th e  b en e fit o f  a  fa th e r w h o  
firm ly  believes in  an  equal re la tio n sh ip . H e  
o ften  bears th e  b ru n t  o f  m y  p a s t a n d  does so w ith  all 
o f  th e  gen tleness a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  h e  know s I n eed - 
unless he  feels th a t  it is in f lu en c in g  h o w  his d a u g h te r  view s 
re la tionsh ip s . In  h e r  p resence , h e  m akes ce rta in  th a t  she 
sees us in te ra c tin g  as a lov ing  coup le . I f  w e d o  argue  in  
fro n t o f  her, he  is carefiil to  allow  h e r  to  see o n ly  a d iscus
sion  m o re  closely resem b lin g  a d eb a te  th a n  a figh t.

M y  ex -h u sb an d  a n d  I have a ch ild  to g e th e r also— a son . 
H e  saw  n o th in g  b u t  w ars. H is  psyche w as w o u n d e d  b y  th e  
feeling  th a t he  w as a fa ilu re  because he  w as u n a b le  to  p ro 

te c t th e  m o th e r  w h o se  jo b  it w as to  p ro te c t  h im . A d d in g  to  
th is  w as h is co n fu s io n  because  th e  d a n g e r h e  w as try in g  to  
sh ie ld  m e fro m  w as h is o w n  father. T h is is a c o m m o n  re 
su lt o f  d o m es tic  v io lence  a n d  has even b een  reco g n ized  as a 
c o n tr ib u t in g  o r risk  fac to r lead in g  to  va rio u s fo rm s o f  m e n 
tal illness, in c lu d in g  dep ressio n  a n d  o p p o s itio n a l defiance  
d iso rd e r (O D D ) .  O D D  is a d iso rd e r m u c h  like b ip o la r  
d iso rder, b u t  involves p ro b lem s w ith  a u th o r ity  a n d  an g er 
co n tro l. S y m p to m s to  lo o k  fo r in c lu d e  a ch ild  o r  te en  w h o  
is: hostile ; negative; defian t; o p p o s itio n a l; pessim istic ; ag
gressive; a rg u m en ta tiv e ; angry ; resentfial; has a low  fru s tra 
t io n  level; accusato ry ; u n reaso n ab le ; b lam in g ; spitefial; v in 

d ictive; b a d  te m p e re d  a n d  fo u l-m o u th e d . N o w  
th a t I ’ve d esc rib ed  m y  so n  to  y o u , le t m e  

tak e  aw ay th e  “th a t  is ju s t  h o w  teen a g 
ers are” c o m m e n t by  s ta tin g  th a t 

m y  son  w as h o sp ita liz ed  b e 
cause o f  O D D  th ree  tim es- 

th e  first w h en  h e  w as n in e . 
M y  so n  tu rn e d  ten  as an  

in p a t ie n t in  a p e d ia tr ic  
p sych  w ard .

S pousal abuse  
clearly  affects m o re  
th a n  ju s t th e  w o m 
en  w h o se  h u sb a n d s  
are a b u s in g  th e m , 
a n d  m a n y  p eo p le - 
seem  to  agree th a t  
society, as a w h o le , 
needs to  h e lp  th e m . 

Yet soc ie ty  p laces so 
m u c h  value  o n  th is , 

th a t  an  in te rn e t search  
fo r b a tte re d  w o m e n ’s sh e l

ters d e te rm in e d  th a t  th e re  is 
o n ly  o n e  o n  S ta ten  Is lan d  (ru n  

b y  Safe H o riz o n  8 0 0 .6 2 1 .H O P E  
[4 6 7 3 ]). A  sim ila r search  fo u n d  five 

a n im a l shelters o n  S ta ten  Is land . I f  th e re  
is ever really  g o in g  to  be  an  e n d  to  th e  h o rro rs  o f  

d o m es tic  v io len ce  w e n eed  to  lea rn  th a t  w o m e n  are m o re  
im p o r ta n t th a n  an im als . M o re  im p o rta n tly , soc ie ty  needs 
to  reexam ine  th e  m essages it sends to  o u r  ch ild ren . M ay b e  
th e n  th e y  can  be  saved fro m  ever g o in g  th ro u g h  th is.



I  saw a girl take a chance tonight 
on something that was not her fault.
(sawagiri take a chance tonight 
but she faiied to hatt 
to see what was going on aroundher.

She rolled the die 
and all he did was make her cry.

His violence was sickening 
and her ignorance deafening.
You would think that she could see 
all the hurting and suffering 

that was coming to be 
in front of our very eyes.
" /  k)ve you* was Ju st a He.

In front of her friends, 
he d  call her names, 
b^en things went wrong, 
guess who was to blame?

Tonight, we walked hand in hand 
across the street.

In fact, I  thought that I  had helped
to make her decision complete.

She would stand up and be strong 
and do what she knew she had to do all aion

Unfortunately, itdidn *tend up that way. 
She insisted on going home with him, 

suffice it  to say.
She took the chance and rolled the die.
And no longer is she the only one that cries.
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L H i l l i e W D

a l l e g ia n c e  e d it o r ia l

TO  T H E  E D IT O R :
You need to do better research before stating that Bud

dhists follow the teachings of a mere man.
Siddhartha Gautama was “a man” who became “the 

Buddha,” and a cursory reading of his journey from the 
former to the latter parallels in ways the journey of an
other man, Jesus of Nazareth, to his status as “the Christ.” 
Both achieved, in their disciples’ eyes, divinit) .̂ Indeed, it 
is said that Siddhartha was born “fully awake” from the 
moment he left his mother’s womb, able to stand, walk 
and talk, and upon his birth told his mother he had come 
to free all mankind from suffering.

Sound familiar?

TC Lynch
Former editor o fC SI Ictus Review
leatherpenguin @gmail. com

P. M E L I S S A  F I S H E R ,  A U T H O R  O F  
P L E D G E  O F  A L L E G I A N C E  R E 

S P O N D S

Dear Mr. Lynch:
No one is denying that there are strong similarities between 

the stories o f  Siddhartha Gautama and Jesus o f Nazareth, 
but there are also key dijferences not only in their origins, but 
also in the way the religions they created are observed.

Siddhartha had to take a long journey o f self discovery to 
become the Buddha. He may have been born “fully awake 
from the moment he left his mother’s womb, ” but he was not 
born the Buddha, he had to earn that title and any honor 
or glory that goes with it. The same cannot be said o f  Jesus 
o f Nazareth. He was born the Christ. Worshipers came to 
honor him from the moment o f  his birth. Had Jesus done 
nothing but be born, he would still have been labeled the son 
o f  god.

In the practice o f  the Christian faith, people worship and 
pray to Jesus. They believe that he is the son o f  god, and that 
he is god as well They pray to him for divine intervention 
and for miracles. When Buddhists meditate, they ask only for 
guidance and help on their journey to self awareness. They 
do not believe that this man can do miracles. He can only 
serve as a guide to the best way to lead a spiritual life and to 
reach Nirvana.

I  never said that Buddha was a “mere” man. I  said that he

RE: LETTERS TO THE EDITORS (ISSUE 3)

was a man, and he was. He was a very special man, but so 
were Martin Luther King J r , John Lennon, and Malcolm X, 
but they were all only human, with all the limitations that 
implies, including death. Jesus was not so limited. Therefore, 
I  stand by my original statement that Buddhists follow the 
teachings o f a man.

RE: A STARBUCKS SOLILOQUY

D E A R  H A N N A H  JEA N ,
Nice work, so warm and cuddly. Reminds me of a young 

punk beatnik I once knew. Congrats!

Luv,
Steven Tello.
Associate Director, Distance Learning 
University o f  Massachusetts Lowell

D E A R  M R . F ISH E R ,
I have not read your original article but I already can 

tell that it must have upset this Hillel. I remember a year 
and a half ago, Hillel had a protest at Brooklyn College 
carrying posters and signs saying, “Wherever we stand, we 
stand with Israel!” What kind of organization gives U N 
QUESTIONABLE support to a state that expropriates 
land from poor people and doesn’t allow pregnant women 
to get to emergency rooms?

Does Hillel support such actions? Do they stand with 
countries that violate human rights? Do they “stand” with 
nations that defy United Nations resolutions? Does Hil
lel “stand” with countries that ignore World Court rul
ings? Does Hillel “stand” with nations who elect known 
terrorists like Menachem Begin, Yitzhak Shamir and Ariel 
Sharon? You should ask Leebie Mallin why Hillel unques
tionably supports Israel, while unquestionably categorizes 
Palestinian freedom fighters as terrorists. Hillel needs to 
look in the mirror.

Ajad Braddhi,
CUNY Student

D E A R  T H IR D  RAIL,
I want to personally say how pleased I am with the qual

ity of this magazine. I myself have seen quite a few student 
publications magazines and Third R ail (which my piss 
might offer an electric shock of creativit) )̂ by far is the 
best toilet paper. So thank you for your crapulous work 
- it does have a purpose after all.

Boris Zikowiski 
CSI Student

P. M E L I S S A  F I S H E R ,  
E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F  R E S P O N D S

Dear Mr. Zikowski:
It is always wonderful to hear that members o f  the stu
dent body are pleased with our work. We at Third Rail 
do strive to be thought-provoking and informative. Our 
purpose, as we see it, is to put the facts and our opinions 
o f  them out into the world and create discussion about 
them regardless o f  whether the readers agree or not; but, 
in lieu o f  that, we help anyway we can. I f  in your case, 
we have solved your urinary problems, we will consider 
it a job well done.

As a fan of yours (I have read most of your books), I 
was quite shocked and appalled by the commencement 
address you gave at the College of Staten Island in 2005. 
For someone as intelligent as yourself, I was surprised to 
discover that you dismiss the fact that the United States 
and our v\merican way of life is being threatened by radi
cal Islam. Do you think that your books would be able to 
be published in Saudi Arabia or Egypt, given their explicit 
sexual content. Do you think that you, a female, would 
be able to give a commencement address at a college in
Iran or Iraq? Do you think that in Jordan or Malaysia
you could manifest any iota of freedom of speech and as

sembly?
I am glad that you have exercised your consti
tutional right to express yourself by criticizing 
Administration policies, but do you realize it 
is these exact pohcies by the Bush Adminis
tration that is safeguarding your right to free
speech? Do you think that if our government
did nothing that everything would be OK and 
that you would be able to address college stu

RE: ERICA JONG'S CSI COMMENCEMENT SPEECH
QUALITY OF THIRD RAIL MAGAZINE

dents in ten years, the way you did in 2005? If our gov
ernment just sits back and does nothing, it will be liberals 
and elitist academics like yourself who will complain in 
ten years time that the Bush administration did “nothing” 
to safeguard our constitutional right.
As a fan of yours and one who is greatly impressed with 

the way you have critiqued our male dominated culture 
and society, I would hope that you recognize that as sexist 
as America is, it is by FAR and away the greatest country 
for females to have citizenship. Please think of that before 
you begin to bash the American administration next time 
you speak before impressionable students.

With Greatest Respect,
Lisa Van Hilder

T H I R D  R A I L  S T A F F  R E S P O N D S

Dear Lisa Van Hilder:
We will be forwarding your response to author Erica Jong. 

In the meantime, we offer you the wise words o f  Benjamin 
Franklin, who stated, “They who would give up an essential 
liberty for temporary security, deserve neither liberty nor se
curity. ”

T H I R D  R A I L  W I L L  B E  P R I N T I N G  
F U R T H E R  R E S P O N S E S  

T O  E R I C A  J O N G ’S S P E E C H  
I N  O U R  N E X T  I S S U E .

T h i r d  R a i l  w e l c o m e s  

a l l  c o m m e n t s  &  c r i t i c i s m s :

Send us your responses via:
E m a ils  m ail@ T hirdR aillV lag .com  

W eb: w w w .T K irdR aillV lag .com  

S n a il M ail: T hird  R ail M a g a z in e  
c /o  C o lle g e  o f  S ta te n  Is la n d  

2 8 0 0  V ic to r y  B o u le v a r d  
C a m p u s C en ter  R o o m  2 0 7  

S ta te n  I s la n d , NY 1 0 3 1 4  

D ro p  o f f  in  P er so n :  
R om  2 3 1  in  t h e  C a m p u s  C en ter  

Tel: (7 1 8 )  9 8 2 - 3 1 0 5  
Fax: (7 1 8 )  9 8 2 - 3 1 0 4

THIRD MAS

mailto:mail@ThirdRaillVlag.com
http://www.TKirdRaillVlag.com




I wonder if she tried,
A frightened girl feeling she had no choice.
To do the merciful thing—
The right thing.
But there you were 
With your slogans
And your dead-baby picket signs in her face 
Calling her a whore
And telling her that she was going to Hell for 
Killing her baby
Or did she run into just one of you?
Perhaps a sweet old lady who 
Gently explained that there was another choice 
And asked her how 

^^She could even consider such a thing after 
Hearing the baby's heartbeat.
Did you promise that the church alway 
Be there to help her though her 
Baby's life? 

s; Did she cry on your shoulder 
‘ And bless you for saving her soul 
And her baby?

Fast-forward six months.
Where were you when she gave 
Birth alone?
Was there no more room at your inn? 
Did you even offer a manger to this girl 

5;;̂  Who would have euthanized her child 
- Months before—if not for your 

Protests and lip-service.
, So away in a dumpster 

No crib for her bed 
Little Destiny Hope 
Lay down her sweet head 
And cried herself



C o m p i l e d  b y  T h ir d  R a i l  S t a f f

T R A N S G E N D E R 'S  M A K E  
L E G A L  B R E A K T H R O U G H

A court in Harrisburg Pennsylvania has ruled in favor of 
the transgender community. Despite opposition by right- 
wing organizations such as the American Family Association 
(AFA), the court has declared that men who believe they are 
women may attend work in women’s clothing, and use wom
en facilities at the job site such as the restroom and/or locker 
rooms. This decision comes from the commonwealth court 
which was upholding a lower court’s previous ruling that 
required the terminology “Sexual Orientation” and “gender 
identity” be added to the Allentown (PA) human relation 
ordinance. The previous ruling had allowed the reinstate
ment of a Transgendered prison guard with the support of 
the Teamsters Union Local 773. The AFA has promised to 
continue to fight against commonwealth court’s ruling.

L E G IS L A T U R E  V E R S U S  
S C H W A R Z E N E G G E R  F O R  G A Y -R IG H T S

In the fall of 2005, the 
California State Senate 
became the first ever 
such body of law in the 
United States to pass a 
bill legalizing same sex 
marriage. The bill had 
previously gone be
fore the State Assembly 
where it was narrowly 
defeated. Now with 
the support of Senate 
the bill which rewords 
California’s definition 
of marriage as being a
union between to persons rather then between a man and a 
woman had made it through the Assembly. Unfortunately 
the governor of California, Arnold Schwarzenegger, has ve
toed the bill, halting homosexuals in California from achiev
ing equal rights for now. This battle, though, is far from 
over. Governor Schwarzenegger is a Republican who was 
elected into office during a special election and California is 
primarily a Democrat controlled state, so the next guberna
torial race will most likely determine the final out come of 
the Gay-Rights struggle in California.

U N I V E R S I T Y  S T U D E N T S  I N V E S T I N G  
M O R E  IN  F A S H I O N  T H E N  A C A D E M I C S

If colleges ever offer a class in high-end shopping many 
of today’s undergrads would most certainly receive honors 
in it. According to a recent article by the Billings Gazette, 
college students are putting more and more effort into 
shopping and following fashion trends then ever before. It 
is no longer uncommon for the average student to spend 
more the $150 on jeans and even more on outfits that may 
only be worn once. According to a study by New York Al
loy Media and Marketing, while students income may have 
recently risen they are still spending far in excess of what 
they’re making. Part of the blame has been laid on the ever 
increasing popularity of celebrity reality shows where people 
famous for being famous, such as Paris Hilton, blur the line 
and egg on young men and women to try and live the same 
lifestyle. Whatever the full reasons are, it appears that today’s 
college generation has neither the advertising immunity of 
Generation X nor the care free, non-materialistic belief of 
the Peace and Love Generation before that. Nowadays aca
demic interest seems to be relegated to a Che Guevara t-shirt 
bought at Hot Topic.

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  K A N S A S  
S T R U G G L E S  W IT H  IN T E L L IG E N T  
D E S I G N

In the ongoing struggle to maintain the separation of 
Church and State the right wing has continued to push 
for the redefinition of Christian Creationism as a science 
dubbed Intelligent Design. In this struggle of rationalism 
versus irrationalism, the University of Kansas has become 
one of the battle grounds. In response to an ever increas
ing amount of pressure on the state government of Kan
sas by the right, the University of Kansas had announced it 
will begin teaching Intelligent Design as a course entitled 
“Special Topics in Religion: Intelligent Design, Creationism 
and other Religious Mythologies.” The class was originally 
planned for the spring semester that was until Professor Paul 
Mirecki the instructor slated to teach the class was attacked 
and beaten by two men who openly proclaim that it was 
over how he and the college viewed Intelligent Design so 
for now the new class has been canceled due to the extreme 
violent behavior of the radical right.



B A R B E R  S H O P  H A N G S  
W H IT E S  O N L Y  S I G N

N O R T H E R N  IR E L A N D  T A K E S  A  
S T E P  F O R W A R D  IN  G A Y -R IG H T S

In a flash back to 
another era, residents 
of Lafayette, Louisi
ana were taken aback 
when Herbert Leger 
hung a sign outside his 
barber shop that read 
“Whites Only.” It was 
never the 72 year old 
haircutter’s intention 
to provoke any idea of

WHins
ONLY

racism he was simply
trying to inform consumers what type of hair he is qualified 
to cut. The difference in training has caused Leger increasing 
frustration in recent years as he has had to refer business to a 
local associate who is trained in cutting Black American hair. 
Leger proclaimed that the sign was posted merely to indicate 
his qualification and the same conversation he’s had to have 
many times in recent years, it was never intended to be an 
act of racism. Unfortunately for Leger, in an age of uber- 
political correctness where the extreme-left consis
tently tries to tell citizens how to speak he’s been 
left with little choice but to consider taking 
down the sign or modifying the language 
of the unintentional but still perceptively 
offending sign.

S T U D E N T  
N E W S P A P E R  S E I Z E D  
B Y  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

A Tennessee high school paper and its 
staff recently became the victims of cen
sorship by the schools administrators. The 
issue apparently contained subjects consid
ered taboo by the administration such as an 
article on birth control that outlined which were 
safe and effective and where to get them. There was 
also a photograph of an unidentified student’s tattoo. In re
sponse to this type of free expression by students, the Oak 
Ridge Schools administration decided to impound the paper 
searching all classrooms, personal lockers, desks and mail
boxes for copies of the paper. Tbeir reason for their behavior 
was that, according to them, there were articles in need of 
editing.

Although Northern Ireland is known to be one of the stron
gest bastions of traditional family values, it became the first 
province of the United Kingdom to allow legal civil unions 
for same sex couples. The first couple to exercise this right was 
Grianne Close (32), a social worker from Northern Ireland 
and her partner. Shannon Sickels (27), a playwright from 
New York. Their union was celebrated with family throwing 
flowers and rainbow ribbons, such song selections as Dolly 
Parton’s “Touch Your Woman,” and, of course protests. A 
few dozen Protestant evangelicals sang Gospel hymns and 
carried signs stating that “Sodomy is sin.” The people in 
favor of gay rights and the union countered by donning Hit- 
ler-style hats and moustaches, chanting slogans of support 
through bullhorns and carrying signs that read, “Earth is 
flat” or “Bring back slavery.”

U N I V E R S I T Y  B A N S  C O C A -C O L A

Students at The University of Michigan were so 
offended by the questionable business and 

labor practices by Coca-Cola that they 
fought to have the company’s prod

ucts temporarily banned from 
sale on their three campuses. 
The students complained that 
Coca-Cola had sold products 
contaminated with pesti
cides in India, as well as us
ing up the groundwater near 
the areas botding plants and 
sending out sludge containing 
cadmium. The accusations of 

the company’s practices in Co
lombia are even worse than those 

about India. There, the company is 
accused of kidnapping and even mur

der. In response to this, such groups as 
the Students Organizing for Labor and Eco

nomic Equality lodged a formal complaint and pressured the 
school’s administration to sever its ties with the company. 
The university complied temporarily pending the outcome 
of a third-party investigation.
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ofjred's Seville

ILwasme and a gun

and a man on my back

But I ha\ren’tseerf BARBADOS

so I must get outof ttils

and do,you,know^CAROLINA

Where the biscuits

are_soft and sweet

These things go through your head

so I must get out of this
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T H IR D  R A IL  S P E C I A L  R E P O R T  B Y  P . M E L I S S A  F I S H E R

^ " T ^ h e  w o r d  r a p e  s t r i k e s  f e a r  i n t o  t h e

X . h e a r t  o f  e v e r y  w o m a n ,  a n d  s t a t i s 

t i c s  s h o w  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  g o o d  r e a s o n  f o r  

t h i s — e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  c o l l e g e - a g e  w o m e n .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  o f  I n 

v e s t i g a t i o n  ( F B I )  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n t y -  

t w o  r a p e s  f o r  e v e r y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  w o m e n  i n  

A m e r i c a  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  t h a t  e q u a l s  o u t  t o  o n e  

A m e r i c a n  w o m a n  b e i n g  r a p e d  e v e r y  

t w o  m i n u t e s .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  g o o d  

n e w s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R a p e  A b u s e  a n d  

I n c e s t  N a t i o n a l  N e t w o r k  ( R A I N N )  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  r a p e s  a n d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t s  h a s  

g o n e  d o w n  b y  s i x t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t .  H o w 

e v e r ,  s a d l y ,  a l l  r a p e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a p 

p r o x i m a t e  d u e  t o  t h e  l o w  n u m b e r s  o f  

c a s e s  r e p o r t e d .

There are several dangerous m isconceptions about rape. 
M any o f them  are included in the following ideology o f 
a typical attack: it is usually perpetrated by a drunken 
stranger w ho lures his victim  off o f the deserted street and/ 
or in some secluded place in the dead o f night. The truth
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is that two-thirds of victims of rape or sexual ,is- 
sault know their assailants. According to the 
Staten Island Advance, there were sixty-one 
rapes reported on Staten Island between 
January 1 and November 6 2005, which 
is thirty more than were reported the 
year before. The paper’s November 13th 
front-page story quotes Deputy Chief 
Michael Collins of the New York Po
lice Department (NYPD) as saying 
that“[o]ut of those reported this year 
[2005], forty-six have been so- 
called ‘acquaintance’ rapes where 
the victim and the offender were 
known to each other.” That means 
that more that seventy percent of 
these rapes have been date or ac
quaintance rapes.

Date rape is not just the most 
common form of rape and sex
ual assault overall, it is by far the 
most common form of attack on 
women age sixteen to twenty-five, 
as women in this age bracket are at 
a four-times greater risk of being the 
victim of a date rape than any other age 
bracket. In other words, a good number 
of the women on the average college cam
pus are the ages that put them at this in
creased risk. In fact, forty-seven percent of 
the victims who reported an attack knew 
the assailant. According to the U.S. De
partment of Justice (USDOJ), for every
1,000 women attending college, there 
will be thirty-five incidents of rape 
in a given academic year. Given the 
fact that the College of Staten Island 
(CSI) has approximately 13,000 stu
dents, with more than half of those 
being women, the likelihood of 
female students becoming the vic
tim of a date or acquaintance rape 
in this academic year is probable.
In 2003, two forcible sex offenses 
were reported as having occurred 
on campus. How many CSI stu
dents might have been victimized 
off campus? And this is just a small 
part of what makes this crime so 
frightening.

I 'jgf I

Since in the case of date rape, the victim 
and the attacker are known to each other, 

it becomes the burden of the victim to 
prove that the she was not a willing 
participant in the sexual encounter. 
Additionally, since many dates take 
place in bars, the assailant might have 
been drinking— but it’s likely that the 

victim was too, making the case even 
more difficult to prove— this is true 

in ninety percent of date or ac
quaintance rape cases.

Drinking also creates anoth
er form of danger for women 
and date rape. The media has 
done a fair job at making the 
risk of date rape drugs well- 
known but has failed to ade
quately explain what they are 
and how they are used. The 
Federal Government Source 
for Women’s Health Informa
tion (FGSWHI) defines these 

date rape drugs as those “that 
are sometimes used to assist a 

sexual assault. Sexual assault is any 
type of sexual activity that a person 

does not agree to. It can include in
appropriate touching, vaginal pen
etration, sexual intercourse, rape, and 

attempted rape. Because of the ef
fects of these drugs, victims may be 
physically helpless, unable to refuse 
sex, and can’t remember what hap
pened. The drugs often have no 
color, smell, or taste and are easily 
added to flavored drinks without 
the victim’s knowledge.” It goes 
on to say that although they use 
the term “date rape,” most ex
perts prefer the term “drug-fa
cilitated sexual assault.” These 
drugs have been used to help 
people commit other crimes, 
like robbery and physical as
sault, and have been used on 
both men and women.

D A T E  R A P E
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P O L I T I C A L  D I S C O U R S E

The organization lists three major 
types of date rape drugs on its website. 
They are: G H B , which comes in a clear 
odorless liquid, a white powder or a 
pill; R ohyp nol a pill that dissolves in 
liquids; and K etam ine, a white pow
der. These drugs are all tasteless, color
less and odorless. There is a new more 
detectable form of Rohypnol that turns 
blue when it comes in contact with 
liquid, but the original, undetectable 
form is still available.

Date rape drugs will have such effects 
on the body as: relaxation; drowsiness; 
dizziness; nausea; problems seeing; 
unconsciousness (black out); seizures; 
can’t remember what hap
pened while drugged; 
problems breathing; trem
ors; sweating; vomiting; 
slow heart rate; lower 
blood pressure; sleepiness; 
muscle relaxation or loss 
of muscle control; drunk 
feeling; problems talking & 
seeing; stomach problems; 
hallucinations; lost sense of 
time and identity; distorted 
perceptions of sight and 
sound; feeling out of con
trol; impaired motor func
tion; convulsions; out of 
body experiences; numb
ness; aggressive or violent 
behavior; slurred speech; 
coma and even death.

There are ways of avoid
ing being victimized by 
the date rape drug. Both 
RAINN and FGSWHI 
agree that for safety reasons, 
never accept a drink in an 
open container or leave a 
drink unattended

a buffer against drunk driving, a des
ignated friend can remain sober and 
help prevent both drugging and reck
less drunken behavior. Another helpful 
safety precaution is to always be aware 
of the surroundings, particularly on 
dates when most of these rapes occur.

-even
to go to the bathroom. Just 
as a designated driver is

In addition to those low-tech op
tions, science is stepping in. Watch 
Your Drink coasters were developed to 
help combat the crime of drug-facili
tated sexual assault, more commonly 
known as ‘Drug Rape’. On each coast
er there are two separate testing areas. 

The coasters are simple to use; 
they are coated with a reactant 
that changes color to Blue if the 
‘Knock-Out Drug’ (GHB, Roof- 
ies or Ketamine) is present. The 
test only takes seconds to per
form, and is as easy as placing a 
couple of drops from the drink 
in question onto the active test 
spots by using a swizzle stick or 
even one’s finger. These coasters 
are a simple, convenient way to 
alert potential victims and end 
the risk of these attacks.

Perhaps the most shocking fact 
about date rape is men’s attitudes 
about it. Unfortunately, the cli
che about men thinking that they 
deserve sex in exchange for the 
money they spent on dinner and 
a movie still holds true in sev
eral cases. Even worse, RAINN 
states that thirty-three percent of 
men would commit date rape, if 
it could go undetected. In fact, 
nearly eight percent of men have 
committed acts that would fit 
the legal definition of rape, but 
don’t realize that their behavior 
was criminal at all, according to



the USDOJ. All too often, the women who 
were their victims don’t realize it either.
According to studies done at Texas A&M 
and UCLA, fifty-four percent of the male 
teens felt that forced sex was acceptable if 
the woman said yes and then changed her 
mind; thirty-nine percent of them thought 
that forced sex was permissible if he spent a 
lot of money on her; fifty-four percent be
lieved it was okay if she “led him on,” and 
thirty-six percent believed that it was all 
right if he is so turned on that he thinks he 
can’t stop. The law says that forced sexual 
intercourse or sexual contact is never okay, 
and is punishable by jail time and a lifetime 
as a registered sex offender.

Perhaps the problem is that the public is 
unsure of what the legal definition of rape 
is. An online legal dictionary states rape, 
by law, is the crime of sexual intercourse 
(with actual penetration of a woman’s va
gina with the man’s penis) without consent 
and accomplished through force, threat of 
violence or intimidation (such as a threat 
to harm a woman’s child, husband or boy
friend). What constitutes lack of consent 
usually includes saying “no” or being too 
drunk or drug-influenced for the woman to 
be able to either resist or consent. Defense 
attorneys often argue that there had to be 
physical resistance, but the modern view is 
that fear of harm and the relative strengths 
of the man and the woman are obvious de
terrents to a woman fighting back. Most 
people don’t realize that no physical force 
is necessary to fit this definition, just the 
lack of consent or sufficiently impaired 
judgment as to be unable to give consent.
That’s right guys, taking advantage of a drunk girl consti
tutes rape.

The effects of this crime on its victims are far worse. The 
psychological damage of rape is so severe and varied as to 
have been designated with their own collective name: Rape 
Trauma Syndrome. RTS has distinctive stages as the Rape 
Victims Association describes it: the acute or short-term 
stage manifests in two different styles, the controlled style 
and the expressive style.

A victim who uses the expressed style behaves in very much 
the way society has come to expect and even trivialize. They 
maybe agitated and restless, talk a lot, cry, swear, shout, and 
laugh. The ones that demonstrate the controlled style have 
a more difficult road, because their behavior makes them 
appear that nothing as traumatic as a sexual assault could 
have happened to them. They contain their emotions; most 
of the survivor’s energy is directed toward maintaining 
composure. They may sit calmly, respond to questions in a 
detached, logical way, and downplay their fear, sadness, an



H I L T U R A L  D I S C S U K

ger, and anxiety. Both of these styles of emotional response 
reflect different ways of dealing with a crisis. A person may 
also exhibit characteristics of both styles.

Along with those issues, certain other psychological pat
terns are likely to emerge. The victim may turn to substance 
abuse to numb the pain and emotional stress of dealing

RAPE, 
ABUSE I  

INCEST 
NATIONAL 
NETWORK

The Rape Abuse and Incest National Network (RAINN) 
came about from one woman's refusal to let a rapist steal 
her life and her power. Tori Amos, a singer songwriter and 
role model to thousands, became a victim in 1984. It has 
since become the nation's largest anti-sexual assault orga
nization and has been ranked as one of "America's 100 
Best Charities" by Worth magazine.

Like so many of the women RAINN has helped in the 
eleven years of its existence, Amos' attacker was not a 
stranger. He was a patron at the bar where she hod per
formed. He asked her if he could have a ride home af
ter the performance and she thought she knew him well 
enough to oblige. Somewhere in the course of this ride 
home, this man raped her at knifepoint.

Although the song she wrote about her experience with 
rape is called "Me and a Gun," the emotions transcend 
the small artistic change. Amos is quoted on http://www. 
geocities.com/i sang holy holy/holy.html. just one of the 
dozens of websites setup by devoted Tori Amos fans who 
were also victims, to help others through this experience as 
saying about her own experience, "I was kidnapped and 
sexually violated. You feel like your boundaries have been 
crossed to such an extent that there is no law anymore, 
that there is no God. You feel like the Mother in you will

with the rape. She also is far more likely to fall victim to an 
eating disorder. This may be because she is attempting to 
regain lost control in her life by controlling her eating, or 
because she wants to make herself unattractive to men in an 
attempt to prevent another attack. Nearly half (forty-four 
percent) of the women who become victims of date rape 
attempt suicide 

Brett C. Trowbridge PhD, JD agrees with this and quotes 
an expert witness as saying “[Ijn every rape victim I have 
seen they exhibit consistent symptoms... For example, 
body soreness, guilt, shame, feelings about the trial, night-

do anything to protect the Child in you from being shred
ded before your very eyes. You're thinking, 'I gotta get out 
alive, I gotta get out alive.' With 'Me and A Gun,' I hope 
that attackers as well as victims ore listening, as well as 
judges and as well as lawyers. I want you to taste in the 
back of your mouth what it was like to be in the car with 
that pervert."

While the song "Me and a Gun" helped thousands of 
women that Amos would never see, it was the story of one 
young girl that she met while supporting her album. Under 
the Pink, that inspired Amos to create RAINN. After one 
gig, the young fan insisted that she needed to join Amos on 
the tour. When asked why, she told Amos that she hod been 
roped by her step-father, would be raped by him the next 
night, and would be roped by him when she come home 
that night. Amos was ready to oblige until her producer told 
her that they would be crossing state lines, which would 
mean that everyone involved could be arrested for kidnap
ping the girl. Amos realized this girl needed help and she 
couldn't do it alone. At that moment, RAINN was born.

As on organization, RAINN works diligently to prevent 
rape from happening. One way they're doing this is on 
college Campuses in RAINN's Get Carded event which 
supplies college students with wallet cords and information 
about the Notional Sexual Assault Hotline. On September 
21, 2005, RAINN provided this vital information to one 
million college students on more than 1,200 college cam
puses in 50 states and the District of Columbia. Thanks to 
Prudential Financial, this program is free and something 
that should definitely be brought to CSI.

The backbone of RAINN's social programs is its Notional 
Sexual Assault Hotline. This hotline provides a source of 
comfort and advice to victims. This is in addition to on amoz-

http://www


mares and flashbacks are all common symptoms that rape 
victims experience.”

Unfortunately, these symptoms don’t just go away Ac
cording to the King County Sexual Assault Resource Cen
ter (KCSARC) states that once through the acute stage, the 
victim goes into the underground phase. In this period, the 
victim tries to go on with life as if nothing happened. They 
won’t want to discuss anything about the attack; they just 
want to forget all about it. “Some people may remain in 
this underground stage of years and may appear ‘over it,’ 
despite the fact that emotional issues are not resolved,” re
ports KCSARC.

If and when the victim passes the underground stage, she 
is finally ready for the reorganization stage. She is somehow 
reminded of the attack and may develop fears or phobias. 
These fears and phobias may be related to the attack, but 
they can be more generalized, according to KCSARC. This

could lead to violent fantasies of revenge. And any eating 
and/or sleep disorders the victim might have overcome may 
return in the reorganization stage.

Women do need to be smart about rape. They need to 
know how to protect themselves. But men also need to 
learn that “no” means no; it is not just playing hard to get. 
Men need to realize that prostitutes, not dates, get paid for 
sex. If a man buys a woman dinner and a movie, he has no 
right to expect to be repaid with any sexual activity. They 
need to know that, even if the encounter was completely 
nonviolent, it might have been rape. Date rape drugs are 
not the only way to drug a woman into consent. Legally, 
any man that gets a woman drunk and takes advantage of 
her is a rapist. Most of all a man thinking this might be 
a good way to get laid needs to know that, for a few mo
ments’ sexual gratification, he may be destroying a woman’s 
life forever— as well as his own.

ing website which not only provides tips and advice on how 
to prevent being victimized, but also helps friends and confi
dants of victims help these women through their ordeals.

RAINN's website, which is amazingly detailed and user- 
friendly, explains how their hotline works: "The concept be
hind the hotline is simple. When a caller dials 1 .800 .656 . 
HOPE, a computer notes the area code and first three digits 
of the caller's phone number. The coil is then instantaneous
ly connected to the nearest RAINN member center. If all 
counselors at that center ore busy, the coll is sent to the next 
closest center. The caller's phone number is not retained, 
so the call is anonymous and confidential unless the caller 
chooses to shore personally-identifying information."

This website also has detailed information on dote rope 
drugs, preventing rape, protecting children from predators, 
availability and locations of counseling centers and social 
programs. It also shows various celebrity supporters and 
gives information on news reports and various forms of 
entertainment somehow connected to rape other women's 
issues. For the most part, Amos remains the driving force 
and the face of RAINN. She also lends her special touch 
and her image to most of the products that RAINN sells 
through its website.

One of the more innovative and proactive steps that 
RAINN is taking to help prevent rope and sexual assault is 
their campaign targeted toward men on college campuses. 
The site states that "RAINN retained Alan Berkowitz, PhD, 
one of the creators of the social norms approach, to assist 
in developing the data set for the campaign and campaign 
messages and in the design of posters. Dr Berkowitz con
sulted with a number of other national experts in the area of 
social norms research and marketing during this process."

In January 2005, RAINN distributed 10,000 posters to 
several hundred college campuses. They wanted to inform

men that they con ploy a key role in reducing the risk of 
sexual assault on their campuses. RAINN did this by using 
the limited data available. They supplied posters to com
municate vital messages about the importance of consent in 
sexual relationships and the value of intervention in the face 
of a situation that could lead to a sexual assault in order to 
build on the schools' social norms.

Rape is a crime of power; usually man's power against 
women. Tori Amos was a victim of this for many years, but 
through her bravery and her compassion, she has started 
an organization that has given the power and the ability 
to resume a rewarding life to thousands upon thousands of 
women, not to mention the unknown number she has saved 
from going through this horrific experience at all. Thank 
you, Ms. Amos, from all the people RAINN has and will 
hove helped.
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p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t ,  s t a l k i n g  a n d

Homicide (s the leading cause of death 
Overall for pregnant women.

Pregnant and recently pregnant women 
are more likely to be victims of homicide 

than to die of any other causê

(Nanmra. We»ss, Goldstem & Fogerty. 
Sumrner 2002.)

Seventy-eight percent o f stalking 
victim s are women

Women are significantly more likely than men 
(60 percent and 30 percent. respectweSy) to 

be stalked by intimate partners.

Ĉenter for Poltcy Research. Staikiag in Anmica, 
July 1997)
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Around the world, at least one in 
every three women has been
beaten, coerced into sex or 
otherwise abused during h®r 

lifetime
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W 3 t i t y
BY TJ R I L E Y

L i k e  m a n y  A m e r i c a n s ,
I F IN D  M YSELF T H IN K 
ING : W H A T  C A N  I D O  T O  

F IG H T  TERRO RISM ? I find 
myself wanting to carry around, 
at all times, a semi-automatic 
weapon and blast away at any
body that seems the least bit 
suspicious. But, I realize this is 
going too far— I would end up 
killing all o f Massachusetts, and 
most o f the Northeast o f America 
for their traitorous liberal behav
ior. There is only one other option 
I can think o f that would be suitable, 
and that all people could do to fight the 
terrorists— boycott a nation that generally 
disagrees with our foreign policy. Let’s boy
cott france!

As all of you know, the french  
boycott began when we started 

the process to liberate Iraq and 
the dirty french were the most 
vocal in opposing our actions. 
Thus, real Americans, such as 
my hero Bill O ’Reilly, started 
wiping out cultural refer
ences of france dealing with 
food. Now this is important 
because we all need food to 

survive, and changing names 
from french fries to FREE

DOM FRIES really does change 
the aspect of how we see the fries. 

Freedom fries speaks of fries that you 
can eat, knowing that you are eating them 

in freedom; but eating french fries speaks of 
eating something that is inherently evil and living in sin.



Now, many people already boycott items that are made 
in f  ranee. To me, this is not going far enough. We need 
more action. For example, I have destroyed my copy of 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast because it takes place in 
franee; and I have written to my congressmen about 
melting down the Statue of Liberty, and sending it back 
to f  ranee in American pennies. Even this is not enough. 
We need to purge our society of the f  reneh menace. We, 
as a culture in charge of our destiny, must destroy all ele
ments of the freneh in our society, simply because they 
show us disrespect.

The first step is to get rid of all freneh influences in our 
language, from when those dirty un
circumcised people invaded England 
in the year 1066. I can hear the lib
eral, left-wing monster Bolsheviks 
screaming that this is going way too 
far -  well, I don’t care what you Bol
sheviks think or say.

Some of the words that are influenced 
by the freneh invaders are words like 
tax, government, religion, beef, 
jelly, blue, ehair, towel, chess, poet, 
noun, niee, age, gentle, etc. For Eng
lish words that have a freneh influence, all 
we have to do is get rid of that concept, or 
at the very most, give it a more Germanic in
fluence. For instance, the word blue could be 
changed to the word bleen, which would get rid 
of the freneh influence; and every time we state 
this word, we can state in confidence, that we 
are speaking a language that is not influenced 
by immoral freneh people. Take the corrupted 
word government, we could change it to gavagai\ 
thus when we speak of our most sacred institutions, 
we can speak in confldence that we are not using any
thing that was influenced by franee. Or take the word 
religion, we should just change the word to Christianity, 
because, let’s face the facts, most Americans are Christian. 
Again, I can hear the liberals whining, and all I can say is: 
STOP W HINING LIBERAL TRAITOR SCUM!

Some words should just be erased like poet, gentle 
tax. The words poet and gentle should be erased bê  
if men use these words, they may have the tendency t 
come a homosexual. The word tax should be elimii 
so that evil liberals can stop taxing us to pay for thing 
the evil socialist Bolshevik idea of social security.

The next, and flnal step, is to rebuild New Orleans 
all of Louisiana, without any cultural reference to frc 
Let’s erase the history of that area to preserve the dign 
our country.

We would have to give a new name to the state, and 
names for the cities of Louisiana. From now on we st 
call Louisiana, Reaganiana. And New Orleans shou 
called New Democracy. Reaganiana would a great new 
to live in without the freneh influence it once had. I 
ine the city New Democracy, with American people c 
American things, without speaking a language that has 
degenerated by the uncircumcised freneh Bolsheviks.

America, we can make this ha{ 
Let’s go to the logical conclusion of 

cotting franee and just get i 
all of their cultural influenc 

our culture. Let’s take sou 
miniature Eiffel Towers 
break them with an Ame 

flag wavering slowly in the I 
ground, while chanting “U-S-i

/ u -  r % v



The "virtual cam pus" o f  th e  Fem inist 
iVlajority Foundation's cam pus  
lead ersh ip  program , a  nationw ide  
n etw ork  o f  p ro -ch o ice  fem inist 
activists on  173 cam pu ses in 3 7  sta tes ,
www.FEMINISTCAMPUS.org

Recognizing th e  p ositiv e  im pact  
fem inists can h a v e  on  cam puses  
across th e  country. NOW activism  
is g rea t  p rep ara tion  fo r  on goin g  
lead ersh ip , organizing, an d  
activism  throu ghou t your life. 
w w w .now .org/chapters/cam pus

m
I.EAGUEOF 
WOMEN X'OTKRS"

League of Women Voters
LMV is a  nonpartisan  po litical organ ization , 
fighting since 1920 to im prove our system s  
o f  governm ent an d  im pact public po lic ies  
through citizen education  an d  advocacy .

www.LWV.org

National Organization 
of Women
NOW is th e  larg est  
organ ization  o f  fem inist 
activists in th e  United States. 
Since its founding in 1966, 
NOW's g o a l has  b een  to  ta k e  
action  to  bring a b o u t  equ ality  
fo r  a ll w om en.

www.NOW.org

www-THlRDRAILjV!/\C .com

Am erican  
Association  OF 

University

\XfaMEN

University Womei
/U\UWpromotes equ ity  fo r  
a ll w om en an d  girls, lifelon g  
education , an d  positiv e  
so c ie ta l chan ge. Since 1881 
th e Am erican A ssociation  o f  
University W omen h as  b een  
th e  nation's lead in g  voice  
prom otin g  edu cation  a n d  equ ity  
fo r  w om en an d  girls.

www.aauw.org m

f Kmpe, Mtbmse 
incssS Sim'&mmmlm smcss'S Ir 

M e t w m k

RAINN is th e  nation's 
la rg est anti-sexu al assau lt  
organ ization  a n d  h as  b een  
ra n k ed  a s  o n e  o f  "America's 
100 B est Charities by  Worth 
m agazin e.

www.RAINN.org

FEMINISTS FOR FREE EXPRESSION

f c i  F e m i n i s t  M a t o r i t y
F 0 U N D A T I 0 N % l 0 N L I N E

Feminist Maloritf Foundatmn
FMF is a  cutting e d g e  organ ization  d ed ica ted  
to  women's equality , reproductive h ea lth , 
a n d  non-violence. In a ll sp h eres , FMF utilizes 
research  an d  action  to  em p ow er w om en  
econom ically , socially , an d  politically.

www.FEMINIS T.org

w e s s mFemlmsis fm
FFE is a  group o f  d iverse fem inists  
w orking to  p reserv e  th e  individual's right 
to  s e e ,  h e a r  a n d  p rod u ce m ateria ls o f  h er  
ch o ice  w ithout th e  intervention  o f  th e  
s ta te  " for h er  own good ."  FFE b e liev es  
fre ed o m  o f  expression  is e sp ec ia lly  
im portan t fo r  wom en's rights.

www.FFEUSA.org

V V O M fiH /o r  W O M EN ,

Helps w om en in war- 
torn reg ion s rebu ild  their  lives by  giving  
them  financial an d  em o tio n a l su pport, j o b  
skills training, right edu cation , access  to  

^capital an d  assistan ce fo r  sm all business  
developm en t.

www.WOMENFORWOMEN.org

E M J irs  Ust

b u sh d m g fm

EMILY\ List
The nation's la rg est grass roo ts  po litica l n etw ork  
d ed ic a ted  to  tak in g  b a c k  our country from  th e  
rad ica l right wing.

www.EMILYSLIST.org

C reated  in S ep tem b er  o f  
S: 1995 to  p rov id e  w om en  

^  with a  com prehen sive,
" s ea r c h a b le  d irectory  o f  

links to  fem a le  friendly  
Q  sites  an d  in form ation  on  
^  th e  World Wide Web.

1 www.FEMINA.com

Pm~€[h]@ke MimtsAsi
M ore than  thirty y ears  a ft e r  R oe v. 
W ade, th e  p ro -ch o ice  m ovem en t is 
still fighting to  p ro tec t  an d  d e fen d  a

http://www.FEMINISTCAMPUS.org
http://www.now.org/chapters/campus
http://www.LWV.org
http://www.NOW.org
http://www.aauw.org
http://www.RAINN.org
http://www.FEMINIS
http://www.FFEUSA.org
http://www.WOMENFORWOMEN.org
http://www.EMILYSLIST.org
http://www.FEMINA.com


P O L I T I C A L  D I S C O i U R i i

I f  you were to assume that a feminist is merely someone you would reac. 
about in history books, you would be wrong. Feminism is not relegated to 
those who would publicly seek equal empowerment through protest anc 
politics. O ften the greatest role models for feminism are those individuals 

who quietly, through their life choices, their jobs, their behavior and their 
personal moral code set a standard to inspire those around them.



The question then becomes, why don’t we ever see these 
individuals, where are the headhnes about them, where are 
the television movies of the week, and the A&E Specials, 
especially when they have died for their beliefs? The sad 
truth is because they don’t give “good face” by the opinion of 
the mainstream media; they can’t sell the ratings. You see, it 
seems more and more apparent by their broadcasts that it’s 
more important for our newspapers, news radio broadcasts 
and TV news programs to put on someone that will boost 
sales and/or ratings. Good role models and historical 
relevance are irrelevant considerations in the 
making of a contemporary hero by the modern 
media.
When dealing with unpopular types of 

women or subjects the American media 
prefers not to deal with them at all.
Now, “unpopular types of women” do 
not necessarily mean women who are 
hared by a large group, such as the 
religious Right’s disdain for Senator 
Hillary Clinton. On the contrary, the 
right’s extreme feelings for Senator 
Clinton only compel them to want 
even more information on her. As 
such, the media can package and 
sell more of Hillary to the public.
The unsellable, the true unpopular 
are those deep dark secrets that, 
as a society, we don’t like to think 
about or look at such as women of 
diverse ethnic backgrounds or political 
beliefs.
In recent years America has produced 

and then quickly forgotten two such 
women of substance, one a soldier, the other 
a civilian, both involved in unjust wars.
Take for consideration PFC Lori Piestewa. Haven’t heard 

of her? Not surprising. Surely though you have heard of 
her best buddy and comrade-at-arms PFC Jessica Lynch. 
Yes! See you have heard of her, but did you honestly think 
that Private Lynch went out on her own against an army of 
great magnitude like some Rambo movie? Actually Private 
Lynch was far from alone that night, there were others who 
served side by side with her and died that night in service 
to their country.
PFC Lori Piestewa was born a true American into one of 

the 500 nations of the 7 Ĵnericas that managed to survive

^ ' e ^ t e i a u

the Anglo founded United States movement westward. As 
a member of the Hopi people or Hopituh Sinom, which 
operates as a matrilineal (female dominated) clan, Lori was 
raised with a cultural belief system that strictly encompasses 
a concept of the individual existing in a state of total 
reverence and respect for all things, to be at peace with these 
things. Lori, like all U.S. reservation-bound iVmericans, was 
considered both Hopi and a U.S. citizen. She grew up on 
a reservation controlled by the Hopi, but shared by the 

Navajo, a poorer than poor backwater land that 
was given back to the Hopi after all their fertile 

lands were taken by the U.S. Nonetheless, 
she descends from a family that believed in 

potential of what the U.S. could become 
and stepped up in time of need to serve 

in its armed forces. Her grandfather 
served in World War II and her 
father in the Vietnam Conflict. Lori 
continued the family tradition by first 
joining the junior ROTC program 
at her local high school where she 
served as a Commanding Officer 
leading her classmates in drills and 
then later on, joining the US Army. 

Following high school Lori married 
and mothered two children first her 

son, Brandon and then her daughter, 
Carla. Unfortunately, the marriage 
failed and Lori was left to raise her 

children almost entirely alone, save 
for her parents. Having always been 

interested in serving in the military and 
more importantly looking to provide the 

best possible future for her children Lori 
enlisted in the United States Army. Being a 

soldier for Lori as for all Hopi meant more 
then to serve the United States but her own people and 
family as well. So Lori left her children in the care of her 
parents and went off" to serve. After boot camp she became 
part of the U.S. Army’s 507* Maintenance Company based 
out of Fort Bliss Texas. The 507* is a support group which 
typically stays behind the main push of the front line forces 
when in a combat mission. This allowed for Lori to maintain 
her pacifist ideals while still serving her nations.
While at Fort Bliss Lori became roommates with PVT 

Jessica Lynch a slightly younger Anglo-American. The two 
became the best of friends and when word came that their



P O L I T I C A L  D I S C O U R S E

PVT Jessica Lynch (I) with PFC Lori Piestewa (r)

Company would be going to Iraq, Lori 
and Jessicas friendship was carried over 
there. It is in Iraq where Lori’s strengths 
in commitment to duty and to serve 
truly come to light. Prior to departure 
from Fort Bliss Lori had injured her 
shoulder, this injury would have 
allowed her to stay state-side and avoid 
the horrors of war. Lori though decided 
otherwise and understated her injury to 
gain medical clearance for transfer into 
the theatre of war. It was from there 
that most are familiar with the story at 
least as how it was to affect PVT Lynch. 
Three days into the invasion the 507*‘s 
convoy made a wrong turn and headed 
right into an ambush with Lori at the 
wheel of one of the Humvees. As the 
battle began to unfold, the officer she 
was transporting ordered her to move 
from the rear of the convoy to the front 
to confer with the unit’s Captain. It was 
at this point that Lori was offered her 
second out. The Captain’s driver offered 
to switch places with her since it was the 
rear of the convoy that was taking the 
brunt of the fight. But, she refused saying 
she was sticking to the mission and then 
promptly retook her position towards 
the rear of the convoy. Shortly after

that, while she was giving 
aid to other damaged 
vehicles, her Humvee was 
hit by a rocket-propelled 
grenade. Three of her 
teammates instantly died 
and she and PVT Lynch 
were captured by Iraqi 
soldiers and taken to a 
local hospital where Lori 
died alone in agony and 
PVT Lynch was rescued 
by Special Forces and 
made a hero for living. 
While Lori who turned 

down not one, but two 
offers to avoid dangers, 

saved no less then the two lives of those 
who would have taken her place and is 
hardly remembered at all.
So if Lori is such a hero, if she lived 

up to the embodiment of the American 
Soldier sacrificing her life for others, 
if in her practices, whether realizing it 
or not, she invoked the spirit behind 
feminism by taking control of her life 
and making bold decisions to provide 
and serve her family and her two nations 
and she has, should she be considered a 
great icon of Feminism to The United 
Sates and The Hopi, 
absolutely, yet where is 
her well earned fame?
A Google search of the 
two names reveals the 
disparity of the friends 
(PVT) Jessica Lynch 
received an astonishing
1,750,000 hits while 
(PFC) Lori Piestewa 
received a paltry 44,800 
hits. This is a massive 
gap to say the least. All 
her friend Lynch did 
was survive, and she was 
vastly rewarded by the

media for her actions. Lori gave her 
life and at best the media used her to 
place PVT Lynch on an even higher 
pedestal.
What difference between the two 

personas could make one sought after 
as a hero and one forgotten? It goes 
back to giving good face, the media 
is only interested in ratings and often 
dealing in the truth means lower 
ratings. In the case of ethnicity PVT 
Lynch fits the preconceived notion of 
the All-American-girl perfectly she is a 
fair-skinned blonde-haired blue eyed 
Anglo, the dominant race in the United 
States since its conception. While Lori 
was Hopi a true native to this land 
dark hair and bronze skinned she still 
represents simultaneously in the back of 
white Americas mind anyway, both the 
disdain of a perceived barbaric people 
and the guilt of an almost successful 
attempt at genocide.
Let us not forget her Pagan roots. 

In a nation built on the concept of 
freedom of religion it seems that it was 
really meant to be implied freedom of 
Christian belief Lori’s Hopi ancestry 
is too much for this society to handle. 
The thought of believing in something

The parents and son of PFC Lori Piestewa



other then the Christian god, red state housewives would 
have kittens. Speaking of the red states they also have a 
problem with having to think about divorce and being a 
single parent as such Lori as a hard working, loving single 
mother is an abomination to their eyes and the media 
would not risk offending such a key demographic.

So at final glance to the left we have a the dark 
hair, bronze skinned single parent of Pagan 
origin who gave her life for two nations 
and in the process saved at least two lives.
To the right we have a blonde-haired, 
blue-eyed single woman of Christian 
origin whose life was saved at the risk 
of others, and in the process probably 
saved the ratings of a few faltering 
networks. Is the real tragedy the 
death of Lori’s body or the death of 
her existence?
Enter Rachel Corrie, neither a 

soldier nor a parent, just a college 
student and simply someone who 
saw a wrong being done and acted 
to correct it. This action cost Rachel 
her life. This blonde-haired blue
eyed 23-year-old Evergreen State 
College student had everything 
going for her, good family and 
friends and a budding academic 
career. She grew up in Olympia, the 
capital of the State of Washington. Her 
father, Craig, worked in insurance and her 
mom, Cindy, was a school volunteer. This p ic tu resq u e  
Norman Rockwell candidate graduated from Capital High 
School, and then attended The Evergreen State College, a 
University known for its nurturing of liberal and pacifist 
beliefs, where she studied the arts and international 
relations. Rachel, already civic minded, however, decided 
that she should do more then just for herself beyond the 
basic requirements of academia, something most young 
adults in our nations universities would ever consider.
Rachel decided to join a local group called the Olympia 

Movement for Justice and Peace and participated in various 
activities to promote peace initiatives and environmental 
causes. By her senior year, she had joined the International 
Solidarity Movement (ISM). Corrie then took a leave of 
absence from College at the start of 2003 to initiate a sister 
city (or Friendship Town) project between her hometown

f f i c i c A e /

of Olympia and the town Rafah in the Gaza Strip for the 
purpose of mutual cultural exchange and to participate in 
ISM-organized demonstrations in Rafah. Upon arriving in 
Israeli occupied Palestine, Rachel began training in non

violent resistance or as it is more commonly referred to in 
the United States acts of civil disobedience.’ This 

time honored tradition has been part of the 
back bone of modern democratic societies 

since the iVmerican Revolution. In the 
U.S. one of the most noteworthy acts of 

civil disobedience could be considered 
the civil rights movement of the mid
twentieth century led by the Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Rachel
would soon learn though, the
alleged Israeli democracy does not
necessarily respect such noble acts, 
most especially when it is a call for 
Palestinian rights and will respond 
with as much violence and hatred as 
they can muster.

As Rachel’s time in Palestine
progressed she participated in a 

number of peaceful demonstrations 
that were not just exclusive to Israel’s 
military occupation of Palestinian 

lands. In February o f2003, she joined 
a massive global protest against the war 

in Iraq by burning not any other nation’s 
flag but her own in protest, and she helped 

conduct a mock trial of President Bush. 
She even served as a human shield to protect Palestinian 
drinking water wells from the acts of sabotage committed 
by the Israeli Defense Force (IDF). “Nevertheless, no 
amount of reading, attendance at conferences, documentary 
viewing and word of mouth could have prepared me for 
the reality of the situation here. You just can’t imagine it 
unless you see it - and even then you are always well aware 
that your experience of it is not at all the reality: what with 
the difficulties the Israeli army would face if they shot an 
unarmed US citizen, and with the fact that I have money 
to buy water when the army destroys wells, and the fact, of 
course, that I have the option of leaving,” said Rachel in one 
of her email correspondences home.

As Rachel said, she had the option to leave at anytime 
yet she chose not to. For Rachel helping the victims of 
what she called an act of “genocide” by Israel on the people

m m m m i
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of Palestine was a commitment 
worthy of the high risk involved.
“I feel like I’m witnessing the 
systematic destruction of a people’s 
abihty to survive . . . Sometimes I 
sit down to dinner with people and 
I realize there is a massive military 
machine surrounding us, trying to 
kill the people I’m having dinner 
with,” said Rachel in a television 
interview, expressing her awareness 
of the danger that surrounded her.
This was just two days prior to her 
death.
On March 16, 2003 Rachel 

joined up with several other U.S. 
and British citizens who also came 
to help and defend the oppressed.
It was their intent to stand the line 
against the methodical destruction
of Palestinian civilian homes by the IDF, an act many in 
the world (except the U.S.) view as a collective punishment 
for the actions of Palestine’s freedoms fighters, which is 
actually a violation of international law. The IDF moved 
in with troops, tanks and armored bulldozers. One of the 
bulldozers that Rachel was positioned in front of lurched 
forward in an aggressive manner and according to eye 
witnesses Rachel held her ground. She stared directly into 
the cab of the bulldozer before her, in clear hne of site to 
the monstrous machine. One of the bulldozers had already 
knocked another protestor to the side and there after taunted 
and mocked the injured man and the rest of the group of 
unarmed defenders. Then the bulldozer began to move and 
Rachel was all that stood between the machine and the 
destruction of the home of a doctor, a preserver of life. As 
this destructive force moved forward it pushed a wave of 
rumble which engulfed young Rachel who was then pulled 
beneath the bulldozer. Then after having already run over 
her once the Israeli driver put the machine in reverse and ran 
over her again in a second and malicious act of cruelty. Her 
peers ran to her and tried to render her aide and comfort 
her, she was rushed to away for medical treatment but it was 
too late. Tbe IDF’s destruction of Palestinian homes had 
claimed another innocent soul.
News spread of Rachel’s death across the rest of the world in 

rapid procession, the world at large, the people of Palestine 
and even Yasser Arafat came out to honor this hero for 
peace, but in the U.S. reports of her actions were limited,

localized mostly to her home state 
and a mere whisper on the lips of 
the national news agencies. You see, 
Rachel had violated the discomfort 
clause of the unwritten rules of 
U.S. media. She had died in the 
defense of a people who are being 
slaughtered by one of our allies. In 
fact, she was murdered not just a 
common ally but by a nation that 
we had helped to found and build. 
Could America itself look in the 
mirror and take some responsibility 
for this horrendous act, of course 
not. And since the average citizen 
doesn’t want to face the facts that 
our nation could be allied with any 
nation that would commit such 
war crimes Rachel was deemed not 

ready for prime time.
It is quite obvious that the actions of these two women 

qualify for the true definition of being a feminist, if not as 
well a defining member of humanity. They chose their paths 
in life; their path did not choose them. They were conscious 
of the risks involved and despite that went forward with 
their choices anyway. Their decisions both directly and 
indirectly saved the lives of those who may never realize 
that fact or have even met either woman. Now the feminist 
movement is without two of its greatest role models, icons 
that they never knew they had, nor ever realized they lost. 
Tragically now, even though they gave their lives to save 
the lives others they couldn’t even get Laura Regan to play 
them in an NBC TV movie of the week. There will be no 
Saving PFC Lori Piestewa or One Day in March for them. 
For lack of a good publicist, Lori and Rachel, these two lost 
souls will fade into the oblivion of history despite the lives 
they saved and despite their selfless behavior. They shall be 
lost for never seeking fame or fortune or banners or cities 
to celebrate their name, they will be lost for not giving our 
society a politically correct, homogenized and reprocessed 
image of an American hero. For Lori it was always about 
her family, for Rachel it was about standing up for those 
who were not aloud to stand up for themselves, for the 
American media it was and is still about ratings and one 
person sacrificing her life alone in the dark where no one 
will ever know or see, just will never sell as well for them as 
rescued PO.W. who can wave a flag.
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W hen I was in kindergarten, I was ninety pounds. Oblivious to myself and 

my size, I did not care about my weight. That is how it all starts, denial at 

its prime. The kids around me pointed and laughed as if I was some kind 

of freak. They treated me as if I had had no heart and no feelings. 

I asked my mother once about why everyone was looking and 

poking fun at me. She replied saying, “Joseph, you are different 

and no one can take the best o f you, ever.” Those simple words 

changed my outlook on life and slightly made me a bit more 

oblivious. Life went on and eating became my best friend 

and my cancer. Going on through elementary school, I was 

eating my life away and taking other peoples lunches like 

I was the garbage disposal. I graduated fifth grade weighing 

two hundred-thirty pounds.

b y  Joseph Brush

At eleven years old and two 
hundred-thirty pounds, I was 
the largest kid in the graduat
ing class, double the size of the 
next biggest kid. The pain pen
etrated me like a dagger to my 
throat with all the name calling 
and looks. No pain could pierce 
through the armor of my self
esteem that was built up by the 
simple words that my mom had 
said to me. I was still fighting 
strong until the fatal day when 
the savior became the enemy. 
The same person, who told me 
no one could take my indiffer
ence away, became my mortal 
enemy by turning on me with 
those utterly cruel words, “You’re 
a fat shit.” My mother told me 
the only thing that I did not

want to hear. She had been my 
only defense and then she took 
it away from me!

For years, I did not speak the 
same way or look at her the same 
way again. Going through ju
nior high with my own mother 
ranting on about my weight was 
becoming unbearable; I could 
not take much more. My only 
salvation was the Lord and what 
He did for me. God gave me the 
courage to continue on. In the 
eighth grade, I became even big
ger. Graduating at three hundred 
and sixty-six pounds was not 
pleasant. Although I eventually 
found the word of Jesus, I was 
considering committing suicide. 
Jesus was not the only person
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watching over me. My grandfather 
also gave me strength. He said to 
me, “Joe, do not give up. Never let 
weaknesses like suicide get to you.”

I felt that considering that I went to 
an all-boys high school that it would 
be easier. O f course I was wrong.
They were nastier. By this time, I was 
peaking at four hundred pounds and 
I began to realize my weight prob
lem. Sitting in chairs was very dif
ficult and getting up stairs was very 
hard for my breathing. Eventually I 
tried losing weight. I went on Weight 
Watchers and the Atkins diet. They 
all failed me for I had not put forth 
effort. Food was spiking my judg
ment punch to favor the quick can
cer that was coursing through my in
testines. Nothing was working until 
one day a miracle came onto my lap; 
my grandfather bought me this exer
cise video called “Richard Simmons:
Sweating to the Oldies.” I lost forty
pounds my freshman year and a road to success was being 
built. My sophomore year, I lost another thirty pounds. I 
could not have been happier in my entire life.

I was hoping for great success, but just like the last two 
years, I became even more distraught. My grandfather was 
diagnosed with esophagial cancer and went for a procedure 
to only find out that it was inoperable.

“I want to die. I give up,” were his exact words that he 
said in the hospital. When I heard that, I was livid. My 
only defender again was swept from underneath me. After
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three months of chemotherapy 
and wanting to die, he got his 
wish. That was the final nail in 
my coffin for losing weight. Now 
that he was gone, my world was 
falling apart.

Senior year in high school, I 
weighed my maximum at a grand 
total of six hundred and ten 
pounds. Considered morbidly 
obese and not fitting into any
thing, my case had now become 
hopeless. The word of God was 
not going to help me this time. 
My life was crumbling to pieces 
and now I was getting chest pains 
as I walked from class to class. 
Why must God toy with me? 
What have I done to deserve this 
grief, or was it a sign to get over it 
and keep thriving?

At the time of banishment, the 
mortal enemy pulls out from the 

dark clouds and shines a ray of hope on me. My mother 
introduced to me the medical opportunity called gastric 
bypass. This gave me new hopes of solving my problems.
Eventually I did all these tests for it and lost a lot of weight
for it. The weight loss was only a small part of the big pic
ture. In August, I got the surgery and it has changed my life 
forever. I can still hear a faint voice slowly fading away in 
my mind. It was the faint voice of the cancer that had been 
plaguing me. Now weighing at three hundred and ninety 
pounds, I can say I will beat my worst enemy of all - my 
weight. O f course the war is not won, but I have been vic
torious. This is Joseph Brush and you’re not.
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A  D a n g e r o u s ,  R i s k y  &
T r u e  S t o r y  a b o u t  w h a t  r e a l l y  
h a p p e n e d  i n  A m e r i c a n s  C a j u n  
C o u n t r y  b y  t w o  E M S  w o r k e r s :
L a r r y  B r a d s h a w  &  L o r r i e  B e t h  S l o n s k y

Tw o  DAYS AFTER HURRICANE KATRINA 
struck New Orleans, the Walgreens at the corner of 
Royal and Iberville Streets in the city’s historic French 

Quarter remained locked. The dairy display case was clearly 
visible through the widows. It was now 48 hours without 
electricity, running water, plumbing, and the milk, yogurt, 
and cheese were beginning to spoil in the 90 degree heat.

The owners and managers had locked up the food, water, 
pampers and prescriptions and fled the city. Outside Wal
green windows, residents and tourists grew increasingly 
thirsty and hungry. The much-promised federal, state and 
local aid never materialized and the windows at Walgreens 
gave way to the looters.

There was an alternative. The cops could have broken one 
small window and distributed the nuts, fruit juices and bot
tled water in an organized and systematic manner. But they 
did not. Instead, they spent hours playing cat and mouse, 
temporarily chasing away the looters.

We were finally airlifted out of New Orleans two days ago 
and arrived home on Saturday. We have yet to see any of the 
TV coverage or look at a newspaper. We are willing to guess 
that there were no video images or front-page pictures of 
European or affluent white tourists looting the Walgreens in 
the French Quarter.

We also suspect that the media will have been inundated 
with “hero” images of the National Guard, the troops and

police struggling to help the “victims” of the hurricane. 
What you will not see, but what we witnessed, were the real 
heroes and sheroes of the hurricane relief effort: the working 
class of New Orleans.

The maintenance workers who used a forklift to carry 
the sick and disabled, the engineers who rigged, nurtured 
and kept the generators running. The electricians who 
improvised thick extension cords stretching over blocks 
to share the little electricity we had in order to free cars 
stuck on rooftop parking lots. Nurses who took over for 
mechanical ventilators and spent many hours on end 
manually forcing air into the lungs of unconscious patients 
to keep them alive. Doormen who rescued folks stuck in 
elevators. Refinery workers who broke into boat yards, 
“stealing”, boats to rescue their neighbors clinging to their 
roofs in flood waters. Mechanics who helped hotwire any 
car that could be found to ferry people out of the city. 
And the food service workers who scoured the commercial 
kitchens, improvising communal meals for hundreds of 
those stranded.

Most of these workers had lost their homes and had not 
heard from members of their families. Yet they stayed and 
provided the only infrastructure for the 20 percent of New 
Orleans that was not under water.

On day two, there were approximately 500 of us left in the 
hotels in the French Quarter. We were a mix of foreign tour



ists, conference attendees like ourselves and locals who had 
checked into hotels for safety and shelter from Katrina.

Some of us had cell phone contact with family and friends 
outside of New Orleans. We were repeatedly told that all 
sorts of resources, including the National Guard and scores 
of buses, were pouring into the city. The buses and the other 
resources must have been invisible, because none of us had 
seen them.

We decided we had to save ourselves.
So we pooled our money and came up with $25,000 to 

have ten buses come and take us out of the city. Those who 
didn’t have the requisite $45 each were subsidized by those 
who did have extra money.

We waited for 48 hours for the buses, spending the last 12 
hours standing outside, sharing the limited water, food and 
clothes we had. We created a priority boarding area for the 
sick, the elderly and newborn babies. We waited late into the 
night for the imminent arrival of the buses. The buses never 
arrived. We later learned that the minute they arrived at the 
city limits, they were commandeered by the military.

By day four, our hotels had run out of fuel and water. Sani
tation was dangerously bad. As the desperation and despair 
increased, street crime as well as water levels began to rise. 
The hotels turned us out and locked their doors, telling us 
that “officials” had told us to report to the convention center 
to wait for more buses. As we entered the center of the city, 
we finally encountered the National Guard.

The guard members told us we wouldn’t be allowed into the 
Superdome as the city’s primary shelter had descended into a 
humanitarian and health hellhole. They further told us that 
the city’s only other shelter—the convention center—was also 
descending into chaos and squalor and that the police were 
not allowing anyone else in.

Quite naturally, we asked, “If we can’t go to the only two 
shelters in the city, what was our alternative?” The guards told 
us that this was our problem—and no, they didn’t have extra 
water to give to us. This would be the start of our numerous 
encounters with callous and hostile “law enforcement.”

We walked to the police command center at Harrah’s on 
Canal Street and were told the same thing—we were on our 
own, and no, they didn’t have water to give us. We now 
numbered several hundred.

We held a mass meeting to decide a course of action. We 
agreed to camp outside the police command post. We would be 
plainly visible to the media and constitute a highly visible em
barrassment to city officials. The police told us that we couldn’t 
stay. Regardless, we began to settle in and set up camp.

In short order, the police commander came across the street 
to address our group. He told us he had a solution: we should 
walk to the Pontchartrain Expressway and cross the greater 
New Orleans Bridge to the south side of the Mississippi where 
the police had buses lined up to take us out of the city.

The crowd cheered and began to move.
We called everyone back and explained to the commander

L a rry  B radshaw  and  L o rrie  B eth  S lonsky are  e m e rgency  m ed ica l services 
(EMS) w o rke rs  fro m  San Francisco. They w ere  a tte n d in g  an EMS conference 
in  N ew  O rleans w h e n  H urricane  K a trina  s tru ck . They sp e n t m o s t o f  th e  n e x t 
w eek  tra p p e d  b y  th e  f lo o d in g -a n d  th e  m a rtia l law  c o rd o n  a ro u n d  th e  c ity .
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that there had been lots of misinforma
tion. Was he sure that there were buses 
waiting for us? The commander turned 
to the crowd and stated emphatically, “I 
swear to you that the buses are there.”

We organized ourselves and the 200 
of us set off for the bridge with great 
excitement and hope. As we marched 
past the convention center, many lo
cals saw our determined and optimistic 
group and asked where we were headed. 
We told them about the great news.

Families immediately grabbed their 
few belongings and quickly our num
bers doubled and then doubled again. 
Babies in strollers now joined us, as did

buses waiting. The commander had 
lied to us to get us to move.

We questioned why we couldn’t cross 
the bridge anyway, especially as there 
was little traffic on the six-lane highway. 
They responded that the West Bank 
was not going to become New Orleans 
and there would be no Superdomes 
in their city. [Rafe’s note: As a former 
West Bank resident, I am sickened and 
disgusted by this sentence - there is a 
mall a quarter mile from the first off 
ramp after the Crescent City Connec
tion that could have provided shelter 
for these people in relative safety and a 
truly enormous Baptist Church nearly

people using crutches, elderly clasping 
walkers and other people in wheel
chairs. We marched the two to three 
miles to the freeway and up the steep 
incline to the bridge. It now began to 
pour down rain, but it didn’t dampen 
our enthusiasm.

As we approached the bridge, armed 
sheriffs formed a line across the foot of 
the bridge. Before we were close enough 
to speak, they began firing their weap
ons over our heads. This sent the crowd 
fleeing in various directions.

As the crowd scattered and dissipated, 
a few of us inched forward and man
aged to engage some of the sheriffs in 
conversation. We told them of our con
versation with the police commander 
and the commander’s assurances. The 
sheriffs informed us that there were no

as close.]
These were code words for: if you are 

poor and Black, you are not crossing 
the Mississippi River and you are not 
getting out of New Orleans. [Rafe’s 
note: There are a lot of poor Black folks 
on the West Bank, too.]

Our small group retreated back down 
Highway 90 to seek shelter from the 
rain under an overpass. We debated our 
options and in the end, we decided to 
build an encampment in the middle of 
the Pontchartrain Expressway—on the 
center divide between the O’Keefe and 
Tchoupitoulas exits. We reasoned that 
we would be visible to everyone, we 
would have some security being on an 
elevated freeway, and we could wait and 
watch for the arrival of the yet-to-be- 
seen buses.

I

All day long, 
we saw other 
families, in
dividuals and 
groups make
the same trip up the incline in an at
tempt to cross the bridge only to be 
turned away—some chased away with 
gunfire, others simply told no, others 
verbally berated and humiliated. Thou
sands of New Orleaners were prevent
ed and prohibited from self-evacuating 
the city on foot.

Meanwhile, the only two city shelters 
sank further into squalor and disrepair. 
The only way across the bridge was 
by vehicle. We saw workers stealing 
trucks, buses, moving vans, semi-trucks 
and any car that could be hotwired. All 
were packed with people trying to es
cape the misery that New Orleans had 
become.

Our little encampment began to 
blossom. Someone stole a water de
livery truck and brought it up to us. 
Let’s hear it for looting! A mile or so 
down the freeway, an Army truck lost a 
couple of pallets of C-rations on a tight 
turn. We ferried the food back to our 
camp in shopping carts.

Now—secure with these two neces
sities, food and water—cooperation, 
community and creativity flowered. We 
organized a clean-up and hung garbage 
bags from the rebar poles. We made 
beds from wood pallets and cardboard. 
We designated a storm drain as the 
bathroom and the kids built an elabo
rate enclosure for privacy out of plastic, 
broken umbrellas and other scraps. We 
even organized a food-recycling system 
where individuals could swap out parts 
of C-rations (applesauce for babies and 
candies for kids!).

This was something we saw repeat
edly in the aftermath of Katrina. When 
individuals had to flght to find food or 
water, it meant looking out for yourself 
You had to do whatever it took to find 
water for your kids or food for your par
ents. But when these basic needs were 
met, people began to look out for each

other, working 
together and 
constructing a 
community.

If the relief organizations had satu
rated the city with food and water in 
the first two or three days, the despera
tion, frustration and ugliness would 
not have set in.

Flush with the necessities, we offered 
food and water to passing families and 
individuals. Many decided to stay and 
join us. Our encampment grew to 80 
or 90 people.

From a woman with a 
battery-powered radio, we 
learned that the media was 
talking about us. Up in full 
view on the freeway, every 
relief and news organizations 
saw us on their way into the 
city. Officials were being 
asked what they were going 
to do about all those families 
living up on the freeway. The 
officials responded that they 
were going to take care of us.
Some of us got a sinking feel
ing. “Taking care of us” had 
an ominous tone to it.

Unfortunately, our sinking 
feeling (along with the sink
ing city) was accurate. Just as 
dusk set in, a sheriff showed 
up, jumped out of his pa
trol vehicle, aimed his gun at 
our faces and screamed, “Get 
off the fucking freeway.” A 
helicopter arrived and used 
the wind from its blades to 
blow away our flimsy struc
tures. As we retreated, the 
sheriff loaded up his truck 
with our food and water.

Once again, at gunpoint, we were 
forced off the freeway. All the law 
enforcement agencies appeared 
threatened when we congregated 
into groups of 20 or more. In every 
congregation of “victims,” they saw 
“mob” or “riot.” We felt safety in num
bers. Our “we must stay together” atti
tude was impossible because the agen

cies would force us into small atomized 
groups.

In the pandemonium of having our 
camp raided and destroyed, we scat
tered once again. Reduced to a small 
group of eight people, in the dark, we 
sought refuge in an abandoned school 
bus, under the freeway on Clio Street. 
We were hiding from possible criminal 
elements, but equally and definitely, we 
were hiding from the police and sher
iffs with their martial law, curfew and 
shoot-to-kill policies.

The next day, our group of eight

walked most of the day, made contact 
with the New Orleans Fire Department 
and were eventually airlifted out by an 
urban search-and-rescue team.

We were dropped off near the airport 
and managed to catch a ride with the 
National Guard. The two young guards
men apologized for the limited response 
of the Louisiana guards. They explained

that a large section of their unit was in 
Iraq and that meant they were short- 
handed and were unable to complete 
all the tasks they were assigned.

We arrived at the airport on the day 
a massive airhft had begun. The airport 
had become another Superdome. We 
eight were caught in a press of humanity 
as flights were delayed for several hours 
while George Bush landed briefly at the 
airport for a photo op. After being evac
uated on a Coast Guard cargo plane, we 
arrived in San Antonio, Texas.

There, the humiliation and dehuman
ization of the official relief ef
fort continued. We were placed 
on buses and driven to a large 
field where we were forced to 
sit for hours and hours. Some 
of the buses didn’t have air 
conditioners. In the dark, hun
dreds of us were forced to share 
two filthy overflowing porter- 
potties. Those who managed 
to make it out with any posses
sions (often a few belongings 
in tattered plastic bags) were 
subjected to two different dog- 
sniffing searches.

Most of us had not eaten all 
day because our C-rations had 
been confiscated at the airport 
because they set off the metal 
detectors. Yet no food had been 
provided to the men, women, 
children, elderly and disabled 
as we sat for hours waiting 
to be “medically screened” to 
make sure we weren’t carrying 
any communicable diseases.

This official treatment was 
in sharp contrast to the warm, 
heartfelt reception given to us 
by ordinary Texans. We saw 

one airline worker give her shoes to 
someone who was barefoot. Strangers 
on the street offered us money and toi
letries with words of welcome.

Throughout, the official relief effort 
was callous, inept and racist. There was 
more suffering than need be. Lives were 
lost that did not need to be lost.



The tarot spread used here is called a mission spread. The first 
row explains what has been accomplished so far. The second row 
explains what is presently going on. The third row explains what 
will be accomplished and how it will affect the world around us. I 
think this is a very important topic to address because for the first 
time, a female president really is a possibility (that's Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, if you don't already know). Women have come a long way 
in the world of politics and hopefully, they will follow their way 
down the yellow brick road and kick the Wizard of Oz's ass!

Witchcraft by 
ELS Sbordone

E H ?
When it comes to women taking a lead role in anything but the classroom or the home, it unfortunately creates 
scandal. The powers that be try to put on a front for the media, but we know how the government works when  
it comes to hierarchical change. This legacy has slowly begun to prove of little value because women have only 
been on the rise. By becoming more independent in the working world, there has most definitely been a turning 
away from the family to som e extent. This angers the conservatives because "family values" are big on their 
platform (not that that has stopped George W.'s daughters from making fools of them selves during his first term). 
It has made women feel bad for wanting to do more than just be a mother and wife. There have been moments 
of achievement. Hillary played a big role during and after Clinton's presidency. She was able to put aside that her 
husband was an idiot and continue on her way to the Senate. On a side note, philosophically speaking, women  
have more of a care ethic. That means that fairness, integrity, compassion and a respect for justice is what a 
woman can bring to the presidency.



There isn't too much turmoil concerning this issue at the moment, but that is because the next election year 
isn't for a while. Women are getting more than what they bargained for. Talk of implementing the draft scared 
many (poll to follow in the next issue). Women will put up with certain things just to keep things moving, 
but hopefully, it will not end up slowing things down. Some of the feminist hoopla might becom e more of 
a burden to bear than a worthy goal, but we will push forward. People are fickle at this point about whether 
they would vote for a female president. Voters will be anxious because this would be a first for the country.

I'm quite certain that we will have a female president in the future, but not in the near future. We must learn the 
value of patience because there will be setbacks in this struggle. Whoever becom es our female president will 
have a great love of our country. She will not necessarily be loved back. There will be back-stabbing involved 
from those also in power, but there will be hope for a change in attitude. People will be cynical about how well 
our country will be run by a woman. Subterfuge is possible.



I  am writing to you with much concern after having read ofyour 
hearing to decide whether the alternative theory of Intelhgent 
Design should be taught along with the theory of Evolution. 

I think we can all agree that it is important for students to hear 
multiple viewpoints so that they can choose for themselves the 
theory which makes the most sense to them. I am concerned, how
ever, that students will only hear one theory of Intelligent Design.

Let us remember that there are multiple theories of In
telligent Design. I and many others around the world are 
of the strong belief that the universe was created by a Fly
ing Spaghetti Monster. It was He who created all that we see 
and all that we feel. We feel strongly that the overwhelm
ing scientific evidence pointing towards evolutionary pro
cesses is nothing but a coincidence, put in place by Him.

It is for this reason that I am writing to you today - to formally 
request that this alternative theory be taught in your schools, along 
with the other two theories. In fact, I will go so far as to say that 
if you do not agree to do this, we will be forced to proceed with 
legal action. I am sure that you see where we are coming from. 
If the Intelligent Design theory is not based on faith, but instead 
another scientific theory as is claimed, then you must also allow 
our theory to be taught, as it is also based on science, not on faith.

Some find that hard to believe, so it may be helpful to tell 
you a little more about our beliefs. We have evidence that a Fly
ing Spaghetti Monster created the universe. None of 
us, of course, were around to see it, 
but we have writ

ten accounts of it. We have several lengthy volumes explain
ing all of the details of His power. Also, you may be surprised 
to hear that there are over 10 million of us and growing. We 
tend to be very secretive, as many people claim our beliefs are 
not substantiated by observable evidence. What these people 
do not understand is that He built the world to make us think 
the earth is older than it really is. For example, a scientist may 
perform a carbon-dating process on an artifact. He finds that 
approximately 75% of the Carbon-14 has decayed by electron 
emission to Nitrogen-14, and infers that this artifact is ap
proximately 10,000 years old, as the half-life of Carbon-14 ap
pears to be 5,730 years. What our scientist does not realize is 
that every time he makes a measurement, the Flying Spaghetti 
Monster is there changing the results with His Noodly Ap
pendage. We have numerous texts that describe in detail how 
this can be possible and the reasons why He does this. He is of 
course invisible and can pass through normal matter with ease.

I’m sure you now realize how important it is that your students 
are taught this alternate theory. It is absolutely imperative that 
they realize that observable evidence is at the discretion of a Fly
ing Spaghetti Monster. Furthermore, it is disrespectful to teach 
our beliefs without wearing His chosen outfit, which of course is 
full pirate regalia. I cannot stress the importance of 
this enough, and unfortunately 
cannot describe

T O U C H E D  B Y H I S  N O O D L Y  A P P E N D A G E

in detail why this must be done as I fear this letter 
is already becoming too long. The concise ex
planation is that He becomes angry ifwe don’t.

You may be interested to know that global 
warming, earthquakes, hurricanes, and other 
natural disasters are a direct effect of the shrink

ing numbers of pirates since the 1800s. 
For your interest, I have included a 

graph of the approximate number 
of pirates versus the average glob
al temperature over the last 200 
years. As you can see, there is a 

statistically significant inverse

relationship between pirates and global 
temperature.

In conclusion, thank you for taking the time 
to hear our views and beliefs. I hope I was able 
to convey the importance of teaching this theory 
to your students. We will of course be able to 
train the teachers in this alternate theory. I am 
eagerly awaiting your response and hope dearly 
that no legal action will need to be taken. I think 
we can all look forward to the time when these 
three theories are given equal time in our science 
classrooms across the country and eventually the 
world: one third time for Intelligent Design,O C> ■’

one third time for Flying Spaghetti Monster- 
ism, and one third time for logical conjecture 
based on overwhelming observable evidence.

Sincerely Yours,
Bobby Henderson, 

citizen
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is 56 perfect 
Frem the hair follicle tc tfie scle cf fiis feet 
Even te tfie pcint when fie baiis up his hArds 
And his fists mif lips meet

noAn is so icvelif 
He loves noe for me 

know fie does 
tfie wAui fie loosens And sfiatters moj teetfi

love noLf no&n
He's dl tfie matn I will ever need 
He reminds me tfiAt fie loves me, tfiAt I am ioved 
Tfiroû fi everLf black eife fie îves tfiat I receive

Tfiroû fi the rape, tfie sfiame, all the h jr t  and pain 
man staufs fiandsome 

Continues to be idolized 
Our love doesn't cfian̂ e it remains the same

How dare I be ungrateful 
Because of m̂  swollen jaw 
He didn't fiave to toucfi me 
He didn't fiave to leave these permanent scars

I know I'm not fiis onlcf lover 
But I'm tfie one fie trulij adores 
Wfiî  else would fie leave me?
Witfi all tfiese black and blues open sores

He loves to â r̂essiveltf receive mij beduf 
It's not abuse. I'm onlif bein̂  used 
But I'm ala rî fit, it's all out of love 
Wfiif tfien do I feel so confused?

After careful tfioû fit and consideration 
I've finallij realized mij errors 
He îves, fie takes, and I receive selfisfili-j 
But î et I fiave nerve to be bitter

So I've decided tfiat I am not wortfiif 
To live in fiis fieart or fiis world
II rid fiimself of tfiis burden; me 
Ij pur̂ in̂  tfiis world of moj soul

Bij taking mî  life I made it a better place 
For fiim to love anotfier â ain 
His love for me will continue to burn strong 
Like this fierî  torment, tfiat I endure fiell fias no end

Tfiank î ou for bein̂  mif man 
orever and alwaî s, mif perfect love

Bij Sfieldon Bourne
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MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE

YES TO REMOVE IT 
Totals - 8 boys and 9 girls

REASONS
• Marginalizes atheists: 2 boys, 4 girls

• Separation of church and state: 2 boys, 2 girls

• Taking into account different religions: 1 boy, 2 girls

• Only put in after the Cold War started: 3 boys, 1 girl

U n d e c id e d /I n d if f e r e n t  
a b o u t  th e  w h o le  i s s u e  
2 boys and 7 g irl

NO  TO REM OVING IT 
Totals - 15 boys and 15 girls

REASONS 
• No reason at all: 3 girls

• Tradition/what America stands for: 5 boys, 6 girls

Political correctness shouldn't play second fiddle to the
truth: 2 boys, 1 girl

It's not about God, but a higher power: 2 boys, 2 girls

• We are a nation under God: 2 boys, 1 girl

• Not an important enough issue to be discussing:
4 boys, 2 girls

-  ̂ THIRD I MAO



The majority of the people that answered this poll ques
tion said that “under God” should not be removed from 
the pledge. The least surprising reason for this view is that 
it represents the traditions that we as Americans uphold; 
not to mention that Ajmerica was founded partly for re
ligious reasons. The most surprising reason for this view 
is about political correctness. The whole “under God” de
bate started when new citizens started to complain. How 
do you choose to become a citizen of a country where you 
do not agree with their traditions and policies? It is not as 
if the pledge is a blood oath. No harm will come to anyone 
who says or hears it, despite whether or not said person 
believes in God or not.

The second biggest rea
son why it does not need 
to be removed is that it is 
not an important enough 
issue at this time. There 
are more pressing things 
to be worrying about. I 
must say I agree with 
these individuals. I do 
not mean to throw this 
phrase around, but to me, 
as an atheist at least, ‘un
der God’ are just words 
and all words are arbitrary 
sounds attached to con
cepts. These words just 
happen to make some 
people feel protected 
which is the only thing 
that religion is good for.

Speaking of religion, only 14% of the poll participants 
gave as their primary answer that there is a God or god-like 
entity out there. I was impressed with this turnout because 
it just goes to show how insignificant religion is to us fun- 
loving, carefree and sinful college students.

My all-time absolute favorite reason for not removing “un
der God” from the pledge is the no reason at all excuse. These 
people must be drowning in bliss right this very second. Ig
norance is a pet peeve of mine, as you will continuously see. 
I will never understand why people have and/or give opin
ions without any kind of justification. Make something up 
at least. Give me a good laugh. The poll is anonymous, so if 
I make fun of your answer, no one will know it was you.

I’m happy to report that the highest grossing reason for 
removing “under God” from the pledge is to support my 
peoples, the atheists! Not everyone is spiritual in any way. 
Some of us believe that this country is the way it is because 
of ourselves, humankind. I’m not saying that we are per
fect or anything, but I know that we are the minority here, 
so we can move on to more universal reasons why the rest 
of us think that the pledge needs to be revamped.

Having “under God” in the pledge is an obvious violation 
of the separation between Church and State. There should 
be no touch of religion in widespread American jargon. 
Our president seems to think we are a Christian country.

If you believe that yourself, 
then you are just as dumb as 
he is. It is not even about 
the fact that he categorized 
America in a religious sense, 
but that he said this out 
loud. Talk about projecting 
your own traits onto others.

It is also disrespectfiil to 
other religions to use the 
phrase “under God” in the 
pledge. There are plenty of 
religious and spiritual sects 
that do not practice mono
theism at all. Eastern reli
gions believe in many differ
ent gods that put all together 
are one huge life force.

This last reason is what puts my faith back into the stu
dents of CSI. “Under God” was not in the Pledge of Alle
giance since its inception. It was only added after the Cold 
War started! That was a little over 50 years ago. Russia 
was Godless, so we became Godful, despite the fact that 
God had nothing to do with why Russia was Communist 
anyway

Then we have our last three contestants that admitted that 
they were undecided about the issue. They knew plenty of 
reasons why it should or should not be removed, but they 
did not want to attach themselves to one point of view. 
That is just fine with me. Never be afraid to say you do 
not know. Unless someone is asking for your name. Then, 
you are just being an American idiot.
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” W o w !  A h h  l o o k s  

f o  p r e U % i  m  H e r  n e w  

b r o * v H  f h i r t ! "

" I  k n o w !
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c a n  n e v e r  h e  t o o  r i c h ,  

t o o  t h i n ,  o r  

t o o  f ^ e p u b l i c u H / '

CALLING ALL PRETTY  
WHITE GmLS!

J o i n  t h e  A h h  C o u l t e r  L ' i f  J u n i o r  M i f f  

C o H f e r v f t l i v e  C l u b  t o d a u ,  a n d  Y O U  T O O  c a n  

0 e t  t h a t  f e x % !  W G H T  W I N G  G L O W * !

u v u lf *  i i c k l m ^  m ^ u tr e d ^
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A m < I m o w  I  c * m  D I E  iw  «  W A R  

] u i t  l i k e  S H E  d M !

Every fetus has a JESUS-GIUEN right 
to MATURE and get KILLED for OIL!
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