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May, 1995 

/ / Mock Hearing'^ Becomes Divided 
The Seperation Between Students and Administrators Becomes Clear 

by Lou Bardel 
On Thursday, May 11a public meeting 

was held by the president of C.S.I., Marlene 
Springer. The meeting was called to an-
nounce the findings of the Retrenchment 
Committee, a group of professors, student 
government representatives, and members 
of the C.S.I, administration. The commit-
tee was set up by President Springer to aid 
her in preparing a contingency plan that 
deals with the impending state and city 
budget cuts. Present at the meeting was 
the ad-hoc committee, the president her-
self, many uniformed security guards, and 
plainclothes "peace officers". In addition, 
many faculty, staff, and some students 
came to protest what promises to be the 
worst "fiscal crisis" in the history of CUNY. 
In the worst case scenario. Governor Pataki, 
along with his subordinate Mayor Giuliani, 
have put forth a cut in funds as high as 162 
million to all of the city universities. C.S.I, 
is expected to absorb up to 11.2 million 
dollars in cuts the coming Fall semester. 

The proposed cuts, explained in detail 
through an internal memorandum, were 
announced on May 5. The program of 
budget cuts must have final approval by 
the president in order to be put into effect. 
Placed on the chopping block by the ad-
hoc committee was the abolition of the 
whole Health and Physical Education 
Dept.; elimination of degree programs in 
Industrial Management Technology and 
Mechanical Engineering Technology; 
$680,000 in funds that go towards univer-
sity contracts, supplies, materials, equip-
ment, and any unexpected repairs; the 
elimination of 34 College assistant pro-
grams (many times these positions are 
given to students on campus to aid in staff 
and administration duties). Also slated to 
be enforced in the proposal are the forced 
retirement of many faculty and staff to the 
tune of 1.6 million, who by the way were 
encouraged by the president to return as 
adjunct professors resulting in a near 50% 
pay cut. 

Today's meeting which was hardly pub-
licized, except in the S.I. Advance the day 
before the event, resulted in low student 
turnout. The only group giving out infor-
mation about the event was the College 
Voice. Conspicuously missing from the 
chance to publicize the event was the ad-
ministration, the Professional Staff Con-
gress (PSC) union that is supposed to 
represent the teachers who are being fired, 
and the whole elected body of Student 
Government. Despite the lack of outreach 
for the meeting, many members of faculty 
and some student advocates showed up to 
plead for mercy, criticize, or denounce the 

devastating impact of the cuts put forth by 
the Retrenchment Committee. 

The public meeting was set up in such a 
way that anyone who had a question would 
raise it by asking the committee as a whole, 
then a representative from the group stood 
up and gave an answer. President Springer 
rarely answered on any of the inquiries, 
barely standing up only to tell the crowd 
that time was running short and demand-
ing that the proceedings come to closure. 
It was made explicitly clear by some of the 
statements and questions from the crowd 

Today's meeting which was 
hardly publicized, except in 
the S.I. Advance the day be-
fore the event, resulted in a 
low student turnout. 

that the president decided exactly what 
was going to go through and what wasn't. 
Although by the lack of vocalness from the 
president it seemed she was only a partici-
pant, not one that has the final say in the 
matter of "retrenchment." When students 
asked the panel why they were capitulat-
ing to the cuts Pres. Springer never re-
sponded. 

The members of the committee are Act-
ing Vice President Mirella Afron, Profes-
sor Mary Ellen Arrington, Mr. Michael 
Bloomberg, Ms. Gertrude Brier, Professor 
George Custen, Mr. Frank Delly, Professor 
Gloria Garcia, Professor Michael 
Greenberg, Acting Dean Joan Hartman, 
Vice President Carol Jacl«on, Professor 
Alfred Levine, Professor Louise Malarkey, 
Professor John Osakue, Dean Raymond 
Pavia, Mr. Cliff Peterson, Professor Elliot 
Rothkopf, Ms. Liz Seder, Ms. Lori Seggio, 
Professor Ruth Stark, Professor Stephen 
Steams, and Dean Martel Zeldin. 

Many students wondered how a sup-
posed student leader like Cliff Peterson, or 
Student Government President Lori Seggio 
could be on a committee that figures out 
the best way to implement budget cuts. "If 
indeed they are the student representa-
tives they claim to be, they should be at the 
forefront of the fight to stop the cuts, not to 
help administration carry them out," said 
one student present at the meeting. The 
main rationale being that as student repre-
sentatives, how could they in principle cut 
one group of students over the other. That 
logic running contrary to SG Pres. Lori 
Seggio's idea that she was on the commit-

A grim faced President Springer and an anxious Dean Affron were just two 
cliarecters in tlie absurd production of firing faculty and cancelling classes in the 
"fairest way." 

"Many students 
v^ondered hov^ a sup-
posed student leader like 
Cliff Peterson, or Student 
Government President 
Lori Seggio could be on a 
committee that figures 
out the best way to 
implement budget cuts.Jf 
indeed they are the student 
representatives they claim to 
be, they should be at the fore-
front of the fight to stop the 
cuts, not to help administra-
tion carry them out," 

The foUming fl^m are from the Retrenchment CoMitterj^^^^^ thmgh m0$ttmutMm$fii>ih$^ mul^ Mjim^ hmm - ' 
nize rallies to ^ 
nate dosses. 

tee to "defend students", stating that she 
was "proud to be here on this committee 
today." The debate becoming embroiled 
in whether one should deal with the "fis-
cal reality", or try to change it. 

Towards the end of the meeting a few 
faculty were calling for some type of job 
action to protest the budget cuts and the 
illusion of commimal "sharing of the pain." 
One only has to glance at Sie retrench-
ment proposal to see that cuts to adminis-
tration represented less than 10 percent of 
the total slashes to school funds. "This 
isn't a fortune 500 company, this is an 
institution of higher learning. It should 
not be run like a business" said CSI stu-
dent Michael Beyes. Michael said that 
both his degree programs. Industrial Man-
agement and Mechanical Engineering 
Technology, were being cut out next se-
mester and wondered out loud where that 
left him in the fall. President Springer did 
not respond to Michael's question. 

After the meeting was over a group of 
students and faculty proposed a rally at 
the campus next Wednesday on May 17. 
The rally critiqued by many to be a case of 
"too little, too late", shows that there are 
other alternative courses to take when 
fighting the budget cuts, outside of the 

current political structure of lobbying and 
letter campaigns. An example of this was 
earlier in the year on March 23 when 20,000 
students took part in an independant mass 
action around City Hall, the biggest rally 
in the last two decades of New York. 

^ ' " A' Vv. 'j^tmctiiriis^ and retrendu^t 
IthefoUowingacade^mcateasfpr 

The subcomnuttee i«commended the elimi^ , 
tions throughout the college and reductions in the part-time physician and nurses. 

4. Siibgtimt? lm«s: $5^,000 
IN Spring 1995, the college filled 22 lines with substitute faculty and staff mem-

bers. 15 lines were recommended to be unfilled. 
5. Sftendgs and Ksonpmigs: ' $808,000 
Efficiencies are recommended in both academic and administrative areas. These 

include reducing sections by increasing class size, closing the college pn Sunday, 
reducing the number of locations at which weekend college coiirses are offered. 
closing the campus between 11;00 PM and 7:00 am, reducing reassigned time, reduc-
ing non-teaching hours owed. 

We 
turing retrm< 

idmt number of faculty and CtT retirements areas for tmttm-. 

$260,000 

l i l f i Wm 

1' M o t Administration: 
1 po$ition already elimijtat^. 
i position left vacant, ^ ' 
3 Executive pay plan/R^ title positions to be restructured or eliminated,-
Highgr KdtfCftto ffilllc^r sedgĝ  $538,000 
12 positions to be restructured or eliminated, < " , 

3. Qaggiiliigd staff ' . $647,000 
15 positions to be eliminated. 
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ARRESTED STUDENTS HAULED INTO COURT 
STUDENTS FORCED TO ENDURE HOURS OF PAPER WORK 

WITH BUREAUCRATS 
By Sarah Husa in 

Students who were arrested on March 
23 and April 11th went to court on May 8th 
and 9th. The students, who were defended 
by Lawyer Ron McGuire, faced mostly 
disorderly conduct charges for the 23rd, as 
opposed to the more serious charges of 
criminal trespassing on April 11th. These 
charges against the students are the clearest 
example of the use of oppression by the 
state against student activist. 

On May 8th students gathered with sup-
porters at 9 am in front of the court house 
located on 346 Broadway. The hearings 
that day went relatively quick as the last 
student left the courthouse at 3:30 p.m. All 
of the students asked for Adjournment in 
Contemplation of Dismissal (ACD's). Un-
der this agreement the charges against the 
students will be dropped after six months, 
if the students are not arrested again. 
Though most students believed that they 
were arrested unfairly the decision to ac-
cept the ACD's was motivated by the waste 
of time they spent in court that day. 

However, on May 9th it was a different 
story for the 43 arrested at City College 
(CCNY). Ron McGuire, CUNY coalition 
lawyer, told the group of students that the 
judge was not giving every student ACD's, 
which they had agreed to take before com-
ing to court that day. Though the judge 
said that some students would not receive 
ACD's if they had prior records, it re-
mained unclear what different charges, 
and punishment they would receive. The 
judge's contempt for the students was 
made clear in his remark that he did not 
know "if there were murderers or bur-
glars" amongst the arrestees. 

After students heard about the judges 
decision there was a switch of plans. When 
the students came to the court they wanted 

to take the ACD's like the day before.I 
However, based on the judge's decisioni 
the students made the decision to stick! 
together. At one point when there wasi 
some ambiguity on the part of the students! 
as to what to do, several students spoke up! 
recalling the decision they made, as a! 
group, to fight these cuts even if it meant! 
getting arrested. The political idea of! 
strength through collective action com-l 
pelled almost all of the students to change| 
their pleas from ACD's to not guilty. 

When the students were arrested atl 
CCNY for organizing a hunger strike and I 
a peaceful sit down, they were charged! 
with "criminal trespassing." These charges] 
were ordered by CCNY President Moses, 
which meant she had to sign the affidavit 
to allow the arrests of students by both the 
NYPD and CUNY's SAFE team. At the 
court it was discovered that a CUNY SAFE 
team sergeant and some unknown person, 
whose signature was illegible, had signed 
the document. This act on behalf of the 
administration is illegal and should not be 
acceptable in court because under the law 
the owner of the property, in this case the 
president of the college, had to sign the , ' 

affidavit. The lawyer told the judge that criminal couil system continues to serve as an oppressive apparatus, collabo-
the charges were not legitimate and should rating with the NYPD and CUNY SAFE Teams to enforce the rule of the bosses, 
be dropped but the judge at that point had •• • . 

Fact Sheet On The CUNY Peace Offices 
rant a dismissal of the charges. A new .So far this year, the SAFE team has been deployed to several board of trustee 
court date was scheduled for June 19th meetings, including the February 27 meeting when the board declared financial emer-
where the fate of the students will be gency. 

decided. The students are calling upon 
community and labor to support them by 
coming to their defense on that day. 

Both bosses parties have 
declared war on working 
people and the poor 
Only to fight back, defeat the 'Contract' and stop the cutbacks, workers need a political 

party and a program of their own...a labor party, based on the unions and a perspective of 
militant class struggle, not continued support for the Democrats in any way, shape or form. 

The Republican-controlled congress has 
set its sites laying waste to any and every 
social welfare program it ca get its hands 
on. Their first hundred days of office saw 
them aim their fire at the poorest and most 
vulnerable sections of the working-class 
by gutting welfare, AFDC and school 
lunches. Still aiming to further "balance" 
the federal budget on the backs of working 
people, they promise that even more dev-
astating attacks areon the way. 

Amongst other things, these include 
doing away with the 40-hour work week, 
overtime pay and other labor legislation 
dating back to the 1930's. And in targeting 
Social Security and Medicare, which cover 
all workers after they retire, the GOP hopes 
to once and for all get rid of the notion that 
government has any obligation towards 
those that capitalism makes poor, home-
less and hungry. By continuing to take 
even more from the poor to give to the rich, 
the Republicans would like nothing more 
than to complete the transformation from 
welfare state to welfare state that their 
Democratic party predecessors began dur-
ing their tenure in office. 

Democrats: "lesser evil" or... 
While Republicans have taken the lead 

in mounting the current round of assaults 
on working people, they had the tactic 
support of the Democrats every step of the 
wA^/I^om welfare "reform" to tax cuts for 

On April 11, the SAFE team made its first arrests, of 47 City college hunger strikes. 
•On April 26, the SAFE team disrupted a peaceful hunger college vigil. 

Even more disturbing, hunger security closed the building two hours early and had 
a list of CUNY students from other cam 

puses who were not to be let inside the building, 
•Peace officers are engaging in intelligence gathering on CUNY student and faculty 

activists.. The CUNY concerned faculty have reported instances of harassment, including 
Interference with e-mail activists, die unusual presence of security personnel around the 
offices of faculty and the use of video camerasby university security to record demonstra-
tors and observers, at bolii on-campus and off^ampus CXJNY protests. FoUô ^ 
campus protests involving arrests of CUNY students, tike CUNY central administration, 
with the assistance of the NYPD, generated a list of dl student activists who had been 
arrested. Photographs and names of student activiste aie being distributed to campus 
peace officers. 

WhoWil lbePoUced? 
•Campus administrator assure us these peace officers are here for our safety, but our 

current security has been adequate. They claim crime is down by 30% because of peace 
officers, but thafs insignifieant when you realize iiie number of reported crimes per 
campus is roughly 10 a year. 

•They claims the security initiative is a response to the tragic stampede at city college, 
but facts prove them wrong as their plans dearly preceded this event. The peace officers 
are a response to and an attempt to quell CUNY protests. 

fÛ  .Ĵ k fÛ  ^̂  ^ ^^ unprecedented cuts to CUNY, after CUNY has already lost $200 million 

^ 1 • £ made available for peace officers. 
'ChanceUor Ann Reynolds was brought to CUNY to shrink it and to deny higher 

Far from opos ing the agenda underly- ^^^^^^^ opporhinity to New Yorkers, fnd she knows she won't be able to cut CUNY 

cesstobegmwitk OrasBill endwelfare ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^ ^ g ^ ^ ^^ including guns and 

as we know ;t Clmton put it we have pepper spr̂ y and have 24ho»r Srrest powei in New York state. 
tW rPnoHw ĴA sp^alsediril^ forco c»ti^tingoT33 sergeants wmbcdepto^^ 
hey re no lying- Bemg a capitahst party handle large <iemOnitration or protSte, civil ̂ t , or when tfierJ are speiers whom 

T r fk determine may cause a "pxiblic safety concem.̂ .This for^ is called the 
iSAPfteam <speml distance Wev W a n d was created in December 1994.. . 

Currently 130 swoî -inpeaceomcersoutof 

emocracy. •While current entry4evel CUNY security personnel are exploited—paid minimtmn 

jf .r^Jo wage—peace offtcers will start off with a salary of $25,000 a year, nearly the salary of an 
wn̂ k w h T ! J n ^ r n ! a s s i s t a n t professor. They are paid ^e s ^ e budget Me from wfoch finandal aid 

comeŝ the more money th^^^^^ 

^^ spring of 1991, just follow^ student protests against budget cuts and hiition 

levels. AHhesamehecutfederalhmdmg of the anti-terrokt squad for Ae |i>rt authority for ten ye^. 

n in i ^^IrA be deployed at the ?equest of the campus president, the Chancellor 
tacks on workers...at home and aboard, py her designees; in other words, the dedsion dose not have to be the campus presidents. 

continued on page 5 Once on campus-, thesquad leader, not the presid«3it,.is in controlontir'ord 
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INTERVIEW WITH FACULTY UNION HEAD-
MOHAMMED YOUSEF 

This interview was conducted on Thursday, May 11th, at the conclusion of the 
Retrenchment Committee hearings. As head of the faculty union, the Voice sought 
his position on the Committee's proposed $6.6 million cut to CSI. 

Voice: What do you say about the two 
million plus dollars slated to be cut at CSI 
by the Retrenchment Committee? 

Yousef: We were only given three min-
utes so I was not able to complete my 
presentation. This committee should go 
back to the drawing board and come up 
with the six million dollars which I believe 
is there already as of now and it will prob-
ably grow, without reductions, without 
cutting anybody. There is a huge number 
only promised one semester. Employ-
ment there is no guaranty to them. Six 
million dollars represents a 15% cut for us, 
other colleges are allowed to come up with 
alO% plan. They should stay with that and 
present it to the Chancellor. [Referring to 
the elimination of substitute lines in the 
Committee report] The reductions we have 
here, if we make this all 22 lines not re-
filled, the reductions reach $820,000 and 
the number $2.6 million becomes about 
$2.9 million. This refers only to one semes-
ter the rest of the numbers are annualized. 
For a year then it becomes $1.6 million. 
[Referring to the elimination of the Health 
and Phys Ed, Industrial Management Tech-
nology and Mechanical Engineering Tech-
nology programs and Research 
Associates]. 

These are retrenchment, these are people 
losing their jobs in each category so I don't 
want to touch that now. [Referring to the 
forced "retirements"]. 

These also are categories of losing jobs. 
Voice: Why don't you want to do any-

thing about these cuts.... 
Yousef: I don't want to touch these. I'm 

saying at this time we should go to here 
[pointing to the $2.6 million cut slated by 
the report] this number is way understated. 
I hope it's not intentional. It's probably 
close to three million dollars by now. If 
you add to this the senior administration 
cuts $260,000, I'm not even asking for more 
cuts, you're dealing with three million 
dollars comfortably. If you add to this the 
3.6 million that we figured out together, 
that becomes $6.6 million compared to a 
$40 million budget; this is about 17%. 
That's almost double what City College is 
offering and what Hunter College is offer-
ing. We saved some programs, we saved 
some departments and we saved some 
level of programmatic integrity for this 
college. I think now we are down to the 
bone. Remember, I said in my presenta-
tion, we don't have a college in SI by tax 
funds. For us to say we don't have this 
program you can go to Tottenville (for 
example). Maybe we can claim that for 
Manhattan, Brooklyn or wherever but we 
cannot claim that here. You should fight 
and President Springer should fight, for 
she is our spokesperson, our leader to 
insist that we have every single program 
in this campus that students want and that 
the Staten Islanders want. 

Voice: You have made the numbers very 
clear but what have you done to organize 
a defense against these cuts, in particular 
as head of the faculty to lead an action 
against this. I don't understand what you 
mean by "the President is our spokesper-
son" when she is paid to carry out these 
cuts... 

Yousef:. No, no spokesperson in terms 
of the academic side. Instead of our will-
ingly accepting cutting this program or 
the two year degree, I think she should 
fight for a comprehensive offering, I think 
even the Chancellor admits to that in the 
Consolidation Report and the APP, the 
Academic Program Planning. 

Voice: The union in particular, the 
union..... 

Yousef: I have sheets on what the Union 
has been doing in Albany, in City Hall... in 

print media, the Advance had an adver-
tisement, the New York Times, on TV, our 
president was there, all the administration 
were participating and sponsoring practi-
cally every demonstration, including the 
vigil we have this afternoon, that is the one 
at City hall at World trade Center. 

Voice: There are faculty, union mem-
bers, sitting on this administration com-
mittee, a management committee. If this 
were to happen in any other union... 

Yousef: No, no, we don't have a single 
officer of the PSC sitting on this commit-
tee. I made a point of having no officer 
sitting on the committee. 

Voice: It doesn't matter, they are still 
members of the union. 

Yousef: Yes, they are members of the 
union, but you see this is the philosophy, 
if we are going to go through this process, 
as you know we have here what we call 
academic government. OK, so we can't 
have it both ways. We can't say we are not 
going to participate in one part but not the 
other. If we are not going to participate, 
we are not going to participate. We don't 
have here an industrial model where we 
say we just get our paychecks and the 
management decides everything for us. 
We have a collegial model where we say 

tive which will bring them to even more 
than 100% pay. 

Voice: They have to leave after an year, 
nevertheless, right. 

Yousef: They will have to retire, that is 
correct. On the other hand everybody 
retires, nobody has a job forever, nobody 
lives forever. Some retire painfully like my 
good friend Michael Petrides who passed 
away last year, a young man, and that is 
one way of retiring. Another way is you 
opt to retire early in life and do other 
things. 

Voice: But these are forced 
retirements.-.the administration is saying 
that these people must go. 

Yousef: No, no I assure you the admin-
istration is not saying that. I will not 
accept that. It was completely on incentive 
that people who are ready to retire will be 
given credit to an additional three years of 
service and they took advantage of it. Ex-
cept for perhaps my being a little too young 
for it, I would have taken it, too. It's a good 
deal, not a bad deal, that is, financially. 
Now by keeping them here, I think that 
would preserve continuity and service to 
our students and that's our purpose. Now 
on the other hand what I'm saying is the 
number stated here ($2.6) is understated. 

yrvcess as credit to hen 

we participate together. Now I agree that 
the report that was written did not speak 
well for the faculty participating in this. 
But probably they didn't see this report as 
written. In other words, they may have 
accepted the points in it, but in the original 
report you have a $6 million cut before you 
touch anybody else Probably they would 
have come to the same conclusion as I did. 
That maybe you should stick with the $6 
million cut and that's it. 

Voice: instead of having these kinds of 
negotiations, or rather, entrapment of fac-
ulty in an administrative committee, 
should you not as a union come together 
as a united front to deal with them from a 
position of strength? 

Yousef: When you get older and be-
come a faculty member you will appreci-
ate what I'm going to say to you. I will be 
put on some kind of "Let's say moralistic 
gallows" or something if I say to them, 
"Don't exercise your academic freedom". 
That's what I'm saying. 

Voice: its academic freedom that is be-
ing cut... 

Yousef: No, no its their academic free-
dom to serve. In other words, they were 
invited to serve. Remember, what would 
be the result if they didn't serve, it would 
have been much worse. I'm not defending 
them, its a question of a horrible process, 
the board came up with and actually the 
president was very much careful to follow 
the process as credit to her. Another thing 
that is a credit to her is that she was the first 
president that thought about the value of 
our senior faculty. She wrote to all the 
faculty and told them you would be wel-
come to come back and have all the faculty 
privileges: your office, your computer, the 
facility and also teach a course, if you like. 

Voice: As an adjunct... 
Yousef: Yes, but not with less pay be-

cause they will have their full pension. 
Those people will be retired with an incen-

What's the purpose I don't know. I raised 
this carefully, clearly and forcefully; I hope 
they revise this, I hope the Committee 
catches on. 

Voice: Will the union be doing some-
thing about this. Isn't a job action in order 
here when massive cuts are in store for the 
members? 

Yousef: I'm glad you raised that be-
cause one of the things I would like you to 
print, if I may, is our lobbying effort, di-
rected at City Hall and Albany. That per-
son who is coordinating the campaign is 
working day and night He is an officer 
and a Latino, too. He is the one who is 
actually saving the CUNY budget. He is 
an officer of the PSC, he is saving the 
CUNY budget. In Albany, in the City 
Council, he is our lobbyist. As you know, 
lobbying requires certain training, certain 
contacts; you develop that. 

Voice: It also requires certain compli-
ance and certain acceptance of the status 
quo. Instead of mass action and strikes, 
which was the way in which, for example, 
the CIO was created in the 1930s, what has 
happened to that tradition of labor mili-
tancy which allows working people to 
defend themselves on the basis of their 
own interests without pleading to the 
bosses... 

The above interview was interrupted by a 
professor who burst in with fran tic anger at the 
earlier proceedings. The Voice reporter sought 
to interview him but he was too upset and did 
not want to even provide his name. This de-
spite a brave effort to conduct a conversation 
while in hot pursuit of the fleeing stricken 
faculty member. 

TASKS & 
PERSPECTIVES 
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sober j ^ b m ? ) 'A de i^ llfte i ^mtbe i ^ i iT^ 

fO'^tlfisii , 
Itas'nol: uttered word 

hlye t e ^ l i l i i i i i i g 

the a^cmt^ to cany gtms and bsue -
resfe <l3t»4 % ^^tlitg Retrenchi^i CoiJcv-
mittees. O ^ mlist mther be a moix>n or a 
cojlaboratbr to siippoit administcation in r 

The PSC should be organizing the faculty of all the 
colleges of CUNY on the basis of an injury to one is 
a injury to all - the bedrock principle of unionism 
and opposing cuts across the board. 
However the principle of the PSC leadership seems 
to be an injury to you is better than an injury to me 
and if that doesn't work an injury to the members 
i.e. faculty is better than an injury to the leadership. 

ol^ediveohefliatamesfmm^^ ' ĥey are^pald to follow ordera and if {he 

wa«l» ip trnt a ^ w o r k - m t y out%at»;'lliat U what iheyl̂  
etsdoiiot wmtittget^. Thisli«fim6stbe wiliHd president S p r h ^ is itotal^out tO; r 
dedared by the ̂  leadership whose re- six figure salaj^ and a house oit 
spQirnhmfy » fe lo defend its members. Todt Hill for some poor adjimcte or stu-" 

admiiifetSra^orC;," d e n t s , " - a -

xerand / 

k- ' ad . 

To Ymi^f, fi^tingbadt 
otherwise known ^ 

" \en askieid about takink a 

^ Lo^jringasybusefhimsdfdatoedf^ 
quires certain braining, certain contacts", 
which effecHveiy excludes the masses of 
students/ faculty and staff effected. It is 
diHerent from a democraticaHy elected 
leadershipo^amassmovement that would 
meet, with the rulers of the dty to put 
forward the demands dedded upon by 
the Movement, It is the buckram maneu-

«lobby-' ̂  vering of aself selected elitê  usually hired 
b u t t o c k ^ o - r ^ P < | i n t e d . ^ , -

action " - A strike Iŝ a mass action that mvolves 
y' the witdle meirtb^^^ of the iimicm. One 

actttallj obvious prei^iMte ̂  any ̂ itril^ action 
- * ^ isimdeie^tandingdtepmciplea^ 

plati^ oi a strike1>y Yousef is indicative 
that this IP^ leadershipis completely use-
less as a means of defending the faculty 
facing the budget axe. Indeed it is an ob-
stacle, Faculty truly inter^ted in defend' 
ing their jobs and the quality of CUNY 
education should get off their buttocks 
and oifganize an opposition to their bu-
reaucratic leadeirship and begin to prepare 
for a strike. CUNY students have proven 
their wllin^ess to 0ght to defend their 
education. The entrance of faculty into a 
common front with students will energize 

' thewholeibovem^tandbringwholenew 
l ay^ of students into ihe figjht GuiHani, 
Pa t ^ ^ d Wall Street wiU suddenly find 
the mekî y they daim is not thiere. One 

«ts*.,that have-been 

Declaring War on the Bosses 
Parties... 

continued from page 3 

slashing social services to the bone while 
lavishly funding contra wars around the 
world. 

In New York, it was Democratic party 
politicians from Beame to Carey to Cuomo 
to Dinkins, all elected with the votes of 
labor and NYC's large minority popula-
tions, who led the way in administering 
the same crippling cutbacks, layoffs and 
"givebacks" that Giuliani and Pataki are 
dishing out today. Indeed it was under the 
Democrats that open admissions and free 
tuition at CUNY became a thing of the 
past. Now, from Clinton on down. Demo-
crats don't even pretend to be "friends of 
labor." Instead, they openly vye with their 
Republican "rivals" over who can more 
efficiently impoverish more workers with 
less overhead. 

Yet most union officials along with the 
self-proclaimed "leaders" of the minority 
communities and the women's movement 
and even many self-styled "socialists" still 
look to the Democrats as some sort of 
alternative to the Republicans. Others give 
back-handed support to the Democrats by 
focusing solely on the role the Republi-
cans play, letting the Democrats off the 
hook. Clearly they are barking up the 
wrong tree. Far from being any sort of 
"lesser evil," support for the Democrats 
has never been so evil. For now, more than 
ever, independent working class politics, 
a labor party based on the unions and a 
program of uncompromis ing class 
struggle, not the conciliatory class collabo-
ration of the union bureaucracy, is what's 
on the order of the day. 

Behind the ''Contract:" soaking the poor... 
The last decade saw America's ruling 

rich transfer more and more of its resources 
away from economic development and 
social services to outright swindling and 
financial speculation. Deindustrializing 
and decapitalizing America's inner cities 
and industrial heartlands, they increas-
ingly shifted production to low-wage ar-
eas in the "Third World". American 
workers, whose wages constantly declined 
as the cost of living continued to rise and 
who already were receiving less social 
welfare benefits than anywhere else in the 
industrialized world, are, thus, in no way 
responsible for the ongoing crisis the capi-
talist economy finds itself in as a result of 
this policy of plutocratic pillage and plun^ 

der. Yet both Republicans and Democrats 
still agree that in order to make American 
capitalism more competitive on the world 
market, workers wages must be slashed 
even more and already inadequate social 
services cut back even further. 

Continuing the radical redistribution of 
wealth (from those at the bottom to those 
at the top) which took off under Reagan, 
both bosses parties aim to transfer even 
more wealth out of the pockets of the poor 
and into the reserves of the rich. Making 
working people tighten their belts around 
already lean waists while bloated bankers 
and bondholders continue to gorge them-
selves on "free trade" a la NAFTA and 
GATT is their idea of trimming the fat. 
Meanwhile, in America's big cities, the 
gap between rich and poor more and more 
rivals that of "Third World" countries like 
Guatemala. 

...To bail out the rich 
At the same time as both bosses' parties 

rage against welfare for the poor and needy, 
they continue to increase welfare for the 
rich and greedy. Supposedly that pro-
vides "incentive" for the ruling class, which 

monopolize the wealth that working 
people create for them, to get the economy 
moving again. Needless to say, they are 
only going to do so under conditions fa-
vorable to their profit margins, not to the 
livelihoods of the majority of the popula-
tion that has to work for a living. 

So more money than ever is slated for 
the already bloated Pentagon budget. 
Along with what's already being spent on 
various covert wars around the world and 
the overt invasion and occupation of Haiti, 
this amounts to little more than a handout 
to the military-industrial complex. No 
funds can be found for America's deterio-
rating inner cities but billions are on hand 
to prop the rulers of Mexico and Russia as 
they attempt to do their economies what 
Clinton and Gingrich are doing here...and 
benefit the same American bosses in the 
process. 

Having already increase taxes on work-
ers to the point where most tax dollars 
come out of our paychecks, they now pro-
pose even more tax breaks for those who 
need them the least since they already 
make the most. And while badly needed 

social services are on the chopping block, 
the billions slated to go to interest pay-
ments on the debt(and the debt itself) to 
billionaire bankers and bondholders re-
main scared cows. 

Since the two-party system in fact means 
one party rule of the rich, by the rich and 
for the rich, workers are supposed to si-
lently take this one-sided war on the poor 
whidi threatens to impoverish millions 
and set the clock before the new deal when 
the raw deal was standard fare for all those 
who had to work for living. That is the 
grim future that continued rule by the 
rich, be it under the Republicans or Demo-
crats, holds out for the vast majority of the 
American population. And yet the riches 
and resources, not to mention the produc-
tive capacity for creating g them in abi'.n-
dance clearly exit. Only as long as they 
remain in the hands of a handful, and as 
long ds corporate greed takes priority over 
human need, poverty, not plenty will be 
our lot in life. 

Without struggle there can be no progress 
The gains made by minorities in the 

sixties and under attack today were all 
won by the militant struggle of the civil 
rights and black power movements. The 
limited social welfare measures now un-
der assault were likewise products of the 
militant labor upsurge of the 1930s. The 
lesson is clear: without struggle there can 
be no progress. Only in both those periods, 
the American ruling class still enjoyed 
enough elbow room on the world market 
so it could afford to grant a few reforms in 
order to contain such struggles. Today, 
however, it face stiffer challenges than 
ever before from its rivals, so all of its 
representatives agree that even more aus-
terity is on the order of the day for working 
people. 

Therefore, to propose letter-writing and 
lobbying the same politicians who dance 
to the tune that Wall Street whistles is a 
deadly illusion. It will disarm any effec-
tive fightback...just as any and all support 
to the Democrats has always tied the hands 
of organized labor and the movements of 
the exploited and oppressed. Militant mass 
actions that mobilize working class poli-
tics are what's needed; not continued 
crawling and groveling before the same 
politicians who take turns in enforcing 
austerity. 

For labor action against the "contract" 
It is the working class which controls the 

creation and flow of wealth in this coun-

continued on next page 
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Philadelphia Transit Workers Win lUodest Gains 
By M i c h a e l Schre iber 

Philadelphia - Last month, striking tran-

sit workers vowed to do "whatever it takes" 

to gain a decent contract from the South-

eastern Pennsylvania Transportation Au-

thority (SEPTA). The strike remained solid 

for 14 days. And yet, union negotiators 

settled for a contract with very few gains. 

Beginning on March 28, about 5,200 

members of Transport Workers Union 

(TWU) Local 234 - drivers, mechanics, jani-

tors, cashiers, and other workers - shut 

down the City division of the nation's 

fourth largest transit system. The timing 

of the walk-out was quite effective since it 

occurred during the busy pre-Easter shop-

ping season. 

The suburban Red Arrow division soon 

closed down when SEPTA locked out the 

workers, members of United Transporta-

tion Union Local 1594. Finally, on April 7, 

about 300 drivers and mechanics on 

SEPTA'S Frontier division also walked off 

the job after their contracts expired. 

The regional rail lines and the subway 

line to New Jersey, however, remained in 

steady operation during the strike. In fact, 

rail ridership increased 60 percent. 

On one afternoon, TWU picketers stood 

across the tracks of a single rail line, which 

disrupted service for a few hours. But the 

TWU leadership made little attempt to 

organize picket lines outside the rail barns, 

or to appeal to the rail unions to call out 

their members in solidarity. If this had 

been done, the railworkers would have 

been eager to express their solidarity, since 

they too are under attack. 

After 14 days, morale remained high 

among the strikers, although many union 

members were suffering economic hard-

ship. The TWU had no strike fund and 

paid no benefits to strikers. And SEPTA 

had stopped paying medical benefits. 

In the early morning of April 10, a tenta-

tive settlement was announced between 

SEPTA and union negotiators. By evening, 

most buses, trolleys, and subway cars were 

in operation again. Unfortunately, the 

workers were sent back to work without 

even having seen the new contract. Voting 

was not scheduled until five days later. 

According to the settlement terms that 

were announcced publicly, workers will 

receive a 3% yearly raise. However, the 

raises will take place each Dec. 15 rather 

than toward the beginning of the year, as 

the union had demanded. Thus; wages 

will likely fall behind the rate of inflation. 

SEPTA agreed to minor improvements 

in sick pay. As in the old contract, workers 

will get no pay at all for the first three days 

of illness. Starting on the fourth day, they 

will get a mere 45% of their pay, up from 

39%. 

Pensions for future retirees were a key 

issue during the strike. Under the old 

contract, S E ^ A gave the workers no credit 

pensions on wages above 35,000 a year. In 

the settlement, SEPTA agreed to raise the 

"cap" to $40,000. 

But the union gave up concessions in 

regard to workers' compensation. Under 

there formula, injured workers will be paid 

slightly less than their regular wage and 

can be placed in an expanded list of "light 

duty" jobs. 

The settlement was brokered behind the 

scenes by an official from the mayor's of-

fice. After the agreement was announced, 

Philadelphia's Democratic Party Mayor 

Rendell - obviously believing that the strike 

was brief enough to have done him little 

damage - said that the workers "deserved 

the raises and they worked hard for them". 

But two weeks earlier, Rendell had taken 

an entirely different position. As the strike 

... War on the bosses parties 
continued from previous page 

try, not Clinton, Gingrich or their bosses 

on Wall St. It is those workers, still orga-

nized into powerful multiracial unions, 

who, through their collective activity, can 

stop that flow of wealth and bring the 

bosses to their knees. And in going so, they 

can rally behind them all of the nation's 

working people and poor. Similar such 

struggle by Italian and French workers 

hand already forced "their" right wing 

governments to back off from their anti-

labor agendas. 

With their across-the-board attacks on 

all worker, the bosses have laid the basis 

for a unified fightback by all workers. That 

is why they need to constantly scapegoat 

the must vu lnerab le sectors of the 

oppressed(i.e., welfare mothers, immigrant 

workers, etc.) as a desperate divide-and-

rule poly. Only what stands in the way of 

a unified and effective fightback are the 

pro-capitalist union leaders and the middle 

class misleaders of the movements of the 

specially oppressed. Through their ties to 

the Democratic party. All of them sabo-

tage any and every fight before it begins. 

For when the bosses say cutback, they say 

"share the pain," instead of fightback. As 

if those who inflict the pain in the first 

place have any intention of feeling it. 

Break with the Democrats... 

Any economic struggle against the 

agenda proposed by both Republicans and 

democrats entails a real political struggle: 

build ing a labor party, based on the unions 

and a program of militant class struggle 

that will fight for the interests of working 

people and not bow to those of Wall St. 

That means fighting not just at the ballot 

box but on the battle lines and picket lines 

of all the struggles of the exploited and 

oppressed. 

Such a party would have the potential to 

unite behind it not just workers and the 

deadline approached, he scolded SEPTA 

workers, saying that they should feel lucky 

to even have a job. He dien urged SEPTA 

officials to stand fast in their anti-labor 

proposals. 

Nor did the striking workers receive 

any sympathy from members of the City 

Council. These mainly Democratic Party 

politicians, who had once styled them-

selves "friends" of labor, were now either 

silent or downright hostile to the union. 

The SEPTA brass had big business behind 

them as well. According to The Philadel-

phia Enquirer, prior to 3\e strike, SEPTA 

officials got the approval of the executive 

board of the Chamber of Commerce for 

their tight-fisted negotiations strategy. In 

effect, the city's capitalist establishment 

and the elected officials that represent it 

decided together to force a strike. 

The Philadelphia city administration 

contributes less funds to its transit system 

than any one of the other 20 largest metro-

politan areas, although it gives away a 

fortune in dividends to the bankers and 

the millionaire bond-holders. But these 

facts were generally ignored by the media, 

while they concentrated on horror stories 

about poor people who could no longer 

get to supermarkets, clinics, schools, and 

jobs because of the walk-out. 

The Daily News, a low-brow tabloid 

that claims to be a "working-class" news-

paper, took particular delight in poking 

fun at Local 234's flamboyant president, 

Harry Lombardo labeling him the "guru" 

of the TWU. 

Lombardo, to his credit, stood up for the 

rank-and-file unionists during the strike. 

"It's tough for workers," he pointed out, 

"and not because there's not any money. 

It's because the money is being concen-

trated into a smaller number of people's 

hands." 

Lombardo repeatedly denounced the 

city administration as one that works "for 

the benefit of the rich and privileged." He 

put down SEPTA'S chief spokesperson as 

a "million dollar p imp." 

After the settlement was announced, 

however, I^ombardo was more subdued. 

"You can't always get what you want," he 

said. "Wh^t more can we possibly gain by 

staying o^t, and is it worth it?" 

A couple of days after the tentative settle-

ment, I spoke to some rank-and -file bus 

drivers who were back on the job. They 

told me that although the union officials 

were trying to "sell" the new contract, and 

most drivers seemed to favor it, some were 

having second thoughts. The new con-

tract "looked real good in the newspa-

pers," one said. "But what did we really 

get?" 

It appears to me that the TWU leader-

ship could have obtained much more for 

the union members, given the strength of 

the strike. 

Lombardo and three other union offi-

cials, despite their radical sloganeering 

and stunts for the media, never took the 

elementary step of setting up effective 

picket lines outside the rail barns. But 

even so, the strikers were united to the 

end; nobody went back to work until it 

was over. Buses and trolleys were at a 

standstill. The center city corporations 

and department stores were clearly hurt-

ing and agitating for a settlement. 

In the end, the Lombardo leadership (no 

doubt feeling pressure from the TWU in-

ternational) simply gave in and opted for 

an easy compromise with management. 

This article was reprinted from Socialist 

Action. 

...Sri-Lanka 
poor, but even those sections of the middle 

class hardest hit by the current crisis. But 

to do so it must address our needs and not 

those of our needs and not those of com-

mon exploiters and oppressors as do those 

who support the Democrats...and thus ac-

cept cutbacks as "inevitable" products of a 

system that the Democrats up-holds every 

bit as much as the Republicans do. 

Already corporate greed has ignited no 

shortage of struggle against it from coast 

to coast. In California, Workers have united 

to fight back against the raciest proposi-

tion 187. 

In the mid-west, Staley, Caterpillar and 

firestone workers are contorting the 

unionbusters head-on. On April 9th, thou-

sands converged in Washington to defend 

abortion rights. And sentiment for a labor 

party, reflected in LPA, is beginrung to 

make more and more headway within the 

unions themselves, forcing even some of 

the bureaucrats to talk tough. Only talk is 

not enough; the struggle to build a politi-

cal voice for labor entails a rank-and-file 

rebellion to oust those same pro-Demo-

crats party bureaucrats who stifle labor's 

economic voice by refusing to even 

fightback at that level...because of their 

support to the Democrats. 

...Build a labor party 
A fighting labor party can and must be 

built through linking up all these struggles 

on a political level, both locally and na-

tionally. That entails articulating a class 

struggle program that poses a real alterna-

tive to both bosses' parties such a program 

begins with a figthback against the current 

round of cutbacks but must end with work-

ing people making and taking the power 

for themselves through socialist revolu-

tion so that the riches and resources cre-

ated by the majority can finally be used to 

benefit that majority and not the minority 

that monopolizes them now! 

advantage possessed by the goverimient. 

Free Trade and Free Death 
The policy of giving free reign to foreign 

multi-nationals, the setting up of free trade 

zones, where workers were stripped of all 

protection and foreign capital reaped su-

per profits launched by the previous UNP 

regime helped to exacerbate the tensions 

between different regions of the country 

as development took on a very uneven 

pattern. Since the so-called liberalization 

was launched the Sri-Lankan bourgeoisie 

has enriched itself and foreign consumer 

goods are commonplace in the capital and 

other urban centers. The remaining 99% of 

the country have suffered enormous eco-

nomic hardship, increasing unemploy-

ment, stagnating real wages and war. A 

left wing rebellion led by the Janatha 

Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), a Maoist orga-

nization, erupted in the South of the coun-

try in the mid-80s as thousands of youth 

facing the prospect of unemployment re-

acted against the UNP government's give 

to the rich policies. This was crushed bru-

tally by the UNP, which created death 

squads that "disappeared" thousands of 

rural Scintilla youth. 

The PA came into power on the promise 

that it will not end the unbridled rule of 

the profiteers and have a "capitalism with 

a human face". The sweeping victory of 

the PA emboldened the working class 

which feeling it had a government in power 

that was on its side launched a spate of 

strikes against bosses that had ruled with 

contempt for almost two decades. Sri-

Lankan workers played hardball against 

bosses too used to being able to layoff 

workers on whim. Several capitalists were 

taken hostage and one was threatened with 

being thrown off the roof if he did not hire 

back the employees he had felt like firing. 

Workers were able to win many of their 

demands and the PA regime committed to 

continuing free market policies but hav-

ing promised relief to workers were un-

able to crack down immediately. However 

Sri-Lankan and foreign capitalists were 

assured that order will be restored and 

that no change will be made in its pro-

capitalist policies. 

It is only through a workers revolution 

that peace and prosperity be brought to 

this troubled land. The resources of Sri-

Lanka must be brought under the demo-

cratic control of its workers and the uneven 

development which is blowing the coun-

try apart be halted. A revolutionary front 

must be launched by the Sinhala workers 

of the South, calling for a plan of egalitar-

ian economic development for the whole 

country and the recognition of the right of 

the Tamil people to self-determination. It 

is only such a program that will unite the 

people of all ethnicity's and religions un-

der one banner and bring an end to the 

torrent of blood being spilled by the work-

ers and poor. 

have suffered enormous eco-
n0mic Mf4Bbip, mmming 
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Market Liberalization and the Rise of Fascism in India 
By MD Wijerama 
The recent victory at the polls of the far 

right Hindu chauvinist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and Shiv Sena (SS) in the In-
dian states of Maharashstra and Gugurat 
comes in the wake of increasing commu-
nalist violence betvî een Hindus and Mos-
lems. Tensions between the many ethnic 
and religious groups of India a huge na-
tion, comparable in size to continental 
Europe and with a population of over 800 
million have intensified with the move 
towards mass privatization of industry. 
The logic of privatization, dictated by the 
US and its international financial institu-
tions the World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, has led to mass 
layoffs and attacks on the already meager 
standard of living of millions of Indian 
workers and peasants. 

The Indian bourgeoisie without its So-
viet prop has opened the doors to western 
capital hungry for the super-profits that 
could be garnered by exploiting Indian 
labor. In order to facilitate this the ruling 
Congress party has begun the process of 
selling off nationalized industry leading 
to massive layoffs and devastation for the 
toiling masses. The increased misery of 
the people has heightened the search for 
radical alternatives. The bourgeois parties 
- Congress and Janata Dal as well as the 
reformist workers parties - the Commu-
nists, are all seen as parties of the estab-
lished order. The far right BJP and SS 
through its demagogic appeal to Hindu 
chauvinism and ultra-nationalism poses 
itself as an alternative. Despite bombastic 
militancy they represent the same "free 
market" misery. The expatriate newspa-
per India Today in its March 17th issue 
reported: "The big question on everyone's 

lips is what implications the Congress 
Party's debacle would have for ongoing 
economic reform programs. And surpris-
ingly, the popular perception among the 
business and industrial communities here 
is not so grim. In fact the refrain is, nothing 
will throw the reforms off course. The BJP and 
SS are largely parties representing Indias 
small owners who are also being hit hard 
by the influx of foreign capital. LK Advani 
the leader of the BJP has stated, "Foreign 
capital should be welcome only in high 
technology areas of infrastructure... .There 
is no harm in having a power project set up 
by a foreign multinational company. But 
in the consumer sector, where there are a 
lot of small industrial units and cottage 
industries providing employment to mil-
lions, if you allow foreign companies to 
come in it will render hundreds of thou-
sands jobless." Paul brass, a US "India 
scholar", speaking at a forum at Columbia 
University in NYC stressed the impor-
tance afforded a strong central state by the 
Indian ruling class: "The method increas-
ingly pursued by the central government 
in the case of secessiorusm, and proposed 
to be strengthened by the BJP, is brutal 
suppression of all secessionist threats and 
insistence on the full integration of Mus-
lims in India as politically Hindu India". 
Speaking of this Hindu chauvinism Brass 
continued, "moreover, it has now become 
entrenched as the predominant ideology 
of the upper class, upper caste Hindu soci-
ety in northern India." The BJP and SS play 
the role of the armed thugs of Indian big 
bourgeois who at this point are willing to 
tolerate some demagogic anti-western sen-
timent in exchange for terrorizing Mos-
lems and other minorities into submission. 

The so-called market 
liberalization inevitably 
entails sharply uneven 
development to the 
detriment of in general 
Indias workers and poor 
and also whole regions. The 
far right uses this to 
heighten communalist 
tensions by scapegoating 
non- Hindus for the plight 
of the suffering masses. 

The Indian ruling class by 
virtue of its wealth and 
power will not and cannot 
oppose the dictates of its 
senior rulers in the US. The 
resulting divisions that are 
created between the peoples 
of India likewise will only 
be contained through vio-
lence. These divisions are at 
once fostered by the policies 
of privatization and then suppressed 
through violence. 

The working class of India has grown 
tremendously since independence. There 
are two mass workers parties in the Com-
munist Party Of India (CPI) and the Com-
munist Party of India - Marxist (CPI-M) 
which have controlled the state govern-
ments of West Bengal and Kerala for many 
years. However they have modeled them-
selves in the bureaucratic fashion of their 
former counterparts in Moscow instead of 
fighting for a workers revolution and so-
cialism. The ideology of revolutionary so-
cialism as espoused by Marx and Engels in 
the 19th century and the Bolsheviks in the 
20th is the only ideology which proposes a 
radical egalitarian alternative to capital-

ism by unit ing the working class 
irregardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, 
religion, etc. to take control of the means of 
production and use it for meeting needs 
instead of profit. The Indian Communists 
have strayed far from that uncompromis-
ing militancy of egalitariansim towards 
compromise with the Indian bourgeoisie. 
As such millions of Indian toilers while 
attracted to the banner of communism are 
frustrated by the complicity of the Com-
munist parties in the crisis of Indian soci-
ety. Indian workers urgently require the 
building of a revolutionary commurust 
party in the tradition of the Bolsheviks 
which will unite the people around the 
banner of equality based on workers power 
if India is not to head down the path of the 
former Yugoslavia or worse. 

Sri-Lanka: The Killing Fields Resume 
Only Revolution Will Bring Peace!!! 

By MD Wijerama 
The peace process entered into by the 

Peoples Alliance (PA) government and the 
separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) has collapsed. The LTTE has 
downed two Airforce transport planes kill-
ing 94 servicemen and sank the largest 
Navy vessel kiUing all board. 

The PA swept into power at the end of 
last '94 with the promise of ending the 
reign of terror of the previous United na-
tional Party (UNP) regime which had ruled 
with a tight fist for 17 years. Amongst the 
main promises of the PA, a cross class 
alliance of the main opposition bourgeois 
party and reformist workers parties, was 
an end to the war between the Sri-Lankan 
government and the separatist LTTE. The 
war was bloody, costing some 70,000 lives 
and billions of dollars in this poor semi-
colonial country off the southern coast of 
India. 

The PA regime since beginning the peace 
process had lifted the economic embargo 
on the North and East regions of the coun-
try which are LTTE strongholds and had 
inaugurated a plan of economic recon-
struction to rebuild the war ravaged North-
east. These moves were welcomed by the 
LTTE. However the LTTE demanded that 
the Pooneryn army base in the North be 
dismantled which the PA regime was not 
ready to accede to. The LTTE has carried 
out limited but devastating attacks on mili-
tary installations to push its agenda in the 
peace process, the first being the sinking of 
two Navy vessels at the beginning of the 
peace process 4 months ago. 

The latest attacks came at a time when 
the heads of state of South Asian countries 
were meeting at a regional conference, 
SAARC, to promote free trade and coop-
eration in security matters. In fact this was 

a major concern raised 
by Sri-lankan President 
C h a n d r i k a 
Kumaratunga. The LTTE 
may have seen this as a 
sign of bad faith on the 
part of the PA regime. 
The PA regime is 
confronted with the 
possibility of resuming 
the war with the LTTE. 
However by all accounts 
the Sri-Lankan military 
is ill prepared for 
resuming an all out of-
fensive while the LTTE, 
has equipped itself with 
surface to air missiles 
nul l i fying the air 

LTTE seperatists fight for mini-capitalist state 
cont.previous page 

DOWN WITH FREE MARKET, COMMUNALIST SLAUGHTER! 
F O R A S O C I A L I S T F E D E R A T I O N O F S O U T H A S I A ! ! 
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O R I A L & E R 

Stop Retrenchment! 
No Cuts! No Layoffs! 

A dministration taking its cue from its bosses at City Hall and 

Albany has announced a "Retrenchment" plan for the 

elimination of $6.6 million worth of departments, faculty and 

staff. This even before the cuts have been finalized by their superiors. 
Administrations role as management who serve the sole purpose 

of policing the City University for the budget slashers is clear. 

The presence on the so-called "Retrenchment Committee" of 

Student Government "leaders" and faculty is a betrayal of the 

fight to stop the cuts. However, it is not these practitioners of 

"realism" that will determine the outcome of the struggle. The 

mass and militant action of CSI and other CUNY students as 

witnessed on March 23 is what will halt the budget ax of Pataki 

and Giuliani. Pataki did announce after the 23rd that he would 

reduce the cut backs. The rogues gallery that comprised the 

Committee stand exposed before the students, faculty and staff 

of CSI. The can talk all they want about "fair" firings and 

elimination of classes as long as that list does not include them. 

It only makes it clear who our allies are and who our enemies 

are. While Student Government members support their 

President it is clear by the last SG elections, where only 240 

students voted, that they have the least support of the student 

body. As for the faculty members on the Retrenchment 

Committee we ask - Will you hand deliver the pink slips to your 

colleagues? 

As summer approaches, students empty out of the university 

yet the cuts remain looming over us. Student militants 

must look to organized labor. The working class has no summer 

vacation, it will be at its posts, in the subways, hospitals, 

factories and offices. It is they who have the power to turn off 

the spigot of profit that is the life blood of Wall Street and its 

hired goons in Albany and City Hall. It is organized labor that 

can shut the city down through a general strike and send the 

budget cutters scurrying. We know that organized labor too 

has its bureaucrats - the agents of the bosses. We must appeal 

to the rank and file, and particula-'ly those rank and file 

oppositions like New Directions in the Transport Workers 

Union (TWU), who act in the interests of the ordinary worker, 

who act on the basis of class independence and class struggle. 

CUNY militants must enter into an alliance with New Directions 

and all workers who are ready to kick some boss ass. The 

money exists, the Fortune 500 millionaires of New York who 

live in luxury while we are being cut, fired, and shot at by 

N YPD, will pay for the their budget crisis not us. Tax the Rich! 

Cancel the Debt! Students and Workers Unite!!! 

ATIiraON: M S Abol Employeê ^ 
Rally id Stop die Sd Cuts 

l l l i i i i l i i i i i I B B 

niiirsdaŷ May 25 • l-OOPM. • City HaU Park 
Which of the foUpwing pKwpecte pushes your bMtlons? 
• Larger classes 
• Oasses held in auditoduiiv gj^/hdlways, cafeterias aî ^ 
• Larger caseloads/fewer support services 
• Fewer coui»e offerm^: art, music, business, phys ed, languages elecUves 

• of Err finding) 
• Accelerated building deterioration 
• Demands for contract "savings" 

Loss o£ summer sporte/ alter school programs 

• Foodandtransportationcut^cks , V » 
if any of these have you worried, take action! 

Our schools face almost $800 million in funding cuts. After $1.4 billion 
lost in the last four years—and more students streaming in annually—all of the 
above can result if we do nothir^. You have a ma|or stake in the outcome of this 
crisis. 

Sing up today to stand with your colleagues to protest the education 
budget cuts — and save our students' futures and the future of our profession, 

let your voice be he^d at city haU on may 25, at 4:00 p.m. — because— 
a mflUon minds matter. 

United Federation of Teachers (UFT) 
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A RESPONSE TO STUPIDITY 
FIRST GET YOUR FACTS STRAIGHT THEN WRITE, OR AT LEAST YOUR BRAIN IN PLACE 
By Sarah Husain 
This is a response to an article written by 

Chris Zeyer, "Stupidity of a Protester II: The 
Town Meeting" in the Banner Issue XIV. 

Chris Zeyer has written two pieces about 
the budget cuts fight back, both of the 
pieces are outrageous and makes a stu-
dent wonder if he is for or against the cuts. 
When discussing the cuts, readers would 
appreciate that a college student write 
something factual and readable. Making 
comments like: 

I couldn't stand watching students parad-
ing around practicing acts offu tility. I figured 
it was youth and ignorance spewing their 
opinion. I found 
out a few weeks ago 
that age and arro-
gance can be just 
as foolish. 

Mr. Zeyer ob-
viously does not 
understand, I 
guess because as 
he says he "has 
no life" that the 
proposed budget 
cuts to CUNY is 
no joke. 

These cuts that 
threaten to shut 
thousands of students out of an education, 
are the highest cuts in the history of CUNY. 
The cuts propose to increase tuition by a d 
$1000 (the result of a $148 million cut in 
state funding), a 10^ cut in Financial Aid, 
the elimination of SEEK, elimination of 
thousands of classes and laying off of lOO's 
of faculty and staff. 

On March 23 when 20,000 students came 
out to protest the cuts, they weren't there 
"practicing acts of futility", or coming out 
to protest for their education because they 
had nothing better to do or don't have "no 
life." March 23 was a historical day, that 
protest was one of the largest since the 
Vietnam protests in NYC. It was a mass 
militant action that was organized inde-
pendently by students, not by some so-
called "student leaders" (SG) or NYPIRG 
or Administration. As a result it forced the 
politicians to announce that there will be 
reduction in the proposed cuts. 

One lesson to be learned from the 23, 
that the "violence" that broke out was 
initiated by the NYPD, the hired thugs of 
the State and City politicians. Obviously 
those 20,000 or more High School and 
CUNY students were a threat to the present 
economic situation of the City. Since the 
Republicans and the Democrats are pro-
posing to cut all sectors of the social ser-
vices that working people rely upon, the 
23 the march down to Wall street would've 
been a catalyst for other sectors such as 
labor to launch a fight back against the 
cuts. The demand of those students to 
march to Wall street was directed towards ^ 
the Rich who control the City. Surely Ais 
symbolic act was carried out with help of 
workers on April 4 and it raised the con-
sciousness of the Working Class of this 
City, State and Country. 

The violent response of the State illus-
trates the class conflict that are rising be-
tween the ruling rich and the working 
class. The uneven distribution of wealth 
under capitalist system, is becoming evi-
dent more and more due to the cuts that 
the two leading parties keep throwing on 
the backs of the working class. The only 
way to control the situation, the politicians 
unleash their hired thugs, the cops, by 
macing, clubbing and arresting students. 

The "picnic"? I Think Not! 
He goes on to call the town hall meeting 

on April 13th a " protesting prostitution" 
and a "picnic." Transit getting cut is no 
"picnic", this City not only relies on public 
transportation, but the proposed cuts will 
fire lOO's of workers. The cuts to Health 
Care and Hospitals threaten to eliminate 

30,000 home-care workers, who are 
women, black and Latinos. Medicaid alone 
is being slated of 1.3 billion dollars, which 
is the State's single biggest employer. 

On April 13, when Pataki came to Staten 
Island, his first visit since the budget cuts 
were proposed, he believed that he would 
not get a negative reception to his budget 
proposal. Well, he got a surprise. More 
then 500 Transit workers from Amalgam-
ated Transit Union and School bus drivers 
were out in force. The whole auditorium 
was full, not just the "upper back bleach-
ers", Mr. Zeyer. This action was not "cute" 

Nohoiiif "inistcii lime for ijuc^tiouiii^^^" I'cauh^c flic 

c(V'/'('//'/ tlh'i'c /•(? iic'^otintc, Ihci/ were pLi'mht 

fhcic to llw iiic^^ih^c in hwce ih^niii^l Hw iTiiiiod 

cuts. l\Uai<i -^pokc of so-cciildi '^ilciiiocraci/." l or 

jclioiii? Well the 'd-orkcr^ there cxju^^cil if h\/ their 

chilli Is and jeers that the j^roposcii hitif^^et cuts tfm/./'f 

come out of n liemocriitic j>roceclure. plniiili/ these 

hiui'.!^et cut< oiilu henefit n the fCiO rich and hurt the 

mnjoiitu who are the woikiii^.^ pa^ple 

or "protesting prostitution" it was a threat 
to politicians as well as their Multi-mil-
lionaire bosses. The Transit workers have 
the power to shut the city down, if they go 
on a strike this city can not move. An 
example is the Philadelphia Transit work-
ers Strike. The workers there went on a 
strike for 12 days and won all of their 
demands. If Mr. Zeyer calls a workers 
protest a "picnic", he surely does not un-
derstand the social power of the workers. 

The strike in Philadelphia was not heard 
of in the corporate media and this obvi-
ously negates Mr. Zeyer's comment that 
"each group" at the April 13th protest was 
"trying to entice a media person with say-
ings like 'Come here, I got something you 
can print, or showing off their big, bright 
signs for a camera." Any fool, unfortu-
nately not Zeyer, who looks closely at the 
News knows how racist and bias it is. The 
only thing that it is successful in doing is 
brain washing people, and Mr. Zeyer is 
definitely one of them. 

Democracy for Whom? 
The workers as well as CUNY students 

were not "just wasting time for question-
ing with all the hooting and hollering." 
Pataki was only their for his own benefits. 
He wanted to support for and defend his 
budget proposal. Nobody "wasted time 
for questioning" because the protestors 
weren't there to negotiate, they were 

he taxed the rich he would be "taxing them 
right into New Jersey" is a foot in his own 
mouth. His answer only exposes the fact 
that workers are held hostage by the cor-
porations. His logic only crystallizes the 
fact that ruling class dictates the lives of 
the majority of the people in this country 
and world wide. If corporations get taxed 
then they will move to another place to 
find cheap labor and exploit workers their. 
Why is it such a big problem for corpora-
tions to switch places? Because they leave 
workers jobless and misery. And the con-
clusion is that workers are the slaves of 
corporations. When the politicians cry 
about a so-called "deficit crisis" and start 
cutting social services to pay off the loans 
to the rich and corporations who by gov-
ernment bonds. By cutting social services 
they further increase poverty and misery 
by layoff City and State workers to benefit 
the rich by ttying to "balance" the budget 
which they create themselves. 

Think before you write! 
The so-called "sheer stupidity" that you, 

Mr. Zeyer, call the questions of the protest-
ors on April 13th, only shows your own 
"sheer stupidity." The lack of content in 
your superficial criticisms is revealed in 
your paternal suggestions to the "mis-
guided protestors". You suggest that pro-
testors should remain orderly (as if there 
can be order when people's lives are in 
danger due to the cuts) and ask the magi-
cal questions that will catch "THE MAN" 
(Pataki) "off ^uard." 

It is obvious that you pose formal rec-

ommendations because you lack any sub-
stantial analysis of the politics, beneath 
the smiles of the politicians you don't at all 
pose an alternative of fighting the cuts. 
Your fascination with "image" replaces 
the political demands that must be put 
forward. This is not accidental on your 
part. 

Unlike you, we have an alternative to 
the cuts (some of which you do not under-
stand but yet have the arrogance to criti-
cize) based upon the needs of working 
people. When we put forward the de-
mand to tax the rich, a demand that re-
ceived mass support from the crowd that 
day, it is with the understanding that we 
know that the politicians will avoid at all 
cost the implementation of such measures. 
They don't want to tax the corporation 
because it is against their interest, that is 
the interest of the bosses. When we de-
mand that there should be no layoffs, no 
budget cuts it is not just some "wanna-be 
60's" who want to scream in front of the 
cameras but is based upon the needs of 
students and workers. 

In the end the fundamental problem is one 
of ownership of the means of production, 
that is the private ownership of the indus-
tries and banks that produce all the wealth in 
society. We want to place the future of 
society into the hands of those that produce 
it - the workers, not the fat administrators or 
capitalist. The way in which this will be 
accomplished is through the ranting and 
raving thatyou, with foolish pride, denounce 
so arrogantly. t IS obvious tnat you pos 

WHITHER THE CUNY 
STUDENT MOVEMENT ? 

plainly there to convey the message in 
force against the budget cuts. Pataki spoke 
of so-called "democracy." For whom? 
Well the workers there exposed it by their 
chants and jeers that the proposed budget 
cuts didn't come out of a democratic pro-
cedure. plainly these budget cuts only 
benefit a the few rich and hurt the major-
ity who are the working people. 

The question posed to Pataki about tax-
ing wall street, evidently Mr. Zeyer doesn't 
understand. That question was not only 
for Pataki but to expose the Republican 
and the Democratic parties politics as well 
as who they represent. Both parties in this 
country are of the ruling class. Recently 
Clinton gave $50 billion to Wall Street to 
bail them out of Mexico and Giuliani gave 
a $50 million tax break to 1st Boston Bank, 
one of the richest bank in the world. Surely, 
these two decisions that both the Republi-
can and the Democratic parties made 
weren't in any benefit of the working class. 
The only thing that both parties offer is to 
eliminate Welfare, education and health 
care to built prisons and further poverty 
for the masses. 

Pataki's answer to that question, that if 

By Barry Lituch 
On March 23rd 1995 the CUNY Coali-

tion mobilized over 20,000 people for one 
of the largest and most militant demon-
strations against New York City's ruling 
class in history. With only ten days to 
organize, the same coalition joined forces 
with the hospital workers' union, 1199, to 
put some 15,000 students and workers into 
the streets for a march and demonstration 
at Wall Street that called for the full rever-
sal of the budget cut proposal and demand 
that the govenment to increase the taxes 
upon the richest layer of society, the capi-
talist class. In little more than a month a 
powerful new movement took hold of this 
city and shook it to its foundations. Unlike 
the fake-left alternatives of Democratic 
Party hacks, union (mis)leaderships, iso-
lated sects and race & gender identity cults, 
the CUNY student movement built a united 
front on the principles of militant direct 
action and class struggle politics led by the 
city's predominantly black and latino 
working class youth. Where all other 
movements have failed, the CUNY move-
ment has ignited a broad based fight back 
against the proposed budget cuts to the 
city's and state's working class that has a 
chance to win. 

But just when the CUNY movement has 
won the respect and admiration of the 
entire state, and possibly the entire coun-
try, it appears that the coalition may do the 
unthinkable — fall apart. Will the CUNY 
coahtion snatch defeat out of the jaws of 
victory? Let's hope not. An effort must be 
made to overcome the fatigue and disap-
pointment that unfinished business brings 
in the aftermath of great exertion. The 
need to pause and reflect upon the suc-
cesses and weaknesses to consider the 
options for the coalition. The coaltion 
needs a balance sheet of the work it has 
organized thus far. 

The goal of the coaltion has been to stop 

the budget cuts by militant, mass action. 
The work done thus far has been success-
ful in showing that CUNY students have 
the power to build such actions and to give 
leadership and a voice to broad sectors of 
the population of this state. Through 
militant grass roots leadership thrown up 
from the various campuses, the CUNY 
student movement has gained hegemony 
over all other possible leaderships from 
CUNY in fighting the budget cuts: USS, 
administration, faculty and faculty union. 
The coalition has been able to do this 
because of the political positions it has 
taken. These political principles are not as 
fully developed as they should be — but 
they have been sufficient to provide the 
alternative vision and strategy that the 
working people of this city and state have 
been desperately crying out for years. The 
roots of this vision lie in the implicitly class 
struggle perspective taken by the coali-
tion. The coalition has united black, latino, 
asian and white working people around a 
set of demands that are based not on the 
ruling class' explanation of what is and 
isn't "possible" in this city, but rather on 
the real needs of working class youth, and 
especially the needs of the doubly and 
triply exploited wpmen, black and latino 
youth who singled out deliberately by 
Pataki and Guiliani for destruction. In 
other words, the coalition has put forward 
demands that fall outside of the realm of 
capitalist possibilities and envision a 
CUNY that would serve the interest of the 
community instead of big business inter-
ests. The demands for free tuition and 
open admission, no cuts, no disciplinary 
action against protesters, etc. But above 
all, these demands have been linked to one 
strategic goal: SHUT THE CITY DOWN! 
This will be accomplished through a gen-
eral strike of the workers of this city with 
the support of the communities in which 
they live. 

continued on page 15 
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PART-TIME PRESSURES 
By Paula T. Mel leby-McKeown 

I enjoy going to school at CSI. I have 
been a part-time student here since 1984, 
attending nights and weekends, as do a 
large majority of part-time students. Un-
fortunately, I have continuously found ser-
vices severely limited for part-time 
students. 

After trying for several years to make 
various excuses, including underclassman 
status and bad luck, I have realized that 
CSI does not understand the part-time 
student's plight. I am not accusing the 
administration of purposely ignoring a 
large percentage of their students. I truly 
believe it's accidental, but it is happening, 
which is sad for a school that has one of the 
largest offerings of night and weekend 
classes in the CUNY and SUNY systems. 
Now, with the drastic budget cuts cur-
rently looming over CSI's head, I am afraid 
the already limited services to us will be-
come virtually non-existent. 

I have experienced many obstacles dur-
ing my years at CSI. I have had tow 
different majors and in each case have 
never met my advisor, and not for a lack of 
trying. Every time I have been assigned an 
advisor, he has never been available at 
night or on the weekend. During my ear-
lier years here, I tried several times to meet 
my advisor by taking days off from work 
to be at their office during their posted 
hours. But it never worked out: either the 
postings were wrong, the line was too long 
and the advisor had to leave because his 
office time had expired, or the wrong cam-
pus had been listed. I still have not met my 
current advisor simply because he only 
has two individually posted office hours-
each during the day. I believe advisors 
should be assigned to students based on 
that student's enrollment status, as well as 
the type of degree they are seeking. Why 
assign an advisor when, if your advisor is 
not available at night. In many student's 
cases, they are taldng an option within a 
degree major where the assigned advisor 
is the only one in that option. 

Some may wonder why a part-time stu-
dent doesn't just take a day off from work 
to accomplish a few administrative func-
tions. Those who wonder about this are 
usually full time student or attend during 
the day. A part-time student usually works 
during the day and has limited amounts of 
time to take off from work. A student 
could end up using most of their time 
attending to functions at this school, if 
their boss allows them to take the time to 
begin with, not including time usually 
taken of to study for midterms or finals 
during the semester. 

Besides the advisor situation, there is 
registration. At most colleges, registration 
is a simple one step process and can even 
be done over the phone. But at CSI, if you 
follow the school's rule, you should see 
your advisor well in advance of registra-
tion to discuss your progress. Since you 
are given an assigned time and date to 
register, you better be there at that time or 
you can almost be guaranteed those classes 
will be closed if you wait too long. Since 
there is only one late night for the registrar's 
office, if your registration falls right before 
or after that time, you run a high risk of 
that class being closed by the time the next 
late night arrives. The Registrar's hours 
are 11-4 Monday through Wednesday, 11-
8 on Thursdays and closed on Fridays. 
Once again, the school is ignoring those 
students who work in the city or at jobs 
that do now allow them to be at 
Willowbrook in the middle of the morning 
or the middle of the afternoon. Registra-
tion could be conducted over a shorter 
period of time if hours were adjusted more 
realistically for students. 

As a part-time student, it takes several 
years to attain upperclassman status. Even 
then, the registration process tend s t be a 
grueling ritual that boggles the mind. As 
a student with senior standing, the classes 

I need do not have many sections, with few 
offered nights and weekends. This semester 
one summer class was closed out on the 
second day of registration. It took me two 
weeks to get an over-tally card from the 
instructor and register again. Now, as I am 
writing this article, I have been sent a letter 
by the school indicating one of my fall classes 
has been canceled by tĥ e college. The reason 
is assumed to be budget cuts but they have 
cut a class I need to graduate, which has only 
one section so therefore, the class has been 
eliminated altogether from the fall schedule. 
It's the only class left in that curriculum that 
meets at night or on the weekend. The letter 

part-time student, I am never kept up-
to-date on the everyday issues occur-
ring on campus. The only issues that 
have been brought to light have been the 
budget cuts and rallies to stop them. 
This is a vital issue to all of us and has 
brought together CSI, but it's also the 
only issue that has been mentioned night 
and weekend students. Some profes-
sors take the time to pass flyers around 
classes to make you aware of services 
available to students, but in 11 years of 
attendance at this school, I have only 
had two professors king enough to take 
the time to do this. 

This sign was posted outside of the registration office. This measure by 
administration has locked out up to 500 non-matriculated students. 

tells me I need to be at the school the next day 
at 11AM and 7PM to add another course. 
Adding insult to injury, one department tells 
me I can call the Registrar's office and they 
can tell me over the phone what classes are 
available. The registrar's office tells me they 
are "lying" and cannot do that. I am told that 
closed classes will be made available to a 
limited number of students (maybe 2 or 3 
seats) shortly before 11AM. This is wonder-
ful for those student whose classes that were 
closed have other sections they can fit into. 
My problems are (1) this class has only one 
section so it is completely closed out; (2) it is 
the only one left at night in that curriculum, 
which happens to be my major; and (3) un-
less I am at the Registrar at 11AM, I will 
probably not be lucky enough to be one of 
the first two or three student to get into an 
already closed class. The person who pain-
fully took the time to tell me this information 
really didn't care that I simply cannot be 
there at 11AM because I work. In her opin-
ion, "that's just too bad." 

Besides the registration problems, there 
are other services that are limited for part-
time students. The cafeterias close at 8:00 
sharp, you have to got to the campus center 
to get a vending machine. If your class is on 
the south side of the campus, you can forget 
it. The staff in the cafeterias don't want to 
hear it either. They tell you to complain to 
the administration if you don't like it. They 
are probably overworked themselves, being 
there from early in the morning until late at 
night. Regardless, you can be at a class until 
10:00 at night but have no services available 
to you. 

Some other problems are lack of notifica-
tion of thing going on at the campus, issues 
discussed and voting of student body. As a 

There have been some improvements 
made for evening and weekend student 
since the move to the Willowbrook cam-
pus. The security offices are open until 
late at night and security is very appar-
ent on the campus. There is free coffee in 
the campus center if you can get there 
during the break from the class. The 
library's hours are also more accommo-
dating, even during winter and spring 
break. The problem that we are now 
faced with is a dangerous decrease in 
State and City funding for our educa-
tion. Eventhough CSI was making slow 
progress in accommodating evening and 
weekend students' needs, there has still 
been a need for more progress. After 
speaking with so many part-time stu-
dents who feel the same isolation from 
amenities available to the rest of the 
student body, we wonder what will hap-
pened once the budget cuts have been 
fully implemented. 

Although the school is facing tremen-
dous budget cuts, part-time students' 
rights and privileges need to be explored 
by a faculty member or assigned com-
mittee to assure equal treatment with 
the rest of the student body. Addition-
ally, it would be worth investigating 
ways to make registration a simpler pro-
cess for all students. Eventhough 
evening and weekend students' lives 
are most complicated at the hands of the 
system, there are full time students who 
go through similar hardships trying to 
register, even transferring to other 
schools just to make their academic lives 
simpler. Students deserve to be treated 
equally when pursuing and education, 
and certain groups shouldn't be alien-

ated simply because of the limited hours 
of the day they attend college. The part-
time student needs to be taken more seri-
ously by both administration and faculty. 

Now, as I am writing this article, I have 
been sent a letter by the school indicating 
one of my fall classes has been canceled by 
the college. The reason is assumed to be 
budget cuts but they have cut a class I need 
to graduate, which has only one section so 
therefore, the class has been eliminated 
altogether from the fall schedule. It's the 
only class left in that curriculum that meets 
at night or on the weekend. 

"THE GRABBING 
HAND, GRABS ALL 
IT CAN..." 

The Retrenchment Com-
mittee Public Meeting 

By John L. Abraham 
Looking at the crowd, who had as-

sembled for the public meeting of the re-
trenchment committee, I was suprised by 
what I thought was a low turnout. The 
forum was meant to inform the college 
population of how our education would 
be affected when state budget cuts are 
enacted. I learned that the retrenchment 
committees purpose was to give recom-
mendations to our college President about 
which departments and faculty would be 
judged "appropriate" for elimination. I 
thought that the public was free to voice 
their opinions, however, listening to the 
rules of the discussion and the time limit 
set up by the committee, I was convinced 
that it was not free speech. Despite this 
"retrenchment committee" hearing being 
billed as public, there was no attempt by 
the Administration to inform the students 
of the meeting. 

I learned that the Phys Ed department 
and the Electrical Engineering department 
are going to be eliminated. I wondered 
how can an administration which has de-
voted so much space and money for ath-
letic areas, the largest of which would 
have to be our five baseball fields, now 
justify the elimination of the related de-
partment.. The answer given was that we 
would still have varsity sports and that 
members of the college community would 
still have use of the facilities. That answer 
did not sit well with me, for instruction in 
these areas will be eliminated with the 
abolishment of the Phys Ed department. 
This contradicts the original purpose of 
their costly construction. 

Administration suggested that some 
teachers were not really being laid off since 
they were scheduled for retirement. Re-
calling a prior discussion I had with a 
former professor, he mentioned that he 
was slated for retirement due to the shrink-
ing budget. Indeed, those positions being 
"retired" are not scheduled to be filled, 
effectively reducing the number of full-
time faculty at the college. This is a clear 
attempt to replace full-timers with their 
job security and benefits with underpaid, 
overworked, adjunct staff which will have 
an impact on the quality of our education. 

I learned that professors who chose the 
early retirement option given would be 
entitled to a full year's salary aside on top 
of their pension. I still cannot see how this 
will save money, paying for faculty who 
would not even be present. The commit-
tee informed us that some "retired" fac-
ulty would be permited to remain on to 
provide free instruction for the period cov-
ering their severance. This solution seems 

continued on page 15 
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SG's Vacant Forum: Unpublidzed and Empty 
by Marco Sainte 
I wonder if anyone knew about the open 

forum that was held by student govern-
ment recently. "Was there an open fo-
rum?" you're probably thinking. To 
answer this common response that I usu-
ally get on this matter: Yeah, there was 
one. On April 26, 1995, on a Wednesday 
Student Government (SG) held an open 
forum for the thirteen candidates to ex-
press their views and where they stood on 
the many factors that concern our college, 
such as the budget cuts. The event was 
held in IC 109 at 2:30. No one from the 
entire student body showed up. Maybe 
the students had too much studying to do; 
after all it is getting close to finals. Or 
maybe it had something to do with a co-
median that was performing at the Green 
Dolphin Lounge. Or maybe CSI students 
just don't give a damn. The latter is what 
many in SG members think. 

I know a lot of you now think that this is 
going to be another one of those articles 
which bash students for not participating 
in "their government," spreading the gen-
eral belief that students simply don't care 
about what goes on in the higher offices of 
college. And yes, that is a small factor in 
this instance. But this particular article has 
a certain twist on things. This writer feels 
that SG did not publicize it enough. 

I know I'm going to be attacked by the 
SG for this statement. I can almost hear it: 
"What do you mean, we didn't publicize 
the event?! We put up signs everywhere! 
What are you, blind?! Or are you just 
trying to make us look bad?" Well, I'm 
sticking to my belief, and I can support my 
claim. 

How many people saw those signs? 
Really, how many? I know that there were 
signs put up; I did see a few at the cafeteria 
doors. But there were only a few signs. 

that hardly caught anyone's attention. I 
also didn't notice it in any other buildings, 
and I'm sure the other students didn't see 
them either, as my next point will show.... 

Ask anyone you meet or bump into, 
whether they be friend, foe, or stranger, if 
they knew about the open forum; I guar-
antee you that they'll say no. "An open 

ria, or if that's too much of an inconve-
nience, in front of the building, just like 
they did with Culture Day. Everyone 
would be able to see it, people would 
definitely know about it, if not before, then 
at the very day it began. You need open 
space for an event like this, any fool will 
tell you that. 

what?"..."What open forum?"...these are 
the answers I get when I approach people 
with this matter. Next to no one knew 
about it, and hardly anyone knows about 
it even to the day I'm writing this (5/3/ 
95). How can so many people be kept in 
the dark about this, I have no idea...except 
for its not being efficiently publicized. I'm 
not ruling out the possibility that there 
could have been those who knew but didn't 
care, but I have yet to find these people. 
Maybe the reader has; maybe he/she's 
one of them. Just try the aforementioned 
exercise, you may help to see if my analy-
sis is right (and get a chance to make new 
friends in the process). 

Also, the event being held in a small 
room shows little publicizing. This is sup-
posed to be an open forum. Everyone is 
supposed to be able to have easy access for 
attending and viewing. It should be easy 
to spot, not shoved in a corner somewhere. 
Why didn't they try to hold it in the cafete-

Why didn't I see anyone giving us this 
information? Why weren't there any 
people giving out flyers? Why didn't I see 
a table or something with a big sign for 
information about this event? Why weren't 
the candidates themselves sticking their 
faces at people saying "Come to the open 
forum, hear my views, vote for me," (vote 
for what, what views? It would be nice to 
see some of them on the promotion signs)? 
They didn't even bring their friends with 
them to witness the event. So even the 
candidates themselves weren't publiciz-
ing the forum. And they are actually grip-
ing about this! Candidate Edward Delphan 
was complaining that students just didn't 
care anymore; that they were fed up with 
a SG that didn't do much for them; Candi-
date Christine Crowdell was angry with 
the turnout, stating that she has a right to 
be heard, that her views should have been 
exposed to the public. Candidates Allan 
DiBiase and James Lombardo both agree 

that there should have been better public-
ity, with Lombardo adding that they should 
have been in open space and that probably 
not many knew where the room actually 
was. 

SG could have done a better job than 
this. Come on, let's be honest. If smaller 
^oups like NYPRIG and the CUNY Coali-
tion can get the word around the campus of 
rallies and meetings, then the SG should 
definitely be able to spread their news more 
efficiently. With more resources at their 
command than the other aforementioned 
groups, the fiasco that was the open forum 
was completely inexcusable. No matter what 
they say, there simply wasn't enough pub-
licity. They could have done better...unless 
this is what they wanted. What if they really 
wanted a low turnout at the forum? Stu-
dents not influencing and taking part in their 
goveniment can be a good thing for those 
who want to control it. Having a hand in 
who goes in and who goes out; who stays 
and who leaves, is a great way to do just that. 
Students are beginning to lose that ability by 
not seeing who's in a particular office and 
where they stand on certain issues. And this 
is good for the guy in there who might be 
supporting the cuts and hikes against us and 
yet we are not fighting back by kicking him 
or her out. For those who believe this is a far 
fetched idea, the retrenchment meeting that 
was given on 5 /11 / 95 was not publicized at 
all to students, even though the information 
was supposed to be given to the "college 
community" (thereby saying that the stu-
dents are not part of diat community). This 
meeting was essential to students, for it was 
discussing the programs that were to be cut, 
programs that students take, programs which 
are a part of their education. What if this was 
really meant to happen? Ahh...it's just a 
thought. 

WHITHER THE CUNY MOVEMENT... 
The alternative strategy that has made 

this coalition successful has been simple 
and yet unique on the current political 
scene: independent, mass, democratic 
grass roots organizing that explicitly and 
totally rejects the racist, sexist and class 
oppressive two party capitalist system, as 
well as the corrupt union bureaucracies, 
the venal CUNY administration and all 
other factions that cut deals with the cops 
and the ruling class. Also the coalition has 
contested capitalist legality every step of 
the way on the basis of democratic and 
human rights, rejecting the legalistic ob-
stacles put in the way by the police and 
state. By its principles and its strategy this 
movement shall be known by its proper 
description ~ revolutionary. Of course, 
we are also non-violent. But does that 
mean that the cops have a right to kill us, 
to brutalize us, to trample us with their 
horses as they did on the 23rd?! We have 
the right to take precautions to defend 
ourselves from police violence. Finally, 
the CUNY movement has understood that 
it by itself does not have the power to shut 
the city down or even stop the budget cuts. 
It has understood that it must reach out to 
other segments of society that face the 
same struggle against Pataki & Guiliani, 
and have similar (class) interests, in par-
ticular organized labor and the black, latino 
and asian communities. The CUNY move-
ment has reached out—despite our differ-
ences — to" the leaderships of these and 
other groups — not because we look to 
them for leadership; on the contrary, we 
do it because we want to unite with these 
sectors of society with whom we share a 
common and interest in order to lead them 
in a uruted front struggle against the rul-
ing class! Students, workers and all op-
pressed communities united under the 
CUNY leadership can win because together 
we have the forces to do so—disunited (or 
united under reformist leaderships), WE 

LOSE. On April 4th we spoke over the 
heads of Dermis Rivera and A1 Sharpton to 
tens of thousands of protesters. No won-
der Dermis was so angry! Too bad for him. 
But very good for the people. 

Now lets look at the weaknesses. The 
main counterweight to the good politics of 

to take the necessary actions to prevent the 
chaos that occurred on the stage and also 
could have provided the additional sup-
port to the tactical team to help it resolve 
the problems that arose on that day. Clearly 
a serious plarming committee that was 
accountable to the coalition body would 

Ofcoiirsc,wc arc also iioii-violciit. But docs that men}! that the 
cops have a ri^^ht to kill iis, to brutalize us, to trnuiplc us with 
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the coalition has been the lack of effective 
leadership and structure. All of the coali-
tions actions to date have been severely 
constrained and diminished by the lack of 
elected leadership and accountability for 
specific tasks. When we have elected tac-
tical (for the 23rd) and negotiating com-
mittees (for the 4th), they have been 
empowered to do too much, and as a result ip( 
both demonstrations yielded too little in 
the way of results. What has been missing 
most of all has been an elected plaiming or 
steering committee that has real authority 
to take action. Unless such a committee is 
constituted soon this coalition will be un-
able to carry on as an effective force that 
can lead the fight back against Pataki and 
GuiHani in this city. An elected and ac-
countable planning committee could have 
helped prevent the short comings of both 
the 23rd and 4th actions. It could have met 

have helped the negotiating team through 
the overwhelming difficulties which were 
unavoidable when faced with the job of 
working directly with the leadership of 
1199. How could the six we elected carry 
out all of our wishes on the 4th when they 
had no accountable body to fall back on for 
advice and support? We face the same 
problems with the upcoming actions. If 
we do not elect a serious, accountable plan-
ning committee to carry the ball in be-
tween meetings the coalition will be 
overwhelmed and collapse as a result of 
insufficient leadership. 

Consider some of the problems associ-
ated with April 4th. 1199 claimed that we 
had an agreement on what speakers could 
and could not say. Considerable pressure 
was put on our speakers to conform to 
1199's censorship. Much to the credit of 
our coalition we put forward speakers who 

didn't buckle to this pressure. At one 
point Dermis Rivera threatened to shut the 
demo down (instead of the city). This 
should not have been allowed. Dennis 
Rivera does not own us — rather, he owes 
us. We brought out for more people than 
he did, even though we had far fewer 
resources and personnel and the shortness 
of time (ten days) hurt our organizing abil-
ity far more than his. Also, the way the 
demo ended was dead wrong. Not only 
was Steve from Baruch College unfairly 
cut short, but so was the whole demon-
stration. When I asked 1199 at the Sunday 
security meeting what time the permit 
was due to expire on the demo, I was told 
7:30 and that the rally would continue 
until 6:30 PM. 1199 shut it down before 
5PM. Why? Who made these decisions? 
We certainly didn't. Indeed, any possibil-
ity of a peaceful, sit-down protest at the 
end of the rally — or any other additional 
action was precluded by the fact that we 
did not elect a planning committee that 
could have worked out contingency plans 
separate from the negotiating committee. 
I believe now as I did before the demon-
stration that a limited civil disobedience 
action such as a sit-down would have been 
possible. Had we planned it with an elected 
body it could have been carried out and 
won thousands of the angry, rank and file 
workers facing lay-offs to our cause and to 
our leadership. It is a lost opportunity that 
may not come again. 

Let me add that I think that the negotiat-
ing team did a fine job — as good as pos-
sible under the circumstances. But their 
job was only to represent us, not make 
decisions for us. Hence, we needed an-
other elected body that could have consid-
ered our options. Since we didn't have 
such a body we had no options. We be-
came the prisoners of 1199. 

We must do better next time. As un-
likely as it may seem, the fate of millions of 
worWng people in this city and state rests 
with the passionate, courageous and revo-
lutionary CUNY student movement. 
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IT ISN'T "YUGOSLAVIA," AND IT ISN'T CIVIL 
WAR: FALSE CLAIMS FROM THE "LEFT" 

By Manuela Dobos 
Contrary to the headline of the story by 

Barry Letuchy in the Voice a while ago, a 
South Slav federation of six component 
republics no longer exists; only Serbia and 
its Serbian sidekick, Montenegro, insist on 
calling themselves "Yugoslavia." This is 
ironic, since that federated state ceased to 
exist due to the decade-long, anti-Yugoslav 
program of the top brass in the Serbian 
Communist Party, in the Serb-dominated 
secret police and Army and among a 
shamefully large number of Serbian intel-
lectuals. 

As elsewhere in eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union, when it looked like 
the Communist party apparatus would 
lose its hold, Serbian Party-boss Slobodan 
Milosevic turned to racist nationalism in 
order to keep power. This Serbian nation-
alist creed, fanned for years by daily re-
runs on Party-controlled TV of atrocities 
committed against Serbs during WWII, 
holds that Serbs have always sacrificed 
themselves for others and have only been 
crucified in return. Hence, they must get 
their own ethnic national state by any 
means necessary, and, since a quarter of 
them live far from Serbia proper, that state 
must have jurisdiction wherever there are 
Serbs (watch out, Chicago!). These were 
Milosevic's words for the world to hear in 
August 1989, well before the other South 
Slavs began wi thdrawing from the 
Federated^Republic of Yugoslavia. These 
words were cleverly chosen for they ech-
oed the most popular political program in 
Serbia ever since it was launched by its 
rulers in the 1830's: Greater Serbia. 

Milosevic spoke them in Kosovo, an area 
worshipped by the Serbs as the scene of 
their 1389 defeat by the Ottomans but 
where 95% of the population is Albanian. 
Milosevic had unilaterally armexed au-
tonomous Kosovo the year before. The 
brutal, racist, military and police dictator-
ship set up by the Serbs over the Albanians 
at that time still goes on. (And if anyone 
doubts the Amnesty International report 
on the closing of schools, jobs, and hospi-
tals to the Albanians, or the daily arrest, 
torture and murder of civilians, go ask the 
Albanian students at our College who are 
refugees from there and Montenegro). 

So the Communist/Nationalist leader-
ship of Serbia was already at the job of 
unilaterally redrawing borders long be-
fore free elections and referenda in the 
other republics led to declarations of inde-
pendence. These republics left a structure 
which the Serb leadership had been reso-
lutely undermining anyway. Not for the 
first time in Balkan history did the other 
South Slav peoples, after having tried to 
make a federation of equal nations work, 
opt out of an imposed "Serboslavia." Far 
from having destroyed the Yugoslav idea, 
the republics which declared their inde-
pendence on June, 1991 and then in April, 
1992 represent the only possible hope for 
one day rebuilding it. 

Not only is there no Yugoslavia, but the 
one-sided aggression against virtually 
unarmed Slovenes, Croats and then 
Bosnians and specifically directed at civil-
ian populations (the bombardment of 
Dubrovnik in late summer, the razing of 
Vukovar in the late Fall of 1991 all had no 
military objective) was clearly never a "civil 
war." That sobriquet conveniently equal-
izes the parties to the conflict, and thereby 
exonerates Serbia of aggression. That is 
why it is a term used by the Serb leader-
ship and by all its intended or unintended 
collaborators. (Today, it is more like a 
regular war, in that the victims have ral-
lied, and have organized themselves into 
armies. They are determined to fight and 
to win, despite inadequate arms, because 
they have no alternative). 

1 appreciate Barry Lethuchy's concern 

that the US government not lead us into 
another military crusade for good against 
evil. The previous crusades, so touted, 
have been nothing of the kind. Under the 
pious slogans, the US always had a differ-
ent agenda in its forays into, say, Vietnam 
(postitioning vis-a-vis USSR and thwart-
ing social revolution). Central America 
(thwarting social revolution), the Middle 
East (oil; leaving Saddam alive as a bal-
ance against Iran) etc. The one possible 
exception we have to look at is WWII, but 
that has to be a separate discussion. 

But Letuchy can rest easy: the last thing 
the US, under any administration, wants 
to do is intervene to stop Serbian geno-
cidal aggression in Bosnia & Hercegovina 
(B&H). For one thing, it has already inter-
vened on the side of the aggressor, the 
fourth largest and best equipped army in 
Europe, by declaring an arms embargo in 
July, 1991 and getting the UN to do the 
same in September. This affects only the 
victims of the aggression. This is the main 
reason that Serb military forces now oc-
cupy 1 / 3 of Croatia and 70% of B&H: the 
hands of these pillaged peoples have never 
been untied. And neither the Croatian nor 
Bosnian governments ever asked for US 
troops; they just want to be able to defend 
themselves, and this the US, Britain, France, 

The o^ovaiuuoit of the US has pretended to live up to the 
bnsiciiiteiiiatioiinl covenants it signed between 1941 and 
1949 (ri^ht to self-determination, action against violent 
unilateral border changes, support to the ri^htofiuitional 
self-deteninnation, support against a^^ressioihanti-^^eno-
cide convention) and to some sixti/ Securiti/ Council 
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continue to violate the supposedly NATO-
guarded no-fly zone). Naturally, the 
Bosnian Serb military forces laugh at each 
"peace" plan. And each plan gives them 
more concessions than the last! In case 
Congress (over half of which voted to lift 
the arms embargo) or the UN General 
Assembly (which did the same twice) gets 
too obstreperous, Clinton is rescued by the 
British and French who clamor that their 
troops in the United Nations Protective 
Force (UNPROFOR) must not come under 
fire. With friends like the US, British, 
French and German govenunents, B&H 
needs no enemies. 

Why do these governments want to ap-
pease Milosevic and Karadzic, self-pro-
claimed (Montenegrin) leader of the 
Bosnian Serbs? Because they all prefer 
dealing with the militarily strongest for 
the sake of "stability" (Bush sent Baker to 
Milosevic in May of 1991 to say that the US 
supported "Yugoslav integrity" and the 
next month Milosevic sent his Air Force to 
bomb Slovenia when it declared indepen-
dence; if he thought the US would not care, 
he was right); because they want Yeltsin -
or a suitable substitute - to preside over an 
undiminished Russia, even if it means 
murdering Chechens. Lots of small, un-
predictable states in the Balkans would set 

Germany and Russia refuse to allow. 
Indeed, Letuchy's mistake is believing 

that the US is "on the side of the Muslims," 
and not essentially in league with the 
Europeans who want to appease the Serbs. 
Despite a ground-swell of public opinion, 
an unprecedented resignation of six ex-
perts from the State Department and a 
public statement by another eleven, all 
protesting US policy on B&H, and despite 
Clinton's opportunistic rhetoric during the 
election campaign, US policy remains what 
it was under Bush: make a deal with 
Milosevic. US rhetoric (ranging from sin-
cere but deluded statements from officials 
to ludicrously empty threats from Clinton) 
has even made the situation worse for the 
victims. The govenunent of the US has 
pretended to live up to the basic interna-
tional covenants it signed between 1941 
and 1949 (right to self-determination, ac-
tion against violent unilateral border 
changes, support to the right of national 
self-determination, support against aggres-
sion, anti-genocide convention) and to 
some sixty Security Council resolutions 
for^UN action against the Serb onslaught 
(they remain dead letters). By so pretend-
ing, the US is in a better position to brow-
beat the B&H government to go along 
with appeasing the Serb leadership, that 
is, participate in its own destruction. B&H 
has been forced to sign on to two partition-
plans devised by those Great Powers which 
legitimize Serbian conquest and violate 
the multi-ethnic basis of the B&H 
governmment. Each plan is presented 
with the promise of carrot/stick action to 
the Serbs; each time the carrot is given but 
the stick is withheld (most recently, some 
of the sanctions aganst Serbia were lifted 
in return for not supplying the Bosnian 
Serbs; dozens of helicopters from Serbia to 
the Bosnian Serb forces in eastern Bosnia 

a bad example for the ex-Soviet Union. In 
short, the Great Powers are acting as they 
often have in the Balkans - in "concert," in 
support primarily of each other's power, 
so that they can tend to the important 
matters: dividing the globe into trade blocs, 
establishing enough forceful and reliable 
structures to keep populations, i.e., labor, 
quiet and ready to accept any conditions 
imposed by the new capitalist reorganiza-
tion of the global economy. 

Why does Letuchy maintain, instead, 
that the US is preparing to go to war against 
Serbia? Hard to say, he presents no evi-
dence. (The 20,000 US troops promised 
are for helping to get the British and French 
out if necessary). The US has "foreign 
policy objectives in Bosnia." Which might 
they be? He doesn't say. So what are the 
other 2,870 words of his article about? The 
Great Conspiracy to Hoodwink the Ameri-
can People to go along with this unmoti-
vated policy, the existence of which he 
does not even try to prove. 

And THAT is the real reason for the 
article: to persuade people that what they 
have seen with their own eyes is a com-
plete lie. The object of Letuchy's article is 
to divert attention from the actual story of 
what is going on in ex-Yugosolavia with 
the familiar American theme of blame-it-
all-on-the-media. That is demagogy. 

In fact, the TV and press have predict-
ably passed on to more saleable issues 
(Simpson). Genocide has occurred else-
where with no resolution, and well-mean-
ing people have turned away in their 
confusion and helplessness. But the basic 
truth about the former Yugoslavia remains: 
after three years, a great human horror of 
disasterous political consequence for us 
all is still happening. For the first time in 
50 years in Europe, at least 200,000 civil-
ians, of which 30,000 children, have been 

slaughtered because of who they were. 
These are the Muslim Slavs of B&H (44% 
of the population), and to a less extent, the 
Croats there (17%) and in western and 
eastern Croatia. Of the 1.5 million refugees 
- parentless, childless, scattered in camps 
in the neighboring South Slav republics 
and in Hungary, Germany, Norway and 
Holland (but NOT in the US, Britain or 
France) - the overwhelming majority are 
the Bosnian Muslims who have been "eth-
nically cleansed" out of their homeland by 
Serb military forces in the biggest land-
grab since Hitler took over Czechoslova-
ida. Similar to Nazi methods, Serb forces 
have waged terror on this population from 
incarceration in camps where men were 
tortured, starved and murdered (particu-
larly educated professionals) to "system-
atic, mass rape" (final U.N. Report on Rape 
in B&H, June 1994). Further, the extermi-
nation of the centuries-old. Islamic, urban 
and multi-ethnic culture ofBosniahas been 
clearly the goal. Over 800 mosques and 
churches, libraries, ancient art and book 
collections have been obliterated. 

It is not the same as the Holocaust. The 
Nazis went hunting all over Europe to 
exterminate every last Jew; these national-
ist Serbs just want to eliminate all trace of 
Muslim Slavs and Croats from Bosrua & 
Hercegovina. But it is indicative of how 
extensive, corroborated and voluminous 
the evidence of this genocidal aggression 
has been that the greatest outcry and orga-
nizing of support for B&H has come from 
Jewish groups throughout the U.S. and 
Europe. This is happening despite the fact 
that Jews were massacred along with Serbs 
and Gypsies in Croatia and the north-
western part of Bosnia between 1941 and 
1944 under the Nazi-installed Croatian 
fascist "Ustasha" regime. Because of this 
there are some Jewish apologists for Serbia, 
but organizations like the American Jew-
ish Congress, Jewish Labor Committee, 
and a host of other temple-based support 
groups, recognize the fallacy in justifying 
perpetrators of genocide today because 
they suffered the same two generations 
ago. That position ("all Croats are con-
genital fascists") perpetuates the same 
racism which killed several hundred thou-
sand Serbs, Jews and Gypsies under 
Hitler's Croatian puppet regime. 

The evidence of genocide has been gath-
ered by the following human rights and 
humanitarian organizations: Helsinki 
Watch, Amnesty International, the Com-
mission of the Special Rapporteur to the 
United Nations, Tadeusz Mazowiecki; 
Physicians for Human Rights, the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee and the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross. This is 
not even a complete list of organizations 
or individuals whp have gathered such 
information or who have brought their 
testimony forward, some of which has 
finally been processed for the War Crimes 
Tribunal in the Hague. 

Letuchy writes that they are all lying. It 
never happened. A normal person would 
ask, why organize such an astronomical 
fraud covering two continents, with hun-
dreds of thousands of accomplices, thou-
sands of rigged books and tens of 
thousands of fabricated stories involving 
prominent authorities all over the world? 
There might be an answer, but it is not to 
be found in Letuchy's article. His entire 
article is simply a denial: "None of these 
extraordinary charges have ever stood up 
to scrutiny." 

The testimonies, forensic evidence, pho-
tos, specific investigations by the above 
organizations and individual reporters do 
not add up to "scrutiny" for Letuchy be-
cause he has already decided that they are 
all a part of the conspiracy of "non-gov 

continued on page 14 
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THE CJ.A. WAR IN THE BALKANS 
(AND ITS DEFENDERS) 

...... 

J l fifie catft call iTthate 
m&ik m im it̂  qftiltei 

more astonishing is her 
evidence to make a 

>r£actsdnd sources 
and butter of real 

toget 
aUof ^ 

ail! ^ v k m tike licis and 
tfieir s o u c ^ ^ liii^lead^ Dobc« throtws ouit 
the long diffiiccedited tuunbeis of 200,000 
dead Muslim dviitans^ including 30,000 
Muslim diildns3V (sontrivedby the Muslim 
regime a i ^ dtssemmated by their public 
relations firms^ These bogus figures are 
mathematically impossible and have been 
ridioded eveaa by some of Dobos' own 
sources, such as Gwr^Kermey/One of the 
State £>epartm^t omdals who resigned 
over ClintcKn^s Bosnia policy and who re-
cently exposed this fraud in a New York 
Times piece. Elsewhere she 

avoids s p e ^ c numbers or details (e.g. on 
rap^)^ or simply lists institutions wiAout 
statingwhatitislhattiKey actually say. For 
example,^ Amj[^ty Intemationat the Red 
Cross and others now dispute the Muslim 
regime's data on rape^ Ihis all may be a 
nke tridcto show the undergraduates^ but 
it doesn't wasli here. I h e ^ y thing this 
bankrupt method leveals is Ms. Dobc^' 
cheerieading for US. and NATO military 
a g g r ^ o n in Balkans. By default it 
conte is iSieoiigiiiial arguments I made in 
the February j ^ ue of me College Voice: 
namdy, ttiat the U,S. media has provided 
the Americmt pttMc a steady diet of dis-
tortions and outiight fabrications about 
the dvi l war in Ae former Yugoslavia 
(manu£iictured by the governments and 
their pid>lic relations f t ^ } that conform 
to and justify US. foreign policy, and that 
these diarges do not stand up to careM 
scrutiny (or tihe ramblings of a Professor 
Dobos). 

Interesting^, Dobi^ dodges the funda-
mental (]piestion I x îised of whether the 
U.S. media distorts news about foreign 
conflicts in order to conform to and legiti-
mize US, tordgn policy. It would appear 
from her defense of the media's coverage 
of Yugoslavia that Dobos does believe in 
the fundamental integrity of the media, 
which either reflects her political sympa-
thies for the status quo or simply a craven 
oppoitunism that adapts to anything. But 
by not directly confronting this issue she 
successfully avoided the key question of 
whether tfie media in general is '̂objec-
tive" and trustworthy, or in fact an instru-
ment of social control. While she dodged 
this key questioiv Dobos focused her stum-
bling attacks on a couple of issues that 
were important, such as America's foreign 
policy objectives in Bosnia and responsi-
bilityforthebreakupof Yugoslavia. These 
will be the questions I answer here. 

Who is reaponmbie for the break up of 
and war in fhe former Yugoslavia? 

Over the pasttwo years Professor Dobos 
has traveled around the CUNY and col-
lege drcuit, making public speeches on 
behalf of the Muslim and Croat regimes, 
and advocating U.S. and NATO bomb-
ings of the Serbs. (Who paid for all of this?) 
Uke all defenders of U.S. imperialism and 
its "wonderful" free enterprise system, 
Ms. Dobos is quick to place responsibility 
for the problems of the world on the vic-
tims and the powerless, but never on the 
powerful who actually control the world's 
wealth. Just as the U.S. media always 
blames the poor for its poverty, so too it 

blamefii the d^tabilization of less devel-
oped countries on their own lack of devel* 
eminent. lhheropeningcomments,Dob(^ 
mcewise places primw^ry blame on the 
peopies.of the Balkans: ancient ethnic ri-
valries (nationalism) and particularly 
$edt>!annatio]ia^ aggression aretoblame, 
she says, t ike the U.S. media, Dobos is 
p e i p ^ a t l i ^ a mytiv ̂  i ^ y ^ thaiserves as 

Ja imokesczeen to protect the real forces 
' l ^ ldnd thebreak up and violenceof Yugo-
slavia: U S and German Imperialism, the 
real predators behind the carnage in the 

l l l i l l i ® 
t ha f s not to say that nationalism is not 

involved in die break up of Yugoslavia. It 
served as the vehicle for both political 
counter-revolution (secession) and capi-
talistrestoration. Butit was always as]^p-
tom of the degeneration of die political 
system inside Yugoslavia, not a root cause. 
Moreover, it was not spedal to Serbia; it 
was generalized throuj^ all of the repub-
lics. The rise ofnationalist leaderships in 
all of the Yugoslav republics was part of 
an evolving degeneration and corruption 
of the Titoist political system that was 
conditioned by external factors. These 
external factors were the worsening eco-
nomic prospects for Yugoslavia interna-
tionally and therefore domestically^ 
decades long U,S, and Western imperialist 
support and fundingfor nationalist forces 
within and without Yugoslavia, and fi-
nally the determination by the US. and 
Germany to destroy once and for all the 
g^t social gains of the Yugoslav Revolu-
tion by imposing political and economic , 
sanctions to destabilize and strangle the 
independence of the federal government of 
Yugoslavia, 

The main goal of the capitalist powers 
since World War n was to destroy the 
collectivized property fottrs and other 
gains won by the sodalist revolution in 
Yugoslavia in order to reestablish a neo-
colonial capitalist system in the Balkans. 
But to destroy the social gains of the 
Yugoslav revolution in the end meant de-
stroying the multinational state as well. 
The rise of nationalist-restorationist poli-
tics throughout Yugoslavia was also en-
couraged by an increasingly unequal 
distribution of wealth within the Yugoslav 
federation that favored Slovenia and 
Croatia and which in turn fueled ethnic 
resentments, rivalries and seperatist na-
tionalism. But nationalism was only the 
ideological shell within which capitalist 
restoration was politically expressed, it 
was not the source of the conflict. 

U.S. Foreign Policy led to the Break up 
of Yugoslavia 

Since World War II U.S. foreign policy 
toward Yugoslavia has been driven by 
two major strategic objectives. The first 
was the long term desire to overturn and 
destroy the achievements and indepen-
dence of the Yugoslav sodalist revolution. 
The second was the need to exploit 
Yugoslavia's isolation from the Commu-
nist bloc after the Tito-Stalin split in 1948, 
The latter was aimed at driving a wedge 
between the world communistmovement, 
thereby fracturing communist economic 
and political unity and fostering ever 
greater dependency on the capitalist West 
for Yugoslavia. Thus, the policy was com-
plex and contradictory: on the surface, 
friendly and supportive; beneath the sur-
face, destructive and predatory. 

These policies emanated from the Na-
tional Security Coundl of the President of 
the United States. Recently declassified 
National Security Decision Directive 133 
from March 1984 on Yugoslavia lays it out: 
"We will seek to expand U.S. economic 
relations with Yugoslavia in ways which 
... strengthen Yugoslavia's ties to the in-
dustrialized democracies. U.S. policy will 
be to promote the trend toward an effec-

The main goal of the capitalist powers since World Warllwas 
to destroy the collectivized property forms and other gains won 
by the socialist revolution in Yugoslavia in order to reestablish 
a neo-colonial capitalist system in the Balkans, 
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tive, market-oriented Yugoslav eo^nomic 
structure/ National S«amty Dedston 
Directive54af ̂ t e m b e r 1 9 8 4 s t ^ "„the 
primary long-term U.S. goal in Eastern 
Europe is to icensored) facilitate its even-
tual reinteigratlon into the European com-
munity of nations." I 

But everything changed .with the disin-
tegration of the Soviet Union and the War-
saw Pact countries in 1989, With their 
passing, Yugoslavia became little more 
than a relic of the Cold War. In the eyes of 
the U.S. govenunent, Yugoslavia had out-
lived its usefulness. It was time for the 
immediate overturn of the collectivized 
economies of Eastern Europe and the bu-
reaucratic workers' states that defended 
them. As the Communist bloc countries 
fell one after the other only Yugoslavia 
and the USSR remained. As the Berlin 
Wall fell, a reimified Germany stepped 
forward to reassume its old role as the 
domirmnt imperialist power in Central 
Euroj 

ist sphere of influence from the Baltics to 
the Balkans, 

In the Fall of 1989, just prior to the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, Yugoslav Federal Premier 
Ante Markovic was summoned to Wash-
ington. He was told by President Bush in 
no uncertain tenns that Yugoslavia must 
immediately dismantle its socialized 
economy, hold multi-party elections and 
move to a full market economy, otherwise 
Yugoslavia would be cut off from the IMF, 
the World Bank and the capitalist world. 
If Marcovic agreed, economic aid and trade 
would continue. Marcovic agreed to the 
deal. But the deal was economic blackmail 
and political suidde for Yugoslavia. The 
1989 IMF loan was tied to a brutal, U.S. 
imposed austerity program that cut wages 
to workers and subsidies to state indus-
tries throughout the country, devalued 
the currency, ordered the shutting down 
of numerous state owned industries, ruin-
ous debt for equity swaps that literally 
gave away socialized property, and the 
lay-off of tens of thousands of workers. It 
was a time bomb that permanently desta-
bilized the country. Tensions rose as the 
unemployment rate shot up to 20%, work-
ers walked out on strike, and nationalist 
tensions spilled over into angry demon-
strations. 

Meanwhile, the CJ.A. issued its blue-
print for the break up of Yugoslavia in the 
Winter of 1989-1990. This report bluntly 
declared that "the Yugoslav experiment 
has failed, (and)thatthecountry willbreak 
up" and that "this is likely to be accompa-
nied by ethnic violence and unrest which 
could lead to dvil war." This C.I. A. report 
was incorporated into Congressional Re-
search Service Report No. 90-333 "Yugo-
slavia: Crisis in the Federation/' released 
in July 1990. Its contents were leaked to 
the media and reported by David Binder 
in The N m York Timgs on November 28, 
1990, "YugoslaviaSeenBreakingUpSoon." 
What we know about the C.I.A. report 
indicates that "theCompany" already was 
acting on its assumptions: it was provid-
ing finandal and other assistance to groups 
and key individuals organizing secession-
ist movements in the six republics. By 
January 1990 well financed right wing 
political parties had sprung up in Yugo-
slavia, with elaborate resources. These 
were reactionary nationalist organizations 
that had not existed within Yugoslavia for 
fifty years, but which all traced their roots 
back to the fascist wartime Croatian and 

Bosnian MusUm Ustasha p 
In an attempt to appease U.S. and ISuro-

pean imperialism, Yugoslavia held elec- ̂ ^ 
tions in four of the sbc republics in the M 
Spring of1990. In Slovenia two pra-sodal- f J, 
ist parties won the most votes, but due to 
the election laws a coalition of about a 
dozen tiny, reactionary, pro-capitalistpar-
ties (including at least one which used the 
swastika as its symbol) called Demos won 
a combined 53% of the vote. In Croatia 
Tudjman'sDemocratic Union Party won a 
43% plurality and took complete control of 
the govenunent there. In Bosnia the vot-
ing was split among nationalists along 
ethnic lines, but the Croatian and Muslim 
formed a majority bloc that called for se-
cession. The country at this point was still 
not doomed. Still there was no war, no 
secession, not a shot had been fired. 

But U.S. and German imperialism was 
oiJy now implementing the final phase of 
its plan for the destruction of Yugoslavia. 
The military journal Jane's Intelligence 

a report in September 
1994 ("Croatia's Intelligence Services" by 
Marco MUivojevic), documentied thatGer-
man intelligence agendes helped estab-
lish a separate Croatian intelligence agency 
in 1990. Documents stolen from Sarajevo 
government offices from 1990 (and seen 
by this writer) also reveal the extensive 
supplying of armaments by Germany and 
Austria to the Zagreb and Sarajevo repub-
lics prior to secession. 

Meanwhile, legislation was passed in 
the U.S. Congress openly calling for the 
break up of Yugoslavia. On November 5, 
1990 Foreign Appropriations Bill #101503 
was signed into law by President Bush. 
This bM Ordered the immediate cut off of 
all aid, of all trade, of all credits and loans 
to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
within six months unless separate"na-
tional" elections were held in each of the 
country's six republics, and that the proce-
dures and results of those elections would 
be deemed illegitimate unless they met 
full U.S. State Department approval! Fi-
nally, and most sigruficantly, the bill ap-
proved U.S. funding for political groups, 
movements and individuals that the U.S, 
considers "democratic." Millions of dol-
lars flowed into Yugoslavia to ultra-na-
tionalist politicians and demagogues like 
Franjo Tudjman and Alija Izetbegovic. In 
February 1991 the European Coundl fol-
lowed suit with the same demands and 
controls on the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia. In May 1991 Croatian nationalist 
militias attacked Yugoslav government 
army bases in Croatia leading to the first 
fighting of the civil war. Seven weeks later 
Slovenia and Croatia declared their seces-
sion from Yugoslavia. Following their 
recognition by the European Community, 
Muslim and Croat nationalists organized 
a referendum on secession that completely 
disregarded the rights of the 34% Serbian 
minority. 

The national and democratic rights of 
the two million Serbs of Bosnia have never 
been recognized by any Western govern-
ment to date. Had such a recognition been 
granted, the fighting in Bosnia would have 
never started in the first place. But the 
Serbs became the enemy not because they 
demanded a separate state. They became 
the enemy because the Milosevic regime 
in Belgrade did not follow suit with mar-
ket economy reforms. The national, demo 

continued on page 14 
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...FALSE CLAIMS FROM THE "LEFT" ... AND ITS DEFENDERS 
ernmental organizations,.. .media, hu-

man rights groups and public relations 
firms" to bring the American people into 
war against Serbia. And the reason he 
gives is that the public relations firm which 
represents B&H, Croatia and the Kosoyo 
Albanians, also once represented Kuwait, 
and released one false story about Iraqi 
atrocities there. Until that story, as opposed 
to all the others, was found to be untrue, 
some human rights organizations took it 
seriously, according the author Letuchy 
cites. Hence everything the Bosnians, 
Croats and Albanians say must also be 
false. And anything any human rights and 
humanitarian organizations say about 
Bosnia must also be false. 

(It is not true that the Serbs have no 
public relations representative to counter 
these "planted""stories because of US eco-
nomic sanctions against Serbia. Ultra-
nationalist Serb-Americans had already 
taken care of that necessity well before the 
sanctions. Since it is too difficult an under-
taking to sell the "Serbian side" credibly, 
they have chosen instead, since 1987, to 
collect money for other purposes from 
Muslim-haters around the country, includ-
ing the substantial and prosperous Greek 
communities. And these are the people 
with whom Letuchy is associated via the 
"Coalition to Prevent Intervention into 
Yugoslavia." The American mainstays of 
that group, so-called Leftists, are the fol-
lowers of Ramsey Clark, who conceive 
their duty simply to support anyone who 
opposes the U.S. government. Thusfar, 
that has meant Saddam and Milosevic. 
Next, it could mean Russia's Zhirinovsky, 
or maybe even the Michigan militias. What 
is Left about that? Why work with such 
mindless disinformers if you have a com-
mitment, as presumably Letuchy has, to 
the international struggle against the tyr-
anny and destructiveness of the rule of the 
profit-makers, and for socialism, national 
self-determination and international co-
operation to solve our terrible plantetary 
problems? 

Letuchy grasps at straws (supposedly 
inaccurate photo captions, articles in the 
British press about alleged CIA covert aid 
to B&H armed forces, the canard about 
how Bosnians shoot other Bosnians to force 
the US to intervene) in a desperate attempt 
to deny, because what is being denied is so 
enormous. The minutiae of such desper-
ate logging is not worth an article, but 
there are some gross and offensive denials 
which need to be flagged. 

— the Serb forces have done nothing 
that Muslim and Croat 

forces have not done. 
True. The difference is, however, in tim-

ing, magnitude and planned 

policy. The Serbs started the ethnic 
cleansing and continue it as we speak in 
the areas occupied by the Serb forces and 
in Serbia proper (Sandjak, where Muslim 
Slavs also live). And there are far fewer 
Serb victims of ethnic cleansing than 
Bosnian Muslims. While all that attends 
ethnic cleansing (rape, atrocities, inhuman 
incarceration, plunder) has been used by 
Muslims military forces, but far less than 
the Croats, and more so against each other 
than against Serbs, this has been in re-
sponse to the brutalization already un-
leashed by Serb forces and not policy. 
"Systematic" is the term used by all the 
reports, one of the many indications of the 
planned and premeditated nature of this 
project, a project to create Greater Serbia. 

Making the sides equal in atrocity is 
essential to claiming that this is "civil war;" 
there is no good or bad side. This is the 
object of Serb propaganda in this country. 
It is similar to the point of view which 
wants to deny that there is a particular 
problem with violence against women, 
because there are some violent women 
who beat up on their male partners. 
Women and men are not equal, above all 
when it comes to violence. The Croat and 
Bosnian-Hercegovinian sides are not equal 
to the Serb juggernaut. 

— Mass systematic rape of Muslim and 
Croat women is not true, because there are 
no figures. 

Yes, the numbers of certified cases are 
not there to back up the testimonies by 
Muslim and Croat women about others 
they saw held in rape camps, abused and 
killed, forcibly impregnated. But women 
have not come forward to give their own 
personal experience in as many numbers 
for very understandable reasons: they are 
afraid of further maltreatment by their 
own male-dominated societies. There may 
never be a definitive number here. Mean-
while, to trivialize the experience of those 
women who were horrendously tortured 
with some story about a reporter who only 
found 4 willing to testify when he ex-
pected 4,000, is twisted. Enough testimo-
nies are there for anyone to read, in several 
volumes, in a number of different sources: 
the rapes were not the occasional violence 
of war, they were "systematic," part of the 
policy of the commanding officers of the 
Serb forces to chase out people from their 
country in such a way as to make sure they 
never come back. 

The "criminal" government of B&H de-
liberately shot its own people in order to 
get UN and NATO military involvement. 

Along with the rape issue, I have tried to 
get to the bottom of this. I find that the 
source of all these stories (they begin with 
the May 23,1992bread-line massacre which 
was also immediately touted as self-in-
flicted) is anonymous "UN informants" 
quoted in the London-based newspaper. 
The Independent. Of course, the other 
source is the staff of Bosnian-Serb General 
Ratko Mladic, which says that about every 
atrocious shelling of the people of Sarajevo 
that manages to get covered internation-
ally. But there has never been any other 
confirmation of these anonymous sources, 
no matter how many highly regarded jour-
nalists like Misha Glenny have decided to 
believe the story. In fact; Tom Gjelten of 
Public Radio did his own investigation of 
the Market-Place shelling of February 1994 
and came to the conclusion that the 
UNPROFOR authorities deliberately 
planted the suspicion about the origin of 
the bomb, when there was ample evidence 
of its Serb origin, and have steadfastly 
refused to divulge their reasoning or data. 
The fact of the matter is that there are 
many players desiring the capitulation of 
the B&H government to the "reality" of 
Serb victory and would like it to simply 
disappear. First among these is the UN, as 
the Sarajevo-based reporter David Rieff so 
ably described in his article "The UN -
Accomplice to Genocide" in September 
1994 issue of The Balkan War Report. 
Having had to be a fig-leaf for the Great 
Powers' unwillingness to intervene against 
aggression, the UNPROFOR undertook 
"humanitarian aid" instead. To deliver 
this, they have to remain friendly - indeed, 
appease, - the Bosnian-Serb besiegers, who 
up the stakes whenever they want. The 
result has been that UNPROFOR is occu-
pying army in B&H, actually playing the 
Serbs' game. The Bosnians' (Muslim, Croat 
and Serb) own government is in the way. 
A campaign to discredit it could easily 
include, and in my opinion did, the cal-
umny of their shooting their own people. 

In contrast to innocent Serbia, or to the 
quest of the Bosnian-Serbs for self-deter-
mination, B&H is an Islamic Fundamen-
talist foothold, and Croatia is fascist. 

True, Serb propaganda about the Mus-
lim Slavs is launched specifically to be a 
self-fulfilling prophecy: kill enough of 
them, make sure they get no help, and the 
survivors will become the Islamic nation-
alists they never were before, in much the 
same way that surviving European Jews 
became Zionists after the Holocaust. If 
good people do not find a way of helping 
B&H, this may indeed be fulfilled. But 
B&H is still a duly elected, multi-ethnic 

continued on next page 

cratic right to self-detemunation is being 
withheld from the Serbs of Bosnia and 
Croatia precisely for tihat reascat. t he Serbs 
are demonized for the same reason as the 
Cubans or the Iraqis: they are opponents 
of the New World Order who must 
punished and made an example o i 

U.S. Policy Today in the former Yugo-
slavia 

The U.S. lit the fu-es of civil war in the 
former Yugoslavia. But now it can't seem 
to put them out. The truth of the matter is 
that the U.S. does not want to put them 
out. Instead, the U.S. is itself involved in 
the war in Bosnia and is militarily aiding 
the Croatian regime as well. Dobos claims 
she is unaware of U.S. military involve-
ment in the former Yugoslavia. But that 
would mean that she is ignorant of the 
dozens of reports in the European media 
dooimentingdirectU S. military and G.I.A. 
involvement in the war in Bosnia. On 
August 17, 1994 the British and French 
press reported confirmation from the 
Clinton administration that the U.S. was 
no longer observing the arms embargo on 
Bosnia and that the CJ.A. had already 
established a covert arms pipeline and 
military training program for the Muslim 
army (see "Clinton Orders A Covert Arms 
Plan for the Bosnians/' T m ^ , 

August 17,1994). 

In November 1994 the Muslim regime 
launched a massive offensive with ffiese 
new arms and with the presence of UJ5. 
military advisors. The European media 
immediately covered the story of CJ.A. 
advisors on the ground. "U.S. Accused of 
aiding Bosnian Forces/' in Thg M^pgia-
dent of November 12th reported that 
former NATO General John Gavin was 
heading the American military presence 
in Bosnia, providing training, satellite in-
telligence and aerial photographs. The 
European on November 18th reported that 
C.I.A. advisors were providing air traffic 
control, tactical and planning advice in the 
Bosnian military offerwive, was building 
airfields and pointed out that "Though the 
number of Americans in Bosnia is small, 
the technology at their disposal gives them 
enormous potential to influence the course 
of the war," (see "America Has Joined the 
War in Bosnia"). The Guardian in its story 
"C.I.A. Agents Trdin Bosnian Army/' of 
December 17th, The Observer in its No-
vember 20th piece "America's Secret 
Bosnia Agenda," and The Telegraph ran 
feature stories detailing not just U.S. mili-
tary involvement, but naming the leading 
military figures running the operation. 

In this country the CUnton administra-
tion mobilized a diplomatic and media 
denial and cover up of the story. The 
American media either ignored the story 
or ran the government denials, only briefly 
alluding to the reports in the European 
and world media. Eventually, the story 
was covered by some military experts such 
as Retired U S. Colonel David Hackworth, 

and then picked up by Roger Cohen in the 

New YorK Tlm^s. 

Are these journalists and publications 
pro-Serbian? Hardly. They are aU consis-
tently pro-U,S., pro-NATO and anti-Serb. 
In a word they are all pro-imperialist, pub-
lishing all of the other crap that Dotjos 
selectively focuses on. However, unlike 
most of their slimier American counter-
parts, they are publishing in massive de-
tail the extensive U.S. and C.I .A. 
involvement on the side of the Muslim 
and Croat regimes. The failure of the U.S. 
media to cover the story speaks volumes 
about the controlled and superficial na-
ture of American culture. It also confirms 
what I wrote in my earlier piece, that the 
U.S. media reports the war in such a way 
that it conforms to U.S. foreign policy ob-
jectives in the Balkans: i.e.: military inter-
vention on the side of the Muslim and 
Croat forces against the Serbs and the im-
position of U.S. client states throughout 
Southeastern Europe directly controlled 

by the UJ* and closely tied to America's 
dhief allies in the re^on, Germany and 
Turkey. The desire % the U.S. govem-
mfent to cover up the story from the Ameri-
can people and to presenta publicpdsture 
of neutrality reflects U.S. military and dip-
lomatic strategy as well as its understand-
ing of the need to set the American people 
up for a war that they would never sup-
port if they knew the truth behind it. 

While the C.I.A.'s and Pentagori's in-̂  
volvement in the War in Bosnia has been 
extensively revealed, there isplenty about 
the dvi l war in Yugoslavia that has been 
kept from the public. One of these is the 
success that the Serb forces have had in 
counteringU.S. and NATO military inter-
vention. When the NATO flyovers of 
Bosnia were halted in early December of 
last year, the reason given in U.S. media 
was a failure of will % the U.N. and the 
Europeans against the^rbs. But the truth, 
as admitted in a December 12th piece by 
Roger Cohen, was that the Serbs had SAM 
2 and SAM 6 (surface to air missile) sys-
tems a very nasty surprise for the impe-
rialists! However, what Cohen didn't 
report, and was hardly covered by any of 
the Western media, w i s that the Serbs had 
shot down several NATO jets with these 
systems, including American jets. This is 
one of the most extraordinary cover ups 
in recent memory. But i f s not surprising. 
The shooting down of NATO jets was a 
great victory for people all around the 
world that proved that the people can 
stop the American imperialist juggernaut, 
even in the post-Cold War era. 

What's At Stake in the Yugoslav Civil 
War? 

TheU.S. claims that the UN's "humani-
tarian role" in Bosnia has failed. This is a 
liethatwouldmakeGoebbelsblush. There 
never was nor could there ever be a hu-
manitarian rde for the UN, the US or 
NATO in Bosnia. The role of the U.S. and 
its allies in the Balkans is to reconstitute a 
neo-colordal system in the Balkans for 
U.S. and German capital. Until the break 
up of Yugoslavia is complete and the neo-
colonial clientstates are firmly established, 
the U.S. and its German ally wil l not want 
peace. The British, French and Russians 
rightly feel that they are getting cut out of 
the deal, but they will be allowed to feed 
at the carcass of Yugoslavia only after the 
largest beasts have had Iheir fill. As for the 
peoples of the Balkans, they are all being 
oppressed. They did not vote for the 
break up of Yugoslavia. And were a ref^ 
erendum to be taken today they would 
probably vote to go back to a socialist 
federation of tihe Balkans. 

In the long term a socialist federation of 
the Balkan® is the only political solution 
that can protect the rights of the 
interpopulated peoples of Yugoslavia. 
Unfortunately, today there is no multina-
tional socialist party in the traditiorii of 
Tito's Partisans to fight for such an end. 
But a peaceful resolution in the short term 
could be attained if representatives could 
agree to a just divorce, respecting the right 
to national self determination of all of the 
peoples of the former Yugoslavia, includ-
ing the Serbs. But that carmot be accom-
plished with U.S. military support for the 
conquest of all of Bosnia and Croatia, against 
the will of the minorities that live there. The 
Serb struggle against U.S., UN, NATO and 
German intervention in the region is a just 
one, for self determination is impossible 
while imperialist troops are on the ground. 

Indeed, much, more is at stake in the 
former Yugoslavia, for a victory by the Croat 
and Muslim regimes would not only be a 
devastatingblow for all peoples fighting the 
bloody hand of U.S. aggression, it would 
also be a victory for clerical fascism and 
Islamic fundamentalism all around the 
world. While nationalists like DobcB call for 
more NATO bombings and fan the flames 
of nattonalist hatred by scapegoating an 

continued on page 
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..FALSE CLAIMS Dowii with Capitalist Austerity Measures! Long 
Live The Autonomous Mass Struggle! government with Serb and Croat mem-

bers of the cabinet, with a constitution 
committed to multiculturalism, which was 
always the biggest characteristic of B&H 
society even before it was conquered by 
the Ottomans in the 15th century. To this 
very day, the Bosnians of all three nation-
alities intermarry (1 /3 of all marriages in 
Sarajevo, more in Tuzla, less in smaller 
towns). Two hundred thousand Serbs con-
tinue to live in B&H; they are part of the 
Government's steadily mounting army (at 
the moment, the B&H defenders are prob-
ably three times larger than the Karadzic/ 
Mladic Bosnian-Serb forces), as are the 
Croats. Everyone knows that whatever 
move to more Islamocentrism exists in 
B&H today, it is occasioned by the geno-
cide and is still amazingly small. As for 
President Alija Izetbegovic's book of over 
twenty years ago which Letuchy misrep-
resents, it is a theoretical treatise about 
Islam and society which never called for 
an Islamic state in Bosnia. It was seized, on 
back in 1992 by Serb propagandists know-
ing full well this was a way to score brownie 
points in France and the US, where anti-
Muslim feeling is growing. If Letuchy is 
really concerned about Islamic Fundamen-
talism, he should join the efforts to sup-
port and uphold one of the the most 
tolerant, secular, rational, intellectual and 
urban Islamic cultures ever created, and 
not leave its survival - in denatured form -
to Iran or Saudi Arabia, the only ones 
supplying some means of self-defense to 
Bosnia. 

In the case of Croatia, there is no doubt 
that the Tudjman party includes throw-
backs to the "Ustasha" and their racist 
para-military groups have committed 
atrocities. But in contrast to Milosevic, 
Tudjman's opposition is not made up of 
movements worse than he. There are many 
non-fascist groups opposing Tudjman's 
long-time plans to partition B&H with 
Serbia. The Bosnian-Croats resent 
Tudjman's having forced leaders upon 
them, when their own were and are a part 
of the B&H government. The hope of 
democratic opponents to Tudjman in and 
out of Croatia proper lies with the Federa-
tion with B&H and a strong military alli-
ance against agression by Serbia. It is the 
hope of all democratic and progressive 
people. 

Mirko Pejanovic, a Serb member of the 
Presidency of B&H, put it this way: 

"...it is clear that the war in Bosnia is not 
between its peoples, but between two op-
posing visions. One side believes in a 
peaceful and democratic society based on 
the continuity of Bosnia's multiethnic and 
multireligious fabric; the other seeks a mili-
taristic and fascistic structure based on 
religious and racial purity, etablished by 
mass murder and deportations....Why is 
the voice of democratic Serbs ignored by 
governments professing unconditional 
support of parliamentary democracy, in 
favor of that of war criminals [like 
Karadzic]?. ...The people of B&H yearn for 
peace. We have suffered enough. Yet if 
peace with justice is denied to us, we shall 
be left with no other choice but to continue 
our struggle for survival, come what may. 
The Bosnian Army may lose battles, but 
the people of B&H will not lose the war." 
(Dec.1994) 

... ITS DEFENDERS 
oppressed nation for a war they did not 

create, I stand by the position I have taken all 
along: U.S., UN and NATO Out of the 
Balkans! Defend the Serbs Against Imperi-
alist Aggression! Long Live the Yugoslav 
Revolution! 

All of the documents mentioned above can be 
obtained for a nominal fee from;The Coalition 
Against Western Intervention In The Former 
'Jugoslavia 

PO Box 10-0674, Brooklyn, NY 11210 

This is a statement writen by K.I.L.L 

Komite Inite Lit Inte(Unity Struggle 

Unity Committee) 

Working people here in the US have 
been targeted by US capitalists and their 
government for massive cutbacks and vari-
ous repressive measures such as those 
outlined in the "contract" and "prop. 187". 
These measures are a symptom of a pro-
found and deepei\ing crisis in the Us led 
worldwide capitalist-imperialist system of 
domination. Faced with tremendous struc-
tural deficits the world over, the capital-
ists and their governments are imposing 
austerity measures on working people in 
various countries to try to recoup their 
losses and patch up their crumbling em-
pire. 

The working class and the masses here 
in the US must build strong unity to be 
able to wage a successful struggle against 
capitalist aggression. We must also de-
velop strong solidarity with ongoing 
struggle of the popular masses all over the 
world: the fact is that we all face a common 
enemy. 

The surging deficits and the deepening 
worldwide crisis of imperialism are at the 
root of imperialist aggression both here 
internally in the US (such as the "con-
tract") and abroad, with multilateral mili-
tary intervention and so-called "UN 
peace-keeping missions" being a favorite 
tactic of the imperialists. It is in this light 
that we must expose the so-called "Mis-
sion Restore Democracy" in Haiti. On Sept. 
19,1994, a US led invasion force(which at 
one point was built up to 20,000 US sol-
diers) began what is shaping up to become 
a prolonged military occupation of Haiti 
under the absolutely false pretense of "re-
storing democracy". Despite massive pro-
US media propaganda, the facts speak for 

themselves: 
-The US has consistently openly or co-

vertly supported brutally repressive dic-
tatorships throughout Latin America and 
the rest of the world, particularly those of 
the Duvaliers and their cronies such as 
Cedras in Haiti. 

-Even with the total sell-out of the op-
portunist Aristide government to US de-
mands, the only reality of its so-called 
restoration is that of a puppet government 
implementing US occupation policies. 
Aristide's return is just a carrot being used 
to deter popular resistance to the big stick 
pohdes of US led occupation: IMF and 
world bank austerity measures that are 
being imposed on the masses. 

-The occupation forces have systemati-
cally collaborated with reaming reaction-
ary paramilitary groups such as FRAPH, 
the macoutes and their "attaches" to main-
tain a high level of insecurity and reprise 
throughout Haiti. In most cases, the situa-
tion of the masses has only worsened: 
hundreds have been killed, robbed, beaten 
or have disappeared, while the cost of 
living has skyrocketed. 

It is obvious that the only goal of the US 
led occupation was to restructure the crum-
bling Haitian repressive state apparatus 
and enhance US imperialist domination of 
Haiti. That is precisely why the occupa-
tion force are managing a state of main-
tained terror in Haiti, while they are 
working to hold sham elections to install 
US backed candidates into office. Oppor-
tunist and populist petty bourgeois led 
movement such as Lavalas, MPP, FNCD 
and GPL are playing into this plan by 
taking part in these sham elections and 
working to reorganize the repressive state 
apparatus in the interest of the dominant 
classes while they demobilize the popular 

masses from their autonomous struggle. 
IN Haiti as in the US, elections are but a 

force, at most a populist ploy to fool the 
masses into submission. History has shown 
us that elections can never be a road to 
popular power. But the masses are not so 
easily fooled. Recently, in Haiti, such as in 
a massive demonstration in Cape Haitian 
on March 20, thousands have taken to the 
streets to demonstrate against government 
austerity measures, the high cost of living, 
lingering repression and the occupation. 
Revolutionary organizations such as 
ORPA(Haitian Revolutionary Proletarian 
Organization)and MRTA (Haitian Revo-
lutionary Worker's Movement)are work-
ing to build the autonomous mass struggle 
and develop the revolutionary struggle, 
under working class leadership. 

Here in the US, revolutionaries mist also 
organ i ze the mass struggle under working 
class leadership. To build an autonomous 
mass movement, w e must break a way from 
opporturust and populist politicians, petty-
bourgeois reformist leadership, and cor-
rupt sold-out unions. We must forge ahead 
and rebuild the autonomous mass struggle 
based on the real demands of the masses 
and the uncompromising revolutionary 
struggle to bring about their realization. 
We must seize the initiative to build our 
autonomous struggle and organize around 
these struggles, under working class lead-
ership. Popular camp unity should be a 
proletarian led struggle! 

•Oppose Imperialist Aggression All 
Over The World! 

•Oppose the US-UN Occupation of 
Haiti! 

•Long Live the Revolutionary struggle 
of the Working Class! Long Live 
Proletarian Internationalism! 

...SAVE MUMIA ABU-JAMAL 
continued from page 20 

Row population." Over 80 percent of those 
sent to death row from Jamal's Philadelphia 
are black, some one-third of those on the 
row from Philadelphia sent there by.. .Judge 
Sabo. 

In the 1987 case of McCleskey v. Georgia, 
the U.S, Supreme Court acknowledged 
the overwhelming racial bias in the 
application of the death penalty but argued 
that this didn't matter because, "taken to 
it's logical conclusion (this) throws into 
serious question the principles that 
underlie our criminal justice system." Thus 
Chief Justice Rehnquist & Co. reaffirm the 
principle set forth by Justice Roger Taney 
in the infamous 1857 Dred Scott case, that 
blacks "had no rights which the white man 
was bound to respect." 

The racist deam penalty goes hand in 
hand with the extralegal terror of the KKK 
and summary executions by cops on the 
street to keep black people "in their place." 
The fight to abolish the death penalty is 
part of the historic struggle for black 
equality in America. 

Save Mumia Abu-Jamal! 
The forces of racist "law and order" 

have been mobilizing to push through 
Jamal's execution. After announcing its 
plans to air a series of commentaries by 
Jamal, National Public Radio (NPR) caved 
in to pressure by the Philadelphia Fraternal 
Order of Police to cancel the broadcasts. 
Senate Republican leader Robert Dole 
threatened on the Senate floor to cut off 
NPR's federal funding. Evidently NPR's 
prestigious "All Things Considered" 
program could not "consider" letting a 
black man falsely convicted of killing a 

cop speak from death row. Yet on 8 
November, NPR found it acceptable to 
broadcast the murderous ravings of an 
anti-abortions bigot who threatened that 
if Florida gives Paul Hill the death penalty 
for murdering a heroic Pensacola abortion 
doctor, "blood will run in the streets like 
nobody has ever seen"! 

The capitalist politicians, media, and 
especially the Philadelphia FOP want to 
silence Jamal to make it easier to kill him. 
Pennsylvania, author of a bill to speed up 
executions, said he's "specifically 
interested in ([amal's) case. We're going 
to see him die." In fighting legal lynching 
of Jamal we will strike a blow against the 
entire apparatus of racist, capitalist 
repression. 

Mumia Abu-Jamal does not stand alone. 
Over 40,000 have signed petitions or sent 
letters to the governor demanding Jamal 
not be executed. Unions representing 
millions of workers— including the French 
General Confederation of Labor (CGT); 
the Metro Toronto Labour Council and 
Vancouver Public Employees in Canada; 
Section 10 of the Mexican Teachers Union 
SNTE; ILWU Locals 6 and 10 in San 
Francisco and ATU Local 308 in Chicago, 
as well as unions in Britain and Australia 
have taken up Jamal's cause. Harry 
Belafronte, Senator Carol Moseley-Braun, 
Congressman Ron Dellums, Danny Glover, 
Whoopi Goldberg, Pennsylvania State 
Representative David Richardson, Jr., the 
Workers Organization for Socialist Action 
(South Africa), the Palmares Cultural 
Foundation in Brasilia are just some of the 
individuals and organizations who have 

"Don't tell me 

about the Valley of 

the shadow of 

feath; I hve there." 

joined tens of thousands who say: 
"Mumia's Abu-Jamal Must Not Die." 

Make the case of Mumia Abu-
Jamal the voice of the voiceless 
that the police want to silence, 
a rallying cry against the racist 
deathpenalty. Raise your voice 
and organize, in your unions, 
community, youth and church 
groups, to demand that Jamal 
must not die. Save Mumia 
Ahu-Jamal! Abolish the 
death penalty! 
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Once Upon Conditioning 
By Debra Behr and Ben j am in E. 

Andre 

It is no mystery that children are 
conditioned since the beginning of their 
comprehension in order for them to develop 
into socially execrable adults. Not just 
parent influence, but cartoons, movies, toys, 
and the average story play parts in a child's 
conditioning. All these mediums are tools 
to teach the ethical and moral lessons of 
becoming well-developed law abiding 
citizens. However, if we look closely at 
some of messages in the stories that are 
read to our children, we can easily see the 
false conception between the colorful pages 
of children's books. To further the 
examination into children's stories, I have 
asked the assistants of a consumer of such 
books, Benjamin E. Andre, a four year old 
boy, for who these stories have made an 
impact in his conditioning. 

The story of "The Three Bears" dictates 
the roles within the traditional family. 
Momma Bear's image is too soft while Papa 
Bear's is too hard. Automatically this story 
delivers the message that woman are soft 
and men, of course, are tough. If the images 
of the female characters aren't soft then the 
images of being bad are seen in the character 
of Goldie Locks, the intruder who seeks 
shelter in the Bear's home. When Benjamin 
was asked about the role of Goldie Locks, 
he replied that she was a "bad girl". 

Another popular children's fable that 
contains the messages which children 
absorb is "Little Red Riding Hood". The 
story is about a little girl dressed in red 
who is the main desire of the Big Bad Wolf. 
The wolf decides to dress in woman's 
clothing (the garb of the little girl's 
grandmother) in order to eat Ms. Hood. 
The impression that children formulate 
about transsexuals being evil can be 
perceived. The hero of the story is hunter, 
a man who cuts open the wolf in order to 
rescue the devoured women. Not only is 
the story of Little Red Riding Hood against 
transsexuals, it delivers the message that 
woman are helpless and need the assistance 
of men to be freed from bondage. 

Children's stories do not condition 
children to accept the weakness of women 
but imperialism and imprisonment of other 
cultures. The book "Curious George" by 
H.A. Rey is a story that implants into the 
minds of young readers the possibility 
going into a foreign country and steal a 

living being. George, a moirkey and the 
story's protagonist, is trapped by an 
imperialist dressed in yellow. Against 
George's will, the imperialist kidnaps him 
in order to imprison my morOcey in a zoo. 
The book's narrative plants the impression 
that it was perfectly correct for imperialists 
to go into Africa and entrap the continent's 
inhabitants. H.A Rey might as well have 
written a book that was perfectly 
acceptable for slave traders to invade 
Africa to capture slaves. Later within the 
story. Curious George does get locked up 
in jail due with his mischief with the fire 
department. The result of this story, the 
monkey supposedly ends up in a 'better' 

prison; the zoo which George does not 
resist. 

Children's story will always capture the 
mind of children but why are parents 
settling with stories that teach sexism, 
homophobia, enslavement? Parents 
believe that these stories are basic tools 
that teach our children to read. These 
stories have created a generation of adults 
that believe that dressing in drag in is not 
expectable and that enslavement is correct. 
While parents continue assume that these 
stories are harmless, generations and 
generations of child will believe in the 
wrong messages that these stories are 
applauded with. 

New Gallery Opens on Campus 
By Melissa Rothberg and Jennifer Scott 

Well we've been on this campus for about 
two years. Now is our opportunity as part 
of the student population to see what it has 
got to show. C3n Thursday April 27,1995 a 
reception was held to celebrate the 
enormously anticipated opening of the 
College of Staten Island's first housed 
gallery. Members of Staten Island's art 
community, including members of the 
creative arts faculty and administration, 
gathered to view the newly installed 
exhibition entitled A M E R I C A N 
SCREENPRINTS. Screenprinting can be 
defined as the process of stenciling a design 
onto a tightly bound screen and applying it 
onto a surface with a squeegee. The screen 
is usually silk but can also be done with 
various materials. 

This collection was loaned for exhibit by 
Reba and Dave Williams who are among 
the top screenprint collectors in the world. 
The collection features priceless 
screenprints by artists like Stuart Davis, 
Jasper Johns, Jackson Pollack, Roy 
Lichtenstein and Andy Warhol. It shows 
that screenprinting is not just a medium for 
mass production. It remains an appreciated 
art form. When conversing with the 
Williamses, we learned that prints from 
the 1930's and 40's like the ones featured in 

this show are particularly rare because of 
their tendency to crack and tear over time. 

The exhibition, curated by Diane Kelder, 
a CSI art history professor, offered 
appropriate subject matter. Light, yet 
thought provoking. The perfect 
collaboration of works to launch the 
further endeavors of this new gallery. 
Displaying American modernism at its 
best, the collection will be on exhibit 
through June I L 

This new impressive gallery space can 
be compared to what you would find in 
Soho. The viewing area consists of 1,600 
square feet with a separate room for 
preparatory work. The opening of this 
gallery would not have been possible 
without the endowment of Lucille and 
Jacob Friedland for whom the gallery was 
named. Native Staten Islanders, Lucille is 
an artist who has previously exhibited her 
watercolors in the library during the fall 
93 semester. Although no longer residents 
of the Island, they strongly advocate the 
need for the betterment of cultural activity 
here on campus. Jacob Friedland strongly 
stated, "We need this gallery!" 

The organization entitled The Friends 
of Friedland Gallery, has been established 
so that community members of Staten 
Island as well as the campus can help keep 

the gallery operating. Contributions from 
the Friends will enable the gallery to retain 
generous loan exhibitions of high quality 
like the one currently being featured so 
that our campus can benefit from it. This 
new construction will be beneficial to the 
students. The intended goals of the gallery 
are to feature four annual exhibitions, 
consisting of two curate shows, a jury 
student show and a show featuring faculty 
members. The gallery will also be the 
place to finally display CSI's own collection 
of works on paper acquired from 1975 
through 1992. It features such artists as 
Manet, Daumier , Frankenthaler, 
Rauschenberg, and Segal. Not just for 
exhibits, the gallery will also become a 
useful teaching tool. It will coincide with 
art and history lectures and will offer 
internships to students enrolled in the 
Museum and Gallery Training Course 
offered here at the college. Lectures and 
tours of the exhibit are also available. 
Gallery Hours are Monday through 
Thursday from noon to 4:00 p.m. and 
Saturday, from noon to 3:00 p.m. 

The Friedland gallery has a bright 
future. It will complement the creative 
arts activities promised to the newly 
constructed arts center in the future. 
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The Whitney Bienniel's Best 
By Frank G ia l lombardo 

When politicians in Washington DC 
speak of cutting funding to the arts the 
targets of their assaults are usually 
contemporary artists working out of the 
mainstream. In past Bieimial Exhibitions 
the Whitney Museum of American Art 
has scanned far and wide for works from 
those artists it believes are the most 
interesting and innovative in North 
America. The Whitney's curators are 
especially fond of artists whose work often 
surprise, shock, and force a viewer to 
ponder again and again the definition of 
art in our society. 

Three cases in point are on the third 
floor of the 1995 Exhibition. Coming off 
the elevator you're stunned by the scent of 
oil which beckons you to a mixed-media 
sculpture called "Peace Keeper" by Nari 
Ward of a grease-covered hearse resting 
on a mass of exhaust pipes resembling a 
bed of bones, under a collection of 
mufflers, and all imprisoned in a cage of 
aluminum bars. Another Ward sculpture 
consists of burnt baseball bats and a wall 
of oven panis. Then there are the 
photographers Nan Goldin and Catherine 
Obie whose works of androgenous, body-
pierced, Gay and Asian models would 
most likely be denounced by Senator Jesse 
Helms for its unnerving, sexually explicit 
content. 

Indeed, though, there are many works 
which cause the viewer to ponder what 
are the artists' intentions, whether they 
may be profit, recognition, or art for its 
own sake, as well as Jiow in all likelihood 
these artists are able to get away with 
some of the things they create (especially 
after one figures in the costs for the 
largescale projects). 

. i ( . ^ > ^ 

Aside from new artists there are works 
displayed by some more familiar names, 
like another load of rusted metal from 
Richard Serra, new scribble paintings by 
Cy Twombly, and a trio of nightmarish 
photos by Cindy Sherman. Deeper lasting 
impressions (including Sherman, arguably 
the best photographer in the show), 
however, come from the new artists 
selected by curator Klaus Kertess, who 
designed this exhibition to emphasize 
"art's metaphorical functions". The artist, 
Kertess states, "draws us into 
understanding by creating new 
combinations of meaning. And, if we let 
our eyes be willingly stirred, we will see 
more light than shade." 

If you want your eyes really stirred it's 
best to start at die top. On the fourth floor 
the viewer is greeted by a pair of loud, 
exciting, colorful paintings by Lari Pittman, 
done in acrylic, showing a circuslike world 
of consumerism, commercialism, and 
bawdiness. Logos of MasterCard and VISA 
are painted next to bursts of chunky white 
paint and clothes made of gold glitter. 
Andrew Lord's sculptures of a giant jug, 
vase, dish, and cup are a clever use of 

Lari Pittman, 
Untitled # 3 0 (A 
D i s c o v e r e d 

Chronology of 
insistence and 
Resignation), 1994 
Courtesy Jay 
Garney Modern 
Aart 

bronze. Jason Rhodes has a sculpture 
involving a donut making machine and 
other strange gadgets. Stephen Mueller 
has three spacial paintings reminiscent of 
Kandinsky. Brice Marden's paintings, 
inspired by Chinese calligraphy, create 
the illusion of lines coming out at the 
viewer. Philip Taaffe's silkscreen designs 
on black background recall Chinese block 
type. 

The third floor holds the more interesting 
and odd exhibits. There is a sculpture 
made of twisted mattresses and cake by 
Nancy Rubins; in Peter Cain's paintings 
one gets a contracted way of looking at 
automobiles; Alan Turner's paintings gives 
viewers images of amalgams of human 
body parts; the kitchy, loud, and cartoonish 
paintings of Peter Saul present a humorous 
mterpretation of two Bible tales. But it is 
the paintings of Frank Moore that transport 
the viewer to a surrealistic world, a la Dali 
or Magritte. His "Yosemite" is a 
commercialized view of vacationers at a 
state park, complete with well-known 
cartoon characters, people hiking up 
mountains of American coinage, and 
snakes coiled around redwood trees. The 

painting is even framed with wood and 
acorns. Another of his paintings is a 
waterfall with chemistry formulas rising 
out of the misty chasm. 

The most impressive works on the 
second floor, again, were paintings. Jack 
Pierson has created a mammoth work of 
photographic pointillism that completely 
outdoes anything by Seurat. There are 
also impressionist landscape works by Jane 
Freilicher and realistic paintings skillfully 
rendered by Catherine Murphy, 
particularly one of a woman's bathroom 
sink after she has cut her hair. Her detail 
of hair floating on the water surface and 
the reflection in the bathroom mirror is 
astonishing. In the Lower Gallery is a 
painting by Nicole Eisenman that was very 
surprising, considering what in Oklahoma 
City in April. It is the aftermath of a 
bombing of the Whitney showing medics 
trying to find and help survivors, men 
trying to retrieve paintings, and a blank 
section where an artist is tr, ing to recreate 
the entire scene. 

After all the talk and arguments about 
cutting funding to the arts it's great to 
know there are still artists with incredible 
talent and the power to mesmerize, 
enlighten, and entertain our senses. Not 
only are our eyes stirred, but our emotions 
as well. If the politicians are actually to cut 
funding for the arts they better think twice 
before eliminating the painters mentioned 
in this article. 

The Bienniel is co-sponsored by the New 
York State Council on the Arts and the 
Philip Morris Companies Inc. It runs until 
June 4 and is located at 945 Madison 
Avenue. 
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War! 
by Larry (L.H) Jacobs 
(Early 1940's) 

Might crushes right, 
All minds distorted. 

Fear in the fight, 
Mass destruction reported 

Bewildered in their plight. 
Most are slaughtered. 

End in sight? 
No! More ordered. 

Without any thanks 
Their bodies gone dry. 

From all the ranks. 
They come to die 

Fathers, sons— Bloody banks. 
Mothers, babes—Come, cry. 

Everything is gone to naught. 
And lives lost in vain. 

Many too distraught, 
From the terrible strain. 

All seemed caught 
In the crimson rain. 

Given a thought, 
Realize we the gain? 

Busload Home 
I have the kiss of a lover 
even if I don't know you-
Breeding alcoholism in my chest 
Hatred across my back 
I carry it both-all three 
Legs and glances while hurting 
lurking somewhere, shirking something 
I hide-
I might be in the dark grass 
or a bush. 
Under a station wagon -V 
Across the street . 
Behind your sunglasses 
Beneath your sleep 
On your heart , 
Next to your love, needing 

-Brian Belulovich 

Salesman's Creed 
by Larry (L.H) Jacobs 
(1950's) 
My profession has taught 

to take seven noes 
Before all is for naught. 
Three noes I've got, 

but then I learned. 
I almost forgot. 

After seven times spurned 
From noes begot, 

Yesses are earned! 

God Is A Democrat 
Born 6 feet tall, reality just fell on me 

like a fresh poop from Heaven, 
God, in his good grace, gave this to me 
The devine hand gave me war 
He gave me hatred 
God gave us A.I.D.S. 
God gave us freedom, and exploitation 

God descended from the skies and blew 
Hiroshima to bits 

God knows all that is amoral, then let's it happen 
God sees all things filthy and underhanded 
God wears a badge 
In black robes he convicts 
In a governors suit he pulls Mumia Abu Jamal's 

switch 
God sees the earth, and plays games behind 

walls, then 
Providence smiles and tells you that he loves you 
God makes it possible for union busters and 

punks like Guy Molinari to become 
Staten Island's District Attorney 
God is created in red, white, and blue 
I DON'T BELIEVE IN GOD! 

Just for the Moment 
by Larry (L.H) Jacobs 
(1989) 

What was important 
isn't any more. 

What is important 
won't be any more. 

What will be important 
is just for the moment 

And no more! 
Alas, 

Freedom To. Be 
One. 

L. Bardel-5/16/95 
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Know My Name 
by Suheir Hammad 
Assimilation is a mother... 

a mother who no longer knows her child's name 
Or how 
Ibrahim became Abe 
Khalid became Charlie 
Yusef became Joe 
How about little Mohammed? 

Whose mother awaited his birth with devoted anticipation 
and upon his arrival 
blessed him with the name of the prophet of God, 
the prophet of God's most beautiful name 
Mohammed became "Mike" 
Suha became Suzy 
Fatma became Faith 
Yasmine became Jesse 
Suheir 

Whose name carried the spirit of an extinct flower that 
bloomed nocturnally and fragranced eastern skies 
Suheir became Sue... 
'cause she was sick of teachers calling her 
Shuhair—Sher—Sahra and sahair 
Sue was neat, easy, all American apple pie 
The problem was none of us were all American apple pie 
None of us...I wasn't... neat and easy 
Assimilation is a mother 
who doesn't know your name 
calls you 
a name not born you 
a name not born you 

How are the spirits going to know me 
How are the ancestors going to find me 
How can you know me if you don't know me name? 

The melting pot 
boils your soul and swallows your juice 
serves yoy on a bed of wilted greens 
This mother eats you alive 
Mother 
you don't know me i f you don't know my name. 

Debra's Last Words 
by Debra Behr 

I can't hear the conversation. 
Does it matter. 

Floating between all I wish to know, 
and the personal isolation. 

Perhaps I'm just stoned 
I usually remember, 

the embarrassing remarks fall from my mouth 
It must be a personal examination. 

Does it matter. 
I can't hear the conversation. 

The Muse 
by Silvana Guadagnoli 

It's not enough to have the gift. 
I want to be the muse. 
To be the why and the because 
Of all your joys and blues. 

The Calliope of your dreams. 
For you alone would sing, 
And watch unworthy paramours 
Fall dead beneath her wings. 

Creation's born from love's embrace; 
Your bed becomes my shrine. 
Forever there you'd worship me. 
As Bacchus pours us wine. 

Immortal twice! I'd live so long, 
I'd outlive words and deeds and songs 

Waiting for the perfect statement. 
Waiting for the sun to rise 
over the horizon. 
Then all that was said 
would be part of something 
or part of the conversation. 

I could be complaining about, 
about all the spoken words. 

That would only be repeating the apology, 
over and over again. 

Who sees you complaining, 
when your floating between 

the space in your head. 
Maybe it's the just the situation I'm in. 

If only I could hear the conversation. 
I was never the type to contribute. 

Never the one to create the atmosphere 
Isolating within the ongoing, 

words never said. 
Who's listening anyway, 

when you can't hear the conversation 

I can't hear the conversation. 
This could go on forever. 

I can't hear the conversation. 
Maybe I'm not paying attention. 

I'm to entrained with the thoughts, 
dancing in my head. 

I would like to know the ideas 
spoken from mouth to mouth. 

Maybe I'm flying too fast. 
This is going to go on forever. 

It usually does, 
when I can't hear the conversation. 

I would like to know, 
what this was about. 

I feel guilty for asking. 
That's the way I am. 

Trapped between the ideas, 
and the words I don't understand. 

Would you like to know what I'm thinking, 
when I fade into the conversation. 
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C O L L E G E 

SAVE MUMIA ABU-JAMAL 
This statement is put forward by the 

"Partisan Defense Committee's Campaign to 

Save the Life ofMumia Abu-Jamal". They can 

be reached at PO Box 99, Canal ST. ST A., NY 

10013. Phone # 212-406-4252. 

We are in a race against time to save the 

life of Mumia Abu-Jamal, a courageous 

black journalist, fighter for social justice, 

and a political prisoner on death row in 

Pennsylvania. Mumia Abu-Jamal is the 

victim of a racist frame-up. As a former 

Black Panther Party member, a MOVE 

supporter, and an award -winning black 

journalist known as the "voice of the 

voiceless," Jamal has lived a vibrant life of 

struggle on behalf of the poor, the black 

and the dispossessed in this country. Even 

from the hideous conditions of death row, 

Jamal continues to speak out for the 

oppressed in commentaries which appear 

regularly in newspapers all over the 

country. It is precisely because he is a 

beacon of hope and strength in the fight 

against racist injustice that the forces of 

reaction and repression want to silence 

Jamal forever by execution. This racist legal 

lynching must be stopped! 

The threatened execution of Mumia 

Abu-Jamal is not only inherently racist 

and barbaric, it is also the first explicitly 

political execution attempted in this 

country since the government murdered 

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg in 1953. Just as 

the Rosenbergs were murdered in the 

McCarthyite climate of Cold War anti-

communism, the persecution of Mumia 

Abu-Jamal takes place in a context of a 

right-wing Congress pushing a devastating 

rollback of the gains made by blacks, 

women, gays, and the labor movement 

through hard-fought struggles. The death 

penalty is the centerpiece of the right-

wing backlash for racist "law and order." 

Clinton's new Crime Bill, passed just before 

the midterm elections, mandates the death 

penalty for 60 more federal offenses, 

effectively making the death penalty the 

law of the land even in states that abolished 

it. 

In Pennsylvania, Republican Tom Ridge 

won the state house on a pro-death penalty 

platform and pledged to sign death 

warrants as soon as he takes office as 

governor on January 17. Foremost among 

the over 170 men and women on 

Pennsylvania's death row is Mumia Abu-

Jamal, who was framed up in 1982 on 

charges of killing a Philadelphia police 

officer. The Philadelphia Fraternal Order 

of Police (FOP) openly boasts of it's 

campaign to kill Mumia, rallying outside 

the state house and bombarding the 

television and radio talk shows with 

bloodcurdling calls to "get on with it." 

The campaign to save the life of Mumia 

Abu-Jamal is at a critical stage. Jamal's 

attorneys, led by Leonard Weinglass and 

including the N AACP Legal Defense Fund, 

are filing an application for a new trial in 

Pennsylvania state court in early 1995. 

While availing ourselves of every legal 

resource at our disposal to save Jamal's 

life, death penalty abolitionists cannot 

expect justice through the capitalist courts. 

We must rely on and organize the 

tremendous power of social protest to save 

Mumia. The power and exposure of 

international protest may well have 

prevented South Africa's white racist rulers 

from killing Nelson Mandela while he was 

in prison as they killed Steve Biko and 

countless other anti-apartheid militants. 

Were it not for mass mobilizations against 

Jim Crow "justice," the Scottsboro Boys 

would have died in prison for a crime they 

did not commit. 

The cops and their friends in high places 

know that Jamal symbolizes capital 

punishment in America—you better know 

it too. Join the campaign to save Mumia 

Abu-jamal. 

The Frame-up of Mumia Abu-Jamal 
In the early morning hours of December 

MuNiilii JUMi^jimiiil 

9,1981, Jamal was working as a cab driver 

and saw his brother Billy being beaten by 

police officer Daniel Faulkner. Jamal got 

out of his cab and took a near fatal bullet in 

the stomach. Jamal was found sitting on 

the curb and 

b l e e d i n g 

nearly to 

d e a t h . 

Faulkner was 

dead. Jamal 

was sent to 

death row in a 

c l a s s i c 

Southern-style 

racist frame-

up on charges 

of k i l l i ng a 

police officer. 

While critically 

w o u n d e d , 

Jama l was 

beaten, kicked, 

rammed into a 

pole and 

dumped on a 

hospital floor 

by police, 

where he was 

beaten again. 

Jamal has a lways ma in t a i ned his 

innocence, but was presumed guilty by 

the hanging judge and prevented from 

presenting a defense in a frame-up trial 

f raught w i th v io lat ions of Jama l ' s 

constitutional rights, from jury selection 

to closing arguments. 

THE JUDGE: Albert Sabo— the "k ing of 

Death Row"— has sentenced more men 

and women to death than any other sitting 

judge in the U.S. A former under-sheriff 

for 16 years and member of the 

Philadelphia Fraternal Order of Police, 

Sabo is Imown by defense attorneys as "a 

prosecutor in robes." Sabo limited cross-

examination of prosecution witnesses, 

saying at one point, you "don't have to 

prove that every witness is a liar on the 

stand." 

THE PROSECUTION: Joseph McGill- no 

stranger to frame-up prosecutions. One of 

his victims, Matthew Connor, spent 12 

years in prison before his release in 1989, 

when McGill 's illegal concealment of 

evidence was exposed. In Jamal's case, to 

relieve jurors of any responsibility for the 

legal lynching, prosecutor McGill told the 

jury, "you are not asked to kill anybody. 

You are asked to follow the law... the same 

law that will provide for him appeal after 

appeal after appeal." In earlier cases tried 

by McGill, the Pennsylvania Supreme 

Court ruled that this same argument 
required automatic reversal of the death 
sentence. 

THE DEFENSE; Jamal was denied the 

right to represent himself or have the 

attorney of his choice. He was allocated a 

mere $150 for pretrial investigation in a 

case in which the police has already 

interviewed 125 people. Jamal was 

removed from the courtroom and missed 
most of the prosecution's case. His court-

appointed lawyer was unprepared for trial 

and repeatedly asked to be relieved. He 

was later disbarred. 

THE JURY: In a city which is over 40 

percent black, all blacks except two were 

excluded from the jury. One black juror 

was dismissed by the judge himself and 

replaced with a white juror who stated 

that he was not sure he could be unbiased 

in this case. Another juror's best friend 

was a Philadelphia cop. 

THE EVIDENCE: Critical evidence 

demonstrates Jamal's innocence. The 
prosecution's case claimed that only Jamal 

and his brother came anywhere near 

Faulkner until the backup cops arrived. 

But four witnesses stated they saw a third 
man shoot Faulkner and then run from 
the scene. McGill & Co. produced as a 

witness a hospital security guard who 

claimed to hear jamal confess to the 

shooting. But the officer who took Jamal 

into custody and stayed with him reported 
that Jamal remained silent the entire time. 
His testimony was not produced at trial. 

The defense was told he was "on vacation" 

a n d 

' ' ' u n a v a i l a b l e . 

Test imony of 

o t h e r 

eyewi tnesses 

was not 

p roduced at 

trial. 

T H E 

SENTENCING: 

Mumia Abu-
Jamal was 
sentenced to 
die for his 
p o l i t i c a l 
activities and 
beliefs. McGill 

secured the 

death sentence 

by telling the 

' nearly all-white 

jury that 

J a m a l ' s 

membership in 

the Black 

Panther Party and use of the slogan, "power 

to the people" and the old Maoist dictum, 

"political power grows out of the barrel of 

a gun" 12 years earlier "proved" he was 

"cop-killer"! 

THE APPEALS: The Pennsylvania 

Supreme court ignored its own precedent 
to reverse the forbidden "appeal after 

appeal" argument and affirmed the 

sentence of death against Jamal. Months 

later, in another case, Pennsylvania's 

highest court re-established its earlier 

precedent. In 1990 the U.S. Supreme Court 

refused to hear Jamal's appeals, which 
emphasized that he was sentenced to death 

because of his Black Panther Party 

membership. Yet two years later the same 

court reversed the death sentence of David 

Dawson, rul ing that evidence of his 

membership in the white supremacist 

Aryan Brotherhood prejudiced the jury. 

From Philadelphia, PA to Washington, 

D.C., the courts have adopted special rules 

for Jamal and racked up a mountain of 

constitutional violations. The men in black 

robes want black men's blood. 
The Philadelphia Story—Rizzo Town 

From the vicious 1871 riot by white gangs 

which left four blacks dead to the bombing 

of the MOVE commune on May 13,1985, 

Philadelphia has always been a racist 

hellhole. Blacks ghettoized in dilapidated, 

overcrowded hous ing; segregated 

rundown schools; black unemployment 

and infant mortality nearly twice that of 

whites; the status quo brutally enforced by 

racist, trigger-happy cops led by Frank 

Rizzo— this is the Philadelphia in which 

Jamal was born and raised. This record of 

former mayor Frank Rizzo's against black 

population of Philly is a tale of state-

sponsored terror— and at every turn, Jamal 

was there to expose and protest the 

injustice. 

In 1966 Rizzo led a unit of 80 cops in 

raids against meetings of the militant civil 

rights group SNCC. In 1967 Rizzo led 

busloads of baton-wielding cops in an 

attack on students protesting the dismal 

education in Philadelphia's antiquated and 

segregated schools. Fifty-seven students 

were arrested and 22 seriously injured. 

Among those students fighting to rename 

Benjamin Frankl in H igh School for 

Malcolm X was the 13-year old Mumia 

Abu-Jamal. 

Jamal was beaten and arrested by Rizzo's 

plainclothes cops for protesting a 1968 

presidential rally for George "Segregation 

Forever" Wallace. In September 1969, 

Rizzo's cops raided Black Panther Party 

headquarters and tore apart the office. 

Fifteen-year-old Minister of Information 

Mumia Abu-Jamal was among those 

arrested. Later that year, armed cops 

surrounded the Church of the Advocate 

on December 14, as 1,000 people inside 

paid their respects to slain Panther leader 

Fred Hampton, who was murdered in his 

bed by the Chicago cops and FBI ten days 

earlier. Mumia Abu-Jamal was the first 

speaker at the even, which was widely 

covered in Philadelphia newspapers. 

Three weeks later, in January 1970, Jamal 

was featured in a front-page article about 

the Panthers in the Philaddphia Inquirer. 

In coordination with the FBI and its 

deadly COINTELPRO operation against 

the black movement which left 38 Black 

Panther Party members dead, Rizzo and 

Phily police complied files on 18,00 people 

and 600 organizations. This campaign of 

police terror culminated in the infamous 

August 1970 raid on the Philly Panther 

office in which Black Panther Party 

members were lined up against wall and 

forced to strip naked while 9\e press looked 

on. Rizzo became an icon to the racist "law 

and order" crowd. 

Jamal, the young student activist, CO-

founder of the local Black Panther Party 

chapter and renowned journalist, could 

not have— and did not — evade Rizzo's 

deadly eye. Jamal was among the 

journal ists covering R izzo 's press 

conference following the August 8, 1978 

siege of the MOVE commune's Powelton 

Village home by hundreds of heavily 

armed cops. Rizzo blamed the "new breed 

of journalism" for the death of one cop and 

threatened, "They believe what you write, 

what you say. And it's got to stop. And 

one day, and I hope it's in my career, that 

you're going to be held responsible and 

accountable for what you do." 

The state's opportunity for "settling 

accounts" came three years later, on 

December 9,1981 when Jamal was shot in 

the chest by a cop and railroaded to death 

row. 

Stop Racist Legal Lynchings! 

To the bruta l reality of r ampan t 

joblessness, impoverishment and the 

epidemic of homelessness, the rulers of 

American society have no solution but 

increased repression. Schools crumble -

build more prisons. Factories shut down -

gut welfare and hire more cops. Sixty 

percent unemployment for black male 

youth - throw them in boot camps. Housing 

shortage - declare a "war on drugs" and 

raid public housing, throwing whole 

families out on the streets. 

With 1.5 million people behind bars, the 

U.S. is far and away the world's biggest 

jailer, imprisoning blacks at a rate far than 

South Africa's apartheid rulers ever 

dreamed of. Over 25 percent of young 

black men are under the "supervision" of 

the very criminal "injustice" system. 

Capital purushment is institutionalized 

racist murder. It represents the legacy of 

slavery - legal lynching - a continuation of 

the ideology that proclaims that black 

people are not human and can be killed 

with impunity. State executions are a social 

act meant to intimidate and brutalize a 

whole people. The death penalty shackles 

the ancient tradition of torture to the 

ruthless machinery of the modern capitalist 

state. 

Texas rang in the New Year by executing 

Jesse Dewayne Jacobs, a man they know 

was innocent of the crime he was sentenced 

to die for! This grotesque murder exposes 

the symbolic value of the death penalty to 

the ruling class: the all-powerful state will 

decide who lives and who dies. Truly in 

the death penalty we see the impulse to 

genocide. 

As Jamal wrote in the prestigious Yale 

Law Journal, "You will find a blacker world 

on Death Row. African Americans, a mere 

twelve percent of the national population, 

compose about forty percent of the Death 

continued on pa^elS 
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