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.z.z.a.threatened to fall at
any moment, the
graduating class of
2009 sat with
ponchos and a
sense of

achievement that
weather could
diminish.

May 28th, 2009
brought together
students from all
disciplines to

celebrate and to be
recognized for their
aoomnlishments
at the College of
Staten Island. The

smiles from
stu faculty,
family and friends
serve as a remin

ofwhat we as
students have
and will go on to do.

urough this day
will remain in our
hearts forever, it is
only the beginning
of what we will
accomplish.
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o Arizona Senator John McCain wins
the Republican nomination for president
and names Alaska Governor Sarah
Palin as his running mate. Palin is the
Republican Party's first female nominee
for vice president.

Democratic Senator Joe Biden of
Delaware becomes the 47th vice
president of the United States.
A member of the Senate since 1973,
Biden brings long-time Washington
experience to the Obama administration.
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The values, fashion and
personal vitality of the Obama
family resonate with Americans.
Public interest in the first family
nvals that of the interest in the
Kennedy family in the 1960s.

Obama's grassroots org
and innovative Web cam
credited with inspiring yo
first-time voters to partici
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Duringthe
inauguration
ceremony,Malia
Obamacaptures
themomentfrom

auniquepoint
of view.
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@ Barack Cl>a1111111s:sworn rn as the 44th president
of the UnitedStatesbeforemillions inWashington,
D.C. Obama's inaugural addresscallsfor a
new era of responsibility' in theface ofeconomic
decline and a pledgetochoose"hopeoverfear."
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bankruptcy orgo out (business afterbeing unabletorebound from the harsh
economyand
quarteroft2008.

hotspots"center
aroundtheMiddle East. Israelmounts
a.mtoflljniveaardh1arms inGaza,
theLJnitedStatescontinues tooppose
theTalibaninAfghanistan and insurgents
inlraq,andinAugust,Russia attacks
its southernneighbor,Georgia, ina dispute
over wester influence in the area.

the Hudson"..7£3CI"Mil

In January 2009, afterboth engines fail
due to ingestingbirds,USAirways Flight
1549 ditches in NewYork's Hudson River.
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American citles like Washington, D.C., to help fight traffic congestion
and reduce pollutlon.

• us bags
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n ally

consumers use ite

as reusable cloth
bags and Klean K

bottlesthat don't I

chemicals like B

Tight money and high gas prices
cl,

push auto manufacturers to
investigate super fuel-efficient
and electric cars. The Chevrolet
Volt is an early contender and
the tiny "Smart" car is already on
American roads.
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The green cleaning
movement gains
momentum nationally

as environmentally
safe non-toxic cleaning
products are used in

many homes, as
well as state and
city institutions.

Courtesy of Apple, Inc.

1 ent-elect Obama asks all Amencans
olunteer their time on the 2009 Martin
her King Jr. Day of Service, January 19,
d to continue throughou1 the year, More

than 12,000 service projects take place
across the country.

In September, Google and General Electric
partner to develop clean technologies.
Modernizing the national electric grid to
enable wider deployment of wind, solar and
geothermal energy will be an early priority.

Brad Pitt launches the
"Make It Rightproject to
build 150 green-sensitive
new homes in the New
Oreans Lower 9th Ward,
which was destroyed by
Hurricane Katnna. Pitt
contributes $5 million to
the project.
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The Chinese gymnasts take the team
title, but Americans Shawn Johnson
(floor exercise) and Nastia Liukin
(all-around) take individual gold
medals for the U.S.

0 MVP Santonio Holmes makes a tip-toe
catch in the comer of the end zone with
35 seconds remaining to lead the
Pittsburgh Steelers past the Arizona
Cardinals 27-23 in Super Bowl XLIII. ,

Jimmie Johnson captures athe NASCAR Sprint Cup ''
[

championship for the third
straight year in his famous #48
Lowe's Chevrolet Impala SS.
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0 Britney Spears rebounds from
years of personal challenges with
her fifth No.1 album, Circus. She
becomes the only act in Nielsen
SoundScan history to have four
albums that debut with 500,000
or more copies sold.

Rapper Lil' Wayne takes home four
Grammies, including Rap Album
of the Year for Tha Carter Ill and
Best Rap Song. TV

«uv

R&B singer/songwriter
Ne-Yo brings out his
third album, Year of the
Gentleman, which debuts
on the Billboard 200 at
No.2. The album gamers
sxom"""98"aone' xI
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o video for Will.Lam's
song "Yes We Can"
garners more than 1.3
million hits on YouTube
and becomes an anthem
for young voters during
the presidential campaign.

o Fox's American Idol adds a fourth judge to the
popular show. Grammy-nominated songwriter
Kara DioGuardi joins regular panelists Randy
Jackson, Paula Abdul and Simon Cowell.

Rocker David Cook,
with 58 percent of the fan
votes, beats balladeer
David Archuleta in the
2008 finals of Fox's
American Idol.
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The nation converts to all-digital TV
in 2009. The Department of Commerce
offers government coupons to make the
conversion more affordable.

Texting becomes the new writing.
Teens everywhere learn to
double-thumb miniature keyboards
and invent a new language of
abbreviations and signs.
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op style trends this year
nclude baggy pants, oversiz
sunglasses, designer purses,
black nail polish and plaids.
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