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To the Class of 2009,
Congratulations!

| hope that as you turn the pages of this
yearbook, you will look back on the wonderful
experiences that you had at the College of
Staten Island: forging new friendships,
expanding intellectual horizons, and as a
result, fulfilling your goals and dreams. As
you continue your life's journey, may it be
happy and successful.

| encourage you to stay connected with CSI
and the services that we offer our alumni.
Participation in the CSI Alumni Association
can assist you as you enter the workforce and
pursue career goals, and will help strengthen
your alma mater.

Success in today's complex, ever-changing,
and global world requires lifelong learning, so
| encourage you to return to CSl as you
continue to grow and change in your career
and in your life's adventures. CSI continues to
have much to offer you, and | look forward to
seeing you on campus in the future.




Tomas D. Morales, PhD
President
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n a not so
sunny day,
when rain
threatened to fall at
any moment, the
graduating class of
2009 sat with
ponchos and a
sense of
achievement that no
weather could
diminish.
May 28th, 2009
brought together
students from all
disciplines to
celebrate and to be
recognized for their
accomplishments
at the College of
Staten Island. The
smiles from
students, faculty,
family and friends
serve as a reminder
of what we as
students have done,
and will go on to do.
Although this day
will remain in our
hearts forever, it is
only the beginning
of what we will
accomplish.
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o Arizona Senator John McCain wins
the Republican nomination for president
and names Alaska Governor Sarah
Palin as his running mate. Palin is the
Republican Party’s first female nominee
for vice president.

Michael Czerwonka/epa/Corbis
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Everett Collection

o Democratic Senator Joe Biden of

: Delaware becomes the 47th vice
president of the United States.
A member of the Senate since 1973,
Biden brings long-time Washington
experience to the Obama administration.

JOE SURB&N?C

ihua Pross/Corbis
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Obama’s grassroots organization
and innovative Web campaign is
credited with inspiring young and
first-time voters to participate heavily & )

in the election.
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The values, fashion and
personal vitality of the Obama

family resonate with Americans.
Public interest in the first family
rivals that of the interest in the
Kennedy family in the 1960s.



MIKE BLAKE/Reutors/Landov

@ Barack Obama makes history

as the first African-American to
win the presidency of the United
States. The former lllinois senator
promises an era of change that
captures the imagination of
voters nationwide.

Electoral Votes

Ohama 365
McCain 113

REUTERS/Jason Reed/Landov

McCain/Palin run a strong
campaign, winning 22
states. But they are
defeated 53 vs. 46 percent
in the general election

and by a substantial margin
in the Electoral College.
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In January 2009, president-elect Obama
attends the ultimate power lunch in the White
House, meeting and getting advice from
President Bush as well as former Presidents
George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter.

ated for0

KEVIN LAMARQUE/Reuters/Landov

PAT BENIC/UPI/Landov

During the
inauguration
ceremony, Malia
Obama captures
the moment from
a unique point

of view.

MSGT CECILIO RICARSI Pi/Lang

@ Barack Obama is sworn in as the 44th president
of the United States before millions in Washington,
D.C. Obama'’s inaugural address calls for a
“new era of responsibility” in the face of economic
decline and a pledge to choose “hope over fear.”

Ralf-Finn Hestoft/Corbis

AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais % .‘v
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Stocks plummet as years
of excess in the U.S. housing MITCH DUMKE/Reuters/Landov
market and lax supervision of ;
financial institutions contribute
to the greatest economic crisis
since the Great Depression.
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1 Unemployment rate hits 16-year high in Janury 200;

%ic Crisis™

With buying power declining in the consumer
marketplace, companies nationwide-are-forced
totay off workers. The national Unemployment
rate hits 7.2 percent in December and is rising
steadily. The hardest hit states are Michigan,
Rhode Island,-California-and Séuath Carolina.

Photo by Larry W. Smith/Getty Imlﬂ’al

@ Detroit's struggling “Big Three” automakers,
General Motors, Ford and Chrysler, request
and are eventually offered a bailout package
of just over $17 billion in December.




O Many retailers are forced to file for
bankruptcy or go out of business after
being unable to rebound from the harsh
economy and a very disappointing fourth
quarter of 2008.

o The world’s “hot spots” center
e around the Middle East. Israel mounts
a major offensive against Hamas in Gaza,
the United States continues to oppose
the Taliban in Afghanistan and insurgents
in Irag, and in August, Russia attacks
its southern neighbor, Georgia, in a dispute
over western influence in the area.

KAl PFAFFENBACH/Reuters/Landov

In January 2009, after both engines fail
due to ingesting birds, US Airways Flight
1549 ditches in New York's Hudson River.
All 155 passengers and crew members are
saved, thanks to the skill and courage of
pilot Chesley B. “Sully” Sullenberger.



" o Environmentally-cons¢ious

- Tight money and high gas prices ° 3

~ push auto manufacturers to
. investigate super fuel-efficient
~ and electric cars. The Chevrolet

' | Voltis an early contender and

-~ the tiny “Smart” car is already on

. American roads.

TIM SLOAN/ARR/Gottfimagesll

- o Public blcycle sharing sysfefns. ‘already bépdl'ar in Europe oll into
American cities like Washington, D.C., to help fight traffic congestion
and reduce pollution.

consumers use items such

as reusable cloth shapping
bags and Klean Kantegen water
bottles that don'’t leak harmful

chemicals like BPA.




In September, Google and General Electric
. partner to develop clean technologies.

i Modernizing the national electric grid to
enable wider deployment of wind, solar and
geothermal energy will be an early priority.

.

T
Courtesy of Apple, inc.

o The green cleaning
movement gains
momentum nationally
as environmentally
safe non-toxic cleaning
products are used in
many homes, as

well as state and

_city institutions.

AP Photo/Charles Dharapak

Mark Mainz/Getty Images

' ANEW ERA OF SERVICE
ServiceNation.org Gt

o

o Brad Pitt launches the wi? we
“Make It Right” project to s . s
build 150 green-sensitive o w S e -
new homes in the New
Orleans Lower Sth Ward,
which was destroyed by
Hurricane Katrina. Pitt
contributes $5 million to
the project.

e

° President-elect Obama asks all Americans
to volunteer their time on the 2009 Martin
Luther King Jr. Day of Service, January 19,
and to continue throughout the year. More
than 12,000 service projects take place
across the country.
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2008 Summer Olympics
f the most amazing
pic history.

The Beijing
showcase some O
performances in Olym
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O The Philadelphia Phillies win their second World Series with a five
game victory over the Tampa Bay Rays. The fifth game takes three
days to complete after a rain delay.



o The Chinese gymnasts take the team

Scott Boehm/Getty Images

o MVP Santonio Holmes makes a tip-toe
catch in the comer of the end zone with
35 seconds remaining to lead the
Pittsburgh Steelers past the Arizona
Cardinals 27-23 in Super Bowl XLIII.

Jimmie Johnson captures

the NASCAR Sprint Cup
championship for the third
straight year in his famous #48
Lowe’s Chevrolet Impala SS.

title, but Americans Shawn Johnson
(floor exercise) and Nastia Liukin
(all-around) take individual gold
medals for the U.S.
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@ Stephenie Meyer's runaway
best-seller, Twilight, becomes
a hit movie starring Robert
Pattinson and Kristen Stewart
as Edward and Bella.

8/© NBC/Courtesy: Everett Collection

ggurtesy Everett Collection

Summit Entertainment/Courtesy Everett Collection
© Sony Pict#§
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Tlieeurioasease
of Benjamin Button

© MGM/courtesy Everett Collection

Slumcdog Millionaire, a surprise entry
from India about teen life in Mumbai,
and Brad Pitt's The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button, about a man who ages
backwards, monopolize Academy Award
nominations with a combined total of 23,




. O MTV spins off the reality show
The Hills, following Laguna
Beach star Lauren Conrad and
her friends to Los Angeles.

i g O Australian Heath Ledger, in his

last film role as the Joker in the
Batman epic The Dark Knight, wins
a posthumous Golden Globe for
Best Supporting Actor in a Drama.




. © Sayre Berman/Corbis

° Britney Spears rebounds from
years of personal challenges with
her fifth No.1 album, Circus. She
becomes the only act in Nielsen
SoundScan history to have four
albums that debut with 500,000
or more copies sold.

o Rapper LiI' Wayne takes home four

Grammies, including Rap Album

of the Year for Tha Carter I/l and
Best Rap Song.

L

o Due to low ratings, MTV's flagship show
Total Request Live.shuts-downrinNovember
after a 10-year run.

&) R&B singer/songwriter
Ne-Yo brings out his
third album, Year of the
Gentleman, which debuts
on the Billboard 200 at
No. 2. The album garners
six Grammy nominations.
|
|

AP Photo/Peter Kramer



The video for Will.i.am's
song “Yes We Can”
garners more than 1.3
million hits on YouTube
and becomes an anthem
for young voters during
the presidential campaign.

AP Photo/Alex Brandon

Fox's American Idol adds a fourth judge to the
popular show. Grammy-nominated songwriter
Kara DioGuardi joins regular panelists Randy

Jackson, Paula Abdul and Simon Cowell.

Rocker David Cook,

with 58 percent of the fan
votes, beats balladeer
David Archuleta in the
2008 finals of Fox’s
American Idol.




O Texting becomes the new writing.
Teens everywhere learn to
double-thumb miniature keyboards
and invent a new language of
abbreviations and signs.

AP Photo/Bebeto

The nation converts to all-digital TV

in 2009. The Department of Commerce
offers government coupons to make the
conversion more affordable.

ROB KIM/Landov
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S Top style trends this year
include baggy pants, oversized
sunglasses, designer purses,
black nail polish and plaids.
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