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B,lack Students Express Anti-War Sentiments 

By Shannon Jones 

Throughout the world there has 
been much opposition to the 
involvement of the United States 
in Southeast Asia. The United 
States is presently divided on 
the issue of the government's 
policy in Vietnam. For many 
black people Vietnam is merely 
the extension of the coloniza
tion and oppression that we feel 
here, at home. 

On October 15, 1969, a nation
wide moratorium was echoed at 
Staten Island Community Col
lege. A workshop sponsored by 
the Afro American Society of the 
college was conducted to pre
sent and discuss the parallel ls
sues of United States imperialist 
policy abroad and at home. 

The Political Edu9ation Com
mittee planned and directed the 
workshop which began with the 

presentation of a record of Mal
colm X's speeches and a film 
which presented Malcolm's views 
on colonization and American 
imperialism and the internation
al scope of the struggle for free
dom from all forms of oppres
sion by all of the peoples of the 
world. Malcolm X had moved 
from a cultural m1.t\onallst posi
tion to a radical, revolutionary 
fonn of Ideology before his 
death. 

Ther.e were a number of 
speakers from the Political Ed
ucation Committee of the Afro 
American Society and the Black 
Administration at Staten Island 
Community College. 

The first speaker, Ted Malino 
spoke on American policy at 
home. He made an attempt to 
Illustrate the similarity of the 
Black man's position within the 
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armed forces of the nation with 
that of a paid mercenary and 
supported his contention with 
the history of the Black man in 
the United States. From Slav
ery-To Reconstruction-to the 
present day, the Black man has 
never had a stake In this na
tlon' s survival which was com
mensurate with the price he had 
to pay to exist here in blood, in 
dignity, and in sweat. 

Mr. Wooten, a Black admin
istrator here at Staten Island 
Community College outlined a 
history of Vietnam, reflecting 
the nationalist character of t'Yie 
people and their long struggle, 
beginning with the Japanese dur
ing World War II, for national 
independence. 

Michael Fane spoke on the se
lective service system and the 
various ways in which people are 
dealing with the inequitable sys-

Ditk Gregory Rap 
By James Samuels 

Unlike many ·of- the events 
held at S.I.C.C., -Dick Gregory's 
lecture was a success, particu
larly if success is measured by 
the amount of laughs, clenched 
fist power signs, or the number 
of middle class whites who walk 
out. Brother Gregory is a fan
tastic satirist whose biting wit 
helps to innumerate the prob
lems of oppressed peoples. Al
though Mr. Gregory was success
ful in one aspect, I.e., effectively 
rapping to the people, he wo.s 
a failure in another, offering 
concrete proposals for alleviating 
these problems. Just rapping Is 
not enough; black people have 
always been noted for their abil
ity to rap and also for their In
ability to put that rapping into 
practice. At this point in the 
struggle, if only o. small portion 
ot all this rapping and theory 
were placed into practice most 
of the problems of the exploited 
people would be eliminated. This 

is where Dick Gregory fails, first 
in just rapping and secondly in 
shrouding his only attempt to 
place his rapping beyond the 
rhetoric stage. 

There were a few specific 
points that disturbed me during 
Mr. Gregory's lecture. One was: 
he stated that he did not advo
cate the overthrow of the cap
italisti.c system and that cap
italists should be placed behind 
the Constitution rather than In 
front of it. When one sees the 
way capitalistic exploitation Is 
bleeding this country and half 
the world, you wonder why Mr, 
Gregory does not advocate Its 
overthrow! As for putting cap
italists behind the Constitution, 
whether in front, behind, over or 
under the Constitution as long 
as capitalism Is allowed to exist 
there will be exploitation of 
working class people. Capitalism 
is analogous to cancer; putting 
oapitalLsts behind the Constitu
tion is like treating cancer by 

administering pain killers, just 
because you do not feel the pain 
and you suffer peacefully It does 
not negate the fact 'that you are 
·being destroyed. Hiding capital
ism does not render it harmless; 
it must be isolated and then 
completely eradicated. 

Mr. Gregory'-s lecture con
tained quite a few contradictions. 
He spoke about bringing this 
country to her knees, yet he does 
not believe In violence. To bring 
America to her knees violence 
will definitely have to be a fac
tor. To wrestle the reins of 
power away from the corporate 
rich an o.rmed confrontation wlll 
be Inevitable. "Political power 
grows -from the barrel of a gun" 
and Mr. Gregory tells us that he 
can't even kill a chicken. Brother 
Gregory also states that this 
country has to develop a new 
morality where the people are 
as disturbed a:bout George Lin
coln Rodcwcll's (late neo-Fuehrcr 
of the American No.zl Party) 
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tern of choosing men who will 
serve in wars. 

Harvey Noble, a Black mem
ber of the present Student Gov
ernment, gave a talk on the 
Black soldier in Vietnam, his 
attitudes, and the manner in 
which the people view his par
ticipation In a war In which his 

"inte!'est, do -"ot-appear to be best 
served. Harvey spoke of the 
unanimous support of the • Viet
cong by the people of South Viet
nam and the racism that exists 
even while the bullets are flying 
over the heads of the white and 
black soldiers in South Vietnam. 

Larry Grant, the chairman of 
the Political Education Commit
tee ended the list of speakers 
with a declaration that equated 
the Racism of America with Cap_ 
italism. Larry asserted that all 
people In this country have a 

struggle to maintain human 
rights and that the struggle 
would eventually evolve into a 
determination to rid the people 
of the system which oppresses us 
all. 

From: the standpoint of par
ticipation, ~he workshop was a 
success because there were stu
dents from other colleges and 
high schoois within i.he New 
York Area in attendance. The 
workshop was also a success be
cause it addressed itself in no 
uncertain terms to the problems 
of the entire Black community 
in this· nation and paralleled the 
struggle of Black Americans 
with the struggles all over the 
globe for independence and hu
man dignity by all of the people 
of the world from Czechoslovakia 

to Vietnam, from Hungary to 
Peru. from the United States to 
Angola. 

tudents 
assassination as Martin Luther 
King's, J.F.K., or Bobby Wen
nedy. When pigs like Rockwell 
arc killed all I or the people 
should say is "all power to the 
people" and "blood to the pork 
chop's ass." 

I fall to see the immorality In 
eliminating parasites like H. L. 
Hunt, J. P. Getty, Hughes, Mel
lon, Rockefeller, the Du·Ponts or 
the heads of .the United Fruit 
Co. who supply cocaine to the 
Brazilian Indians in order to 
make them work longer and 
harder. These polluters of Amer
ican society must be eliminated 
"by any means necessary." 

Mr. Gregory's only valid sug
gestion for improving condi
tions In America was an eco
nomic boycott. He stated that if 
young people refused to get hair
cuts, shave, buy records, or 
Christmas gifts and fast rather 
than purchase any food for 
Thanksgiving, that barbers, raz
or manufacturers, record pro-

ducers, turkey growers and other 
clements of the capitalistic econ
omy would move to end the war 
or give 18 year old's the vote. 

It must be realized that eco
nomic boycotts arc not bad; 
however they are not an end in 
themselves nor are they the pan
acea Mr. Gregory Is seeking. His 
view of the boycott as the omni
potent weapon points out Dick 
Gregory's basic problem; he is a 
performer rather than a revolu
tionary. He speaks about reform
ing the system and patching it 
up. The system as it exists to
day ls beyond repair-it must. 
be scuttled In favor of a more 
equitable system void of exploita
tion. 

,Dick Gregory ls a beautiful 
brother but until he exhibits the 
revolutionary zeal of brothers 
like Heuy P. Newton, Bobby~. 
Seale, Elridge Cleaver, The N.Y. 
21, Che, and Mao, his ls a hol
low beauty lacking any real 
utllitarian value. 
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PREPARATION 
"Hlstorlcallt the strnggle In 

the educational arena, In terms 
of black people, has been waged 
from, on the one hand the slave
master not even wanting black 
people to learn how to read and 
write, to black people, on the 
other hand learning how to read 
and write, and then the strnggle 
transposed Itself over Into what 
black people were allowed to read 
and write, until today black peo
ple have reached a point where 
they want to control totally what 
they read and write, and this has 
been a steady struggle against 
the opposition of the slave mas
ter. It's been defeat after defeat 
for the sla.vemaster, until now we 
have burst into consciousness, 
until now we have realized the 
necessity of taking control over 
our education, and when you see 
this long line of progression 
from the struggle to become lit
erate to the struggle today to 
control totally the education, we 
can see the true nature of the 
opposition we face, so that all 
of these racist and liberals who 
are opposing our moves today 
to gain control of our education. 
They are nothing but the des
cendants of the outright racist 
slavemaster who opposed us in 
our attempts to learn how to 
rend and write on the planta
tion during the days of slavery. 

So that all of their rhetoric, 
all of their arguments, all of the 
changes that they go through, In 
the last analysis are a continua
tion of the desire and the neces
sity of the slavemaster, of keep
Ing us Ignorant and unable to 
manipulate Ideas; because In 
order to organize a revolution
ary struggle, we must be able to 
do this. We must have knowl
edge of ourselves and our enemy, 
and of the situations that we find 
ourselves in, In order to organize 
a true revolution to move against 
them."· (•Excerpt from "Revolu
tion and Education," by Eldridge 
Cleaver, Minister of Education 
for the Black Panther Party, Au
thor of "Soul On Ice.'') 

Student leaders from SICC 
spent the weekend of Oct. 3'1 at 
Deerpark Fann Lodge In Up
state, N.Y., Investigating idea.;; 
and formulating plans which 
would better enaible Staten Is
land Community College to serve 
the community. I would, at this 
time, -like to express my grati
tude to the students and to the 
faculty at SICC for considering 
me worthy of particlpe.tlng at 
this conference. The students 
and the attending faculty de
serve thanks from the entire 

student body and the entire com
munity for sacrificing their valu
able study time, their free time, 
and their entire weekend to 
search for more effective meth
ods of extending educational, re
creational, and ln!formatlve ser
vices to the people of Staten 
Island e.nd the suroundlng 
boroughs. 

Many topics were discussed and 
evaluated, from day care centers 
to student enrollment. One of 
the more important issues acted 
upon was open enrollment. Every
one in attendance agreed that 
open enrollment would be con
ducive to higher educational op
portunity for the economically 
disadvantaged and the so called 
"culturally deprived" youth. It 
Is true that open enrollment will 
be advantageous to many who 
would otherwise be lost In the 
"administrative shuffle" of grade 
point averages; however, we 
must all consider one very im
portant factor when discussing 
ways and means to better edu
cate our younger Brothers and 
Sisters. It is a known fact that 
the economically disadvantaged, 
the Blacks and the Puerto Ric
ans in particular are discrim
inated against from their very 
first day In school. 

The tracking system Is used to 
force these minority group chil
dren Into the lower, into the .Jow
est, and most crowded class
rooms. Once these children are 
forced Into this type of situa
tion It Is nearly impossible for 
them to be advanced or re
placed into less crowded class
rooms where the teacher has 
more time to work with the In
dividual student. By placing 
children into this type of educa
tional environment, the school 
system continues to make de
facto segregation a legality. The 
school princlpe.ls and the school 
boards then use the statistics, 
the figures, to show that Blacks 
and Puerto Ricans are slow 
learners. 

·Mr. Wollin, Superintendent of 
Schools of Staten Island District 
30, has added Insult to this in
jury by refusing to release pub
llcally the Ethnic Census Study 
of the 1968 school year. By pub
licly releasing these figures Wol
lin would be making a public 
admission e.s to his true concern 
for Blacks and Puerto Ricans. 
He would be publicly admltt!n•g 
his failure as a public administra
tor to correct the deplorable 
teaching techniques employed In 
Staten Island's Public Schools. 
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OPEN 
ADMISSION 
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LOCK KEY 
Mlndcuffed minds 
Handcuffed hands 
Footcuffed feet 
And eyecuffed eyes 
Minds can't think 
Hands can't build 
Feet can't walk 
And eyes can't see 
Who prevents these processes? 
Who is In possession of these 

keys? 
Cleaver had the mind key 
Huey had the hand key 
and Malcolm had the eye key 
But the "man" with the cuffs 

won't Jet my people free 
And the "man" won't let them 

tUIT1 each key 

By Brother Nick Taylor 

Wollin would be making a public 
admission that he not only allows 
defe.cto segregation to exist In 
our schools, but also that he sub
scribes to defacto segregation as 
strongly as Wanace subscribes 
to separate but equal teaching 
facilities. 

The students at SICC are 
ready to seek open enrollment 
for all people, but they must first 
begin demanding the.t the Grade 
Schools and the High Schools 
pre-pare all students to deal with 
college level work. It would be of 
little consequence to open the 
doors to all who wish to attend, 
only to have 98 per cent of the 
students to drop out or be 
dropped out because they fall to 
adjust to the college environ
ment. A move to force the school 
•board to Investigate and to re
vamp the present teaching tech-

• nlques In Elementary and Sec
onde.ry Schools must be organ
ized and put Into operation, and 
rwe must take the lnltlatlve on 
this Issue. 

The leaders and the future 
leaders of our communities have 
been and are being suppressed 
by the Wollln's and the Wallace's 
throughout the country. And they 
must be dealt with throughout 
the country. Let the students 
and the student leaders, the com
munity leaders, let us all begin 

(Contfnued on Page 4) 
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TRIBUTE 
TOA 

BROTHER 
"If you knew him you would 

know why we must honor him: 
Malcolm was our manhood, our 
living Black manhood." Th1s 
quote taken from The Auto
biography of 1\1.a.lrolm "X" best 
describes the man, Nicky Taylor 
who was tragically killed In a car 
accident over the Labor Day 
weekend. 

Nicky, affectionately known as 
"Bullet" was Wagner College's 
dynamic basketball player who 
did his thing on and off the court. 

As an active member of Wag
ner's Black Concern, Nicky al
ways spoke fearlessly ahd 
vehemently concerning the Black 
man's life and struggle here In 
white America and abroad. 

He served as mediator, 
diplomat, and spokesman not only 
for the Black students at Wagner 
and Notre Dame Colleges but also 
for the Black people In his com
munity of Bedford Stuy,vesant. 

Nicky· had been active in a 
project to eliminate drugs and to 
help rehabilitate the addicts of 
Bedford Stuyvesant. He had 
planned to teach school In his 
nelghborhod In the fall. 

Nicky was a strong beautiful 
Black man "and we will know 
him then for what he was and l.s 
- a prlnce - our own . Black • 
shining Prince." • • • 

• Nicky was an admirer of 
Brother Malcolm "X" and It is 
only appropriate that the word3, 
which Ossie Davis so eloquently 
spoke at the funeral of Brother 
Malcolm's be quoted here: "How
ever much we may have differed 

. with him or with each other about 
him and his virtue as a man, let 
his going from us serve only to 
bring us together, now." 

Judith Goug,h 

Notre Dame College 
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Dean Poses 
Questions on 

Open Admissions 
I went to see Dean Harris to 

get his opinions on open enroll
ment. 

My questions brilliantly pre
pared e.s they were, were for
gotten, my pen laid aside and my 
mind set to ca.-tching and a'b
sotfulng everything the gentleman 
said. _ 

Dean Harris began by saying 
that the whole question of open 
enrollment was con'fused e.nd that 
the University Commisionary Re
port did not deal with the real 
issues at all. 

The basic question he said, 
"should not be how to deal with 
the vast number of black e.nd 
Puerto Rican High School grad
uates but ra.ther how to provide 
equal access to higher education 
for "all" high school graduates 
in New York City." 

·"With this idea In mind," con
turned Mr. Harris, "the City 
University -would be acting in 
the · best Interests of the city e.s 
a whole in providing higher and 
ibetter education for the general 
me.sses-the purpose for which it 
was origina·lly intended." 

Says Harris, "Black and Puerto 
Rican students don't want any 
special fe.vors." According to Mr. 
Harris the test of New York 
City's higher educational system 
has until recently, been the se
lection e.nd success of that· dis
discrete nwnber of high ,school 
students who have been /able to 
cope with the grading system. 

The real test, however, will 
come when a student with. a 75 
average will be able to enter 
into and graduate from the City 
University along with those here
to-fore reknowned and celebrated 
City Collge graduates who go on 
to pursue their Doctoral degrees. 

"The question of open enroll
ment then," says Joe Harris, 
"provides an adequate opportunity 
for the City University to make 
adjustments and possLble conec
tlons In its educational system." 

'1n so doing, it would be fash
ioning its curriculums according 
to Its new student body and pro
viding for new and better ap
proaches to learning. 

These new approaches may In
clude a pre..college counseling 
service in the freshman year. 
That ls, a basic course schedule 
for -all freshmen, and e.n inten
sive tutorial remediation program. 
Also professional programs In 
fields where Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans are Insufficiently repre
sented such as In City Planning 
and Government. 

Service in· the communi-ty, says 
iMr. He.rri.s, should be given 
academic credit because of Its 
academic values 1n providing stu
den4 • -with an opportunity to 
apply practice to theory. 

-Earline Wllllams 

PLAY 
my son plays in the sandbox 

smiling at me, throWing sand 
with his shovel at little girls 

LOVE 
\ts hard to wake up in the 

'morning 

w. ... you hate the job you do 

8:Jld you love the woman you slept 
with 

- by Telll 
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IHE 
FINAN·CIAL AID 

SYSTE-M 
By Fred Rohan 

From the ·beginning of the fall 
semester, the Financial Aid Of
fice has been overcrowded with 
students looking for financial as
sistance in employment and 
loans. The way the financial aid 
system ls presently operating, 
there is only one person authoriz
ed to make decisions and to give 
financial assistance to a day ses
sion student body of 3,500, one 
tenth of whom are black students 
who' ·are attempting to bree.k a 
cycle of poverty that has plagued 
the black community since re
construction. It ls evident to the 
Black Awakening and the Afro 
American Society that the present 
procedure ls inadequate to meet 
the needs of the black students 
here at Staten Island Community 
College. It ls also a fa.ct that one 
man is not capable of handling the 
large input of applications, inter
views and emergency cases which 
come before the financial aid of-

. flee. There have been a great 
number of complaints by Black 
students who feel threatened by 
the possibility that eventually 
they will be forced to quit school 
aJ'ld thereby frustrate the purpose 
of their entering college in the 
first instance. Many black stu
dents feel that the financial aid 
system has not met !ts obli
gations up to now. The black 
students have prepared a memo
randum listing the problems 
unresolved In Staten Island Com
munity College's Financial Aid 
System and the alternatives that 
should 'be used In order to meet 
the needs of the student body. It 
has been asserted in the memoran
dum that the problems of the F. 
A. office must be resolved immed
iately, so as to ensure that the 
purposes of such programs such 
as College Discovery will not be 
frustrated by insensitive bureau
cracy. 
The memorandum states in part: 

1. The Financial Aid Officer is 
the only administrator of the 
fund from which his office draws 
money to meet student financial 
needs. The Financial Aid Officer 
is frequently a,'bsent from his of
fice, thereby creating a vacuum, 
for there is no one left who has 
the authority to make decisions 
or issue funds. 2. There exists a 

waiting list of Individuals who 
have not been Interviewed so 
their needs, their immediate needs 
go unfilled. There Is a need for 
a larger office and a larger staff 
of individuals with the authority 
to make fiscal decisions. 3. The 
Black students, represented by 
the members of the Black Awak
ening newspaper staff have made 
repeated appointments with the 
Financial Aid Officer. 4. Black 
students have been faced with 
the possibility of h~vlng to leave 
SICC because of financial needs 
.which might be met with the 
aid of the Financial Aid Office." 
The Black students here at Stat
en Island Community College 
will not allow a condition to ex
ist which has proven Itself to be 
harmful to our fellow students 
without addressing ourselves to 
its correction. A demand was 
made for a restructuring of the 
Financial Aid Office to allow for 
competent assistance on a decis
ion making level. 

A further demand has been 
made that larger office facilities 
be provided. Lastly, a demand has 
been made that students who ex
press needs to be counselled on a. 
follow up basis so as to elimin
ate the possibility of emergency 
crisis si tuat!ons. 

Mr. Harold W. Stamps, Di
rector of the Financial Aid Pro
gram here at Sta·ten Island Com
munity College Indicates that the 
program ls another part of the 
counseling service on campus. Mr. 
Stamps asserts that when a stu
dent comes for an interview, he 
looks at the student's total prob
lem and on the basis of his total 
pro'blem, then Mr. stamps de
vises a package to take care of 
the student's needs: The Finan
cial Aid Program consists of 
EOG Funds, Nursing Student 
Loan Funds, Nursing Student 
Scholarships, National Student 
Defense Loans, Work Study 
Grants and College Discovery. 

A package would Include one 
or more of the different resource 
funds mentioned a.bove. Under 
the Work Study Program, the 
student is a:llawed to work fif
teen hours a week. The number 
of hours worked depends upon 
the academic average of the stu-

S.I. AAA Com1mittee Formed 
By Fred Rohan 

This year, Staten Island Com

munity College has received a 

large enrollment of Black stu
dents, faculty, administration and 
staff members. The Black admin
istrative staff, faculty and staff 
positions have formed a united 
front In order to attack the prob
lems that attect the Black edu
cational community. This united 

DAWN 
what makes the sun come to the 

top of a mountain 
and smile on the earth in the 

morning light 
breaking early frost with 

maternal warmth 7 

front Is called the Afrlcan-Amer
lcan Affairs. 

Mr. James P. Wooten, Direct
or of Community Relations, Stat
en Island Community College, Is 
the Chairman of the AAA Com
mittee. Mr. Wooten believes that 
there should be a sound and 
sta•ble unit within the educational 
complex on Staten Island and 
eventually within the entire New 
York area. 

TIME 
clocks are deceitful things 
they move slow ln summer 
while people pass my window 
and swiftly in winter 
when Icy winds roam. lonely 

streets. 

BLACK AWAKENING 

dent and the overall schedule of 
the students. Students on aca
demic probation or who are hav
ing dlf.flculty In their courses of 
study will not get a full work 
study assignment. Mr. Stamps 
explains that this ls done for the 
protection of the student and 
gives the chance to the student 
to do the studying he has to do. 
The remainder of that student's 
package might Include a grant or 
loan. 

The Financial Aid Program has 
a Scholarship Committee. It con
sists of people from various de
partments of the college. The 
Committee sits with the Finan
cial Aid Director after he makes 
Interviews and determines the 
needs of the student. The Fin 
ancial Officer presents the case; 
the Scholarship Committee has to 
approve each case before a stip
end can be given or granted. Af
ter the case ls presented to the 
Scho'larship Committee, the Pres
ident of the College ·has to a,p
prove the stipend before the Fin
ancial ~Id Director brings It to 
his ,.office and notifies the stu
dent. 

The purposes for the Scholar
ship Committee, Mr. Stamps ex
plains, Is that there are students 
who come to his office with the 
Intent of taking advantage of his 
not knowing them. The professor 
in the classroom would know how 
the student Is doing and because 
of this, he Is sitting there, he 
could pass judgment you have 
representation from each area. 
'rhe Dean of -Students can talk 
authoritatively about the student 
and his problems "but they usual
ly accept my recommendations." 

Mr. Stamps asserts that the 
function of the Financial Aid Of
ficer Is to be In charge of each 
source of funding within the col
lege, for Instance, Educational 
Opportunity Grants and College 
Work Study Programs. 

The Financial Aid Office con
sists of one secretary, one flnanc 
cial aid officer and four student 
helpers who assist In the clerical 
details. The Financial Aid Di
rector has the only authority to 
make fiscal decisions. Mr. Stamps 

explains that the reasons for his 
absences from his office during 
school hours has been the neces
sity to attend meetings In order 
to obtain more funds. He fur
ther explains that in order to have 
a larger staff, more money has 
to be allocated in the budget; and 
as It holds now, there is no money 
in the present budget until next 
semester. The only time Mr. 
Stamps is absent ls when he has 
to attend meetings. He alleges 
that he works 14 hours, some
times 16 hours a day-Saturdays 
and .Sundays by special appoint
ment, Mr. ,Stamps reports that 
he has seen 877 students since 
July 22. Mr. Stamps feels that 
the Scholarship Committee meet
ings are necessary. "M you just 
interview and you never sit down 
to summarize data-to present It 
to the Scholarship Committee it 
means that nobody would get 
anything." 

Mr. Stamps specifies that he 
cannot hire any personnel on an 
emergency basis this semester. 
"The way it works Is this, there 
Is a budget involved. You just 
can't move people around most of 
these jobs work at a secretarial 
level wh1ch are Civil Service 
jo'bs." 

In the case of a person seeking 
employment, in the Financial Aid 
Office, t:here has to be a line for 
an Instructor or professor which 
means faculty. Mr; Stamps ex
plains that he may receive temp
orary assistance from another 
counseling department, In respect 
to staff .work but not a person 
who would aid Mr. Stamps In 
matters of financial aid. That 
person, In so doing has to have 
a line as an Instructor or a pro
fessor, under an official appoint
ment. 

In the case of an emergency, 
the Financial Aid Program could 
receive a person to review ap
plications along with the Direct
or. Mr. Stamps indicates that 
such a person would have to be 
trained. "You just can't walk in
to this office and take over and 
start interviewing. The student's 
application ls governed by Fed-

(Oontlnued on Page 4) 
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Urban Studies 
Proposed for 

Fall 1910 
By Miriam Hernandez 

At a recent Interview with Mr. 
Mr. Wlll!am Demby, head of the 
Ethnic Studies Department and 
his colleague Mr. Edward Mar
golies discussed a program on 
Black Culture at length which if 
approved will be Introduced next 
fall. The program will appear in 
the catalog under the heading of 
Urban studies and It w:111 be a minor 
under the Liberal Arts curriculum 
comprising some 3 Oto 32 credits. 

The main part of the program 
will be a two semester commun
ication skills workshop. This 
workshop will take the place of 
English 21, English 2.2 and 
Speech. The classes will meet for 
2 hours, 3 times a week. 

·Each semester w!U be divided 
into four parts. Each of these 
will be dealing with contempor
ary topics such as Black Nation
alism and the Phllosophy of Rev
olution. There will be lecturers 
coming In, Shirley Chisholm, for· 
example, and other community 
leaders. The students wlli hold 
panel discussions and WI'ite pap
ers. The students will be getting 
the required material, and they 
will hopefully become Interested 
and Involved In what Is going on 
In their communities. 

1Some of the other courses 
planned for the program are an 
Economics class which -will be re
lated to the poverty of the ghet
toes. A .philosophy class •will stress 
the philosophies of our time. The 
students taking art may choose 
African or European Art. An
other course which will be offer
ed will be Ethnic Urban Cultures 
which will deal with ethnic ex
periences from the inside and the 
Interaction of ethnic groups. 
Students will be a'ble to take 
this course in place of English 31. 
These credits will be transferable 
unless the student's plans to ma
jor in English, In which case he 
will need to take English Liter
ature. The program leaves room 
for electives. Some of these will 
be Black Literature', Sociology 5 
(which is a course in problems 
af the minorities). 

English 59 - contemporary 
Literature (In this course there 
will be readings of South Amer

. lean, Black and Asian. WI'iters). 
The students In this program will 
be offered a course In Radio and 
Television. Its aim will be to pre
pare black students for the lead· 
ersh:p positions they may event
ually be called on to assume 
within the communications field. 
••we want to offer courses rele
vant to minority experience and 
urban contacts. We'd like to pre
pare the students for leadership 
In Ul'ban situations" said Mr. 
Demby. With these words he 
summed up the purpose of the 
proposed Ur'ban Studies Program. 

JOKE 
Obviously, the joke of the year 

is our new rabbit hutch bus 
shelter. But, now that we're stuck 
with it, why can't we have a path 
mllde that leads to it? A ipath 
certainly isn't going to mar its 
esthetic beauty and would serve 
the bussers well . . . even though 

the hutch won't. 
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The Origin of 
Gospel Music 

by Ja.mette Spencer 

One night while sitting In the 
kitchen, I happened to hear some 
soul music on·T.V. Not lmowing 
what the program was all about I 
sat down and started to dig on 
what was happening. Buddy, 
Franklin, M.C. of the Swan 
Silvertine Gospel group, was con
ducting the program and every 
thing was jwnping. He was giv
ing a documentary of Gospel 
music, and of the Swan Silvertine 
Gospel group, I decided to en
lighten myself to more Black po
tential, so I grabbed a pad and 
wrote a few notes. 

Gospel Music is a combination 
of rhythm, jazz, and blues 
stressing phrases of the Bible. 
Spirituals are a subdivision of 
Gospel music. This music de
veloped out of the efforts of 
Black people to communicate with 
God by soul. During the un
forgotten period, slavery, Black 
people used Gospel music • for 
worship, for freedom, and for 
misery. 

The main instruments of 
Gospel music started with the 
banjo and the tamberine. Then 
the guitar, the organ and many 
other instruments moved Into the 
sphere. Gospel music as a hue be
came the past time for every 
Black church in the south. 

caucasions at one point viewed 
Gospel -music with vexation and 
uncertainty because of a possible 
fear submerged in the negligent 
doctrine of this music. In Europe 
Gospel music came in like a 
storm; a small tidal wave that 
swept the entire continent. Claude 
Greer ls one of the many Black 
churches, colleges, and a variety 
of places in Los Angeles. Mahalia 
Jackson, as one of the greatest 
Gospel singers of all time, con
ducted a Gospel concert at 
Carnegie Hall. Shirley Ceasar, 
while making a name for herself 
in al! rhythm and blues decided to 
spread the Gospel (music). Carl 
Davis, leader of the Swan Silver
tine believes that in order to sing 
Gospel music one must have the 
divine gift, "soul." 

NO PLACE SAFE 
White man, white man, telling 

your lie. 
Sending overseas your C.I.A. spy. 
Look me in the eye and tell me 

I'm a fooL 
Take me by the hand to your 

whitewashed school. 
Teach me to hate black and to 

love white. 
Show me how to wage a non

violent fight. 
Call me a Negro and make Black 

bad. 
Never Jet me know what my 

people once had. 
As soon as I learn the truth and 

what's right. 
White man, white man, it's you 

I'll fight. 
As soon as I take control over my 

mind. 
There wll! be no place safe for 

you and your kind. 
. By Brother Nick Taylor 

SUMMER 
the first day of summer Is here 
i go to the garden and pick the 

strawberries 
and sweat under the heat of the 

noonday sun 

LOVE 
Love, where are you when I need 

you so desperately1 
I have ben like a Jr. Walker's 

Road Rttnner, in search of you. 
l have been like a Stevie Wonder's 

Travelin' man; i,et I have not 
seen you 

Where are you, Love, when I am 
in Harlem, in Watts, in Detroit, 

and yes I in the "b1tttermilk 
bottom?" 

Where are you, Love, ,vhen I am in 
Mississippi, in Alabama., in 

Louisiana? 
Where are you, Love, when I am at 

Columbia, Cornwall, C.C.N.Y., 
San Francisco State? 

Love, I am the Black brother, the 
Bla{;k sister, the masses of 

BlMk people, and 

Much counts on my finding you. 
Love, I have, we have, searched for 

you; where are you, why have I 
not found you? 

Am I the one Love forgot? 

-Diane Felton 

Preparation ... 
(Continued from Page 2) 

to expose the true nature of this 
inadequate educational system. 
:Let us begin to show by example 
tha,t we are not at all satisfied 
and that we are prepared to carr; 
on a struggle to end mis-educa
tion In our classro

0

oms. Let us 
show the people how New York's 
educational policy effects them• 
how per capita school tax dollar~ 
are misused; how jobs and in
dustry are· affected because the 
school system practices discrim
ination; how potential leaders 
are lost .because the school sys
tem practices discrimination; 
-let us show the public how sum
mer schools could be utilized for 
advanced education rather than 
:.emedial education if the teach
ers done a proper job during the 
normal school season. 

Everyone Is affected because 
our school administrators are 
relating to racism, and to sum
mer jobs, instee.d of educating 
our children. Let us show the 
need for qualified educators to 
replace apathetic teachers. Open 
enrollment can then be a reality 
and an asset to our Brothers and 
Sisters. 

"In the old days, hwnan genius, 
the brain of man created only 
to give some the benefits of 
technology and culture, and to 
deprive others of the bare neces
sities, education and develop
ment. From now on all the mar
vels of science and the gains of 
culture belong to the nation as 
a whole, and never again will 
mans brain and human genlll8 
be used for oppression and ex
ploitation ... The working peo
ple wil perform this titanic h.l.s
torlcal feat, for In them lie dor
m:mt tho great forces of revolu
tion, renaissance and renova-
1.lon." 

V. I. LENIN 
Collected Works 

Vol. 26, Page 284 
'ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE' 

SONNY COLLINS 

IMPACT. 
when a man jumps into the ocean 

it goes plop 
when a bee falls into the water 

It goes plop too 

BLACK AWAKENING 

ALIENATION 
The Alienation of the Human Family 

Within the Context of Social and Political Things 
Which Makes Me Know that Something is Wrong 
But Leaves me Just as Confused aa Before! 

we all bleed don't we, when we're cut or hurt? 
we all cry don't we? 

there Is a. force that works to divide us; 
alienate and Isolate us. 
that tears the strength of righteous Indignation (righteous 

indigna tlon?) 

and rips the threads of revolution (saps the essence of us, man 
and woman). 

man, woman, black, white, jew, gentile, southerner, northerner, 
farmer, city boy. 

somehow the people are lost within the wrapping and the label 
and we become the uniform that we wear such as it may be _ 
grey buildings called schools, and placid, staid teachers destined 

to create (create?) 

conformity to the society (whose society?) and its values and mores 
grind us all into one blob of grated human flesh unidentifiable 

except for 

the label that our neighbor gives us to simplify, to justify, to p;cify, 
to mortify, to terrify 

leaving us quivering, leaving us unknowing, leaving us uncaring, 
leaving us unfeeling, leaving us ... 

and where are we and who are we and who am i? ( or WHO AM I?) 

IMPRESSION 
like an iceberg 
that glares in the sun 
and yet refuses to melt 
cold, frigid, and slow-'llery, 

slow 
very 

"TIME" 
By Sam Spencer 

At times, time go to fast 
At times, time go to slow 
At times, it goes just right 

Thursday, November 20, 1969 

a poem 
i wanted to write 
a poe.m 
that rhymes 
but revolution doesn't lend 
itself to boogalt,oing • 
then my cousin 
who thinks i hate 
askedr-don't you ever write 
tree poems--£ like trees 
so i figured o.k. 
i'll write a tree poem 
a big beautiful green tree poem 
peeking out of the window 
(just to check the image) 
i sec asphalt 
no green,---,no trees 
in the ghetto 
still peeking out of the window 
i figured 
the birds-yes that's it 
i'll do a big wonderful 

peaceful 
bird poem 
but shit 1nan 
the birds fly so goddamed low 
since no-Dick was elected 
so i figured again 
and it occurred to me 
that maybe i shouldn't write 
at all 
but- clean my gun 
and check my kerosene supply 
perhaps these are not 
poetic times 
at all 

I BLACKNESS 

bill 
'69 

too hard to break 
cracks only when hit by a hard 

blow 

At times, I wish it wouldn't go Deep cavern of meditation 

dead like a corpse 
immobile, stagnant 
white with a few black specks 
maybe a cluster here and there 
backwards-built that way 
thinks that way-,why? 

-Winifred Neblett 

Financial Aid. . . 
(Continued from Page S) 

era! Guide lines which are in com
pliance to the Federal laws. There 
is no po_int in having a person 
who doesn't know the Federe.l 
laws to come in and try to in
terpret the laws to the students 
or for the students because If he 
does he is going to defeat the 
purpose of the office." 

The interview ,vith M. Stamps, 
conducted by the Black Awaken
ing Staff and other concerned 
students did not answer all ques
tions concerning Financial Aid 
and the problems which the Black 
students feel are inherent within 
the structure of the Financial 
Aid system itself. None of the 
demands listed within the mem
orandum mentioned above were 
satisfied and there still is a prob
lem In that Mr. Stamps 
Is still required to attend meet
ings which take him out of his 
office a considerable amount of 
time. 

With Open Admissions or ex
panded admissions becoming op
eralble next year, It will be Im• 
pel'atlve that the supportive 
roles played by the Financial Aid 
Office be expanded. The Black 
Awakening is aware of no such 
planned expansion. If Black stu
dents and Puerto Rican students 
and poor white students are go
Ing to be alble to attend college 
and remain In school, the proper 
supportive facilities will have to 
be made available. The present 
system of Financial Aid appears 
inflexible at best and underfund
ed, and understaffed. 

What is time isn't it just Realization of inner nation, 
A mixture of months weeks Rest in Soul-Blackness 

and days 
or is it just another way of death Revolution, Distribution 
laughing at you and saying Freedom-BlMkness 

from me 
you just can't get away 
_Death is waiting around the 

corner 
it docs not try to hide 
So what I can't figure out is how 
You can say time is on my side 
Is it good or is it bad 
Why is it that at times you 

are happy 
and at times your sad 
Maybe its a cruel punishment 
or maybe its for the best 

Maybe its God's way of saying 
You must experience life 

before you rest 
If its so life must be a 

punishment 
and death m1tat be a rest 
Which means time starts out as a 
punishment 
And ends up for the best 

LOVE 
love is the press of heated bodies 
flesh rubbing flesh In swift 

rhythm 

MAN 
the typewriter sounds fast and 

efficient 

but it wouldn't be anything 
without a man 

JOHN oo·E 
john doc Is my friend 
john doe Is a white man 
i am not a white man 
john doe gives me a ride home 

but never Invites me in 

I stand at john doe's window, 

tippy toe 
and looking In see nothing. 
i cry salty tears for my friend 

my Jost friend john doe 

II LOVE 
Candle lite the street, 
Mind the Desolate thought 
Heart of Hell--

Love Fantasy 

Ill ALONE 
Closed four wall.a on inner war, 
Social concentration camp, 
Puts you home, 

Alone 

Me and them 
Them and Me 
Hypocrites eternally-

Alone 

IV STATEN ISLAND 
Diluted in urine 
Chained to a tree 
Death without knowledge 
Staten Island without life 

-Linda Nelson 

MELLOW 
mellow is my love for my woman 
swift is the beat of my heart in 

passion 
gu~ deep Is my love 
and tender, listening to my baby 

cry 
mother Is my woman 
lover and confessor 
like blood to me. 
without her I would die 
balls and sasparllla 
two smells so dissimilar 
can easily be found 
in any high school malt shop 
heroin and koolaid 
cussin and churchgoin' 
screwin' and hot dogs 
america to russlan 
teenage dreams don't linger 
on mundane hopes or doin's 
they don't believe that stuff they 

say 
they've nothing to believe 
adults grieve and mourn, 

falseness to bequeath 
their 


