


T o  a  G a b o n e s e  M a s k
Georges Rawiri

. Oh, Bakota mask, your deep orbits 
Look at the present, mask of faded color 
That has resisted time and termites 
impassive witness of a bygone era.
Your serious air, your powerful, high forehead shelters 
The mysterious shadow where survives your thought 
You are the closed book where the old rites sleep.
And you watch over us, austere and stiff 
You are the beloved ancestor, the supreme syml 
Of an entire family today dispersed,
But which each season brings back around you.

You are the vital spirit, exempted by theifods/  ̂
Iphe distant messenger of an African Tiistory 
ft#bich th#ĵ i%sentiMfrlfFirlr foget the past.



Third Rail is pleased to announce that we have 
been honored by two prestigious organiza

tions. Firstly, Third Rail has b e ^  named one 
of the ten best collegiate publications by 

The NatioHy America’s premiere progressive 
news magazine. Secondly, Third Rail has been 
awarded the Campus Alternative Journalism  
Award for Best Reporting by the 
Press Association. For more details logon to

w w w . l h i r d R a i l M a g . c o

The Nation.

http://www.lhirdRailMag.co
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I am sich to death of the religious right trging to dictate 
to the rest of us how we choose to liue or not to liue. 
Sichto death— doesn t̂ that just about sum up the recent 

euents surrounding the death of Terry Schiauo? This woman 
was brain-dead for a decade and a half, why should she 

haue been forced to liue lil̂ e that if, as her husband stated, 
it was against her wishes? How many of us would want 
to be hept aliue by artificial means if it meant a life that 
only fit the biological definition? In that uegetatiue state, 
the best Terri Schiauo could hope for was to be a financial 
and emotional burden on her family until her body caught 
up with her brain. Her husband, michael, simply did what 
he felt would carry out his wife's wishes and finally restore 
peace to herfamily.

In a statement released by mr, Schiauo he said, neuer 
wanted Terri to die. I still don-'t. After more than seuen years 
of desperately searching for a cure for Terri, the 
death of my own mother helped me realize that 
I was fooling myself. (Ylore important, I was hid
ing behind mg hope, and selfishlg ignoring Terri's 
wishes. I wanted my wife to be with me so much 
that I denied her true condition. Terri told me on 
seueral occasions before this happened that she 
would not want to liue in her current condition.-’-'
These are not the words of a callous man who 
didn-’ttruly care for his wife, its  not lihe he needed 
to mahe appearancesj the law was on his side.

It was the Schindlers, Terri Schiauo's family of 
origin, that did the grandstanding. Earlier in his 
statement, mr. Schiauo stated that he wished 
that the uideos that his in-laws were showing 
were true, but theg weren-’t. The truth is that she 
was completelg unresponsiue.

mrs. Schiauo's family is using this as a means 
to moue the agenda of the conseruatiue right, by 
claiming that mr. Schiauo was onlg interested in 
hilling mrs. Schiauo so that he could marry an
other woman, they portrayed him as an uncaring 
and unfeeling man who just wanted to be rid of 
his responsibility to his wife. Howeuer, according 
to Wikipedia, a free online encyclopedia, '̂Hos- 
pice staff [caring for mrs. Schiauo] describe mr.
Schiauo as a uerg supportiue husband who be
rated nurses for not talking better care of his wifej 
in 1994 the hospice attempted [unsuccessfully] 
to get a restraining order against him because he 
was demanding more attention for his wife at the 
eHpense of other patients' care." The article goes 
on to sag that, thanks to mr. Schiauo-'s diligence, 
afterfifteen bed-ridden gears, she had not suffered 
a single bedsore, mang perfectly cognizant people

4  WWW. RAIL'̂ J .com

innursinghomesdonotreceiuetheleueloflouing attention 
from theirfamilies that this comatose woman did,

The religious right has determined that euthanasia is fine 
for healthy unwanted animals, but not for brain-dead people 
lingering in hospitals with no hope for recouery. They are to 
eHist as long as an imaginary being whose rules were out
dated long ago deemsfit. This is strange because ifthis be
ing wanted these unfortunate people to liue, they would go 
on with or without the aid of machinery [I belieue its  called 
a miracle], mrs. Schiauo's family, being deuout Catholics, 
are firmly planted in this foolish ideology. They haue tal̂ en 
their case to the current ultra-conseruatiue gouernment and 
actuallg gotten congress to reconuene just to rule on this 
case. Congress is too busy and/or unconcerned with such

/i'* -

triuialities as an insane and unnec
essary warin Iraq, an education sys
tem that constantly fails to educate, 
air barely fit to breathe and sl^yrock- 
eting energy costs to name but a 
few of the issues our gouernment is 
supposed to handle. Mettheyhadno 
problem with reconuening just to de-

Terri Schiauo

termine what power they could en- 
ertto Duerrule a woman's final wish, 
burning the midnight oil to spare the 
life of this one woman who only 
wants to die,

The problem boils down to the fact 
that mrs, Schiauo did not haue a liu- 

ing will. Too many of us 
don't. I know that it's one 
of the things that people 
mean to doj irs  on my 
list, too. But let this be a 
public record that if I am 
euer in the condition that 
Terri Schiauo is in— PULL THE 
PLUG— I DON'T WANT TO LIUE 
LIKETHAT! This is something 
my husband and I haue 
talked about many times. 
This is notto say that either 
of us is at any risk of it hap
pening; it's just something 
that couples talk about, We 
haue also discussed who 
should raise our daughter, 
should we both die at the 
same time and she is too 
young to be on her own. 
Responsible people do 
think of such things and 
want to make sure that 
their chosen course of ac
tion is known, at least to 
each other. I don't think 
that my husband and I are 
unusual in that, so isn't it

possible that michael and Terri Schi
auo had similar discussions andthat 
he knew that this would be what she 
would want? Like me, I belieue that 
Terri Schiauo would haue discussed 
these things with her husband, but 
not necessarily herfamily. Giuen the 
uigor with which her family fought 
mrs. Schiauo's right to die, it prob
ably would haue just led to unnec
essary arguments that would haue 
proued irreleuant anyway.

As a wife and mother, I under
stand the seuerity of the pain that 
all of mrs. Schiauo's family is go
ing through, both her husband and 
herfamily of origin. I know just how 
deeply a parent's loue runs and 
how hard it is to let go in euen the 
most routine situations. I haue en- 
perienced the loss of young people 
I haue loued and watched a child al
most as dear to me as my own suf
fer terribly to regain her health. But 
I also understand that we do haue 
to let go, and that, in a uery real 
sense, Terri Schiauo was gone for 
years before she died. All her loued 
ones haue my deepest sympathy 
and condolences, but it is time for 
the suffering to end for all of you. 
The gouernment, on the other hand, 
needs to learn to take care of what 
their constituents need for them to 
legislate and let personal decisions 
remain just that— personal.
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This past April saw the untim ely and surprising passing o f one o f the 
m ost beloved faculty m em bers on campus, Professor Fran^ios Ngolet. 
Years ago, as vice-president o f the African Studies club, I had  the unique 
opportun ity  o f w orking closely w ith Professor Ngolet and  o f appreciat
ing bo th  his love o f scholarship and his joy and gift for teaching; w ith 
the latter never tak ing  precedence over the former. Oftentim es, one 
w ould find Professor N golet at 10:30 pm  in  his office conducting re
search for an article or a book. But he w ould always gladly set aside re
search for conversation w ith students such as myself, even at such a late 
hour. Through the years. Professor N golet became m uch m ore than  a 
teacher or m entor, he became a friend, both  to  m yself and  to all those 
who have had  the pleasure o f experiencing any o f his courses.

- N e i l  S c h u l d i n e r

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is  t h e  e u l o g y  p r e s e n t e d  b y  H i s t o r y  P r o f e s s o r  M i c h a e l  S. F o l e y

AT THE FUNERAL FOR PROFESSOR F r AN^AIS N g OLET.

I  have b een  asked to  speak  on  b e
h a lf  o f  the h istory  departm ent 
at the C ollege o f  Staten Island, 

to  offer som e o f  our collective m em 
ories o f  our co lleagu e and friend, 
Francois.

(It’s w orth  p o in tin g  o u t that he  
w o u ld  have hated  the very id ea  o f  
su ch  a th in g . D esp ite  h is natural 
charism a, he d id  n o t crave th e sp o t
ligh t and sh ied  aw ay from  b ein g  the  
center o f  a tten tion ).

B ut I su spect that, lik e  m ost o f  
you , w h ile  our d ep artm ent has 
stru ggled  to  com e to  term s w ith  our 
su dd en  loss, w e have sp en t m uch  o f  
the w eek  try in g  to  prop  each other  
up by recalling th e b est o f  the tim es  
w e have sp en t w ith  Francois.

W e cou ld , o f  course, sp en d  a 
w eek  or m ore te llin g  stories and  
recou n tin g  all o f  Fran9o is s  w ond er-  
ftil q ualities — b u t I w ill try  n o t to  
go on  to o  lon g , and lim it m y se lf  to

som e o f  th e essentials as w e w ere 
lu ck y  en ou gh  to  experience them  at 
the C ollege.

First, for th ose o f  us w h o  k n ew  
h im  as a scholar, it is m aybe easi
est to rem em ber Francois as a m an  
w h o  possessed  incred ib le in te llec
tual g ifts and b rou ght th em  to  bear 
n o t o n ly  on  im p ortan t scholarly  
issues b u t also o n  h is teachin g. As 
our d ep artm ent chairm an, H o w 
ard W einer, rem ind ed  us yesterday, 
Francois was a m an w h o  lived  and  
breathed w h at h e w rote ab ou t and  
w hat h e taught.

D elivered  in to  th is w orld  by Dr. 
A lbert Schweitzer, h e grew  up in  
G abon, w as ed ucated  in  France, 
and b u ilt a career in  N ew  York:

H e w as u n iq u e ly  q ualified  to  
teach  g lob a l h istory, don ’t you  
think?

A nd  h e  b u ilt  a repu tation  in  the  
c ity  and b eyon d  as an in te llectu a l

star, com m itted  to  radical scholar
sh ip  that fu n d am en ta lly  changed  
the w ay h istorian s and other sch o l
ars lo o k ed  at th e w orld  -- (i.e ., n o t  
on ly  Africa).

B ut even m ore casually, as w e  
k n ew  h im , on  a d ay-to-d ay  basis, 
Francois reveled in  th e life  o f  the  
m ind .

H e devoured  b ook s and articles 
n o t o n ly  o n  subjects related to h is  
w ork, b u t on  other w id e-ran g in g  
top ics. H is office is an obstacle  
course o f  stacks — b ook s and papers 
that o n ly  the m ost capacious m in d  
cou ld  absorb.

A n d  w h en  h e to o k  a break from  
his ow n  w ork  — w h ich  w as rare — he  
d eligh ted  in  N ew  York’s m useum s  
and  cultural in stitu tion s.

A n d  I daresay that th e on e th in g  
h e lik ed  to  w atch  on  te lev ision  — 
soccer (esp ecia lly  d uring  the W orld  
Cup) h e saw  as an in te llectu a l and

'? i. ■
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artistic prize to be cherished. (I was 
w ork in g  on  h im  w ith  baseball).

That broad in tellectual grou n din g  
branched o ff  in to  several other fac
ets o f  h is personality: that o f  hallw ay  
philosopher, com ic, and colleague.

Francois, m ore than any o f  us, 
claim ed n ot on ly  his office but also 
the hallw ay as h is extended territory.

I f  you  were to  stand in  our corridor, 
always, day and n ight, during the se
m ester or breaks, you  cou ld  cou n t on  
hearing N ational P ublic R adio blar
in g  from  his office. (This on ly  su bsid 
ed for passionate d iscussions betw een  
Fran9ois and h is students in  E nglish  
or French). Som etim es, b oth  o f  our 
office doors w oid d  be closed  (m y o f
fice is across the hall) and I cou ld  still 
hear that radio.

In the volatile p o litica l tim es in  
w hich  w e live, the radio d id  n o t o f
ten bring news Francois lik ed  and w e  
k new  this because w e w ou ld  often  
hear a lou d  “A w w w w w .....U nbeliev
able!” from  b eh in d  the door fo llow ed  
by Francois b ou n d in g  ou t o f  the o f
fice to tell anyone nearby about the  
outrage o f  th e day. This inevitab ly  
included , after exp la in in g  som eth in g  
ridiculous or ap palling  he had heard, 
an exclam ation o f  “O h, please!”

By contrast, on  those few  occasions  
w hen  he heard som eth in g  he liked , 
usually a w itty  retort or som e p o lit i
cal m isdeed  exposed, there w ou ld  be 
this ro llin g  series o f  laughs — lik e  
chim es from  a b ell tower — fo llow ed  
by the sam e fam iliar op en in g  o f  the  
door and a burst o f  conversation.

I w ill m iss th ose conversations, 
standing in  the corridor, so lv in g  the  
problem s o f  the world: n o t on ly  for 
the intellectual give and take, but for 
the experience o f  seein g  Francois, lit 
erally in  action.

The sheer physicality  o f  the w ay  
he expressed h im se lf in  these d iscu s
sions, so anim ated (w ith  hands and

arms fly ing), so enthusiastic , but al
ways respectful o f  all view s — th is is 
on e o f  the th in gs w e w ill rem em ber 
m ost, I th in k . In  these d iscu ssion s, as 
you  sp oke, he seem ed to  h ang on  your  
every w ord, never averting his gaze 
(and often  lo o k in g  over his glasses). 
A nd w h en  you  m ade a g o o d  p o in t, he 
rewarded you  w ith  an “A bsolutely!” 
and slapped  h is hands together.

It’s clear, too , that that p hysica lity  
extended to  the classroom  w here he 
p aced  back and forth , sw irlin g  arms 
lik e w in d m ills , to u ch in g  the m aps 
and especially  the chalkboard — so  
m uch so that w h en  w e w o u ld  see h im  
return to  h is office, it  w as as thou gh  
h e’d em erged  from  battle, o n ly  he was 
splattered in  chalk  dust: it  w o u ld  be 
all over his crisp su it, h is hands, face, 
and hair.

I f  you  p o in ted  th is o u t to  h im , he 
w o u ld  laugh  and sort o f  shake h is  
head, lik e he d idn’t k n ow  h ow  it hap 
p ened.

It’s that laugh, too , that lingers w ith  
us, right?

That b ig, bright sm ile, fo llow ed  
b y that u tterly m usical laugh. Jazz 
m usicians, I am  con vin ced , sp en d  a 
life tim e try in g  to  com e up w ith  som e
th in g  as orig inal as that laugh. But 
Francois always had it, and p u t it to 
g o o d  use as on e o f  the best com ics in  
the departm ent.

Recently, fo llo w in g  the last presi
dentia l e lection  (w hich  you  n o  d ou b t 
k n ow  d id  N O T  go th e w ay Francois 
w anted  it to ), R ich  Lufrano and I 
were stand in g  in  th e departm ent d is
sectin g  it w h en  Fran9ois b ou n d ed  ou t  
o f  h is office, dressed im peccably  (as 
alw ays), only, uncharacteristically, he  
had o n  a b ow  tie. A nd  w h en  R ich  and  
I lo o k ed  at h im  a little  quizzically, 
h e burst, “Look! I am  a R epublican! 
A h-ha, ha, h a .” O n  another occasion ,

w hen  R ich  Lufrano and D ic k  Powers 
saw  Francois on  cam pus, he was w ear
in g  a n ew  cap (like an E nglish  driving  
cap or g o lf  cap).

D ick: O h, Fran9ois, do you  play  
go lfi

Francois: O h , n o , no: too  b ou r
geois.

It was a reasonable q uestion , 
th ou gh . Francois was the best dressed  
M arxist I’ve ever m et. (Am erican  
M arxists, you  know , go ou t o f  their  
w ay to  lo o k  d isheveled).

A nd C athy Lavender likes to  tell 
the story o f  w hen  Francois and others 
from  the departm ent w en t to Seattle 
for a conference. D u r in g  a break from  
in terview in g  job  candidates, Cathy, 
Francois, and W arrick (C athy’s h u s
band) w en t to  the Seattle A quarium  
w here they  had a special exh ib ition  
on  exotic African fish. As th ey  m oved  
through  the exh ib it, lo o k in g  at the  
tanks am id  h ush ed  tones usually  re
served for art m useum s, Francois 
lo o k ed  in ten tly  at the fish, and p o in t
ed to on e apparently rare species and  
said, “you  know , that on e tastes very  
g o o d  in  a butter sau ce.” (The sta ff d id  
n o t find  th is am using).

H e cou ld  also be h ilarious w ith 
ou t in ten d in g  it, b u t in  an endearing  
way, such  as the on e tim e I m ade the  
m istake o f  sh ow in g  up in  the office 
on e sum m er day w ith o u t a beard. W e 
sp oke for a few  m inu tes, and I cou ld  
see the p u zzled  lo o k  o n  h is face, b e
fore he said, “so , w hat has h appened , 
m y friend? You have su d d en ly  p u t on  a 
lo t  o f  w eight?” I said , “n o , I ju st don ’t 
have a beard h id in g  m y  
w eigh t anym ore.”
H e felt a little  
bad, b ut the next 
w eek, w h en  the  
beard had  started  
to  com e back  in , he  
said, “ah, yes, that

look s m uch  better.”
A nd  lik ew ise, the tim e h e to ld  C athy  

ju st because sh e’s a fem in ist d idn ’t 
m ean she cou ld n ’t w ear m ake-up. In  
France, he said , all th e fem in ists are 
com fortab le w earing  m ake-up; you  
know , it doesn’t aff'ect their p o litics.

These last tw o stories, w h ile  funny, 
cam e from  h is gen u in e  concern  for us 
as co lleagu es and friends. H e w anted  
th e best for us. H e was com p letely  
selfless.

In every way, as a colleagu e, th is  
w as the w ay he operated. As th e first 
p rofessor h ired  in  our departm ent 
after a 2 0  year h ir in g  freeze, h e to o k  
it  u p on  h im se lf  to  w elcom e all o f  us 
w h o cam e after h im , to take us under  
his w in g  and help  us n egotia te our  
w ay th rough  the otherw ise d au n tin g  
CUNYverse. H e p u sh ed  us, gently, to  
w ork  stead ily  on  our research, and he  
ran in terference for us, tak in g  com 
m ittee assignm ents and other ad m in 
istrative job s, so  w e w o u ld n ’t have to  
(and even th o u g h  it slow ed  the p rog
ress he m ade o n  his ow n research and  
w ritin g ).

R ecently, he and I op en ly  d is
agreed for, I th in k , the first tim e in  
a departm ent m eetin g . I th o u g h t he  
was w rong; he th o u g h t I was w rong; 
and I felt terrible. A fter the w eekend  
passed, and w h en  I next saw  h im  in  
the departm ent, I to ld  h im  I w anted  
to be sure that there w ere n o  hard feel
ings (academ ics have b een  k n ow n  to  
h o ld  grudges for 3 0  or 4 0  years). H e  
lau ghed  and h u gged  m e — a b ig  hug. 
“W e w ill never be lik e  that” he said.

That com p assion ate , lo v in g  sid e is 
w h at I w ill c lin g  to . In particular, I 
w ill c lin g  to  m y m em ories o f  Francois 
as a devoted , lo v in g  husb and , as a fa
ther to  tw o b eau tifu l ch ildren, and as

m y dear friend .
T hese three are all con n ected  for 

m e. W h en  I cam e to  C SI, Francois 
and I had  b oth  ju st com e th rough  a 
sim ilar experience th rou gh  w h ich  w e  
h ad b ecom e lon g-d istan ce fathers. 
O ur friend sh ip  d eep en ed  as w e sp en t 
m an y hours d iscu ssin g  th e challenges  
o f  b alancin g  w ork  and fam ily  life . H e  
w ork ed  so  hard to  su p p ort h is fam ily, 
and a lth ou gh  th e circum stances were 
som etim es d ifficu lt, and he som e
tim es w ork ed  h im se lf  to  the p o in t o f  
exh au stion , he never com p la in ed . In 
stead  our d iscu ssion s focu sed  on  the  
children. W h en  I w o u ld  ask  ab ou t  
Tristane and M alina, that tradem ark  
sm ile  w o u ld  lig h t up  — h e w as so  
p rou d  o f  them . A nd  n o th in g  p leased  
h im  as m uch  as v is itin g  w ith  h is k ids 
or h av in g  th em  v isit h im . W h en ever  
I stru ggled  w ith  m y ow n  situ ation , 
Francois’s exam ple never fa iled  to  in 
spire m e. It w as a g ift for m e to m eet 
h im  w h en  I did.

Finally, all o f  us in  the departm ent 
(and. I ’m  sure, m o st o f  you  here), w ill 
m ost rem em ber Francois as our friend  
and m ore — as our brother. W h en  w e  
le ft the h osp ita l on  Sunday, I to ld  m y  
w ife  that “Francois is th e b est friend  I 
have in  the departm ent; I can’t im ag
in e life  w ith o u t h im .” O n  M onday, 
w h en  I w en t in to  the office, th ou gh , 
I realized that that w as true for m any  
p eople; there are a num ber o f  us w ho  
cou ld  m ake that claim . H o w  m any  
p eo p le  can you  say that about?

It w as th e w ay h e m ade each o f  us 
feel, that w e n o t o n ly  had a b est friend , 
but, really, a brother. H e w o u ld  in v ite  
y ou  — litera lly  — h e w o u ld  ask you  to  
u n load  you r burden on  h im , b u t rare
ly  a llow ed  us to return th e fa

vor. W h en  h e d id  le t d ow n  h is guard, 
o n  few  occasion s, and  le t o n  that h e  
w as exasperated or w orried  or strug
g lin g  in  any way, h e w o u ld n ’t le t us 
take it o n  lik e  he w o u ld  for us.

H e w o u ld , in stead , stand, lo o k in g  
at the grou n d , ru b b in g  h is hand  over 
h is h ead  (I can’t  do it  the sam e because 
w e have different hair styles). A n d  he  
w o u ld  shake h is head, and ju st say,
“A h  L ife” as i f  to  say, “A h, w hat
can w e do? It’s all a m ystery....”

B u t as w e have ta lked  all w eek, on e  
o f  th e m o st p ersistent m em ories for aU 
o f  us is o n e  that b est conveys h is g ift 
for m ak in g  us feel com fortab le, lik e  
fam ily, lik e  w e w ere his brothers and  
sisters — it is the w ay h e  w o u ld  end  
conversations. H e w o u ld  shake your  
hand , or h o ld  your h and , sm ile , and  
direct h is gaze straight in to  you r eyes, 
and say “O K , m y friend . W e sp eak .” 
It was th e sam e for everyone. A n d  it 
m ade us all on e in  som e com m un al, 
fam ily  k in d  o f  way. (I k n o w  th is seem s 
trite, to  say that co-w orkers m ake up  
a fam ily, b u t it’s the o n ly  w ay I can de
scribe it, and, m ore im portan t, it  was 
pure Francois — h e really m ade us feel 
th is w ay).

A nd that parting com m en t also to ld  
us there w o id d  be m ore. “W e speak”: 
W e w ou ld  speak again. It was hopefu l.

So, Francois, M on  A m i, I say to  
you , on  b eh a lf o f  your brothers and  
sisters at C SI, and, i f  I may, on  b eh a lf  
o f  everyone here: O K , m y  friend . W e 
speak.

T hank  you .

i  * -V
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Can b e  g ran u la ted  
And d istilled  
Into th e  p u rest  

Elixir o f  lo v e .
M ay w e  tru ly  

% B e u n ite d .
M ay our u n ity  

Be tru e.
W e can  n o t afford  
To w a ste  our w ord s  

Like sperm  
Jacked o ff  
Into a to ile t .  

S ilen ce  is b la sp h em y.
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N ot sh arin g  is  cruelty .
N ot g ro w in g  is cou n ter-p rod u ctiv ity  

For m any o f  u s.
W e had  to  d ie .

Kill o u r se lv e s  ex p o n en tia lly .
M ourn th e  lo ss  

Of ou r c o lle c tiv e  n a iv e te  
B efore w e  stra d d led  th e s e  b a llp o in ts . 

U n lea sh in g  th e ir  w rath  L
A b o v e an d  b eh in d  *  ^
Thin b lu e  lin es .

S o m e tim e s,
T hey a re o v er sh a d o w ed  

By ivory  b a ttle f ie ld s  
W ith ser if  lan d  m in es.
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C'mon, if that was the objective 
Why not just use o gun?
There is the fear that bullets ricochet 
But there are at least 1000 other ways 
If the atm was really to maim me!

Put a knife in my black back 
Till the red rages out in orchestra 
And I lie in shambles on the floor. 
Alternately, avoid violence,
Just inject me with the poison now.

Lace it through my liquor 
With one of your corner stores,
Then wait while my ignorant pupils dilate 
And my emotional heart flutters,
While I hand in my resume.

■y-

If-
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B y  S h a w n  F i s h e r

mNDuember of 2004 passed a man hnown by 
many labels: president statesm an, and ter
rorist to cite a fewjj but his name w as Vasser 
Arafat. To most in the uuestern world he w as a royue 

yet to many people of the middle East and most espe
cially to the peoples of Palestine, he w as their hero. 
Although this fact may seem incomprehensible to 
most in the United States, we should pause and con
sider that during the struggle for our own independence 
General Washington, then leader of the colonial army, 
was lool^ed upon as a terrorist and a rogue by England. 
Washington fought for independence in a land where 
England had declared its souereignty and UJashington 
had uiolated the rules of war as it w as practiced by 
the British Redcoats. While General Washington's en
emy fougiit with state of the art eguipment and had 
unlimited resources and wealth, the General and his 
patriots were often short of supplies and at times un
able to pay his soldiers, yet they continued to follow 
him into battle, on the hope that one day they would 
be free of English tyranny. Sound familiar, it should, as 
a similar conflict has been playing outforthe last fifty 
years in the middle East with Vasser Arafat no different 
in his beliefs and conuictions then that of Washington. 
The only thing that separates the past from the present 
battle against tyranny is the media and most impor
tantly, who controls it. They say that history is writ
ten by the uictors, but in an age of global information, 
history is written before it happens and often by those 
who would treat the media as a tool of propaganda and 
not as a magnifying glass of objectiuity. If the BBC had 
enisted in 1776 how would Washington haue been por
trayed? Not as a hero rather more liliely he too would 
haue been branded a terro rist-just lihe Arafat.

Arafat was born in 1929 and went on to study at the 
Uniuersity of Cairo, as a student he w as one of the first 
of the Palestinians [a name assigned to the people of 
the region bg the British Empire in 1918] to recognize 
that the creation of a new state in the region l^nown as 
Palestine by the western powers would be the precur
sor to the oppression of his people. Prior to the later 
half of the twentieth century, the peoples of Palestine

had coeHisted for thousands of years within uarious 
foreign empires such as the Egyptians, Romans, Byz
antines, Arabs, Turhs and euen the first Hebrew 
nation [if biblical history can be con
sidered accurate]. It w as not until 
the creation of this new western 
state within the region known 
as the Fertile Crescent in 1948 
that the Palestinians began to 
enperience true oppression.
This new state encroached 
upon the homes, business
es and farms of Palestin
ians many of whom had 
hnown no other lands 
for thousands of years.
Unwilling to sit idly by 
as his people suffered, 
much liHe the Na- 
tiue Americans [who 
were slow ly forced 
out of enistence un
der the guise of the 
United States" mani
fest Desting] Arafat 
chose to answer the 
call of his fellow pa
triots. During the late 
195D"S and 19BD"S 
Arafat helped to found 
and went on to lead the 
guerilla group Al Fatah to fight 
for the independence of Palestine 
which was now under the tyrannical 
rule of the new western state.

From leading Al Fatah, Arafat went 
on to help form the Palestinian Lib
eration Organization [PLO] during 
the late lOBO ŝ with a coalition of 
dedicated men and women intent

on stemming bach the attritional taheouer of Palestine 
by its domineering western neighbor. Gaining the con
fidence of the Arab world during the 197D"s and being 
named as the leader of the PLO, Arafat would also gain an 
equally notorious reputation in the western world where 
the media had accepted the label of terrorist slapped 

upon him by his enemies at face ualue. This label w as 
applied to him and his soldiers for using military tac
tics deemed unconuentional to the western world, 
but as the aHiom goes ” one man's terrorist is anoth
er's freedom fighter."

What w as this tactic that so monsterized Arafat 
in the eyes of the w e s t  w ell it w as as diuine 

as the wind? Kamikaze, the Japanese named 
giuen to those soldiers in the Japanese Im

perial military during World War Two who 
sacrificed their own life in defense for 

theirEmperor and nation w as consider 
by the Bushido Code to be a perfectly 

acceptable practice of warfare by 
Japan. Euen the United States has 
a lw ays considered se lf sacrifice 
to be honorable in war. Though 
neuer instituted lihe in Japan 

or Palestine, the effort would 
a lw ays be rewarded post-sacri

fice . Howeuer when Arafat and the 
PLO began the same practice to 
saue their own nation they were 
shunned and uiewed as criminals 
and terrorists by the w est. Vet 
when Palestine's inuaders launch 
a m issile from miles away into a 
populated area it only uiewed 
as a necessity of war that may 
haue collateral damage. Collat
eral damage is a word used of

ten to describe dead women and 
children by an oppressing power,

although when Arafat struch bach
in sim ilarfashion against he enemies 

ciuilian population using his diuine wind 
suddenly the enemies' dead were uictims. 

If hilling ciuilians is to be considered a criminal
act by the w est then perhaps they should first
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apologize to France luhose ciuilian population 
was bombed relentlessly during World lUar II 
by tlie uery Allied forces wlio were suppose to 
be its sauiors.

Not deterred by tine propaganda war 
against him Arafat went from soldier to 
statesman during the 198D"s as he began 
negotiation with his nation^s oppressors.
As the western media-now a fully global 
entity-would unintentionally undo its 
own attempts to bend the true nature of 
Palestine's occupation. As images of 
massacred Palestinians fed the hun
ger of the western populace for blood 
and uiolent images, soon many 
western nations began to condemn 
the warcrim es committed against 
Palestine. Such as American citi
zen Rachel Corrie who fought 
for Palestinian rights until 
she was murdered with 
a bulldozer in 2D03 as 
she stood unarmed in 
defense of Palestinian 
homes being destroyed 
by the tyrannical w est
ern state.

Arafat now a statesman 
and general, made great 
strides on the world stage 
through a combination of both 
the sword and the pen he won 
limited independent rule for 
part of Palestine in Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip. This 1993/94 ac
cord would lead to the formation 
of the Palestine National Authority.
It would also lead Arafat to share the 
Noble Peace Prize with Shimon Peres, 
and VitzhaH Rabin, who were both not
ed leaders of the tyrannical western 
state. Ironically VitzhaH Rabin would 
be murdered in cold blood by one of

his countrymen for daring to want peace 
with Palestine, But not euen the murder
ous populace of Palestine's enemy could 
stem the tide of Arafars efforts at this 

point, as Arafat became the first president 
of the Palestine National Authority.

In his final years Arafat would be unjustly 
imprisoned by his nation^s enemies and yet 
he would continue to worh towards fully es
tablishing the souereignty of Palestine and 
finally freeing it from its imperial neighbor. 
Arafat passed on before finishing the worl  ̂
he had started so many decades ago, and 
neuer seeing his dream come to fruition. Vet 

he has accomplished one thing that no nation 
w ill euer be able to take away, because euen 
if it should take another hundred years before 

Palestine has been freed from oppression Arafat 
has already achieued a more profound uictory. He 
has shown Palestinians that one man can make 
a difference euen when faced with ouerwhelm- 
ing odds. For all the "haues" that Palestine's op- 

C pressor hasj money, media fauoritism, superior 
weapons technology there is one thing Arafat 

has instilled in his nation, one thing that the push 
button Empire has neuer had and sadly may neuer 

understand and that gift Arafat gaue Palestine is 
honor,
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You think I don't care 
You believe I am uninterested 
You guess I am unconcerned

But you're wrong I

i listen to your problems 
I listen to your pleas ,
I listen to your crying

*Oh... you are crying...*

You don't know how much I want you

hold me,  ̂
comfort me, 

and embrace me 
y You don't know how much I love you 

How much I want to be with you

My heart racks with emotions 
I want to tell you 

I don't want to tell you 
I'm afraid 
I'm happy

I'm glad 
I feel so alive when 

you're near me 
and so dead 

when you are not 
it causes me so much pain 

to keep this big secret a secret 
And I know you would listen to me 

You would try and help me 
But I know that 

you would also keep your 
true feelings hidden

You would act as if 
what I said meant nothing 

But inside, 
you would be uncomfortable 

Uneasy 
And I don't want to do that 

to you 
So I keep all my feelings 

inside of me, 
inside my heart

If you knew...
I'm afraid that would ruin our 

friendship 
Oh, but only if you knew...

I want to let those three little 
words out..

I want you to hear them 
But it's so hard to say

I

Small words, 
but they hold so much...

I want to tell you 
I want for you to know 
I want you to tell me 

But I would rather keep my secret, 
than destroy the relationship

But if only you knew...

If only you knew...
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o f  K a r a  D m n n e l l w

Kara DonneLly is a second-year student at the College 
of Staten Island. She is an open lesbian ujIio  is actiue 
wjitii NVPIRG and has recently joined the staff of Third Rail 
magazine. UUhat mahes Karats story euen more interest
ing is the fact that she w as once president of the Moung 
Republicans, Staten Island chapter. She ujas gracious 
enough to sit douun w;ith me and talh about her journey 
andthe ramifications herseHuality and politics haue had 
on herlife , Thefollowing is part 1 of that interuiewj partE 
lAiill be in the August, 20D5 issue of Third Rail magazine.

Third Rail (TR): UJhat lead you, in the first place, to join the 
Voung Republicans iVRs), and lead that kind of life?

Kara Donnelly (KD): Back in my sophDmare year, of high
schDQl, I went through St. Joseph Hill Academy here on Staten 
Island, my religion 2 teacher, miss Nolan, put my name into...to 
go on the national leadership conference which would be in 
Washington DCfortwo weeks. Then I 
got chosen to go, and I was ecstatic 
aboutthat. I hadn't decided what my 
political affiliations were at that time, 
my mother was Republicanj my fa
ther, and at that time, my father was 
Conseruatiue. And liuing on Staten Is
land, where the majority of eueryone 
is Right Wing, you know, irs  kind of 
hard. And when I went down the only 
one who took euen the most remote 
time to see me was Congressman 
Fosella. And Schumer wasn't therej I 
think moynihan was out playing golf 
with a friend of his. So when I came 
back, uh, this was back in 2000, I 
was in American history and we were 
gonna get eHtra credit if we brought in 
things for some of the campaigns to 
put up. So I was like, you know, let 
me call them up. I called the Oemo-

crats first, and they neuer got back to me. So I called up the 
Republicans, and I get put in touch with the treasurer of the 
Republican committee on Staten Island. And he told me the ad
dress of the campaign headquarters up on the North Shore on 
Castleton. And I went there, I started talking to them, 1 figured 
I'd getuolunteerhoursforit. When I met the president of the VRs 
at the time, Sean O'Sulliuan, and uh, I figured that these guys 
seem to be okayj they're not completely what I agree with, but, 
you know, I can still get uolunteer hours out of it. And it's kind 
of like a black hole where you really can't get out of it. It was 
hard to get out of it. I met someone through them who I dated 
on-and-off for three years. I finally got out of that relationship 
in February of this year, which was actually my last time with 
the Republican Party. Thaf s when I finally got out.

TR: What about your seHual orientation? Were you aware then 
that your inclination was lesbian?

KD: I knew back when I was in elementary school, probably 
between siHth or seuenth grade, I knew. It was kind of hard

P. melissa Fisher (I) interuieuis Kara Donnelly [r).



thougĥ  especially when you go to Catholic school your en
tire life, and then when you go to an all-girls high school.., I 
decided I wasn t̂ ready to tell my mother— Hey morn, l̂ m a 
lesbian...and when I heard her on the phone say to her friend 
say, '̂ 1 think my daughter is a lesbian.̂  ̂ find I thought, oh 
shit, I don't need her getting pissed off at me forthat, I didn't 
need that on top of euerything else, 'cause she takes things 
and blows them completely out of proportion. So I was like, 
let me date a guy, just to at least giue the impression,..see, 
she thinks I'm lesbian, let her think I'm biseHual, That rela
tionship started back in 20D2j I broke up with that man three 
times,.,then officially, back in February of EDD5, And then he 
got pissed off, and he went and told my mother that I was 
dating a transsenual, which wasn't uery...l wanted to tell 
her myself. He had to be a self-centered prick and go behind 
my back and pretty much tell her euerything that I,,,we had 
in confidence for the three years we were together. So it 
was uerg hard. But I knew,,,l knew from when I was eleuen- 
twelue gears old,

TR: Hoiu did you deal uuith hiding it? Did your boyfriend 
hnouj?

MD: He knew, at least he thought that I was bisBHual— I hid 
it that well, When mg mother found out about euerything, 
she was like,..she wasn't uery happy with it. She was like, 
"Do whateueryou want,'just don't broadcast it." Tause she 
only cared about, the family name. This is in high school, 
still, she didn't want mg sister's name being tarnished by 
mg...my preferences.
Vou know, it's not 
my fault I'm homo- 
seHual. Vou know,
I was showing you 
the thing [a pamphlet 
for gay rights that 
attempted to make 
straight people under
stand how it feels to 
be gay and that tries 
to help gay people ac
cept who theg are, as 
well as one that gaue 
twelue reasons not to 
legalize gag marriage 
and then countered 
each one] earlier, that 
some people actually 
thinkthat gay parents 
will make gay chil

dren. That is not true. Both my parents are straight, and their 
parents and their parents, as far as I know, were straight. 
It's not a genetic thing. It's what,' it's what gou just are,

TR: lUlien you were with the Voung Republicans, how did you 
feel about goiny along with their agenda?

KD: The Voung Republican agenda, in all honesty, with the 
Republican Party on Staten Island there are two sects. There 
are the Uito Fossella people and then there are the Guy mo- 
linari people. It was uery hard to hear euerything in regards 
to how they're saying that gay marriage should be made il
legal when I don't think that's right. I mean, it almost came 
to the point once when I heard that one of them wanted al
most make a senual offenders list. So that if a gay person 
moued in somewhere, pretty much they wanted to go and 
get a list of all the gag people on Staten Island, make the 
list, and haue it auailable online for anyone to know when 
they moue into a certain area, what the ratio of straight to 
gay is. Which l-l uocally spoke out on that. It's priuacyj it's 
none of their business. If somebody's out, then more power 
to them. I was hiding. I could not-1 was finding it uery hard 
to go to meetings hearing some of the most biased and nar
row-minded people being there, I mean, most of them were 
lawyers or judges or law students or worked in Borough Hall 
or something along those lines. Vou know, it was hard— it 
was really hard, l-l didn't always really belieue in the Repub
lican agenda: I just felt like I owed them something for, for 
letting me, for Uito's taking the ten orfifteen minutes before

he had to go uote on something 
to speak with me, and I was 
like, I should pay him back and 
it was like they start calling 
youtodomorethingsandmore 
things, they trust in you with 
more things and the nent thing 
gou know, gou're the number 
two person in the campaign 
headquarters for one of them, 
and gou actually get to run a 
campaign for three days when 
the person doing it gets in trou
ble and gets fired and the new 
person can't run it and can't do 
anything, so it was uery hard to 
get out of it.

TR: Why couldn't you be gay 
and Republican?

HD: The problem with most of 
_ _ _  the Republicans on Staten Is-
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land is that they're too socially conseruatiuej they're too right- 
wing, I mean, probably, in manhattan, I might haue been able 
to get away with it a lot more. Ves, there is a log cabin club, 
which is the homosenuals, but most of them were also suc
cessful business people and were a lot older. UJhen you-'re 
sBuenteen-eighteen-nineteen-years-old and euerybody around 
you is in your age group but they wouldn't haue accepted me 
as much as they did when they assumed I was straight or 
maybe biseHual. They just accepted me 'cause I was dating a 
law student that went to St John's and this, that, and the other 
thing, It was uery- it wouldn't haue flown well— it would not 
haue flown well at all,

TR: So what finally made you decide to stop hidiny?
HD: I finally decided to talie more control ouer my life, es

pecially after I transferred ouer to CSI from Baruch in manhat- 
tan, I was a member of their gay and lesbian alliance ouer 
there. I had-then I came here. 1 had gotten back together 
with my BH-boyfriend againj this was the third time we were 
dating. We broHe it off euery February— February of'D3, '04, 
and'05. Then I came here, and one day I had walked into one 
of the offices here on campus, I was actually going to meet 
a friend of mine who I had met ouer the summer, when I was 
heading into manhattan, or maybe into September when I 
was worliing on uoter registration, and I had met someone 
there that for some reason I couldn't get their image out of

my mind. At the time I thought that person was, you l̂ now,
I knew the person was homosewual. I assumed the person 
was gay— a gay male. Then I come into the office, I was 
waiting for my friend, and this person was there...and I got 
to see the person again. When I discouered that this person 
was a transsBHual and he was actually as she, I fellj I fell 
for bar hard and simply because, I think that was what re
ally made me come out. 1 felt so much for her. I had datad 
famalBS priorto this onB..,it neuer really amounted to much, 
but she, for some reason, I didn't want to hida it anymore. 
There was something about her...that...made it worth com
ing out for. I didn't want to hide anymore.

TR: But she wasn't your first yirlfriend?
KD: No, she was not.
TR: How did you handle relationships with women before 

that?
KD: It was— different. It was different, my first girlfriend 

actually came out of the national leadarship conference. 
She was actually my roommata, and we dated on-and-off 
the two weeks we were down there. But then when I found 
out she was seeing someona else at the same time— a guy, 
actually— I swore off dating for a while. Then, let’s see, 
then there was the ons that I mat while I was dating my 
BH-boyfriend the time we wars saparatsd. I mat harthrough 
a friand of mina. Sha endsd getting back together with bar 
BH-girlfriand. Nona of tham, now that I think about it, nons of 
thsm really andad up wall priorto tha most racant one.

TR: And you only dated one man?
MD: No. I did data-1 did try dating another male but it didn't 

workout. I'm not ashamed to say that I tried. For my fami
ly's sake, I triad.

TR: find your first seHual eHperience was it with a male or 
a female?

KD; Uh...ooh, I hate to say that it was with a male, but that 
wouldn't be like it was willing...we'll leaue it at that.

TR: Okay, I'll rephrase. Vour first williny seHual encounter 
was with a male or a female?

KD: Female. It was with a female. It was actually during 
conference. It was interesting, to say the laast, and than 
my first willing mala BHperiBnce was with the on-again-off- 
again threa-gear relationship.

TR: Did sen feel natural to you with a man?
KD: Um, to be honest? No, it didn't. It didn't feel right it just 

didn't- it was all- it wasn't...it was something...to haue sbh 
with a natural born mala...it was colder...thara was noth
ing...I don't know, it just seamad that it just about tha sbh, 
and, whan I was with auBrgona else, I got to feal, uh, thars



was more emotion in it. There was feeling in it. Tliere was so 
mucli loue, especially with my lastone. She made mefeelhu- 
man; she made me feelthat I actually eHisted; she,..it wasn t̂ 
the seH, that wanted what she wanted; it was amazing.

TR: Why is it that your seHual self and your political self 
needed to be so intertwined?

KD: Well, I hauen-’t really met any homoseHual that com
pletely agreed with the Republican agenda. I was not happy 
with a lot of the Republican agenda, especially on the stare 
leueL especially when I came here. Hauing to deal with tu
ition hikes and cuts to euerything else, I didn't lil̂ e it, but 
I couldn't really speali out on it. It was difficult, because, 
you know, they would be like, ''UJell, we-’re not raising your 
taHBs.'-’ find I was lil̂ e, "But how do you enpect someone 
who's not working to pay their tuition?" CSI and the other 
CUNV schools were originally intended to be free, and then 
when you-’ue [the state] used the schools to pay off debt, 
you know, they should'ue returned to the state in which it 
was. Mou know, if I wanted to pay tuition, I could'ue got
ten into schools in Jersey, Pennsyluania or anywhere else.
I could'ue went to any of those schools, but I didn'tj I didn't 
haue the money, which is why I came here, I don't need my 
tuition going up euery yearto balance New Vork State's bud
get. Sorry, it's not gonna happen.

TR: I understand that and ayree with it, but ayain, that's your 
political self. Now let's also state that you went from uery 
strony and actiue Republican to a board representative for NVP- 
IRG [New Vorli Public Interest Research Group], which eueryone 
knows is a uery liberal oryanization.

MD: Not necessarilyj not necessarily. NVPIRG is non-po

litical, we do not and non-partisan. LUe 
don't back politicians. lUe are a group 
of people where you can haue liberals, 
to Democrats to conseruatiues to Green 
Party members,

TR: Thar s true, but uery few Republicans 
would be on board with the uast majority 
of NVPIRG issues. But, when you became 
an open lesbian, your politics did swiny 
from riyht to left.

KD: WJell, yeah, my politics changedj 
they did and they didn't. 1 didn't haue to 
hide it anymore, so my problem really was 
getting rid of the ideals that were forced 
on me, that were imbedded in my mind 
for almost fiue years. I'd been doing work 
with the Republican Party since before I 
turned seuenteen. Doing all that work, I 

was trained to do certain things, and unfortunately, on Staten 
Island, one of the things they wanted me to do was guestion 
was the legitimacy of homosGHual marriages. When I was do
ing the work, when I was in the Voung Republicans, I went 
from beingjusta regularmember,to assistanttreasurerto uice 
president and for a few months I was the president. I really 
couldn't speak out on Staten Island in fauor of gay marriage-1 
was afraid to. I could probably go to parts of manhattan and 
spoken for it. I could of went to, probably parts of Brooklyn, 
and spoken for it. I couldn't bring myself to speak out against 
it, and now that I actually came out and my mother knowsj eu- 
erybody knows, 'cause Staten Island is small and euerybody 
knows euerybody else's business, Now that pretty much 
euerybody knows— well, now that I'm doing this, euerybody 
knows, um, I feel now that euerybody will understand why I 
refused to speak out ayainst it,

TR: Would you say that you were a closeted Democrat as 
well as a closeted lesbian?

KD: Veah, because I wasn't sure how my mother or my fa
ther would deal with the fact that I wasn't as right as they 
were. I was afraid of what they were going to think in regards 
to my homoseHuality; I was afraid of what they were going 
to thinkthat I wasn't for cutting money for college students. 
It was uery hard to go in and haue the enpectations from my 
friends that I would uote down line fi, which is, in the polling 
booths on Staten Island, the Republican line. It was difficult 
to keep up the fagade, but I had to do it. It's as simple as 
that. I learned a lotfrom it. I learned a lot of mistakes from it.
I can see both sides of the political spectrum. I don't know 
if that answers your guestion.
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H o m o s e x u a l  P r o m i s e  L a n d

B y  S h a w n  F i s h e r

A  M unprecedented euent has occurred in Israel 
H I Ith is  year, as religious leaders from the three 
opposing ideologies of Christianity, Islam  and Ju
daism haue allied them selues to battle ujhat they 
perceiued as a common threat. What could be so 
ominous as to bring these three groups together, 
ujho haue been at odds with one another for thou
sands of years? The answ er is a simple parade and 
celebration. Howeuer, it is the fact that the partici
pants of th is festiue gathering are homoseHual that 
has prompted the creation of th is anis of opposition. 
Ves, it is a matter of pride or a matter of gay pride 
uersus the pride of certain religious ideologies. The 
International Association of Lesbian, Gay, B isenual, 
Transgendered Pride [interpride] in conjunction with 
Jerusalem  Open House [JDH] haue come together to 
host UJorld Pride EQDB. The ID day euent the second 
of its hind [the first w as held in Rome in 2DDD] w ill 
encom pass a lesbian-gay-bisewual-transgender 
[LGBT] film festiua l, art enhibits, m usic concerts, an 
academ ic conference, religious se ru ices, ce l
ebrations, tours, and an international pride pa- I 
rade focusing on the theme of "Loue With
out Borders.^

While the international gay com
munity may be trying to pioue loue 
Hnows no boundaries they may 
discouer that hate has none ei
ther. Diuine letnbution and uio- 
lent protest aie among many 
of the buzzwoids that 
the aHis of 
0 p p 0 s i- ,  ̂
tion has ' *

begun swinging at the euent organizers s ince Janu
ary of 2005. ” UJith dem onstrations we neuer hnow 
how they end up...Residents here [in Israel] are en
raged. Euerything should be done to stop th is [euent] 
and not cause people to breah the la w ,'' said Nis- 
sim Zeeu an Ultra-OrthodoH Israeli lawm aher Zeeu 
would imply that Israeli citizens would act uiolently 
tow ards what has essen tia lly  been dubbed a dem
onstration for peace, to lerance, and coeH istence. 
Euen Jerusalem 's mayor, Uri Lupolianshi, who openly 
disapproues of th is and preuious gay rights euents 
referring to the Pride celebration as ” ugly, insulting, 
offensiue and prouocatiue," but won't uiolate city 
law  to preuent it, has preuiously come under uiolent 
threats by groups looking to bloch the jOH's right to 
enpression.

Hate and uiolence haue not deterred Interpride 
or the JDH from mouing forward with the euent. 
WorldPride in Jerusalem  is important for the [Gay] 
Pride mouement...We w ant to send a clear m essage 
to the world that our struggle transcends borders 
and encom passes all fa iths. Through th is celebra
tion, we w ish to embrace all world com munities in 

the search for recognition and accep tan ce ," said 
Interpride Co-President Suzanne Girard. And 

JOH, who won the bid to host the second 
WoildPride euent, also is focusing to- 

w a ids a positiue future for the euent. 
''[WorldPride] w ill bring a new focus 
to an ancient city through a m assiue 

demonstration of LGBT dignity, pride, 
and boundary-crossing ce le

bration. in these tim es 
of intolerance 

and susp i
cion, from



the home of three of the world 's great religions, we 
w ill proclaim that loue has no borders/' sa y s  Hagai 
El-Ad JDH eHecutiue director.

The world religious com munity isn 't entirely 
against the euent though. After the anis of oppo
sition cam e out against lUorldPride, leaders of Je
rusa lem 's liberal and conseruatiue Jew ish  moue- 
ments replied in support of the euent. come here 
in the wal^e of the strange coalition of leaders that 
w as  brought together by intolerance, eHtremism 
and fa n a tic ism /' said Rabbi Ehud Bandel, President 
of Israe l's  Conseruatiue mouement. Supported by 
Rabbi Na'amah Kelman of the Reform m ouem ent's 
Hebrew Union College, ” UJe protest statem ents by 
clergy who spend their time hating, being d ism is- 
siue and being intolerant...Euery person w a s  creat- 
ed in th e im ag e  of God, independent of race, religion 
or senual orientation," said l^elman.

Ironica lly , one unenpected euent in Israe l has 
prompted a postponem ent of the euent by the JOH 
with approual by Interpride, lUorld Pride w as  origi
nally scheduled to tahe place during August of 
ED05. That date has now been announced to be 
the sam e date of the return of the Gaza Strip to the 
Pa lestin ians from Israe l, which w a s  scheduled by 
Israeli Prime m inister Ariel Sharon, and has led to 
the decision to delay. ^Tolerance, pluralism  and 
equality are World Pride's guiding princip les...Hold
ing World Pride during the Gaza pullout would do in-

\
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j u s t i c e  to t l i o s e  u a l u e s .  lUe l iaue  t a h e n  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  
out  of  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to t h e  m o s t  d if f icul t  p o l i t i c a l  
c l i m a t e  in I s r a e l t h i s  A ugust .  As a c o m m u n i t y  w e  are 
d e e p l y  e n g a g e d  in t h e  c o m p le H  real i ty surrounding  
u s / '  sa id  Noa Sa t ta th ,  JDH c h a ir p e r so n .  ” UJe are in 
ful l  su p p or t  of  t h e  JDH in the ir  d e c i s i o n  to  p o s t p o n e  
World Pride/ '  s a id  Interpride in r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  JDH 
d e c i s i o n  to s t e p  a s i d e  and a l l o w  t h e  Israel i  c o m m u 
nity to  f o c u s  on t h e  p e a c e f u l  w i t h d r a w a l  f rom Gaza.  
The e u e n t  w i l l  st i l l  t a h e  p l a c e  during t h e  s a m e  w e e H  
in A u g u st  j u s t  in 2DDB.

When s p e c u l a t i o n  f irst  b e 
gan  ou er  w h e t h e r  or not  t h e  
JOH w o u l d  go thro ugh  w i t h  t h e  
e u e n t ,  t h e  a n i s  of  o p p o s i t i o n  
w a s  h o p e f u l  t h a t  the ir  c o n t i n 
ue d  effort  [ inc lud ing  a pet it ion]  
w o u l d  d i s s u a d e  t h e  e u e n t  from  
e u e r h a p p e n i n g . T h e y  e u e n f o u n d  
su p p o rt  from Israel i  Uice Premier  
Sh im on  Per es .  ” lt is inappropri
a t e  a s  J e r u s a l e m  is t h e  c e n t e r  of  
th r ee  fa i t h s ,  and  s u c h  an e u e n t  
c o u ld  o f fen d  t h e  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  of  
re l ig io us  p e o p l e  t h e  world  o u e r / '  
sa id  S h i m o n  Pe r es  Howe uer ,  d e 
s p i t e  th i s ,  t h e  JOH h a s  not  b e e n  
deterred .  'The  re l ig io us  p r e s s u r e  
only g i u e s  u s  mo re  m o t i u a t i o n / '  
sa id  Sa t ta th .

Interpride h a s  b e e n  through  
s imi lar ly  di ff icult  o b s t a c l e s  be f ore  wi th  t h e  20D0  
World Pride t h a t  t o o h  p l a c e  in Rome.  During t h e  t i m e  
l e a d i n g  up to  t h e  e u e n t  m a n y  th r e a t s  w e r e  a l s o  m a d e  
and p r e s s u r e  brought  to  be ar  by re l ig io us  e n t r e m i s t  
w h o  e u e n  g o t  t h e  h o s t  c i ty to  w i t h d r a w  its  su p p o rt  
and cu lm in a t i n g  wi th  a s t a t e m e n t  by t h e  r e c e n t l y  
p a s s e d  Pope  John Paul  II in w h i c h  he referred to ho-  
m o s e n u a l i t y  a s  a " d i s o r d e r '  and c o n d e m n e d  it a s  
"intrinsical ly  eui l ." " . . . the  w e l l  h n o w n  d e m o n s t r a 
t i o n s  w h i c h  to o h  p l a c e  in R om e in r e c e n t  day s . . . In  th e  
n a m e  of  t h e  Church of  Rome,  I m u s t  e n p r e s s  s a d n e s s  
for t h e  affront to t h e  Great Jubi l ee of  t h e  y e a r  EDDO 
and t h e  o f f e n c e  to t h e  Christian U a lu e s  of  a c i ty  s o  
dear to t h e  h ea rt s  of  C ath o l i c s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d / '  
sa i d  Pope  John Paul  II. The e u e n t  at  R o m e w h i c h  d re w

an e s t i m a t e d  half-mil l ion p e o p l e ,  t h o u g h ,  w e n t  a s  
p la n n e d  and w i t h  out  inc i den t .

To c o u n t e r t h e  w o r r ie s  and  a c c u s a t i o n s  of  t h e  g a y  
c o m m u n i t i e s '  cr i t i c s ,  Interpride and JDH are f o c u s i n g  
on d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a uery m at u re  d i s p l a y  of  pride and  
so l ida r i ty  during t h e  ID d a y  period of  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  
wi th  a p r o m i s e  to  r e s p e c t  t h e  nature  of  J e r u s a l e m .  
"Our m e s s a g e  is not  'Come to a Party,'  but  rather'  
Come  and  e n p r e s s  your so l i dar i ty  w i t h  J e r u s a l e m , "
s a id  Noa S a t t a th  cha ir  p e r s o n  of  JDH. " C o m e and

m ar c h  here  in J e r u s a l e m , , . b u t  m a h e  
su re  t h e  p r in c ip le s  of  m o d e s t y  and  
t o l e r a n c e ,  w h i c h  y ou  s o  rightful ly  
d e s e r u e ,  w i l l  be  d ir e c t e d  to  t h e  re s i 
d e n t s  of  t h i s  c i t y / '  s a i d  Bande l .

Whe n WorldPride f ina l ly  d o e s  ar- 
riue in J e r u s a l e m  t h e  b e s t  of  hu
m a n i t y  and t h e  w o r s t  of  h u m a n i t y
w i l l  c o m e  to  eHhibit ion.  The in tern a
t i o n a l  g a y  c o m m u n i t y  and its  s u p 
porters  w i l l  put  the ir  b e s t  f o o t  for
w a rd  a s  t h e y  try to  s h o w  t h e  wor ld  
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  t h e y  h a u e  a right to  
c o e H i s t  a s  e q u a l s  wi t h in  t h a t  c o m 
mun i t y .  "We m u s t  ra i se  our u o i c e s ,  
a s  J e w s  and a s  re l i g i ou s  p e o p l e ,  in 
s u p p o r t  of  a n o t h e r  a p p r o a c h ,  b a s e d  
on t o l e r a n c e ,  c o m p a s s i o n  and  t h e  
digni ty  of  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  w h i c h  are 
t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  Torah/ '  Ban de l .  It's 
aHis of  o p p o s i t i o n  h o w e u e r  w i l l  try 

to hich a p e o p l e  w h i l e  t h e y  are d o w n ,  in an a t t e m p t  
to o p p r e s s  a p e o p l e  w h o s e  w a y  of  life is d i ff erent  
from the ir  o w n .  "Their l i u e s  w i l l  be  in da ng e r , "  s a id  
t h e  aHis of  o p p o s i t i o n .  None  t h e  l e s s  no a c t  of  h a t e  
c a n  d e t e r  h o p e ,  "Pride in J e r u s a l e m  h a s  a lr e a d y  b e 
c o m e  a s y m b o l f o r t h e  c o u r a g e  and  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  
J e r u s a l e m ' s  d i u e r s e  LGBT c o m m u n i t y / '  s a i d  EL-Ad,

EDITOR'S NOTE: The f o l l o w i n g  s o u r c e s  w e r e  uti l ized in 
t h e  c r e a t io n  o f  t h i s  art ic lej  a l b a w a b a . c o m ,  c b s n e w -  
yorh.Com,  e l e c t r o n i c i n t i f a d a , c o m ,  e w t n . c o m ,  Florida 
B a p t i s t  W i t n e s s ,  g a y . c o m ,  g a y t o d a y . c o m ,  WCBS-TU, 
lnterpride .org,  g a y . o rg . i l / j o h ,  J e r u s a l e m  P o s t ,  p h a n e -  
t o u t . c o m ,  re l i g i o n j o u r n a l . c om ,  3 7 5 g a y . c o m ,  U at ican  
Informat ion  Se ru ic e , .



Yr so  cool "Where did it go?" While reading Adbusters.
With yr Che Guevara action figure - Yr so  cool. Yr so  cool
Never reading Marx and Engel, Yr a renegade. Walking down the street
Maybe Trotsky? Such is the nature With an air of indifference
Yr so  cool Of the deviation from the rule. About you like Rimbaud.
With yr blase angst Yr so  cool Yr so  cool.
As you smoke a cigarette. Being a MTV liberal.  ̂

Yr so  cool I
Yr so damn cool

Yr so  cool That you think you don't have
As you break something Listening to an unknown band. To spell out "your" words.
To break it Yr so  cool Yr so  cool
And then ask Eating at McDonalds 1 wish 1 could be like you.

X ''
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O n l y  B r e a t h
JELALUDDIN RUMI 

13TH CENTURY

f i o c a a

N o t  C h r i s t i a n  o r  J e w  o r  

M u s l i m , n o t  H i n d u , 

B u d d h i s t , S u f i , o r  Z e n . 

N o t  a n y  r e l i g i o n

I

O R

C U L T U R A L  S Y S T E M .

I A M

N O T  F R O M  T H E  E A S T  

O R  T H E  W E S T ,

N O T

O U T  O F  T H E  O C E A N  O R  U P

F R O M  T H E  G R O U N D ,

N O T

N A T U R A L  O R  E T H E R E A L ,  N O T  

C O M P O S E D  O F  E L E M E N T S  A T  A L L .  

I D O  N O T  E X I S T ,

A M  N O T  A N  E N T I T Y  I N  T H I S  

W O R L D  O R  T H E  N E X T ,

D I D  N O T  D E S C E N D  F R O M

A d a m  A N D  E v e  o r  a n y

O R I G I N  S T O R Y .

M y  p l a c e  i s

T H  E P L A C E L E S S ,  A  T R A C E  

O F  T H E  T R A C E L E S S .

N  E I T H E R  B O D Y  O R  S O U L .

I B E L O N G  T O  T H E  B E L O V E D ,

H A V E  S E E N  T H E  T W O  

W O R L D S  A S  O N E  A N D  

T H A T  O N E  

C A L L  T O  A N D  K N O W ,

F I R S T ,  L A S T ,  O U T E R ,  I N N E R  

O N L Y  T H A T  B R E A T H  B R E A T H I N G  

H U M A N  B E I N G

3 4 www.THJRDRAILMAG.com

http://www.THJRDRAILMAG.com


II 12

10 2

3

in  o n e  m
wOiistliltEiiere





LEAVING LEAVING 
THE BRIDGED WATER 
BENEATH
THE RED SANDS OF SOUTH BEACH 
SILHOUETTE HOUSES SLIDING OFF THE HORIZON 
OH LOVE, IF I BECOME ANGER 
FEEL ME
HOLDING YOU IN MY HEART CIRCLING 
THE CONCRETE PARTICUUR 
ARCS OF THIS JOURNEY 
LANDSCAPE OF TRIALS
NOT TO BE LOST IN CHOICE NOR DECISION
IN THE NAPE OF THE BAY
OUR HOUSE SLIPS UNDER THESE WINGS
SHUTTLE BETWEEN NIGHTMARE AND THE POSSIBLE.

THE BROAD WATER DREW, AND THE SPACE
GROWING ENOUGH GREEN TO FEED OURSELVES OVER TWO SEASONS
NOW SULFUR FUELS BURN IN NEW JERSEY
AND WHEN I WASH MY HANDS AT THE GARDEN HOSE
THE EARTH RUNS OFF BRIGHT YELLOW
THE BRIDGE DISAPPEARS
ONLY A LOWERING SKY
IN TRANSIT.

SO DO WE BLOW THE LONGEST SUSPENSION BRIDGE IN THE WORLD 
UP FROM THE MIDDLE
OR WILL IT BE BOMBS AT THE HYLAN TOLL PUZA
MORTARS OVER GRYMES HILL
FLAK SHRIEKING THROUGH THE STREETS OF ROSEBANK
THE HOME OF THE STATEN ISLAND KU KLUX KLAN
WHILE SKY-ROACHES NAPALM THE PARK HILL PROJECTS
WE LIVE ON THE EDGE
OF MANUFACTURING
TOMORROW OR THE UNTHINKABLE
MADE COMMON AS PLANTAIN-WEED
BY OUR ACT OF NOT THINKING
OF TAKING
ONLY WHAT IS GIVEN.

WINTRY POUND SURVIVES
THE BASTARDIZED PROSE OF THE NEW  YORK TIMES
WHILE SOWETO IS A QUAINT HEAT TREATMENT
IN SOME EXOTIC BUT SAFELY CAPITALIZED CITY
WHERE THE HERO CHILDREN'S MOULDER UNMARKED
AND THE BLOOD OF MY SISTER IN EXILE WINNIE MANDELA
SLOWS AND HER STEPS SLOW
IN A BANNED AND WATERLESS LIVING
HER YOUNGEST DAUGHTER IS BECOMING A POET.

I AM WRITING THESE WORDS AS A ROUTE MAP 
AN ARTIFAG FOR SURVIVAL 
A CHRONICLE OF BURIED TREASURE 
A MOURNING
FOR THIS PLACE WE ARE ABOUT TO BE LEAVING
A RUDDER FOR MY CHILDREN YOUR CHILDREN
OUR LOVERS OUR HOPES BRAIDED
FROM THE DULL WHARVES OF THOPKINSVILLE
TO ZIMBABWE CHAD AZANIA
OH WILLIE SWEET LIHLE BROTHER WITH THE SNAP IN YOUR EYES
WHAT WALLS ARE YOU COVERING NOW
WITH YOUR VERSIONS OF REVOLUTION
THE PRECISE NEEDS OF OUR MOTHER EARTH
THE COST OF FALSE BREAD
AND HAVE YOU LEARNED TO NOURISH YOUR SISTERS AT LAST 
AS WELL AS TO TREASURE THEM?

PAST DARKENED WINDOWS OF A BAY STREET WOMEN'S SHELTER
LIKE GHOSTS THROUGH THE STREETS OF MARAZAN
THE NORTHEASTERN ALTARS OF EL SALVADOR
MOVE THE BELLY-WISE BLONDED CHILDREN OF STARVATION
THE ONCE-BLACK NOW WASTED OLD PEOPLE
WHO BUILT PRETORIA
PHILADELPHIA ATLANTA SAN FRANCISCO 
AND EVEN ANCIENT LONDON-YES, I TELL YOU 
ITALIANS OWNED BRITTAIN
AND HANNIBAL THE EARTH FROM THE ALPS TO THE ADRIATIC 
ROMAN BLOOD SICKLES LIKE THE BLOOD OF AN AFRICAN PEOPLE 
SO WHERE IS TRUE HISTORY WRIHEN 
EXCEPT IN POEMS?

I AM THE INSIDE THE SHADOW DIPPED UPON YOUR HORIZON

THE CARVED WAjER GOURDS STILL DRYING 
AND THE NEW YAMS NOT W  HARVESTED 
WHICH ONE OF <^ESE WOMEN !!
WAS DRIVEN OCnr OF CROSSROADS' > °
PERCHEb ON THE CORRUGATED WAUS OF HER UPROOTED LIFE
STRAPPED TO A LORRY
THE COOKiNG POT BANGING HER ANKLES
WHICH ONE '
SAW HER TWO-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER'S FACE 
SQUASHED LIKE A MELON .
IN THE PRE-DAWN RAIDS OF NOXOlO 
WHICH IE WRITES POEMS 
LIES WiTfiOTHpt; WOMEN 
IN THE ^QOD'S AFFIRMATIOff?

,KINDTOUS 
WE RESTITtHlt:WITHUViNG 
PASTMEMCRY;! FORWARD 

; . INTO DESIRE
INTO THE PANIC ARTICULATldN 
OF WANT WrmOUT HAVING ji  
OR EVEN THE PROMISE OF GETTING.

AND I DREAM OF OUR COMING TOGETHER 
ENCIRCLED DRIVEN 
NOT ONLY BY LOVE * ti 
BUT BY LUST FOR A WORKING TWVIORROW 
THE FLIGHTS OF THIS JOURNIY 
MAPLESS UNCERTAIN 
AND NECESSARY AS WATER
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If A m e r i c a  h a s  a  m o r a l  c o m p a s s .  Dr. L a u r a  

S c h l e s s i n g e r  is it. Her  m e s s a g e  o f  in te g r i ty ,  

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is 

e a g e r l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  b y  n e a r l y  18  mil l ion  lis

t e n e r s  w e e k l y  a n d  h a s  m a d e  h e r  o n e  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n ’s m o s t  p o p u l a r  a n d  t o l k e d - o b o u t  m e d i o  

in s t i tu t ions .  A  p r o v o c a t i v e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n 

a t e  c h a m p i o n  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  e t h i c s  a n d  

d e c e n c y .  Dr. L a u r a  g e t s  r ight  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  

h e r  q u e s t i o n e r ’s d i l e m m a s ,  p r o d d i n g  t h e  c o n 

s c i e n c e ,  a n d  p r o v o k i n g  t h e  s t r a i g h t  f o r w a r d  

r e a s o n i n g  t o  h e l p  p e o p l e  “d o  t h e  r ight  t h i n g , ” 

b e  b e t t e r  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  a n d  l ive  m o r e  fulfill ing 

l ives.  T h e  d e v o t i o n  Dr. L a u r a ’s p r o g r a m  in sp ir es  

h a s  e a r n e d  h e r  t r u e  s u p e r s t a r  s t a t u s .

s o m e o n e  t r i e s  t o  d e f e n d  ^  ® c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  i t  t o  b e
s i m p l y  r e m i n d  t h a t  L e v i t . c u s

r o r e ^ r r e ^ r d i r / s r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  ^ p e c -  B i b l e  l a « s  a n d  t o

f o l l o w  t h e m .  v  i t

a )  W h e n  I  b u r n  a  b u l l  t L  p r o b l e m  i s

- ■ c - r e a t e .  a  p l e a s i n g  p e o p l e .  T h e y  ^ a i i T t « a . o d o r  , x . „  .

7 o t " p i e a s i r g  t o  t h e m .  S h o u l d  I  s m i t e  t h e m 7  ^

b )  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e l l  H a i r  p r i c ^ f o r  h e r ?

i n  E x o d u s  2 1 : 7 .  W h a t  ^ ^ e  s l a v e  b u y e r  b e  r e q u i r e

w i t h  a  w o m a n  w h i l e  s h e  
C )  I  k n o w  t h a t  I  a m  a l l o w e d  ^ ( L e v .  1 5 : 1 9 - 2 4 ) .  T h e
i n  h e r  p e r i o d  o f  m e n s t r u a l  u n c l ^ ^  „ „ „ e n

p r o b l e m  “ ^ e n ' t o  c a l l  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s ,
t a k e  o f f e n s e  a n d  t h r e a t e n  t

a n d ' f l m a S l ' p r ^ ^ i d r d  t S  L r p u " c S r s e d " f r r L i g h b o r i n g  n a t i o n s

\lm THIRDRAILMAG ■ com



A f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  ^ ^ ^ W h f c a n ' t  f o w r c a n a d l a n s ?  I s

S r — t o  t . e  w e a t . e . .

e )  I  h a v e  a  p u ^  t o  d e a t h .  Am I

m o S f l y ^ o b l i g a t e d  t o  k i l l  ” f , ® i ^ ; ^ ° ^ 3 ^ r g o o d ^ d a 5  ^ o  s t a r t ?

n e ig h b o r h o o d  °^ t o n e s -  K rn d  o f  l e a d  up t o  i t ?
S h o u ld  we b e g i n  w i t h  s m a l l  s t o n e s .  K ^

o l e ,  t - h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  e a t i n g  s h e l l f i s h  i s  
f )  A f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  f  ^  l e s s e r  a b o m i n a t i o n  t h a n

a n  a b o m i n a t i o n  ^  ^ a  s h r i m p  j u s t  i s n ' t  t h e

„  n , . .  « « «  -  r S S
I  h a v e  a  d e f e c t  m  my s i g  • 2 0 / 2 0 , o r  i s  t h e r e  s o m e  w i g g l e

, l a  = = « ^  - y  e x c e p t i o n ,
r o o m  h e r e ?  W o u l d  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s  t a i

  ,  , , t h e i r  h a i r  t r i m m e d ,  i n c l u d i n g

JLT.L "

t h i s  e c u m e n i c a l  t h i n g  a  s i g n  t h a t  i t  s  o  .

I )  I  k n o w  f r o m  L e v ^  o o ^ L l f  i f ^ ^  w e a r  g l L L ?
m a k e s  m e  u n c l e a n ,  b u t  m a y  I  s t i

• T 1 9 - 1 9  b y  p l a n t i n g  t w o
j )  My u n c l e  h a s  a  f a r m .  H e  ^  b y  w e a r i n g

d i f f e r e n t  c r o p s  i n  ^  d s  o f  t h r e a d  ( c o t t o n / p o l y e s t e r
g a r m e n t s  m a d e  o f  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  ^ x ^ s  ^

b l e n d )  . H e  a l s o  t e n d s  t o  c u r s e  t o w n

n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  w e  g o  t o  a l  C o u l d n ' t  w e  j u s t  b u r n  t h e m

r d f a -  T t f r r a f e ^ L r y - a J f a i r  l i k e  w e  d o  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  

s l e e p  w i t h  t h e i r  i n - l a w s ?  ( L e v .  2 0 . 1

G o d ' s  w o r d  I S  e t e r n a l  a n d  u n c h a n g i n g .

Y o u r  d e v o t e d  d i s c i p l e  a n d  a d o r i n g  f a n
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Inspired by t h e  n e w s  t h a t  S p o n g e b o b  S q u a r e p a n t s  
is  a homDSBHuaL I h a u e  s e t  forth to ' 'o u r '  o t her  
ca r to on  c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  h a u e  s o m e  h o m o s e H u a l  
t e n d e n c i e s .  UJe s h o u l d  all  h n o w  by nouj t h a t  b e in g  
a h o m o s B H u a l  is w ro n g ,  i n d e c e n t  and a b o u e  alL 
unnatura l .  I am  writ ing t h i s  a s  a g u id e  for p a r e n t s  
t h a t  do not  w a n t  the ir  ch i ldren  to  turn into a h o m o 
se H u a l  by d e u ia n t  c a r t o o n s  t h a t  p o s e  a s  ch i ldren  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  In t h i s  wor ld ,  w h e r e  h o m o s e n u a l  
i n f l u e n c e s  are e u e r y w h e r e ,  f rom m e n  hau in g  hair 
p a s t t h e i r e a r s t o  w o m e n  w e a r i n g  p a n t s , t h i s  gu i de  
is n e e d e d  to  s a u e  our ch i ldren  from t h e  h o m o s e H 
ual  a g e n d a .  The c ar t o o n  c h a r a c t e r s  e n p o s e d  in 
t h i s  e s s a y  h a u e  u n d e r g o n e  a cr i t i ca l  a n a l y s i s ,  by  
m e a n s  of  m e  do ing  ho urs  of  r e s e a r c h ,  by s p e n d i n g

m a n y  n i g h t s  su f fer ing  
in h o m o s e n u a l  bars  
and c l u b s j  t h u s ,  I 
c a n  ' ' s p o t “  a h o m o -  
s e n u a l  a mi le  a w a y  
j u s t  f rom t h e  char
a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  d i s p l a y s .

The f irst  ca r t o o n  
c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  is ob-  
u i o u s l y  a h o m o s e n -  
ual  is P ep p e rm in t  
Patty from t h e  P e a 
n u t s  c o m i c  strip,  in 
m y  m a n y  h our s  of  
r e s e a r c h i n y ,  I c a m e  
upon m a n y  f e m a l e  
h o m o s G H u a l s  t h a t

had  a bo nd w i t h  t h i s  ca r t o o n  cha ra c te r ,  
m a n y  s i g n s  po int  to  her b e i n g  a h o m o s e H 
ual,  f rom her p la y i n g  f o o t b a l l  to  her h o m o s e H 
ual  louer,  m ar c ie ,  ca l l in g  her ” Sir,'' S u c h  p l ay  on 
g e n d e r  ro l e s  is an o b u i o u s  r e f e r e n c e  of  her b e in g  
a h o m o s e n u a l .

The n e n t  ca r t o o n  t h a t  I w i l l  proue is a h o m o s e H 
ual  is t h e  bea r  t h a t  is " s m a r t e r  t h a n  t h e  a u e r a g e  
bear.-" Ves ,  t h a t  is right, Vogi Bear is a h o m o s e H 
ual ,  a lo n g  w i t h  h is  h o m o s e n u a l  f e m m e  partner  
Boo Boo.  Along wi th  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  Hanna and  
Barbera c r e a t e d  m a n y  h o m o s e n u a l  c h a r a c t e r s  
[ S n a g g l e p u s s ]  t h a t  w i l l  turn your ch i ld  into a ho-  
m o s e n u a l  wi th  e n o u g h  e n p o s u r e .  In Vogi B e a r ' s  
t h e m e  s o n g ,  t h e  lyric ''He w i l l  s l e e p  til l  n o o n  but  
bef ore  i ts  darh/  He'll h a u e  e u e r y  p ic n ic  b a s h e t  
t h a t ' s  in J e l l y s t o n e  ParH" is a d i rec t  r e f e r e n c e  
to  Vogi b e in g  out  at  al l  h our s  of  t h e  n ig ht  at  
h o m o s e n u a l  bars  and c l u b s ,  t h u s  ha ui n g  
to  " s l e e p  to  n o o n . "  Also  n o t i c e  h o w  h is  
h o m o s e n u a l  l i f e s t y l e  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  o t her  
d e g e n e r a t e  a c t s  s u c h  a s  s t e a l i n g  p ic n ic  
b a s k e t s ,  w h i c h  is pro ba bly  u s e d  to  s a t 
i s fy  h is  h u n g er  c a u s e d  by h i s  mar i juana  
s m o h i n g  habi t  [all h o m o s e n u a l s  s m o h e  
mari juana]

Another  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  is h o m o s e n u a l  
is  Lion-D from T h u n d e r c a t s .  Enpos ing  
t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a s  a h o m o s e n u a l  p a i n s  
m e ,  but  he  d e f in i te ly  is a h o m o 
s e n u a l ,  and  t h e r e fo r e  I m u s t  put  
him into t h i s  gu i de .  UJhat m a h e s

s u c h  a hun ky  " b u t c h "  
m a n  a h o m o s e n u a l ?  He 

w e a r s  a bikini b o t t o m .  What  
h e t e r o s e n u a l  m a l e  w e a r s  

a S p e e d o  o u t  to  work,  or 
e u e n  to  f i g h t  eui l?  Let's  
not  m e n t i o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
he  w e a r s  g a u d y  j e w e l r y .

It is rumored  in t h e  h o 
m o s e n u a l  c o m m u n i t y  

t h a t  t h e  T e e n a g e  nnutant  
Ninja Turt les  h a s  t urn ed  m a n y  

f ine  s o u l s  into h o m o s e n u a l s ,  The 
f a c t  is t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  al l  m a l e  

t u r t l e s  l i u i n g t o g e t h e r ,  w e a r 
ing d i f ferent  c o l o r s  of  t h e  

ra i n b o w ,  and  had  April 
O'Neill d e f e n d  t h e m  on  
t e l e u i s i o n  -  t h i s  c a n  
no t  be  m or e  o b u i o u s  of  
h o m o s e n u a l  behauior .  
This is s y m b o l i c  for a 

group of  h o m o s e n u a l  
m e n  liuing t o g e t h e r .

a n d  
t h e  
m e d i a  
p r o t e c t i n g  
t he ir  a n o m a l 
i s t i c  l i f e s t y l e '

Ulhen a ie  w e  a s  a 
s o c i e t y  g o in g  to  s t a n d  up 
a g a i n s t  t h i s  f i lth on t e l e u i 
s ion!  UJe m u s t  s t a n d  up and  not  
a l l o w  our ch i ldren  to  w a t c h  t h i s  and  
turn into h o m o s e n u a l s  - s u c h  d e u i a n t  
hph a ui or  s h o u l d  not  be  e n c o u r a g e d !  If 
y ou  d on ' t  b e l i e u e  m e  t h a t  h o m o s e n u a l s  are 
m ini ng  our s o c i e t y  and are p la n n in g  to  t a k e  ouer,  
go  to  a g a y  bar or c l ub  on a S a tu rd a y  night!  If you  
s e e  m e  t h e re ,  do n o t  s a y  "hi",  y o u  m a y  b l o w  m y  
coue r .

DEFINITELV
SPEEDO



/ r  & t e i^ f s s A  H s m K ,

Since IIm ssrpent lsni|]leci Eve Id 
Men ii(i¥0 toy us, *Vi>u*ve JimIo 
And Misooitecl us Id o pois we 

T U i ^ l k e ^ i ^

Bui os Lociy Moict)dii lM99eei
Muata womcMi

I n  a  m a n s  w o r U ?

I *

I

%tfomen fom ike world? 
InsleoKl cf slH||ig4jicAieJ k  a homê  Udng apple 
Pies w k i k f e  
As JusI one cl llie Julies tfiof a gfaJ 
Musi suffsp liuFougii io please iier man»
Deni|in9 liie pleasure liial sliouU i)e oups I d  loLe?

Just as iliê kave tried Id lolce 
Ppom us tlie rigkii tiiol ape due all people cf tlie world 
Simply kecause we were kom women 
Does it make tkat kl9 a dlffiBPenoe

ikatwelKMno Adam’s opple?
Or is it ike c4ker pavli unic^ to a 9ipl 
Tkot male tkem so frigktsned cl our sex?

Mevep 90 a n i | w k e p e  u n e s c o p f e J  l>i| a  m a n .

A n d  n e v e r  d r e s s  t o  e n f i c e  a  m a n  t o  t h i n k  o f  s e x ,  

E s p e c i a l ! i |  i n  a  p l a c e  l ik e  t k e  B i q  A p p l e .

S k o u i d  t k e s e  r u l e s  f a i l  a n d  t k e  s k e  i s  t a k e n

It  i s  k e r  m i s t a k e s  t k a t  w i l l  k e  f l a u n t e d  t o  t k e  w o r l d

A s  k e g i n s  t k e  t r i a l  o f  t k e  v i c t i m  t k e  q i r l .

a  c o u r s e  s k e  i s  l in ing ,  o n e  c a n  n e v e r  t r u s t  a  g i r l  

B u t  ^ M i |  w o r d  i s  m g  k o n d , ”  c l a i m s  ev e p i j  m a n  

S k e  w a s  d r u n k  k e r  k e a d  i n  a  w k i r l  

I t  w a s n ’t  k i s  f a u l t  a  m a n  n e e d s  s e x  

I t  %vas o f f e r e d  a n d  k e  a c c e p t e d ,  k u t  k e  d i d n ’t  t a k e  

T k a t s  w k a t  A d a m  s a i d  a k o u t  t k e  a p p l e

t k e  s e r p e n t  o f f e r e d  E v e  t k e  a p p l e ,

k u t  t k a t  w a s  n o  e x c u s e  f o r  t i i e  g ip i  

T l . e  r u l e s  a r e  t a k e n  a n d  r e v i s e d  t o  s u i t  a  m a n  

T k u s  p r o v i n g  t k a t  s e x  a n d  p o w e r

a r e  a l l  t k a n  m a t t e r s  i n  t k i s  m a n  s  w o r l d

4 4 Jm lmag.

\il if* woman wiw^W'f««mlofcarMK. . 1
Af^ al, ifs m m  wIkv (MJIy, wiB ̂
TW«»iikb is in̂ pdMNlip U  U J  moil pMtew

B u i  k c m l i  i m n  i w  ̂  c l  A 9  w m A I ?

 ̂ TKoitliâ iouti WUcRM(J|ppnotiMinqtiMam|j«
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P, MELISSA FISHER is an award-winning journalist; she was honored by the N e w  York A sso c ia tio n  
o f  B la c k  Jo u rn a lis ts  in recognition of her work with The B la c k  R eign . She holds an AA in Liberal Arts 
and a BA in English with a concentration in writing and a minor in journalism, both from the College 
of Staten Island where she is currently pursuing an MA in English rhetoric. As an active student, she 
has contributed to A lw a y s  a  W om an , a campus feminist arts magazine and been editor-in-chief of 
The B a n n er , CSI’s official student newspaper. Currently, in addition to being editor-in-chief of T h ird  
R a il, she is the graduate representative to CSI Student Government and sits on several committees 
and commissions at CSI.

“ D o  I c o n t r a d ic t  m y s e l f ?  Ver y  w e l l  t h e n  I c o n t r a d i c t  m y se l f ,  

(I  a m  la r g e ,  I c o n t a i n  m u l t i t u d e s . ) ” - W a l t  W h i t m a n

DWIGHT DUNKLEY is currently pursuing a degree in 
Marketing at the College of Staten Island. As the current CSI 
Student Government president, Dwight is a member of the 
CSI Association, Auxiliary Services, College Council and is
president of the CSI Marketing Club. A self-professed libertarian, Dwight recently traveled to Havana, 
Cuba on assignment for T h ird  R a il  to investigate the island-nation’s unique form of socialism {article 

forthcom ing).

“ Y o u  n e e d  p e o p l e  l ik e  m e .  Y o u  n e e d  p e o p l e  l ike  m e  s o  y o u  c a n  p o in t  yo ur  

f u c k i n g  f ing er z  an d  say,  t h a t ’s  t h e  b ad  guy!  S o ,  w h a t  [does]  t h a t  m a k e  you?  
G o o d ? ”  

- A l  P a c i n o  p l a y i n g  T o n y  M o n t a n a

SHAWN FISHER is a decorated veteran of the U n ite d  S ta te s  N a v a l  R eserve  who majors in Com
munications at the College of Staten Island, with a specialization in Journalism. He holds an Associ
ates of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences and has received two P re s id e n tia l C o m m e n d a tio n s  from 
the University for his activities on Campus. He has also worked professionally for The B la c k  R eign, a 
newspaper dedicated to providing important content to Black New Yorkers. Credits extend to P hotics, 
an online and print magazine founded by a CSI Alumnus and The Sci-F i G uys, a webzine covering the 
world of science-fiction and fantasy.

M u h a m m a d  m y  fr iend  i t ’s  t i m e  to  t e l l  t h e  w or ld  w e  b o t h  k n o w  it  w a s  a gir l  

b a c k  in B e t h l e h e m , ” - T o r i  A m o s

JEFF MCGRAHAM is S T IL L  on a quest to 
find Nirvana. Consequently, he is attempting to 
suppress his id, ego and superego and so refuses 
to participate in self promotion.

“ I  d r e a m  o f  the  in te l l e c t u a l  de s t ro y e r  o f  e v i d e n c e  a n d  uni ve rsa l i t i e s ,  t he  o n e  

w h o ,  in t h e  in er t i as  a n d  c o n s t r a in t s  o f  t h e  pr es en t ,  l o c a t e s  a n d  m a r k s  t h e  

w e a k  p o i n t s ,  t he  o p e n in g s ,  t h e  l in es  o f  p ow er ,  w h o  i n c e s s a n t l y  d i s p l a c e s  h i m 
se lf ,  d o e s n ’t k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h e r e  h e  i s  h e a d i n g  no r  w h a t  h e ’ll t h in k  t o m o r r o w  

b e c a u s e  h e  is  t o o  a t te nt iv e  t o  t h e  pr e s e n t . ” - M i c h e l  F o u c a u l t



TJ RILEY: I like to read philosophy, poetry, fiction, non-fiction, etc. I like to listen to 
music and noise in general. I tend to be introverted but sometimes break out of my 
shell when the need arises. At parties, I am the guy that sits in the corner, drinking 
away, looking as if I am thinking something important, but then after awhile I say 
something out loud, proving my complete utter idiocy. I also like being in super
markets, which, I am told, is quite strange. I think it’s like being in one huge Warhol 
painting, which, I am told, is also quite strange. 1 also am the only person, that 1 
know of, that wears corporation t-shirts on stupid bloody Tuesdays, consciously. I 
do this, to try to be ironic or maybe, definitely sometimes, iconic. I also love it when 
people mistake my silence for stupidity - just talk to me and find out for yourself 
instead of coming to general conclusions based on some illogical inference.

“ T h e  l i m i t s  o f  m y  l a n g u a g e  m e a n s  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  m y  w o r l d ” - L u d w i g  W i t t g e n s t e i n

KARA DONNELLY is a recent transfer student to 
the College of Staten Island. She is happy to find
family through the Third Rail and the NYPIRG chapter where she has just been elect
ed to the Board of Directors. Although Kara is only 21 years of age, her wisdom ex
tends beyond her biological years. Be wary of her excellence in poker, as her skills are 
second only (according to her anyway) to Kate Freitag in the NYPIRG office. As Kara 
has no life beyond school, one can often find her in the offices of NYPIRG, Third Rail, 
or anywhere else on the second floor of the Campus Center. Just as Jeff is trying to 
reach Nirvana, she is trying to discover her better half.

“ I t  is  c l e a r  t h a t  I  m u s t  f ind m y  o t h e r  h a l f .  B u t  is  it  a  h e  or  a  she?  W h a t  d o e s  

th i s  p e r s o n  l o o k  l ike?  I d e n t i c a l  t o  m e?  O r  s o m e h o w  c o m p l i m e n t a r y .  D o e s  m y  

o t h e r  h a l f  h a v e  w h a t  I  d o n ’t? D i d  h e  g e t  t h e  l o o k s ?  T h e  lu ck ?  T h e  love? W e r e  

w e  re a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  f o r c e a b l y  or  d id  he  jus t  run  o f f  w i t h  t h e  g o o d  s t u f f ?  O r  d id  I? W i l l  th i s  p e r s o n  e m b a r 

r as s  m e?  W h a t  a b o u t  se x ?  I s  t h a t  h o w  w e  put  o u r se lv e s  b a c k  t o g e t h e r  a g a in ?  O r  c a n  t w o  p e o p l e  a c t u a l l y

b e c o m e  o n e  aga in?9 ”

- H e d w i g ,  H e d w i g  a n d  t h e  A n g r y  I n c h

NEIL SCHULDINER is also on a quest for physical and mental Nirvana, 
but is much farther along than Mr. McGraham.

“ T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  t er ror i s t  n a t i o n  o n  t h e  p l a n e t . ”
- N o a m  C h o m s k y

• ; ' -..TV''- '
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&  P O L I T I C A L  
E S S A Y S

Third Rail: The Political Arts Magazine of the College of Staten Island 
is s e e k i n g  y o u r  S u b m i s s i o n s  & C o r r e s p o n d e n c e !

S e n d  u s  y o u r  p o e t r y ,  l e t te rs ,  f i c t i o n ,  c o m m e n t s ,  p h o t o g r a p y ,  
cr i t i c i sms ,  c o m p l a i n t s ,  c o m p l e m e n t s ,  a n d  l e w d  p i c t u r e s  to:

E-MAIL:
editors@ThirdRailMag.com

ON THE WEB:
www.ThirdRailMag.com

SNAIL MAIL:
Third Rail Magazine 

do College of Staten Island 
2800 Victory Blvd, 1C-207 
Staten Island, NY 10314

D R O P O F F  IN PERSON:
Room 231 in the Campus 
Center or in our mailbox 
located in Room 1C-207 

(Student Government Office)

mailto:editors@ThirdRailMag.com
http://www.ThirdRailMag.com


A UN MASQUE GABONAIS
G e o r g e s  R a w i r i

O  m a s q u e  B a k o t a ,  t e s  p r o f o n d e s  o r b i t e s  

R e g a r d e  l e  p r e s e n t ,  m a s q u e  a u  t e i n t  e f fa ce ,

Q u i  a  s u  r e s i s t e r  a u  t e m p s  c o m m e  a u x  t e r m i t e s .  

I m p a s s i b l e  t e m o i n s  d u n e  er e  d e p a s s e e .

T o n  a ir  g r a v e ,  t o n  f o n t  h a u t  e t  p u i s a n t  a b r i t e n t  

L o m b r e  m y s t e r i e u s e  o u  s u r v i t  t a  p e n s e e ,

T u  es  l e  l i v r e  c l o s  o u  d o r m a n t  l e s  v i e u x  r i t e s ,

E t  t u  v e i l l e s  su r  n o u s ,  a u s t e r e  e t  c o m p a s s e .

T u  es  I’a n c e t r e  a i m e ,  l e  s y m b o l e  s u p r e m e  

D e  t o u t e  u n e  f a m i l l e  a u j o u r d ’h u i  d i s p e r s e ,

M a i s  q u e  c h a q u e  s a i s o n  a u t o u t  d e  t o i  r a m e n e .

T u  e s  l e l a n  v i t a l ,  p a r  l e s  d i e u x  d i s p e n s e ,

L e  m e s s a g e r  l o i n t a i n  d ’u n e  h i s t o i r e  a f r i c a n e  

D o n t  l e  p r e s e n t  j a m a i s  n o u b l i e r a  l e  p a s s e
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