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May 18, 2011

Dear college community,

I am thrilled to present to you the newest edition of Inkwell, a collection of 
prizewinning essays written by students at the College of Staten Island in all 
disciplines and at all stages of their education. I am truly impressed by the quality 
and range of these essays, and I hope they will serve as models and inspirations for 
others. My heartfelt congratulations to the writers whose essays are represented 
here and the artists whose work has been included. These students represent the 
best of CSI; I am proud that we are able to showcase their work to the entire 
college community.

I hope that you will enjoying reading these essays and use them in your classes as 
well.

If you would like additional copies, please do not hesitate to contact the English 
Department at 982-3640.

With best wishes.

(J

Hildegard Hoeller 

Professor of English

Writing-Across-the Curriculum Coordinator
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What I  fo u n d  intriguing about music therapy and the M ozart Effect was their grow ing  
controversy. Many physicians, patients, as w ell as parents p u t their fa ith  in a theory that may or 
may not uphold any substantial accuracy or reliability. Unlike medicine, the results o f  music 
therapy are not clear cut an d  cannot be exam ined under a  microscope. A nd yet, form s o f  music 
therapy are currently being prac ticed  a t m edical fac ilities around the world. Even though it is 
unrealistic to say that music therapy has the p o w er to revolutionize medicine, it can definitely 
enhance it—which is why I  was drawn to w rite a  research p a p er about this contentious issue.

‘Music: The ‘Underdog’ o f Modem Remedies’ 

By Ola Tantawy

“Researchers also have found a significant relationship between music instruction and 

positive performances in such areas as: reading comprehension, spelling, mathematics, listening 

skills, primary mental abilities (verbal, perceptual, numeric, and spatial) and motor skills” (Paul 

Borgese). Patients who suffer from a disease, a disorder, or an abnormality are desperate for a 

cure. For these patients, it is irrelevant whether they are cured through medicine or therapy.

They all hope for one outcome— recovery. Although therapeutic methods involving music may 

not be viewed as legitimate forms o f medication, studies indicate that the healing and 

developmental powers o f music are highly underestimated. In hospitals and institutions around 

the world, music is considered a means o f increasing brain development and stabilizing bodily 

functions, as well as improving verbal, listening, and social skills. Despite criticism, classical 

music has been proven to be especially productive in enhancing mind, body, and spirit in both 

ailing patients and young children in a phenomenon better known as the Mozart Effect.

In recent years, doctors have found that incorporating music into the treatment o f patients 

often promotes an increase in healing and development. Also, there has always been an



instinctive association between music and the mind, body, and soul. In Juliette Alvin’s Music 

Therapy, she indicates that . .music has helped man from primitive times to identify with his 

environment and to become aware o f the forces at work around and within h im self’ (78). This 

hints that humans have been intuitively resorting to music therapy as a means o f enhancing the 

quality o f life— even before biased dependency on scientific hypotheses. In a television segment 

o f the Health News Edition o f “The W eekenders”, Marika Sboros said that “ .. .the influence of 

music goes all the way back to the womb, where babies hear a mother's voice vibrating, her heart 

beating and the natural pulse o f life.” This statement supports the existence o f a natural rhythmic 

bond between mother and child as early as the stages o f pregnancy.

Many researchers believe that the classical compositions o f Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

have the power to do more than simply inspire and invigorate. The Mozart Effect applies a 

concept that expands on music therapy in suggesting that listening to M ozart’s symphonies may 

stimulate short-term improvement in spatial-reasoning performance (Caulfield 119). This 

improvement in reasoning refers to the performance o f specific mental tasks. Music Therapy 

was first approached by Dr. Gordon Shaw and Dr. Frances Rauscher in a case study that was 

conducted in 1993. As pointed out in “Mozart Effect: Sound Beginnings?” by Rick Caulfield, 

this original study left “ .. .quite an impact on neuroscience and music education”. The 

experiment focused on college students rather than children or infants. This original study 

revealed improvement in the performance o f the college students on “Standard IQ Spatial” 

reasoning tests after being exposed to “M ozart’s Sonata in D M ajor” (Caulfield 119). Such 

results led Shaw and Rauscher to conclude that “early music training might be a useful tool to 

exercise the brain for later higher level cognitive functions” (qtd. in Caulfield). Since the l990 ’s, 

researchers and scientists around the world have been devoted to replicating the original study of 

Shaw and Rauscher in order to prove or disprove the Mozart effect.



The “Mozart Effect” is essentially the idea that infants and young children can benefit 

from early exposure to music. The theory implies that exposing children to M ozart’s classics at 

an early age can enhance brain development— ^but how early should this exposure to music 

commence? According to Rick Caulfield, there is enough research to prove that “musical 

competency develops long before the child’s first spoken words.” Therefore, a child can be 

introduced to music with productive expectations in as early as the third trimester o f pregnancy 

(Caulfield 120). It is truly intriguing to know that fetuses can hear and comprehend music 

through the womb. M ost extemal noises that reach the fetus undergo distortion in sound that is 

caused by the tissue and amniotic fluids in the womb; however, there is little distortive effect on 

sounds below the middle C (Caulfield 120). In fact, Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony can be clearly 

heard through the m other’s womb (Caulfield 120). Some studies suggest that prenatal exposure 

to classical music can pave development for the child’s life later on. Among such studies is one 

conducted by M.J. LaFuente in 1997, where mothers regularly played audiotapes o f classical 

music during their third trimesters o f pregnancy. After the mothers gave birth, the infants’ 

behaviors were observed. The infants demonstrated noticeable development in their behavior 

such as “visual tracking, hand-eye coordination, face imitation, and babbling” (Caulfield 120). 

These findings proved prenatal exposure to music to be crucial and positively influential on the 

mental development o f children.

The psychological and social effects o f exposure to classical music are many; however, 

there are long term effects as well as short term effects. Some o f the long term effects include 

academic and professional motivation, overall increase in mental function, and self confidence 

(Jones). Carmen Cheong-Clinch declares in “Music for Engaging Young People in Education” 

that the use o f classical music in music therapy procedures help children and adolescents to show 

improvement in communication and social cognitive performance. Cheong-Clinch also



advocates that music can be used by developing children to assist them with emotional 

regulation, self reflection, problem solving skills, and self-expression. Regulated exposure to 

classical music can help children in performing everyday tasks as well as in grasping crucial 

concepts and principles throughout life. The childrens’ experiences with classical music can also 

come in handy as adults in which they will strive to excel in their studies and their careers later 

on. On the other hand, as mentioned in “The M ozart Effect, Piano Playing and You,” there is 

also research that proves short term effects o f exposure to classical music usually only last 

between ten to fifteen minutes. The complex symphonies and melodies induce short-lived 

improvement in the performance o f certain mental tasks (“Piano Playing”). For this reason, 

people are often times encouraged to listen to classical music before performing tasks that 

require enhancement o f reasoning skills^— such as an exam or a chess match.

Despite the popularity o f music therapy, there are critics who find it a common fallacy. 

Such detractors do not consider music therapy a legitimate form o f medication nor do they 

consider it to be a promoter o f intelligence either. Results o f case studies over the years have 

proven to be inconsistent in their findings. In “The Mystery o f the Mozart Effect: Failure to 

Replicate”, Kenneth M. Steele, Karen E. Bass, and Melissa D. Crook replicated Shaw and 

Rauscher’s original 1993 study in order to disprove the theories presented by the M ozart Effect. 

Unlike Shaw and Rauscher’s findings, the performances o f the participating college students on 

IQ exams in this subsequent study were irrelevant to their exposure to M ozart’s Sonata. Steele, 

Bass, and Crook concluded that “there is little evidence to support basing intellectual 

intervention programs on the existence o f the Mozart Effect.” The inconsistency between the 

two similarly conducted studies emphasizes the lack o f credibility o f the Mozart Effect.

Rochelle Jones’s article “M ozart’s Nice but D oesn’t Increase IQ ’s” attacks the M ozart Effect by 

saying that “classical music has no ability to increase basic intelligence in adults or children.”



She agrees with Kenneth Steele and asserts that the Mozart Effect implements “no special effect 

on baby” (Jones). However, such inconsistencies may simply be the result o f differences in 

“psychological responses to a musical experience” because the nature of the results “depends on 

the ability o f the listener or the performer to communicate and identify with it” (77). Critics of 

the Mozart Effect and music therapy altogether argue that music cannot be a replacement for 

modem medicine. On the contrary, music therapists do not intend to replace modem medicine at 

all. In “Music for Pain,” Victor Limjoco refers to a ScienCentral News video that conveys the 

idea behind music therapy— that “while music w on’t replace painkillers, it can boost their 

effectiveness.” Other advantages o f music therapy include its inexpensiveness, easy 

accessibility, and lack o f negative side effects.

hi essence, the M ozart Effect arouses a cmcial question: Does Mozart make you smarter? 

Can this claim hold some credibility or is it merely a hoax? After studies began to prove the 

beneficial effectiveness o f music therapy in regards to brain fiinctions, parents began to urge the 

existence o f classical music in the lives o f their children in order to make them “smarter.”

Parents set high hopes and expectations for the Mozart Effect because they consider it a fantasy

like solution that will ensure a successful future for their children. However, even the founders 

o f the Mozart Effect themselves did not intend to portray this message at all. Their studies 

indicate that classical music may serve as stimulation for childhood development— ^however it is 

not the only stimulant; neither is it a guaranteed stimulant. Dr. Frances Rauscher said that “it’s a 

very giant leap to think that if  music has a short-term effect on college students that it will 

produce smarter children” (Jones). Children react to all different variations of stimuli— there is 

no definite right or wrong form o f motivation because everyone learns in their own unique way.



Although many beheve that music “shouldn’t be viewed as an intellectual [or medical] 

miracle drug,” music, without a doubt, leaves a sizable footprint on society (Jones). The impact 

that music has on culture and humanity throughout the world is inarguable. Yet perhaps music 

will develop even more authority through the concept o f music therapy. Perhaps someday, the 

world will realize Pablo Casals’ justification in saying that “music must serve a purpose; it must 

be a part o f something larger than itself, a part o f humanity...” (qtd. in Boxill). Rather than 

solely being seen as a means o f entertainment and communication, maybe music will earn all the 

more credibility through its ability to heal, stimulate, and enhance the mind, body, and soul.
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M y name is Teresa Ciaramella, and I  am a 19-year-old student a t the College o f  Staten Island. 
M y essay, “To Be N aturally Beautiful, See P age Seven, ” was written fo r  an assignment given by 
my English 111 professor, K elly  Bradbury. Professor Bradbury assigned a research p a p er with a 
focu s on advertising. I  quickly thought o f  the beauty ads that surround us everyday and the 
young girls who must dea l with self-esteem  and body issues. M ost o f  to d a y ’s beauty ads use 
“natura l” products as their selling point, however; the ironic sales o f  “natural beau ty” in a 
bottle, is the main po in t o f  my essay. I  believe that a ll young women should have the self-esteem  
to know that they d o n ’t need a bottle o f  make-up to cover up w h a t’s already beautiful.

‘To Be Naturally Beautiful, See Page Seven’ 

By Teresa Ciaramella

Every day millions o f women discover the newest way to defme their beauty. Whether 

they are flipping through the pages o f  a magazine while getting their hair done or catching a 

commercial in between their favorite shows, women are at the constant beck and call of 

advertisers. These scandalous advertisers want only one thing: your money; and to get that, they 

will tell and show anything to make their audience believe they can be better. Most affected by 

this trickery are adolescents or teenage girls. These girls are taught that thinner is better and an 

hourglass figure can land you a guy and a job. In an article entitled, “Stuck in the Model Trap: 

The Effects o f Beautiful Models on Female Pre-Adolescents and Adolescents,” experts Mary C. 

Martin and James W. Gentry claim that girls specifically are so worried about looking a certain 

way that when studying self-esteem in adolescents, the self-esteem of an adolescent girl is much 

lower than that of an adolescent boy (19). These girls see their role-model celebrities wearing 

more and more make-up and believe that their beauty will be unsurpassed if  they wear it too. 

Advertisers take advantage o f these underlying messages in printed ads and instill their own 

visions o f beauty into the minds o f unsuspecting adolescents.
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In advertisements produced by the cosmetic company Maybelline, young and fresh- 

appearing models show off their airbrushed skin and enhanced facial features to manipulate 

young girls into buying the products and believing that looking like them will make the girls 

completely irresistible. Expert Jean Kilboume states in her article, ‘“ In Your Face.. .All Over the 

Place’: Advertising is Our Environment” , “Advertising not only appears on radio and television, 

in our magazines and newspapers, but also surrounds us on billboards, on the sides o f buildings, 

plastered on our public transportation” (113). It seems as though there is no escape from 

advertising and for most teens, that becomes a huge disadvantage. O f course, for advertisers like 

Maybelline, that is the exact publicity that keeps their businesses booming.

Maybelline was founded by T.L Williams in the year 1915. One day, the chemist from 

New York noticed his younger sister Maybel applying some kind o f blend to her eyelashes. She 

had mixed coal dust and Vaseline to give the illusion o f darker and fiiller eyelashes. Williams 

immediately took the concoction into his laboratory and came out with a new product known as 

“Lash-Brown-Ine.” However, the name was not very catchy and so Williams changed the name 

to Maybelline - a combination o f his sister’s name and Vaseline (“Our History”). Interestingly 

enough, this company (inspired by an adolescent girl) began to produce advertisements that 

dictate the way girls should appear. The make-up industry itself seems to be entirely hypocritical. 

They sell products for people to change the way they look and make those people appear to be 

“better” than before. So why do we listen? Why do we walk into their traps blindfolded and not 

only hope, but believe, that we will come out somehow looking more attractive? For most 

advertisers, the message is all about bringing out that “natural beauty”; so forgive me if  I 

misunderstand but “natural” and “cover-up” do not appear to be synonymous.
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In a recent ad that has appeared in teen and wom en’s magazines all across the country, 

Maybelline depicts a make-up ad for lip-gloss. The advertisement contains a large picture of a 

seemingly gorgeous woman with lips that sparkle just as much as her expensive-looking 

sunglasses. The tone and color o f the picture just screams that “summer under the sun” look. 

Written on the side, a note claims, “At the click o f a wand! Concentrated shine perfectly defined. 

Fall under its spell.” As if  the dazzling model w asn’t captivating enough, the ad is sure it has 

your attention with the use of its language. Using words like “perfectly,” “defined,” and “shine” 

creates the characteristics o f the beauty to which one can only hope to reach. And reaching that 

beauty is easy and magical like “clicking a wand!” Further down, the text states, “ .. .defines lips 

precisely for a captivating look ...” The so-called “precision” connotes that the hp-gloss has been 

transformed into an art form and with the simple application o f it, nobody will be able to take 

their eyes o ff o f you.

Under the beautiful and completely flawless face o f the model, is a signature: Deepika

Padukone. If the fancy and important appearing autograph didn’t make the audience o f young

girls feel as though she was o f a high caliber, the words “Actress & International Model” should

clear up any misunderstandings. While the make-up should be the main focus o f the

advertisement, it seems as though the actress/intemational model is what the adolescents will

tend to notice first; and that is just what was intended. If young girls flipping through magazines

see this ad, they’re not going to notice the tube o f lip-gloss. Instead, all o f their attention will be

focused on the breath-taking appearance o f the model and their desire to look exactly like her. O f

course, there is not a single person walking this earth with skin or lips or an overall appearance

o f perfection; however, most adolescent girls will believe that buying that product will give them

that exact appearance. This is just the type o f advertising that forces young women to believe

that they too can look like an international super model if  they only bought that lip-gloss. But
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why stop at the hps? Maybelline has an entire cosmetic collection o f products used to cover up 

those flaws. Let’s move on to those naturally gorgeous eyes and really make them shine!

Another Maybelline ad that forces girls to look twice, is a black and white headshot of 

yet another beautiful woman with a certain element o f sophistication and seduction. The lashes 

on the model are extremely long and separated, making them appear to be the perfection that 

women strive for. In this advertisement, the mascara makes an appearance among the vintage

like background. The bottle stands on the right side o f the advertisement. Since it is called 

“Stiletto Mascara,” the bottle is shaped like the heel o f the stiletto with a red stripe on the bottom 

to complete the look. However, the bottle is pushed all the way to the right (as far as possible) so 

once again, the audience is focusing on the gorgeous model and those eyelashes, which are 

(more likely than not) fake. The most interesting part of this particular ad is the text. At the top 

o f the ad a caption reads, “The hottest thing you’ll ever wear.” Here is yet another example o f 

advertisers putting ideas o f “true” beauty into the heads o f gullible adolescents. Just claiming 

that the use o f this mascara will provide the “hottest” look is enough for girls to want to buy it. 

Between that claim and the stunning face that sits beside it, a girl would be crazy not to believe 

the mascara can transform her into that magnificent creature. It’s no wonder girls buy into this 

stuff! So let’s recap. W e made your already perfectly shaped lips really sparkle and your already 

gorgeous eyes sexier. All that’s left now is the rest o f your face! Cover-up time!

As if  fixing your eyes and lips w asn’t enough, Maybelline products can alter the entire 

appearance o f your skin as well. This product is called “Dream Liquid Mousse Foundation.” The 

headline reads, “Airbrush perfection made possible.” It seems comical that these advertisers are 

flat-out telling young girls that they need to airbrush their skin. In a shocking twist, there is 

another attractive figure lying across the page. With her eyes closed as if she really were
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“dreaming,” the model appears to be completely flawless and maintains that appeal of 

“perfection.” Young girls seeing this ad can only pray that this product has some kind of 

mysterious power to perfect their skin as much as the already-airbrushed model’s. Every 

company in the make-up business does the same thing. They put their product on an already 

drop-dead-gorgeous woman, airbrush the flaws she may or may not have, and then allow teens to 

compare themselves to those international super models. The airbrushed effect is something that 

is appealing to most teens because they are unconsciously influenced by the media around them 

to believe that airbrushed is perfect, and looking flawless is “natural” .

Almost every single one o f M aybelline’s advertisements is fiill of this hypocritical 

nonsense. In fact, the company’s slogan is worth mentioning: “Maybe she’s bom with it, maybe 

it’s Maybelline.” This motto has been slapped across every advertisement Maybelline has ever 

produced. When first read aloud, one may think it just simply means that Maybelline make-up 

will give you a natural (as if  bom  that way) look. As innocent as that sounds, it’s also kind of 

insulting. When taking a closer look at the motto, one may notice another message tucked away 

behind that fa9ade o f fluff. The motto might as well say, “If you’re bom  ugly, w e’ve got some 

great stuff to cover that up!” A lthough.. .that’s not quite as catchy.

Advertisers o f the cosmetic industry use these underlying messages to trick people into 

believing in their ideals o f beauty. By attaching a few strings to the consumer’s desires, 

advertisers yank on their passion for perfection and tug on their aspirations to look like those 

models. The combination is deadly and allows those advertisers to completely control and 

influence a teen’s idea o f tm e beauty. By placing a pretty face and a few enticing words on a 

page, Maybelline and other companies have your fiill attention and will stop at nothing to 

maintain it - even if  that means destroying a teenager’s self-esteem. “Selling to Ms. Consumer,”
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a popular article written by Carol Ascher, states that advertisers purposely aim to make women 

feel badly about themselves by pointing out their flaws. In doing so, women will believe that the 

only solution to their problem is to buy the product. This tactic is used largely when it pertains to 

beauty products (108). This is demonstrated by the Maybelline motto and will be a constant 

theme throughout the Maybelline ads.

While Maybelline may argue that there is nothing wrong with their advertisements and 

their true intention is not to change the looks but to enhance them, one cannot deny the evidence 

that appears in black and white, right on the magazine, page seven. Or perhaps, even on your 

computer screen. As if  the printed ads w eren’t enough, Maybelline has an entire website o f tricks 

and treats. A personal favorite is the tool known as “My Color Advisor.” With a simple click of 

the mouse, a woman o f any age can simply gain access to this so-called advisor and can be 

enlightened on which o f their products work best for which woman based on eye and skin color. 

O f course, if  one did not gain access to this website, one would not know whether or not the 

product he or she was buying would be a “perfect match.” Why would Maybelline tell you that 

their products don’t look good on everyone? To reiterate, their main goal is to make you buy, 

buy, and buy - even if  that means lying. If you know all the facts, perhaps you w ouldn’t buy their 

product after all; and if  you were a teenage girl, perhaps that would be the best thing for you, 

your self-esteem, and your already sparkling, sexy, and dream-like features.
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This essay is based on a person al experience I  had that changed my poin t o f  view  about 
strangers. It made me realize that you  really cannot trust anybody, especially a  stranger a t your  
window. This heart pounding experience was one that I  w ill never forget, and one that w ill 
fo llo w  me as I  travel the streets o f  N ew York. I  want to p a ss  on this essay hoping that readers 
w ill learn from  the experience 1 had that night.

“The Stranger at My W indow”

By Stephanie DiScalo

A few years ago, at the beginning o f my teenage years, I was a gulHble person. Almost 

anything someone would tell me Fd believe. For instance, someone once told me that scientists 

found a way to make pigs fly, and I believed him for a minute. It was fiinny at the time but in 

reality, it w asn’t a good thing at all. I heard bad things on the news, and I always told m yself that 

nothing like that would ever happen to me. I actually believed that. Crazy and disturbed people 

are out there, and life risking things could happen to anybody. I learned that the hard way.

My day started as usual. 1 woke up around 6:30am to be at school for 8:00am on a Friday 

morning. “Thank God it’s Friday”, I said to my mom as I looked in the fridge for something to 

eat, and she agreed. I went to school, and, for once, I found a good spot right in front. If I parked 

any closer, I would have made my own drive thru. As my friends and I made our way to our first 

class, I brought up a story that I heard on the news earlier that morning.

“Did you hear about the girl that was raped and killed last night?” I said to a group o f my

friends.

They all said yes and commented.

“That’s some crazy shit. They didn’t catch that guy yet, right?” said one friend.

“No,” I said.
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“ I can’t imagine how scared that girl was. I’m going to buy a can o f mace when I get out of 

here,” said another friend.

“Fll come with you!” shouted another. We all laughed and went our separate ways to our first 

class.

Two hours and twenty yawns later I was at lunch. 1 don’t usually eat anything there 

because the food is horrible. The pizza is so greasy when you pick it up it droops down and the 

grease drips off like a mini waterfall. The burgers taste like they’re from the week before and 

they were cooked in the microwave instead o f in the oven or on a grill. As for the mashed 

potatoes, let’s just say it was mashed potato soup. As I sat by m yself in the cafeteria, I overheard 

a group o f girls talking about the same story I heard on the news. I wanted to turn around and say 

something about the subject to them like, I heard about that too. That guy is still out there 

somewhere, but I stayed quiet and focused on a paper I was writing.

I got home around 1:10pm and walked my dog. After finishing my homework and eating 

dinner, I decided to stop by my girlfriend’s house. We watched a horror movie and had some 

popcorn. My curfew is 12 midnight on the weekends, so I usually leave around 11:50 since it 

takes me not even 10 minutes to get home. After saying goodbye, I power walked to my car and 

glanced around to make sure no one was around because that’s just what I do after watching a 

horror movie. I opened my door and got in the car as fast as I could like someone was after me. 1 

started my car, put it in drive, looked in all my mirrors and took off. I went down the block to the 

stop sign, made a left, went to the next stop sign, and that’s when it happened. That’s when he 

appeared, the stranger at my window. What could he possibly want from me? He knocked on my 

window, not hard but also not soft. He was a white male, about 5 ’ 8” or so, with brown hair and 

brown eyes. He was heavy set, but not obese. It was dark and I couldn’t see what he was wearing
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but there was blood, blood on his shirt! I think it was dry but that doesn’t matter, it was still 

blood. I couldn’t tell where it was coming from or if  it was someone else’s. Why was this 

stranger at my window? W hat does he want from me? I kept saying to myself. He asked me if  I 

could lower my window. I cracked it. Why? I don’t know, but I did. Enough for him to stick his 

fingers through, but not enough for him to put a hand or an arm through.

He said to me, “I just got my car stolen and I don’t have any money. I have epilepsy, 

that’s why my shirt is covered with blood. I need my pills. Is there any way you could spare me 

$20 and give me a ride to the nearest drug store?” I froze. What did I get m yself into? Epilepsy 

doesn’t cause people to bleed, does it? All these thoughts were running through my head. There 

was no way I was going to let this guy in my car. And honestly, I really didn’t have $ 2 0 .1 didn’t 

even have $5, so I was useless to him. I told him that I had no money on me, and he begged. I 

guess he thought I was lying, but I really wasn’t. I don’t know why I did this but I  took out my 

wallet and I showed him that I really didn’t have any money on me. He was practically on his 

knees begging for some money and a ride. I don’t know if  this guy was telling me the truth or 

not. Some people are very good liars.

He handed me his license through the crack in the window, and all I  thought was, what 

now! I told him I had no money and I even showed him the inside o f my wallet. Does he want to 

check my pockets too? He told me that I  could keep it until he paid me back or whatever. But 

what good is his license to me? So what, I knew his name, his address, his birthday and how tall 

he was. W hy was I even looking at it? If I did have $20 to lend him, I wouldn’t want to see him 

again after that anyway. He could keep the money. I handed his license back through the crack in 

the window and said “Sorry, I wish I could help you.” I felt bad for a moment because I  couldn t 

help him but at the same time, I felt like I just saved my life by not letting him in my car. I
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couldn’t trust this guy. Especially after, I heard that story on the news about the girl who was 

raped and killed. And the fact that the guy was still out there, forget about it. The guy had blood 

on his shirt. Even if  he didn’t have blood on his shirt I still w ouldn’t have let him in my car. I 

know I was a gullible person, but not that gullible. I couldn’t trust him. I couldn’t trust anyone I 

didn’t know, and I knew that for a fact.

I couldn’t stop trying to figure out where the blood was from and if  he had epilepsy, how 

could he drive? What happens if  he were to get one o f his seizures while he was driving? Maybe 

he just killed someone and didn’t have a get-a-way car. But who does that? You have to have a 

get-a-away car. Or maybe it wasn’t blood. Maybe he put ketchup all over his shirt and told me he 

had epilepsy so I would feel bad for him, lend him some money, give him a ride, and then he’d 

kill me too. But I couldn’t tell if  it was ketchup, not from inside my car. I w asn’t going to get out 

o f my car and look because that would just be the dumbest thing a person could ever do when 

there’s a stranger at their car. And I w asn’t that dumb, but I was dumb enough to stay at the stop 

sign and talk to him.

Once again, I looked him straight in the eye and told him that I’m sorry I couldn’t help 

him. He looked straight back at me with an innocent face on as if  I was his last hope. As I drove 

away from him, I glanced in my rearview mirror and I could see him going up to the next car that 

was at the stop sign and repeating everything he just said to me. Maybe he’ll have more luck 

with the next car and if  not, then the car after that. I felt sorry for him but I couldn ’t risk my life.

I don’t understand why I felt this way. Maybe he really w asn’t crazy I thought, but I couldn’t 

tell. My heart was pounding through my chest so hard you could practically see it. My hands 

were shaking just as the rest o f my body, and I felt nervous. I’ve felt nervous before but not like 

this. This was an extreme nervousness, like an adrenaline rush. A million questions running
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through my head and none o f them I could answer. I sped home, and all I kept doing was looking 

in my rearview mirror to see if  he was following me. It was impossible for him to follow me 

because I  was speeding, but, at this point, I was paranoid and thought anything was possible.

As I pulled in my driveway, I was still nervous. I was scared to get out o f my car and 

walk to my house. So I sat in the car for five minutes telling m yself that I can’t stay in my car all 

night. I  pulled out my keys and held the house key in my hand. I  looked around several times 

before I opened my door to get out. I slammed my door and sprinted to my house. Trying to get 

my key in the lock as fast as I could while my hands were shaking was a little hard, but I finally 

got it. I opened the door and tried not to slam it behind me because it was late and everyone was 

sleeping. I leaned up against the door and took deep breaths. I  never ran that fast before in my 

life.

As I walked up the stairs, I saw that my mom was sleeping on the coach with the 

television on as usual. I tried to be quiet, but, o f course, I was so nervous I kept dropping things 

all over the place. She woke up, and the first thing she said to me was, “Are you okay?”, and I  

thought to m yself what I thing to ask at this particular moment. “Yeah, I ’m  fine” I  replied to her. 

I didn’t tell her what happened to me on the way home because I really was okay and I  didn’t 

want to make her worry. It’s not like she was going to stay awake for the story anyway. She fell 

back to sleep before I even answered her question. I w asn’t even sure if  she was awake when 

she asked me if  I was okay.

I called my girlfriend as soon as I got to my room and she asked what took me so long. I  

told her everything that ju st happened to me. I kept talking too fast for her so she kept telling me 

to calm down and take a deep breath. I  thought I was pretty calm but I  still had that adrenaline 

rush feeling inside me. Then she asked me a question that made me think.
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“W hy didn’t you call the police for him ?” she said. And I thought to myself, why didn’t I 

think o f that? I’m such an idiot!

“ I  guess I  was so nervous, I  couldn’t think straight,” I  replied.

I know that I’m not a good on the spot thinker, but I  was a little upset about the fact that 1 

could have just told the man that I  could call the police for him and maybe they could help him. 

Instead, I sat in my car and had a whole conversation with him and got him nowhere.

So there it happened, the scariest time o f my life. W hat a story to tell, what an 

experience to have felt. There are so many crazies out there that sometimes you can’t tell them 

apart from the normal. I had a hard time going to sleep that night because every time I closed my 

eyes I saw the innocent face he gave me, but my point o f view had changed. I w asn’t gullible 

anymore, and I will never trust anybody. Even though I didn’t trust anyone before this incident 

happen to me, I never really thought about it or enforced it in any way. Before, I would walk 

down the street and the person behind me was just a normal person like me. Now, every male 

that’s behind me is the stranger at my window. Everywhere I  walked, I  constantly looked behind 

me to make sure that no one is there and if  someone suspicious was behind me, I  would walk in 

to a store close by and let them pass me, or just cross the street. For example, one summer day I 

decided to walk to my girlfriend’s house because it was so nice out and I needed the exercise 

anyway, and this suspicious male was walking behind me for a while and I thought he was 

following me. I crossed the street and so did he. As I was passing by Shoprite, I  spotted a soda 

machine and started walking towards it. When I got to the soda machine, I looked at the drinks as 

if  I  was going to buy one. I waited until he passed by me to continue my journey to my 

girlfriend’s house. Long story short, I was just being paranoid.
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“Always keep the crazies in front o f you, so you could see them and what they’re doing” 

my cousin always tells me. And when I  get in my car, the first thing I do is make sure that my 

doors are locked and my phone is handy. I will never stop and have a conversation with a 

stranger at my window again. Not in this lifetime anyway.

Ever}where I go, that moment stays in the back o f my mind. I  remember it like it was 

yesterday. And when I think about it the adrenaline rush comes back to me and for a split second 

I get the chills. Sometimes I wonder what happened to him after I drove away that night. Maybe 

someone else out there was more gullible than 1 was. Maybe someone else was raped and killed 

that night, or maybe they were his hero.
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The essay was originally written for Professor Smith-Peter ’s History 401 Seminar. This is the 
last required class taken for History majors. It was a small class of about 12 people who met in a 
somewhat informal discussion group o f the weekly assignment. This course required a great deal 
of reading, research and written assignments. At the end of the semester the class had an over 
and under pool on how long my essay would be. Apparently, I have developed a reputation for 
writing rather long assignments, and for long answers in class, and probably for being at some 
o f the historic events we studied, since at 52 years old I am certain the younger students see guys 
like me as a little old for school. Professor Smith-Peter encouraged me to submit the essay for 
the Inkwell contest; I guess the History Department was hoping to show the campus that the 
history students can write, as well as, bury our heads in old stuffy research records. In any event, 
this was an interesting subject for me, and the research was fun; since I had the opportunity to 
work in the Manuscript Room of the New York Public Library, and bury my head in some old 
stuffy research records, which we all know, is what history students enjoy most!

“ In flu e n ce s  o f  E c o n o m ic  and N a tio n a l In terests on  M a n ife s t D e s tin y :

T h e  R o le  o f  the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n  

In  the Purchase o f  A la s k a  b y  the  U n ite d  States”

B y  K e ith  S tap le ton

In tro d u c tio n

B y  the m id d le  o f  the  n in e tee n th  c e n tu ry  the U n ite d  States had d e fin e d  its  d om estic  and 

in te rn a tio n a l id e n t ity  w ith  the  im p o s it io n  o f  the  M o n ro e  D o c tr in e  and the g ro w in g  concep t o f  

M a n ife s t D e s tin y . These tw o  id e o lo g ie s  w ere  the  p r im a ry  tenets th a t d ro ve  A m e ric a n  expansion  

across the N o r th  A m e r ic a  co n tin en t. T h is  e xpa ns ion  w as n o t s im p ly  a g o ve rn m e n t in it ia te d  

m ove m e n t. Instead, i t  w as a p o w e rfu l s y m b io t ic  re la tio n s h ip  c o m b in in g  econ om ic  and 

c o m m e rc ia l business in te rests  w ith  the  in te rn a tio n a l g e o -p o lit ic a l goals o f  the  U n ite d  States 

g o v e rn m e n t’ s in terests th a t fu e le d  the engines o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y .
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T he  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  C o m p a n y ’ s co m m e rc ia l ve n tu re  to  connect the  N o rth  

A m e ric a n  c o n tin e n t w ith  E u rope  b y  e s ta b lish in g  an o ve rla n d  te leg raph  lin e  across R ussian  

A m e ric a  and S iberia  is a p r im a ry  e xam p le  o f  h o w  e co n o m ic  and co m m e rc ia l pubMc in terests 

co m b in e d  w ith  the n a tio n a l in terests o f  the  U n ite d  States g o ve rn m e n t to  w o rk  in  u n iso n  to  

expand  the te rr ito rie s  o f  the  U n ite d  States. T he  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d it io n  o f  1865- 

1867 w as an im p o rta n t source  o f  in te llig e n c e  fo r  the  U n ite d  States g o ve rn m e n t re g a rd in g  

R ussian  A m e ric a . T he  s c ie n tif ic  and g eo g rap h ic  in fo rm a tio n  gathered  b y  the s c ie n tif ic  a rm  o f  the 

W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g ra p h  E x p e d it io n  had  a s tra teg ic  ro le  in  the U n ite d  States g o v e rn m e n t’ s 

u lt im a te  d e c is io n  to  purchase  R ussian  A m e ric a  in  1867, w h ic h  w as then  renam ed A la ska . 

A lth o u g h  i t  is ce rta in  th e  E x p e d it io n  w as n o t the  s in g u la r im p e tu s  o f  th a t d ec is ion , i t  is an 

e x c e lle n t case s tu dy  o f  h o w  p riv a te  sec to r e n trep reneursh ip  and n a tio n a l p o lit ic a l goa ls w ere  

irre v o c a b ly  in te r-w o v e n  in  the  c u lm in a tio n  o f  o b ta in in g  the goals o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y .

H is to r io g ra p h y

H is to r ia n s  have  e xam in e d  T he  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d it io n  fo r  its  ro le  in  the 

purchase o f  A la s k a  b y  the  U n ite d  States as a b y -p ro d u c t o f  its  o r ig in a l purpose  -  th a t o f  

e x p lo r in g  the  R ussian  A m e ric a n  te r r ito ry  to  f in d  a rou te  fo r  an o v e rla n d  te leg ra ph  lin e . T y p ic a lly ,  

th is  research has been d e fin e d  in  the c o n te x t o f  w h e th e r o r n o t in fo rm a tio n  fro m  the E x p e d it io n  

w as used b y  the  U n ite d  States g o ve rn m e n t in  its  d e c is io n  to  m ake  the purchase. D e b ra  L in d s a y  is 

e m p h a tic a lly  aga inst in fo rm a tio n  fro m  the E x p e d itio n  -  and s p e c if ic a lly  any ro le  o f  in fo rm a tio n  

h e ld  at the  S m ith so n ia n  L is t itu te  —  o f  h a v in g  had a ny  in flu e n c e  on  the purchase  o f  A la ska :

F o r exam ple , a lth o u g h  i t  has been argued th a t B a ird  w as in s tru m e n ta l in  the 

purchase o f  A la s k a , because S m ith so n ia n  data w ere  g iv e n  to  p ro -p u rch ase  

p o lit ic ia n s , the  a rg um en t th a t S m ith so n ia n  science w as the han dm a id en  o f
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m a n ife s t d e s tin y  in  the 1860s cannot be substantia ted  on  the basis o f  e m p ir ic a l 

data deposited  at the  In s titu tio n  b e fo re  the  s p rin g  o f  1867.

E ve n  th o u g h  B a ird  and D a li asserted th a t th e y  had p ro v id e d  the data e na b ling  

m em bers o f  the  U n ite d  States g o ve rn m e n t to  h o ld  an in fo rm e d  debate on the 

m e rits  o f  R ussian  A m e ric a , such w as s im p ly  n o t the  case.’

A  second e xam p le  is o ffe re d  b y  M o rg a n  B . S h e rw o o d ’ s o p in io n : “ T he  fa c t rem ains tha t 

e ve ry  scrap o f  in fo rm a tio n  about A la s k a  w as w e lc o m e  because so fe w  scraps ex is ted ; b u t to  

connect a ny  p a rtic u la r  b o d y  o f  in fo rm a tio n  w ith  S e w ard ’ s purchase and the vo tes o f  the 

C ongress is a q ue stionab le  p ro ce d u re .”  ̂ S he rw oo d  also p ro v id e s  P ro fesso r S.R. T o m p k in s ’ 

o p in io n  on  the im p o rta n ce  o f  the  E x p e d itio n , w h ic h  a ltho ug h  som ew ha t less ce rta in , is fa r  fro m  

an e m p h a tic  endorsem ent o f  i t  h a v in g  p la ye d  a ro le : “ P ro fesso r S.R. T o m p k in s ’ estim ate  o f  the 

T e le g ra p h  E x p e d it io n ’ s ro le  is m ore  re a lis tic : ‘ I t  m a y  have fa c ilita te d ’ the purchase o f  A la s k a ,”  

he says.

T he re  are also those  fro m  the  R ussian  p e rspective  w h o  do n o t adhere to  the p rem ise  tha t 

the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g ra p h  E x p e d it io n  p la ye d  a ro le  in  the U n ite d  States g o v e rn m e n t’ s 

d e c is io n  to  purchase A la s k a . A n  e xam p le  o f  th is  p o s it io n  fro m  the R ussian  perspective  can be 

fo u n d  in  Russia’s American Colony. In  d iscuss ing  rev ised  R ussian  h is to r io g ra p h y  on the sale o f  

R ussian  A m e ric a  b y  R uss ia , H o w a rd  K u s h n e r’ s ana lys is  o f  such R ussian  h is to ria n s  as P ro fessor 

N .N . B o lk h o v it in o v  in fe rs  tha t c o m m e rc ia l and e xpa ns ion is t pressures in  the  U n ite d  States had

 ̂Debra Lindsay, Science in the Subarctic: Trappers, Traders, and the Smithsonian Institution, (Washington, D.C.: 
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1993), 123.
 ̂Morgan B. Sherwood, Exploration of Alaska,1865-1900, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1965), 33.
 ̂ Ibid. 33.
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no  b ea rin g  on  the purchase o f  A la s k a , thus b y  d e fa u lt the  E x p e d itio n  had no in flu e n c e  in  the  

purchase d ec is ion :

W e  have reached  the iro n ic  h is to r io g ra p h ic a l s itu a tio n  w h ic h  fin d s  S o v ie t 

h is to ria n s  suggesting  th a t the  U n ite d  States a cqu ire d  R uss ian  A m e ric a  because i t  

w as shrew d, w h ile  A m e ric a n  h is to ria n s , b y  and la rge  a ttr ib u te d  the purchase to  

th e ir  n a tio n ’ s m ind lessness. N eve rthe less , a detente  consensus seems to  em erge 

w ith  b o th  S o v ie t and N o r th  A m e ric a n  scholars ag ree ing  th a t the  cession o f  A la s k a  

to o k  p lace  in  a c o n te x t o f  m u tu a l g o o d w ill.

Those  fe w  stud ies b y  N o r th  A m e ric a n s  w h ic h  suggest th a t the A la s k a  Purchase 

w as the re su lt o f  e xp a n s io n is t pressures b y  the A m e ric a n  g o ve rn m e n t and specia l 

business concerns re m a in  in  the  d is t in c t m inority ."^

H o w e v e r, in  h e r a ccou n t o f  the E x p e d itio n , R ose m a ry  N e e rin g  com es to  the co n c lu s io n  th a t there  

w as a d ire c t co n n e c tio n  be tw een  the purchase  o f  A la s k a  and the  data  co lle c ted . “ T he  R uss ian- 

A m e ric a n  T e le g rap h  p ro je c t and the purchase  o f  A la s k a  w ere  c lo s e ly  re la te d ,”  ̂ she says. T he  

idea  th a t the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le grap h  E x p e d it io n ’ s c o m m e rc ia l ente rp rise  had undertones o f  

A m e ric a n  e xp a n s io n ism  w as stated even  m o re  b o ld ly  b y  R ussian w rite rs  d u r in g  the C o ld  W a r. 

W il l ia m  H u n t q u o tin g  fro m  L .M  S ta ro k a d o m s k iy ’ s b o o k  Five Voyages in the Arctic Ocean 

p ro v id e s  a d if fe re n t p e rsp e c tive  fro m  the R ussian  p o in t o f  v ie w . “ T h is  is a reconnaissance  -  in  

depth  o f  R u ss ia ’ s N o r th  E aste rn  te r r ito ry , to w h ic h  the  g re ed y  hands o f  fo re ig n  traders had lo n g

Howard Kushner, "The Significance of the Alasica Purchase to Annerican Expansion," in S. Frederick Starr, (ed.), 
Russia's American Colony, (Durhann University Press, 1987), 297.
 ̂Rosemary Neering, Continental Dash: The Russian-American Telegraph, (Ganges, BC; Horsdal &Schubart, 1989), 

209-210.
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been g ra sp in g .”   ̂ H u n t p o in ts  o u t th a t S ta ro ka d o m sk iy  m a y  have  h is  dates m ix e d -u p  w ith  the 

la te r 1899 g o ld  rush, w h ic h  also b ro u g h t S ib eria  in to  A m e ric a n  in terests; how eve r, even i f  th a t is 

co rrec t, S ta ro k a d o m s k iy ’ s o bse rva tion , th ou gh  p o li t ic a l ly  o ve r stated, is accurate in  regards to  

the  E x p e d it io n  p ro v id in g  an im p o rta n t reconnaissance o f  R ussian A m e ric a  fo r  the U n ite d  States 

gove rn m e n t.

T he  m a jo r ity  o f  p u b lis h e d  research has focused  on  the ro les  and e x p lo its  o f  the actors 

associated w ith  the E x p e d itio n . T he  q ue s tion  o f  the E x p e d it io n ’ s p lace  in  the  co n te x t o f  the 

U n ite d  States a tta in in g  M a n ife s t D e s tin y  has n o t been a p r im a ry  concern  o f  h is to r ic  research.

T he  p ro p o s itio n  tha t the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d it io n ’ s u n d e rl)d n g  c o m m e rc ia l ve n tu re  

is one e xam p le  o f  the  s y m b io t ic  re la tio n s h ip  o f  the  n a tio n a l and co m m e rc ia l d r iv in g  fo rces o f  

M a n ife s t D e s tin y  has n o t been fu l ly  exam ined . A lth o u g h  som e researchers such as C harles 

V e v ie r  have  touched  u p o n  the E x p e d itio n  in  th is  co n te x t, even h is  research does n o t fu l ly  e xp lo re  

the E x p e d it io n  as an agent o f  in fo rm a tio n  re la ted  to  the d e c is io n  o f  A la s k a ’ s purchase. V e v ie r  

concentra tes on  P e rry  M c D o n o u g h  C o ll in s ’ persona l a m b itio n s  and does n o t fu l ly  e xp lo re  h o w  

those a m b itio n s  w ere  extended  to  the  U n ite d  States g o v e rn m e n t’ s in v o lv e m e n t in  the E x p e d itio n .

P e rry  M c D o n o u g h  C o ll in s ’ C o m m e rc ia l V is io n

T here  is s u ff ic ie n t e v idence  to  dem onstra te  th a t, fro m  its  in c e p tio n , the W este rn  U n io n  

T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n  w o u ld  serve as a d e -fa c to  in te llig e n c e  g a th e rin g  agent fo r  the  U n ite d  States 

g ove rn m e n t. I t  is v i ta l ly  im p o rta n t to  v ie w  th is  co m m e rc ia l ve n tu re  in  its  to ta lity  fro m  its  earlies t 

co n ce p tio n  b y  P e rry  M c D o n o u g h  C o llin s . I t  is C o ll in s ’ o r ig in a l v is io n  o f  the c o m m e rc ia l 

im p o rta n ce  o f  b o th  th is  u n d e rta k in g  and R ussian A m e ric a ’ s o v e ra ll e con om ic  p o te n tia l tha t

 ̂William R. Hunt, Arctic Passage: The Turbulent History of the Land and People o f the Bering Sea 1697-1975, (New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1975), 272-273.
 ̂Charles Vevier, "The Collins Overland Line and American Continentalism", The Pacific Historical Review, vol. 28, 

No. 3 (Aug., 1959), 237-253. http://www.istor.ore/stable/3636469. (accessed 3/11/2009).
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p ro v id e d  the  im pe tus  fo r  the even tua l u n d e rta k in g  o f  the ven tu re . In  Alaska: An American 

Colony, C o ll in s ’ c o m m e rc ia l h is to ry  is traced  b a ck  to  the  1 850 ’ s as a source o f  in fo rm a tio n  on 

A la s k a ’ s e con om ic  p o te n tia l:

T he  A m e ric a n s  a c tu a lly  had cons ide rab le  k n o w le d g e  o f  R ussian  A m e ric a .

A  decade e a rlie r, in  the  e a rly  1850s, a p ro m o te r and A m e ric a n  

e xpa ns ion is t nam ed P e rry  M c D o n o u g h  C o llin s  associated w ith  the 

A m e ric a n  C o m m e rc ia l C o m p a n y  in  San F ra n c isco  had w o rk e d  w ith  

C a lifo rn ia ’ s S ena to r W il l ia m  G w in n  to  in te re s t the  A m e ric a n  g o ve rn m e n t 

in  a trade m is s io n  to  the A m u r  R iv e r  re g io n . U .S . P res iden t F ra n k lin  

P ie rce  was a cco m m o d a tin g , and in  W a s h in g to n , D .C ., S toe ck l had 

endorsed the ide a  e n th u s ia s tic a lly  and eased C o ll in s ’ w a y  w ith  o f f ic ia ls  in  

S t.Petersburg.^

C o ll in s ’ co m m e rc ia l in te re s t in  the  R uss ian  A m e ric a  te rr ito r ie s  c o m b in e d  the n in e tee n th  

c e n tu ry ’ s te c h n o lo g ic a l advances in  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  w ith  the  d e ve lo p m e n t o f  the te leg raph  and 

em barked  h im  on  th is  p o te n t ia lly  lu c ra t iv e  ve n tu re . T e le g rap h  n e tw o rk s  -  the  n ine teen th  

c e n tu ry ’ s e q u iv a le n t o f  to d a y ’ s te lephone  and in te rn e t n e tw o rk s  -  w ere  l in k in g  E u rop e  and the 

U n ite d  States w ith in  th e ir  o w n  borders .

T he  te leg ra ph  re v o lu tio n iz e d  the w a y  businesses and g ove rn m e n ts  co m m u n ica te d  w ith  one 

ano the r w h ile  b e c o m in g  a successfu l c o m m e rc ia l en te rprise . O ne o f  the m a in  tasks le f t  w as to  

l in k  E u rop e  w ith  the  N o r th  A m e ric a n  c o n tin e n t and the e co n o m ic  and p o lit ic a l le v ia th a n  o f  the 

U n ite d  States. A s  e a rly  as 1857, a ttem pts  had been m ade to  l in k  the  tw o  co n tin e n ts  w ith  an

Stephen Haycox, Alaska: An American Colony, (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2002), 151.

32



u n d e rw a te r cable  u n d e r the  A t la n t ic  Ocean. C o llin s  p ro v id e d  the v is io n  fo r  an a lterna te  rou te  to  

p ro v id e  th is  im p o rta n t co m m u n ic a tio n s  b ridg e . H is  e x tens ive  k n o w le d g e  o f  R ussian  A m e ric a  and 

Y u k o n  te rr ito r ie s  a lo n g  w ith  h is  g ro w in g  p o lit ic a l and c o m m e rc ia l contacts w ith in  R ussia  and 

A m e ric a  co n v in ce d  h im  the  co n n e c tio n  sh o u ld  be b u i l t  across th is  la n d  b rid g e  and the short 

u n d e rw a te r d is tance  o f  the  B e r in g  S tra its .

C o llin s  w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  jo in  fo rces w ith  H ira m  S ib le y , p res iden t o f  the  W e ste rn  U n io n  

T e le g rap h  C om p a n y , to  pursue  the e s tab lish m en t o f  the  o ve rla n d  te leg raph  co nn ec tio n . T he  

ve n tu re , w h ic h  w o u ld  becom e  k n o w  as the  “ W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n ,”  w o u ld  

com pete  w ith  C yru s  F ie ld s ’ A t la n t ic  T e le g rap h  C o m p a n y ’ s a tte m p t at an u n d e rw a te r c o n n e c tio n  

across the  A t la n t ic  O cean. A s  stated b y  W il l ia m  R. H u n t, the ve n tu re  w as lo o k e d  u p o n  as a 

v ia b le  ente rp rise : “ S am ue l M o rse , the in v e n to r  o f  the  te leg raph , c o u ld  see no  in su rm o u n ta b le  

d if f ic u lt ie s . H ira m  S ib le y , fo u n d e r and p re s id e n t o f  the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  C om pa n y, 

th o u g h t the  w h o le  th in g  p ra c tica b le . Senator M il to n  L a th a m , a p o lit ic a l b a cke r o f  C o llin s , argued 

th a t the en te rp rise  w o u ld  s trengthen  A m e r ic a ’ s p o w e r as a g reat c o m m e rc ia l n a tio n .”  ̂ T he  

u n d e rta k in g  seems to  have  had a ll the  p o rten ts  o f  a success: the  b a c k in g  o f  a p o w e rfu l business 

in te rest, the  in v e n to r  o f  the  u n d e r ly in g  te c h n o lo g y  the ve n tu re  hoped  to  se ll, and la s t ly  the  

su p p o rt o f  a n a tio n a l g o v e rn m e n t w ith  its  o w n  n a tio n a l agenda. H o w e v e r, the  A t la n t ic  T e le g rap h  

C o m p a n y  w o u ld  w in  the  race and in  1866 the U n ite d  States and E u rope  w o u ld  be lin k e d  b y  

te leg ra ph  v ia  the  u n d e rw a te r A t la n t ic  O cean cable. Y ears  la te r, in  a le tte r to  C yru s  F ie ld  

a ccep ting  an in v ita t io n  to  ce lebra te  the  A t la n t ic  C a b le ’ s a n n ive rsa ry  ce le b ra tion , H ira m  S ib le y  

reco un te d  the c o m m e rc ia l fa ilu re  o f  the  W e s te rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n :

 ̂William R. Hunt, Arctic Passage: The Turbulent History of the Land and People o f the Bering Sea 1697-1975, (New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1975), 160.
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W e  rem em be r th a t at the tim e  o f  y o u r success a no the r o f  the o ld  B e rk s h ire ’ s 

sons was engaged w ith  others in  an e ffo r t  to  u n ite  the co n tin en ts  b y  the 

C o llin s  O v e rla n d  v ia  R ussia  -  y o u r success w as o u r defeat. W e  a d m it y o u r 

p la n  the best and its  a cco m p lish m e n t one o f  the  greatest ach ievem ents 

[re m a in in g  las t lin e  i l le g ib le ] . ” ’ ^

Perhaps S ib le y  sh ou ld  have  conso led  h im s e lf  to  the fa c t the W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  

E x p e d itio n  w as n o t a to ta l co m m e rc ia l fa ilu re  as f ir s t  th o u g h t, and tha t i t  a lso  p la ye d  an 

im p o rta n t ro le  in  f u l f i l l in g  a s ig n if ic a n t e xpans ion  o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y  b y  e xp a n d in g  A m e r ic a ’ s 

reach ou ts ide  the c o n tig u o u s  N o r th  A m e ric a n  c o n tin e n t, c la im in g  an im p o rta n t e co n o m ic  asset, 

and e s ta b lish in g  a p os t to  p ro te c t its  N o r th w e s t and P a c ific  e co n o m ic  in terests. T he  purchase  o f  

A la s k a  fro m  R ussia  a cco m p lish e d  these and m a n y  o th e r b e n e fits  th a t w o u ld  be re a lize d  b y  the 

U n ite d  States in  the near and d is ta n t fu tu re .

U n ite d  States E x p a n s io n is m

B y  the tim e  the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  C o m p a n y ’ s ve n tu re  to  b u ild  an o ve rla n d  

te leg raph  lin e  across R uss ian  A m e ric a  sta rted  in  1865, the A m e ric a n  C iv i l  W a r  had  ended, and 

the U n ite d  States w as once aga in  a n a tio n  o f  u n ite d  peop le , a lth o u g h  s e c tio n a lis m  w o u ld  d riv e  

the p o lit ic a l agendas o f  the  va rio u s  reg ions  o f  the  c o u n try  fo r  the  fo reseeable  fu tu re . T h e  C iv i l  

W a r  gave rise  to  n e w  te chn o lo g ie s  tha t w e re  n o w  tu rn e d  to  p ea ce fu l m eans. T he  te leg raph  and 

the tran scon tin en ta l ra ilro a d  had u n ite d  the  East and  W e st coasts o f  the c o u n try  and w ere  v ita l 

com ponen ts  o f  an e xp a n d in g  econom y. T he  g ro w in g  p o p u la t io n  o f  the  U n ite d  States c o m b in e d

The New York Public Library, Manuscript and Archives Division, Cyrus Field Papers box 3, folder 3, folder name; 
Atlantic Cable/Atlantic Telegraph Corres. 1858-1873. Letter dated Rochester N.Y. March 10‘  ̂ 1879.
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w ith  these n e w  te ch n o lo g ie s  to  d riv e  the se ttlem en t o f  the  c o u n try ’ s in te r io r  and push the P la ins 

In d ia ns  e ver w e s tw a rd  to  the even tua l c o n s o lid a tio n  o f  the reserva tions. A u th o r  Paul Johnson 

p ro v id e s  an ana lys is  o f  th is  p o p u la tio n  g ro w th : “ A m e ric a n  a u th o ritie s  th o u g h t b ig , and ahead, 

because b y  the  late 1860s th e y  w ere  consc ious th a t the  U n ite d  States w as e xpand ing , and its  

peop le  m u lt ip ly in g , fa s te r than  any o the r c o u n try  in  h is to ry .” *' T he  c o u n try  w as e n te rin g  a p e rio d  

o f  c o n s o lid a tin g  its  e xp a n s io n  across the  N o rth  A m e ric a n  co n tin e n t and fu l f i l l in g  the  p ro p h e cy  o f  

M a n ife s t D e s tin y , and the  M o n ro e  D o c tr in e . A lth o u g h  these tw o  concepts had d if fe re n t 

o rig in s , th e y  c o m b in e d  to  set the tone  o f  A m e ric a n  E xp a n s io n ism . T he  M o n ro e  D o c tr in e  was 

p ro n o u n ce d  b y  P res iden t James M o n ro e  d u r in g  h is  annua l m essage to  C ongress on D ece m b e r 2, 

1823. I t  dec la red  in  e ffe c t th a t the “ A m e ric a n  co n tin en ts  w ere  n o t to  be conside red  subjects fo r  

fu tu re  c o lo n iz a tio n  b y  E uropean  pow ers , and, in  exchange, p ro m ise d  no U .S  in te rfe re nce  w ith  

e x is tin g  E uropean  possessions.” '^ T h is  d e c la ra tio n  w as a ca lcu la te d  r is k  at a tim e  w he n  the 

U n ite d  States was b y  a ll accounts n o t p o w e rfu l enough  to  e n fo rce  i t  aga inst p o te n tia l E uropean 

encroachm ents. H o w e v e r, i t  served n o tic e  th a t the  U n ite d  States had preserved  N o r th  A m e ric a  as 

its  e x c lu s iv e  sphere o f  in flu e n c e . P r io r  to  the  C iv i l  W a r the  U n ite d  States had expanded its  

te r r ito r ia l ga ins b y  e xp a n d in g  in to  T exas, O reg on  and the M e x ic o  te rr ito r ie s  d u rin g  the 1 84 0 ’ s. 

T he  te rm  “ M a n ife s t D e s tin y ”  w as co in e d  in  the m id -1 8 4 0 ’ s b y  the Jackson ian  jo u rn a lis t  John 

O ’ S u lliv a n  in  response to  th is  c o n tin u in g  e xpa ns ion ; “ T he  ‘ m a n ife s t d e s tin y ’ o f  the U n ite d  

States,”  he w ro te , in  1845, “  w as to  overspread  the co n tin e n t a llo tte d  b y  P ro v id en ce  fo r  the free

Paul Johnson, A History o f the American People, (New York: JHarper Collins, 1997), 513-518.
^^Erlk Bruun, Jay Crosby, (eds.). Living History America: The History of the United States in Documents, Essays, 
Letters, Songs and Poems. (New York: Black Dog & Leventhal Publishers, lnc.,1999). 257-258.
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d e ve lo p m e n t o f  o u r re s p o n s ib ility  to  e x p lo it  the  abundance o f  n a tu ra l resources and c iv i l iz e  the 

great expanse o f  the N o r th  A m e ric a n  C o n tin e n t.” ’ ^

W ith  the end o f  the  A m e ric a n  C iv i l  W a r, the  c o u n try  w itne ssed  a n e w  v ig o r  in  p e o p le ’ s 

desire  to  re a lize  the A m e ric a n  dream  o f  p o s te r ity  w ith  a rev ised  v i ta l i ty  fo r  w e s tw a rd  

e xpa ns ion ism . T he s e e m in g ly  lim itle s s  la n d  p ro m is e d  the re a liz a tio n  o f  so m a n y  hopes; th is  

c o m b in e d  w ith  A m e r ic a n ’ s sense o f  in e v ita b i li ty  and g o ve rn m e n t d o c tr in e  p ro v id e d  the im p e tus  

fo r  the  f in a l fu l f i l lm e n t  o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y  on  the N o r th  A m e ric a n  co n tin e n t. In  h is  b o o k  

Exploration o f Alaska, 1865-1900, M o rg a n  B . S h e rw oo d  p ro v id e s  an e x c e lle n t p e rspe ctive  o f  

th is  pheno m e no n  in  re la t io n  to  the W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n :

T he  in te rc o n tin e n ta l te leg ra ph  w as a p ro je c t in  the tra d it io n  o f  A m e ric a n  

e xpa ns ion ism , fo r  w h ic h  the  s logan  -  M a n ife s t D e s tin y  -  w as co in e d  in  the 

1840s and w h ic h  had its  las t spectacu la r o v e rt express ion  in  the Span ish- 

A m e ric a n  W a r  near the end o f  the  ce n tu ry . A  sense o f  m is s io n  im p e lle d  the 

A m e ric a n  w e s tw a rd  to  spread h is  c iv i liz a t io n ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  h is  com m erce , fro m  

shore to  shore. T e r r ito r ia l a c q u is it io n  fro m  A t la n t ic  to  P a c ific  w as o n ly  the 

f ir s t  phase o f  a la rg e r g e o p o lit ic a l des ign  to  c o n tro l the  trade  o f  A s ia . ...

M u c h  o f  w h a t w as done o r n o t done in  the  e x p lo ra tio n  o f  A la s k a  b e tw een  

1865 and 1900 can be tie d  to  the  w a x in g  and w a n in g  o f  e xp a n s io n is t 

sen tim en t. T he  f ir s t  sys tem atic  A m e ric a n  in v e s tig a tio n  o f  in te r io r  A la s k a  was 

undertaken  in  search o f  a pa th  fo r  the  te le g ra p h , and one o f  the las t s c ie n tif ic

13
Cari Shurz, "Manifest Destiny", Harper's New Monthly Magazine, Volume 87, Issue 521; October 1893. 

http://mennorv.loc.ROv/cRi-bin/querv/r?annmenn/neps:(a)field(DOCID+(5)lit(ABK4014-0087-82). (Accessed 
10/18/09).
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surveys in  the  c e n tu ry  w as sponsored  b y  E d w a rd  H a rr im a n , the  ra ilro a d  

m ag na te .’ "̂

A lth o u g h  he argues a ga in s t the W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n  b e in g  a fa c to r  in  the U n ite d  

States G o v e rn m e n t’ s d e c is io n  to  purchase A la s k a , M o rg a n ’ s p e rspective  does v ie w  the 

c o m m e rc ia l in terests i t  represented  as a s tron g  d r iv in g  fa c to r  in  te rm s o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y . 

M o rg a n ’ s p e rspe c tive  c o rre c t ly  show s the re la tio n s h ip  o f  c o m m e rc ia l in terests p la y in g  an 

im p o rta n t ro le  in  f u l f i l l in g  John O ’ S u lliv a n ’ s p re m ise  o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y .

T he  c o n tin u in g  in f lu x  o f  im m ig ra n ts , the  g ro w in g  e con om ic  p o w e r o f  the  U n ite d  States, 

and d e ve lo p m e n t o f  n e w  te chn o lo g ie s  created c o n tin u e d  pressure to  d eve lo p  n ew  m arke ts  fo r  

U n ite d  States businesses. P e rry  C o llin s  w as n o t the  o n ly  businessm an lo o k in g  at A s ia  to  sa tis fy  

th is  need; the  expa ns ion  o f  the  c o u n try  to  the  P a c ific  a u to m a tic a lly  opened n e w  m arke ts  and 

in d u s trie s  th a t depended a great dea l on  the G o v e rn m e n t’ s a b i l ity  to  p ro te c t the  P a c ific  and 

P a c ific  N o rth w e s t re g io n s  o f  the co u n try . A f te r  the  purchase w as m ade and the tre a ty  s igned w ith  

R ussia , T he  C o m m itte e  on  F o re ig n  A f fa ir s  p u b lis h e d  a re p o rt dated M a y  18, 1868 e n title d , “ The  

M o tiv e s  W h ic h  L e d  the  U n ite d  States G o ve rn m e n t to  M a k e  the Purchase o f  A la s k a ,” ’  ̂ w h ic h  

stated the  p o lit ic a l and  e co n o m ic  reasons fo r  the  purchase. T h is  c le a rly  show s the U n ite d  States 

G o v e rn m e n t’ s in te res t in  p u rch a s in g  A la s k a  fi-om  R ussia . H o w e v e r, a purchase o f  th is  size, 

regardless o f  its  p e rce ive d  a n d /o r actua l s tra teg ic  im p o rta n ce , is n o t consum m ated  w ith o u t a 

p ro p e r reconnaissance  o f  its  e n v iro n s  b e ing  co m p le te d . In  the case o f  A la ska , th is  in v o lv e d  

sources o f  in fo rm a tio n  p ro v id e d  b y  the e x p lo ra tio n  in it ia te d  b y  the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e leg raph

Morgan B. Sherwood, Exploration of Alaska,1865-1900, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1965), 15. 
Archie W. Shields, The Purchase of Alaska, (Alaska: The University of Alaska Press and Alaska Purchase

Centennial Commission, 1967), 4.
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E x p e d itio n  be tw een  1865 -1867 . T he  s c ie n tif ic  and g e o lo g ic a l in fo rm a tio n  th a t c o u ld  p la y  an 

im p o rta n t ro le  in  m a k in g  a d e te rm in a tio n  fo r  the  purchase w as m a in ly  gathered  b y  the 

E x p e d it io n ’ s S c ie n tif ic  C orps u n d e r the auspices o f  the  S m ith so n ia n  In s titu te . T o  be tte r 

understand  the  ev idence  su p p o rtin g  the E x p e d it io n  p la y in g  a ro le  in  the purchase d ec is ion , i t  is 

im p o rta n t to  have an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  v a rio u s  actors and in s t itu tio n s , a lo n g  w ith  th e ir  

persona l, co m m e rc ia l, and  p o lit ic a l agendas in  such an u n d e rta k in g . I t  is a lso  im p o rta n t to  

separate the  in te n tio n a l f lo w  o f  in fo rm a tio n  b e tw e en  the U n ite d  States G o v e rn m e n t and the 

E x p e d itio n , and the a b i l ity  o f  g o ve rn m e n t o f f ic ia ls  to  research on  th e ir  o w n  in fo rm a tio n  about 

the  e xp e d itio n .

T h e  W e s te rn  U n io n  T e le g ra p h  E x p e d it io n  A s  a Source o f  In fo rm a t io n

B e fo re  a n a ly z in g  the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d it io n ’ s ro le  in  the  A la s k a n  

purchase, tw o  o the r p a ra lle l aspects o f  the  E x p e d itio n  m u s t be e xam in e d : the e xpecta tions  o f  the 

co m m e rc ia l re tu rn  o f  the  business ve n tu re , and its  ro le  in  fo s te r in g  M a n ife s t D e s tin y . T he  

ju x ta p o s it io n  o f  tw o  d ocum ents, the announcem en t o f  the business ve n tu re  b y  W e ste rn  U n io n ’ s 

B o a rd  o f  D ire c to rs  on  M a rc h  24, 1864, and a re p o rt to  C ongress -  dated  F e b ru a ry  18, 1861 b y  

M r .  John C ochrane  fro m  the C o m m itte e  on  C om m erce  -  p re ce d in g  the  agreem ent o f  W e s te rn  

U n io n  to  u n d e rw rite  th e  ve n tu re  as a p riv a te  ente rp rise  p ro v id e  e x c e lle n t pe rspectives o f  the 

expected  n a tio n a l and c o m m e rc ia l business re tu rns  o f  the  enterprise .

T he  grand  en te rp rise  o f  u n it in g  E u rop e  and A m e r ic a  b y  o v e rla n d  T e le g ra p h ic  

c o m m u n ic a tio n  b y  w a y  o f  B e h r in g  S tra it, has b een  inaugura ted  u n d e r the auspices 

o f  th is  C om pa n y . T he g rea t im p o rta n ce  o f  the  u n d e rta k in g , i f  su c c e s s fu lly
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a ccom p lishe d , as i t  is b e lie v e d  i t  w i l l  be, n o t o n ly  to  th is  co m p an y  b u t to  the 

com m erce  and c iv i l iz a t io n  o f  the  w o r ld , can h a rd ly  be o v e r-e s tim a te d .’ ^

T he  re p o rt to  C ongress th a t preceded W e ste rn  U n io n ’ s announcem ent p ro v id e d  a m ore  p ro fo u n d  

e xp la n a tio n  o f  these re tu rn s  in  te rm s o f  the  te le g ra p h ’ s g lo b a l reach and the p o te n tia l o f  the 

R ussian  A m e ric a  te rr ito r ie s  fo r  fu tu re  c o m m e rc ia l ventures:

In  fa c t, the p ro po sed  lin e  fro m  O reg on  to  the south  o f  th e  A m o o r  can u n d o u b te d ly  

be b u i l t  fo r  less th a t the A t la n t ic  cable cost.

T he re  are n o w  in  E u rop e  som e one h u n d red  and f i f t y  thousand m ile s  o f  te leg raph , 

and in  A m e ric a  f i f t y  o r s ix ty  thousand  m ile s , p ro d u c in g  a revenue o f  p ro b a b ly  ten  

m il l io n s  o f  d o lla rs  a nn ua lly .

U n ite  a ll these line s , and m ake  th em  su b s id ia ry  to  the  great w o r ld -e n c irc lin g  

te leg raph , and i t  m u s t becom e one o f  the  m o s t lu c ra tiv e  inves tm en ts  poss ib le .

I f  th is  lin e  s h o u ld  be f in a l ly  construc ted , i t  leaves n o th in g  m ore  fo r  hum an  

en te rp rise  to  a ch ieve  in  te le g ra p h ic  c o m m u n ic a tio n  excep t to  f i l l  up  gaps and 

co n s tru c t la te ra l lines. I t  w i l l  encom pass the earth  o ve r a rou te  fo rm e d  b y  nature ,

16 O.H. Palmer, Secretary Western Union Telegraph Company By Order of the Board of Directors, 
Statement of the Origin and Progress of the Russian American Telegraph Western Union Extension, 
Collins' Overland Line, via Behring Strait And Asiatic Russia to Europe, (Rochester, New York: "Evening 
Press" Book and Job Printing Office. May 1866), 7.
http://books.google.com/books7id-dtkOAAAAYAAJ&dq=western+union&ie=ISO-8859- 
l&outPUt=:html&source-gbs navlinks. (accessed October 17, 2009).
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and to  w h ic h  there  can be no  r iv a l,  i t  a ccom plishes e ve ry th in g , sa tis fies  e ve ry

1 n
in te res t, penetra tes in to  v e ry  n a tio n  and c o u n try , pervades the  w h o le  earth.

T he  C o m m itte e  on C om m erce  expounds fu rth e r  on  the  re g io n ’ s c o m m e rc ia l and n a tio n a l in te res t 

p o te n tia l, a lo n g  w ith  the  im p o rta n ce  fo r  the  e x p lo ra tio n  o f  the  re g io n :

A s  to  R ussian  A m e ric a , so l i t t le  k n o w n  to  o u r com m erce  (because o f  the  e xc lu s ive  

g ra n t to  the R uss ian  A m e ric a n  C o m p a n y  o f  its  trade  and co m m erce , in te rn a l and 

e x te rn a l) h e re to fo re , w e  are l ik e ly ,  on  the e x p ira tio n  o f  th e ir  g ran t, in  1862, to  have 

a com m erce  a lso  in  th a t d ire c tio n , w h e n  i t  w i l l  a lso be h ig h ly  advantageous to  have 

a b e tte r k n o w le d g e  o f  its  coasts and w aters.

U n d e r a ll the c ircum stances o f  the  case, and in  v ie w  o f  o th e r b e n e fits  to  be d e riv e d  

fro m  the e x p lo ra tio n  and su rveys as p roposed  b y  M r .  C o llin s , the  c o m m itte e  

re co m m e n d  an adequate a p p ro p ria tio n  b y  C ongress in  o rd e r to  c a rry  o u t

1 S

su cce ss fu lly  the  v ie w s  o f  the  p e tit io n e r, and fo r  th a t purpose  re p o rt a b il l .

I t  is apparen t th a t a c o m p a n y  as in f lu e n t ia l as W e s te rn  U n io n  in  the  co m m erce  o f  the  U n ite d  

States e m p h a tic a lly  b e lie v e d  in  the  c o m m e rc ia l va lu e  o f  the  ve n tu re . I t  is a lso  apparent fro m  the 

re p o rt to  C ongress th a t the  g o ve rn m e n t w as b e in g  s o lic ite d  in  the  e m b ry o n ic  stages to  take an 

a c tive  in te res t in  the endeavor. T h is  s tra teg y  -  w h ic h  C o llin s  pursued  e a rly  on  h im s e lf  -  in ten de d

Ibid. 26-27.

Ibid. 27.
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to  connect the  business in terests a lo n g  w ith  g o ve rn m e n t in terests in  expa nd in g  A m e ric a n  

in flu e n c e  in  the  reg io n .

T he  ev idence  s u p p o rtin g  the W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n  as an agent o f  

in fo rm a tio n  to  the U n ite d  States g o v e rn m e n t is supported  b y  tw o  d if fe re n t avenues o f  reason ing . 

F irs tly , as stated b y  H e rm a  H o y t B r i f fa u l t  the  idea  o f  b u ild in g  the te leg raph  lin e  across R ussian 

A m e ric a  w as n eve r fa r  fro m  the h ig h e s t leve ls  o f  the  g o ve rn m e n t even d u rin g  the  tu m u ltu o u s  

p e rio d  o f  the  C iv i l  W a r, as ev idenced  b y  P res iden t A b ra h a m  L in c o ln ’ s m e n tio n  o f  i t  d u r in g  h is  

arm ual addresses to  C ongress.

A  re v ie w  o f  L in c o ln ’ s A im u a l Addresses to  C ongress fro m  1862-1864  reveals the ever 

in c re a s in g  in te res t in  the  ventu re :

D ece m b e r 1, 1862 -  I  have  fa v o re d  the p ro je c t fo r  co n n e c tin g  the U n ite d  States 

w ith  E u rope  b y  an A t la n t ic  te leg raph , and a s im ila r  p ro je c t to  extend  the te leg raph  

fro m  San F ra n c isco , to  co nn ect b y  a P a c ific  te leg ra ph  w ith  the  lin e  w h ic h  is b e ing  

e xtended  across the R ussian  E m p ire .

D ece m b e r 8, 1863 -  S a tis fa c to ry  a rrangem ents have been m ade w ith  the E m p e ro r 

o f  R ussia, w h ic h , i t  is b e lie v e d , w i l l  re s u lt in  e ffe c tin g  a co n tin uo us  lin e  o f  

te leg raph  th ro u g h  th a t E m p ire  fro m  o u r P a c ific  Coast.

The New York Public Library,Manuscript and Archives Division, Herma Hoyt Briffault Papers, box 1, folder 1, 
folder name, "To the Yukon and Beyond", MS outline page 4.
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D ece m b e r 6, 1864 -  T he  p roposed  O v e rla n d  T e le g rap h  be tw een  A m e ric a  and 

E u rope , b y  the  w a y  o f  B e h r in g ’ s S tra its  and A s ia tic  R ussia , w h ic h  has been 

sanctioned  b y  C ongress at the  las t session, has been undertaken , u n d e r v e ry  

fa vo ra b le  c ircum stances, w ith  the  c o rd ia l g o o d -w il l  and su pp o rt as w e ll o f  th is  

g o ve rn m e n t as those o f  G rea t B r ita in  and

R ussia. Assurances have been re ce ive d  fro m  m o st o f  the  S outh  A m e ric a n  States 

o f  th e ir  h ig h  a p p re c ia tio n  o f  the  en te rp rise , and th e ir  readiness to  co -ope ra te  in  

c o n s tru c tin g  lin e s  tr ib u ta ry  to  th a t w o r ld -e n c irc lin g  co m m u n ic a tio n . I  lea rn  w ith  

m u ch  sa tis fa c tio n , th a t the  n o b le  des ign  o f  a te le g ra p h ic  c o m m u n ic a tio n  be tw een  

the Eastern  coast o f  A m e ric a  and G rea t B r ita in  has been renew ed  w ith  fu l l  

e xp e c ta tio n  o f  i t  e a r ly  accom plishm ent.^®

T he  m o s t sub tle  m e n tio n  o f  subjects re m o te ly  im p o rta n t to  an in c u m b e n t a d m in is tra tio n  carries 

g rea t w e ig h t in  the a tte n tio n  i t  is g iv e n  b y  the gove rn m e n t. T he  fa c t th a t d u r in g  th is  p e rio d , 

L in c o ln  w o u ld  take the  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e n tio n  the u n d e rta k in g  in  consecutives addresses to  

C ongress ind ica te s  a g re a t deal o f  in te re s t in  the  E x p e d itio n .

S econd ly , the  sponsor o f  the  s c ie n tif ic  a rm  o f  the  E x p e d it io n  w as a g o ve rn m e n t fu n d e d  

in s t itu t io n , w ith  e x ten s ive  p o lit ic a l connections . In  p a rtic u la r, the  cu ra to r o f  the  S m ith so n ia n  

In s titu te  —  w h ic h  w as a p p o in te d  w ith  the  task o f  se le c ting  the leade r R o b e rt K e n n ic o tt fo r  the 

s c ie n tif ic  a rm  o f  the E x p e d itio n  -  Spencer F u lle r to n  B a ird , w as re sp o n s ib le  fo r  d e v e lo p in g  the

Don E. Fehrenbacher, (ed.). Abrahom Lincoln: Speeches and Writings 1859-1865 Speeches,Letters, and 
Miscellaneous Writings, Presidential Messages and Proclamations. Vol.2, (New York: Literary Classics of 
the United States, Inc., 1989), 396, 541, 647-648.
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In s titu t io n  in to  the p re m ie r  re p o s ito ry  o f  s c ie n tif ic  data fo r  the  U n ite d  States g ove rn m e n t.^ ' T he  

s c ie n tif ic  data  c o lle c te d  b y  the  peop le  such as R o b e rt K e n n ic o tt, H e n ry  B arm is te r, and W il l ia m  

D a li w as deposited  in  the  S m ith son ia n . A n y  in fo rm a tio n  re s id in g  in  th is  fe d e ra lly  fu nd ed  

d e p o s ito ry  w as at the d isp o sa l o f  anyone in  the  U n ite d  States g ove rn m e n t. In  the case o f  the 

W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g ra p h  E x p e d itio n , the  s c ie n tif ic  e x p lo ra tio n  team  p ro v id e d  enough 

in fo rm a tio n  about the R u s s ia n -A m e ric a n  te rr ito rie s  to  be o f  g rea t use to  the e xpa ns ion is t lo b b y  in  

the g ove rn m e n t. T he  ro le  o f  the S m ith so n ia n  In s titu te  in  the p ro life ra t io n  o f  th is  in fo rm a tio n  is 

p la in ly  stated in  its  o w n  h is to r ic  record :

B a ird  w as able to  g a m e r C on gre ss io na l and p o p u la r su p p o rt b y  d em o n stra tin g  the 

va lu e  o f  h is  c o lle c tio n s . In  1866 he had te s tif ie d  b e fo re  C ongress about the va lu e  o f  

n a tu ra l resources in  A la s k a . A lth o u g h  c a lle d  “ S e w a rd ’ s fo l ly ” , B a ird  show ed  tha t 

A la s k a  possessed a w id e  range o f  n a tu ra l resources, fa r  b eyo nd  the va lu e  o f  the 

a sk in g  p rice . H e  c o u ld  p o in t to  the  la rge  c o lle c tio n s  fro m  A la s k a  amassed on  such 

e xp e d itio n s  as the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n , 1865-1867 . T he  in tre p id  

y o u n g  exp lo re rs  he m en to re d , such as R o b e rt K e n n ic o tt and W il l ia m  H ea ley  D a li,  

w e n t o u t on these e xp e d itio n s  and amassed vast c o lle c tio n s  w h ic h  served b o th  

s c ie n tif ic  and e c o n o m ic  purposes.

E ven  in  the n a tio n ’ s n e w ly  m in te d  n a tio n a l m useum , the p oss ib le  e co n o m ic  b en e fits  o f  A la s k a  

th a t w ere  d e riv e d  fro m  the E x p e d it io n ’ s e x p lo ra tio n s  w ere  cons ide red  im p o rta n t to  advise 

C ongress. A  k e y  f ig u re  o f  the  n a tio n ’ s s c ie n tif ic  c o m m u n ity  -  S pencer B a ird  -  te s tifie d  be fo re  

C ongress u t i l iz in g  the  in fo rm a tio n  gathered  b y  the  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n :

http://siarchives.si.edu/historv/exhibits/baird/bairde.htm. (accessed November 2, 2009). 
Ibid.
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O n  W ednesday, A p r i l  3, S um ner sum m oned  B a ird  to  the Senate C ham ber to  

d iscuss h is  a ppearing  b e fo re  the co m m itte e ; B a ird , in  tu rn , aw are th a t p u b h c  

se n tim en t w as based on  u n in fo rm e d  o p in io n s  instead  o f  reh ab le  in fo rm a tio n , 

p roposed  tha t S u m n e r prepare  “ a re p o rt o f  the  e x tens ive  resources and characte r 

o f  the  c o u n try  to  be fu rn is h e d  perhaps in  advance  o f  the  m e e tin g  o f  C ongress.”

B a ird  asked G e o rg e  G ib bs  w h e th e r he had  a c o p y  o f  the  w o rk  on the R ussian  

A m e ric a n  F u r C o m p a n y : “ I f  so, please le t m e k n o w  at once, I  c o u ld  p u t [H e n ry  

M a r ty n ] B a n n is te r [w h o  read R uss ian ] to  lo o k  i t  o ve r and see w h a t there  is in  i t  

b e a rin g  on  the q u a lit ie s .”  T h e n  he “ spent rest o f  day  g e tt in g  up  m em oranda  fo r  

[F r id a y ’ s te s tim o n y ].”  M r . S u m n e r’ s case fo r  the  characte r and va lue  o f  R ussian 

A m e ric a  w as ta k in g  shape.^^

T w o  sources o f  ev idence  le n d  cons ide rab le  w e ig h t to  the  idea th a t in fo rm a tio n  f lo w e d  

fro m  the v a rio u s  co m p on en ts  o f  the  E x p e d it io n  to  the U n ite d  States g ove rn m e n t. A lth o u g h  th e y  

are b o th  d ocu m e nted  e v id en ce  o f  the  g o v e rn m e n t’ s b e c o m in g  d ire c t ly  in v o lv e d , there  is a la c k  o f  

e m p ir ic a l ev idence  th a t has been d ocu m e n ted  c o n firm in g  the actua l f lo w  o f  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  

e ith e r o f f ic ia l  o r  u n o f f ic ia l  sources. S ecre ta ry  o f  State W il l ia m  S ew ard  -  the p r im a ry  p ro p o n e n t 

in  the g o ve rn m e n t o f  p u rc h a s in g  A la s k a  -  in  a le tte r dated  M a y  14, 1864 to  Z a c h a ry  C ha nd le r, 

C ha irm an  o f  the  C o m m itte e  on  C om m erce  fo r  the  U n ite d  States Senate, u n e q u iv o c a lly  states 

P e rry  C o ll in s ’ a ssoc ia tio n  w ith  the U n ite d  States g o ve rn m e n t:

I  p roceed  to  c o n s id e r the questions  w h e th e r the en te rp rise  deserves the  patronage 

M r . C o llin s  s o lic its  fo r  it. T h ro u g h o u t the  rem arks  w h ic h  I  have  thus fa r  

su b m itte d , I  have  n o t w ith o u t des ign  c a lle d  i t  M r . C o ll in s ’ ente rprise . I t  is t r u ly

23
Margaret Shannon, "Charles Sumner and the Alaska Purchase", Barbara Sweetland Smith and Redmond J. 

Barnett (eds.), Russian America: The Forgotten Frontier, (Tacoma, Washington: Washington State Historical 
Society, 1990), 113.
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h is , because i t  w as he a lone  w h o  co n v in ce d  and p ro je c te d  it, and w h o  has c lo the d  

i t  w ith  the su bs ta n tia l fo rm  w h ic h , enables the three  g rea t States, w hose  concerted  

a c tio n  he s o lic its , to  cause i t  to  be p u t in  ope ra tion . B u t in  ano ther sense i t  is 

e n tit le d  to  be regarded  as an en te rp rise  o f  the  g o ve rn m e n t o f  the  U n ite d  States. 

D u r in g  a ll the  t im e  th a t M r .  C o llin s  has been engaged in  m a tu r in g  and d e ve lo p in g  

it ,  and p re sen ting  i t  to  the c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  R ussia  and G rea t B r ita in , he has been 

a c tin g  und e r the  in s tru c tio n  and w ith  the a p p ro b a tio n  o f  the D e p a rtm e n t o f  State, 

and a k n o w le d g e  o f  th a t fa c t, has n o t been w ith h e ld  fro m  C ongress.

O n ly  th a t S ew ard  n e ve r p ro v id e s  any  d ire c t ev idence  o f  C o ll in s ’ ro le  as an agent o f  the  U .S . 

g o ve rn m e n t, the  fa c t the  S ecre ta ry  o f  S tate m ade such a sta tem ent, re fle c ts  the  deep seated 

in te res t o f  the  g ove rn m e n t. T he  second p iece  o f  ev idence  is the enactm ent o f  P u b lic  A c t -N o . l7 1  

app ro ved  b y  P res iden t L in c o ln  on  J u ly  1, 1864, a u th o r iz in g  the r ig h t o f  w a y  fo r  the lin e . T he  A c t  

i ts e lf  p ro v id e s  fo r  g o v e rn m e n t assistance in  the p ro s e c u tio n  o f  the ven tu re . T here  are tw o  

s p e c ific  re fe rences in  the  A c t  th a t sh o w  the g o v e rn m e n t’ s in v o lv e m e n t. T he  t it le  o f  the  A c t  i ts e lf  

show s the g o v e rn m e n t expects to  be an a c tive  a c to r in  the d e ve lo p m e n t o f  the  te leg raph  lin e , “ A n  

A c t  to  encourage and fa c ilita te  te le g ra p h ic  c o m m u n ic a tio n  be tw een  the E astem  and W e ste rn

r    _

C o n tin e n ts .”  T he  fo l lo w in g  e xce rp t fro m  S e c tion  2 o f  the  A c t  is a c lea r sta tem ent o f  d ire c t 

g o v e rn m e n t assistance b e in g  p ro v id e d  to  the E x p e d itio n :

A n d  i t  be fu r th e r  enacted . T ha t, in  o rd e r to  encourage and a id  the co n s tru c tio n  o f  

sa id  lin e  o f  te leg ra ph  b e yo n d  the  l im its  o f  the U n ite d  States, the  Secretary o f  the

O.H. Palmer, 51-52. (accessed October 17, 2009).

Ibid. 60.
45



N a v y  is a u th o rize d  to  d e ta il, fo r  the  use o f  the  su rveys and sound ings th a t p o r t io n  

o f  the P a c ific  coast, b o th  o f  A m e ric a  and A s ia , w h e re  i t  is p roposed  to  estabhsh 

such te leg raph , one steam  s a ilin g  vessel, in  h is  d is c re tio n , to  assist . . .  and 

g e n e ra lly  a ffo rd  assistance as m a y  be deem ed best ca lcu la te d  to  secure a 

successfu l p ro m o tio n  o f  the  enterprise.^^

T he  A c t  fu rth e r  de linea tes the  p r io r i ty  usage the g o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  e n jo y  and the m il i ta r y ’ s 

o rders to  p ro te c t the  te leg ra ph  lin e :

A n d  in  o rd e r to  secure the  same fro m  in ju ry  b y  savages o r  o th e r e v il-d is p o s e d  

persons, to  the  in te rru p tio n  o f  the p u b lic  business, the  S ecre ta ry  o^  W a r  is 

a u thorized , to  d ire c t the  com m anders o f  the  m il i ta ry  d is tr ic ts  o r s ta tions and 

o th e r o ffic e rs , a c tin g  u n d e r a u th o r ity  o f  the  U n ite d  States in  the  te rr ito r ie s  

trave rsed  b y  sa id  te leg raph , to  use any a va ila b le  fo rc e  at th e ir  co m m an d  to  

p ro te c t same.^^

I t  is d i f f ic u l t  to  argue th a t w ith  the  in v o lv e m e n t o f  the  U n ite d  States g o v e rn m e n t at so m a n y  

o f f ic ia l leve ls , there  w o u ld  n o t be an e x ten s ive  f lo w  o f  in fo rm a tio n  b e tw e en  thp f ie ld  E x p e d itio n  

its e lf, the  se n io r m anagem en t o f  W e s te rn  U n io n , and e s p e c ia lly  P e rry  C o llin s  -  as an agent o f  the 

U n ite d  States as d e p ic te d  b y  S ecre ta ry  o f  State W il l ia m  S ew ard  -  and the g o ve rn m e n t. W ith  so 

m a n y  se n io r g o ve rn m e n t o ff ic ia ls  and p riv a te  businessm en in v o lv e d  in  the  te leg raph  lin e , there

Ibid. 61. 
Ibid. 62.
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w ere  su re ly  persona l, p r iv a te , and business re la tio n sh ip s  th a t p ro v id e d  u n o ff ic ia l in fo rm a tio n  and 

o f f ic ia l rep o rts , w h ic h  w e re  subsequen tly  lo s t to  the passage o f  tim e , th a t the  e xpa ns ion is t lo b b y  

w ith in  the U n ite d  States had  at th e ir  d isposa l.

T h e  ro le  o f  the  W e s te rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n  becom es c lea re r as the U .S . 

C on gre ss io na l and State D e p a rtm e n t records fro m  th is  p e rio d  are exam ined. Secreta ry o f  State 

W il l ia m  S ew ard  -  a rg u a b ly  the staunchest advocate  o f  the  purchase -  p ro v id e s  ind ispu tab le  

ev idence  o f  the  e x p e d itio n  p ro v id in g  in fo rm a tio n  on A la s k a  th ro u g h o u t the p e rio d  le a d in g  up  to  

the purchase. In  a State D e p a rtm e n t d ire c tiv e  to  the  D ip lo m a tic  O ff ic e r  o f  the  U n ite d  States in  

S outh  A m e ric a , dated A u g u s t 18, 1864, e n tit le d  P lan  F o r T he  E x te n s io n  o f  T e le g ra p h ic  

C o m m u n ic a tio n  T h ro u g h o u t the  W o r ld . -  M e x ic o , C en tra l A m e ric a , and South  A m e ric a  to  be 

b ro u g h t in to  T e le g ra p h ic  C o n ta c t w ith  R ussian  E x te n s io n  L in e , Sew ard  o u tlin e s  the in te n tio n s  o f  

the U .S . g o ve rn m e n t le n d in g  a ll poss ib le  assistance to  the  ve n tu re , and p ro v id e s  d e ta ile d  in s ig h t 

in to  P e rry  C o ll in s ’ in te r-a c tio n  w ith  a ll leve ls  o f  the  gove rn m e n t. T h is  d o cu m e n t and the 

e x tens ive  c o m m u n ic a tio n  be tw een  the va rio u s  U .S . leg a tio ns  in  S outh  A m e ric a  are to o  extens ive  

to  re -p r in t in  th is  paper. H o w e v e r, th e y  p ro v id e  in s ig h t in to  the in fo rm a tio n  a va ilab le  to  S ew ard 

fro m  the c o m m e rc ia l agent M r. P e rry  M c D . C o llin s  and the re la tio n s h ip  be tw een  the c o m m e rc ia l 

and n a tio n a l goals o f  the  E x p e d itio n :

G e n tle m e n :-Y o u  w i l l  a lready  have  lea rned  fro m  the p u b lic  jo u rn a ls  and fro m  

co m m u n ic a tio n s  o f  th is  departm ent, th a t an u n d e rta k in g  has been set on fo o t to  

connect the co n tin e n ts  o f  E u rope  and N o rth  A m e ric a  b y  m eans o f  a lin e  o f  

te leg ra ph  th ro u g h  C e n tra l A s ia  and a long  the n o rth e rn  shores o f  the P a c ific  

Ocean.
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. . .  In  v ie w  o f  these grants, and in  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  the b e n e fits  to  re s u lt to  us, a 

great c o m m e rc ia l n a tio n , fro m  the c o m p le tio n  o f  a te le g ra p h ic  c irc u it  e m b ra c in g  

the Eastern  and W e ste rn  C o n tin e n ts , M r . C o llin s  renew ed  h is  p e tit io n  to  the 

Congress o f  the  U n ite d  States d u r in g  its  recent session, and an act w as 

a c c o rd in g ly  passed a u th o r iz in g  a su rve y  o f  the  rou te .

A  c o p y  o f  th is  act, w ith  the  le tte r  o f  the  D e p a rtm e n t o f  State to  the  C o m m itte e  on 

C om m erce  o f  the  Senate o f  the  U n ite d  States, w h ic h  le d  to  its  in tro d u c tio n  and 

passage -  a m ap  il lu s tra tiv e  o f  the  sub ject, and o th e r docum ents  in  re la tio n  to  it, 

are h e re w ith  e nc losed  fo r  y o u r  in fo rm a tio n .

T he  la te  a ff irm a tiv e  a c tio n  o f  C ongress, n o t less than  its  o w n  estim ate  o f  the  

n a tio n a l advantage  to  be d e rive d  fro m  a successfu l a ch ieve m en t o f  the 

u n d e rta k in g , w a rra n ts  the dep a rtm en t in  acced ing  to  M r . C o ll in s ’ request.

Y o u  are a u th o riz e d  and requested, th e re fo re , sh o u ld  o p p o r tu n ity  p resen t o r

o ccas ion  in v ite , to  m ake  k n o w n  to  the  G o v e rn m e n t near w h ic h  y o u  res ide  th a t the

n eg o tia tio n s  p ro po sed  to  be entered  u po n  b y  M r .  C o llin s  is regarded w ith  fa v o r  b y

the G o v e rn m e n t o f  the  U n ite d  States, and th a t th is  G o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  be p leased

to  lea rn  th a t l ik e  fa v o r  had  been extended  in  the southern  d iv is io n  o f  the  co n tin e n t

to  an en te rp rise  te n d in g  so m a n ife s tly  to  advance the  m a r it im e  w e lfa re  and

28
s trengthen  the b o n d  o f  fe llo w s h ip  o f  the  A m e ric a n  na tions .

28 O.H. Palmer, 134-135. (accessed October 17, 2009).
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T he  w illin g n e s s  o f  the  State D e p a rtm e n t o f  the  U n ite d  States to  in s tru c t the D ip lo m a tic  C o rp  to  

encourage the gove rn m e n ts  o f  S outh  A m e ric a  to  n o t o n ly  le n d  su pp ort b u t be prepared  to  

connect to  the te leg raph  lin e s  b e in g  co n te m p la te d  b y  the W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n  

show s a trem endous a m o u n t o f  d ire c t g o ve rn m e n t in v o lv e m e n t in  th is  ventu re . A ls o , th is  is 

ano the r d o cu m e n t b y  W il l ia m  S ew ard, w he re  he states th a t P e rry  C o llin s  is an agent o f  the 

U n ite d  States.

A l l  treatises m u s t be ra tif ie d  b y  the C ongress o f  the  U n ite d  States b e fo re  th e y  becom e 

la w . I t  is d u r in g  th is  process th a t the ro le  o f  the W e s te rn  U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d itio n  w as 

s p e c if ic a lly  m e n tio n e d  as an im p o rta n t source o f  in fo rm a tio n  to  the C ongress iona l Houses in  

a f f irm in g  the trea ty . In  w h a t is cons ide red  the m o s t in f lu e n tia l speech in  fa v o r  o f  ra tif ic a tio n  

d e liv e re d  b y  S enator C harles  S um ner o f  M assachusetts  on A p r i l  9 1867, S um ner m e n tio n e d  the 

E x p e d itio n  in  several d if fe re n t contexts . H is  f ir s t  re fe rence  m en tio n s  som e o f  the  p r im a ry  leaders 

o f  the E x p e d itio n :

L a tte r ly  there  has been an unexpected  p u rv e y o r in  the R ussian A m e ric a n  T e legraph  

C o m p a n y , u nd e r the  d ire c t io n  o f  C o lo n e l C harles L . B u lk le y , and here o u r o w n  

c o u n try m e n  com e  to  h e lp  us. T o  th is  e x p e d itio n  w e  are ind eb te d  fo r  au then tic  

ev idence  w ith  re g a rd  to  the  characte r o f  the c o u n try  and the great r iv e rs  w h ic h  

traverse  it. T he  S m ith s o n ia n  In s t itu t io n  and the C h ica go  A c a d e m y  o f  Sciences co 

opera ted  w ith  the  T e le g ra p h  C o m p a n y  in  the in v e s tig a tio n  o f  the N a tu ra l H is to ry  o f  

the reg io n . M a jo r  K e n n ic o tt, a y o u n g  natu rahst, o r ig in a lly  in  the  se rv ice  o f  the
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In s titu tio n , and the  C h ica go  A c a d e m y , w as the e n te rp r is in g  c h ie f  o f  the  Y o u c a n

29
d iv is io n  o f  the d iv is io n .

A t  th is  p o in t in  h is  speech, Senator S u m ne r had a lrea d y  m e n tio n e d  o th e r a va ila b le  in fo rm a tio n , 

a ll fro m  fo re ig n  sources. H is  m e n tio n  o f  the  E x p e d it io n  a lso im p lic a te s  the  S m ith so n ia n  

In s titu t io n , and in  p a rtic u la r, the in fo rm a tio n  o f  K e n n ic o tt:

H e  w as n o t a b e g in n e r w he n  he entered  in to  the  se rv ice  o f  the  T e le g ra p h  C om pany. 

A lre a d y  he had  v is ite d  the Y o u c a n  c o u n try  b y  the  w a y  o f  the M a c k e n z ie  r iv e r , and 

c o n tr ib u te d  to  the  S m ith so n ia n  In s t itu t io n  im p o rta n t in fo rm a tio n  w ith  regard  to  its  

g e o g rap hy  and n a tu ra l h is to ry , som e o f  w h ic h  w i l l  be fo u n d  in  its  reports.^®

S um ner does n o t fo rg e t to  m e n tio n  one o f  the  m o s t im p o rta n t co nve yo rs  o f  the  E x p e d it io n ’ s 

in fo rm a tio n , a lth o u g h  he  w as n o t in v o lv e d  w ith  the  e x p lo ra tio n s . P ro fesso r B a ird , R o b e rt 

K e n n ic o tt ’ s m e n to r at the  S m ith so n ia n , is g iv e n  a ju s t  m e n tio n :

I  ca nn o t fo rb e a r express ing  m y  s a tis fa c tio n  th a t, w ith  the  e x c e p tio n  o f  a s ing le  

w o rk , a ll these m a y  be fo u n d  in  the co ng re ss ion a l lib ra ry , n o w  so h a p p ily  en rich e d  

b y  the  rare  c o lle c tio n  o f  the  S m ith s o n ia n  In s titu t io n . S om etim es in d iv id u a ls  are l ik e  

lib ra r ie s ; and th is  seems to  be il lu s tra te d  in  the  case o f  P ro fesso r B a ird , o f  the 

S m ith so n ia n  In s t itu t io n , w h o  is th o ro u g h ly  in fo rm e d  on  a ll questions connected  

w ith  the  h is to ry  o f  R ussian  A m e ric a .^ '

Archie W. Shields, The Purchase o f Alaska, (Alaska; The University of Alaska Press and Alaska Purchase 
Centennial Connnnission, 1967), 58-59.
30

31
Ibid. 59
Ibid. 60.

50



L a s tly , S enator S um ner m akes re fe rence  to  the ye om an  sc ien tis ts  o f  the E x p e d itio n . H e n ry  

B a n n is te r spent h is  t im e  in  A la s k a  re c o rd in g  p rec ise  w ea th e r and tem pera tu re  co n d itio n s .

S um ner s p e c if ic a lly  m e n tio n s  B a n n is te r and h is  data in  h is  speech, “ F ro m  M r .  B a n n is te r I  have 

an a u th en tic  sta tem ent w ith  regard  to  the  tem pera tu re  n o rth  o f  the A le u tia n s , as observed  b y  

h im s e lf  in  the  au tum n  o f  1865, and the  m on ths  fo l lo w in g .” ^^ h i  h is  speech S um ner has p ro v id e d  

d ocu m e nted  evidence  o f  u s in g  data su p p lie d  b y  the  E x p e d itio n  fro m  b o th  the  S m ith son ia n  

In s titu t io n  and d ire c t ly  f ro m  a m em be r o f  the E x p e d itio n , h i c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  S u m ne r’ s speech 

in  w h ic h  he g ives a m p le  c re d it to  the  S m ith so n ia n , there  is ev idence  o f  B a ird  p ro v id in g  h is  d ire c t 

assistance to  S um ner in  g a th e rin g  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  the  speech and p ro v id in g  d ire c t te s tim o n y  to 

the  C o m m itte e  o f  F o re ig n  R e la tions :

W h ile  B a ird  set a bo u t g a th e rin g  ra w  data fro m  experts  such as B a n n is te r and 

F re d e ric k  B is c h o ff .  S um ner e n lis ted  Poore, B eam an, and G ibbs  in  a search-and- 

se izure  e x p e d itio n  in to  the co ng re ss ion a l l ib ra ry ’ s co lle c tio n s .

A t  n o o n  on W ednesday, S um ner ch a ire d  a second in c o n c lu s iv e  session o f  the 

C o m m itte e  on  F o re ig n  R e la tion s . O n  F rid a y , A p r i l  5, S m ith so n ia n  A ss is ta n t 

S ecre ta ry  S pencer F. B a ird , te s tif ie d  b e fo re  the  C o m m itte e  on  F o re ig n  R e la tion s

33
fro m  ten  in  the m o rn in g  to  noon.

In  a le tte r  sent to  R epresenta tive  N .P . B anks, C h a irm a n  o f  the  C o m m itte e  on  F o re ig n  

R e la tion s , H ouse  o f  R epresenta tives, fro m  Joseph W ils o n , C o m m is s io n e r o f  the D e p a rtm e n t o f

" 'ib id . 86.
Margaret Shannon, "Charles Sumner and the Alaska Purchase", Barbara Sweetland Smith and Redmond J. 

Barnett (eds.), Russian America: The Forgotten Frontier, (Tacoma, Washington: Washington State Historical 
Society, 1990), 112-113.
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the  In te r io r , G enera l L a n d  O ff ic e  dated  M a y  12, 1868, he represents e v idence  o f  the E x p e d it io n ’ s 

in fo rm a tio n  b e in g  ga thered  fo r  c irc u la tio n  w ith in  the  g ove rn m e n t: “ M r . H e n ry  W . E ll io t ,  o f  the 

S m ith so n ia n  In s titu te , w h o  w as ta x id e rm is t o f  the la te  e x p e d itio n  fo r  the c o n s tru c tio n  o f  the 

R ussian  te leg raph  in  A la s k a , c o n firm s  these te s tim o n ie s  in  a c o m m u n ic a tio n  to  th is  o ffic e , dated 

yesterday, and re fe rs fo r  c o n firm a tio n  to  severa l o f  h is  co lleagues, w hose  nam es and addresses 

he w as g ive n , and w ith  w h o m  correspondence  w i l l  be  im m e d ia te ly  opened b y  th is  o ff ic e , the 

re su lt o f  w h ic h  w i l l  be d u ly  co m m u n ica te d  to  y o u .” "̂̂

T h is  le tte r con tinues in to  a lo n g  l is t  o f  g e o lo g ic a l, a g r ic u ltu ra l and m in e ra lo g ic a l d escrip tio ns  o f  

the  te r r ito ry  and the e c o n o m ic  b e n e fits  th a t w o u ld  be re a lize d  fro m  th em  once the re g io n  is p a rt 

o f  the U n ite d  States:

I t  is su b m itte d  then , tha t the  facts  presented, w h ic h  m a y  re a d ily  be  v e r if ie d  and 

in d e f in ite ly  extended , revea l a b re ad th  and im p o rta n ce  o f  A m e ric a n  in terests, 

dependent u p o n  the  a c q u is it io n  o f  th a t re g io n , w h ic h  renders the  e xp e n d itu re  o f  a 

fe w  m il l io n s  a m ere  bagate lle .

T he  pressure o f  o u r  co m m e rc ia l re la tio n s  dem and  i t  in  o rd e r th a t w e  m a y  d om in a te  

the trade  and n a v ig a tio n  o f  the  P a c ific  ocean, w h ic h  is soon to  r iv a l the  A t la n t ic  as 

the  great h ig h w a y  o f  na tions . T h e  im m ense  va lues  o f  the  fiar trade  and ocean 

fis h e ry , o f  m ass ive  m in e ra l deposits , and o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l capac ities  fa r fro m  

c o n te m p tib le , in d ic a te  the speedy e s tab lish m en t u p o n  the n o rth w e s t coast, p ro v id e d  

th is  tre a ty  is f in a l ly  consum m ated , o f  and A m e ric a n  in d u s tr ia l p o p u la tio n , w h ic h

American Memory, An American Time Capsule: Three Centuries of Broadsides and Other Printed Ephemera, 
http://memorv.loc.6Ov/cgi-bin/querv/r?ammen/rbpe:^field(DOCID+@lit(rbpe20503000)) (accessed September 
17, 2009).
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w i l l  s trengthen and  fo r t i f y  o u r c iv i liz a t io n , and assist m a te r ia lly  in  securing  the 

c o n tro l o f  the w o r ld ’ s com m erce.^^

T here  are tw o  s ig n if ic a n t aspects to  th is  p a rt o f  the m essage; f ir s t ly  the  c o n firm a tio n  th a t the 

in fo rm a tio n  cam e d ire c t ly  fro m  at least one and m ore  l ik e ly  severa l m em ber(s ) o f  the E xp e d itio n . 

S econd ly , W ils o n  speaks about the c o m m e rc ia l im p o rta n ce  o f  the te rr ito r ie s  and places th em  in  

the c o n te x t o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y , w h e n  he states “ and assist m a te r ia lly  in  se curing  the c o n tro l o f  

the  w o r ld ’ s co m m e rce .”  T h is  is ta k in g  the  id e o lo g y  o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y  to  ano ther le v e l b y  

d o m in a tin g  n o t o n ly  the  co n tig u o u s  N o r th  A m e ric a n  c o n tin e n t, b u t a lso securing  a d o m in a n t 

p o s itio n  fo r  the  U n ite d  States ove r the  w o r ld ’ s econom y.

C o n c lu s io n

T he  W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le grap h  E x p e d itio n  canno t c la im  any e x c lu s iv ity  as an agent o f  

in fo rm a tio n  on  the A la s k a n  te rr ito r ie s ; h o w e ve r, the  ev idence  o f  i t  p la y in g  a s ig n ific a n t ro le  in  

the d e lib e ra tio n s  o f  the  d e c is io n  to  purchase A la s k a  is in su rm o u n ta b le . I t  is c le a r ly  dem onstra ted  

th a t fro m  the  v e ry  b e g in n in g  o f  C o ll in s ’ v is io n  o f  th is  co m m e rc ia l en te rp rise , i t  w o u ld  be 

in e v ita b ly  connected  w ith  the e xp a n s io n is t m o ve m e n t o f  the  U n ite d  States. In  h is  speech c a llin g  

fo r  the  ra t if ic a t io n  o f  the  tre a ty , C harles S um ner in v o k e d  one o f  the  earlies t p ronouncem ents  o f  

the  M a n ife s t D e s tin y :

John  A d am s, in  the  p re face  to  h is  D efence  o f  the A m e ric a n  C o n s titu tio n , w r itte n

in  L o n d o n , w h e re  he res ided  at the  tim e  as m in is te r, and dated January 1, 1787 ...
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“ T h ir te e n  g o v e rn m e n t,”  he says p la in ly ,  “ thus fo u n d e d  on  the n a tu ra l a u th o r ity  o f  

the  peop le  a lone , and w ith o u t a ny  p re tence  o f  m ira c le  o r m y s te ry , and w h ic h  are 

destined  to  spread o v e r the n o rth e rn  p a rt o f  th a t w h o le  q ua rte r o f  the  g lo be , is a 

g rea t p o in t g a ine d  in  fa v o r  o f  the  r ig h ts  o f  m a n k in d .”  (John  A d a m s; W o rk s , 

v o lu m e  4, page 2 93 .)

T hus, a cco rd in g  to  th is  p ro p h e tic  m in is te r, even at th a t e a rly  d ay  w as the d e s tin y  o f  the 

re p u b lic  m a n ife s t. I t  w as spread o v e r the n o rth e rn  p a rt o f  the  A m e ric a n  q ua rte r o f  the 

g lo be : and i t  w as to  be a su p p o rt to  the  r ig h ts  o f  m ank ind .^^

In  N e w  Y o rk , a lm o s t n in e ty  years la te r in  D e ce m b e r o f  1865, P e rry  C o llin s  d e liv e re d  a 

lec tu re  on  the  m e rits  o f  the  “ O v e rla n d  T e le g ra p h ic  C o m m u n ic a tio n ”  -  w h ic h  w o u ld  la te r becom e 

the W e ste rn  U n io n  T e le g ra p h  E x p e d itio n  -  b e fo re  the  T ra v e le r ’ s C lu b  and O th e r S ocie ties, 

in v o k in g  S ecreta ry o f  S tate S e w ard ’ s v is io n  o f  th is  u n d e rta k in g :

T he  H o n o ra b le  S ecre ta ry  o f  State, M r . S ew ard, says, in  c o n s id e rin g  the p ro ba b le  

usefu lness o f  the  en te rp rise , . . .  ‘ C e r ta in ly  i t  canno t be necessary to  say th a t such 

e ffo rts  b e lo n g  to  the  class o f  h um an  labors  w h ic h  are p ro n o u n ce d  to  be d o u b ly  

b lessed, because th e y  b less e q u a lly  those w h o  are the subjects and those w h ic h  are 

the p e rfo rm e rs  o f  them . I t  seems im p o s s ib le  to  o ve r-e s tim a te  the  d ire c t e ffe c t o f  

th is  n ew  a p p lic a tio n  o f  the  n a tio n a l e ne rg y  in  p ro d u c in g  a ra p id  and ye t 

p e rm a ne n t d e ve lo p m e n t o f  the a g r ic u ltu ra l, fo res t, m in e ra l, and m a rin e  resources 

o f  the  U n ite d  States. N o r  is i t  a ny  m ore  p ra c tic a b le  to  assign l im its  to  the increase

37
Archie W. Shields, The Purchase of Alaska, (Alaska: The University of Alaska Press and Alaska Purchase 

Centennial Comnnission, 1967), 46.
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o f  n a tio n a l in flu e n c e , w h ic h  m u s t n ece ssarily  re su lt f ro m  the n ew  fa c ilit ie s  w e  

sh o u ld  acqu ire  in  th a t m anner fo r  e x te n d in g  th ro u g h o u t the w o r ld  A m e ric a n  ideas 

and p rin c ip le s  o f  p u b lic  and p riv a te  econ om y, p o lit ic s , m ora ls , p h ilo s o p h y , and 

re h g io n .’ ^^

In  1787, Jo hn  A d a m s  w as p ro p h e tic  in  h is  v is io n  o f  the  concept o f  M a n ife s t D e s tin y , b u t, i t  

w o u ld  be A m e ric a n s  such  as C o llin s  and S ew ard  w h o  w o u ld  have the a u d a c ity  and v is io n  to  jo in  

the  pow ers  o f  c o m m e rc ia lis m  and n a tio n a l p o lit ic a l goals to  a tta in  th a t v is io n .

T he  purchase o f  A la s k a  m a y  n o t have  been in e v ita b le ; h o w e ve r, i t  is d if f ic u l t  in  re trospect 

to  e n v is io n  h o w  the te r r ito ry  w o u ld  n o t have  e v e n tu a lly  becom e an A m e ric a n  possession. The 

e xpans ion  across the N o r th  A m e ric a n  c o n tin e n t and the need to  open trade  w ith  A s ia , co m b in e d  

w ith  the e x p a n s io n is t fe rv o r  o f  A m e ric a n  c o m m e rc ia l in terests, m a y  w e ll have le d  to  a m il i ta ry  

c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith  R uss ia  o ve r the o w n e rsh ip  o f  th is  te rr ito ry . I t  is c lea r fro m  the e x is tin g  

ev idence  the  R ussian  g o v e rn m e n t’ s s tra teg y  w as to  at least get som e b e n e fit fro m  a te rr ito ry  i t  

co u ld  n o t e a s ily  de fend , b y  s e llin g  i t  to  a w i l l in g  b uye r.

M a n ife s t D e s tin y  is d riv e n  b y  the  tw o  engines o f  co m m e rc ia l in terests and n a tio n a l p o lit ic a l 

agendas. T h e  g ro w th  o f  the  U n ite d  States at th a t t im e  in  h is to ry  w as a p ro d u c t o f  the econ om ic  

and soc ia l o p p o rtu n itie s  its  c itize n s  and im m ig ra n ts  p e rce ive d  as a m eans to  p ro s p e rity . 

C om pan ies such as W e s te rn  U n io n  e x p lo ite d  n ew  te chn o lo g ie s  tha t fu e le d  th a t e con om ic  g ro w th . 

W ith o u t the assistance o f  the  U n ite d  States G o ve rn m e n t those e con om ic  in terests w o u ld  n o t be 

a de qua te ly  p ro tec ted , and  e co n o m ic  g ro w th  w o u ld  m o s t c e rta in ly  have been s tifle d . T h e  W este rn  

U n io n  T e le g rap h  E x p e d it io n  is an e xam p le  o f  the e x p lo ita tio n  o f  a n ew  te c h n o lo g y  -  in  the fo rm

O.H. Palmer, 163. (accessed October 17, 2009).
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o f  co m m u n ica tio n s  -  fo r  co m m e rc ia l reasons, and h o w  th a t ve n tu re  le n t i ts e lf  to  ass is ting  the 

g o ve rn m e n t in  fu l f i l l in g  a n a tio n a l g oa l b y  p ro v id in g  in v a lu a b le  in fo rm a tio n  about R uss ian  

A m e ric a . T h e  successfu l e xp a n s io n is t d riv e  and e lim in a tio n  o f  a ll fo re ig n  p ow ers  across the 

co n tig uo us  N o rth  A m e ric a n  co n tin e n t p ro v id e d  a base fo r  the  U n ite d  States g o ve rn m e n t to  cast 

its  eyes o u ts id e  those b orde rs . T he  purchase  o f  A la s k a  w as the f ir s t  step o f  the  p a rtn e rsh ip  

fo rm e d  b y  c o m m e rc ia l and g o ve rn m e n t in te rests  in  p ro je c tin g  M a n ife s t D e s tin y  in te rn a tio n a lly .
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Formulating this essay first occurred to me when taking an Epic and Romance class in the Fall 
o f2009. John Milton’s Paradise Lost was one of the works we were reading, and I  felt it was a 
great chance to test some o f the material Fd written for a hook on the Fallen Angel’s three 
century rise from Paradise Lost to the Church o f Satan, which Fve been working on for a 
number o f years. I  began excerpting portions o f my Chapter on Milton’s sympathetic Satan, 
heavily hacking away and reshaping it to create what this essay became.

I  was inspired to write this essay (and my book) by the symbol o f Satan; to me, Lucifer’s legend 
stands out as the most moving myth ever told, as I  can relate to the Prince o f Pride’s 
rebelliousness, individualism, and self-deification. Ifind that there is nothing more incredible 
than the fact that the most reviledfigure perhaps in history has somehow managed to transform 
into a tragic hero and a positive symbol o f revolt. I  also find nothing more ironic than this 
transformation having been set in motion by a seventeenth century Puritan poet, who 
inadvertently produced the most famous and arguably the most sympathetic portrayal of Satan, 
which continues to inspire awe well over three centuries later. Last but not least, I find no 
greater challenge than proving that Satan’s ascent was the Devil receiving his due.

“ In  the D e v i l ’ s D efense: the  H e ro ic  Satan o f  Paradise Lost'

B y  C h ris to p h e r C u cc ia

W h e th e r o r n o t Satan m a y  be cons ide red  the hero  o f  John  M i l to n ’ s ep ic  poem , Paradise

Lost, is a c o n tro v e rs y  w h ic h  has raged  fo r  o v e r th ree centu ries  n o w . W h ile  M il to n  a m b it io u s ly

sough t to  “ ju s t i f y  the  w ays  o f  G o d  to  m e n ”  ( I. 2 6 ) and p o rtra y  the D e v il as one w h o  aspires to

th w a rt G o d ’ s D iv in e  P lan , ye t o n ly  m anages to  “ H eap on h im s e lf  d a m n a tio n ”  ( I. 2 15 ), in  an

e xam p le  o f  suprem e iro n y , m a n y  readers have  fe lt  th a t M i l t o n ’ s p la n  b a c k fire d , th a t he created

the im a ge  o f  a sym p a th e tic  Satan in  re b e llio n  aga inst a ty ra n n ic a l G od. T h is  re ce p tio n  o f

M i l to n ’ s m aste rp iece  is la rg e ly  thanks to  the R o m a n tic  poets, n a m e ly  those o f  “ the  Satanic

sch o o l”  headed b y  L o rd  B y ro n  and P e rcy  Bysshe S he lley , the la tte r b o ld ly  s ta ting  in  “ A  D efense

o f  P o e try ”  th a t “ N o th in g  can exceed the  e ne rg y  and m a g n ific e n c e  o f  the  characte r o f  Satan as

expressed in  Paradise L o s t [s ic ]”  (T e ske y , 394). I t  w as e n tire ly  in  o rd e r fo r  the R om an tics  -

re v o lu tio n is ts  and in d iv id u a lis ts  th a t th e y  w ere  -  to  laud  L u c ife r , the  “ reb e l to  a ll la w ”  (X . 83),

b u t m u ch  o f  the h e ro ic  q u a litie s  th e y  id e n t if ie d  th e ir  D e v il w ith  w ere  m a n ife s te d  in  M il to n ’ s
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Satan, w h ic h  is w h y  th e y  fe lt  th a t M il to n  h im s e lf, so v e ry  re b e llio u s  in  h is  o w n  r ig h t, w as, as 

W ilh a m  B la k e  w rite s  in  T he  M a rria g e  o f  H eaven  and H e ll,  “ a true  Poet and o f  the  D e v i l ’ s p a rty  

w ith o u t k n o w in g  i t ”  (T e ske y , 389 ). W ith  a ll o f  the  s u b lim ity  and g randeu r M il to n  inve s te d  in to  

the P rince  o f  P ride , a lo n g  w ith  the  s im ila r  tra g e d y  he h im s e lf  shared, the  case is s o lid  th a t M il to n  

-  w h e th e r he k n e w  i t  o r  n o t, w h e th e r i t  he l ik e d  i t  o r n o t -  w as indeed  “ o f  the  D e v i l ’ s p a r ty .”

M il to n  m akes use o f  n o n -c h ro n o lo g ic a l s to ry te llin g , s ta rtin g  the poem  in  m ed ias res, the 

rebe l angels a lready  fa lle n  in to  H e ll,  b u t le t us here b e g in  at the  s ta rt o f  S atan ’ s ta le  in  o rd e r to  

fo l lo w  the p ro g ress io n  o f  h is  character. Q u ic k ly  a fte r M il to n  in v o k e s  h is  “ H e a v ’n ly  M u s e ”  and 

states w h a t he sets o u t to  a cco m p lish  w ith  the  ep ic  ( I. 1 -  2 6 ), he in q u ire s  a bo u t the F a ll o f  M a n , 

f in d in g  o n ly  one c u lp r it ,  Satan, o f  w hose  s to ry  he p ro v id e s  a s w if t  sum m ary :

W h o  f ir s t  seduced th e m  to  th a t fo u l re v o lt?

T h ’ in fe rn a l Serpent. H e  i t  w as w hose  g u ile  

S tirre d  u p  w ith  e n v y  and revenge d ece ived  

T h e  m o th e r o f  m a n k in d , w h a t tim e  h is  p rid e  

H a d  cast h im  o u t f ro m  H e a v ’n  w ith  a ll h is  host 

O f  re b e l angels, b y  w ho se  a id  a s p irin g  

T o  set h im s e lf  in  g lo ry  ’b o ve  h is  peers 

H e  tru s te d  to  have  equaled  the  M o s t H ig h  

I f  he opposed, and w ith  a m b itio u s  a im  

A g a in s t the th ro n e  and m o n a rc h y  o f  G od  

R a ised  im p io u s  w a r  in  H e a v ’n  and b a ttle  p ro u d  

W ith  v a in  a ttem pt. H im  the A lm ig h ty  P o w ’r  

H u r le d  h ea d lon g  f la m in g  fro m  th ’ e therea l sky
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W ith  h id eo us ru in  and c o m b u s tio n  d o w n

T o  b o tto m le ss  p e rd itio n , there  to  d w e ll

h i  adam antine  cha ins and pena l f ire

W h o  d u rs t d e fy  th ’ O m n ip o te n t to  arm s. ( I. 33 -  4 9 )

S atan ’ s h e a ve n ly  re v o lt  is u lt im a te ly  sparked  b y  G o d ’ s decree th a t the angels w i l l  have to  bend  

th e ir  knees to  H is  “ o n ly  S on,”  “ as one in d iv id u a l so u l,”  les t th e y  w is h  to  fa l l  in to  u tte r, e terna l 

darkness (V . 600 -  6 15 ). W e  are in fo rm e d  th a t th is  is the  source o f  a ll Satan’ s e n m ity  w ith  G od:

H e  o f  the  f ir s t  

I f  n o t the  f ir s t  a rchange l great in  p o w ’ r, 

h i  fa v o r, and p reem inence , ye t fra u g h t 

W ith  e n v y  aga inst the  Son o f  G o d  th a t day 

H o n o re d  b y  H is  g reat F a the r and p ro c la im e d  

M e ss ia h , K in g  A n o in te d , c o u ld  n o t bear 

T h ro u g h  p rid e  th a t s ig h t and th o u g h t h im s e lf  im p a ired .

D eep  m a lic e  thence c o n c e iv in g  and d isda in .

S oon  as m id n ig h t b ro u g h t on  the d u s k y  h o u r 

F r ie n d lie s t to  sleep and s ilence, he re so lve d  

W ith  a ll h is  leg ion s  to  d is lo d g e  and leave 

U n w o rs h ip p e d , unobeyed , the  th ro ne  suprem e,

C o n te m p tu o u s ... (V . 659 -  671)

W h ile  the S o n ’ s e x a lta tio n  m a y  be the l in c h p in  o f  S atan ’ s in s u b o rd in a tio n , the a rch -reb e l 

e xp la in s  th a t b e n d in g  the  knee has a lw a ys  d is tu rb e d  h im , c a llin g  i t  “ p ro s tra tio n  v i le ! /  T o o  m uch  

to  one b u t d ou b le  h o w  e nd ured ,/ T o  one and to  H is  im age  n o w  p ro c la im e d !”  (V . 782 —  784). In
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o the r w o rd s , th a t G o d  dem ands sham efu l s e rv il ity  be g iv e n  to  b o th  H im  and H is  Son m e re ly  

pushes Satan o ve r the  edge.

Incensed, Satan orders h is  “ n e x t su bo rd ina te ”  (V . 671) -  h is  “ co m p a n io n  dear”  (V . 673 ), 

“ O ne n e x t h im s e lf  in  p o w ’ r  and n e x t in  c r im e ,/ L o n g  a fte r k n o w n  in  P a lestine  and nam ed / 

B e e lze bu b ”  ( I. 79 -  81 ) -  to  su m m on  a ll o f  the  angels u n d e r h is  co m m an d  to  “ T he  Palace o f  

great L u c ife r ”  (V . 7 60 ) u n d e r the im p re ss io n  th a t th e y  are g o in g  there  “ to  p re pa re / F it  

e n te rta in m e n t to  rece ive  [ th e ir ]  K in g /  T he  g rea t M ess iah  and H is  n e w  c o m m a n d s .. . ”  (V . 689 -  

691). T h is  u n tru th  is supposed to  estab lish  Satan as “ a lia r , and the fa th e r o f  i t ”  (Joh n  8 :4 4 ), as 

T he  H o ly  B ib le  labe ls  h im , b u t M i l t o n ’ s Satan at f ir s t  says th is  because he doub ts  th a t G o d  is 

indeed G od , w h ic h  is to  say, he doubts  th a t G o d  is o m n isc ie n t, o m n ip rese n t and o m n ip o te n t, 

th e re fo re  b e lie v in g  th a t “ M o re  in  th is  p lace  [so  near the  M o u n t o f  G o d ]/ T o  u tte r  is n o t safe.”  (V . 

682 -  683 ). Satan’ s co up  seems to  in i t ia l ly  be in ten de d  as a sneak a tta ck  u p o n  G o d ’ s T h ro n e , as 

the  rebe l angels expected  “ b y  f ig h t  o r  b y  su rp rise / T o  w in  the  M o u n t o f  G o d  and on H is  th ro n e / 

T o  set the  e n v ie r o f  H is  state, the p ro u d / A s p ire r ”  (V I .  87 -  90). T hus, Satan s te a lth ily  gathers 

h is  angels w ith in  h is  pa lace  u n d e r a p re te x t -  “ P re ten d in g  so co m m an de d  to  c o n s u lt/ A b o u t the 

great re c e p tio n  o f  th e ir  K in g /  T h ith e r  to  co m e ”  (V . 768 -  7 70 ) -  and then  once (p re s u m a b ly ) safe 

w ith in  the co n fin es  o f  it ,  he te lls  th e m  the  w h o le  tru th , say ing  th a t “ b e tte r counsels m ig h t e rect/ 

O u r m in d s  and teach us to  cast o f f  th is  y o k e . . . ”  (V . 785 -  786).

A  speech aga inst S atan ’ s p lea  fo r  re v o lu tio n  is im m e d ia te ly  d e liv e re d  b y  A b d ie l,  the  sole 

rebe l a m id s t the  rebe l angels, fo rm e d  in  M i l to n ’ s im age  o f  G o d ly  s e d itio n is t: “ A m o n g  the 

fa ith le ss , fa ith fu l o n ly  h e / A m o n g  in n u m e ra b le  fa lse. U n m o v e d ,/ U nshaken , unseduced, 

u n te rr if ie d / H is  lo y a lty  he ke p t, h is  lo ve , h is  ze a l”  (V . 897 -  9 00 ). A b d ie l argues th a t the  angels 

w ere  created b y  the Son o f  G o d  and th a t creatures have  no  r ig h t  to  reb e l aga inst th e ir  C re a to r (V . 

809 -  848). Satan coun te rs  A b d ie l w ith  a speech o f  h is  o w n  (V . 853 -  871), q u e s tio n in g  the
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n o tio n  th a t angels are G o d ’ s creatures and n o t co e te m a l be ings them selves, since th e y  do n o t 

rem e m b e r th e ir  o w n  c re a tio n  and “ k n o w  no  tim e  w h e n  [th e y ] w ere  n o t as n o w ,/ K n o w n  none 

b e fo re  [th e m ], se lf-b eg o t, se lf-ra ise d / B y  [ th e ir ]  o w n  q u ic k ’ n in g  p o w e r . . . ”  (V . 859 -  861). 

M i l t o n ’ s Satan is here p o rtra y e d  as a rep resen ta tive  o f  reason, d em an d in g  e m p ir ic a l ev idence  fo r  

the  c re a tio n  o f  the angels, q u e s tio n in g  and u lt im a te ly  re je c tin g  the idea  th a t he has been created 

b y  G od. Satan is c r it ic iz e d  because, in  the c o n te x t o f  Paradise Lost, he is w ro n g  about b e in g  

“ se lf-b eg o t, se lf-ra ise d ,”  b u t he cannot be b la m e d  in  f i i l l  fo r  th is  assertion  c o n s id e rin g  G o d  

H im s e lf  lays c la im  to  n e v e r h a v in g  been created, and a p p a re n tly  ( in  a v e ry  suspect m o ve  fo r  an 

a ll-p o w e r fu l C re a to r) had  the angel w h o  becam e the d em on  “ M a m m o n ”  b u ild  to w e r in g  

structu res in  H eaven  ( I .  732  -  737 ), s tructu res w h ic h  H e  H im s e lf  co u ld  have  m ade.

W h ile  G o d  m a y  have  crea ted  the angels. H e  a dm its  th a t w ith  regard  to  the reb e l angels, 

“ T h e y  them selves decreed / T h e ir  o w n  re v o lt ,  n o t I . . . / . .  .au tho rs  to  them selves in  a l l . . . /  S e lf

te m p ted , se lf-d e p ra ve d ”  ( I I I .  116 -  130), so Satan is in  th is  respect a b so lu te ly  co rre c t in  th e ir  

b e in g  “ se lf-b e g o t, s e lf-ra is e d ,”  fa l l in g  o n ly  to  “ re -ascend ,/ S e lf- ra is e d .. . ”  ( I. 633 -  6 34 ). Y e t, 

regardless o f  w h e th e r Satan is r ig h t o r  w ro n g , the  fa c t th a t he is q u e s tio n in g  th ing s , u s in g  h is  

m in d , d em a n d in g  e v id en ce  and re ly in g  on h is  reason ins tead  o f  s la v is h ly  accep ting  w ith  b lin d  

fa ith  w h a t h e ’ s been to ld  is w h a t m atte rs , and w h a t m akes h im  a dm irab le . W ilh a m  E m p son  puts 

i t  best in  M i l to n ’ s G od : “ A s  fo r  m y s e lf . . . i f  som e b u l ly  sa id  he w o u ld  b u m  m e a liv e  unless I 

pre tended  to  b e lie ve  he had  created m e, I  hope I  w o u ld  have  enough h o n o r to  te ll h im  th a t the 

ev idence  d id  n o t seem to  m e dec is ive . I dare n o t desp ise  Satan fo r  m a k in g  th is  a nsw er”  (89 ). 

S im ila r  sen tim en ts  m a y  v e ry  w e ll have  a p p lie d  to  M ilto n ,  an a d m ire r and v is ito r  o f  G a lile o , “ the 

T uscan  a rt is t”  ( I. 288 ).

63



E m p son  defends S atan ’ s ske p tic is m  o f  the  Son fo r  the  fo l lo w in g  reason: “ I f  the  Son had 

in h e re n tly  h e ld  th is  p o s it io n  fro m  b e fo re  the  c re a tio n  o f  a ll angels, w h y  has i t  been o f f ic ia l ly  

w ith h e ld  fro m  [S atan] t i l l  th is  day, and s t i l l  m ore , w h y  have  the angels n o t p re v io u s ly  been to ld  

th a t he w as the agent o f  th e ir  c rea tion ? ”  (1 0 2 ). T h is  in q u iry  is augm ented  b y  w h a t A .J .A . 

W a ld o c k  w rite s  in  Parad ise  L o s t A n d  its  C rit ic s :

A b d ie l (as M i l to n ’ s m o u th p ie ce ) has ju s t  d e liv e re d  the “ o f f ic ia l”  v ie w  on  the 

c re a tio n  o f  angels. T he  angels, he in fo rm s  the assem bly , w ere  created b y  the  Son 

h im s e lf, a c ting  as the  W o rd . T h is  is a h e a vy  th ru s t, and even th ou gh  none 

“ seconds”  A b d ie l Satan m u s t say so m e th in g . H e  m akes tw o  n o t in e ffe c tiv e  

re jo in d e rs : f irs t ,  th a t the  p o in t is  n e w ; and second, th a t A b d ie l ’ s a ccoun t o f  the 

c re a tio n  o f  h im s e lf  and o th e r angels m u s t n ece ssa rily  be based on  hearsay.

N e ith e r  re jo in d e r is s il ly .  T he  p o in t m u s t be n ew , o r he c o u ld  n o t in  f u l l  a ssem bly  

say i t  was. W e  are n o t to ld  w h y  i t  is th a t A b d ie l is so e x c e p tio n a lly  w e ll 

in fo rm e d ; fo r  som e reason he is, ju s t  as fo r  som e reason the rebe l angels appear to  

have  been k e p t in  the d a rk  a bou t a n u m b e r o f  o th e r facts  th a t g ood  angels k n o w . 

(71 )

I t  is c e rta in ly  suspect th a t G o d  w o u ld  keep s p e c ific  angels in  the  d a rk  a bo u t th e ir  c re a tio n  v ia  H is  

Son. W as H e  p la n n in g  on  causing  th e ir  doo m e d  re b e llio n  fro m  the start? Satan h in ts  at th is  

w h e n  in  H e ll,  c o m p la in in g  th a t G o d  w ith h e ld  H is  G o d lik e  q u a litie s :

B u t H e  w h o  re igns  
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M o n a rc h  in  H e a v ’ n  t i l l  th en  as one secure 

Sat on  H is  th ro ne  u p h e ld  b y  o ld  repute ,

C on sen t o r custom , and H is  rega l state

P u t fo r th  at fu l l  b u t s t i l l  H is  s treng th  concealed,

W h ic h  tem p ted  o u r a tte m p t and w ro u g h t o u r fa ll.  ( I. 637 -  642)

E m p son  a dm its  th a t “ T h e  in it ia l  e rro r o f  Satan is th a t he doubts the  c reden tia ls  o f  G od, and 

I . . .n a tu ra lly  th in k  o f  a P ro fesso r d o u b tin g  the  c red en tia ls  o f  h is  V ic e -C h a n c e llo r ; such a m an 

w o u ld  n o t be pursued  w ith  in f in ite  m a lig n ity  in to  e terna l to rtu re , b u t g iv e n  ev idence  w h ic h  p u t 

the c reden tia ls  b e yo n d  d o u b t”  (95 ). I f  G o d ’ s angels w ere  t r u ly  re b e llin g  because th e y  w ere  in  

d o u b t o f  H is  d iv in e  c red en tia ls , as i t  w ere , w o u ld  i t  n o t be in  o rd e r fo r  G o d  to  p ro ve  H im s e lf  to  

them  instead  o f  c o n s ig n in g  th em  to  e te rna l to rm e n t?  W as there  any  reason fo r  the  angels to  

b e lie ve  w h a t G o d  had  to ld  th em  m e re ly  because H e  sa id  so?

M e ta p h y s ic a l s k e p tic is m  aside, the  core  reason fo r  the  re v o lt  o f  the angels is th a t to  them  

G o d  seems a ty ra n t, o m n ip o te n t o r n o t, as S tan ley  F ish  e xp la in s  in  f u l l  in  S u rp rised  b v  S in :

A t  the  m o m e n t [S a ta n ] th in k s  h im s e lf  im p a ire d  he a lso, n ece ssarily  and at a

stroke , th in k s  in to  ex is tence  a cast o f  su p p o rtin g  characters: a F a the r w h o  w o u ld

p la y  fa vo rite s  w ith  h is  c h ild re n  and e levate  an u n d e se rv in g  yo u th  o ve r a lo y a l and

lo n g  se rv ing  e ld e r son; a y o u n g e r son w h o  w o u ld  accept th is  undeserved  h o n o r

and assume p o w e rs  he hasn ’ t earned; and an a rm y  o f  se rv ile  fo o t so ld ie rs  w h o

c o n tin u e  to  w a rb le  h a lle lu ja h s  b e fo re  a c o rru p t th ro n e  even as a gross in ju s tic e  is

done. A n d  to  th in k  these is a lso  to  th in k  the w o r ld  in  w h ic h  th e y  m o ve  and have

th e ir  be ing , a w o r ld  w he re  m e r it  can a lw ays  be tru m p e d  b y  d yna s tic  p o lit ic s ,
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w here  earned p r iv ile g e s  and re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  can be lo s t in  an ins tan t, w he re  yo u  

n eve r k n o w  w h o ’ s g o in g  to  be created o r m in e d  n e x t and yo u  had  b e tte r grab 

w h a t yo u  can w h ile  there  is s t i l l  t im e , ( x x x i i  -  x x x i i i )

I f  Satan b e lieves  th is  to  be  the  case, is n ’ t  h is  ch o ice  to  shou t “ n o n  s e rv ia m ”  ra th e r p ra ise w o rth y?  

T he  an ti-S a tan is ts  w i l l  a rgue th a t even i f  G o d  is ty ra n n ic a l, to  d iso b e y  H im  is s t i l l  fo o lis h  s im p ly  

because H e  is  an a ll-p o w e r f t i l  ty ra n t, w h ic h  is A b d ie l ’ s w a rn in g  to  Satan:

F o o l! N o t to  th in k  h o w  v a in  

A g a in s t th ’ O m n ip o te n t to  rise  in  arm s 

W h o  o u t o f  sm a lles t th in g s  c o u ld  w ith o u t end 

H a ve  ra ised  incessant a rm ies to  defeat 

T h y  fo l ly  o r  w ith  s o lita ry  hand,

R e a ch in g  b e yo n d  a ll l im it ,  at one b lo w  

U n a id e d  co u ld  have  f in is h e d  thee and w h e lm e d  

T h y  le g io n s  u n d e r darkness! ( V I .  135 -  142)

Satan ’ s s tru g g le  aga inst im p o s s ib le  odds, h o w e ve r, o n ly  m akes h im  m o re  h e ro ic  in  th a t n o th in g  

can stop h im  fro m  s ta n d in g  up  and f ig h t in g  fo r  h im s e lf  A b d ie l presents the  o p tio n s  c le a rly : 

“ R e ig n  th o u  in  H e ll th y  k in g d o m , le t m e serve / In  H e a v ’ n  G o d  e ver b le s t and H is  d iv in e / Behests 

obey, w o rth ie s t to  be o b e ye d ./ Y e t cha ins in  H e ll,  n o t rea lm s, e x p e c t!”  ( V I .  183 -  185). F o r 

Satan, i t  is  a n o -b ra in e r: “ B e tte r to  re ig n  in  H e ll th a n  serve in  H e a v e n !”  ( I. 263 ).

M il to n  c e rta in ly  stresses the p o in t th a t S atan ’ s s trug g le  w ith  o m n ip o te n ce  is u lt im a te ly  a 

su ic id a l a c tion , w h ic h  is the  s y m b o lic  s ig n ific a n c e  o f  Satan fa c in g  o f f  w ith  D ea th  h im s e lf  ( I I .

704  ~  726 ). C o n c e rn in g  S atan ’ s d oo m e d  re v o lt  aga inst G o d , C .S. L e w is  w rite s  in  A  P re face  to
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Paradise L o s t, “ T h ro u g h o u t the  poem  he is engaged in  sa w in g  o f f  the b ra nch  he is s itt in g  

o n . . .s ince  a creature  re v o lt in g  aga inst a c rea to r is re v o lt in g  aga inst the source o f  h is  o w n  

pow ers— in c lu d in g  even  h is  p o w e r to  re v o lt”  (96  -  97). Y e t, i t  is r ig h t fo r  Satan to  rebe l aga inst 

h is  c ru e l C re a to r, no  m a tte r the  ou tcom e: s ince Satan stood  ta ll,  i t  m atte rs  n o t th a t he w as cast 

d o w n . Satan d isp lays  u n r iv a le d  bo ldness in  c h a lle n g in g  the T h ro n e  o f  G o d  and u n p a ra lle le d  

perseverance in  c o n tin u in g  h is  w a r even a fte r h a v in g  been cast d o w n  in to  H e ll,  h a v in g  w itnessed  

th a t G o d  is indeed  a lm ig h ty :

F ro m  w h a t h e ig h th  f a l l ’ n, so m u ch  the s tron ge r p ro ve d  

H e  w ith  H is  th u n d e r (and  t i l l  then  w h o  k n e w  

T he  fo rc e  o f  those d ire  a rm s?), ye t n o t fo r  those 

N o r  w h a t the p o te n t V ic to r  in  H is  rage 

C an else in f l ic t  do  I  rep en t o r change,

T h o u g h  changed in  o u tw a rd  lus te r, th a t f ix e d  m in d  

A n d  h ig h  d isd a in  fro m  sense o f  in ju re d  m e r it  

T h a t w ith  the M ig h t ie s t ra ised  m e to  con tend  

A n d  to  the fie rce  c o n te n tio n  b ro u g h t a long  

h m u m e ra b le  fo rc e  o f  s p ir its  arm ed 

T h a t d u rs t d is lik e  H is  re ig n  and, m e  p re fe rr in g .

H is  u tm o s t p o w ’ r  w ith  adverse p o w ’ r  opposed 

In  d u b io u s  b a ttle  on  the p la in s  o f  H e a v ’ n 

A n d  sh o o k  H is  th rone . (L  92 -  105)

T he re  w as no  h o n o r fo r  Satan in  H eaven , regardless o f  a ll the p o w e r G od  had  g iv e n  h im , and 

th o u g h  G o d  s tripp ed  h im  o f  h is  p o w e r and cast h im  in to  H e ll fo r  h is  re v o lt, Satan r ig h t ly  becam e
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the  P rince  o f  P ride . T h e  B ib le  advises th a t “ P ride  goe th  b e fo re  d e s tru c tio n , and an h a u g h ty  s p ir it  

b e fo re  a fa l l ”  (P rove rbs  16 :18), b u t in  L u c ife r ’ s case, P ride  co m e th  a fte r the  F a ll. In d ig n a n t 

resistance fo r  l ib e r ty ’ s sake, n o t sheer m a le vo le n ce , is the  end re s u lt o f  the  d eg ra d in g  w o rs h ip  

G o d  dem ands o f  h is  angels, and in  sp ite  o f  Satan ’ s reb e l a rm y  lo s in g  the  W a r in  H eaven  and 

p lu m m e tin g  in to  H e ll,  th e ir  h a v in g  g o tte n  o f f  th e ir  knees and f ig h t in g  to  the  b itte re s t o f  ends fo r  

th e ir  se lf-respect e p ito m ize s  th e ir  v ir tu e , w h ic h  is  w h y  Satan re m in d s  th em  th a t “ th a t s tr ife / W as 

n o t in g lo r io u s  th o u g h  th ’ even t w as d ire / A s  th is  p lace  te s tifie s  and th is  d ire  change ,/ H a te fu l to  

u t te r . . ( I. 623 -  626 ). C o n ce rn in g  th is  m o m e n t, W il l ia m  E m p son  a s tu te ly  m akes the fo l lo w in g  

p o in t: “ O pponents in  th is  c o n tro v e rs y  have  o fte n  je e re d  at m y  side  fo r  b e in g  so ro m a n tic  as to  

b e lie ve  the F a the r o f  L ie s ; b u t the idea  w h ic h  f ir s t  appears in  h is  m in d  as he recovers 

consciousness is also the  f ir s t  th a t he presents in  h is  fo rm a l address to  h is  troo ps , an im p re ss ive  

degree o f  s in c e rity , in  a p o lit ic ia n ”  (44 ).

A p a r t fi-om  co ns is te ncy , S atan ’ s le v e l o f  sym p a th y  fo r  h is  beaten b ro the rs  is an e q u a lly  

“ im p re ss ive  degree o f  s in c e rity .”  T h o u g h  e xa lte d  in  h is  d a rk  g lo ry , Satan is saddened at the  s ig h t 

o f  h is  b ro the rs  in  arm s sub jected  to  e te rna l s u ffe r in g  fo r  a lig n in g  them se lves w ith  h im :

D a rke n e d  so, ye t shone 

above  th e m  a ll th ’ a rchange l, b u t h is  face 

D eep scars o f  th u n d e r had en trenched  and care 

Sat on  h is  faded  cheek, b u t u n d e r b ro w s  

O f  dauntless courage and c o n s id ’ rate  p rid e  

W a it in g  revenge. C ru e l h is  eye, b u t cast 

S igns o f  rem orse  and pass ion  to  b e h o ld  

T he  fe llo w s  o f  h is  c r im e , the  fo llo w e rs  ra th e r
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(F a r o th e r once b eh e ld  in  b lis s ) condem ned  

F o r e ver n o w  to  have  th e ir  lo t  in  p a in ,

M il l io n s  o f  s p ir its  fo r  h is  fa u lt  am erced 

O f  H e a v ’n  and fro m  e te rna l sp lendors f lu n g  

F o r h is  re v o lt. ( I .  599 -  611)

W h a t’ s m o re , Satan a c tu a lly  weeps fo r  them : “ H e  n o w  p repa red / T o  s p e a k .. . /  T h r ic e  he assayed 

and th ric e , in  sp ite  o f  s co rn ,/ Tears such as angels w eep  b u rs t fo r th .”  ( I.  615 -  620). T he  D e v i l ’ s 

angels are n o t in s ig n if ic a n t be ings to  h im , b u t h is  “ fa ith fu l fr ie n d s ,/ T h ’ associates and copartners 

o f  [h is ] lo ss / ( I. 264  -  2 6 5 ), w h o m  he, as th e ir  “ D e l iv ’ re r fro m  n e w  lo rds , leader to  fre e / 

E n jo y m e n t o f  [ th e ir ]  r ig h t  as gods”  ( V I .  451 -  4 5 2 ), “ in  one n ig h t fre e d / F ro m  se rv itu de  

in g lo r io u s . . . /  .. .and th in n e r  le f t  the th ro n g / O f  [G o d ’ s] adorers”  ( IX .  140 -  143). T h a t Satan 

d e e p ly  cares and cries fo r  h is  angels is a concep t e n tire ly  unhea rd  o f  b e fo re  M il to n ,  and i t  indeed 

hum an izes  h im  to  a g re a t deal, fo r  E m p son  e s ta b lish in g  h im  as “ the o n ly  leader in  the p oem  w h o  

expresses a ffe c tio n  fo r  h is  s u b o rd in a te s ...”  (10 4).

T he  a rg um en t o f  the  a n ti-S a tan is ts  is th a t Satan ’ s s u p e rfic ia l h e ro ism  is p ro v id e d  b y  

M il to n  in  o rd e r to  m a n ip u la te  h im  to  h is  o w n  ends, w h ic h  is a ta c tic  m u ch  a k in  to  M i l to n ’ s G od  

in  the  poem . In  o th e r w o rd s , M il to n  in te n tio n a lly  p o rtra ye d  Satan as a sym pa the tic  and even 

h e ro ic  f ig u re  at the s ta rt o f  Paradise L o s t, “ c la d / W ith  w h a t p e rm iss ive  g lo ry  since h is  fa l l /  W as 

le f t  h im , o r fa lse  g li t te r ”  (X . 450  -  4 5 2 ), o n ly  to  m ake  m o re  d ra m a tic  h is  g radua l deg rada tion , a 

p e rspe ctive  C .S. L e w is  sum s up  in  A  Preface to  Paradise L o s t:

F ro m  hero to  genera l, f ro m  genera l to  p o lit ic ia n , fro m  p o lit ic ia n  to  secret se rv ice  

agent, and thence  to  a th in g  th a t peers in  at b e d ro o m  o r b a th ro o m  w in d o w s , and
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thence  to  a toad , and f in a l ly  to  a snake— such is the  p rogress o f  Satan. T h is  

progress, m isu nd e rs to od , has g iv e n  rise  to  the b e l ie f  th a t M il to n  began b y  m a k in g  

Satan m ore  g lo r io u s  than  he in ten de d  and then, to o  la te , a ttem p ted  to  re c t ify  h is  

e r ro r . . .W e  need n o t d o u b t th a t i t  w as the p o e t’ s in te n tio n  to  be fa ir  to  e v il,  to  g iv e  

i t  a ru n  fo r  its  m o n e y — to  sh o w  i t  f i r s t  at the h e ig h t, w ith  a ll its  rants and 

m e lo d ra m a  and “ G o d lik e  im ita te d  state”  about it ,  and th en  to  trace  w h a t a c tu a lly  

becom es o f  such  s e lf- in to x ic a tio n  w h e n  i t  encounters re a h ty . (99  -  100)

A c c o rd in g  to  th is  lin e  o f  th in k in g , ju s t  as Satan degrades -  o r “ is degraded”  (W a ld o c k , 83) -  h is  

m o v in g  speeches are supposed to  a m o u n t to  n o th in g  m ore  th an  d e c e it fu l rh e to r ic , Satan even 

d e lu d in g  h im s e lf, “ m o re  a L ie  than  a L ia r ,  a p e rs o n ifie d  s e lf-c o n tra d ic tio n ”  (L e w is , 97), h is  tone  

ch a n g in g  fi-om  “ T he m in d  is its  o w n  p lace  and in  its e lf /  C an m ake  a H eaven  o f  H e ll,  a H e ll o f  

H ea ven ”  (L  254  -  2 5 5 ), to  “ W h ic h  w a y  I  f l y  is H e ll,  m y s e lf  am  H e l l . . . ”  ( IV .  75). A s  p a rt o f  th is  

“ s e lf-c o n tra d ic tio n ”  a rg u m e n t o f  the  a n ti-S a tan is ts , i t  is p o s ite d  th a t the  rebe l hero  Satan is the 

v e ry  same a u th o rita ria n  ty ra n t he b e lieve s  h im s e lf  to  be re b e llin g  aga inst on  a ccoun t o f  the re ig n  

he assumes —  so m e th in g  w h ic h  M il to n  encoun te red  w ith  C ro m w e ll and the R om a n tics  

encoun te red  w ith  N a p o le o n  -  b u t Parad ise L o s t does n o t p ro v id e  n e a rly  enough  ev idence  to  

su pp ort th is  c la im .

W h ile  Satan m a y  head the in fe rn a l host, h is  subo rd ina tes are in  no  w a y  pow erless , and 

e v e ry th in g  about the  S a tan ic  g o ve rn m e n t ind ica tes  th a t i t  is a m e rito c ra c y , th is  ide a l g o ve rn m e n t 

f ir s t  espoused b y  L u c ife r  w h e n  speak ing  to  h is  angels in  h is  h e a v e n ly  palace , e sse n tia lly  

e x p la in in g  w h y  a re b e l a rm y  is n o t p a ra d o x ic a l: “ N a tiv e s  and sons o f  H e a v ’ n . . . /  .. . i f  n o t equal 

a ll, ye t fre e ,/ E q u a lly  free , fo r  o rders and degrees/ Jar n o t w ith  l ib e r ty  b u t w e ll  co n s is t.”  (V . 790 

-  793). h i  short, the a rg u m e n t here is th a t w h ile  the  angels are a ll e q u a lly  free , th e ir  h ie ra rc h a l
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ranks are earned b y  n a tu ra l p row ess and m e rit, w h ic h  carries o v e r in to  the in fe rn a l reg ions, 

w he n , a fte r the  fa lle n  angels rise  up  and b u ild  “ P a nd e m o n iu m , c ity  and p ro u d  seat/ O f  L u c ife r  

(so b y  a llu s io n  c a lle d / O f  th a t b r ig h t star to  Satan paragoned)”  (X . 424  -  4 2 6 ), w e  see th a t the 

fa lle n  have to  s h rin k  them se lves d o w n  so th a t th e y  can a ll f i t  c o m fo r ta b ly  ins id e  ( I. 777 -  792 ), 

b u t those h ig h e r in  ra n k  are able to  keep th e ir  n o rm a l size, “ in  th e ir  o w n  d im en s ion s  lik e  

th em se lves / T he  great se raph ic  lo rds  and c h e ru b im / h i c lose recess and secret conc lave  sat,/ A  

thousand  d em i-g od s  on  g o ld e n  seats/ F re q u e n t and fu l l ”  ( I. 793 -  797).

Satan stands h u b r is t ic a lly  as head o f  the  In fe rn a l K in g d o m  -  “ H e  above the rest/ In  shape 

and gesture p ro u d ly  e m in e n t/ S tood  l ik e  a to w e r”  ( I. 589 -  5 91 ) -  b u t he is w o r th y  o f  h is  p rid e d  

p o s itio n  as “ Lea de r o f  those  a rm ies b r ig h t/  W h ic h  b u t th ’ O m n ip o te n t none co u ld  have  fo ile d ”  (I. 

272  -  2 73 ). T he  fa lle n  angels are “ T h ’ associates and copartners o f  [S a ta n ’ s] loss”  ( I. 2 65 ), and 

he is th e ir  C E O  because he was the fo u n d e r o f  H e ll In c ., s ta nd ing  f ir s t  and fo re m o s t b y  m e rit, 

w h ic h  is w h a t w e  are in fo rm e d  o f  in  the  o pe n ing  to  B o o k  I I :  “ H ig h  on  a th ro n e  o f  ro y a l s ta te .. . /  

Satan e xa lte d  sat, b y  m e r it  ra ised / T o  th a t bad  e m in e n c e .. ( I I .  1 -  6). Satan h im s e lf, f ro m  atop 

h is  in fe rn a l th ro ne , p ro v id e s  severa l reasons as to  he m e rits  it:

M e  th o u g h  ju s t  r ig h t  and the f ix e d  law s o f  H e a v ’n  

D id  f i r s t  create y o u r  leader, n e x t free  cho ice  

W ith  w h a t besides in  c o u n c il o r  in  f ig h t  

H a th  been ach ieved  o f  m e r it, ye t th is  loss.

T hu s  fa r  at least recovered , hath  m uch  m ore  

E s ta b lish e d  in  a safe u n e n v ie d  th ro ne  

Y ie ld e d  w ith  fu l l  consent. ( I I .  18 -  2 4 )
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Each o f  these c la im s is p ro b a b ly  true : “ [G Jreat indeed  [w a s ]/ H is  nam e and h ig h  w as h is  degree 

in  H e a v ’ n ”  (V . 706 -  7 0 7 ), w e  are to ld , as Satan w as “ o f  the  f ir s t /  I f  n o t the  f ir s t  a rchange l great 

in  p o w ’ r , /  In  fa v o r, and p re em ine nce ”  (V . 659 -  661 ). O n  to p  o f  h is  n a tu ra l p o w e r, S a tan ’ s 

angels choose h im  as th e ir  leader because o f  w h a t he does w ith  th a t p o w e r, because he, w ith  

w o rd s  and actions, “ le d  th ’ e m b a ttle d  se raph im  to  w a r / U n d e r [h is ] co n d u c t and in  d re a d fu l 

deeds/ Fearless endangered H e a v ’ n ’ s p e rpe tu a l K in g ”  ( I. 129 -  131). Satan s o lid if ie s  th a t 

p o s itio n  w he n , a fte r h a v in g  fa lle n  fro m  H eaven  w ith  h is  troo ps , he rises once m ore  and w ith  

g reat pass ion  insp ires  th e m  to  rise  a lo ng s ide  h im  in  H e ll ( I. 315 -  3 30 ), e n d in g  w ith  the  ra lly in g  

c ry , “ A w a k e ! A ris e , o r  be fo r  ever f a l l ’ n ! ”  T o  b oo t, Satan states th a t i f  he is to  s it h ig h e s t in  

H e ll,  he m u s t take on  the greatest share o f  re s p o n s ib ilit ie s , w h ic h  is w h y  he vo lu n te e rs  to  jo u rn e y  

a lone fro m  H e ll to  E den  th ro u g h  Chaos;

B u t I  sh o u ld  i l l  becom e th is  th rone , O  peers,

A n d  th is  im p e r ia l s o v ’ re ig n ty  adorned

W ith  sp lendor, a rm ed w ith  p o w ’ r, i f  a ug h t p roposed

A n d  ju d g e d  o f  p u b lic  m o m e n t in  the shape

O f  d i f f ic u l t y  o r danger c o u ld  deter

M e  fro m  a tte m p tin g . W h e re fo re  do I  assume

T hese ro y a ltie s  and n o t re fuse  to  re ig n ,

R e fr is in g  to  accept as great a share 

O f  hazard  as o f  h o n o r, due a lik e  

T o  h im  w h o  re igns?  A n d  so m uch  to  h im  due 

O f  hazard  m ore  as he above  the rest 

H ig h  h o n o red  sits. ( I I .  445 -  4 56 )
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W h e n  the Son o f  G o d  vo lu n tee rs  to  “ be m o rta l to  redeem / M a n ’ s m o rta l c r im e  ( I I I .  214  -  

2 15 ) because none o f  the  angels dare ( I I I .  217 -  2 65 ), G o d  the F a the r declares th a t the  Son “ hast 

been fo u n d / B y  m e rit m o re  than  b ir th r ig h t  Son o f  G o d ”  ( I I I .  308 -  309 ). Satan is lik e w is e  then  

b y  m e r it  m o re  than  any  o th e r reason leader o f  the In fe rn a l K in g d o m , “ w h o m  n o w  transcendent 

g lo ry  ra ised / A b o v e  h is  fe llo w s  w ith  m on a rch a l p r id e / C onsc ious  o f  h ig he st w o r th ”  ( I I .  427  -  

4 2 9 ), and h is  act is a c tu a lly  s u p e rio r to  the  S o n ’ s, fo r , as E m p son  p o in ts  ou t, “ N o b o d y  is 

su rp rised  at the  absence o f  vo lu n te e rs  am ong  the g ood  angels, w hereas Satan, d u r in g  the p a ra lle l 

scene in  H e ll ( I I .  4 70 ), has to  c lose the debate h u r r ie d ly  fo r  fe a r a less co m p ete n t rebe l p u t 

h im s e lf  fo rw a rd ”  (1 2 4 ). A n d  I ’ d c e rta in ly  say the “ se lflessness”  and the “ goodness”  o f  the S o n ’ s 

s a c rific e  on  M a n ’ s b e h a lf  is c e rta in ly  lessened in  th a t he o n ly  does so to  sp ite  Satan, as he states 

to  G o d  the F a the r ( I I I .  150 -  162).

W h ile  Satan has asp ired  to  becom e h is  o w n  god, in s o fa r as th in k in g  fo r  h im s e lf  and 

a c tin g  u p o n  h is  o w n  w i l l  -  “ H e  trus ted  to  have equaled  the M o s t H ig h / I f  he opposed”  ( I. 40 -  

41 ) -  the idea  tha t he w a n te d  to  becom e G o d  H im s e lf  is n o t re a lly  pushed b y  M ilto n ,  to  w it ,

Satan n eve r m irro rs  the  “ g ra nd  F oe / W h o . . . in  th ’ excess o f  jo y /  So le  re ig n in g  ho lds the ty ra n n y  

o f  H e a v ’ n ”  ( I.  122 -  124). Satan has a th ro ne  b o th  in  H eaven  and in  H e ll,  b u t h is  g o ve rn m e n t is 

n o t based u p o n  h a v in g  h is  supporte rs su pp lica te  b e fo re  h im , o r  d e m an d in g  th e ir  u n q u e s tio n in g  

su pp ort, o r  g iv in g  o rders  he can c a rry  o u t h im s e lf, u n lik e  G od , w h o  “ sends [ange ls ] u p o n  H is  

h ig h  behests/ F o r state, as S o v ’ re ig n  K in g , and to  in u re / [T h e ir ]  p ro m p t obedience”  ( V I I I .  238 -  

240 ). Satan earns the fa v o r  o f  h is  com rades, p ro v in g  h im s e lf  a m o s t w o r th y  leader, th e reb y  

e a rn in g  th e ir  u tm o s t p ra ise . G ran ted , there  is one p ro b le m a tic  m o m e n t w he n , ju s t  as Satan rises 

fro m  h is  in fe rn a l th ro n e  to  s ta rt h is  lonesom e  jo u rn e y , “ T o w a rd s  h im  [the  fa lle n  angels] bend/ 

W ith  a w f ii l  reverence  p ro n e  and as a g o d / E x to l h im  equal to  the H ig h ’ st in  H e a v ’n ”  ( I I .  477  -  

4 79 ), b u t I  th in k  th is  scene is so m ew ha t d o w n p la y e d  w h e n  w e  are in fo rm e d  th a t “ b o w in g  lo w /
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.. .to  su p e rio r sp irits  is w o n t in  H e a v ’n / (W h e re  h o n o r due and reverence  none  n e g le c ts )”  ( I I I .

736 -  738 ). A n d  fu rth e rm o re , i t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  th a t Satan doesn ’ t o rd e r h is  “ p ro u d  to w ’ rs ”  (V . 

9 07 ) to  do  so, whereas G o d , a fte r H is  Son vo lu n te e rs  to  d ie  on  M a n ’ s b e h a lf  in  the p a ra lle l scene 

in  H eaven, barks, “ B u t a ll  ye  gods/ A d o re  H im  w h o  to  com pass a ll th a t d ie s !/ A d o re  the Son and 

h o n o r H im  as M e !”  ( I I I .  341 -  3 43 ), w h ic h  is im m e d ia te ly  fo l lo w e d  b y  a p it ia b le  im age  o f  a ll the 

angels th ro w in g  th e ir  c ro w n s  to  the g ro un d , b o w in g  d o w n  to  G o d  and H is  Son and then  r is in g  

o n ly  to  harp  songs to  th e m  ( I I I .  344 -  371).

In  H eaven , Satan says that h is  so ld ie rs  “ can a llo w / O m n ip o te n ce  to  n one ”  ( V I .  158 -  

159), w h ic h  is w h y  w e  see h im  sh aring  p o w e r w ith  th em  w h e n  in  H e ll,  n a m e ly  w h e n  he seeks a 

course o f  a c tio n  to  take  aga inst G o d  in  o rd e r to  avenge th e ir  fa l l.  A s  so m e th in g  o f  a d e m o cra tic  

leader, Satan declares th a t “ these th o u g h ts / F u ll counse l m u s t m a tu re ”  ( I. 659 -  6 60 ), o rg a n iz in g  

“ A  so lem n  c o u n c il fo r th w ith  to  be h e ld / A t  P a nd e m o n iu m  the h ig h  c a p ita l/ O f  Satan and h is  

Peers”  ( I.  755 -  757 ), th e re in  p la c in g  em phasis u p o n  m e r it  once aga in  in  sa y in g  “ W h o  can advise  

m a y  speak”  ( I I .  4 2 ), as w e l l  as h a v in g  the  c h ie f  d e v ils  -  M o lo c h , B e lia l,  M a m m o n  and 

B ee lzebub  -  a ll g iv e  th e ir  o w n  speeches ( I I .  51 -  378 ). T he  In fe rn a l C o u n c il vo tes  in  fa v o r  o f  

the  la tte r ’ s p la n  ( I I .  386  -  3 89 ), w h ic h , p u t p la in ly , is to  “ Seduce th e m  [A d a m  and E ve ] to  o u r 

p a rty ”  ( I I .  3 68 ), and due to  B e e lz e b u b ’ s p la n  b e in g  “ f ir s t  d ev ised / B y  Satan and in  p a rt 

p roposed ”  ( I I .  379 -  3 8 0 ), the an ti-S a tan is ts  c o m p la in  th a t Satan has r ig g e d  the system , b u t to  

th is  E m p so n  rebuts: “ S om e eager c r it ic s  have  c a lle d  th is  d ir ty  o f  Satan, b u t a reader accustom ed 

to  c o m m itte e -w o rk  w o u ld  reco gn ize  th a t he had  been to o  p ro u d  to  lo b b y , and th a t h is  m o ra l 

s tand ing  tu rn e d  o u t s tron g  enough fo r  h im  to  ge t h is  w a y  w ith o u t i t ”  (55  -  56). A ls o , i t ’ s n o t as 

th o u g h  Satan pre tends to  have  n o th in g  to  do w ith  the idea B e e lze bu b  puts fo r th , g iv e n  th a t he 

f ir s t  com es up  w ith  i t  b e fo re  the e n tire ty  o f  h is  fa lle n  leg ion s  ( I. 650  -  6 56 ), w h o  w o u ld  th e re fo re  

have to  be w e ll  aw are th a t th e y  w ere  fa v o r in g  a course o f  a c tio n  th o u g h t up  and e labo ra ted  upon
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betw een  th e ir  tw o  h ig h e s t leaders. M o re  im p o rta n tly , i t ’ s w o r th  n o tin g  tha t Satan ’ s p la n  

inco rp o ra tes  a ll o f  th e ir  ideas: the fa lle n  angels w i l l  co n tin u e  th e ir  w a r w ith  G o d  (M o lo c h ), ye t 

n o t in  an im p o ss ib le  a ll-o u t assault u p o n  H eaven -  a llo w in g  th em  to  a v o id  fu rth e r p u n ish m e n t on 

accoun t o f  vae  v ic t is  (B e lia l)  -  b u t a c o v e rt o pe ra tion  in  Eden (B e e lzeb ub ), the rebe l angels to ld  

to  expand  th e ir  e m p ire  in  H e ll in  the in te r im  (M a m m o n ).

M il to n  was m o re  than  capable o f  p o rtra y in g  Satan as a s in is te r tr ic k s te r  w h o  has duped 

h is  fo llo w e rs , and ye t he c u rio u s ly  does n o t -  at least n o t to  the  e x ten t he v e ry  w e ll c o u ld  have. 

Instead, he p o rtrays  Satan as ever fa ith fu l to  h is  troops, so m uch  so th a t one o f  the reasons Satan 

re jects  the  th o u g h t o f  repentance  is h is  “ dread o f  sham e/ A m o n g  the s p ir its  beneath”  ( IV .  82 -  

83), w h ic h  is lik e w is e  w h y  he understands th a t he m u s t c a rry  o u t h is  m is s io n  to  seduce A d a m  

and E ve , th o u g h  he fee ls  sym p a th e tic  dread fo r  h a v in g  to  do so: “ A n d  sh ou ld  I at [ th e ir ]  harm less 

inn o ce n ce / M e lt,  as I  do , ye t p u b lic  reason ju s t , /  H o n o r  and e m p ire  w ith  revenge e n la rged / B y  

co n q u e rin g  th is  new  w o r ld  com pels  m e n o w / T o  do w h a t else, th o u g h  dam ned, I  sh ou ld  a bhor”  

( IV .  388 -  392 ). T he  re b e l angels accept Satan as th e ir  leader because he is a good  leader, 

perhaps best d e line a te d  w h e n  in  the depths o f  H e ll he in fo rm s  h is  fa lle n  b u t fe rv e n t fo rces, “ I 

ab road / T h ro u g h  a ll the  coasts o f  d a rk  d e s tru c tio n  seek/ D e live ra n ce  fo r  us a l l ! ”  ( I I .  463 -  465). 

F o r the “ H e a v ’ n -b an ishe d  h o s t”  (X . 4 3 7 ), Satan is “ th e ir  great a dve n tu re r”  (X . 4 40 ) on  w h o m  

“ T he  w e ig h t o f  a ll and [ th e ir ]  last hope  re lie s ”  ( I I .  4 1 6 ), and i t  is u n fa ir  to  say th a t th e y  are dupes, 

fo r  S atan ’ s n o b le  u n d e rta k in g  at no  p o in t appears d is in ge nu ou s, e sp e c ia lly  s ince he repeats h is  

so le m n  v o w  to  S in , h is  daugh te r, and to  D ea th , h is  “ son and g ra n d c h ild  b o th ”  (X . 3 84 ), at the 

G ates o f  H e ll -  “ I com e no  enem y b u t to  set fre e / F ro m  o u t th is  d a rk  and d is m a l house o f  p a in / 

B o th  h im  and  thee and a ll the  H e a v ’n ly  h o s t/ O f  s p ir its  tha t in  o u r ju s t  pretenses a rm ed / F e ll w ith  

us fro m  on  h ig h ”  ( I I .  818 -  826) -  and aga in  to  G a b rie l in  the G arden o f  Eden:
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. . .  I  a lone  f ir s t  u n d e rto o k  

T o  w in g  the deso la te  abyss and spy 

T h is  new -c re a te d  w o r ld  w h e re o f in  H e ll 

Fam e is  n o t s ilen t, here in  hope  to  f in d  

B e tte r  abode and m y  a ff l ic te d  pow ers  

T o  se ttle  here on  earth  o r in  m id  a ir,

T h o u g h  fo r  possession p u t to  t r y  once m o re  

W h a t th o u  and th y  g ay  leg ions  dare aga inst,

W h o se  easier business w ere  to  serve th e ir  L o rd

H ig h  u p  in  H e a v ’ n  w ith  songs to  h y m n  H is  th ro ne

A n d  p ra c tic e d  d istances to  c rin g e , n o t f ig h t. ( IV .  935 -  945)

G iv e n  th a t Sa tan ’ s b o ld  w o rd s  are b acke d  b y  b o ld  a c tion , i t  is su re ly  vei*y d i f f ic u l t  to  agree w ith  

G a b rie l (and  the a n ti-S a tan is ts ) th a t he  is no  m o re  th an  a “ s ly  h y p o c rite , w h o  n o w  w o u ld s t seem / 

P a tron  o f  l ib e r ty ”  ( IV .  9 57  -  958).

Satan e x h ib its  a s o ld ie r ly  code o f  c o n d u c t fro m  the start, p a r t ic u la r ly  w h e n  he f ir s t  

gathers h is  angels in  H e a ve n  to  p ropose  re v o lu tio n , re fu s in g  to  t r y  and co n v in c e  th em , m e re ly  

se rv in g  as a m ir ro r ,  a llo w in g  th e m  to  see th e ir  id e a l th ou gh ts  re a lize d : “ W i l l  ye  s u b m it y o u r 

necks and choose to  b e n d / T he  supp le  knee? Y e  w i l l  n o t i f  I  tru s t/ T o  k n o w  ye r ig h t  o r  i f  ye 

k n o w  y o u rs e lv e s .. . ”  (V .  787 -  789). A ls o , w h e n  faced  w ith  the sole angel w h o  does n o t agree 

w ith  h im , A b d ie l,  Satan n e ith e r tr ies  to  te m p t h im  in to  c o n ve rs io n  n o r take  h im  ca p tive  in  o rd e r 

to  keep the im p e n d in g  coup a secret. Satan a llo w s  A b d ie l to  fle e  to  the ranJcs o f  the G o d ly  angels 

p h y s ic a lly  as w e ll as p h ilo s o p h ic a lly , so th a t he m a y  face h im  h o n o ra b ly  on  the b a tt le fie ld , 

sh o u tin g  w ith  g reat p rid e :
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O u r o w n  r ig h t  hand 

S h a ll teach us h ig h e s t deeds b y  p ro o f  to  t r y  

W h o  is o u r equal. T h e n  th o u  sha lt b e h o ld  

W h e th e r b y  s u p p lic a tio n  w e  in te n d  

A d d re ss  and to  b e g ir t th ’ a lm ig h ty  th ro ne  

B eseech ing  o r b es ie g in g ! T h is  re p o rt,

These tid in g s  c a rry  to  th ’ A n o in te d  K in g —

A n d  f ly ,  ere e v il in te rc e p t th y  f l ig h t !  (V . 864 -  871)

Satan repeats th is  a d m ira b le  act in  the G arden  o f  E den  w h e n  c o n fro n te d  b y  tw o  in fe r io r  angels, 

I th u r ie l and Z ephon , sent b y  G a b rie l: “ I f  I  m u s t c o n te n d .. . /  B est w ith  the  best, the  sender n o t the 

sent,/ O r  a ll at once, m o re  g lo ry  w i l l  be w o n / O r  less be lo s t”  ( IV .  851 -8 5 4 ) .  F ac in g  o f f  w ith  h is  

in fe r io r  s p ir its  is beneath  the  P rince  o f  P ride , u n lik e  G od , w h o , as co sm ic  b u lly ,  cons igns those 

w h o  l i te ra l ly  can do  H im  no  h a rm  to  e ve rla s tin g  to rm e n t, a llo w in g  th em  “ e terna l b e in g ,/ T o  

u nd e rgo  e te rna l p u n is h m e n t”  ( I. 154 -  155).

F o r l ik e  reasons o f  p rid e  does Satan re fra in  fro m  a tte m p tin g  to  p ro se ly tize  a ll o f  the 

ang e lic  hos t, w h ic h  is to  say, he w an ts  o n ly  the best o f  the best, and th a t c r ite r io n  c o u ld  n eve r 

w e lc o m e  a ll,  fo r  in  H ea ven , as i t  is on  E a rth , there  are a fe w  e lite  in d iv id u a ls  am ongst the 

m e d io c re  masses -  a fe w  lo n e  w o lv e s  am ongst the  h e rd  o f  sheep -  and Satan d ire c t ly  addresses 

th is  w h e n  he co n fro n ts  A b d ie l on  the  h e a v e n ly  b a tt le fie ld :

A t  f i r s t  I  th o u g h t th a t l ib e r ty  and H eaven  

T o  h e a v ’n ly  souls had  been a ll one b u t n o w  

I  see th a t m o s t th ro u g h  s lo th  had ra th e r serve,
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M in is t ’ r in g  s p ir its  tra in e d  up  in  feast and song.

Such hast th o u  a rm ed— the m in s tre ls y  o f  H e a ve n !—

S e rv ih ty  w ith  fre e d o m  to  contend,

A s  b o th  th e ir  deeds com pared  th is  d ay  sh a ll p ro ve . (V I .  164 -  170)

T he  D e v i l ’ s a rm y  is fo rm e d  b y  the  D a rk  P rin c e ’ s S atan ic  L ig h t  s h in in g  u p o n  h is  com rades, 

re v e a lin g  w h a t th e y  t r u ly  are, w h ic h , in  A b d ie l ’ s case, is a s lave seek ing  sa n c tim o n io u s  shackles, 

and in  the case o f  the  re m a in d e r o f  “ A  th ird  p a rt o f  the  gods”  ( V I .  156), lib e ra te d  in d iv id u a ls  

m ig h ty  enough  to  stand ta ll  and p ro u d  beside th e ir  leader in  “ the  s t r i fe . . . o f  those w h o  aga inst 

enorm ous odds neverthe less p e rs is t in  th e ir  e ffo rts  to  free  them se lves fro m  the d esp o tic  ru le  o f  a 

ty ra n t”  (F ish , x x x ix ) .

W h e re  M il to n ’ s a lle g ian ce  lies  is r ig h t ly  b ro u g h t in to  q ue s tion  in  l ig h t  o f  h o w  

m a g n ific e n t he p o rtra y s  S atan ’ s speeches and actions, h is  d e p ic tio n  o f  the  W a r  in  H eaven  b e in g  a 

p e rfe c t e xam ple : T he  B ib le  describes th is  ce le s tia l w a r in  a fe w  f le e tin g  lin e s  (R e v e la tio n  12:7 -  

9 ), b u t M il to n ,  on  the  o th e r hand, e m b e llishe s  a g rea t deal, g o in g  d ra s tic a lly  o u t o f  h is  w a y  to  

c lo th e  Satan and h is  re b e l a rm y  in  v a lia n t s trength . G o d  orders, “ G o, M ic h a e l, o f  ce le s tia l a rm ies 

p rin c e / A n d  th o u  in  m il i ta ry  p row ess n e x t,/ G a b rie l, lead fo r th  to  b a ttle  these m y  sons/

In v in c ib le ”  ( V I .  44  -  4 7 ). T h o u g h  w a rr in g  aga inst in v in c ib le  opponen ts , the Suprem e R ebel 

enters the b a tt le f ie ld  “ w ith  vast and h a u g h ty  s tride s”  (V . 109), and r ig h t ly  so, as he is fa c in g  o f f  

aga inst an a rm y  tw ic e  th e  size o f  h is  o w n , ru le d  o v e r b y  G o d  H im s e lf ,  and he m anages to  h o ld  

o u t fo r  three  days, p ro v in g  M ic h a e l’ s su p e rio r fo rc e  m e lts  b e fo re  the flam es o f  th e ir  in d o m ita b le  

s p ir it, c o m p e lh n g  G o d  to  use H is  o m n ip o te n t s treng th  to  end the w ar. S ta n d in g  b e fo re  M ic h a e l, 

Satan a ccu ra te ly  su m m arizes  h is  courageous re v o lt  in  the fo l lo w in g  d ia tr ib e :
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N o r  th in k  th o u  w ith  w in d  

O f  a iry  th reats to  aw e w h o m  ye t w ith  deeds 

T h o u  canst n o t! H ast th o u  tu rn e d  the least o f  these 

T o  f l ig h t  o r, i f  to  fa l l,  b u t th a t th e y  rise  

U n va n q u ish e d , easier to  transact w ith  m e 

T h a t th o u  shou lds t hope, im p e rio u s , and w ith  threats 

T o  chase m e hence? E rr  n o t th a t so sh a ll end 

T h e  s tr ife  w h ic h  th o u  c a ll ’ st e v il  b u t w e  s ty le  

T h e  s tr ife  o f  g lo ry , w h ic h  w e  m ean to  w in  

O r  tu rn  th is  H e a v ’ n  i ts e lf  in to  the H e ll 

T h o u  fab les t, here h o w e v e r to  d w e ll free ,

I f  n o t to  re ig n . M e a n w h ile  th y  u tm o s t fo rc e —

A n d  jo in  H im  nam ed A lm ig h ty  to  th y  a id —

I f l y  n o t b u t have sough t thee fa r  and n ig h . ( V I .  282 -  295)

M ic h a e l’ s sw ord , “ f ro m  the  a rm o ry  o f  G o d / .. .g iv ’ n  h im  tem pered  so th a t n e ith e r keen / N o r  so lid  

m ig h t res is t th a t edge”  ( V I .  321 -  3 23 ), cuts s tra ig h t th ro u g h  Satan ’ s and sheers th ro u g h  h is  r ig h t 

side, m a k in g  h im  f ir s t  fe e l p a in  (V I.  323 -  3 30 ), b u t as i t  tu rn s  ou t, Satan is to u g h  enough to  eat 

h e llf ire  and ask fo r  seconds.

T he  in f in ite  v ig ila n c e  e x h ib ite d  b y  Satan and h is  so ld ie rs  v a s tly  outsh ines th a t o f  the h o ly

angels, w h o  n o t o n ly  have  strength  in  num bers and the A lm ig h ty  G o d  on  th e ir  side, b u t w h o ,

a cco rd in g  to  M il to n ,  c a n n o t fee l p a in  because th e y  are n o t s inners: “ Such h ig h  advantages th e ir

in n o ce n ce / G ave th em  above th e ir  foes n o t to  have s inn ed ,/ N o t to  have d isobeyed. In  f ig h t  th e y

sto o d / U n w e a rie d , u n o b n o x io u s  to  be p a in e d / B y  w o u n d  th o u g h  fro m  th e ir  p lace  b y  v io le n c e

m o v e d ”  ( V I .  401 -  4 0 5 ). C o m m e n tin g  on  these line s , S tan ley  F ish  w rite s :
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B u t i f  the  lo y a l angels are inca pa b le  o f  p a in  and canno t be w ea rie d , th e ir  a b i l ity  to  

s tand in  f ig h t  is  h a rd ly  re m a rka b le  o r p ra is e w o rth y . Indeed  th is  advantage is a 

d isadvantage  i f  “ d if f ic u l ty ”  is one c o n d it io n  o f  h e ro is m .. . fo r  i t  g ives Satan and 

h is  fo llo w e rs  s o m e th in g  to  p u t up  w ith , so m e th in g  to  rise  a b o v e .. .[a n d ] the 

p ic tu re  o f  Satan g r it t in g  h is  teeth  and b e a rin g  i t  does have  a ce rta in  fo rce , and i t  is 

c e rta in ly  m o re  v is ib ly  im p re ss ive  than  a n y th in g  w e  see on  the o the r side. (1 8 7 )

Satan f i r m ly  ho lds  th a t “ to  be w e a k  is m is ’ ra b le ,/ D o in g  o r S u ffe r in g ”  ( I. 157 -  158), w h ic h  is 

w h y  he expresses g re a t a d m ira tio n  and e q u a lly  great d e v o tio n  to  the m ig h ty  a rm y  o f  h is  b rave  

and brazen  b ro the rs , best expressed a fte r the  f ir s t  day o f  b a ttle  resu lts  in  a sta lem ate:

O  n o w  in  danger tr ie d , n o w  k n o w n  in  arm s 

N o t  to  be o v e rp o w ’ red, co m p an ion s  dear, 

F o u n d  w o r th y  n o t o f  l ib e r ty  a lone.

T o o  m ean a pre tense, b u t w h a t w e  m o re  a ffe c t. 

H o n o r, d o m in io n , g lo ry  and re n o w n  

W h o  have susta ined  one day  in  d o u b tfu l f ig h t  

(A n d  i f  one day, w h y  n o t e terna l days?)

W h a t H e a v e n ’ s L o rd  had p o w ’ r fu lle s t to  send 

A g a in s t us fro m  a b o u t H is  th ro ne  and ju d g e d  

S u ff ic ie n t to  subdue us to  H is  w i l l .

B u t p roves  n o t so! (V I .  418  -  4 28 )
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W e  get a s im ila r  p ic tu re  a fte r Satan rouses h is  fa lle n  leg ions  fro m  the b u rn in g  lake  o f  H e ll;

H e  th ro u g h  the arm ed file s  

D a rts  h is  expe rienced  eye and soon traverse 

T h e  w h o le  b a tta lio n  v ie w s , th e ir  o rd e r due,

T h e ir  visages and sta ture  as o f  gods,

T h e ir  n u m b e r las t he sums. A n d  n o w  h is  heart 

D is te n d s  w ith  p rid e , and h a rd ’ n in g  in  h is  strength,

G lo rie s . ( I. 567 -  573)

G a b rie l says o f  S atan ’ s a rm y , “ F it  b o d y  to  f i t  head”  ( IV .  9 53 ), and Satan seems to  have so m uch  

respect fo r  h is  troops  p re c is e ly  fo r  th a t reason -  fo r  th e ir  b e in g  re fle c tio n s  o f  h im , w h ic h  is to  

say, th e y  are fearless de fenders o f  th e ir  in d iv id u a l selves, w h ic h  is w h y  w e  see th em  a ll “ d o in g  

th e ir  o w n  th in g ”  d o w n  in  H e ll d u r in g  Satan ’ s absence -  each “ p e rp le xe d  w here  he m a y  lik e lie s t 

fm d / T ru ce  to  h is  restless th ou gh ts  and e n te rta in / T he  irk s o m e  hou rs  t i l l  h is  great c h ie f  re tu rn ”

( I I .  525 -  5 27 ) -  som e p u rs u in g  “ O ly m p ia n  gam es,”  o thers m us ic , o thers p h ilo s o p h y , o thers 

e x p lo ra tio n  ( I I .  521 -  6 2 8 ), u n lik e  w h a t w e  see o f  H eaven , w h ic h  m akes i t  seem as th o u g h  a ll 

there  is fo r  angels is “ song  and dance about [G o d ’ s] sacred h i l l ”  (V . 619). W h e n  Satan re tu rns to  

H e ll fro m  h is  jo u rn e y  to  Eden, “ L o u d  w as th ’ a c c la im ./ F o rth  rushed in  haste the great co n su ltin g  

peers/ R a ised  fro m  th e ir  d a rk  d iv a n  and w ith  l ik e  jo y /  C o n g ra tu la n t approached h im ”  (X . 455 -  

4 58 ), as th e ir  u n ity  u n d e r the  leadersh ip  o f  L u c ife r  does n o t d im in is h  th e ir  in d iv id u a lis m .

In  Paradise L o s t, M il to n  co m p la in s  th a t w a rfa re  seem ed the o n ly  su itab le  to p ic  fo r  epics 

( IX .  28 -  3 1 ), as in  H o m e r ’ s Iliad and Odyssey, as w e ll as V i r g i l ’ s Aeneid, la m e n tin g  tha t “ the 

b e tte r fo r t itu d e / O f  p a tie nce  and h e ro ic  m a rty rd o m / [w e re ] U n su n g ”  ( IX .  31 -  33), in  tu rn
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b e lie v in g  th a t the ta le  he is te lH ng  is “ N o t less b u t m ore  h e ro ic ”  ( IX .  14). N everthe less, the 

m il i ta ry  m ig h t and in te llig e n c e  M il to n  p ro v id e s  Satan w ith  is a lm o s t im p o ss ib le  n o t to  adm ire . 

Satan is  p o rtra ye d  as the  f ir s t  in v e n to r, w h o  creates canons to  r iv a l the su p e rio r fo rce  o f  the h o ly  

angels in  b a ttle  (V I.  4 7 0  -  523). M ic h a e l’ s a rm y  is p u t to  such d isa rra y  b y  Satan ’ s c rea tive  

ca p a c ity  th a t th e y  can re ta lia te  o n ly  b y  to ss in g  m o u n ta in s  at the  rebels (V I .  630 -  6 61 ), and even 

then  the la tte r  do n o t g iv e  up, f i r in g  m o u n ta in s  r ig h t b a ck  ( V I .  662 -  6 68 ), th e ir  s p ir its  so 

insupe rab le  th a t G o d  is fo rce d  to  send H is  Son to  end the w ar: “ Pursue these sons o f  darkness, 

d riv e  th em  o u t/ F ro m  a ll H e a v ’n ’ s bounds in to  the  u tte r d ee p !/ T he re  le t th em  le a m  as lik e s  them  

to  desp ise/ G o d  and M e ss ia h , h is  A n o in te d  K in g ”  (V I .  7 1 5 - 7 1 8 ) .  T he  rebels  at f ir s t  a tte m p t to  

face o f f  aga inst G o d ’ s Son (V I .  785 -7 9 9 ) ,  b u t w h e n  the Son becom es fearsom e (V I .  824 -  838), 

Satan ’ s a rm y  -  Satan in c lu d e d , s ince G o d  and H is  Son are the excep tions  to  S atan ’ s fearlessness 

( I I .  678 -  6 79 ) -  becom e  b a n k ru p t o f  courage, re tre a tin g  u n t i l  chased o u t o f  H eaven, d o w n  in to  

H e ll (V I .  838 -  877).

Satan awakes u p o n  the b u rn in g  lake  o f  H e ll,  w h ic h  is w he re  the poem  a c tu a lly  beg ins, 

and th o u g h  to rtu re d  b y  the “ f ie ry  de luge  fe d / W ith  e v e r-b u rn in g  s u lfu r  unco nsu m e d ”  ( I.  68 -  69), 

he uses the  fie rc e  fla m e s  to  illu m in a te  h is  p rid e d  p o s itio n  in  o p p o s itio n  to  G o d  and to  re fu e l h is  

b u rn in g  des ire  to  m a in ta in  th a t p o s itio n , fo r  i t  is h is  o w n  ra ison  d ’ etre, as he la te r states: “ I  g lo ry  

in  the n am e/ ‘ A n ta g o n is t o f  H e a v ’ n ’ s A lm ig h ty  K i n g . . ( X .  386 -  387 ). Satan, w h o  in v e rts  the 

concep t o f  the  fe l ix  cu lp a , the  “ fo rtu n a te  fa l l , ”  b e lie v in g  th a t “ F ro m  th is  descent/ C e le s tia l 

V ir tu e s  r is in g  w i l l  appear/ M o re  g lo r io u s  and m ore  dread than  fi*om no fa l l ”  ( I I .  14 -  16), is l ik e  

the m y th ic  p h o e n ix , w h ic h  b u m s  i t s e l f  and rises anew  fro m  its  o w n  ashes. A d d re s s in g  

B ee lzebub , h is  se co n d -in -co m m a n d , L u c ife r ,  “ A n d  thence in  H e a v ’n  c a lle d  Satan”  ( I. 82), 

expresses an ever d e fia n t s p ir it:
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W h a t th ou gh  the f ie ld  be lost?

A l l  is  n o t los t: th ’ unco nq ue ra b le  w i l l  

A n d  s tu d y  o f  revenge, im m o rta l hate 

A n d  courage  n e ve r to  s u b m it o r y ie ld —

T h a t g lo ry  neve r sh a ll H is  w ra th  o r m ig h t 

E x to r t  f ro m  m e: to  b o w  and sue fo r  grace 

W ith  su p p lia n t knee and d e ify  H is  p o w ’ r  

W h o  fro m  the te rro r  o f  th is  a rm  so late 

D o u b te d  H is  e m p ire ! T h a t w ere  lo w  indeed,

T h a t w e re  an ig n o m in y  and sham e beneath  

T h is  d o w n fa l l . . .  ( I. 1 0 5 - 1 1 6 )

S u rv e y in g  the in fe rn a l landscape, Satan, as the  u lt im a te  o p tim is t, shouts, “ H a il ho rro rs , 

h a il/  In fe rn a l w o r ld ! A n d  th ou , p ro fo u n d e s t H e ll, /  R ece ive  th y  n e w  possessor, one w h o  b rin g s / A  

m in d  n o t to  be changed b y  p lace  o r t im e !”  ( I. 250  —  2 53 ). W a ld o c k  com m ents  tha t “ w h a t w e  are 

c h ie f ly  m ade to  see and fe e l”  here f ro m  Satan are the  fo llo w in g :

.. .fo r t itu d e  in  a d v e rs ity , enorm ous endurance, a ce rta in  sp le n d id  recklessness, 

rem a rka b le  p o w e rs  o f  r is in g  to  an occasion , e x tra o rd in a ry  q u a litie s  o f  leadersh ip  

(s h o w n  n o t least in  h is  sa lu ta ry  taun ts), and s tr ik in g  in te llig e n c e  in  m ee ting  

d if f ic u lt ie s  th a t are n o v e l and co u ld  seem o v e rw h e lm in g . W h a t w e  fe e l m o s t o f  

a ll, I  suppose, is h is  re fu sa l to  g iv e  in — ju s t  that. H o w  can M il to n  he lp  

s y m p a th iz in g  w ith  q u a litie s  such as these? O b v io u s ly  he sym path izes w ith  them .
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In  th is  sense and to  th is  e x ten t he is on  Satan ’ s side, as i t  w as q u ite  p ro p e r fo r  h im  

to  be. (77 )

Sure, Satan m a y  s tu m b le  a b it  in  h is  se d itiou s  stance as the  s to ry  progresses due to  the  tra g ic  

natu re  o f  h is  fa lle n  c o n d it io n , p a r t ic u la r ly  w h e n  he “ fa lls  in to  m a n y  doubts  w ith  h im s e lf  and 

m a n y  passions— fear, envy , and desp a ir”  (T e ske y , 77), as M il to n  w rite s  in  “ T he  A rg u m e n t”  to  

B o o k  IV .  S atan ’ s la m e n ta tio n  in  h is  s o lilo q u y  th e re in  -  w h ic h  p a ra lle ls  T he  B ib le ’ s p o rtra y a l o f  

the  Son o f  G o d ’ s “ m o m e n ts  o f  d o u b t and p a in ”  b o th  in  G ethsem ane (M a rk  14:36) and on  the 

cross (M a tth e w  2 7 :4 6 ) -  is indeed  h is  lo w e s t m o m e n t, b u t even s t i l l  h is  re c a lc itra n t s p ir it  is fa r 

fro m  los t: “ Is  there  n o  p la ce / L e f t  fo r  repentance, none fo r  p a rdo n  le f t? / N o n e  le f t  b u t b y  

su bm iss io n  and th a t w o rd /  D is d a in  fo rb id s  m e . . ( I V .  79 -  82). E ve n  th o u g h  Satan m a y  n o t be 

able  to  m ake  H e ll a H eaven , H eaven  is  s t i l l  a H e ll to  h im , and fo r  th a t reason he pushes on as 

G o d ’ s A d v e rs a ry , s u ffe r in g  in  h is  n o b le  cause, “ p re fe rr in g / H a rd  l ib e r ty  b e fo re  the easy y o k e / O f  

s e rv ile  p o m p ”  ( I I .  255 -  257).

Satan, the  S uprem e R ebe l w h o  w o u ld  ra th e r fa l l  in to  H e ll than  fa l l  to  h is  knees in

H eaven , w h o  chooses to  d ie  e terna l death  in  h is  v a in  ye t v a lia n t e ffo r t  to  o v e rth ro w  the Suprem e

T y ra n t, is indeed  an im m e n s e ly  im p re ss ive  in d iv id u a l,  to  say the  v e ry  least, and fo r  th is  reason

are the f ir s t  w o rd s  in  the  poem  spoken b y  G o d  H im s e lf  in  p ra ise  o f  S atan ’ s pers is tence: “ O n ly

b ego tten  Son, seest th o u  w h a t rage/ T ra n sp o rts  o u r A d v e rs a ry  w h o m  no b o u n d s / P rescribed , no

bars o f  H e ll n o r  a ll the  ch a ins / H eaped  o n  h im  there  n o r  ye t the  m a in  abyss/ W id e  in te rru p t can

h o l d . . ( I I I .  80 -  84). I f  the  c o n tro v e rs y  o v e r w h e th e r Satan m a y  r ig h t ly  be cons ide red  the hero

o f  Paradise L o s t is to  be dec ided  on  the g rounds o f  s u b lim ity  and g randeur, then  w ith o u t a d o u b t

Satan is the  p o e m ’ s h e ro , fo r  he outsh ines a ll o f  the  o th e r characters: A d a m  and E ve  are

c o w a rd ly  flu n k ie s , M ic h a e l and the h o ly  angels s la ve -so ld ie rs  w h o  c o m p la c e n tly  accept
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sh am efu l s e rv il ity  to  the  m o s t u n a ttra c tive  character, G od , an a rb itra ry  d ic ta to r w h o  sets e te rn a lly  

ablaze a ll w h o  refuse to  b o w  d o w n  to  H im . Satan, ever true  to  the  H e b re w  m ean ing  o f  h is  nam e 

-  “ a dve rsa ry”  -  is the  a n tith es is  o f  the  a fo resa id ; a m ig h ty  f ig u re  w h o  b o ld ly  defies su pe rio r 

p o w e r, a lb e it a ll-p o w e r fu l;  a ch a rism a tic  leader fa ith fu l and fa ir  to  h is  fe l lo w  troops; the  f irs t  

ske p tic ; the f ir s t  re v o lu tio n is t; the  f ir s t  in v e n to r; the f ir s t  e x p lo re r; the f ir s t  lo v e r o f  l ib e rty ; the 

f ir s t  to  s tand o u t aga inst the  status quo.

Satan, in  one w a y  o r ano the r to w e r in g  above a ll o th e r characters M il to n  cra fted , m erits  

h is  m o n u m e n ta l p rid e , and h is  e nd in g  up  as the e x c it in g  a ttra c tio n  o f  Paradise L o s t w as, in  a 

w a y , an u n a v o id a b le  o u tco m e , as even the  p io us  C .S. L e w is  adm its : “ I t  rem a ins , o f  course, true  

th a t Satan is the  best d ra w n  o f  M i l t o n ’ s characters. T he  reason is n o t h a rd  to  f in d . . .Set a 

h u n d red  poets to  te ll th e  same s to ry  and in  n in e ty  o f  the  re s u lt in g  poem s Satan w i l l  be the  best 

characte r”  (10 0 ). T h is  a ttra c tio n  o f  M a n  to  the D a rk  P rince  is in h e re n t in  Paradise L o s t its e lf, as 

seen w h e n  R aphael e xp la in s  to  A d a m  th a t “ som e [ o f  the  angels] are f a l l ’ n , to  d isobed ience  f a l l ’ n / 

A n d  so fro m  H e a v ’n  to  deepest H e ll.  O  fa l l /  F ro m  w h a t h ig h  state o f  b liss  in to  w h a t w o e !”  (V .

541 -  5 43 ), A d a m  in  tu rn  express ing  deep fa s c in a tio n  o ve r the s to ry  “ W o r th y  o f  sacred s ilence  to  

be h e a rd !”  (V .  557). D e sp ite  h is  fa u lts , h is  fla w s , h is  fo ib le s , M i l t o n ’ s Satan is u lt im a te ly  

som eone w h o  is beaten d o w n  o ve r and o ve r aga in , ye t neve r ceases to  get b a c k  up  and rise  fro m  

e ve ry  fa l l  he is faced  w ith ,  re fu s in g  to  g iv e  up on  h im s e lf, and n o th in g  seems s u ff ic ie n t to  

u n d e rm in e  such a t ita n ic  fig u re .

D o  m o d e m  readers o f  Parad ise  L o s t tend to  sym pa th ize  w ith  M il to n ’ s Satan because th e y  

are l iv in g  in  a p o s t-E n lig h te n m e n t w o r ld , h a v in g  been ta u g h t to  tru s t in  reason and ev idence  o ve r 

fa ith  and tra d itio n , and e ver u rg ed  to  p ro te c t th e ir  r ig h ts  as in d iv id u a ls  w h ile  p ro te s tin g  the p o w e r 

o f  the State and the C h u rch ?  A b s o lu te ly , and th a t is the  p o in t: tra d it io n a lly , the D e v il has been
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seen as “ the  E v i l  O ne”  s im p ly  because he is d e fin e d  as the A d v e rs a ry  o f  a G o d  to ld  to  e p ito m ize  

goodness, b u t peop le  to d a y  are free  fro in  b e in g  fo rc e d  to  c a ll G o d  “ g o o d ”  i f  the  ev idence  to  th em  

p o in ts  to  the  co n tra ry . A s  C .S. L e w is  w rite s , “ M a n y  o f  those w h o  say th e y  d is h k e  M i l to n ’ s G o d  

o n ly  m ean th a t th e y  d is lik e  G o d ”  (1 3 0 ), b u t th a t d is in c lin a tio n  is n o t n ece ssarily  w ith o u t good  

reason: the  G o d  o f  T h e  B ib le  is a G o d  w h o , th o u g h  o m n ip o te n t, o m n is c ie n t and o m n ip rese n t 

ca lls  H im s e lf  a je a lo u s  G o d  (E xo d u s  2 0 :5 ), even say ing  th a t H is  nam e is “ Jealous”  (E xo d u s  

3 4 :1 4 ), and th is  g reen -eyed  m o n s te r o f  a G o d  is  one o f  m is o g y n y , s lave ry , genocide , in fa n tic id e , 

a n im a l and h um an  s a c rific e , excessive  law s and p u n is h m e n t c u lm in a tin g  in  the  H e ll reserved  fo r  

a ll w h o  do  n o t bend the knee in  su b m iss io n  to  H eaven. W ith o u t im m o v a b le  fa ith  in  Satan b e ing  

“ the  E v i l  O n e ,”  i t  is ind ee d  d i f f ic u l t  to  dam n the  D e v il w ith o u t h e s ita tio n  i f  co g n iza n t o f  these 

facts  c o n c e rn in g  the J u d e o -C h ris tia n  G od , le t a lone  the D e v il as p ic tu re d  b y  M ilto n ,  w h ic h  is 

w h y  P eter T h o rs le v  a c u te ly  observes in  T he  B y ro n ic  H e ro  th a t “ a ny  u nb iased  reader (b y  w h ic h  I 

m ean anyone  w h o  had  n o t s tarted o u t w ith  ‘ a g oo d  m o rn in g ’ s h a te ’ o f  Satan) m u s t a d m it tha t 

Satan has m o s t o f  the  h e ro ic  a c t io n .. .m o s t o f  the  co m m en da b le  sen tim en ts , expressed in  the 

p o e m ’ s m o s t p o w e r f i i l  language. T he  subsequent ‘ d e g ra d a tio n ’ o f  Satan does n o t seem to  m e to  

erase the  im p re ss io n  crea ted  b y  the h e ro ic  f ig u re  o f  the  f ir s t  b o o k s .”  (10 9).

L i  th is  day and age, an ti-he roes  are fa r  m o re  p o p u la r  th an  w h ite  h a tted  heroes, and th is  is

no  d o u b t due to  the in flu e n c e  o f  the  R o m a n tic  E ra , fo r  the  R o m a n tic  H e ro  is a s o lita ry  f ig u re  in

be tw een  v ir tu e  and v ic e , a hero  w ith  v il la in o u s  q u a litie s , a lonesom e outcas t and o u tla w  w h o  is

fa b u lo u s  desp ite  h is f la w s , t ita n ic  even in  tra g e d y , m a g n ific e n t even in  m is e ry , v ic to r io u s  even in

h is  va nq u ish . T o  g iv e  the  D e v il h is  due is to  take  note o f  the fa c t th a t the  R o m a n tics  saw

M il to n ’ s Satan as the a rch e typ a l R o m a n tic  hero , and as T h ro s le v  w rite s , “ O ne has u nd e rs to od  a

great dea l o f  c u ltu ra l h is to ry  i f  one understands the rise  o f  Satan fro m  h is  uneasy and e q u iv o c a l

p o s itio n  in  M i l to n ’ s e p ic , th ro u g h  the in c re a s in g ly  h e s ita n t c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  e ig h te e n th -c e n tu ry
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c r it ic s , to  h is  a b s o lu tio n  and near-apotheos is  am ong  the R o m a n tics ”  (19  -  20). W e  m us t 

rem em be r th a t the R o m a n tic s  w ere  l iv in g  in  the  w a ke  o f  the  A m e ric a n  and F rench  re v o lu tio n s  -  

events w h ic h  ch a llen ge d  “ T he  D iv in e  R ig h t o f  K in g s ”  w ith  the re v o lu tio n a ry  n o tio n  o f  w h a t 

T hom as Paine ca lle d  “ T he  R ig h ts  o f  M a n .”  R o m a n tic  rebels saw  suprem e ru le rs  as the suprem e 

e v il,  and th e re fo re  c o u ld  n o t h e lp  s y m p a th iz in g  w ith  the  p r im a l rebe l aga inst the  Suprem e R u le r. 

T he  R o m a n tics  co u ld  id e n t ify  w ith  the  D e v il  n o t o n ly  fo r  h is  h e ro ic  rise  to  re v o lu tio n , b u t fo r  the 

tra g e d y  o f  h is  subsequent fa l l  as w e ll.  L o rd  B y ro n  and P e rcy  Bysshe S he lley , n am e ly , 

u n d e rw e n t a so rt o f  S a tan ic  s tigm ata , the  fo rm e r -  th o u g h  h a v in g  in h e rite d  a peerage at age ten, 

b e c o m in g  the  S ix th  B a ro n  B y ro n  -  fo rc e d  to  e x ile  h im s e lf  fro m  E n g la n d  on  account o f  h is  

l ib e rt in e  sexua l escapades, the  la tte r e xp e lle d  fro m  O x fo rd  U n iv e rs ity  fo r  w r it in g  “ T he  N ece ss ity  

o f  A th e is m .”  H o w  c o u ld  these m en  n o t fe e l fo r  the  tra g ic  fa te  o f  Satan, fo re v e r e x ile d  fro m  h is  

h e a ve n ly  hom e la nd , d o o m e d  to  e te rna l s u ffe r in g  fo r  h is  re b e llio n  aga inst G od , the A lm ig h ty  

K in g ?

C.S. L e w is  argues th a t M il to n  w o u ld  neve r have  dream ed h is  Satan w o u ld  com e to  be 

seen as h e ro ic , m uch  less as a hero , because in  M i l to n ’ s day “ M e n  s t i l l  b e lie v e d  th a t there  re a lly  

w as such a person  as Satan, and th a t he w as a lia r . T he  p o e t d id  n o t fo resee th a t h is  w o rk  w o u ld  

one d ay  m ee t the  d is a rm in g  s im p lic ity  o f  c r it ic s  w h o  take  fo r  gospe l th in g s  said b y  the fa th e r o f  

fa lseh oo d  in  p u b lic  speeches to  h is  tro o p s ”  (10 0 ). L e w is  co m p la in s  th a t Satan cam e to  be 

a d m ire d  because “ re b e llio n  and p rid e  cam e, in  the  ro m a n tic  age, to  be a dm ire d  fo r  th e ir  o w n  

sake”  (1 3 3 ), b u t w h ile  M i l to n ’ s P u rita n is m  no d o u b t sets h im  a w o r ld  apart fro m  the debauchery 

o f  R o m a n tic is m , the P u rita n  p o e t’ s reb e lliou sne ss  and a cco m p a n y in g  tra g e d y  c e rta in ly  m atches 

th a t o f  the  R o m a n tic  poets:
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[M i lto n ]  w as k n o w n  as a p o lit ic a l c o n tro v e rs ia lis t, as a d ise s ta b lishm en ta ria n  

(som eone w h o  opposes an “ estab lished ,”  s ta te -run  ch u rch ), as an e nem y o f  

b ishops, and o f  “ h ire lin g  p rie s ts ”  (m in is te rs  p a id  fo r  th e ir  w o rk ) ,  as a p ro p o n e n t o f  

d iv o rc e , as a d e fe nd e r o f  re g ic id e , and as the  c h ie f  p ro p a g a n d is t o f  the  E n g lis h  

C o m m o n w e a lth  u n d e r the d ic ta to rs h ip  o f  O liv e r  C ro m w e ll— in  short, as a 

v ig o ro u s  p ro p o n e n t o f  e v e ry th in g  that, a fte r 1660, w as regarded  b y  m a n y  in  

E n g la n d  as c r im in a l and se d itiou s . T h is  v ie w  o f  M il to n  d id  n o t fade aw ay a fte r 

1667, w ith  the  appearance o f  Paradise L o s t. (T e ske y , x x v i i )

D esp ite  the  m a n y  tra g ic  e lem ents o f  M i l t o n ’ s persona l l i fe ,  perhaps the greatest tra g e d y  in  h is  

l i fe t im e  w as the re tu rn  o f  the m o n a rc h y  u n d e r C harles  I I ,  w h ic h  landed  M il to n  as an outcast.

T h is  is w h y  i t  is in c re d ib ly  d i f f ic u l t  n o t to  read a u to b io g ra p h ic a l e lem ents in to  h is  Satan, and 

lik e w is e  w h y , w ith  a ll  th is  in  m in d , i t  is  e q u a lly  d i f f ic u l t  to  escape the same co n c lu s io n  W a ld o c k  

com es to : “ C r it ic s  w h o  c la im  th a t Parad ise  L o s t ex is ts  fo r  Satan, th a t i t  is in  h im  and the energy 

he represents th a t the  im p e ris h a b le  s ig n ific a n c e  o f  Paradise L o s t is centered, have on  the  face o f  

i t  a b e tte r  case.”  (12 1 ).

M il to n ,  l ik e  h is  G o d , m a y  have  tr ie d  to  m ake  an e xam p le  o u t o f  the D e v il,  b u t i t  is 

u n d e n ia b le  th a t he ins tea d  w o u n d  up  m a k in g  h im  an e xe m p la r o f  in d iv id u a l l ib e r ty  and p r id e fu l 

re v o lt. T he  fa c t o f  the  m a tte r is th a t John  M ilto n ,  th o u g h  he m a y  n o t have  in ten de d  to , indeed  

becam e the  s a v io r o f  Satan, b re a k in g  the  cha ins o f  tra d itio n  w h ic h  k e p t h im  b o u n d  w ith in  the 

im age  o f  a m a le v o le n t m on ste r, a llo w in g  h im  to  soar to  h e ro ic  he igh ts , c o m p e llin g  readers to  

sym pa th ize  w ith  h is  p lig h t  u n t i l  he w as at lo n g  las t ch a m p io n e d  b y  those w h o  saw th e ir  

re fle c tio n s  in  H is  S a tan ic  M a je s ty , c a ll in g  u p o n  the p o w e r o f  the ce le s tia l rebe l to  m o tiv a te  th e ir

o w n  rebe lliousness here  on  E arth . A s  S h e lle y  puts i t  in  h is  essay “ O n  the  D e v il,  and D e v ils ” :
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“As to the Devil he owes everything to Milton. Dante and Tasso present us with a very gross 
idea of him. Milton divested him of a sting, hoofs, and horns, clothed him with the sublime 
grandeur of a graceful but tremendous spirit—and restored him to the society” (Clark, 268). 
Thanks to Milton’s unconscious sympathies with Satan, the image of the tragic arch-rebel’s just 
and noble revolt against a tyrannical God was made manifest, which is to say, the tradition that 
Lucifer’s shallow ego made him “too big for his britches” died with Milton’s remodel, which is 
that Lucifer’s admirable pride emboldened him to shout, “The Emperor is wearing no clothes!”
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For me, college was a time to learn more about creative writing, to polish the rough skills that 
occasionally made themselves known over the years. Piecing together believable lives and 
worlds on paper is a minor obsession which college gave me the freedom to indulge. My 
concentration may revolve around personal creations offiction and truth, but I  always return to 
reading, the vehicle which gave me the need to pick up my own pen. The value o f delving into the 
minds and works o f well-established authors becomes increasingly apparent to me the more I  
learn. It shows just how much room I  have to grow, while reaffirming the love I  developed for  
good literature in the first place.
My course in American Renaissance literature with Professor Hildegard Hoeller introduced me 
to the thoughts o f Frederick Douglass and Harriet Beecher Stowe to extents which I  hadn’t 
considered before. The concept o f solidarity within their writing struck a chord with me. That 
facet o f human interaction which Ifin d  so fascinating reveals to me the grounds on which people 
bond together, and the seemingly minor differences that can wrench others apart. In this case, I  
simply hungered to learn more about the representation o f a failure o f solidarity through the 
authors ’perceptions. Conflicts caused by degree o f skin hue and heritage have not evaporated in 
today’s world. The manners in which authors embody or attempt to heal these rifts are worth 
giving another look.

“‘One orturrer’:
Intraracial Prejudice in Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Douglass’ Narratives’

By Jaclyn Holzer

In Uncle Tom’s Cabin and the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (including its later 
revision, My Bondage, My Freedom)., mixed race slaves and their darker counterparts do not 
exactly treat each other as full equals. Colorism is the preferential treatment (or lack thereof) by 
members of a race based on degree of skin lightness. This term, coined by Alice Walker, usually 
is used for twentieth century literature, but its practice occurred far earlier. The sense of 
superiority and inferiority among those of whiter or blacker descent is very tangible in Stowe’s 
work. What makes colorism significant in Douglass’ works is the shift in perspective from 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass to Mv Bondage, Mv Freedom. He handles the topic 
of degree of color in more detail in the latter, which could possibly have been influenced by the
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release of Uncle Tom’s Cabin in between those two editions. According to Trina Jones, a writer 
for the Duke Law Journal “With colorism, skin color does not serve as an indicator of race. 
Rather, it is the social meaning afforded skin color itself that results in differential treatment” 
(1497). Lighter skin results in a higher status. The works of Harriet Beecher Stowe and Frederick 
Douglass capture this notion. This specific concept functions intra-racially. Jones points out that 
“intra-racial colorism occurs when a member of one racial group makes a distinction upon skin 
color between members of her own race” (1498). The prevalence of racism is often discussed in 
the world of literary criticism, but that of an intra-racial nature far less so, particularly in 
nineteenth century literature.

Eliza Harris and her child, Harry, are the first mixed-race characters encountered in Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. Eliza is described having “rich, full, dark eye[s], with [their] long lashes; the same 
ripples of silky black hair. The brown of her complexion gave way on the cheeks to a perceptible 
flush...” (5). While clearly at least partially black, her hair is mentioned in terms of white 
beauty, and that is the measuring stick to which she is held. After learning that Harry has been 
sold, Eliza finally has a taste of the horror that is an everyday occurrence to those who do not 
share the height of her station. She is portrayed as the stereotypical “tragic mulatta.” Penelope 
Bullock, in her study of the treatment of the mulatto figure in American fiction, argues that the 
whiteness of a mulatto makes her unable to “cast [her] lot with the minority group” from which 
she is descended. She does not feel acutely for the issue of a slave child being wrenched away 
from its mother until she feels that pain personally. Unable to comprehend with or cope with the 
possible loss of her son, Eliza decides to run away with Harry.

Following Eliza’s flight from the tentative security of the Shelby household, there is a 
large production surrounding her escape. While it would be wrong to devalue her pain and

92



desperation, the separation of babies from slave mothers was one of the usual evils of the 
institution of slavery. Black Sam’s arrival into the picture strikes up a contrast considering the 
“near-whiteness” of Eliza’s skin and Sam’s position as the darkest slave, from which his 
nickname is derived. Black Sam does help stall Haley, the Southern trader, in his hot pursuit. But 
it is not referenced whether Eliza and Sam truly had a friendship, or whether Sam’s compliance 
stemmed from pity, the command of Mrs. Shelby to stall the search, or a simple desire to make a 
fool out of the trader. Furthermore, the bulk of Eliza’s gratitude and trust in her river escape goes 
to Mr. Symmes, the white plantation owner, though Sam and the others were clearly in hearing 
range, as shown in the line, “The trader caught a frill glimpse of her...and calling loudly on Sam 
and Andy, he was after her like a hound after a deer” (Stowe 52). Even in the chaos of the 
moment, it would have been difficult to ignore their presence. When Eliza reaches the other side 
of the icy river, she cries out, “O, Mr. Symmes—save me—do save me—do hide me!” (52). She is 
more able to throw herself at the mercy of a white landowner with whom she is familiar, and 
does not even spare a last look at the group on the opposite side of the river.

George Harris is the sole revolutionary figure of the novel. What is so contradictory

about him is his identity as a mulatto and the category in which Stowe places him. He almost

comes across as a Frederick Douglass-like figure, given his intelligence, skin color, intellect, and

position as a harshly-treated slave because of that. Given the fact that Uncle Tom’s Cabin was

published after the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, it would not be surprising if this

homage were intentional. In a manner which also calls Douglass to mind, George is not

portrayed in terms of color as strongly as some of the other characters in Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

George is introduced as “a bright and talented young mulatto man” (11) rather than in a detailed

dissection of his physical appearance. He combats the idea of colorism, leaning in favor of
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darkness towards the end of the novel, which is a great moment of triumph for him as a character 

and for Stowe at the same time. In his letter, George declares, “My sympathies are not for my 

father’s race, but for my mother’s...It is with the oppressed, enslaved African race that I cast my 

lot; and if I wished anything, I would wish myself two shades darker, rather than one lighter” 

(365). George detaches himself from the idea that he is superior and more intelligent because of 

his greater degree of whiteness. He supports his colored heritage in his wish to be blacker and to 

develop a strong sense of community with others of his race. He is exhibiting a solidarity and 

sense of admiration for his fellow slaves. Sadly, in Stowe’s novel, George is a rare case, and the 

only character that does not fall into the derogatory pattern of colorism.

It is difficult to approach the subject of colorism without referencing the slaves of

Augustine St. Clare. Adolph the butler is one such example of a man who considers himself

elevated above his fellow slaves. He is first seen as “a highly-dressed young mulatto man,

evidently a very distingue personage, attired in the ultra extreme of the mode, and gracefully

waving a scented cambric handkerchief in his hand” (139). Adolph’s form of dress conveys his

extreme concern with appearances, in terms of fashion and ultimately skin color. He purposely

garbs himself in opulence to make his status known. When Tom arrives with Augustine and Eva

for the first time, Adolph “stood negligently leaning against the banisters, examining Tom

through an opera-glass, with an air that would have done credit to any dandy living” (140). The

butler is constantly referenced with very aristocratic terms. His mannerisms, speech, and

haughtiness that he greets Tom with convey that he is very fond of the higher status his skin

color gives him. Adolph even goes as far as to wear Augustine’s clothes. This action nearly

renders him as a caricature in his self-absorption and portrayal of a gentility that puts his master
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to shame. Colorism in terms of Adolph’s character also manifests after St.Clare’s death. There is 

open animosity between Adolph and Sambo, one of Simon Legree’s overseers, during the slave 

sale.
“Lor, now, how touchy we is,-w e white niggers! Look at us now!” and Sambo gave a 
ludicrous imitation of Adolph’s manner; “here’s de airs and graces. We’ve been in a good 
family, I specs.” ”Yes,” said Adolph; “I had a master that could have bought you all for 
an old truck!” (278).

The argument between them perfectly exhibits the interplay of jealousy and arrogance that would

occur between slaves with darker and lighter skin. The balance of superiority and inferiority has

shifted, with Adolph the lowly slave being sold and Sambo the man in charge. Sambo is

disgusted with Adolph’s white behaviors, viewing them as an unnatural display. At the very

same time, though the overseers are on the buying end of the deal, Adolph implies that Sambo

and Quimbo are worthless. That shift in the balance of power serves to fuel their derision for

each other instead of fostering a sense of sympathy between the men.

There is an extremely telling exchange that takes place between St. Clare’s maids,

exhibiting in full force the microcosm of colorism. After Topsy’s arrival in the St. Clare

household, the entire place is thrown into a state of upheaval. Ophelia is one of the most directly

affected given that Topsy is going into her charge, but the slaves already in St. Clare’s

possession have a lot to say on the matter as well. “‘Pah!’ said Rosa and Jane, with supreme

disgust; ie t  her keep out of our way! What in the world Mas’r wanted another of these low

niggers for, I can’t see!” ’ (Stowe 204) These characters clearly feel superior to Topsy because

she appears to be an ignorant, mischievously conniving, very black little girl. Using the word
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“low,” the maids establish their opinions that darker, less cultured slaves do not merit respect nor 

equality. They do not take into account in their slurs that Topsy could have adopted that 

personality because of the harsh treatment she received all her life, immediately judging her at 

face value. Though not as drastic in their tastes as Adolph, Rosa and Jane feel entitled to their 

relatively comfortable situation, which permits their fine clothing and ability to own baubles.

The response to this statement concerning Topsy is,“‘You go long! NO more nigger dan 

you be, Miss Rosa,’ said Dinah, who felt this last remark a reflection on herself ‘You seem to 

tink yourself white folks. You ain’t nerry one, black nor white. I’d like to be one or turrer.’” 

(204) There are few examples in the text which convey a sense of mutual disrespect between the 

mulattoes and dark slaves as keenly as this conversation. Rosa and Jane feel disdain for those 

who are darker and less well-treated than they. On the other hand, Dinah reveals an equally 

dismal view. Though the maids view their whiteness as something to be prided upon, Dinah 

labels it as a flaw which prevents them fi-om fitting into either world. There is absolutely no 

solidarity at all between these particular characters, even though their sitLiations in life are so 

similar and St. Clare handles them all more or less without preference. The way that Dinah says 

that she would rather be “one or turrer” is interesting because of the way it sets up the opposition 

between white and black. She does not chastise the maids by proclaiming immediate pride in 

being black, histead, she expresses that there is some latent desire in her that would not balk at 

being white. In the broken dialect that Stowe gives her dark characters (which mulattoes notably 

do not possess in her writing), to be “turrer,” would be the inferior choice of those two options.

Cassy is a woman who was not as fortunate as her daughter Eliza with her lot in earlier

life, ill-used by white men. Her initial description is somewhat confusing in the way the only
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darkness mentioned about her color is that of her eyes: “But her eye was the most remarkable 

feature,—so large, so heavily black, overshadowed by long lashes of equal darkness, and so 

wildly, mournfully despairing” (298). She could practically be mistaken for a white woman, 

except for the revealing introduction where she toils in the field. She sees the world through 

black eyes, and it is that part of her nature which determines her social stature. She shows no true 

kindness to her fellow slaves in the field, and only decides to work there out of spite. This power 

to make such a choice sets her apart and links her to other slaves at the same time. Cassy has an 

advantage of power over Legree that none of the other slaves possess. Yet this power comes at 

the price of being rendered a sexual object. This unfortunate side effect of beauty in a slave could 

have been the means through which she connected with Legree’s other slaves, but she is 

apathetic towards them. She helps Tom out of a difficult situation, for his kindness is 

unmistakeable and given freely to all without reservation. Regardless, Cassy’s coldness does not 

totally thaw until Legree purchases a younger replacement for her.

The only character to whom Cassy shows true warmth is Emmeline, a fellow girl of

mixed race in whom Cassy can see a younger version of herself “When Legree brought

Emmeline to the house, all the smouldering embers of womanly feeling flashed up in the worn

heart of Cassy, and she took part with the girl; and a fierce quarrel ensued between her and

Legree” (313). No other slave has merited this level of empathy, commitment and kindness from

her. Cassy hides out with the younger girl in the course of her scheme, but she extends that

shelter of her protection to no one else. On the contrary, her relationship with the black overseers

Sambo and Quimbo is one of resentment and hatred. Her treatment of them is nothing short of

haughty, and the men’s elevated position destroys and distorts the kinship that they might have
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had with blacks of any skin color. There is really a stark difference between these two pairs, even 

down to the nature of their names, with more refined monikers reserved for those with whiter 

skin. When one compares titles like Emmeline and Quimbo, it would seem that the two came 

from different cultures altogether.

hiterestingly enough, Frederick Douglass hardly makes any references at all to degree of 

color in Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. There is a reference to his white paternity 

on the very first page of the narrative, but this is essentially where it ends. This is a telling aspect. 

Douglass puts himself on equal turf with the rest of the slaves he describes. For him, the main 

focus of the matter was that they all shared the burden and oppression of slavery. This was a 

prevalent concept in Douglass’ speeches and writings, to avoid using racial terms. Leslie 

Friedman Goldstein notes that, “It is characteristic of Douglass that in [his] message to his 

oppressed ‘fellow countrymen,’ he nowhere mentions race or even color. He speaks instead in 

terms of ‘brethren,’ of ‘fellow countrymen,’ or in the vague, ‘you’ or ‘we’” (465). Rather than a 

lack of racial pride, this portrays Douglass’ intense desire for those of all races to be seen and 

described on equal terms, as citizens with all the inherent rights attached to that title.

Douglass made no mystique of color; he did not argue for any instinctive or natural bond 
among men who shared the physical characteristics of skin color, hair texture, etc... In 
other words, for Douglass it was not color per se which created the duty of racial loyalty, 
but it was the fact that to be "colored" in America meant to be linked to derogatory 
prejudice, to the slander of inferiority, to social and political injustice, and to slavery 
itself (465).
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Goldstein cements the point that struggles and experiences particulars to those of mixed race 

were not explored as deeply as the ones that overtook all slaves as a whole, whether they were 

octaroons or the darkest skin shade possible. This first narrative conveys a very different 

approach to mulatto-black relations that would have been seen in situations such as the 

complications with Topsy. As someone who is of mixed race himself, it is important to realize 

that Douglass does not exhibit a sense of his greater self-worth in relation to any of the other 

slaves. While admirable, a shortcoming of this is the inability to express that the severity his 

experience may actually have been altered by his white lineage.

The most direct reference that Douglass makes to color is in the very beginning of the 

story. In his matter-of-fact discussion of his parentage, he declares his biracial nature up front.

My mother was named Harriet Bailey. She was the daughter of Isaac and Betsey Bailey, 
both colored, and quite dark. My mother was of a darker complexion than either my 
grandmother or grandfather. My father was a white man. He was admitted to be such by 
all I ever heard speak of my parentage” (Douglass 1).

Here, the only adjective used to describe his paternal relatives is the darkness of their skin. His 

mother and father are set up in terms of polar opposites, at least in physical terms. Perhaps the 

most significant thing about this section is that the members of his own family are the people he 

speaks of in terms of color. There is less emphasis on his love for equality in that respect. He 

paints the stark difference in the balance of power betAveen his parents simply because of the 

color of their skin.

The revisions of My Bondage, Mv Freedom are more focused on Douglass’ biracial
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identity, and his good qualities being shaped by the black half of his being. This combatted the 

notion that the development of his faculties was made possible by his white blood. Douglass’ 

mother proved her cleverness in achieving literacy, a difficult task considering her 

circumstances. He fiilly credits his intelligence to her. He also makes distinctions based on color 

as opposed to the earlier version of his life’s narrative. This has the impression of being 

influenced by Stowe’s work, considering her great success with Uncle Tom’s Cabin as well as 

Douglass’ very public admiration of and correspondence with her. The depiction of his mother is 

greatly fleshed out. Douglass references his mother as “tall, and finely proportioned; of deep 

black, glossy complexion, has regular features, and among the other slaves, was remarkably 

sedate in her manners” (52). He goes on to compare her to an image of an Egyptian pharaoh, 

effectively transforming the “regular” nature of her features into something queenly. In other 

words, to be black is to be majestic. Douglass flips the idea that to be darker is to be less of a 

person, a mark of ugliness or lack of status. On the contrary, he uses skin color to identify the 

people who enter his life in Mv Bondage, Mv Freedom, filling the pages with references to his 

colored friends and brothers. He uses that darkness of their skin to reference their beauty, 

strength, and goodness.

When Douglass describes the group of children he lived among at the plantation, it is in

terms of “black, brown, copper colored, and nearly white.” In the earlier narrative he simply

describes them as “children” with no reference at all to their appearances in terms of skin tone. In

regard to these children, Douglass states that “Color makes no difference with a child. Are you a

child with wants, tastes and pursuits common to children, not put on, but natural? then, were you

black as ebony you would be welcome to the child of alabaster whiteness” (77). In their youth,
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they embrace their core similarities, are blind to those differences in each other, and that 

differentiation based on color is a practice that is conditioned into children later on. This change 

in their physical description is very telling about the full spectrum of colors that would coexist on 

the same plantation. Douglass’ musings on the nature of slavery, about the superiority of white 

versus blacks in the slave system as a whole, express his rejection of intra-racial racism.

Then, too, I found that there were puzzling exceptions to this theory of slavery on both 
sides, and in the middle. I knew of blacks who were not slaves; I knew of whites who 
were not slaveholders; and I knew of persons who were nearly white, who were slaves. 
Color, therefore, was a very unsatisfactory basis for slavery. (90).

As a man of mixed race, this is a powerful statement. He goes a step beyond Stowe’s character of 
George, refusing to dwell on a desire to be blacker and seeing no reason to apologize for his 
lineage. He does not portray blackness as a condition that is solely linked to the misery of slavery 
because of the existence of free colored people. Douglass treats whiteness as neither and 
advantage nor a disadvantage, because of the existence of those with white skin in both those 
who wields the whip and those who suffer under its blows. He does not diminish the importance 
of color in asserting identity, but he completely discards its use as a measuring stick between 
masters and slaves and between slaves themselves.

Frederick Douglass and Harriet Beecher Stowe knew each other well and corresponded 
with each other openly. It was inevitable that an exchange of ideas would come of this, which 
would also make itself apparent in their writings. Douglass also was very public in his 
admiration of Stowe’s work and v/hat she had accomplished in terms of abolition. The only piece 
of fiction ever written by Douglass, “The Heroic Slave,” was very heavily influenced by Harriet
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Beecher Stowe and Uncle Tom’s Cabin. I t  is listed by a compendium on Uncle Tom’s Cabin as 
one of the novel’s children. Frederick Douglass wrote an article in his newspaper entitled 
“Stealing the Thunder,” which spoke of the way in which, according to Robert B. Stepto, “many 
books.. .followed close upon Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel in an attempt to gain a comer of the 
market Uncle Tom’s Cabin had singlehandedly created” (135). Solomon Northup is one of the 
authors he references following a bit too closely in Stowe’s footsteps. This could almost be 
considered hypocritical considering Douglass’ own responses to that popularity in the form of 
My Bondage, My Freedom as well as “The Heroic Slave.” However, Stepto does not feel this is 
the case in the larger picture of things.

The relationship between Uncle Tom’s Cabin and...’’The Heroic Slave” (1853) provides 
an even more interesting study of antislavery textual conversations, partly because 
Douglass, unhke Northup, was easily Stowe’s equal as a prominent antislavery activist 
and partly because Douglass and Stowe knew each other and corresponded repeatedly 
during the period in which their antislavery fictions were being composed. Although 
dedicated alike to the task of eradicating slavery and to other causes such as the 
promotion of temperance, Stowe and Douglass differed profoundly on certain related 
issues.. .Although they debated these matters directly in their correspondence, and 
indirectly in their public pronouncements, it can also be said that they conversed further 
in the pages of their antislavery fictions (136).

histead of criticizing that certain ideas may have been borrowed from Stowe, Stepto is instead

emphasizing the fact that it was all part of a greater discourse. It was not a robbery of ideas on

either side, but a deliberate exchange of alternate viewpoints, hi the case of colorism, Stowe’s

portrayal of slaves of differing skin colors may very well have provoked that same spirit with
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which the two famous authors debated their behefs. The notion that Douglass was influenced by 

Stowe did not place him on the same level as authors who may have been hungry for the profits 

and attention her novel was reaping in. Stepto also approaches the differing ways in which the 

two authors characterize color in their narratives overall.

Their handling of the issue of color is also significant here. In Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Tom 
is dark and George is fair, a time-hallowed arrangement supporting all the myths of black 
meekness and white aggression...In “The Heroic Slave,” Douglass squarely challenges 
those myths, refusing to bifurcate his hero as well as emphasizing his blackness and valor 
alike (150).

In this case, Frederick Douglass is not only responding to the methods that Stowe used in her 

portrayal of color, he is improving upon it. He smashed to bits all those stereotypes which Stowe 

supported in that novel. In the interplay between her characters, the difference in treatment and 

opinion with which mulatto and darker characters is hard to miss. Her concepts of the superiority 

which white blood granted to mixed race slaves may very well have leaked through into the 

words and feelings of the characters, but that does not change the fact that colorism continued to 

be a problem plaguing African American culture long after her life span was complete. Frederick 

Douglass was a living example of resistance against colorism. Being a biracial man, the way in 

which he lived out his life and told the story of it exhibited his desire to identify with his 

mother’s race while not totally scorning his father’s. He may have struggled with a balance in his 

writings, from withholding mention of blackness to glorifying it, but it was a step in the right
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direction. The fact was that Douglass’ written works paid homage to her instead of plagiarizing, 

and in the end he improved upon the formula which she set up in Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

That discourse which took place between Stowe and Douglass, where the use of colorism 

was ingrained into the characters and then challenged by the latter, is still a prevalent force.

There lies the importance in continuing to study the appearance of colorism or reaction against it: 

the fact that it has not been eradicated from society. On the contrary, it is traceable in works of 

literature throughout the twentieth century and still makes its appearance in novels and stories 

today. Colorism will be of vital importance for as long as this issue remains an aspect of the 

African American community. Douglass’ first narrative barely touched upon the idea of intra- 

racial racism at all; Stowe featured this concept as a defining quality in character personalities 

and their interactions with each other; and Douglass’ later narrative ameliorates these issues by 

portraying blackness in a positive light. This process of healing the damage to images caused by 

racial stereotypes and differentiation refers to a need in literature and society as a whole to 

undergo those same measures.
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