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WHY HAVE THOUSANDS OF 
STUDENTS ATTENDED THE #  
COLLEGE OF STATEN ISLAND •
T h e  a n s w e r  l i e s  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  s u r r o u n d e d  a  s t u d e n t  s t r i i c e  a t  

C i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  N e w  Y o r k  i n  1 9 6 9  w h i c h  u s h e r e d  i n  t h e  O p e n  

A d m i s s i o n s  p o l i c y  a t  t h e  C i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k .  W h i l e  

C U N Y 's  O p e n  A d m i s s i o n s  p o l i c y  w a s  p a r t i a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  a i d  

s t u d e n t s  o f  c o l o r ,  t h e  p o l i c y  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t t e d  c a u c a s i a n  s t u d e n t s  

o n  S t a t e n  I s l a n d  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i v e  b o r o u g h s .  A l t h o u g h  O p e n  

A d m i s s i o n s  w a s  f a z e d  o u t  a l m o s t  a  d e c a d e  a g o ,  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

s u r r o u n d i n g  i t s  i m p l m e n t a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e s s o n  a b o u t  

s t u d e n t  a c t i v i s m  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  c h a n g e  f o r  C S I  s t u d e n t  t o d a y !  T h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x x c e r p t  f r o m  P r o f e s s o r  C o n r a d  D y e r ' s  ( Y o r k  C o l l e g e )  

d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e n t i t l e d .  P r o t e s t  a n d  t h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  O p e n  

A d m i s s i o n s :  T h e  I m p a c t  o f  t h e  B l a c k  a n d  P u e r t o  R i c a n  S t u d e n t s '  

C o m m u n i t y  ( o f  C i t y  C o l l e g e ) .  2 0 0 9  m a r k s  t h e  4 0 t h  A n n i v e r a s r y  o f  

t h e  O p e n  A d m i s s i o n  s t r i k e s .

•**%«-

O N  A P R IL  22N D  1969, O N  T H E  CAMPUS 
OF T H E  C IT Y  CO LLEG E OF T H E  C IT Y  
UNFVERSITY OF N E W  YO RK. O N E OF T H E  

LARGEST A N D  LONGEST S T U D E N T O CCUPATIO NS 
OF A N  A M E R IC A N  U N IV E R S IT Y  CAMPUS BEGAN. 
James Small, a member o f the leadership committee recalls 
that, “No one was told o f the date o f the takeover until the 
night before. We were all called to a big meeting in the Bronx 
at the home o f a Black professor. People were told to come to 
spend the night as a security measure. (Then) we came down in 
three groups. We came at 5 a.m. .. .caught the guards w ith their 
pants down. It was raining bloody murder. We took seventeen 
buildings— the largest takeover in the history o f American 
campus takeovers...”

Soon the daily occupying force would grow to a number 
variously estimated to average two to three hundred persons 
primarily o f Blacks and Puerto Ricans. The leadership group 
was called the Black and Puerto Rican Student’s Community 
and comprised ten individuals o f varying ideological persuasions 
and prior organizational involvement in movements such as the 
Nation o f Islam, the Black Panther Party, Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee, and the Puerto Rican Nationalist 
Movement.

The insurgents had come to dramatize their unity and 

w w w .T H IR D R A IL M A G .com

commitment to a document which by then had come to be 
referred to simply as “T H E  ¥WE D E M A N D S ” . But it was 
mainly around the fourth demand for dramatic increases in 
Black and Puerto Rican admission, that opposition and hence 
controversy crystallized. The occupation ended two weeks later 
on May 5th, 1969, but for the next several weeks the C ity 
College campus became a virtual war zone as wrangles over 
the ‘5 demands’ continued. Two months after the occupation 
ended, the Board o f Higher Education o f the C ity University 
o f New York (BHE) announced a decision taken at its July 
9 meeting, renouncing virtually all prior existing barriers to 
entrance to the C ity University. On the face o f it, the BHE 
by its decision eclipsed what had heretofore been regarded as 
the far too radical demand by the students for a more inclusive 
admissions policy.

What was the nature and significance o f this precipitous 
decision? The text o f the BHE decision offered six explicit 
criteria or guidelines for the development o f a new admissions 
policy to the university:

1. It shall guarantee admission to some university program 
to all high school graduates o f the city.

2. It shall provide for remedial and other supportive services 
for all students requiring them.

3. It shall maintain and enhance the standards o f academic

C e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  F o u r t i e t h  A n n i v e r s a r y

o f  t h e  O p e n  A d m i s s i o n  S t u d e n t  S t r i k e s

excellence o f the colleges o f the university.
4. It  shall result in the ethnic 

integration o f the colleges.
5. It  shall provide for m obility for 

students between various programs and 
units o f the university.

6. It  shall assure that all students 
who have been admitted to specific 
community or senior colleges under the 
admissions criteria which we have used 
in the past shall be admitted.

The guidelines were o f course, just 
guidehnes, but o f utmost significance 
nevertheless. For, at a stroke, the BHE 
brought to conclusion a tradition o f 
exclusion and elitism that had at once 
brought great distinction to the university, 
and widened the gulf which separated 
substantial and increasing numbers o f 
Black and Puerto Rican communities 
from the economic benefits o f free public 
higher education.

One gains a sense o f the scope and 
significance o f this shift in policy in the 
sheer numbers involved. For instance, 
when the open admissions policy took 
effect in September 1970, the freshman 
class entering C U N Y was increased 
by 75% from the previous year to

over 35,000. In 1964, by one earlier 
estimate, less than two percent o f the 
black undergraduates in C U N Y were 
matriculated in a degree program at 
the senior college level. Yet, by the fall 
o f 1971 the percentage o f Black and 
Puerto Rican student enrollment w ithin 
the senior college stood at over twenty 
four percent o f a total senior college 
population in excess o f 91,000. And by 
1980 fully th irty  percent o f C U N Y ’s 
undergraduates and graduate students 
were Black. Taken together, minorities in 
1980 comprised fifty  percent o f the senior 
college population, and seventy percent o f 
the community college population. More 
recently it was reported that some 13,800 
students have graduated through the 
SEEK and College Discovery programs 
over the twenty years o f their existence. 
These programs were first introduced in 
1964-1966 and subsequently became 
the major institutional channels through 
which some 97,000 Black and Puerto 
Rican students entered the university. 
And while the number o f graduates may 
seem small compared to the total number 
o f entering students, it is a quantum 
leap by comparison to the 330 Blacks

that graduated from the C ity College 
between 1924-54, or the approximately 
600 graduated between 1954 to 1969, 
the year o f the BHE decision. Such then, 
in brief, was the scope and impact o f this 
dramatic shift in admissions policy.

Yet numbers alone are insufficient to 
convey the fu ll sense o f what this change 
meant. The Free Academy, which would 
later emerge as the College o f the C ity 
o f New York, was first proposed in 
1847, by Townsend Harris, and reflected 
the interests o f a group o f merchants 
led by him. The Free Academy was to 
provide business-related education to 
the children o f the working class. This 
was no simple act o f altruism however, 
for, as noted by Sherry Gorelick, Harris’ 
proposal was designed to preempt and 
foil popular working class demands: “ In 
1829, the W orking Men’s Party o f New 
York had advocated the ten-hour day, the 
periodic re-distribution o f property, and 
the education o f all young citizens under 
eighteen. The good merchants found 
educational reform more acceptable than 
restrictions on property..

Although fired initia lly by proletarian 
and egalitarian impulses, the Academy
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AFfERABLflCKADE 

BY 150 STUDENTS

Negroes and Puerto Ricans 
Bar Way to 8 Buildings 

Before Gallagher Acts

CLOSING IS FOR ONE DAY

Podium at Brooklyn College 
Is Seized by Protesters, 

Breaking Up Meeting

By MURRAY SCHUMACH aty College was ordered 
closed for today by its presi
dent, Dr. Buell G. Gallagher, 
after more than 150 Negro and Puerto Rican students locked 
themselves inside the gates to 
the south campus yesterday, 
blocking access to eight of the| 
schooFs 22 building.

Although City CoUege has 
had a long history of student 
protest. Dr. Gallagher said it 
was the first time during his 17 years as president that he had 
ordered the school closed. He 
said that he did not recall that any of his predecessors had 
done so.

FLOOR ON INCOME 

RELIEF REFORM

Congress to Get Alternative 
Plans to End Inequities 

in Welfare Systems

LOCK-IN: Stock and Puerto

ByJOHNRERBERS
f ip e r i.1  t o  H i .  T o d *  T U H «

WASHINGTON, April 22 —
The Nixon Administration has 
decided to give welfare re
forms a high priority in its 
domestic programs and is at 
work on alternative plans to submit to Congress, probably 
within the next month or so.One idea that is being con
sidered, along with other basic 
reforms, is a form of income maintenance for a specified 
group of individuals that would step toward a nationally 
guaranteed minimum income 
for all poor persons.

That is wl̂  the Nixon budget 
calls for more money for experimental income m̂tenance; 
projects than did the Johnson 
budget—more than SS-milUon, 
as com[»red with $4-miIl]an.

Admmistration sources said 
that the mi'»̂“'
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Nixon Tax Reforms 
Praised in House; 
Mills Urges Action
By EILEEN SHANAHAN

S p c t t f t l  t o  T tt  K « «  T « r k  T im e s
WASHINGTON, AprU 22— 

The Nixon Administiation re
ceived a friendly response 
from the top-ranking mem
bers of the House Ways and Means Committee today wt»n 
it unveiled the detaOs of its 
interim tax reform plan.The key members of the 
committee wondered aloud, 
however, whether the Admin
istration should not have gone 
further than it did.Representative Wilbur D. Mills, Donociat of Arlcansas, 
the committee chairman, 
Treasury witnesses on tJie re
form proposal that he felt “a 
momentum” in th© country pushing for tax reform. “And I want us to act while the 
momentum exists.'*

Both Mr. Mills and the 
committee’s ranidng Republi
can, John W. Byrnes of Wis
consin. congratulated Under 
Secret̂  of the Treasury 
CSiarls E. Walker and Assistant Secretary Edwin S. 
OdieQ on tte number of re-
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swiftly embraced a strong classics-oriented curriculum to 
the detriment o f more commercially-oriented programs. The 
rigorous five-year program o f classical studies — including 
stringent requirements in such areas as Greek and Latin — 
meant that only a very few o f those for whom the Academy 
was intended, would actually benefit. Hence, quite early in its 
history a tradition o f elitism was established.

Nevertheless, change was inevitable. The first major reform 
o f public higher education in New York came about as a 
result o f the so-called Progressive reform movement. Some 
important results were: the creation o f a centralized system 
o f public elementary and secondary education; and extensive 
reform o f the C ity College curriculum to include such fields as 
engineering, teaching, and business. Another result was that the 
C ity College would be fed primarily from the pool o f graduates 
o f New York C ity’s high schools.

But even as the balance scale o f history drifted once more 
toward a leveling o f access opportunity, other profound 
influences were being exerted. A  major one was the massive 
influx o f immigrants into the city, which by 1900 counted 
foreigners and their off-springs as some 76% o f its population. 
By the early 1900’s the largely middle class clientele o f the 
C ity College was being supplemented by an expanding pool o f 
poor and working class students, a disproportionate number o f 
whom were o f Russian-Jewish ancestry. This expansion meant 
that the competition, and hence the requirements for entry in 
the programs o f the College would become more stringent. This 
was reinforced by the fact that the College leadership from early 
on seemed to view its working class origins as a stigma to be 
overcome. The way to compensate it seemed was to try to outdo 
the Ivy League schools. Hence the obsession w ith the classics; 
hence the need to establish stratospheric levels o f achievement. 
This need to compensate probably intensified as C ity College 
changed from being mainly protestant middle class to being 
predominantly Jewish. For, as Gorelick observed, this change 
earned the epithet; “the Jewish University o f America” . Propelled 
by this heritage (and the need to compensate for it) and the 
influx in particular o f many gifi;ed Jewish students barred from 
entering the Ivy Leagues, the C ity College went on to establish

iNeUr J |a r k
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C . C . N . Y .  t o  C l o s e  A g a i n ;  
N e g r o e s  A g r e e  t o  T a l k s

By M. A. FARBER
City College was ordered closed again today b5̂ its 

president. Dr. Buell G. Gallagher, following an agreement to 
discuss the "non-negotiable" demands of Negro and Puerto 

Rican students who are block
ading the south campus.

The president, addressing a 
prolonged, often emotional fac
ulty meeting, announced at 
4:40 P.M. that the demonstra
tors “are ready for a small 
group of their leaders to talk 
with me tomorrow at noon." 

"I am more than ready to
w i t h  t h p m  ** hA

KEY AIDE SCORES 

VOTE AT HARVARD
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a singular reputation as an educational institution o f the first 
order. The College numbered among its alumni luminaries 
such as Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter, Nobel 
Laureate Robert Hofstadler, and numerous other individuals 
who excelled in public service, science, and the humanities. 
Moreover, the College soon led the nation in terms o f graduates 
who went on to complete a doctorate degree. A lum ni “had 
pride in the academic achievements o f the institution and an 
almost fanatical attachment that promised every graduate o f a 
city high school w ith an average o f 82, entrance to a college 
where he could receive a quality education w ithout the payment 
o f tu ition fees.”

It should come as no surprise then, given this tradition, that 
when the specter o f radical reform reared its head at C ity College 
on the morning o f April 22nd, 1969, that it provoked shocked 
and angry responses from many quarters, including alumni and 
faculty. These visceral reactions began to find expression when 
the negotiations at C ity College produced a proposal which 
many perceived as a “dual admission” system for Blacks and 
Puerto Ricans and synonymous w ith the destruction o f the 
university. Hence Jonas Salk (class o f ‘34), immortalized in 
science for his discovery o f the polio vaccine, had this to say: 
“ Let us create community colleges for all who desire to grow ... 
Let C ity College continue to deserve its place among the great 
institutions o f the nation ....”

Dr. Robert Hofstadler (class o f ‘35), winner o f the Nobel 
Prize for Physics in 1961, thought that “dual admission” would 
create two schools, which would somehow foment conflict and 
thus destroy the university, as would the accompanying desertion 
o f the best faculty from the College. And Charles Orenstein 
(class o f ‘24), who was then incoming president o f the 25,000 
strong C U N Y Alum ni Association, declared, “We are violently 
opposed to breaking down the standards o f the school ... open 
admissions would destroy the school rather than build it up.” 
Similar views were expressed by David Kosh (class o f ‘28) who, 
as president o f the C ity College Fund had raised $500,000 
for the College during 1968. N ot surprisingly, in the wake o f 
the BHE’s July ‘69 decision, alumni funding support o f C ity 
College plunged precipitously, even as mass resignations from 
the C ity College A lum ni’s Association reached new heights.

Nor were these Alumni views isolated. Arguably, they 
represented the preponderent opinion not only o f the 
A lum ni Association but also that o f other influential groups 
in the City. 77fe New York Times editorial o f May 26, 1969 
titled “ Bad Bargain at C ity College” synthesized the feelings 
expressed above. This “ idealistic” plan, it said, betrayed 
“unrealistic faith, (a belief) in educational magic.” Moreover, 
said the Times editorial, “apart from the ethics o f such reverse 
discrimination, it would almost certainly turn C ity College 
into a de facto segregated, predominantly Negro and Puerto 
Rican institution.”

It  was not the case that those in opposition were prepared to 
denounce all proposed changes to the admission requirements. 
Most seemed to agree that some change was necessary, even
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perhaps inevitable. The question was, how 
much change? and how fast? The New 
York Times editorial referred to above, 
questioned why a new “dual admissions” 
plan was being entertained when 
“successful” special admission programs 
[SEEK] already existed which integrated 
the minorities w ithout jeopardizing the 
standards o f the College. Even among 
many who strongly supported change, 
a sense o f caution seemed to pervade 
w ith respect to the scope and rate o f 
change. Hence, the central message 
from some critical communities tended 
to support some version o f gradual, 
orderly change. Nevertheless, in face o f 
this apparently reasonable alternative, 
the Board o f Higher Education chose on 
July 9, 1969 to take the university into a 
far more radical experiment and in the 
process jeopardized (in the eyes o f many) 
the reputation, the support base, and 
possibly the very existence o f what had 
been evolving as a great university.

CAM PUS AC TIV ISM  AT CCNY
The campus o f the C ity College o f 

New York has been, historically speaking, 
no stranger to strife....By the time 
the Black and Puerto Rican students 
Community seized its fleeting moment 
in higher education history in New York 
C ity in April 1969, powerful societal 
forces were creating issues that were to be 
contested in every corner o f the society. 
In no arena was this contest to be more 
fierce than on the campuses o f the nation’s 
colleges and universities. This was equally

true o f the C ity College, which even in 
the early sixties was considered to be very 
much a white institution —  despite the 
proxim ity o f Harlem, the ‘Negro Mecca’. 
The activism among the white students 
formed an important backdrop to the 
introduction and rise o f Black and Puerto 
Rican student radicalism. Moreover, as 
w ill be seen, white activists claim some 
significant role in the later success o f the
newcomers.

[Anti-Vietnam War] sentiments, 
though powerful, were only one among 
a variety o f issues which preoccupied 
students. There was for instance, a growing 
concern among activists w ith the notion 
o f campus democracy’, a concern w ith 
students having a legitimate role in the 
decisions affecting campus life. There was 
also concern w ith the lifestyle and values o f 
the growing youth counterculture. Finally, 
there were those who were concerned w ith 
the broad issues o f civil rights. The most 
visible activist student organizations on 
the [political] Left at C ity College were 
the DuBois Club, later imphcated in the 
preliminary activities which led to the “ 5 
demands” ; the Students for a Democratic 
Society (which included two splinter 
groups, the Progressive Labor Party, and 
the SDS - Labor Committee); and C ity 
College Commune [headed by present- 
day C U N Y activist attorney, Ronald B. 
M cGuire].

In the fall o f 1968, the student left 
accelerated its activities w ith  respect 
to the war in Vietnam. [This] picture 
would be incomplete, w ithout a sense
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o f the opposition to their activities. 
This opposition came from two sources, 
primarily the organized ‘Right’, and the 
administration, as personified in [CCNY] 
President Gallagher.

A  feature article in The Campus 
[student newspaper] o f November 26, 
1968, identified six major campus groups 
whose organizational impetus came from 
a felt need to counteract the activities o f 
SDS and the C ity College Commune. 
The largest and most vociferous o f those 
was the Young Republicans Club, led 
by Steve Schlesinger, and claiming to 
have 115 members.. ..They were also 
to play a role later, as the drama o f the 
South Campus seizure unfolded. Young 
Republicans were opposed to any kind 
o f proposal for significant power-sharing 
by students in a governance structure. 
The students for an Open Campus, a 
more moderate group, viewed itself as 
a “non-partisan” alternative to SDS. 
The C ity College Coalition developed 
as an offshoot o f Students for an Open 
Campus. As a coalition o f non-left groups, 
they hoped to exert effective influence 
on the administration and the student 
body in such a way as to undercut the 
influence o f SDS. The Young Americans 
for Freedom, a group long dormant, had 
by late 1968 begun to reactivate in direct 
opposition to SDS. The group described 
itself as “non-partisan” , although it was 
strongly opposed to the Observation 
Post, a campus newspaper generally 
associated w ith  the student Left. Other 
groups included Objectivism (associated 

w ith  the Ayn Rand Society), Young 
Conservatives, and Students for 
an Open University. A ll expressed 
opposition to the philosophy and 
tactics o f SDS and Commune. The 
organized membership o f these 
groups according to the Campus 
article numbered approximately 
150. This indicates that besides the 
Young Republicans, membership in 
conservative campus organizations 
was marginal.

The rise o f extreme conservative 
feeling among students on the C ity 
College campus in the fall o f 1968 
may be gauged from the following 
observations. First, the article

i/.THIRDRAILMAG.com



SI a n d  SSJ N E W S  A N A L Y S I S
I

cited above was titled, “The Campus Right; A  New-Found 
MiUtancy” , indicating there was a quite noticeable phenomenon 
in the making. Secondly, the student government elections o f 
November 1968 was swept by a slate o f explicitly conservative 
candidates. What made this victory particularly significant, was 
the fact that just a few months prior, an avowedly conservative 
incumbent candidate for student government president had 
been overwhelming defeated. This swing to the Right, occurring 
on the eve o f the turbulent spring months o f 1969, is thus an 
important piece o f the equation o f tension and conflict on the 
white side o f campus political life in that academic year.

Another side o f that equation was expressed in the attitude 
o f the college leadership in the person o f President Gallagher 
toward the student Left. This attitude appears to have been 
one o f definite antagonism and perhaps even contempt for the 
philosophy, objectives and tactics o f the Left. That he distrusted 
the Left leadership was made clear on repeated occasions.

In terms o f Left campus institutions, the Observation 
Post repeatedly incurred the President’s ire. The Observation 
Post was an activist paper which supported issues o f student 
rights and power, anti-war protests, and similar activities. It 
regularly ran editorials critical o f the administration’s stance on 
these issues. According to Steve Simon, a former member o f 
the editorial staff, “often rallies and demonstrations were timed 
according to the publication deadlines o f the Observation Post,
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since it covered these events sympathetically” . N ot surprisingly, 
the paper was not viewed w ith  great favor by the administration, 
and, consequently, “they looked for any small reason to shut us 
down” , recalls Simon. In fact the paper was suspended on a 
number o f occasions - the only campus paper so treated.

THE NEW ARRIVALS AN D  THE O N VX SOCIETY
In its March 3rd, 1968 issue. The Campus featured a 

vignette titled: “Small W hite Island, Vast Black Sea” . The article 
described an old Black derelict who had wandered into the 
campus and found himself invited to sit in a classroom. He 
sat through a discussion o f Sir Thomas Moore’s Utopia, and 
“ ...now and then the old man nodded, like one attending a 
sermon. The class ended. The man was completely ignored. It 
was as i f  he wasn’t even there. He did not exist....”

The writer’s aim in publishing this vignette was stated clearly 
-in italics - at the end: it was an attempt to explain why “a gulf 
existed between the College and Harlem” . N or was this sense 
o f the College’s reclusiveness (not to mention its exclusiveness) 
unfamiliar to Harlem intellectuals “such as John Killiens, James 
Baldwin, and John Williams [who had frequently referred in 
their writings to the ‘white citadel’ on the hill...inaccessible 
to the Black population in whose midst it stood...” Indeed, 
the state o f affairs prompted Amsterdam News editor James 
Hicks to charge in a February 1965 editorial that C ity College 
was “almost as lily  white during the day as the campus o f the 
University o f Mississippi.” He also found President Galagher to 
be quite culpable in the perpetuation o f the situation.

Although their numbers were very small, there were o f course 
Blacks and Puerto Ricans among the City College day students 
prior to 1965. According to the C ity College records, between 
1960-1965, there were 196 Black graduates o f the College. This 
averages out to roughly 33 Black graduates per year produced 
a total o f 17,613 baccalaureate graduates, an average o f nearly 
3000 per year. These figures do not reflect what percentage o f 
the Blacks came out o f the School o f General Studies, which 
carried a very large percentage o f non-white students. Professor 
Leslie Berger, founder and director o f the C ity College Pre- 
Baccalaureate program (the pre-cursor o f the SEEK program) 
estimates that no more than 3% o f day students were Blacks, 
compared to some 30% in the evening school. The census o f the 
C ity University o f New York, done at the request o f the State 
Education Department, reveals that in 1967 Blacks represented 
4.2%, while Puerto Ricans were 4.9% o f the matriculated 
students at C ity College. Those in non-matriculated status were 
28% and 8.4% respectively. It is important to note that these 
matriculation figures included, by 1967, Black and Puerto Rican 
students who originally entered City College in 1965 and 1966 in 
non-matriculated status. Based on the foregoing, it is a reasonable 
conclusion that, statistically speaking, the pre-1965 Black and 
Puerto Rican presence in the C ity College day session was close 
to being insignificant. The Campus’ reaction to the sudden burst 
o f Black student interest in the newly founded (1966) Onyx 
Society is however, worth noting: it said, “to the almost total 
absence o f Negroes in clubs, house plans and fraternities” .
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It was not until April 1966, almost a 
year after the arrival o f the first 110 students 
who comprised the first affirmative action 
program at C ity College, that the Onyx 
Sociery emerged, thus presaging the 
emergence o f a new ethnic sensibility 
among the Blacks on campus.

“Although the society has been 
chartered for little more than two weeks,” 
The Campus observed, “ it has amassed 
over 200 members... Ito becomel 
probably the largest club on campus” . 
One primary target for change [which the 
Onyx Club hoped to bring about] would 
be the college curriculum much o f which 
it was fe lt, had “no real relevance for Black 
students” . Another issue was the lack o f 
“meaningful attempts to secure Black 
professors” . [Black and Puerto Rican] 
students were becoming a self- conscious, 
group, capable and w illing to act in their 
own interests (which they often identified 
w ith the interests o f the Black and Puerto 
Rican communities). Tliey awaited a 
spark to launch them into action.

That spark came on April 4, 1968 
w ith the assassination o f M artin Luther 
King, Jr. One cannot overestimate the 
electrifying impact o f that event upon 
Blacks in urban ehettoes, on collegeD   ̂ D

campuses, in high schools. The riots 
in dozens o f burning cities across the 
nation, is perhaps all that one needs to 
recall to measure the depth and passion 
o f the communities’ response. A t C ity 
College, [Assistant Dean o f the College, 
Dr. Allen] Ballard observed, “The 
assassination o f M artin Luther King, Jr. 
in 1968 brought into existence an even 
more m ilitant leadership...and by the 
spring o f 1969, the Onyx Society had 
become almost completely submerged by 
a radical coalition o f special and regularly 
admitted students, who spearheaded 
the occupation o f the campus for three 
weeks, and became the force that led to 
the open admission system ,...”

As we have seen, this radicalization o f 
Onyx had been occurring; gradually and' o  o  y
was not nearly as precipitous as Ballard for 
instance suggests, although he is clearly 
right in his characterization o f the impact 
o f King’s assassination. How did this 
radicalization process reach its climax?

W ith  Black and Puerto 
Rican consciousness on the 
rise, a student group known 
as the Committee o f Ten was 
formed and produced the 
famous “ five demands” .

THE FIVE DEM ANDS
The opening paragraph 

o f text o f the pohcy on 
open admissions which was 
adapted by the Board o f 
Higher Education on July 
9, 1969 reads as follows:
“ Perhaps no issue at the C ity 
University has ever received 
as much attention as the ‘Five 
Demands’ at C ity College. 
Negotiations at C ity College 
were followed by lengthy 
and intensive review and 
analysis by the C ity College 
Faculty Senate and the C ity 
College Administration. The 
Student Senate at the College 
developed a position after 
careful study, and polls were 
taken o f the entire faculty to 
gain more insight into the issues. The 
Board itself has devoted five special 
meetings to these issues, in addition to 
discussions at regular Board Meetings and 
meetings o f the Executive Committee.”

Clearly, i f  nothing else, one impact 
o f the five demands was to suspend 
‘business-as-usual’ at every level o f the 
university.

The five demands were as follows:
1) Establishment o f a separate school 

o f Black and Puerto Rican Studies;
2) A  separate orientation for Black 

and Puerto Rican freshmen;
3) A  voice for students in the setting 

o f all guidelines for the SEEK program, 
including the hiring and firing o f all 
personnel;

4)The racial composition o f all 
entering classes should reflect the Black 
and Puerto Rican population o f the New 
York C ity high schools;

5) Black and Puerto Rican history 
and the Spanish language should be a 
requirement for all education majors.

The five demands defined both the

REBELS SEIZE 
CCNY CAHPUS
Isfael Arabs on Two
Frcifits—Thcint Warns of War

ills, and a program to cure the ills o f 
C ity College (and by extension— the 
United States) from the viewpoint o f 
the Committee o f Ten. A t the core o f 
those ills, in their view, was a systemic 
condition called racism, or more precisely, 
institutional racism. In part because their 
‘special status’ simultaneously isolated 
them from so-called ‘regular students’ 
and unified them; in part because their 
few numbers contributed to the sense 
o f being ‘outsiders’ on a predominantly 
white campus; in part because o f the 
radicalizing influence o f the Black 
Power movement, the student activists 
seemed predisposed to interpret their 
specific grievances in the context o f 
racism. Moreover, the ideologues o f the ̂ D

movement seemed at some pains to make 
clear that what they had in m ind in terms 
o f racism was not bigotry. Thus Paul 
Simms, an Onyx member and supporter 
o f the Committee o f Ten -and the only 
Black student on the all white campus 
newspaper TechNew— argued that in the 
context o f American society, racism was 
a ‘whites only’ disease: “ For to be a racist

4m THIRDRAILMAG .C



a n d N E W S  A N A L Y S I S

means one is involved in the predication o f decisions and policies 
on considerations o f race for the purpose o f subordinating a 
racist group and maintaining control over that group.”

Simms was careful to specify the source o f his definition 
(Black Power by Carmichael and Hamilton), a clear indication 
that he was firm ly rooted in the ideological tradition o f that 
perspective: thus, i f  few Blacks and Puerto Ricans graced the 
hallowed halls o f C ity College, it was not accidental: I f  the faces 
and stories o f the Black and Puerto Rican peoples were absent 
from the syllabi and libraries, it was not from mere oversight or 
bad taste; i f  the special programs were designed to keep control 
in white hands and deny influence to their prime beneficiaries, 
all this was part o f an institutional blueprint which had as its 
aim (whether conscious or unconscious) to perpetuate white 
dominance in the society.

HIT AN D  RUN
On Thursday February 6, 1969 the Committee [o f Ten] 

held a rally at which “the Black and Puerto Rican students filled 
the Grand Ballroom [o f Finley Student Center] to capacity with 
standing room only.” The meeting had been called to discuss the 
demands which were to be presented later that day to President 
Gallagher. The demands by this time were becoming fairly well 
publicized on campus since they essentially formed the platform 
o f the New World Coalition, which sought to gain a voice 
for the Black and Puerto Rican student community through 
the channel o f student politics. Following the meeting, [the 
Committee] led the students on a march to the Administration 
Building to deliver the demands to President Gallagher’s office. 
Students urged Gallagher (who was reportedly on vacation) to 
“utilize whatever means necessary to meet the demands” , and 
announced that they would reassemble the next Thursday at 
noon at the Administration Building to hear his reply. It was 
the first stage in the protracted strategy o f ‘h it and run which 
the Committee had worked out in the fall.

In due course, the next Thursday, February 13*, the 
Committee o f Ten and its supporters reconvened in front o f the 
two-storey Administration Building to hear President Gallagher’s 
reply. “Standing in a cold wind, and on a colder snow-covered 
lawn. Dr. Gallagher answered each o f the demands.” But 
apparently not to the satisfaction o f the gathered throng, which 
challenged him to give a definite “yes” response to any o f the

demands. Observation reporter, Jonathan Penzer recorded 
the following exchange: “ Dr. Gallagher would not say ‘yes’ but 
said instead, ‘you w ill find my answer affirmative throughout’. 
‘D id you say yes?’ one girl shouted out. ‘On not one o f the five 
demands can anyone leave here today and say they’ve gotten 
a “no” answer.’ An angry shout and several vociferous voices 
responded to his answer.”

Clearly dissatisfied w ith Gallagher’s “half-assed answer” 
the crowd o f reportedly 300 Black and Puerto Rican 
students, by now augmented w ith many whites, swarmed 
into the Administration Building, expelled its occupants and 
proceeded to occupy the building. “W ith in  a half hour,” wrote 
the Observation Post witness, “the building was closed to 
whites and all administrative activities inside began to cease.” 
Gallagher, shaken by the turn o f events refused to say whether 
he planned any action against the students. Inside, the students 
plastered the demands prominently on the walls and ceilings, 
and brandished a sign reading ‘Free Che Guevara, Malcolm X  
University’. Outside groups o f Left affiliated students clashed 
w ith more conservative elements who spoke o f raising ‘an army 
o f students’ to expel the Blacks and Puerto Ricans. A t four- 
thirty, three and a half hours into the takeover, the students 
sUpped out o f the building through a rear exit, purportedly to 
avoid the news media, as well as “to keep the College in doubt 
as to how many students were involved in the takeover.”

I f  the temporary occupation o f the Administration Building 
was any indication, Gallagher’s response was perceived as a 
transparent, ‘tongue in cheek’ attempt to trick the students. 
Moreover, developments soon showed that the five demands 
were not about to be shunted aside as minor issues o f the college. 
Clearly the Committee o f Ten seemed determined to maintain 
the focus as the primary issues o f the day. Hence the hit and run 
tactic moved to another level, and on Monday, February 17th the 
college was rocked by an apparently synchronized attack on eight 
buildings, including Steinman Hall, the engineering building, 
where “vandals set fire to a stack o f old newspapers... causing fire 
alarms to go off, ... broke one o f the large glass windows.”

In addition paint was spread over walls, clocks and bulletin 
boards on the second floor; display cases were broken throughout 
the building. Classrooms were emptied by smoke bombs and 
other devices.

Beyond the vague description that the attacks were
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carried out by “a group o f Black and 
white young men and women” , no 
positive identification was made by the 
Administration regarding the individuals 
or groups responsible for the acts.

A prolonged boycott o f classes was 
[soon] announced, which would take 
place starting Monday April 2P'. Dr. 
Gallagher, no doubt fearing the disruptive 
impact o f such an event, hastily drafted a 
“ Memorandum to the Members o f the 
Black and Puerto Rican Community” 
which was distributed on the morning 
o f April 16th. The Memorandum read 
in part as follows: “ Since the year is fast 
drawing to a close, I want to restate and 
clarify my position in language which can 
be better understood. For this purpose, 
I would like to invite members o f the 
community to meet w ith  me at today, 
Wednesday, April 16, 1969 in the Aronow 
Auditorium  at Finley Center.. .”

Accordingly, close to 300 students 
assembled at the appointed place and 
time. “ I came here to tell it like it is,” 
Gallagher stated as the meeting began, 
“ I am committed to the whole thrust o f 
these demands.”

To bolster this contention the 
President proceeded to cite “my own 
personal life long commitment to justice 
and equality.” He also distributed copies 
o f his letter o f resignation to the Board 
o f Higher Education, by which act my 
whole career on the line” .

Moving to the five demands: with 
regards to the demand for a separate 
school o f Black and Puerto Rican Studies, 
Dr. Gallagher declared that “ I f  CC NY is 
open in September, there w ill be a Black 
and Puerto Rican studies program here.” 
Dr. W ilfred Cartey had been imported 
from Columbia University back in 
February to develop such a program. 
The President said he expected to see Dr. 
Cartey’s report shortly. On the question 
o f a separate orientation for Black and 
Puerto Rican freshmen, he saw no 
reason why such a program could not be 
implemented that fall “ i f  upperclass men 
... are w illing to run it.” He declared, in 
reference to the demand for a voice the 
administration o f the SEEK program, 
that the newly appointed director,

Dean Young “ is ready 
to work w ith any 
SEEK students” . On 
the fourth demand 
-for proportional 
representation in 
freshman admission 
-the President “pointed 
to the budget cut 
in Albany” . He was 
happy to report, on the 
final demand, that the 
School o f Education 
had recently voted 
to make Spanish a 
requirement for all 
entering students 
wishing to major in 
education. Moreover, 
he reported, the School 
o f Education was 
working on a plan for 
the implementation 
o f the requirement 
o f Black and Puerto 
Rican History for 
education majors.

Predictably, the 
students’ response to 
the presentation was a 
mixture o f sarcasm and 
disbelief For instance, 
one questioner
wanted to know why 
the President had not 
chosen to address 
them on the issues “two weeks ago” before 
what Gallagher himself perceived to be a 
communications gap’ developed. Joined 
now by SDS and other Left oriented 
student groups, the plans went forward 
for a general boycott in protest said one 
protester, o f “the barrage o f administrative 
bullshit” on the five demands.

A t approximately 11 a.m. on Monday 
April 21, 1969 several hundred students 
assembled on a lawn next to the Cohen 
Library (renamed ‘Liberation H ill ’). 
Shortly after, the protestors started o ff—  
joined by some 400 students from Music 
and Arts high school— in a procession 
that took them through several classroom 
buildings “chanting slogans and singing 
... On Strike; Shut it Down” . Some o f the
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demonstrators opened doors and urged 
the occupants to join in. The highlight o f 
the protest came when the students finally 
arrived in front o f the Administration 
Building. A  mock trial was held, “ ... in 
which the man’ [presumably Gallagher] 
was accused o f a host o f crimes including 
denying Black and Puerto Rican students 
a separate school o f studies and a 
separate freshman orientation program 
...Convicted, the dummy was set aflame 
amid shouts o f ‘Burn him! K ill the pig! 
As the dummy burned, the crowd sang, 
‘Time to pick up the gun; the revolution 
has come....”

The Campus observers estimate the 
Monday boycott to be 30% effective. 
Significantly, The Campus also added 
that 60% o f the demonstrators were white
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students! This indicates that, beyond those direcdy involved 
in Leftist politics at C ity College, a fairly large core o f white 
students were sympathetic— at least to the spirit o f— the five 
demands. They, like nearly everyone else on campus that day, 
could have no idea how different tomorrow was going to be.

THE UNIVERSITY OF HARLEM
When, the next morning, members o f the Committee 

assembled at the gates o f the main entrance (on Convent 
Avenue) o f the South Campus to initiate the next level o f action, 
little did they know how their plans would change. They had 
come to implement another stage o f the plans which had been 
worked out in the latter part o f the fall.

Although the recollections o f the various participants vary 
somewhat, there is general agreement that at least thirry-five 
individuals arrived at the South Campus at some time between 
5 and 7 a.m. The students carried new padlocks, heavy chains 
and tools to remove the existing locks. Since there were several 
entrances to be secured, they broke into groups. A t the main 
entrance, a pivotal confrontation took place between the 
students and the Burns security guards. Again, accounts o f this 
confrontation vary. According to one version, the guards were 
caught “ with their pants down” , implying that the students’ 
action quickly became a feat accompli. Another version saw the 
Burns guards advancing resolutely upon the students, who on 
their part exhorted them in the name o f the people’, since “our 
demands were gonna affect their children” . According to this 
version the guards’ resolve was broken when one member broke 
rank and refused to attack the students, reportedly saying “ I ’m 
not going to hurt these folks because they’re fighting for me.”

By perhaps 11 a.m. it was fully apparent to a stunned 
campus that business, as it was usually conducted, especially on 
the South Campus o f the C ity College, had been suspended. “ It 
was a event” said Prof Bernard Bellush recalling the moment 
when news o f the ‘lockup’ first reached him. The decision by the 
insurgents to prolong the occupation came some time during 
that morning; “ Gallagher sent a delegation to talk w ith us. I 
th ink he had been impressed by the ‘h it and run’— which had 
committed some vandalism. Later that morning by eleven or 
so it became clear they were not going to attempt to take back 
the campus, so we had a meeting and decided -the take-over 
was on.”

Over the next several hours the core o f students who had 
carried out the morning action, was joined by several hundred 
people. Newspaper and eyewitness estimates suggest that for 
the two weeks o f the occupation, close to two hundred students 
occupied the premises on a twenty four hour basis. This number 
fluctuated considerably during the daylight hours when often, 
as the The New York Times observed “some residents and 
sympathetic high school students responded by visiting the 
South Campus and participated in classes and tutorial lessons 
held by the dissidents” .

The Times reported that during the course o f the occupation 
several heavily attended rallies were held; speakers included

Betty Shabazz, Kathleen Cleaver, James Foreman and Adam 
Powell.

One o f the first decisions [made by the student activists] 
was to rename the College— The University o f Harlem. This 
symbolic opening up o f the C ity College campus had profound 
connotations. It was the first time, noted student-activist 
Barbara Christian, that many o f the residents who lived directly 
across from Finley Hall, had ever set foot on the campus.

The students developed a daily agenda which included, 
whenever possible, tutorials “to keep students in touch w ith 
their lessons” . They set up a “walk in clinic” where pre-med 
students (including activist Barbara Justice) took blood pressures 
and referred individuals to Harlem Hospital. Perhaps the most 
important activity was the nightly “community meeting” . 
Besides discussing the issues raised by the ongoing negotiations, 
the community meetings aired complaints “about food, security, 
not being able to swim or play basketball.”

Meanwhile a group o f approximately fifty  white radicals 
associated mainly w ith the C ity College Commune, had seized 
and occupied Klapper Hall on the North Campus in sympathy 
w ith the actions o f the Committee. Mel Friedman, one o f the 
occupiers recalls that several assaults had been made on the 
group by conservative white students.

Immediate reactions to the takeover varied as we have 
indicated, from shock and surprise on the one hand to outrage 
on the other. Yet when the outraged Student Senate leadership 
called for a rally in Great Hall at which 1,000 (predominantly 
white) students showed up, the meeting quickly turned 
to a support rally for the South Campus occupiers -to the 
consternation o f the Senate leadership, who had called the 
meeting w ith precisely the opposite n mind. The next day the 
Faculty Senate met and voted to oppose the use o f force on 
campus to remove the insurgents, or to use injunctions “as 
long as negotiations are going forward” . President Gallagher 
meanwhile declared that the college would remain closed while 
negotiations w ith representatives o f the Black and Puerto Rican 
students were ongoing.

By this time too, some 40-50 Black and Puerto Rican faculty 
(including adjunct and tenured) announced the formation o f a 
group called Black and Puerto Rican Faculty o f C ity College. 
They issued a statement supporting the five demands, and argued 
that the college should remain closed during the negotiations. 
Two days into the occupation, negotiations began. The process 
and composition o f the faculty participants to the negotiations, 
affords a glimpse into the nature o f faculty politics at the time.

Besides the administration, three people were chosen to 
represent the faculty: Arthur Bierman and Joseph Copeland, and 
sociologist Jay Schulman. The latter had played a leading role 
back in February organizing a group called Faculty for Action. 
This group, which eventually grew to include about twenty- 
five members, had come out quite early in support o f the five 
demands. The Faculty for Action argued for greater control o f 
the university, and included among its adherents both tenured 
and untenured faculty, although it appears the latter were in
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greater abundance.
On the student side, the negotiators 

were Rick Reed, Charles Powell and 
Serge Mullery.

The negotiations were thus proceeding 
under increasing pressures o f time. By 
Sunday May 4'^, under pressure from 
alumni, students and the threat o f court 
action, the BHE decided that the college 
should be reopened for business the next 
day, and that a new negotiating instrument 
would be developed. A t 7:30 am the 
next day the students were served w ith a 
court order directing them to vacate the 
campus. Two hours later they left.

A V IO LENT INTERLUDE
The court sponsored re-opening o f 

the College did not mean that things 
were back to normal. The first fu ll day o f 
school was almost normal, reported the 
Observation Post, except for “a rally at 
Cohen Library at 11 a.m. (which) drew 
about 350 students to support the five 
demands ... but the campus was quiet 
and the demonstrations peaceful.” The 
next morning “a group o f 20 Blacks 
and Puerto Ricans, armed w ith  clubs, 
came into Steinman Plaza and ordered 
the students to leave.” A  pitched battle 
ensued as the engineering students 
grabbed “sticks and golf clubs” . Similar 
episodes were enacted across the campus 
-at times involving white radicals, who 
along w ith the Black and Puerto radicals 
were now agitating the resumption o f the 
severed negotiations (and the reclosing 
o f the college). Gallagher, perhaps w ith 
a foreboding o f worse things to come, 
ordered the college closed once more.

A ll through the morning and into 
early afternoon skirmishings continued 
between large groups o f students around 
the reclosing o f the campus. When 
“rocks, clods o f earth and ... bottles” 
began to fly, the police charged in w ith 
clubs swinging. Eight students -all Black 
-were ultimately arrested and by 2 pm the 
police were once again closing the gates 
to the South Campus. A  few minutes 
later smoke was observed “pouring out 
o f the shattered windows o f Aronow 
Auditorium .” The auditorium was gutted 
by fire as hundreds o f students watched.

The temporarily closed campus was 
reopened. Later the Faculty Senate voted 
36-20 to request Gallagher and the BHE 
to close the campus for safety reasons. The 
latter refused, citing their unwillingness 
to knuckle under coercion. The next day 
President Gallagher informed the BHE 
that he wished to be reheved o f his duties 
by 9:00 a.m. Monday.

THE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT
“They were long, exhausting, drawn 

out” , recalls Dean Robert Young, “to the 
extreme that some faculty negotiators 
were replaced or withdrew due to 
emotional and intellectual exhaustions.

[Settlement] Sessions typically began 
at 9 a.m. and went on w ith  m inimum 
breaks to 8:00 or 9:00 pm. It was not 
uncommon for sessions to go to 2:00 
a.m. the next day, only to begin on 
schedule again.

Some recollections focused on the 
level o f sophistication exhibited by the 
students: “You must understand” , said 
Young, “these students were organized, 
they were deliberate, and sometimes 
-politically speaking -intim idating, they 
knew when to raise questions, when 
to insist on going into caucus, or to 
place the administration in a position 
that could best be described as ‘ill at 
ease” . Prof Beil concurring w ith  this 
judgement, observed that “faculty are not 
trained to face up to organized students 
who feel they are right, who in the process 
o f the negotiations are making clear they 
are not acting in the role o f subservient 
students . . .faculty were terribly
shaken -psychologically, educationally, 
whichever way you put it.”

A  lot went on in the so-called 
negotiations. There were some wonderful, 
creative models that were built for the 
establishment o f a first class Black and 
Hispanic college that would serve...poor 
whites as well.

[FROM  THESE NEGOTIATIONS 
C AM ETH E OPEN AD M ISSIO N S 
POLICY]

As an experiment in public higher 
education, the open admissions policy 
o f the C ity University o f New York was

unmatched and unprecedented, for its 
apparent precipitous tim ing, and its vast 
scale. Commenting on the phenomenal 
nature o f the change, one group o f 
researchers were moved to observe how 
“ ... striking was the abruptness o f the 
change: no major university system had 
ever moved, almost overnight, from a 
rigorously selective admissions standard 
to a policy o f guaranteed admission for 

all high school graduates.”
And, although it is quite true that 

voices were already long at work pushing 
C U N Y  towards a form o f open enrollment 
(1975 was the target date), researchers 
have failed to explain adequately not 
only the decision to accelerate the target 
date, but also why the decision was made 
at the time it  was.

Dr. Allan Ballard (second SEEK 
director at CCNY, later University Dean 
for Academic Development) assessed that 
“W ithout the student protest, there would 
have been no open admissions.” Ballard 
noted that the overall context o f change 
in the society had to be considered, as well 
as the fact that the university had already 
moved toward a more open university w ith 
the introduction o f SEEK and the College 
Discovery program. He added, however, 
that “ it was the students who forced the 
issue o f open admissions” . In his early 
(1976) analysis o f the decision Ballard 
had noted the Board’s acknowledgement 
o f the Black and Puerto Rican students 
movements at C ity College as “the prime 
impetus for change in the approach to 
the matter o f enrollment policy” . He 
criticized the Board then on the grounds 
that it “diverted the thrust o f the Black 
and Puerto Rican demands and gained a 
white middle-class constituency for the 
program” .

Although there is evidence that other 
factors were pushing the university 
toward more changes, the protests at the 
C ity College were the precipitating factor. 
The reform o f the admissions policy o f 
the C ity University in July 1969 changed 
abruptly, and forever, the character and 
some o f the established traditions o f that 
institution.
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m  s th e  HMS Beagle se t sail in 1838,
Charles D arw in had a lready begun  to  

^  seriously question  leading co n te m p o ra ry
*  na tura lis ts ' exp lanations fo r  how  life

/  had deve lo pe d  in to  its cu rren t fo rm s.
D arw in becam e increasing ly convinced  th a t various 
species had evo lved  fro m  a com m on ancestor and 
slow ly d ive rg e d  fro m  each o th e r over tim e , ra ther 
than  be ing  d iv ine ly  crea ted  a t th e  b eg inn ing  o f th e  
w orld . D arw in  fo rm a lly  in tro du ced  his idea o f natura l 
se lection  as th e  m echanism  th a t d rove  e vo lu tio n  in 
his book. The Origin of Species, pub lished  in 1859. 
W hile  it to o k  nearly a cen tu ry  fo r  scientists to  confirm  
Charles D arw in 's e x tra o rd in a ry  ins igh t, his ideas 
now  revo lu tion ize  how  w e perce ive  th e  massive 
b io d ive rs ity  o f th e  w o rld , in fluencing  m any areas o f 
th o u g h t, inc lud ing  am ong th e  m ost con trovers ia l, 
re lig ion.

'^ 'hen  analyzing e vo lu tio n , th e  process by w hich 
species have d ive rg e d  o r conve rged  over an 
e x ten de d  p e rio d  o f tim e  th ro u g h  a com m on 
ancestor, it is e v id en t th a t m any be lieve  science 
and re lig ion  cannot coex is t w ith  one another. 
Indeed, th is  is easy to  understand  w hen exam in ing  
th e  fundam enta l d iffe rences b e tw e en  crea tion ism  
and e vo lu tio n . Unlike crea tion ism  o r any in te llig e n t 
design, e vo lu tio n  by natura l se lection , th e  n o tio n  th a t 
favorab le , he ritab le  tra its  becom e m ore  com m on

in successive g en era tio ns  o f  a p o p u la tio n , and 
un favorab le  h e ritab le  tra its  becom e less com m on, is 
a co u n te r in tu itiv e  process because it assumes that 
co m p le x ity  can fo rm  fro m  s im o lic ity . Richard Daw kins, 
in his b rillia n t b o o k  e n title d  The Blind Watchmaker, 
helps exp la in  th is  co nce p t by  o ffe rin g  an in te re s tin g  
com parison  b e tw e en  a w a tchm aker and e vo lu tio n .
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A  w a tchm ake r has a sys tem atic  rec ipe  on h ow  to  
assem ble  a fu n c tio n in g  w a tch , w ith  th e  c rea to r's  (the  
w atchm aker's ) p u rpo se  in m ind— ^telling tim e . N atura l 
se lec tion  y ie lds  a vast v a rie ty  o f species i f  you  g ive  
it  th e  r ig h t co n d itio n s , inc lu d ing  va ria tio n  w ith in  th e  
p o p u la tio n  in te rm s  o f  fe c u n d ity  and su rv ivorsh ip , 
he rita b ility , and an am p le  a m o u n t o f tim e . These

co n d itio n s  are ana logous to  th e  p a rts  o f a w a tch , 
w hich  are necessary fo r  m aking  th e  hands m ove  in 
a u n ifo rm , sys tem atic  m anner. E vo lu tion  b y  natura l 
se lec tion  is th e re fo re  co ined  a b lin d  process because 
it has no in te n t on m aking  d escended  species m ore  
o r less so p h is tica te d  th an  th e ir  ancestors, o r even 
m aking  th e m  a t all!

This v iew , one  th a t c o m p le x ity  arises fro m  s im p lic ity , 
I im ag ine  w o u ld  seem  silly  to  a re lig ious  person.

( X
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w ho  envisions his o r her savio r to  be  an o m n isc ie n t 
and o m n ip o te n t d iv ine  s p ir it w h o  has an equa lly  
im pressive  d iv ine  p lan. As th e  fa iry ta le  narra tes, one 
vers ion  o f th is  d iv in e  p lan en ta ils  th e  c rea tion  o f Eve, 
w h o  was c o n s tru c te d  fro m  th e  ribs  o f  a lone ly  A dam , 
w h o  yearned  fo r  a fr ie n d . N o w  w h ile  th is  s to ry  sure ly 
illu s tra te s  th e  im p a c t o f fe e lin g  lone ly  w hen  iso la ted  
fro m  o the rs , as w e ll as th e  au th or's  w o n d e rfu l 
im a g in a tio n , th is  s to ry, is n o t o n ly  im p ro b a b le , it 
is fu n d a m e n ta lly  illog ica l. W h ile  I a ckno w le da e  th e  
pervasive  na tu re  o f  re lig io n  can read ily  be  e xp la in ed  
b y  its  c o m fo rtin g  na tu re  and a b ility  to  convince  
o th e rw ise  in te llig e n t p e o p le  to  e m brace  th e  n o tio n  
th a t a h ig h e r p o w e r c rea ted  all th e  species th a t are 
e x tin c t and liv ing  to da y , e v o lu tio n  o ffe rs  a fa r  m ore  
co m p e llin g  sto ry.

As sc ien tis ts  co n tin u e  to  e x p lo re  g e n e tic , fossil, and 
a rcheo log ica l ev idence  to  h e lp  sc ien tis ts  recrea te  th e  
s to ry  o f  o u r e v o lu tio n a ry  past, it  seem s as th o u g h  
th e  th e o ry  o f e v o lu tio n  is s low ly  tra n sce n d in g  in to  a 
fa c t. I e ncourage  s tu d e n ts  here  a t CSI to  re fle c t upon 
th e ir  b io lo g y  classes, w hen  th e y  perhaps d issec ted  a 
species o f  fish  th a t had fins, w h ich  w ere  synonym ous 
w ith  th e ir  ow n  lim bs, o r  sequenced  a hum an s trand  
o f  D N A  th a t b e lon gs  to  a hum an w h o  shares 99 
p e rce n t o f its  genes w ith  th e  ch im panzee. W h y th e n , 
one  m ig h t ask d o  p e o p le  fin d  e v o lu tio n  a d iff ic u lt 
c o n c e p t in w h ich  to  "b e lie v e ? "

Besides th e  fa c t th a t it  is o fte n  g ross ly  m isu n d e rs to o d , 
th e  s im p le  process o f  e v o lu tio n  by na tura l se lec tion  is 
som e tim es a d is tu rb in g  c o n c e p t fo r  p e o p le  to  accept. 
I, a long  w ith  Richard D aw kins sym pa th ize  w ith  th o se  
w h o  are u nco n fo rm a b le  w ith  N eo -D arw in ism  because 
th e ir  in itia l resistance is u nd ers ta nd ab le . O fte n  
p e o p le  fin d  them se lves in aw e a t th e  c o m p le x ity  
o f th e  hum an body, m arve ling  a t th e  n o tio n  th a t 
c o m p le x ity  can resu lt fro m  s im p lic ity ; a ft '" "  all, it  
is as c o u n te r in tu itiv e  as p re v io u s ly  d iscussed, and 
a d m itte d ly  an in c re d ib ly  am azing and b e a u tifu l 
process. N o  e v o lu tio n a ry  b io lo g is t w o u ld  argue 
th a t! R eflecting  upon  any hum an b o d y  p a rt, th e  eye 
fo r  e xam ple , w ith  all its  in tric a te  rods and cones, 
w o rk in g  to g e th e r  to  f i l te r  lig h t, y ie lds  an incredu lous 
response w nen  sc ien tis ts  p roc la im  th a t it  "e v o lv e d ."  
For many, th is  m ay m ean an o rgan ism  "ra n d o m ly "  
s p ro u te d  an eye o u t o f  th in  a ir a m illion  years ago; 
th e y  fin d  them se lves p ro c la im in g : "c e rta in ly  som e 
in te llig e n t b e ing  m ust have c rea ted  th is  m a g n ifice n t, 
usefu l e ye !" E vo lu tion  is b y  no m eans a " ra n d o m " 
process. It is ins tead  a resu lt o f  processes, such as 
natura l se lec tion , th a t accum ula te  in to  ve ry  large  
o bse rvab le  d iffe ren ce s  o ve r tim e . N o  spon taneous 
g e n e ra tio n  here.

O fte n  p e o p le  ask w he re  are th e  in te rm e d ia te  species? 
W h y is th e re  no h a lf-b ird -h a lf rep tilia n  species w a lk ing  
o r perhaps s lith e rin g  a round?  The fa c t is sc ien tis ts  
d o n 't  e xp e c t to  see liv ing  in te rm e d ia te s  because 
species th a t share s im ilar resources w ith in  th e  sam e 
e n v iro n m e n t e ven tua lly  becom e e x tin c t. The fam ous 
saying, "su rv iva l o f th e  f i t te s t , "  e lim ina tes  th e  
im m e d ia te  in te rm e d ia te s  and co nse qu en tly  crea tes 
w h a t seem  to  be  gaps. So th e n , p e o p le  p o s tu la te  
an in tu itiv e  re b u tta l: w h y  are th e re  no in te rm e d ia te  
fossils  in th e  g e o lo g ic  record?

W ell, fo r  one  th in g , th e re  are th ou san d s and 
th ou san d s o f e x tin c t o rgan ism s fo u n d  in th e  fossil 
reco rd , w h ich  are in te rm e d ia te s  to  species liv ing  
to da y . W ith o u t th e  co n o d o n ts  th a t have litt le  
s truc tu res  h om o lo go us  w ith  th e  g n a th a s to m e  ja w  
and perhaps d inosaurs w h o  are perhaps m ore  fa m ilia r 
and share coun tless s im ila rities  w ith  b irds, w e  w o u ld  
ind ee d  have d i^ ic u lty  u nd e rs ta nd in g  th e  re la tedness 
o f  m any species. Luckily fo r  sc ien tis ts , countless 
in te rm e d ia te  fossils  d o  e x it. Indeed , no m a tte r  th e  
a rg u m e n t p re sen te d  to  th e  th e o ry  o f e v o lu tio n , m any 
o f w h ich  are p ro m in e n t in one  o f  m y fa v o r ite  b oo ks  
( fo r s tre n g th e n in g  m y b e lie f in e vo lu tio n ) ca lled  th e  
"Icon s  o f E vo lu tion : Science o r M y th ,"  by  Jo na tho n  
W ells, sc ien tis ts  have an answer.

W ith  th is  co lle c tio n  o f  s u p p o rtin g  ev idence, 
as m y ido l R ichard D aw kins speaks a b o u t, m y goa l 
in w rit in g  th is  a rtic le  is to  sw ay th e  p ro b a b ility  to  
a ce rta in , m ore  m a th em a tica lly  sound d ire c tio n . 
Does it  seem  m ore  like ly  th a t Zeus and his g o d ly  
accom pan im en ts  are b o w lin g  and th is  exp la ins w hy  
w e  hear such loud  noise a fte r an e x tre m e ly  v is ib le  
b o lt flashes th ro u g h  th e  sky? O r is th e re  a sc ien tific  
process g o in g  on here? Use th is  lo g ic  aga inst th e  
G reeks w h o  lived  ce n tu ries  ago  and th e y  w o u ld  call
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you crazy! D id a h igher p o w e r crea te  each unique 
species, fro m  th e  Em peror Penguin in th e  A rc tic  to  
th e  am oebas, to o  small to  see w ith  th e  naked eye? O r 
d id  these  species evolve  fro m  a com m on ancestor?  I 
suppose n e ithe r th e  existence  o f Zeus, nor a h ighe r 
p o w e r c rea ting  th e  in itia l s teps o f e vo lu tio n  can 
ever be "p ro v e n ,"  b u t w e  can ce rta in ly  m ove th e  
p la us ib ility  lever in a certa in  d irec tio n . I encourage  
pro fessors to  teach e vo lu tio n  in th is  m anner and 
p resent th e  evidence th a t su pp orts  th e  theo ry , 
ra the r than  as an irre fu ta b le  fa c t. I m ean, if  I was in  
th e  lab in th e  academ ic b u ild ing  o f 6S and I d ro p p e d  
a ball and it lev ita te d  long enough  fo r  me to  call m y 
peers over to  co lle c tive ly  g lance a t th is  m ystify ing  
occurrence. I'm  sure w e 'd  all reach a consensus 
and s to p  be liev ing  in gravity. H ow ever, every  tim e  
I've d ro p p e d  a beaker, it sm ashed to  th e  f lo o r  in a 
bunch o f sharp pieces— g ra v ity  rem ains in th is  sense 
inconvenient fo r  a clum sy lab s tu d e n t like m yself, b u t 
a viable  exp lanation  fo r  th e  occurrence  nonetheless. 
Like g ra v ity  in respect to  w ha t it explains, th e  fo rce  
and speed o f  fa llin g  ob jects , e vo lu tio n  is th e  best 
exp lanation  w e have r ig h t now  to  account fo r  th e  
tre e  o f life.

b io d iv e rs ity  o f . th e  w o rld  w ith  a s ing le  com m on 
ancestor. W h ile  re lig io n  and e vo lu tio n  b o th  teach  us 
to  use o u r c ritica l eye w hen  analyzing in te rp re ta tio n s  
on how  th e  w o rld  began, th e  pers is tence  o f  th e  
fo rm e r is based on b e lie f and th e  la tte r  on log ic. 
Does th is  m ean th a t a re lig ious person  canno t be lieve  
in e vo lu tio n?  A b s o lu te ly  n o t! It ce rta in ly  takes  b lind  
fa ith  to  be lieve  in a h ig he r p o w e r because it lacks 
em p iric ism  and fa ls ifia b ility . H ow ever, em brac ing  
th e  log ic  o f th e  th e o ry  o f e vo lu tio n  as an im p e rfe c t 
fa c t, and one's u n fo un d ed  b e lie f in a h ig he r p o w e r 
is e n tire ly  possib le . If it  p rov ides  you  c o m fo rt, w ho  
am I to  p ro te s t! I ju s t e m p lo y  you  to  ackno w le dg e  
it is a b e lie f and n o t a th e o ry ; th us  th e  reo ccurrin g  
d is tin c tio n  b e tw e e n  re lig ion  and e vo lu tio n . For 
th o se  s tru g g lin g  to  be lieve  in a h ig he r p o w e r and 
e vo lu tio n , ju s t p o s tu la te  a d iv ine  fig u re  th a t c rea ted  
th e  w o rld  and its  b u ild in g  b locks fo r  th e  p re- 
b io tic  soup  and even th e  b ig  bang, b u t sat back 
on perhaps th e  seventh  day to  rest and le t natu re  
and th e  s im p lic ity  o f e vo lu tio n  by natu ra l se lection  
ta ke  its  course. W ith  th is  bea u tifu l im age, one cou ld  
im agine  a un ifica tion  o f w o rld s  th a t seem ed to  once  
co n flic t w ith  one another. R eligion and e vo lu tio n , 
can harm on ious ly  co inc ide  and illum ina te  each o ther, 
sa tis fy ing  one 's desire  to  n o t o n ly  be lieve  th a t th e re  
is "s o m e th in g " o u t th e re , b u t also one's passion fo r  
th e  log ica l natu re  o f s c ie n c e .^

Brian Kateman is a student at the College of 
Staten Island's Honors College.

Evolution  is n o t a 
It is a fundam enta l 
p rinc ip le  in b io lo g y  
based on em piric ism , 
and an innum erable  
am ount o f su p p o rtin g  
evidence th a t links 
th e  massive ^

belie f.
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p a g e s  o f  The Banner o n  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  a  M c C a in  o r  O b a m a  p r e s i 

d e n c y ,  S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  E le c t io n s  C o m m is s io n e r ,  M ic h a e l  

G u a l t i e r i  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a n  O p / E d  p ie c e  in  s u p p o r t  o f  O b a m a .  

The Banner's E d i t o r  in  C h ie f ,  B i l l y  K l i n e ,  h a d  i n f o r m e d  G u a l t i e r i  

t h a t  t h e  w i n n in g  r e s p o n s e  t o  M o r r i s e y ’s c o lu m n  w o u l d  b e  p u b 

l is h e d  in  The Banner, t e l l i n g  h im  in  a n  e m a i l ,  “ T h e  challenge is sup
posed  t o  be more o f  an 'o n  page* debate where the challenger would  
argue for Obam a in an article form at ” A f t e r  M o r r i s s e y  r e c e iv e d  

a l l  t h e  s u b m is s io n s  h e  d e c la r e d  t h a t  G u l a t i e r i ’s s u b m is s io n  w a s  

t h e  w in n e r .  S u r p r is in g ly ,  M o r r i s s e y  t o o k  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  r e s p o n d in g  

t o  G u a l t i e r i ’s w i n n in g  s u b m is s io n  W I T H O U T  p u b l i s h in g  G u a l t -  

i e r i ’s s u b m is s io n  a n d  in  c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  T h e  Banner's E d i t o r  

in  C h ie f ,  B i l l y  K l i n e ’s e m a i l  t o  G u a l t i e r i !  S u b s e q u e n t ly ,  The Banner 
a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e y  m a d e  a  “ m is t a k e ”  in  n o t  p r i n t i n g  t h e  w i n n in g  

s u b m is s io n  b y  S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  E le c t io n s  C o m m is s io n e r ,  M i 

c h a e l  G u a l t i e r i . T h i s  “ m is t a k e ”  is  b o t h  u n f o r t u n a t e  a n d  d e c id e d ly  

a n t i - D e m o c r a t i c ;  s o  m u c h  f o r  T h e  Banner's s o - c a l le d  “ D e m o c r a c y  

P r o je c t ” . D u e  t o  The Banner's s e e m in g ly  r i g h t - w i n g  b ia s  a g a in s t  

t h e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c o n t e s t ,  THIRD RAIL is p r i n t i n g  t h e  w i n 

n in g  s u b m is s io n .

I ’l l  respond to  the issues raised in  the a rtic le— fore ign  and d r illin g . Foreign p o licy  is an 

area where I  s tron g ly  favor Obama’s p os ition . H e wants to  meet w ith  fo re ign  leaders, even 
those w ho don’t  lik e  us, and be cautious about dep loy ing  o u r troops. I t  is good to  meet 

w ith  bad leaders. W hen  Ahm adine jad  calls Israel “ coun te rfe it and ille g itim a te ”  the correct 
response is to  s it h im  dow n and explain  w h y  Israel is as leg itim ate  as any o the r state, n o t to  
resolve th a t you w on ’t  speak to  h im  u n t i l  he agrees w ith  you. I  have heard i t  argued th a t an 

Am encan president m eeting w ith  such a leader w o u ld  leg itim ize  h im  as a p o litic a l figure; the 
Iran ian  people leg itim ized  h im  w hen they elected h im . A n y  dem ocratica lly  elected leader IS 

leg itim ate  w hether you meet w ith  them  o r no t. M cC a in  w o u ld  n o t even agree to  meet w ith  the 
leadership o f  Spain, w h ich  has troops h e lp ing  us in  Afghanistan.
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A t one o f  John M cC ain ’s tow n  h a ll meetings, a w om an 
ta lked about the poor treatm ent o f  o u r veterans and 
concluded by saying, “ I f  we don’t  re-instate the d ra ft, I  
don’t  th in k  we’l l  have anyone to  chase B in  Laden to  the 
gates o f  he ll.”  John M cC a in  replied, “ I  don’t  disagree 
w ith  anyth ing  you said.”  A t a separate tow n  h a ll meeting 
M cC ain  said: “ I  don’t  kn ow  w ha t w o u ld  make a d ra ft 
happen unless we were in  an a ll-o u t W o rld  W ar I I I . ”  
A dd  th is to  his constant saber ra tt lin g  about fo re ign 
powers, “ threats fro m  rogue states like  Iran  and N o rth  
Korea, and the rise o f  po ten tia l strategic com petitors like  
C hina  and Russia mean th a t Am erica requires a larger 
and more capable m ilita ry ,” (JohnM cC ain.com ) and you 

have a candidate I  don’t  support. I  do n o t w an t to  die in  
Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran , N o rth  Korea, Russia, o r China. 
The man s till th inks  th a t invad ing  Ira q  was a good idea. 
I  don’t  th in k  th a t ou r m ilita ry  o r economy could  sustain 
the aggressive fore ign p o licy  o f  John M cC ain.

www.THIRDRAILMAG.com

We have already succeeded in  Iraq . Saddam’s governm ent 

was dissolved, he was hung, and the co u n try  has a new 
cons titu tion  and new leaders. Leaving n ow  w o u ld  n o t be 
“ w aving the w h ite  flag o f  surrender”  as Pa lin  w o u ld  call 
it .  The fact is th a t the Ira q i governm ent had a seventy- 
n ine b il l io n  d o lla r surplus in  its  budget due to  h ig h  o il 
prices. W h y  are we s till paying fo r  th e ir  law  enforcement? 
W h y  are we s till paying fo r  th e ir co m m im ity  developm ent 

programs? We’re the ones whose governm ent is deep in  
debt. I  th in k  i t ’s ge tting  tim e  fo r  th is young democracy 

to  s ta rt paying its own b ills .

Obam a calls fo r  a sixteen m on th  “ tim e line ”  fo r  troop  
w ithd raw a l. M cC a in  has come to  su pp ort a sixteen 

m on th  “ tim e-ho rizon ”  fo r  tro o p  w ithd raw a l. These views 
m ay sound the same, b u t remember th a t a line  has a 
specific beg inn ing  and end. The “ horizon”  is som ething 
th a t can never be reached because as you approach it ,  i t

w i l l  continue  to  move w ay fro m  you. I  prefer Barak 

Obama’s “ tim e-lin e ” .

Al-Q aeda is the group th a t actua lly  attacked us. 
T he ir leadership is in  A fghanistan and Pakistan. 

W h y  does John M cC a in  keep ra n tin g  about a ll these 

o ther countries? We need to  focus on A fghanistan 

and w o rk in g  w ith  the Pakistani m ilita ry  to  break 
Al-Qaeda’s leadership. I  respect John M cC a in  fo r  
his courageous service b u t O bam a is the one w ho 

understands fo re ign  p o licy

As fa r as d r i l l in g  goes, Obam a is n o t dead set against 

it .  He ju s t wants to  use i t  as a barga in ing  ch ip , o n ly  

agreeing to  i t  i f  i t  comes w ith  ftm d in g  fo r  green energy. 

Besides, the o il isn’t  go ing  to  go bad dow n there. Even 

i f  we don’t  pum p i t  in  the next thundered years i t ’l l  

s t ill be there. O il isn’t  lik e  w in d  o r solar pow er where 

n o t harnessing i t  means th a t i t ’s wasted forever. I  th in k  

i t  m ig h t be shrewd fo r  us to  le t the o ther countries 

d r i l l  th e ir o il w h ile  we h o ld  on to  o u r own. Then as 
they ru n  o u t o f  o il, o u r o il w i l l  become m ore valuable.

Even i f  people stop using gas to  power th e ir  cars, there 

are s till lots o f  petro leum  based products the o il cou ld  

be used for.

B y the way, w hen you say: “ E very th ing  I ’ve learned 

about Obam a paints a p a rticu la r p ic tu re  o f  w ho 

and w ha t he is, and w ha t he in tends to  do” , w o u ld  

I  be correct in  assuming you get the b u lk  o f  yo u r 

in fo rm a tio n  fro m  Fox News? M ik e  Savage? Rush 
Lim baugh? E ith e r w ay you  shou ld  check o u t a site 

called m ediam atters.org; i t ’s about checking fo r  false 

o r ina pp rop ria te  th ings said in  the media. You shoidd 

also lo o k  at p o litifa c t.co m , a site th a t fact checks 

p o litic ia ns . Anyway, i f  you  have m ore argum ents I ’d 

be happy to  respond to  them .

Michael Gualtieri 
Elections Com m issioner,

CSI S tudent G overnm ent Senator
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Estimated Cost of War

 ̂ T h a t's  7 0 0  B ILLIO N  fo r  th o s e  w h o  c a n 't c o u n t.
N o b e l e co n o m ics  la u re a te , Jo sep h  S t ig litz  e s tim a te s  th e  

w a r  w i l l  co s t o v e r  5 t r i l l io n  b y  i ts  c o n c lu s io n .

■I

I r a q i  u n e m p l o y m e i | t  r a t e  

w h e n  c u r f e w  i s  n o t  I n  e f f e c t :

2 7 % -6 0 %

Third Rail wilibe updating this page every issue 
g  until this cruel & illegal war is over. .



 1 th ro u g h  a  w o r ld  o f

c o m e d ic  m is h a p s  a n d  c ra z y  

h a p p e n in g s ?  O f  c o u rs e  i t  c a n i 

H o o k e rs , p o th e a d s / ju n k ie s ,  

a d u lte re rs , a n d  o n e  v e r y  m a n ic  

O C D  p a t ie n t  a re  re a d y  to  m a k e  

th is  s to re  u n b e a ra b le  fo r  th o s e   ̂

w o r k  it. C o m e d ic  n e w c o m e r  D a  

B ro itm o n 's  f i lm .  Don't Shoot The 
Pharmacist!, h e lp s  to  re in tro d u c  

w o r ld  to  a  c o m m o n ly  k n o w n  fa  

h o w  c ra z y  c u s to m e rs  co n  b e , a i 

to  t r u ly  fe e l s o r r y  fo r  th e  g u y s  v 

h a v e  to  d e a l w ith  th e  lo t  o f  then
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D o n 't  S h o o t  T h e  P k a n A /ia cist: is 

r e c o g n iz e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p  4  
f i lm s  in  S t a t e n  Is la n d  F i lm  

F e s t iv a l 's  h is t o r y .  It 's  g o in g  t o  

b e  s c r e e n e d  a g a in  o n  F r i d a y ,  

J u n e  5  a t  C S l  a t  t h e  W il l ia m s o n  

T h e a t e r  in  S t a t e n  Is la n d  f o r  

t h o s e  w h o  m is s e d  i t  la s t  t im e .  

TfX a t :
h t t p : / / w w w . t i c k e t w e h . c o m /

t 3 / s a l e / S a l e B v e n t D e t a i l ? d i s p a

t c h - lo a d S e le c t io n D a t a & c e v e n t l

d-1LZ30%^4-

Directed by David Broitman 
Writing by David Broitman 

CAST
Ben Bailey..................Zack Wright
Edwin Matos............ Ty Jackman
Jayson Simba...........Phil Freeman
Qodfrey...  Kevin
Myles MacVane........Johnson
Shaun Taylor-Corbett.....Pico the Shitter

Original Music by Quentin Chiappetta 
Cinematography by Erika Silverstein 
Film Editing by David Broitman^ Rick 
Engelshen Ciuy Shahar 
&  Jayson Simba
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C O M R A D E  X  h

To s ta rt o ff I w ou ld  like to  express my regrets from  my lack o f 
being in the  last ed ition  o f Third Rail Magazine. I hope w ha tever 
loyal readers I may have gained w ill fo rg ive  me, b u t I do on the  
occasion have a lo t on my p late and so many th ings to  w rite  about 
th a t it  becomes hard to  pick jus t one th ing  and run w ith  it. A lso I 
have been busy organizing students in to  the  new Arm ed Students 
Revolutionary Council (A.S.R.C.) as w ell as several consultations 
w ith  the  local Po litburo , as w ell as planning fo r  th is coming 
November. So I hope all o f you can fo rg ive  me in m y lateness, bu t 
now  onward and fo rw a rd  in to  th is issue's ed ition  o f Comrade X.

O ne o f the scariest things I have 
noticed about America is the 

extent that many members o f 
our society w ill go to to enforce the status 
quo. Making sure that everyone steps in 
Hne, rank file in the way they are suppose 
to. Independent thought is almost totally 
discouraged in our society creating 
an almost (I hate to use this damnable 
cliche) sheep like society which has begot 
the phrase “ Sheeple” . The problem with

this is that i t  is both very far o ff the mark, 
and yet at the same time isn’t; its sort o f a 
Schroeder’s analogy both applying to the 
situation and yet not. But the paradox o f 
the American people w ith  their inability 
to th ink and yet not th ink for themselves 
is not the subject o f this article. As you 
may have already guessed from the title, 
this column is about your local agents 
o f fascism, terror and oppression— The 
Police!

Now some w ill take offense 
to my calling our friendly 
neighborhood policeman 
a tool o f terror, oppression 
and possibly Nazism. I t ’s 
understandable that some 
people would be taken 
aback or outright offended, 
but this is a criticism people 
must face; a majority o f 

people do not look favorably upon the 
police. I for one have long complained 
about those who police Staten Island as 
among the most deplorable cops in the 
entire city, and given New York C ity’s track 
record o f police incidents over the last 15 
years that is an astounding conclusion to 
make. And I say that because damn near 
every person I have talked to has admitted 
to me that the only reason they want to



joerscn in  un iform  is  m erely an extension  o f  another p erso n s v d ff
-  P h i l i p  S l a t e r

ou ftave to wear a unij^oryn its  no t Wortfi (£oinj

-  G e o r g e  C a r l i n

join the NYPD is so that they (or at least they perceive they) 
can break the law and get away with it. Now mind you, these 
are students who seek to be cops on Staten Island. Furthermore, 
I have said for years that a majority of Staten Island cops, are, 
well— remember those jocks and bulUes from high school who 
were crappy students but still passed anyway because they were 
on the football team, the baseball team, etc, etc, who loved to 
pick on the “lesser” students because they could get away with 
it? Well most of those kids go on to become police officers. Why 
do a majority of these, for lack of a better word, bullies go on 
to be cops? The answer is simple so that they can be bullies with 
badges and guns and you can’t do anything about it.

That’s the sad fact. Most people that go on to be police officers 
don’t do so out of some idea of civic duty and wanting to give 
back to society, instead they do it for power, to be better than an 
everyday citizen. And as Byron said power corrupts. And Police 
corruption is one of the most disgusting things around, a “dirty” 
cop goes against everything a police officer is suppose to stand 
for. Instead of helping the people, he harms them. He is charged 
to uphold the law, be not only does he help others break it, but 
he breaks it himself This is another problem we face when we

discuss the police, and that’s the “Thin Blue Line”. Any man 
that would tell you that the Thin Blue Line is a myth is either a 
liar, a fool or both. The Thin Blue Line is packaged to us today 
as “professional courtesy”. All the proof you need of that is how 
officers who are under investigation, especially those who are 
suspected of committing a major offense, are defended by their 
fellow officers as “good cops”. One of the more obvious is the 
“Mafia Cop case” which found three cops innocent of being 
hit-men for the mob. In my humble opinion this is bullshit of 
the highest order and stinks to high heaven.

There are other incidents that also come to mind, of officers 
both retired and active defending the actions of officers accused 
of criminal activities, whether it’s an actual crime or misconduct 
of some sort. Another prominent example is the oft mentioned 
Sean Bell shooting case. Now many people have mixed reactions 
and feelings about whether the cops were right in doing what 
they did. But remember that at least one of the officers stopped 
and reloaded to continue firing.
Let that sink in 
for a moment... 
he stopped and 
reloaded; he reloaded 
and emptied the second 
magazine for Gods 
sake! I don’t care what 
any court in the world 
says— at that point, 
you’re not panicking.
As a professor on this 
campus whom I admire 
has told me, “Justice 
means sometimes 
guilty people go free.”
It is a mockery of the 
ideal of justice and 
what is right, but yet this 
happens time and time again.
Some have made a case that the Sean
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Bell shooting was racially motivated and others have made the 
case that it isn’t. I don’t know if it was or it wasn’t, but the 
N.Y.P.D. has very poor race relations— Amadou Diallo and the 
shooting of Ousmane Zongo. With what amounts to the rape 
of Abner Louisma back in 1997, the N.Y.P.D. shows just how 
poor the track record is when it comes to minorities. And even 
more recently there was the shooting of a Black officer by their 
fellow officers.

There was also the incident in which rwo Black NYPD officers 
complained to a superior (who himself was Black) that, another

officer had referred to them as “Niggers”. The superior in 
question then told them to “deal with it” and he himself tossed 
out a healthy does of “niggers” and other such hate speech. The 
insensitivity shown by the police towards minorities among their 
own ranks can only be indicative of how they treat minorities 
out on the street. We see time and time again that the “stop and 
frisk” policy of the police is racist in its targeting of minorities. 
Now some have said this is because minorities are more likely 
to carry illegal weapons and commit crimes. But why is that? 
Conservatives will tell you it’s because they don’t work hard 
enough and they rely on welfare. In reality that explanation is 

so racist, that it borders on the absurd that in this day and 
age it is even accepted by any number of people. In reality 
the major cause of crime among minorities is what they 
all have in common— a majority of crime committed by 
either whites or minorities is carried out by people from 
the lower economic classes; the poor, undereducated 
and those lacking real opportunities. In short— the 
disenfranchised. But for the most part that is a topic for 
another day and another time. So how do we deal with 
crime among the lower class? We lock them up in prison 
for (in some cases) insane amounts of time. We treat 
the symptom of the disease but we leave the root cause 
uncured; it’s like putting a band-aid on a paper cut while 
leaving a sucking chest wound wide open. Now I don’t 
want to get into the root causes of crime among the lower 
and working classes since that’s a topic for another edition 
of Comrade X, but it is common sense that the inequity 
inherent in our system causes mass disenfranchisement , 
not only of minorities, but of the working class in general. 
This is a driving factor behind crime which is evident in 
the fact that crimes are disproportionally high among the 
poor (or, at least, non-white collar crimes).

There is a culture of corruption among the “Boys in Blue” 
at the N.Y.P.D.. Now, yes, at this point I sound like a 
broken record, but some people just don’t understand. 
When we say there is a culture of corruption they think 
a few bad apples, but all of the cases of police brutality 
have not convinced some people that the whole barrel is 
rotten— not just the apples. TTie fact is that over 51% of 
complaints brought before the Civilian Complaint Review 
Board (CCRB) are ignored by Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly. Because of this, more of the police become 
disconnected with the public and the easier it becomes to 
commit crimes. Police as enforcers of the law need to be 
held accountable to the law even more than us “Civvies”. 
It’s is a very common sight to witness an officer get away 
with things that would have ended with a ticket or a night



or two in jail, but as stated, the thin blue line stops that. Now, 
yes— I know I ’ve said this before, but its true— our society is 
based around the principal of the rule of law in which the law 
is supreme and all live under it; no man is above it. But it’s bad 
enough we had our President George W. Bush, the man who 
is suppose to uphold the laws, break them time and time again 
and put himself above the law. So is it any surprise that our local 
SS boys in blue break the law? Yes, I know that’s hyperbole and 
maybe even libel, but there are people, not just us “crazy left- 
wing nut jobs”, but everyday people who believe that policemen 
disregard the law. We have the paradox of if a fellow “civilian” 
breaks the law we call the police on them, but if the police 
break the law who do we call on the police? The ideal answer is 
the CCR B , but as noted, the Commissioner can just refuse to 
punish the officers in a manner befitting what they have done 
and instead receive barely a slap on the wrist. A slap on the wrist? 
The U.N. hands out stricter punishments to rouge nations more 
often than the N.Y.P.D. punishes bad cops who think they are 
the stars of their own personal T V  crime drama.

So what are some ways we can fix this? My personal favorite and 
the one that makes the most sense to me is by increasing the 
power of the CCR B . Currently only the N.Y.P.D. can investigate 
complaints brought to the CCRB. That needs to be changed since 
that enables police the option of killing an investigation before 
it can even start. So barring that solution, we need a completely 
independent investigative bureau to advise the CCR B . It’s not

perfect, and there are more well thought-out plans out there, 
but I believe it’s a start. We need to remind officers as well as 
politicians that they work for U S , the people! The simplest 
answer is just oversight— we need oversight and to limit police 
power. For Gods sake, back in 2004 at the R N C  convention 
the N.Y.P.D. were running Cointellpro-like operations just like 
they were the FBI and this was the Goddamn 60s for Christs 
sake! It’s wrong, just no other way to say it, but just morally 
wrong. And if you have never heard of Cointellpro (no it’s not 
a video game system from the 80s) then either you didn’t pay 
attention in U.S. history classes or you had bad teachers, so 
look it up. But for far too long the poUce have had free reign 
to do as they please to treat the public in any manner they see 
fit. Another thing I would like to see is police, just every day 
officers, who are tra in e d  to shoot responsibly. These men and 
women are allowed to carry guns and can discharge them at 
members of the public if they deem it necessary— are only 
required to go to a firing rage once a year, O N C E  A YEAR! So 
these men and women who have guns, who can shoot at people 
and that may sometimes happen around people not involved 
are put in danger. No cop wants to fire their gun or so I have 
been told, but they should know how to fire it accurately and 
maybe then instead of more dead people you would get people 
who are just wounded but will live. Wliy pump 17 rounds into 
a guy’s chest when a shot to the leg would take him down and 
let him live to stand trial?
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But what of the poHce themselves? They are of the working 
class, now part of the lower middle class, but yet they enforce 
the laws that protect the upper class? They suppress free speech 
whenever possible, at rallies and protests. To go off on another 
tangent for a moment, what kind of nation says you have the 
right to free speech, then says you have the right to free speech 
only in our special “Free Speech Zones” which are out of the 
way and ignored? China is one nation that does that, and they 
tend to arrest anyone that shows up at one of those. But even 
here we have those. In the U.S. protesters are caged in and it is 
in essence an encouragement not to protest since the people you 
are protesting against or about won’t be able to see you. Even 
worse is how police break up a protest. A  year or so ago at a pro
immigration rally that was being televised live and was peaceful, 
the police came storming along with batons drawn, beating 
everyone in sight to break up the protest. They even took swings 
at the reporter and camera man for Gods sake! So we see the 
police as they really are— enforcers for capitalist 
thugs, who use them to keep those members

to get worse and worse, so the revolution is going to happen; 
maybe not soon, but possibly within the lifetime of the students 
that come to CSI. So what will we do with the police? Well, 
the police will be among the first to try and stop us to keep us 
down, but there might be some who will see the righteousness 
of our cause and join us— but they will be in the minority. The 
majority will fight on to stop us, to sever the liberation of the 
working and middle class and by extension they will be working 
against their own liberation. And when all is said and done 
and we the people have defeated the fascists, there will come a 
reconciliation and I do not know how it will come about, but I

of the lower class who haven’t been beaten 
down by the system into submission; to a c tu a lly  

beat them into submission. The law itself is used by the 
upper class for their benefit. Look at “eminent domain”— has 
it ever once been used to tear down upper class homes, destroy 
the lives of the privileged? As far as I know, none, not once, not 
one single instance of the upper one percent having to give up 
their homes so that someone else could make money. Those 
that are dismantling public housing around the country are 
the upper class they want to build offices, condos and housing 
that is beyond the reach of the majority of the population so 
that they can turn a profit. And when people refuse to have 
their property taken away from them, who want to stay in their 
homes and business they may have built and they need to live, 
what happens to them? Well the police get called to force them 
away, to beat them and drag them off— that’s what happens.

So what will happen to the police when the revolution comes? 
Now I ’m not saying the revolution is right around the corner, 
as much as I wish it were, but things in this country are going

do not believe it will bode well for those who sought to keep us 
down. For just as swiftly as one cop would pump an innocent 
man with 31 rounds of ammunition, we the people who have 
been oppressed for so long, we will be as swift to see that justice 
is finally done.
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O n  t h e  n ig h t o f  S a t u r d a y , D e c e m b e r  6 th , 
2 0 0 8 , t w o  S p e c i a l  G u a r d s  o f  t h e  G r e e k  p o l i c e  
c la s h e d  w ith  a  s m a ll g r o u p  o f  y o u n g  m e n . 
O n e  o f  t h e  G u a r d s  fire d  th r e e  s h o ts , a n d  o n e  
o f  th o s e  b u lle ts  c a u s e d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  1 5 - y e a r -  
o ld  A l e x a n d e r  G r i g o r o p o u l o s — w h e t h e r  t h e  
in ju ry  w a s  m a d e  b y  a n  a c c i d e n t a l  r i c o c h e t  o r  
d e l i b e r a t e  s h o t r e m a in s  to  b e  d e t e r m i n e d . T h e  
t w o  G u a r d s  a r e  n o w  in ja il a w a it in g  tria l, th e  
s h o o te r  c h a r g e d  w ith  h o m i c i d e . This in c id e n t  
s p a r k e d  a n  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  w i d e s p r e a d  
r e s p o n s e  in t h e  fo r m  o f  a n g r y  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  
a n d  riots in m a n y  G r e e k  c itie s . A l e x a n d e r ’ s 
d e a t h  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  c a t a l y s t , 
u n le a s h in g  w i d e s p r e a d  G r e e k  a n g e r  t o w a r d s  
m a n y is s u e s — p o l ic e m i s t r e a t m e n t o f  p ro te s te rs , 
u n w e l c o m e  e d u c a t i o n  r e fo r m s , e c o n o m i c  
s t a g n a t i o n , g o v e r n m e n t  c o r r u p tio n  a n d  m o r e .

S T O R Y  B Y  T H O M A S  T A S O S .
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A policeman looks toward burnfrî  Btr- ricades durwig riots in Athens
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pe o p le  in  a ll  th e  m a jo r  c it ie s  a n d  m o re  th a n  a fe w  s m a ll o ne s  in  G re e c e  h a v e  r is e n . T h e y  

h a v e  b e e n  m a r c h in g  a n d  p r o te s t in g  f o r  th ese  p a s t s ix  days . T h e  cause  is th e  a s s a s s in a tio n  

in  c o ld  b lo o d  o f  a 15 y e a r o ld  c h i ld ,  n a m e d  A le x a n d ro s  G r ig o r o p u lo s  b y  th e  s p e c ia l p o l ic e  

fo rc e s  b u t  o n e  has to  d ig  d e e p e r in  o rd e r  to  u n ra v e l th e  w h o le  s i tu a t io n .

T h is  in c id e n t ,  a lth o u g h  t ra g ic ,  w as  o n ly  th e  w a k e  u p  c a ll th a t  th e  p e o p le  n e e d e d  in  o rd e r  to  express 

th e i r  d e s p a ir  th a t  has b e e n  a c c u m u la t in g  d u r in g  th e  p a s t years . T h e  d e a th  o f  G r ig o r o p o u lo s  is o n e  

o f  th e  81  s im i la r  in c id e n ts  o f  a c iv i l ia n ’s d e a th  to  th e  h a n d s  o f  a p o l ic e  o f f ic e r ,  in  th e  p a s t 1 2  years . 

T h is  p ro v e s  th a t  i t  is n e ith e r  a n  a c c id e n t  n o r  th e  is o la te d  a c t io n s  o f  a d e ra n g e d  in d iv id u a l ,  i t  is th e  

p r o d u c t  o f  th e  m e th o d  th a t  th e  p o lic e  is ta u g h t  to  t r e a t  p e o p le , w h o  are  p a r t  o f  a p ro te s t ,  p e o p le , 

w h o  are  im m ig r a n ts  o r  p e o p le  w h o  h a p p e n  to  b e  a t th e  w r o n g  p la c e  a t th e  w r o n g  t im e .  I t  is p a r t  

o f  th e  p e r m a n e n t  m o d u s  o p e ra n d !  o f  s u p p re s s io n  a g a in s t th e  d e m o n s tr a t io n s  a n d  ra llie s  o f  b o th  

th e  y o u th  a n d  th e  w o rk e rs .  I t  is p a r t  o f  th e  o rg a n iz e d  p la n  to  s h a tte r  th e  s o c ia l re s is ta n ce s  th a t  h a v e  

in te n s if ie d  d u e  to  th e  tre m e n d o u s  a t ta c k  th e  c a p ita l has u n le a s h e d , a g a in s t th e  w o r k in g  p e o p le , 

t r y in g  to  o v e rc o m e  its  e c o n o m ic  c r is is .

4 0 ^ .T H IR D R A IL M A G .c



Mourners carry the coffin ofmlexandros Grigoropouios; 15, during his funeral in Athens December 9, 2008. in the outskirts of Athens, more than 5,000 people dressed in black gathered at a funeral for the 15-year-old boy whose shooting by police on Saturday has triggered Greece's worst riots in decades.
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Young students offer flowers to riot police while others 
blocked off Syntagma (Parliament) Square on December 
13, 2008, following more than a week of clashes over the 
police killing of a 15-year-old.



Protesters march during a demonstration in the northern Greek city of Thessaloniki on December 10, 2008. Protesters hurled rocks todaŷ t Security lorces, second city of Thessaloniki and were fought off with tiai«gas, police sai clashes occurred as around 2,000 demonstrators made tKeir waiy towards government ministry office protected by a police cordon.
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protester holds a molotov coctail next to a burning tfirricade In athens on December 8, 2008. Fury at the fatal police shooting of a schoolboy, 15-year-old Mexandros Grigoropoulos, erupted in a third day of rioting across Greece on Monday, with youths burning banks ancf̂ ll̂ s, attacking hotels and clashing
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Tt h r o u g h o u t  th e  p r o te s t in g  o f  th e  p e o p le  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  m a jo r  c a ta s tro p h e s  o f  s o c ia l 

in s t i t u t io n s ,  b a n k s  a n d  p ro p e r ty .  T h is  has g iv e n  th e  m e d ia  th e  excuse  th e y  n e e d e d  in  

o rd e r  to  fo c u s  o n  th e  c a ta s tro p h e s  r a th e r  th a n  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  re a s o n  b e h in d  th e  g re a t 

n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  m a rc h e s  a n d  p ro te s ts  a g a in s t th e  p o l i t ic a l ,  s o c ia l a n d  

e c o n o m ic  s i tu a t io n  in  G re e ce .

T h e  m o t iv e  f o r  th is  t u r n  o f  d i r e c t io n  b y  th e  G re e k  m e d ia  is o b v io u s .  T h e  o b je c t iv e  is to  t u r n  th e  

a t te n t io n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  o p in io n  a w a y  f r o m  th e  h e a lth y  re a c t io n  o f  th e  p e o p le  a n d  to w a rd s  th e  

d e s t r u c t io n s  t h a t  th e y  a lle g e d ly  cause. I t  is p a r t  o f  th e  c o n t in u o u s  e f fo r ts  to  ta k e  a w a y  th e  c r e d ib i l i t y  

o f  th e  a c t io n s  o f  th e  p ro te s te rs , w h o  o p p o s e  to  a g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  has a b a n d o n e d  th e m .
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14Greek riot police spr̂ ;j0â’̂ gas to keep protesters of the parHament̂ î icRrigaunDg axJemolistration in Athens, Greaptf̂ l̂ ŷ Dec. 12, 2008.

o w e v e r, th e  m e d ia  are  th e  T ro ja n  h o rs e  u sed  in  th is  e f fo r t  to  d is t o r t  th e  p u b U c  

a t te n t io n .  T h e  m a jo r  c a ta s tro p h e s  th a t  h a v e  o c c u r re d  in  m a n y  p a r ts  o f  G re e c e  are  

c e r ta in ly  n o t  a re s u lt  o f  th e  a c t io n s  o f  th e  p ro te s te rs . T h e  o n e s  re s p o n s ib le  a re  p a r ts  o f  

a g ro u p ,  la b e le d  b y  th e  m e d ia  as “ h o o d e d  m e n ”  a n d  c o m m o n  c r im in a ls .  T h e re  h a ve  

b e e n  a lo t  o f  v id e o s  s h o w in g  th e  p o l ic e  w o r k in g  h a n d  in  h a n d  w i t h  th e  n o to r io u s  “ h o o d e d  m e n ” . 

F u r th e r m o r e ,  i t  w as th e  g o v e rn m e n ts  s lo w  re a c tio n s  th a t  le f t  th e  c it ie s  a b a n d o n e d  to  th e  a c t io n s  

o f  c o m m o n  c r im in a ls .  T h e  m e d ia  are a p a r t  o f  th e  p ro p a g a n d a  m e a n t  to  c o n v in c e  p e o p le  th a t  th e  

p ro te s te rs  are  th e  o ne s  d e s tro y in g  th e i r  p r o p e r t y  w h i le  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  le g a lize s  th e  use o f  f ire  a rm s  

a g a in s t a ll p ro te s ts . C e r ta in ly ,  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  d e s tru c t io n s  f r o m  th e  p ro te s te rs  b u t  t h e i r  a n g e r  is 

n o t  to w a rd s  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e i r  fe l lo w  c it iz e n s  b u t  b a n k s .

B u t  these  p ro te s te rs  are s tu d e n ts , h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  th a t  d o n ’t  see a rea son  to  g o  to  c o lle g e  as 

a d eg ree  c a n n o t  g ra n d  th e m  a s a la ry  th a t  is e n o u g h  to  m a k e  a d ig n i f ie d  l iv in g .  T h e y  are  c o lle g e  

s tu d e n ts  th a t  are a w a re  th a t  th e i r  b a c h e lo r  d e g re e  is useless w i t h o u t  a M a s te r .  T h e y  are  c o lle g e  

s tu d e n ts , ta k in g  th e ir  M a s te rs  d eg re e  w h i ls t  re a liz in g  th a t  w h e n  th e y  f in is h  i t ,  a ll th a t  th e y  w i l l  h ave  

e s ta b h s h e d  is a p la c e  in  th e  lo n g  l in e  o f  u n e m p lo y m e n t .  B u t  th e y  are  th e  p o o r  th a t  th e  m e d ia  a n d  

g o v e rn m e n t w h ip  fo r . T h e y  are th e  ones  l iv in g  b e lo w  o r  ju s t  o n  th e  p o v e r ty  l in e .  I h e y  are  th e  o ne s  

th a t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t a b a n d o n e d  a n d  has re m e m b e re d  th e m  n o w  in  its  t im e  o f  n e e d .
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S t u d e n t s  d e m o n s tr a te  in f r o n t  o f  th e  p o Jjce  h e a d q u a rtj^ rs  o f  Atiii^-ns, or] 

D e c e m b e r  15 2 0 0 8 . R io t  s q u a d s  r in g e d  A th e n s  p o 'lk ®  h'eadquairt/=5rs as 
G r e e k  p r o t e s t e r s  t a r g e t e d  s ta te  in s t itu t io n s , w h ile  th e  r ig h t -w in g  go ve fm - 
m e n t  fa c e d  n e w  h e a d a c h e s  w ith  th e  re -e m e rg e n c e  o f a lamds«/tap s c a n d a j.

A n o t h e r  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  o f  th e  M e d ia  these  

p a s t 6 d ays  has b e e n  th e  fa c t  th a t  G re e c e  is 

b e in g  r id ic u le d  in  th e  eyes o f  fo r e ig n  c o u n tr ie s .  

T h e  h y p o c r ite s  th a t  a re  c o n c e rn e d  f o r  w h a t  

fo re ig n e rs  t h i n k  o f  G re e c e . T h e y  ca re  n o t  fo r  

th e  fa c t  th a t  G re e c e  is b e in g  r id ic u le d  in  th e  

eyes o f  o u r  c h i ld r e n ,  in  th e  eyes o f  s o c ia l ju s t ic e , 

in  th e  eyes o f  e q u a l i ty  a n d  fre e d o m , in  th e  eyes 

o f  h u m a n  d ig n i t y  o n  a n  e v e ry  d a y  basis.

P o lit ic ia n s  a n d  M e d ia  s p o k e s m e n  h a ve  b e e n  

u s in g  e x p re s s io n s  l ik e  “ d e s t r u c t io n  o f  

d e m o c ra c y ” . M y  q u e s t io n  is to  w h a t  d e m o c ra c y  

th e y  are  r e fe r r in g  to? A re  th e y  r e fe r r in g  to  a 

d e m o c ra c y  th a t  rapes o u r  v a h ie s , o u r  fre e d o m  

a n d  o u r  live s  d a ily ?  A re  th e y  r e fe r r in g  to  a 

d e m o c ra c y  th a t  has th e  p o w e r  a n d  th e  w i l l  to  

k i l l  81 p e o p le  beca use  th e y  w e re  p ro te s t in g ?  

A re  th e y  r e fe r r in g  to  a d e m o c ra c y  th a t  k i l ls  a 15

y e a r o ld  b oy?  ^-Vre th e v  r e fe r r in g  to  a d e m o c ra c y  

th a t  e n a b le s  a n y o n e  w i t h  a b a d g e  to  v io la ie  a 

p e rs o n ’s v i t a l  h u m a n  r ig h ts ?  A r e  th e y  r e fe r r in g  

to  a d e m o c ra c y  o f  p ove rrv "; a d e m o c ra c y  

o f  u n e m p lo y m e n t?  A r e  th e y  r e fe r r in g  to  a 

d e m o c ra c y  o f  m a r g in a l iz e d  p e o p le  b eca use  o f  

race , e th n ic it y ,  r e l ig io n  o r  b a n k  a c c o im ts ?  e ll,  

i f  th is  is th e  d e m o c ra c y  th a t  th e y  a re  r e fe r r in g  

to  th e n  1 d o n ’t see a n y  re a s o n  f o r  i t  n o t  to  be  

d e s tro y e d .

I h e  p e o p le  in  p o w e r  h ave  b a r r ic a d e d  th e m s e lv e s  

b e h in d  s ta te m e n ts  s a v in g  th a t  th is  c a n n o t  be 

in fe r re d  to  as a s o c ia l r e \ 'o lu t io n .  Ih e  re a s o n  th e y  

g iv e  is th a t  th e  p e o p le  th a t  ta k e  p a r r  in  i t  a re  n o t  

p o l i t ic a l ly  o rg a n iz e d . H o w e v e r ,  is i t  n o t  a p o l i t ic a l  

a c t io n  to  m a rc h  th e  s tre e t s h o u t in g  a g a in s t th e  

s o c io p o l i t ic a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  s itu a t io n ?  A c tu a lly ,  

is i t  n o t  th e  u tm o s t  p o l i t ic a l  a c tio n ?
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