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W  l i  L  C  O  M  I S T  I I  l i ;

C U N Y  S O C I A L  F O K U M
O C T O I I i r i l  I  7  - i  I I  .  I M H I H

A W r i l l i l l l  C U N Y  I S  P O S S I I I L E .

B y  M a r i a  A r e t t i n e s  &  L e a n n e  M u r p h y

I n rece n t m on th s th e re  h as b een  a  resu rg en ce  
o f yo u th  a ctiv ism  a t  th e  C ity  U n iv e rs ity  o f  N ew 
Y o rk  (CU N Y). S tu d e n ts  a re  m ak in g  con n ection s 

b etw een  th e  g lo b a l econom y and  th e ir  ed u cation  
in  a public in s t itu tio n . W ith  th e  rece n t fin an c ia l 
m eltd ow n , pu blic  e d u catio n a l in s t itu tio n s  are  in  
an  in te n sifie d  s ta te  o f  c r is is . N ow here is  th is  m ore 
ap p a re n t th a n  a t  CUNY, w h ich  h as exp erien ced  
d ra st ic  b u d get cu ts an d  a u s te r ity  m easu res  fo r  
th e  p a s t  t h ir ty  y e a rs  due to  a lack  o f  s ta te  and  
c ity  su p p o rt. W ith a rece n t b u d get red u ctio n  o f 
f ifty -o n e  m illio n  d o lla rs , a  tu it io n  h ike  o f  30 %  
s ta r t in g  in  F all 2 0 10 ,  and  th e  th re a t  o f  m ore cu ts, 
th e  CUNY com m u n ity  h as decided  to  fig h t  b ack , 
dem an d in g  th e  r ig h t  to  h igh  q u a lity , accessib le  
h ig h e r  ed u cation .

The b e g in n in g s  o f  th is  re s is ta n c e  
w h ich  in clu d ed  a d d re ss in g  in s t itu t io n a liz e d  
d isc r im in a tio n , la b o r  is su e s , as  w e ll as u n d er- 
fu n d in g  - m a n ife s te d  i t s e l f  lo n g  b e fo re  th e  c u rre n t 
ro u n d  o f  b u d g e t cu ts, an d  e v e n tu a lly  becam e th e  
CUNY S o c ia l Forum . The CUNY S o c ia l F orum  w as 
a th re e -d a y  e v e n t w h ich  to o k  p lace  th e  w eek en d  
o f  O ctober 1 7 - 1 9  a t  C ity  C ollege in  H arlem . The 
in te n t  o f  th e  S o c ia l F orum  w as to  ch a llen g e  th e  
p o p u la r  u n d e rsta n d in g  o f th e  s ig n ifica n c e  an d  ro le  
o f  e d u catio n  in  a  c a p ita lis t  so c ie ty . This fra m e w o rk  
p u sh es th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  e d u catio n  as so m e th in g  
m ore th a n  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  t r a in  h u m an  c a p ita l. 
R a th e r, i t  se e k s  to  m ove th e  U n iv e rs ity  to w a rd s  a 
p o te n tia l sp ace  o f  e n co u n te r  an d  d ia lo g u e , u sin g  
i t  as  a  to o l fo r  tra n s fo rm in g  th e  w o rld  in  w h ich  
w e liv e .

s i n : i a l  f o k i j m

^ 1 *  r a c k  t f T t
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In  e a r ly  M arch o f  th is  year , a  la rg e  
gro u p  o f stu d e n ts , facu lty , and  alu m n i fro m  
a cro ss CUNY m et a t  th e  G rad u ate  C en ter 
to  d iscu ss re v iv in g  a  stu d e n t m ovem ent. 
M eetin gs con tin u ed  to  be h eld , and  th o se  
a tte n d in g th e se  m eetin g s ask ed  th em selves 
h ow  th e y  w ould  go ab o u t u n ify in g  th e  
stu d e n ts , facu lty , a lu m n i, and  com m unity 
o f  CUNY. D em ands w ere  c reated  th a t  
focu sed  on a d d ressin g  in st itu tio n a liz e d  
d iscrim in atio n , b u d get tran sp are n cy , and 
in cre a s in g  stu d e n t an d  fa c u lty  d ec isio n 
m ak in g  p ow er w ith in  th e  U n iversity . The 
id ea  o f  p u tt in g  to g e th e r  a  CUNY Socia l

T H IR D R A IL M A G  ■ com
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Forum  em erged o rgan ica lly  in  
these con versation s. The firs t  
organ iz in g  m eetin g  fo r  th e 
Forum  took place in  Ju n e , and 
the CUNY Social Forum  becam e 
a re a lity  fo u r m onths la ter, bu t 
not w ith ou t resistan ce  from  
th e ad m in istratio n . Booking 
th e space fo r  th e Forum  w as a 
seriou s challenge, and secu rity  
g uard s w ere cu riously  p resen t 
and tak in g  notes a t  m any o f 
the w orkshops th e w eekend 
o f th e Forum . N everth eless, 
over 600 people atten d ed  
throu gh ou t th e w eekend, and 
som e concrete n e x t steps w ere 
devised .

Social Forum s come out 
o f  a lon g  tra d itio n  o f p ro te st  in  
th e  g lob al ju stice  m ovem ent. 
The f irs t  ever Socia l Forum  
w as a W orld Socia l Forum  
(W SF), w hich  to o k  place in  
Porto  A legre , B raz il in  2 0 0 1 . 
The concept o f  a Social Forum  
o rig in a ted  in  a  critiq u e  o f 
g lo b a liza tio n  and n eo lib era l 
cap ita lism , includ in g u n fa ir  
“ fr e e ”  trad e  ag reem en ts, 
s tru ctu ra l ad ju stm en ts
im posed b y  th e  IM F and the 
W orld B an k , and rac ia l, gen d er 
and econom ic in ju stices. The 
idea w as to  create  an  e ffec tive  
counter- force b y  o rgan iz in g  
and n etw o rk in g  g lobally . Since 
th e f irs t  WSF in  2 0 0 1 ,  th ere  
have been  o th er g lobal Social 
Forum s - ag a in  in  B raz il, bu t 
a lso  in  In d ia , M ali, V enezuela, 
an d K en ya. O ther SocialForu m s 
have occurred reg io n ally , 
n ation ally , and -  m ore recen tly  
-  in stitu tio n a lly .

CROSS-CĴ WPUS UNITY. Islofe thin 15 itudanti, fiCuHv staff ffom fht Dly Univ«f $ily of 
New hri ICUNYI raliiid thf CUNY Gfadyati Center m Mi^own Sept. 22IQ protest 

cu tiin ivm fuftdiny lot ihe umvirsily. PHOTO: JAMIE LEHANE

This w as th e  f ir s t  e ve r  CUNY Socia l Forum , and  
th e  w orksh op s w ere a p p ro p ria te ly  a  m ix tu re  o f  stu d en t 
o rgan iz in g , ad ju n ct and  p a rt-tim e  w orkp lace  stra te g iz in g , 
as w ell as w o rksh op s fro m  a  p le th o ra  o f  NYC’s com m unity 
o rg an iza tio n s. The w o rk sh o p s d iscu ssed  food  secu rity , 
sex  w o rk , un ion s, im m igran t you th , and  th e  w ars  in  and  
occupations o f  Iraq  and  A fg h a n ista n  am on g o th ers , as  w ell

WWW .T H IR D  R A iL M A G . com



C U N Y  S O C IA L  F O R U M
as m an y issu es p e rt in e n t  sp e c ifica lly  to  CUNY, 
in clu d in g  in s t itu tio n a l rac ism , rad ica l CUNY 
h is to ry , s tan d ard ize d  te s t in g , an d  stu d en t- 
ad ju n ct a llian ces . W hat em erged  w as a stro n g  
sen se  o f  CUNY as com m unity.

The C ity U n iversity  o f  N ew Y ork  w as 
founded in  H arlem  in  18 4 7  as th e  Free 
Academ y. The college’s f ir s t  p resid en t, Dr. 
Horace W ebster, exp lained , “ The exp erim en t 
is to  be tried , w h eth er th e ch ildren  o f the 
people, the ch ildren  o f th e  w hole people, can 
be educated; and  w h eth er an  in stitu tio n  o f the 
h igh est grad e can be successfu lly  con tro lled  by 
the p opu lar w ill, n o t b y  th e p riv ileg ed  few .”  It 
is  cu rren tly  th e  la rg e st  urban  public u n iversity  
in  the country, com prised o f 2 3  in stitu tio n s 
th rou gh ou t th e  five  borou ghs, includ ing sen io r 
colleges, com m unity colleges, g rad u ate  schools 
and o th er p rogram s. O ver 4 6 1,0 0 0  stud en ts 
and 35 ,9 0 0  facu lty  and  s ta ff  are  a  p a r t  o f CUNY. 
That’s 1  in  1 6  New Y orkers. An organ ized  CUNY 
m ovem ent, o f w hich th e  Social Forum  w as a 
recen t step , w ould change New Y ork  City.

From  its  in cep tio n , CUNY w as a fre e  
ed u catio n al in s t itu tio n , even  d u rin g  th e  
g re a te s t  fin an c ia l c r is is  o f  th e  cen tu ry , 
th e  G reat D ep ression . In  fa c t , d u rin g  th a t  
tim e p erio d , ed u cation  w as p erceived  as so 
e sse n tia l to  econom ic g ro w th  th a t  th re e  
co lleges w ere  e stab lish e d  w ith in  th e  system : 
B ro o k lyn , Q ueens and  Lehm an. T u itio n  a t  
th e  u n iv e rs ity  w as im p lem en ted  fo r  th e  f ir s t  
tim e in  1 3 0  y e a rs , in  19 7 6 , an d  h as since 
s te a d ily  in creased . W hile s ta te  and  c ity  
fu n d in g  o f  CUNY dropped  40%  b etw een  19 8 0  
and  20 0 0 , th e  19 9 0 s  saw  th a t  b u rd en  p laced  
sq u are ly  on th e  sh o u ld ers o f  s tu d e n ts , h a lf  o f  
w hom  live  u n d er th e  p o v e rty  lin e . S tu d e n ts ’ 
co n trib u tio n  in creased  o ver 15 0 % , m ore th an  
an yw h ere  e lse  in  th e  cou n try . In  19 9 0 , tu it io n  
accounted  fo r  20 %  o f  CUNY’s b u d get; to d ay  
i t  fu n d s 40% . Since th e  R eagan  e ra , public 
h ig h e r  ed u cation  h as been  a lo w  p r io r ity  fo r  
s ta te  an d  fe d e ra l g o ve rn m e n ts  in  th ra ll to  th e

n e o lib era l id eo logy . T u itio n  a t  se n io r  co lleges 
is  now  $4 ,0 0 0 ; a t  com m u nity  co lleges it  is  
$ 2 ,8 0 0 , and  is  scheduled  to  in cre ase  $ 3 0 0  th is  
W in ter and  S p rin g , an d  $6 0 0  n e x t  Fall. The 
se v e r ity  o f  th is  in crease  fo r  stu d en ts  rem ain s 
to  be seen , b u t it  w ill lik e ly  p re v e n t m an y 
fro m  co n tin u in g  th e ir  edu cation .

The CUNY com m u nity h as a  r ich  le g acy  
o f  stu d e n t p ro te st . In  19 6 9 , CUNY stu d e n ts  
su ccessfu lly  fo u g h t w ith  police  an d  th e  
a d m in istra tio n  fo r  open  ad m issio n s. This 
chan ge a llow ed  au to m atic  acceptance in to  
CUNY fo r  a ll s tu d e n ts  g ra d u a tin g  fro m  a  NYC 
public school, re su lt in g  in  a  s ig n ifica n t in flu x  
o f  p eop le  o f  color, w om en, im m ig ran t and  
w o rk in g  c lass  s tu d e n ts . S tu d e n t dem ands 
led  to  th e  c re a tio n  o f p ro g ram s such  as 
B lack , L atin o  an d  W om en’s S tu d ies. H ostos 
C om m unity C ollege, M edgar E vers C ollege, 
and  Y o rk  C ollege a ll opened up as a  re su lt  o f 
th ese  s tru g g le s . The p o licy  o f  open  ad m issio n s 
ended in  19 9 9 , a lo n g  w ith  rem ed ia l c lasses a t  
th e  se n io r  co lleges. N e ve rth e le ss , th e  p o sitiv e  
e ffe c ts  o f  open  ad m issio n s a re  s t il l  w ith  CUNY 
tod ay. The stu d e n t b ody is  now  62%  w om en 
and  7 2 %  p eop le  o f  color. In  19 6 9 , th e  stu d e n t 
b ody a t  se n io r  co lleges w as 96%  w h ite .

S tu d en t L ib eratio n  A ctio n  M ovem ent! 
(SLA M !) w as a “ stu d e n t o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t  
fo rm ed  d u rin g  th e  re su rg e n t n eo -lib era l 
a tta c k s  a g a in s t  th e  public se cto rs  o f  A m erica  
in  19 9 5 ,”  says Jo h n  K im , one o f  th e  fo u n d in g  
m em bers o f  SLA M !, an d  an  a lu m n i o f  H u n ter 
C ollege. W hile ac tive  a t  CUNY, SLAM ! 
d efen d ed  a  la rg e  n u m ber o f  CUNY p ro g ram s, 
in n o vated  yo u th  o rg a n iz in g  p ro g ram s, fo u g h t 
a g a in s t  tu it io n  h ik e s , an d  a t  c r it ic a l m om en ts 
o rgan ized  stu d e n t s tr ik e s  and  s it- in s .

This p a st  A u gu st, th e  s ta te  le g is la tu re  
p assed  a  $ 5 1  m illion  b u d get cut to  CUNY 
fu n d in g . A nd y e t , in  Sep tem b er, th e  CUNY 
B o ard  o f  T ru ste es  ap p ro ved  a  $ 5 5 ,0 0 0  ra ise  
fo r  C han cello r M atth ew  G old ste in , a  14 %  
p ay  in cre ase . C h an cello r G o ld ste in ’s y e a r ly
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sa la ry  is now  $450,000^ in  ad d ition  to  a h ou sin g  
license and free  use o f a car and  d river, w hich  
adds an  ad d itio n al $ 10 0 ,0 0 0  to  h is base  pay. In  
th e recen t and hard-w on  co n tract n eg o tia ted  
by  th e PSC-CUNY, CUNY fa cu lty  ra ise s  average  
less th an  4%  an n u ally  and don ’t  keep  pace w ith  
o th er public u n ive rs itie s  in  th e  reg io n , m akin g  
the re ten tio n  and h ir in g  o f  fa cu lty  d ifficu lt.

The fin a l sessio n  o f th e  Socia l Forum  w as 
ded icated to  an  assem b ly  w h ere atten d ees 
d iscussed  th e  p o ten tia l o f  a CUNY S tu d en t 
U nion as w ell as s tre n g th en in g  t ie s  betw een  the

u n iv e rs ity  and th e  b ro ad er NYC com m unity. In  
a sse rt in g  fre e  edu cation  as a  hum an r ig h t, th e  
em erg in g  CUNY m ovem ent seek s to  exp an d  
access to  th e  public h ig h e r  ed u cation  system , 
m ake it  accountable to  its  m issio n , and  use it  as 
a  m eans fo r  so c ia l tra n s fo rm a tio n . A s a  re su lt  o f  
th e  Socia l Forum , S tu d en t U nions h ave a lre ad y  
been  m eetin g  a t  va rio u s cam p u ses. The p o te n tia l 
pow er o f  th e  n etw o rk s fo rm ed  a t  th e  Forum  
is im m ense and  holds w ith in  it  th e  p o ss ib ility  
o f  c re a tin g  a  N ew Y ork  C ity  accou n tab le  to  th e  
people w ho m ake it  th riv e .

C U N Y  C H A N C E L L O R ’ S  S A L A R Y :  

T H E N  &  N O W

M o te :  T h e  C U N Y  c h a n c e l lo r 's  p a y  p a c k a g e  in c l i ic le s  a 

$ 9 0 , 0 0 0 - p e r - y e a r  h o i is in c f  a l lo w a n c e ,  p lu s  f r e e  u s e  o f  a 

c a r  a n d  d r iv e r ,

N f  < ,7  r ;  f ' . ’ * i t - f s !  . 1 !  h  I f t  ( >  t t  s J i '

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0

{ M M l I
$ 1 4 0 , 0 0 0

j
$ 1 5 8 , 0 0 0

[ tK K J
$ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0

$ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0

M Nn $ 3 9 5 , 0 0 0

S Q U E E Z E  P L A Y

C U N Y  l y i t i o n  h a s  in c r e a s e d  

s te a d } ly  o v e r  th e  p a s t  th r e e  

d e c a d n s .  w h i le  a n d  

c i t y  :su }? p o rf fo r  p i ib l t c  h ic |h e r  

e d i i c a i io n  l ia s  d e c l in e d .

//»*' ♦ ( ' NY  V ;t« '

< /. lUtiivi’! jth i
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k I  j r  11

F o ! .1K-V1-AK

'«,! f <■ 11 t>'N

i.  ■, I.M 1 V

C m I . L K . I . v t « H A  I t , , l s

F r e e F r e e

$ 9 2 5 $ 7 7 5

I M K  j
$ 1 , 2 2 5 $ 1 , 2 2 5

J MMI
$ 1 , 3 5 0 $ 1 , 3 5 0

1
$ 1 , 8 5 0 $ 1 , 7 5 0

| M M  i
$ 2 , 4 5 0 $ 2 , 1 0 0

1 m t h

$ 3 , 2 0 0 $ 2 , 5 0 0

2 t H i  1
$ 4 , 0 0 0 $ 2 , 8 0 0

l i n m

$ 4 , 0 0 0 $ 2 , 8 0 0
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AND

2 0 0 9  P A Y  R A I S E S  F O R  
E L I T E  A D M I N I S T R A T O R S

B e g in n in g  in  2 0 0 8 ,  T h i r d  R a il  M a g a z in e  b e g a n  t r a c k i n g  t h e  s a la r ie s  o f  t o p  C S I 

a n d  C U N Y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  In  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  y e a r  w e  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  C S I 

P r e s id e n t  T o m a s  M o r a l e s  a n d  C U N Y  C h a n c e l lo r  M a t t h e w  G o l d s t e i n  r e c e iv e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s a la r y  in c r e a s e s ,  e v e n  in  t h e  c u r r e n t  e c o n o m ic  r e c e s s io n .  W e  h a v e  

w a r n e d  o u r  r e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e s e  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  s a la r y  in c r e a s e s  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in  

a  C S I t u i t i o n  in c r e a s e .  T h is  p a s t  F a l l ,  C U N Y  C h a n c e l lo r  G o l d s t e i n  a n n o u n c e d  

h is  i n t e n t i o n  o f  r a is in g  C S I a n d  C U N Y  t u i t i o n  in  t h e  w o r s t  e c o n o m ic  p e r i o d  in  

A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  s in c e  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s io n  ( t h r o u g h o u t  w h i c h ,  C U N Y  t u i t i o n  

w a s  f r e e ) .  R a t h e r  t h a n  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  t u i t i o n  in c r e a s e ,  C S I P r e s id e n t  M o r a l e s  n o t  

o n l y  r e m a in e d  s i l e n t  o n  t h e  in c r e a s e ,  t h u s  i n t i m a t i n g  h is  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  C U N Y  

C h a n c e l lo r 's  p r o p o s e d  t u i t i o n  in c r e a s e ,  b u t  h e  g l a d l y  a c c e p t e d  a  $ 5 5 , 0 0 0  s a la r y  

i n c r e a s e - w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  p a id  f o r  b y  s t u d e n t s .  N o  w o n d e r  t h e s e  t o p  le v e l  C S I &  

C U N Y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  a l l  s m i le s !

CSI PRESIDENT TOMAS MORALESSTARTING SALARY: $220,000 + amenities (Total Compensation Close to $300K)2008 SALARY: $230,000 + amenities (Total Compensation over $300K)2009 SALARY: $238,050 + amenities (Total Compensation over $308K) During a period when NYS Governor David Patterson called on all public executive employees to defer salary increases, CSI President Tomas Morales gladly accepted an $8,050 salary raise and supported a tuition increase for CSI students to help pay for his salary increase; all this during the worst economic period in American history since the Great Depression.
CUNY CHANCELLOR MATTHEW GOLDSTEIN
STARTING SALARY: $250,000 + amenities (Total Compensation Close to $350K)
2008 SALARY: $395,000 + amenities (Total Compensation: $500K)
2009 SALARY: $450,00 + amenities (Total Compensation: $550K)During a period when NYS Governor David Patterson called on all public executive employees to defer salary increases, CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein gladly accepted a $55,000 salary raise and proposed a tuition increase for CSI students to help pay for his salary increase.
CSI & CUNY STUDENTS
STARTING TUITION: FREE (Even during the Great Depression!)
2008 TUITION: $4,000 (Undergraduate Tuition)
2009 TUITION: $4,600 (Undergraduate Tuition)
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S U B M I T ,  o r  D I E .

G e t  P u b l i s h e d  i n  T h i r d  R a i l  M a g a z i n e !

S U B M I T  Y O U R :

P O E T R Y  m  P H O T O G R A P H Y  S  A R T  S  F I C T I O N  

m  P R O S E  m  P O L I T I C A L  D I S C O U R S E  

a s  P H I L O S O P H I C A L  T R E A T I S E  

C U L T U R A L  C R I T I C I S M

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  u s  a t  7 1 8 - 9 8 2 - 3 1 0 5  

o r  s u b m i t  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y s :

S N A IL  M A IL :  
T h i r d  R a i l  M a g a z in e  

c / o  C o lle g e  o f  S ta te n  Is la n d  

2 8 0 0  V i c t o r y  B lv d ,  i C - 2 0 7  
S t a t e n  I s la n d ,  N Y  1 0 3 1 4

E - M A IL :

r n a i l @ T T i i i r d R a i l M a g . c o i n

O N  T H E  W E B : 

w w w . T h i r d R a i l M a g . c o m

r iR O P  O F F  

I N  P E R S O N : 
R o o m  2 3 1  i n  t h e  C a m p u s  

C e n t e r  o r  i n  o u r  m a i l b o x  

l o c a t e d  i n  R o o m  i C - 2 0 7  
( S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  

O f f i c e )
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B r in g  th e  D e p re s s io n

Bring the Depression from Days of Old That stripped off our clothes and robbed us of Gold That took our cars and made us walk on our feet That shuttered our homes and kicked us out on thestreet
Bring the Depression the traded a suit For an issue of rags and raggedy boots That traded a steak for a bowl of hot mush And a marble bathroom for a Central Park bush

Bring the Depression that made us cling to each other That traded strangers for sisters and brothers That stole all our goods and gathered our greed And planted instead compassion's seed
Bring the Depression that opens our eyes To our judgment and hatred and all of our lies That strips us down naked to see who we are Without the distraction of money and cars

Bring the Depression till the war is won Till we learn to be thankful for a soft ray of sun Till we all learn the hardship of being in need And we never revert to our old selfish greed
‘ssion th a t makes me see 

That another person is the  same as me 

The only d ifference is the  m oney we make 
And th a t never m atters at the  end o f the day

Bring the Depression th a t starts in our Soul 

And builds like a fire, infecting the whole 
Bring'the Depfession th a t makes us all see 

Ife a t our lives are all worth less w hile  our bro ther's in

by Ja m e s  Larsen
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T h e  m o r n in g  o f  S e p t e m b e r  t h e  11 th  2 0 0 1  w a s . . .  w e l l  t h e  w o r d  t e r r ib le  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  

b e g in  to  d e s c r ib e  t h a t  d a y .  B u t i t  is im p o r t a n t  t o  n o t  b e  c o n s u m e d  b y  a n g e r  b u t  t o  s e e  l | o w ; 

“ w e ”  g o t  to  t h a t  d a y ,  O s a m a  B in  L a d e n ,  A l  Q a e d a ,  M u l la h  O m a r  a n d  t h e  T o t tb a n  d id n ’t  

s p r in g  f o r w a r d  in t o  th is  w o r ld  f u l ly  f o r m e d  f r o m  n o w h e r e ,  l i k e  A p h r o d i t e  f r t o  t h e  f o r e h e a d  o f  

Z e u s . W e  s e e  t h a t  th e s e  m o v e m e n t s ,  A l  Q a e d a  a n d  t h e  T a l ib a n  w e r e  a b l e  t o  f lo u r is h  rn  p a r t  

b e c a u s e  o f  p o l ic ie s ,  o r  l a c k  t h e r e o f  in  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  P a k is ta n ,  S a u d i  

A r a b ia  a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  “ R e p u b l ic s ” . W e  w i l l  a ls o  s e e  t j o w  f u r t h e r  p o f i c ^  fa t lu f e s  f o l l o w 

in g  t h e  a t t a c k s  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 1 th  h a v e  e v e n  b e e n  d e t r im e n t a l  t o  t h e  U .S ,’s f o r m e r  “ W a r  o n  

T e r r o r ”  a n d  g lo b a l  s e c u r i t y  in  g e n e r a l .  I t  Is I m p o r t a n t  f o r  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  th e s e  fa i lu r e s ,  h o w  

t h e y  c a m e  a b o u t ,  a n d  h o w  w e  m a y  b e  a b le  t o  a v o id  t h e  m is t a k e s  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  t h a t  a s  w i l l  b e  

s h o w n  w e r e  c o m m i t t e d  in  A f g h a n is t a n  o n c e  a g a in  f o l lo w in g  t h e  U .S. in v a s io n ,  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  

T a l ib a n  a n d  t h e  h u n t  o f  A l  Q a e d a  a n d  O s a m a  B in  L a d e n .

■ I l l *

F irs t, le t  u s  c o n s id e r  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  a n d  Its  a c t io n s  f o l lo w in g  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  S o v ie t  

U n io n  in  1 9 9 1 . It h a s  b e c o m e  a  w e l l - k n o w n  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e  A g e n c y  ( t h e  

C . I .A . )  h e lp e d  f u n d  th e  A f g h a n  M u ja h id e e n  f o l lo w in g  t h e  1 9 7 9  S o v ie t  in v a s io n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

T h e  M u ja h id e e n  r e c e iv e d  th e s e  w e a p o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a k is ta n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  $ e tv ic e ,  I h e  In -  

t e r s e r v ic e s  I n t e l l i g e n c e  ( t h e  I.S .I) , w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  t h e  s ta r t  o f  P a k is ta n ’ s f u n d jn g  a n d  t r a in in g  

o f  A f g h a n is t a n ’s “ H o ly  W a r r io r s ”  f r o m  t h e n  t o  w e l l  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n ts  o f  9 / 1 1 ’ i  t h a t , w i l l  b e  e x -  

p la in e d  f u r t h e r  in  t h e  p a p e r ;  f o l lo w in g  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  S o v ie ts ,  a n d  th e n  t h e ; b r e a k  u p  o f  t h e
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S o v ie t  U n io n  in  t h e  e a r ly  9 0 s , h a s  le d  t o  t h e  a c c u s a t io n  t h a t  t h e  U.S. a b a n d o n e d  t h e  A f g h a n s  

o n c e  t h e y  h a d  b e c o m e  “ S t r a t e g ic a l ly  O b s o le t e . ”  T h e  l a c k  o f  U.S. a s s is ta n c e  in  t h e  r e g io n  

c a n  b e  a n  a t t r ib u t e d  f a c t o r  in  t h e  “ W a r lo r d is m ”  t h a t  w o u ld  d o m in a t e  A f g h a n is t a n ,  s a d ly  

s t r e t c h in g  ju s t  a b o u t  t o  th is  d a y .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  in  t h e  e a r ly  9 0 s  w e  h a d  t h e  b ir th  o f  A l  Q a e 

d a  (T h e  B a s e )  le d  b y  O s a m a  B ln  L a d e n  a s  w e l l  a s  A b d u l la h  Y u s u f A z z a m ,  w h o  h a d  t a k e n  p a r t  

o n  t h e  A f g h a n  J ih a d .  A z z a m  h a d  b e e r i  B in  L a d e n ’s t e a c h e r  a n d  h a d  h e lp e d  r a d ic a l i z e  h im ,  

h e  c o f o u n d e d  A l Q a e d a  a n d  in  1 9 8 9 , a  b o m b  k i l le d  h im ,  t h o s e  w h o  c o m m i t t e d  t h e  a t t a c k  

a r e  u n k n o w n ^ .  F o l lo w in g  t h e  S a u d i ’s r e je c t io n  o f  h e lp  f r o m  h is  M u ja h id e e n  in  t h e  f ir s t  G u l f  

W a r ,  a n d  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  h a t r e d  a n d  w a r  a g a in s t  t h e  W e s t  a n d  t h e  S a u d i  g o v e r n m e n t .  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 9 0 s , A l  Q a e d a  h a d  a t t a c k e d  A m e r ic a n  t a r g e t s ,  t h e  U.S.S. C o le  in  2 0 0 0 , t h e  

U.S, E m b a s s y  b o m b in g s  in  1 9 9 8 , p o s s ib ly  b o m b in g s  o f  t h e  S a u d i  K h o b a r  T o w e rs  in  1 9 9 6 . A l 

Q a e d a  w a s  c le a r l y  a  t h r e a t ,  b e s id e s  th e s e  a t t a c k s ;  t h e r e  w e r e  a ls o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  h ig h  p r o f i le  

*  *^ * "p lo ts  t h a t  w e r e  f o i le d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  n o t a b le  b e in g  t h e  M i l le n n iu m  p lo t ,  w h e n  A h m e d  R e s - 

sam ^ w a s  a r r e s t e d  a t  t h e  U S / C a n a d a  b o r d e r  s m u g g l in g  e x p lo s iv e s  In to  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  a t t a c k  

■; * t  Los A n g e le s  I n t e r n a t io n a l  A i r p o r t  ( L A X ) ^  •  . .» m •

T h e  m a jo r  f a i l in g  o f  t h e  C l in to n  a d m in is t r a t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f ir s t  o f  t h e  B u s h  a d m in is -  

t r a t io n  w a s  t h e  f a i lu r e  t o  t a k e  A l Q a e d a  s e r io u s ly  a n d  t h e  in a b i l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n iz a t io n s  

w i th  in  t h e  U.S. g o v e r n m e n t  t o  d e a l  w i th  th is  t h r e a t .  T h is  Is I l lu s t r a te d  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  in  t h e  J* 

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  1 9 9 8  E a s t A f r ic a  E m b a s s y  b o m b in g s .  A t  t h e  t im e  in  1 9 9 8  P r e s id e n t  B ill C l ln -  

to n  w a s ^ o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  M o n ic a  L e w in s k y  s c a n d a l ,  a t  t h e  s a r h e  t im e  t h e  m o v ie  IVag r/7e 

Dog f̂3L% p o p u la r ,  t h e  m o v ie  w a s  a b o u t  a n  u n p o p u la r  p r e s id e n t  w h o  f a k e d  a  c r is is  in  o r d e r  ; 

t o  a v o id  c r i t ic is m .  S o  f o l lo w in g  t h e  e m b a s s y  b o m b in g s  a n d  t h e  U .S .’s r e t a l ia t io n  b o m b in g s  o f  

c h e m ic a l  p la n t s  in  t h e  S u d a n  a n d  A l Q a e d a  t r a in in g  c a m p s  in  A f g h a n is t a n  w e r e  v ie w e d  a s
.  .  I. . . . . .

s u c h  a  s c h e m e !  T h is  is fu r t h e r  e x p a n d e d  o n  b y  s t a t e m e n t  m a d e  b y  M u l la h  O m a r  f o l lo w in g

s a id  t h a t  t h e  p la n  w a s  t h e  “ b e s t  p la n  w e  a r e  g o in g  t o  c o m e  u p  w i t h  t o  c a p t u r e  B in  L a d in  [s ic ]  

w h i le  h e  is  in  A f g h a n is t a n  a n d  b r in g  h im  t o  j u s t i c e ” !  T h is  p r o b le m  w a s  o n ly  e x a c e r b a t e d  In  

2 0 0 0  w i th  t h e  b o m b in g  o f  t h e  C o le  w h e n  t h e  U.S. f a i le d  t o  r e s p o n d  in  a n y  m a t t e r  s e n d in g  t h e  

m e s s a g e  t h a t  w e  w o u ld  a l l o w  p e o p l e  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  a n d  g e t  a  m in im a l  t o  n o  r e 

s p o n s e .  T h e re  w e r e  p r o p o s e d  a c t i o n s  t o  b e  t a k e n ,  f u r t h e r  w a r n in g s  t o  t h e  T a l ib a n  t o  h a n d  B in  

L a d e n  o v e r ,  ju s t  a s  w a s  d o n e  in  1 9 9 8  a n d  1 9 9 9 !  T h e re  w e r e  p la n s  f o r  a  s t r o n g e r  r e s p o n s e ,  a  

“ p h a s e d  c a m p a i g n ”  t h a t  w o u ld  a t t a c k  t h e  T a l ib a n  a s  w e l l  a s  A l  Q a e d a .  B u t b e f o r e  h e  w o u ld  

in i t ia t e  s u c h  a  p la n  P r e s id e n t  C l in t o n  w a n t e d  t h e  C IA  o r  t h e  FBI t o  b e  a s  p o s i t iv e  a s  p o s s ib le  

t h a t  A l  Q a e d a  w a s  b e h in d  t h o s e  a t t a c k s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  “ b e  w i l l in g  t o  s ta n d  u p  in  p u b l i c  

a n d  s a y ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  [B ln  L a d in ]  d id  th is ” ®. B u t o n  D e c e m b e r  2 1 s t  2 0 0 0 ,  t h e  C I A  m a d e  

a n o t h e r  p r e s e n t a t io n  o n  t h e  S m a ll  G r o u p ;  w h ic h  w a s  m a d e  u p  o f  p r in c ip a ls  a t  t h e  C IA  w h o  

w e r e  c l e a r e d  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  o n ly  t h e  m o s t  s e n s i t iv e  is s u e s  c o n c e r n in g  in v e s t ig a t io n s  a n d  

c o u n t e r t e r r o r is t  a c t i v i t y  a g a in s t  B ln  L a d e n  a n d  A l  Q a e d a !  t h e  p r e s e n t a t io n  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t
At M W

t h e i r  in i t ia l  j u d g m e n t  w a s  c o r r e c t  in  t h a t  A l  Q a e d a  h e lp e d  s u p p o r t  t h e  a t t a c k  b u t  t h e r e  h a d  

b e e n  “ n o  d e f in i t iv e  a n s w e r  o n  t h e  c r u c i a l  q u e s t io n  o f  o u ts id e  d i r e c t io n  o f  t h e  a t t a c k -  h o w  

a n d  b y  w h o m ” ’ !  P r e s id e n t  C l in to n  t o ld  t h e  9 /1 1  C o m m is s io n  t h a t  th is  w a s  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  n o
M  Mi l  - * , , 1  , ,

t o  t a k e  A l Q a e d a  s e r io u s ly  a n d  t h e  in a b i l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n iz a t io n s  •  •  a c t io n s  w e r e  t a k e n  a g a in s t  A l  Q a e d a  a n d  n o t  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  2 0 0 0  e le c t i o n .  T h e  /fe p o rf .

m e n t  t o  d e a l  w i th  th is  t h r e a t .  T h is  is  I l lu s t r a te d  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  in  t h e  «• •  ! , *  J s ta te s ,  “ H e  [P r e s id e n t  C l in to n ]  d id  n o t  t h in k  i t  w o u ld  b e  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a  p r e s id e n t  t o  la u n c h
' * 1 , * ■ . . . * mr• M. A f  • ___ ^ _1^_____ . I_____1^*______A X XI__xs_____ *_  ̂AAA A2II ^12^ * * i i i^ ^  ^   ̂r%r ii ” 11 ^  **

t h e  c r u is e  m is s i le  s t r ik e s ,  “ If t h e  a t t a c k  o n  A f g h a n is t a n  is C l in to n 's  p e r s o n a l  d e c is io n ,  t h e n  h e  

h a s  d o n e  i t  t o  d iv e r t  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  th e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p l e ’s a t t e n t io n  f r o m  t h a t  s h a m e f u l  W h ite *
I I ■  M» • ~ ft t  • « , * -I » - ' ! ! i I i

H o u s e  a f f a i r  t h a t  h a s  p r o v e d  C l in to n  is a  l ia r  a n d  a  m a n  d e v o id  o f  d e c e n c y  a n d  h o n o u r ” ^.

^  T h e re  w e r e  a ls o  p la n s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  t h e  C . I .A  t o  c a p t u r e  B in  L a d e n  s in c e  t h e  T a l ib a n  h a d  • ^  J 

, b e e n  u n c o o p e r a t iv e  in  h a n d in g  h im  o v e r .  B u t t h e  s e n io r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  D i r e c t o r  T e n e t  

d id  n o t  b e l ie v e  t h e  p la n  t o  b e  v ia b le  a n d  t h a t  i t  h a d  t o o  m a n y  r is k s , m e a n w h i le  t h e  w o r k -  »**
, , n § - i “> # » a » • w«*,« m m ^

in g  le v e l  o p e r a t iv e s  w e r e  d is a p p o in t e d ,  G a r y  S c h r o e n ,  t h e  C IA  s ta t io n  c h ie f  in  I s la m a b a d

I tm n *  » »l , ■ -I ' • . t l  ' • *
------------------------------------   i -^ --------------- ' m  '.m— ■> ---------------- *-------- '

• •  •’ r i .  -  *  -
3 Ahmed Rashid, D e c e n t/n to  C /ia o f: T h e  U .S . A n d T /ie  D is a s te r /n  P a k /s ta /i, A ^ g /ja n is ta n fA n d C e n tra /A s /a . Viking Penguin

Books, New York 2009. * * ' ^

- Ernest R. May T /ie  9 /// C o m m /s s /o n /R e p o rt IV /t/jR e /a te d D o c u /n e n ts . Be*dford/ ST. Martin’s Boston 2007, 27.

—  ̂Ahmend Rashid, T a //b a n : J W ///ta n t/s /a w , O //a n d F u n d a /n e n ta //s n } /n  C e n tra /A s /a . Yale Nota Bene, New Haven 2001, 75.
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• f f t f  •  a n  in v a s io n  o f  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y  ju s t  b a s e d  o n  a  ‘ p r e l im in a r y  j u d g m e n t ’ ” " .  "

* ' A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  t h a t  t h e  U.S. w a s  a t t e m p t in g  t o  c u t  a  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  T a l ib a n ,  t h a t  h a d  « •

; '  t a k e n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s o u th e r n  h a l f  o f  A f g h a n is t a n  in  1 9 9 6 , t o  h a v e  a n  o i l  p ip e l i n e  s t r e t c h in g
^  - « •  « »  I t

• f o r  1 ,0 5 0  m ile s  f r o m  C h a r d z h o u  In  T u r k m e n is t a n  t o  a n  o i l  t e r m in a l  o n  P a k is ta n ’s c o a s f !  B u t .
•  ■ ♦ -j# ■ > * * - . * *  «

t h e  T a l ib a n  w e r e n ’t  e a s i ly  p e r s u a d e d  o r  t a l k e d t a l k e d  t o  e s p e c ia l l y  t o  W e s te r n e r s  w h o m  t h e y .  -
. •• t i  • * «• ■ - m * at . *' - * ••

•  * v i e w e d  a s  w a g in g  a  w a r  o n  I s la m ’ ! ”  T h is  a t t e m p t  a t  p u n is h in g  t h e m  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  ^

g,, w o o in g  t h e m  t o  a l l o w  t h e  U.S. o i l  c o m p a n y  U n o c a l  t o  b u i ld  t h e  p ip e l i n e  o n ly  p u t  u s  in  a  w e a k  

* p o s i t io n  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  T a l ib a n .  N o t  t h a t  a n y  a r n o u n t  o f  W e s te r n  in f iu e n c e  w o u ld  » -
.« mm « *

' h a v e  c h a n g e d  a n y  o f  t h e  p o l i c ie s  o f  t h e  T a l ib a n ,  s in c e  t h e i r  e n t r e n c h e d  W a h a b b i  b e l ie f s  -  •

1 -  u  m ix e d  w i th  t h e i r  o w n  in t e r p r e t a t io n s  o f  t h e  D e o b a n d i  s c h o o l  o f  S u n n i I s la m ic  t h o u g h t  h e lp e d  • •  • •  
■  ^ , -  - » ^  

m i s o la t e  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  o u t s id e  w o r ld .  T h is  e x t r e m e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e ir s  w a s  o n ly  d e e p e n e d  a s  « •  .
- ip <  ̂ ii * I

« t h e i r  r e la t io n  w i th  O s a m a  B in  L a d e n  a n d  A l  Q a e d a  m o v e d  c lo s e r  t o g e t h e r ,  e s p e c ia l l y  s ta r t in g

, ,5 in  1 9 9 8  w i t h  B in  L a d e n ’s d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  j i h a d ’ ^. O w in g  t o  t h e s e  s ta te  a f fa ir s  a n d  t h e  m in d s e t  •

 -------------------!------------------------------ ■  t n t ------------------------  1-5-------------------------^ -----
' ». n '’ Ahmed Rashid, D e c e n t/n to  C /ia o s : T /ie  U .S . A n d  W /î B /s a s te r/n P a /c /$ ta n , A /g /ia n /s ta n A n d C e n h a /A s /a . Viking Penguin ai m

. f i ,Books,»New York 2009. ^  ̂ . *«»»» ‘ t  *  ’ t ‘  ̂ ----------
" Ernest R. May T /ie 9 //C o w n i/s s /o n R e p o rt W /t/iR e ^ t̂ D o c u m e n ts . Bedford/ SI.M artin’s Boston 2007, 27. ''•***

'  ___________ .'Ibid, 106. • • * ■ '
‘'jb id ,8 i. -• i  ,  ̂ ......... •

u .!  * » *-» Ahmend T a /ĵ a m ^ ///ta n tIs /a n î b //̂ d F u n d a m e n ta //s n iIn  C e n tra /A s /a . Yale Nota Bene, New Haven 2001. 75.
1 .  ,  ,  • . * # . .  . . .  _  —  ^

Ahmed Rashid, T a //b a n . M ///ta n t/s /a n i, O //a n d F u n d a n ie n ta //s m  /n  C e n tra /A s /a . Yale Nota Bene, New Haven 2001, 160.
" Ibid. 64.
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a n d  th e  s id e l in in g  o f  a n y  m o d e r a t e s  w i t t i  in  t h e  T a l ib a n  b y  M u l la h  O m a r , ’  ̂ c o u ld  n o t  g o  f o r 

w a r d .  A  p r im e  e x a m p le  o f  th is  is w h e n  U.S. e n v o y  B ill R ic h a r d s o n  v is i te d  K a b u l  in  A p r i l  o f  1 9 9 8  

in  o r d e r  to  r e a c h  a n  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  T a l ib a n  w o u ld  s to p  a b u s in g  e t h n ic  m in o r i t ie s ,  w h ic h  

th e  m o d e r a t e  M u l la h  R a b b a n i  h e a d  o f  th e  K a b u l  S h u ra  ( g o v e r n in g  c o u n c i l )  a g r e e d  to .  O n ly  

to  h a v e  M u l la h  O m a r  r e je c t  i t  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  a n d  h a v in g  R a b b a n i  g o  o n  o n e  o f  h is  p e r io d ic  

lo n g  le a v e s ,  w h ic h  le a d  to  r u m o r s  t h a t  h e  w a s  u n d e r  a r re s t^ ^

T h e n  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p r o b le m s  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  R e p u b l ic s  h a v e  e x p e r i 

e n c e d  s in c e  t h e  c o l la p s e  o f  t h e  S o v ie t  U n io n .  C u r r e n t ly  a l l  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  R e p u b l ic s ,  

w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  T a j ik is ta n  w h ic h  h a d  a  p o w e r  s h a r in g  g o v e r n m e n t  f o l lo w in g  th e i r  c iv i l  

w a r  in  th e  m id  t o  la t e  9 0 s , a l l  s t ill le d  b y  t h e  f o r m e r  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  le a d e r s  o f  th e i r  r e s p e c 

t iv e  r e p u b l ic .  F o r e x a m p le  In  U z b e k is ta n ,  t h e  U z b e k  P r e s id e n t  Is la m  K a r im o v ,  w h o  w a s  th e  

f o r m e r  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  s t r o n g m a n  a n d  h a s  b e e n  P r e s id e n t  s in c e  1 9 9 1 , h a s  le d  a m o n g  th e  

h a r s h e s t  c r a c k d o w n s ,  o n  a l l  s h o w in g s  o f  t h e  M u s l im  fa i th .  K a r im o v  h a s  s e t  u p  o n e  o f  th e  

m o s t  r e p r e s s iv e  r e g im e s  in  t h e  r e g io n ,  w h e r e  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  m in o r  r e l ig io u s  M u s l im s  a r e  o p 

p r e s s e d .  E v e n  h ig h  p r o f i le ,  l e a d in g  Is la m a c is t s  in  U z b e k is ta n  h a d  “ d is a p p e a r e d ” , s o m e  n o 

t a b le  e x a m p le s  in c lu d e s  O d b id k h o n  N a z a r o v ,  th e  im a m  o f  a  m o s q u e  In  T a s h k e n t  a lo n g  w i th  

h is  1 3  y e a r  o ld  s o n  in  M a r c h  o f  1 9 9 8 , t h e  c h ie f  p r a y e r  l e a d e r  in  A n d i ja n ,  S h e ik h  A b d u v o l i  

M ir z o e v  a n d  o n e  o f  h is  a s s is ta n ts  In  A u g u s t  o f  1 995^\ U z b e k is ta n ’s a l r e a d y  h a rs h  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

its  r e l ig io u s  p o p u la t io n  w a s  o n ly  w o r s e n e d  f o l lo w in g  t h e  b e h e a d in g  o f  a n  U z b e k  a r m y  c a p 

t a in  In  D e c e m b e r  o f  1 9 9 7 , w h a t  f o l lo w e d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  h a r s h e s t  c r a c k d o w n s  o n  M u s l im s  in  

f h e  n a t io n ,  w h ic h  le d  t o  a  n o w  In fa m o u s  r e m a r k  c o n c e r n in g  t o u g h e r  s t a n c e s  a g a in s t  te r r o r is ts  

_  “ S u c h  p e o p le  m u s t  b e  s h o t  in  t h e  h e a d .  If  n e c e s s a r y  I w i l l  s h o o t  t h e m  m y s e l f ” ^®. N o w  s u c h  a  

: v i d e n t j F q c t l o n  v /6 olctJ:?e^^n^^ t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p ^ e o p le  in  th is  c o u n t r y  w h o  e x -

p f r ^ i e d  o p in id r ^ 's lr h i lc iF  t o  th is ,  b u t  In  U z b e k is ta n  a n y b i t e  t h a t  d is a g r e e s  w i t h  K a r im o v  a n d  h is  

'  ” o p p i^ s s lv e  g c K ^ m m e n f la i f e  la b e le < d  te r r o r is ts  r e g a r d le s s  If t h e y  a r e  o r  n o t ! ’ .

:  V " . T f i i j ^ x f r e m e 'b p p r e s s iv ^ n e s s  o f  U z £ M k ls ta r i is d i r e c t l y  r e la t e d  o f  a n  Is -
•.   ..................

;^ ’̂ ^  lq n f i lc  e x t r e m is t  g r o u p  k n o w n r d s  t [ ^  IslanrvlQ  M o v e m e n t  o f  U z b e k is ta n  ( IM U ) i  In  A u g u s t  o f  1 9 9 9

d n B 'h ls  g o v e r n m e n t  i t  s ta te s :t h e  IM U  Is s u e d  a  c p i i
-

a in M K a r im

.■a.

Th is  d e c la r a t i o n  c o m e s  a f t e r  a g r e e m e n t  b y  t h e  m a jo r  u le m a  a n d  t h e  L e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  

I s la m ic  M o v e m e n t .

Th is  a g r e e m e n t  c o m e s  b a s e d  o n  c l e a r  e v id e n c e  o n  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  J ih a d  a g a in s t  t h e  

r a ^ a g /je e f  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  l i b e r a t e  t h e  la n d  a n d  t h e  p e o p le . . . .

A ls o  a m o n g  t h e  g o a ls  o f  t h e  d e c la r a t i o n  o f  J ih a d  is:

“ T h e  d e f e n s e  o f  o u r  r e l ig io n  o f  Is la m  in  o u r  la n d  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  o p p o s e  Is la m .  

T h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  M u s l im s  in  o u r  la n d  f r o m  th o s e  w h o  h u m i l ia t e  t h e m  a n d  s p il l  

t h e i r  b lo o d .

T h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  s c h o la r s  a n d  M u s l im  y o u t h  w h o  a r e  b e in g  a s s a s s in a te d ,  

im p r is o n e d ,  a n d  t o r t u r e d  in  e x t r e m e  m a n n e r s -  w i th  n o  r ig h ts  g iv e n  t h e m  a t  a l l ’’^®.

W e  h a v e  h e r e  a n  I s la m ic  g r o u p ,  w h o  a m o n g  th e  g o a ls  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  C a l i p h a t e  a n d  

o t h e r  g o a ls  t h a t  a s  s e e n  t h e  r e a s o n in g  b e h in d  it. K a r im o v  t h r o u g h  h is  o p p r e s s iv e  p o l ic ie s  

in s t e a d  o f  p a c i f y in g  t h e  p o p u l a c e ,  in s t e a d  d r iv e  t h e m  in t o  t h e  a r m s  o f  e x t r e m is t  g r o u p s  l ik e  

t h e  E v e n  w o r s e  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  t h e  U.S. h a s  a l l i e d  i ts e l f  w i th  th e s e  r e g im e s  a n d  h a s  a ls o ^

m a d e  t h e m  t a r g e t  t h e  U.S. M e a n w h i le  t h e  IM U ’s le a d e r s h ip  s o u g h t  p r o t e c t io n  a n d  b a s e s  In  

A f g h a n is t a n ,  w h ic h  b r o u g h t  t h e  IM U ’s le a d e r s h ip  in t o  t h e  s q jn e  c i r c le s  o f  M u l la h  O m a r  o f  t h e  

T a l ib a n  a n d  O s a m a  B in  L a d e n ^ ^ .

A d d in g  m o r e  f u e l  t o  t h e  f i r e  o f  in s t a b i l i t y  t h a t  A f g h a n is t a n  a n d  C e n t r a l  A s ia  h a v e  b e 

c o m e  is P a k is ta n  a n d  t h e  ISI. P a k is ta n  h a s  lo n g  s u p p o r t e d  te r r o r is t  g r o u p s  b y  t r a in in g  t h e m  

t o  f i g h t  in  I n d ia n  K a s h m ir ,  a n d  o f  t h e  T a l ib a n .  P a k is ta n  a n d  t h e  ISI h a d  lo n g  b e e n  s u p p o r t 

e rs  o f  t h e  T a l ib a n ,  p r o v id in g  m o n e t a r y  s u p p o r t  f r o m  I ts e l f  a s  w e l l  a s  S a u d i  A r a b ia  a n d  t h e  

U n i te d  A r a b  E m lra te s ^ ^  a n d  m i l i t a r i ly ,  b y  p r o v id in g  t r a in e r s  w h o  w o u ld  a ls o  t r a in  A l  Q a e d q  * 

o p e r a t iv e s '^ .  T h e s e  w e r e  a l l  t h in g s  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  k n e w  b e c a u s e  In  1 9 9 3 ^ P re s ld e n t  C l in 

t o n  p l a c e d  P a k is ta n  o n  t h e  l is t  o f^ S tq te  s p o n s o r s  o f  te r r o r is m ,  o w in g  t o  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t e r r o r is t  

s u p p o r te r s  Ir j I n d ia n  K a sh m ir^® . T h e  s u p p o r t  o f  te r r o r is m  w a s  d  k e y  f a c t o r  in  P a k is ta n ’ s f o r e ig n  

p o l i c y  e s p e c ia l l y  in  r e g a r d  t o  I n d ia .  P a k is tq n ’s s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  T a l ib a n ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e m  A l

r  Q a ^ d a  g r e w  f u r t h e r , f p j jo w ln g  t h e  1 9 9 9  c o u p  t h a t  b r o u g h t  P e r v e z  M u s h a r r a f  t o  p o w e r ^ ^ ,  

a r r a f  w a s ^ a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  IS I’s u ^ e  g f  te r r o r is t  g r o u p s /  e s p e c k i l l y  c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  in  1 ? 9 9  ,

H ^ a rd k a tu l I s la m ly y a h  ( I s la m ic  M o v e m e fh t )  o f  U z b e k i-  M u s h w ^ a h d  s e ^ ^ r q L o t h e r  g e n e r a ls  lq y a < J ,e | !J n d iq n  K a s h m ir iO r Q u n d  t h e  K a r g l l

d m m a d  T d h ife j| [ r^ j^ ^ ^ " f r^ ^ ^ ^  t h e  s ta r t  o f  t h e  J ih a d  a g a in s t  t h e  t y r a n n ic a l  , , i * ^ K r i p w m g  th e s e . f a g t s  i h ^  f e .  | t l l j  P t p  . ...............

:: ^ ^ ^ o v e rn m ^ n tJ o X ^ U z b e k is ta n  a n S ^ f i f ^ p u j j p ^ t l s l a m  K a r im o v  a n d  h is  h e n c h m e n .  T h e  le a d e r s h ip  ‘*W q r  o n i T ^ g g ^ f q l l d w l n g  t h e  9/11 at^^^

^ ^ o tth e  lsj|imi^^ovemenfcorfff^^Se^following. pojnh }n thie declaratjpn:  ̂ ~

In  u s in g  P a k is ta n  a n d  A A u s h a ^ q f  d f  k e y  a l l ie s  In i t

led
^  ‘*Ib id, 146 

‘Mbid, 150.-

n e  1 ,  * w w w ,T H lR D R A IL M A G

Rashid, J/Jiad: TheJlise o f MilitantIsJam In CentmJAs/a. Penguin, New York, 2003,145.
6.  ̂  ̂ ^^ . A <Xt

if

, ^  Ibid, 247.
Ibid, 155.

' 22 Ibid, 148.
Ahmed Rashid, Decent Into CAaos, 14. 
Ibid, 16.
Ibid, 41.
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T w o  o f  t h e  b ig g e s t  m is ta k e s  m a d e  b y  t h e  U.S. f o l lo w in g  t h e  9 /1 1  a t t a c k s  a n d  t h e  i n v a 

s io n  o f  A f g h a n is t a n ,  w e r e  th e  s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f  a c t u a l  U.S. t r o o p s  “ o n  th e  g r o u n d ”  in  A f g h a n i 

s ta n  a n d  s e c o n d ly  th e  U .S .’s c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  P a k is ta n  w i th  o u t  r e q u i r in g  a n y  a c t u a l  

c h a n g e s  in  th e  w a y  M u s h a r r a f  w o r k e d .  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  g la r in g  e x a m p le s  o f  h o w  s o m e  o f  o u r  

p o l i c y  p o s t  9 /1 1  w a s  h u r t in g  o u r  a b i l i t y  to  c o m b a t  te r r o r is m  w a s  a n  e v e n t  t h a t  a  U.S. s p e c ia l  

f o r c e s  s o ld ie r  d u b b e d  “ O p e r a t io n  E vil A i r l i f t ” . N o r th e r n  A l l i a n c e  ( N A )  f o r c e s  s u r r o u n d e d  a n  

e s t im a t e d  5 ,0 0 0 - 7 ,0 0 0  T a l ib a n  t r o o p s  a r o u n d  th e  c i t y  o f  K u n d u z ;  a m o n g  t h e  T a l ib a n  a n d  A l

Q a e d a  fo r c e s  w e r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  t r a in e r s  f r o m  t h e  ISI a n d  t h e  F ro n 

t ie r  C o r p s ^ ^  w h o  h a d  ig n o r e d  t h e  c a l l  t o  r e tu r n  t o  P a k is ta n  b e f o r e  

th e  US in v a s io n .  M u s h a r r a f  c a l l e d  P r e s id e n t  B u s h  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  

t h a t  h e  s u s p e n d  U.S. b o m b in g  ru n s  in  o r d e r  to  c r e a t e  a n  a ir  c o r 

r id o r  s o  t h a t  P a k is ta n  c o u ld  f e r r y  o u t  its  p e r s o n n e l .  P r e s id e n t  B u sh  

a n d  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  C h e n e y  a g r e e d ,  a n d  t h e  o p e r a t io n  w a s  m a d e  

t o p  s e c r e t .  A r o u n d  N o v e m b e r  1 5 th  2 0 0 1 , N A  c o m m a n d e r s  a r o u n d  

K u n d u z  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  P a k is ta n i  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  f l y in g  in to  t h e  c i t y  

o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s e v e r a l  n ig h ts ,  a n  e s t im a t e d  1 ,0 0 0  p e o p le ,  ISI 

t r a in e r s .  F ro n t ie r  C o r p s  t r o o p s  a s  w e l l  a s  h ig h  r a n k in g  A l Q a e d a  

a n d  T a l ib a n  o f f ic ia ls  w e r e  r e m o v e d  t o  P a k is ta n .  W h e n  t h e  g a r r i 

s o n  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  N A  f o r c e s  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 4 th  o n ly  3 ,3 0 0  T a l ib a n  

c a m e  o u t .  O n e  P a k is ta n i  r e t i r e d  a r m y  o f f i c e r  d u b b e d  i t  “ T h e  G r e a t

E s c a p e ” ^^

It is f r o m  th e s e  e s c a p e d  m e n  t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  m a jo r  p r o b le m s  t h a t  a r o s e  d u r in g  t h e  re s t  o f  

t h e  l ib e r a t io n  o f  A f g h a n is ta n  w o u ld  c o m e  f r o m ;  i t  is b e l ie v e d  t h a t  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  f o r 

e ig n  f ig h te r s  t h a t  e s c a p e d  K u n d u z  w o u ld  la t e r  g o  o n  t o  f ig h t  in  T o ra  Bora^®. T h is  w a s  a n  e v e n t  

t h a t  w a s  a v o id a b le ,  th e  g a r r is o n  h a d  b e e n  fe a r fu l  t h a t  if  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  b y  t h e  N A , 

t h e y  w o u ld  b e  k i l le d  a n d  t h e y  o f f e r e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  to  U.S. f o r c e s ,  t h e  U .N . o r  e v e n  t h e  I n t e r 

n a t io n a l  C o m m it t e e  o f  t h e  R e d  C ro s s  ( IC R C ) ,  b u t  G e n e r a l  T o m m y  F ra n k s  r e fu s e d  to  le t  U.S. 

t r o o p s  w a i t in g  in  U z b e k is ta n  c a p t u r e  th e m ^ ’ . T h e  f a i lu r e  to  c o m m i t  U.S. t r o o p s  to  f i g h t  w a s  a  

m is t a k e  t h a t  w e  w o u ld  m a k e  y e t  a g a in  In  T o ra  B o ra ,  w h e r e  m a n y  A l Q a e d a  f ig h te r s  a s  w e l l  

a s  O s a m a  B in  L a d e n  h im s e l f  w o u ld  e s c a p e  t h e  U.S.^°

A n o t h e r  o f  t h e  b ig g e s t  m is t a k e s  f o l lo w in g  t h e  in v a s io n  o f  A f g h a n is t a n  w a s  t h e  U .S .’s

Which is a paramilitary force employed by the Pakistani govermnent as a dual National Guard/ Police unit for the North West 
Frontier Province (NWFP).

Rashid, D e c e n t In to  C h a o s, 90-93.
Ibid, 93.
Ibid, 90-91.
Ibid, 98-99.
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Former president of Pakistan, 
Pervez Musharraf

President of Afghanistan, 
Hamid Karzai

p o l i c y  o f  s u p p o r t in g  t h e  W a r lo r d s  d u r in g  t h e  in v a s io n  to  f i g h t  t h e  T a l ib a n  a n d  A l Q a e d a ,  a n d  

a f t e r w a r d s  w h e n  t h e  in t e r im  g o v e r n m e n t  le d  b y  H a m id  K a rz a i,  w h ic h  w a s  a  m a jo r  u n d e r m in 

in g  o f  K a r z a i ’s a u t h o r i t y  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  fo r m  a  s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c a p a b l e  o f  g o v e r n 

in g  A f g h a n is t a n , ^ ’ in s t e a d  w h a t  t h e  U.S. d id  w a s  h a v e  t h e  C IA  ru n  t h e  c o u n t r y  f r o m  2 0 0 1  to  

a b o u t  2 0 0 3 , n o t  b y  b u i ld in g  a  n a t io n ,  o r  u s in g  d e m o c r a c y  b u t  b y  p a y in g  o f f  t h e  w a r lo r d s  in  

o r d e r  to  t r y  a n d  k e e p  t h e  p e a c e ,  a n d  s till u s e  t h e m  a s  p r o x ie s  t o  f i g h t  A l  Q a e d a ^ ^ .  T h e s e  w a r 

lo r d s  t h a t  m a d e  u p  th e  N o r th e r n  A l l i a n c e ,  w o u ld  b e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  m a d e  t h e i r  o w n  r u le s  fo r  

y e a r s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  b a c k i n g  b y  t h e  C IA ,  t h e y  k n e w  t h e y  w e r e  u n t o u c h a b le  b e c a u s e  t h e  

U.S. a n d  t h e  C IA  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  t h e m  a s  a  c h e a p  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  h a v in g  

m o r e  U.S. t r o o p s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  w h ic h  w o u ld  n o t  o n ly  b e  e x p e n s iv e  b u t  

t a k e  a w a y  f o r  t h e  p la n n in g  f o r  t h e  in v a s io n  o f  I r a q ^ ^  M e a n w h i le  w h i le  

t h e  K a r z a i g o v e r n m e n t ’s b u d g e t  w a s  r e l ia n t  o n  f o r e ig n  a id ,  a n d  m a n y  

M in is t r ie s  l a c k e d  b a s ic  s u p p l ie s  o r  r o o m ,  s u c h  a s  p e n s ,  p e n c i ls  o r  e v e n  

p la c e s  to  m e e t  b e c a u s e  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  l a c k e d  t h e  fu n d s  to  

s u p p ly  t h e m  a n d  g e t  a  s t a n d a r d iz e d  r e b u i ld in g  p r o g r a m  g o in g ,  th e  

w a r lo r d s  w e r e  w i t h h o ld in g  t a x e s  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  in  o r d e r  t o  e n r ic h  

t h e m s e lv e s ,  a n d  r e b u i ld  a t  t h e i r  o w n  p a c e ,  e n s u r in g  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u ld  

b e  n o  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  r e b u i ld in g  p la n s^ '^ .

In  c o n c lu s io n  w h a t  w e  s e e  is a  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  f a i lu r e  b y  th e  

U n i te d  S ta te s  in  its  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y ,  b o t h  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  9 /1 1 .  B e fo re

9 /1 1  t h e r e  w e r e  fa i lu r e s  o f  c o m m u n ic a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  th e  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  

in  t h e  U.S. o w in g  t o  a  1 9 9 5  f o r m a l  p r o c e d u r e  is s u e d  b y  t h e n  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  J a n e t  R e n o , 

w h ic h  r e g u la t e d  in  w h a t  m a n n e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in f o r m a t io n  c o u ld  b e  s h a r e d ,  th e s e  p r o c e d u r e s  

w e r e  a lm o s t  im m e d i a t e l y  m is in t e r p r e t e d  a n d  m is a p p l ie d  w h ic h  le a d  t o  a  “ w a l l ”  t h a t  i m p o r 

t a n t  in f o r m a t io n  c o u ld  n o  g e t  t o  th o s e  t h a t  n e e d e d  It^ ^  T h e re  w a s  a ls o  t h e  f a i lu r e  o f  a  s t r o n g  

r e s p o n s e  t o w a r d s  B in  L a d e n ,  a l t h o u g h  th is  is n o t  t h e  f a u l t  o f  t h e  C l in to n  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  o w 

in g  to  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t r a in t s  t h a t  h a d  m a d e  f o r e ig n  “ a d v e n t u r is m ”  u n p o p u la r  in  t h e  U.S. a t  th e  

t im e ,  t h e r e  w a s  th e  f a i lu r e  in  S o m a l ia  in  1 9 9 3  ( a  g h o s t  t h a t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  c o m e  b a c k  t o  h a u n t  

u s  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  2 V* c e n t u r y  h ig h  s e a s  p i r a c y ) ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  n o t a t io n  t h a t  t h e  

U.S. c o n t r ib u t e d  to  s u c h  o r g a n iz a t io n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  U n i te d  N a t io n s  (U N )  a n d  t h e  N o r th  A t la n t ic  

T r e a ty  O r g a n iz a t io n  ( N A T O )  w h ic h  le d  t o  r e s e n t m e n t  a n d  o n c e  a g a in  a  p e r c e i v e d  n o t io n  t h a t  

t h e  U.S. w a s  s h o u ld e r in g  u n fa i r  b u r d e n s  s u c h  a s  I l lu s t r a te d  b y  r e a c t io n s  t o w a r d s  t h e  U.S. in

3' Ibid, 129.
Ibid. 64.
Ibid, 129.
Ibid.
May, T h e  9 /J J  C o m n ijs s io n  R e p o rt, 6 9 .
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S e r b ia  a n d  t h e  f o r m e r  Y u g o s la v ia .  T i ie r e  w a s  t h e  d e g r a d in g  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  i n t e l l ig e n c e  a n d  

h o w  i t  w a s  g a t h e r e d ,  w h ic h  is m o s t  h ig h ly  s h o w n  b y  t h e  a c c id e n t a l  b o m b in g  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  

E m b a s s y  in  B e lg r a d e  d u r in g  t h e  K o s o v o  W a r  s in c e  t h e  C IA  h a d  p r o v id e d  N A T O  a ir  f o r c e s  w i th  

C o ld  W a r  e r a  m a p s  o f  B e lg r a d e ^ ^  F in a lly  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d iv is io n  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  R e 

p u b l ic a n s  in  t h e i r  “ C u l tu r e  W a r s ”  o f  t h e  9 0 s , w h ic h  h a s  b e c o m e  s y m b o l iz e d  e s p e c ia l l y  a s  t h e

c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  t h e  M o n ic a  L e w in s k y  s c a n d a l ,  w h e n  t h e  

R e p u b l ic a n s  in  C o n g r e s s  t r ie d  t o  p a in t  a n y  r e s p o n s e  t h a t  

C l in to n  c o u ld  h a v e  d o n e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  b o m b in g s  in  th e  

S u d a n  a n d  A f g h a n is t a n  a s  ju s t  p lo y s  t o  d iv e r t  t h e  a t t e n 

t io n  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le  f r o m  t h e  s c a n d a P ^  B u t w e  

c a n n o t  le t  t h e  b la m e  re s t  s o le ly  w i th  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  

t h e  p e o p le  a r e  a ls o  t o  b la m e ,  fo r  d u r in g  t h e  20 0 0  e le c t io n  

y e a r ,  A l Q a e d a  a n d  te r r o r is m  w e r e  n o t  e v e n  c o n s id e r e d

Former Attorney General m ajo f Is s u e s  t h a t  s t io u ld  h a v e  b e e n  d is c u s s e d ^ .

Janet Reno T h e re  w e r e  p o l i c y  fa i lu r e s  o f  t h e  S ta l in is t  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  R e p u b l ic s

w h ic h  t h r o u g h  th e i r  o p p r e s s iv e n e s s  o n ly  p r o v e d  t o  fu r t h e r  th e  

c a u s e  o f  te r r o r is m .  A s  s h o w n ,  t h e  p o l ic ie s  o f  Is la m  K a r im o v  i n t e n d e d  t o  b r e a k  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  

p e o p le ,  in s t e a d  t h e y  o n ly  d r o v e  t h e m  d e e p e r  In to  th e  a r m s  o f  r a d ic a l  Is la m .  E v e n  n o n v io le n t  

Is la m ic i t s  p a r t ie s  in  t h e  r e g io n  s u c h  a s  H iz b  u t -T a h ir  (H T ), w h o ’s v is io n  is u n i t in g  a l l  o f  c e n t r a l  

A s ia ,  t h e  C h in e s e  P r o v in c e  o f  X in j ia n g  a n d  e v e n t u a l ly  t h e  e n t i r e  I s la m ic  w o r ld  c o m m u n i t y  

( k n o w n  a s  t h e  u m m a )  in  o r d e r  t o  f o r m  a  n e w  c a l ip h a t e ^ ’ . A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  

r u m o r s  o f  HT’s c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  te r r o r is t  g r o u p s ,  o w in g  t o  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  s e c r e c y  n o n e  o f  

i t  c a n  b e  p r o v e n ,  a n d  its  le a d e r s h ip  h a s  b e e n  a d v e r s e  a g a in s t  th e  d r u g  s m u g g le r s  a n d  o t h e r  

c r im in a ls  t h a t  f l o c k  to  A l  Q a e d a  a n d  t h e  lAAU; b u t  o w in g  t o  t h e  r e p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  

le a d e r s  m ig h t  c h a n g e  t h a t .  In  a n  in t e r v ie w  w i th  A h m e d  R a s h id  a  m a n  id e n t i f ie d  o n ly  a s  A l l  

w a r n s  “ T h e  HT w a n ts  a  p e a c e f u l  j i h a d ,  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  s p r e a d  b y  e x p la n a t io n  a n d  c o n v e r 

s io n ,  n o t  b y  w a r .  B u t u l t im a t e ly  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  w a r  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e p r e s s io n  b y  t h e  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  

r e g im e s  is s o  s e v e r e ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  to  p r e p a r e  fo r  t h a t .  If t h e  IM U  s u d d e n ly  a p p e a r s  in  t h e  

F e r g a n a  V a l le y ,  HT a c t iv is t s  w i l l  n o t  s it  i d l y  b y  a n d  a l lo w  th e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  t o  k i l l  t h e m ” ^°. W e  

s e e  h e r e  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  t h a t  c o n t in u in g  r e p r e s s iv e  p o l ic ie s  w i l l  h a v e ,  a  fu r t h e r  d e s t a b i l i z a t io n  

o f  a  r e g io n  t h a t  w a s  b a r le y  s t a b le  t o  b e g in  w i th .

T h e n  th e r e  is P a k is ta n ,  P a k is ta n  h a s  m a d e  m a n y  e r ro rs  in  its  s u p p o r t  o f  te r r o r is ts  a s  a n  a r m  in

s o

Eric Schmitt, “T J ie  W o rld ; S m a rt B o m b s, D u m b  M a p s ”  New York Times, May 16th 1999.
May, 21, 82.
Ibid, 113.
Rashid, 115.
Ibid, 133-134.
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its  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y .  B u t t h e r e  h a s  a ls o  b e e n  t h e  s a d  f a c t  t h a t  P a k is ta n  h a s  b e e n  u n a b le  t o  r id  i t 

s e lf  o f  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  c o n s t a n t  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r f e r e n c e  in  t a k in g  o v e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  its  s u p 

p o r t  o f  te r r o r is ts  a s  a  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  t o o l  a g a in s t  I n d ia .  A d d e d  o n t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  M u s h a r r a f  

r e c e iv e d  f r o m  t h e  B u s h  W h ite  H o u s e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  w a s  c l e a r  t h a t  P a k is ta n  a n d  t h e  ISI w e r e  

s u p p o r t in g  A l Q a e d a ,  t h e  T a l ib a n  a n d  o t h e r  I s la m ic  te r r o r is t  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  F o r m e r  N a t io n a l  

S e c u r i t y  A d v is o r  C o n d o le e z z a  R ic e  w o u ld  s a y :

“ A m e r i c a ’s A l  Q a e d a  p o l i c y  w a s n ’t  w o r k in g  b e c a u s e  o u r  A f g h a n is t a n  p o l i c y  w a s n ’t  

w o r k in g .  A n d  o u t  A f g h a n is t a n  p o l i c y  w a s n ’t  w o r k in g  b e c a u s e  o u r  P a k is ta n  p o l i c y  w a s n ’t  

w o r k in g .  W e  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  A m e r i c a ’s c o u n t e r - t e r r o r is m  p o l i c y  h a d  t o  b e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  o u r  

r e g io n a l  s t r a t e g ie s  a n d  t o  o u r  o v e r a l l  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y . . .  A l  Q a e d a  w a s  b o t h  a  c l i e n t  o f  a n d  a  

p a t r o n  t o  t h e  T a l ib a n ,  w h ic h  in  tu r n  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  P a k is ta n .  T h o s e  r e la t io n s h ip s  p r o v id e d  

a l  Q a e d a  w i th  a  p o w e r f u l  u m b r e l la  o f  p r o t e c t io n ,  a n d  w e  h a d  t o  s e v e r  t h a t ” ^ \

B u t s a d ly  t h e  B u s h  a d m in is t r a t io n  n e v e r  d id  a n y t h in g  t o  e n d  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  

P a k is ta n  a n d  te r r o r is m .  I t  is t h r o u g h  th e s e  f a i lu r e s  b e f o r e  9 /1 1  t h a t  a l l o w e d  t h a t  t e r r ib le  t r a g 

e d y  t o  h a p p e n .  S a d ly  i t  is t h e  fa i lu r e s  t h a t  h a v e  c o m e  a f t e r  9 /1 1 ,  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  m a k in g  u s  

s a fe  f r o m  te r r o r is m ,  t h a t  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  la id  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s .

Rashid. Decent Into Chaos, 58
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1) M a y ,  E r n e s t  R .T /? ^  P / / /  C o m m /ss /o n /R e p o rt: l4 ^ f/7 /? e /a fB c /D o c W  

m e n fs . A /b r /d g e c f a n d  w ith  a n  /n fro a fu c f/o n  b y  E rn e s t /?. M a y  B e d f o r d /  

S t .  M a r t i n ’ s , B o s t o n  2 0 0 7 .

2 )  R a s h i d ,  A h m e d .M m ^ e n / /n /o ^  T h e U.S. A n d IT ie  D /sa s fe r /h

F a k /sfa n . A fg /ia n /s fa a  a n d C e n fr d /A s ia . P e n g u i n  B o o k s ,  N e w  Y o r k  

2 0 0 9 .  f

3  ) ------------------------------- M h a d : T h e  /? /se o f  Ai/7/fa n f  /s /a m  /n  C e n tra /A s /a . P e n 

g u i n  B o o k s ,  N e w  Y o r k  2 0 0 3 .

4  ) --------- r -   ra///:> an: A i////a n / /s/a m , O // a n d F u n d a m e n ta t/s r n /n
C e n /ra /A s /a . Y a l e  N o t a  B e n e  2 0 0 1 .
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American soldiers killed
1* '̂

If

Soldiers seriously injured:

3 1 , 3 5 4
D oes n o t in c lu d e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l im p a irm e n ts

(S ource: O p in io n  Research B usiness (ORB), an 

in d e p e n d e n t p o l l in g  a g e n c y  lo c a te d  in  L o n d o n )

Estimated Cost of War

T h a t's  7 0 0  B ILLIO N  fo r  th o s e  w h o  c a n 't c o u n t.
N o b e l e co n o m ics  la u re a te , Joseph  S t ig litz  e s tim a te s  th e  

w a r  w i l l  co s t o v e r 5 t r i l l io n  b y  its  c o n c lu s io n .

m
re

m

Private Contractors (Mercenaries) 
in Iraq working for the U.S. Army

I r a q i  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  

w h e n  c u r f e w  i s  n o t  i n  e f f e c t :

2 7 % -6 0 %

5 ^ 1

-9. . \

A

■THIRDr ?

Third Rail will be updating this page every issue 
until this cruel & illegal war is over.
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by Rudyard Kipling

IF you can keep your head when a ll about you 
Are losing theirs and blaming i t  on you,
If you can trus t yourself when a ll men doubt you 
But make allowance fo r th e ir doubting too,
If you can w a it and not be tired  by w aiting.
Or being lied about, don’t  deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’ t  give way to  hating.
And ye t don’t  look too good, nor ta lk  too wise:

If you can d ream -and  not make dreams your master,- 
If you can th ink--and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can m eet w ith  Triumph and Disaster 
And tre a t those tw o impostors ju s t the  same;
If you can bear to  hear the tru th  you’ve spoken 
Twisted by knaves to  make a trap  fo r fools.
Or watch the things you gave your life  to , broken.
And stoop and build ‘em up w ith  w orn-out tools:

If you can make one heap o f a ll your winnings 
And risk i t  a ll on one turn  o f pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and s ta rt again a t your beginnings 
And never breath a word about your loss;

If you can force  your heart and nerve and sinew 
To serve your tu rn  long a fte r they are gone.
And so hold on when there  is nothing in you 
Except the  W ill which says to  them : “ Hold o n !”
If you can ta lk  w ith  crowds and keep your v irtue , 
Or w alk w ith  kings--nor lose the  common touch,

If ne ither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;
If a ll men count w ith  you, but none too much,
IF you can f i l l  the  unforgiving m inute 
W ith s ixty seconds’ w orth  o f distance run.
Yours is the  Earth and everything th a t ’s in it ,  
And--which is m ore--you’ ll be 
a M an, m y son!



T h e  W o r s t  

P a r t  o f  

C e n s o r s h i p

•pfc#

W H A T  D O  W E  M E A N  B Y  ‘ F R E E  

S P E E C H ’ A N D  ‘ F R E E D O M  O F  

P R E S S ’ I N  T O D A Y ’ S S O C I E T Y ?  

O b v io u s ly  w e  ta lk  a b o u t o u r  “ F ir s t  A m e n d 

m e n t”  r ig h ts  as A m e r ic a n s ,  w h ic h  s ta tes w o r d  

fo r  w o r d ,  “ C o n g re s s  s h a ll m a k e  n o  la w  re s p e c t

in g  an  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  r e l ig io n ,  o r  p r o h ib i t in g  

th e  fre e  e x e rc is e  th e re o f;  o r  a b r id g in g  th e  f re e 

d o m  o f  sp e e ch , o r  o f  th e  p re s s ; o r  th e  r ig h t  o f  

th e  p e o p le  p e a c e a b ly  to  a s s e m b le , a n d  to  p e t i 

t io n  th e  G o v e rn m e n t f o r  a re d re s s  o f  g r ie v a n c 

es.”  I n  th is  a m e n d m e n t w e  a re  g u a ra n te e d  th e  

r ig h t  to  sa y  w h a t  w e  w a n t,  p u t  w h a t  w e  w a n t  

in  p r in t ,  b e lie v e  w h a te v e r  fa i th  w e  c h o o s e , e x 

p re ss  o u rs e lv e s  b y  a n y  m e a n s , a n d  la s t ly  th e  

r ig h t  to  o rg a n iz e  a n d  p ro te s t.

H o w e v e r ,  th e re  is  a l im i t  as to  w h a t  

w e  ca n  sa y ; f o r  e x a m p le  s a y in g  

th in g s  th a t c o n s t itu te  a c le a r  a n d  

p re s e n t d a n g e r  to  th e  n a t io n  o r  th a t 

m a y  cause  d is o rd e r  a n d  ch a o s  su c h  

as y e l l in g  “ b o m b ”  o n  a N e w  Y o r k  

C i t y  s u b w a y  t ra in .  E v e n  th o u g h  th ese  

l im i t s  a re  d e fin e d  a n d  p e o p le  k n o w  

n o t  to  c ro s s  th e m , w h y  d o  c e r ta in  

a spects  o f  o u r  s o c ie ty  s t i l l  t r y  a n d  

c re a te  a c e r ta in  fo r m  o f  c e n s o rs h ip  

o v e r  th e  in d iv id u a l?  W h y  d oe s  o u r  

s o c ie ty  t r y  a n d  d is c o u ra g e  a c e r ta in  

v ie w p o in t  a n d  c re a te  s te re o ty p e d  

id e a s  th a t  c o n f l ic t  w i t h  ‘ A m e r ic a n  

in d iv id u a H s m ’ a n d  d e m o n iz e  v a lu e s  

su ch  as s o c ia lis m ?

I t  is  g ra n te d  th a t  o u r  g o v e rn m e n t has n o  o r  

v e r y  l im i te d  c o n tr o l  o v e r  p r iv a te  e n te rp r is e . 

H o w e v e r ,  th e  is s u e  is  th a t  p r iv a te ly  o w n e d  e n 

te rp r is e s  l ik e  th e  m e d ia  use  its  in f lu e n c e  o v e r  

th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic  to  e x e r t  a c e r ta in  c o n tr o l 

o v e r  p e o p le ’s id e a s  a n d  v a lu e s . F o r  e x a m p le , 

ra d io  s ta tio n s  s to p p e d  p la y in g  c e r ta in  m u s ic  

d e e m e d  “ u n p a t r io t ic ”  a f te r  9 /1 1 , o n e  o f  th o s e  

a r t is ts  b e in g  J o h n  L e n n o n , o r  o n c e  th e  I r a q  

W a r  b e g a n  M T V  s to p p e d  p la y in g  m u s ic  b y  

( th e  p o l i t ic a l )  r o c k  b a n d s  S y s te m  o f  a D o w n  

a n d  R a g e  A g a in s t  th e  M a c h in e . T h e  b ig g e s t 

c u lp r i t  o f  th is  d is g u s t in g  a tte m p t o f  c o n t r o l  is  

F o x  N e w s .



F o x  N e w s  is  a n e w s  s o u rc e  th a t is  k n o w n  to  be  

u lt ra  c o n s e rv a tiv e  a n d  v e ry  n a r ro w -m in d e d . T h e y  

b r u ta l ly  s u b m it  v ie w e rs  to  th e ir  id e a s  o f  “ w i t h  us 

o r  a g a in s t u s ”  id e a ls . T h e y  im p o s e  th e  p e rs p e c 

t iv e  th a t e ith e r  y o u  lo v e  e v e ry th in g  th e  c o u n try  

is  d o in g  a n d  s tands fo r ,  o r  y o u  a re  a n  A n t i - A m e r 

ic a n  tra ito r .  F o x  a ls o  lo o k s  a t th in g s  l ik e  s o c ia l

is m  ( w h ic h  is  a s s o c ia te d  

w i th  c o m m u n is m , in  th e ir  

eyes th e  “ d e v i l ” ) as ta 

b o o  a n d  s o m e th in g  e v e ry  

A m e r ic a n  s h o u ld  re je c t, 

th u s  s e tt in g  tw o  e ffe c ts  

in to  p la y .

A  c e r ta in  d e f in it io n  is  

c re a te d  o f  p a t r io t is m  a n d  

i t  m a k e s  p e o p le  fe e l th a t 

th e y  are c o n fin e d  to  a c e r

ta in  set o f  b e lie fs .  T h e y  

a lso  fe e l th a t th e y  w i l l  be  

“ b u rn t  a t th e  s ta k e ”  fo r  

b e l ie v in g  in  s o m e th in g  

d if fe r e n t  a n d  th e y  le t  i t  be  

k n o w n . T h is  is  a s itu a t io n  

w h e re  p e o p le  g e t c e n s o re d  

in d ire c t ly ,  b y  w h ic h  th e y  

c e n s o r th e m s e lv e s  o u t o f  

fe a r  w h e n  th e  cause o f  th is  

fe a r  is  an o u ts id e  so u rce .

A ls o  p e o p le  t r y  a n d  c e n 

s o r each  o th e r  w i th  te rm s  

l ik e  “ p o l i t ic a l ly  c o r re c t ,”

“ b la s p h e m y ,”  a n d  “ h e re s y .”

A n o th e r  fo r m  o f  c e n s o rs h ip  th a t is  im p o s e d  o n  

us c o m e s  f r o m  o u r  p e e rs  a n d  fa m il ia r s .  W h e n  

w e  e xp ress  an  id e a  th a t is  o u t o f  th e  “ A m e r ic a n  

A p p le  P ie  N o r m ”  su ch  as s a y in g  s o c ia lis m  is  a 

g o o d  th in g  w e  g e t resp on ses  su ch  as “ y o u  c a n n o t

sa y  th a t”  o r  “ g e t th ese  id e a s  o f  h e re s y  o u t o f  y o u r  

K h e a d , th e y ’ re  U n - A m e r ic a n . ”

I
I  W e  f in d  th is  c e n s o rs h ip  m o re  in  c o n s e rv a tiv e  

I  areas l ik e  th e  “ B ib le  B e h ”  re g io n  o f  th e  U n ite d  

I  S ta tes th a t h o ld  C h r is t ia n i ty  a n d  A m e r ic a n a  to  

h e a rt. A n y th in g  d e e m e d  “ U n - A m e r ic a n ”  is  d e 

m o n iz e d  a n d  c e n s o re d  b y  sta te  a n d  lo c a l g o v e rn 

m e n ts . L e t  us  n o t  fo rg e t  th a t th e se  a re  th e  sam e 

p e o p le  w h o  s u p p o r te d  th e  J im  C ro w  la w s  a n d  

v o te d  fo r  fo rm e r  P re s id e n t B u s h  in  th e  2 0 0 4  e le c 

t io n .  T h e y  d o  th e ir  b e s t to  sq u a sh  l ib e ra l  v ie w s  

a n d  p u rg e  th e m  f r o m  th e ir  c o m m u n it ie s .  T h e



lo o k  a t p ro g re s s iv is m  as s o m e th in g  th a t le a d s  to  

ty r a n n y  a n d  d ic ta to rs h ip s ,  w h e n  th e  r e a l i t y  is  l i v 

in g  in  th e ir  c o m m u n it ie s  is  a lm o s t l ik e  l i v in g  in  

a d ic ta to rs h ip .  So w h o  are  th e y  to  sq u a sh  l ib e ra l  

v ie w s ?  A f t e r  a ll,  is n ’ t  b e in g  A m e r ic a n  m e a n  th a t 

y o u  ca n  in p u t  y o u r  p e rs p e c tiv e  in to  th e  M a r k e t  o f  

id e a s  a n d  n o t  g e t p e rs e c u te d  f o r  it?

T e rm s  l ik e  “ P o l i t ic a l  C o rre c tn e s s ”  a n d  o th e r  la 

b e ls  o n  id e a s  n e e d  to  b e  d is m a n t le d  to  e n c o u ra g e  

fre e  speech.

P e o p le  s h o u ld  h a v e  th e  r ig h t  to  sa y  w h a t  th e y  

fe e l a n d  f r e e ly  d is c u s s  th e ir  b e l ie fs  a n d  ide as . 

W r ite rs  s h o u ld n ’ t  h a v e  th e ir  w o rk s  e d ite d  fo r  

c o n te n t w h e n  i t  d o e s n ’ t  c o in c id e  w i t h  th e  A m e r i 

ca n  s ta n d p o in t .  B u t  w h a t  is  th e  A m e r ic a n  s ta n d  

p o in t?  A s  a v e te ra n  I  b e lie v e  i t  is  d e fe n d in g  o n e ’ s 

r ig h t  to  sa y  o r  p r in t  s o m e th in g  w h e th e r  I  a g ree  

w i t h  i t  o r  n o t.

In  o u r  s o c ie ty  o f  a n  o p e n  id e a  m a rk e t ,  i f  o n e  d is 

ag rees  w i t h  an  id e a , th e y  ca n  s h o o t i t  d o w n  b y  

c o u n te r in g  i t .  N o  o ne  s h o u ld  fe e l a f ra id  to  say  o r  

p r in t  an  id e a , b u t  a t th e  sa m e  t im e  th e y  s h o u ld  

e x p e c t to  m e e t s o m e o n e  w h o  w i l l  d is a g re e  w i t h  

i t  a n d  c o u n te r  i t  w i t h  id e a s  o f  th e ir  o w n  ( in  o th 

e r w o rd s  th ro u g h  lo g ic a l  re a s o n in g , a n d  n o t  b y  

g iv in g  i t  a s te re o ty p ic a l la b e l) .  W i th  th a t I ’ l l  

c o n c lu d e  b y  r e m in d in g  e v e ry o n e  to  s p e a k  th e ir  

m in d s  b e c a u s e  th e  fre e  m a rk e t  o f  id e a s  ( r ig h t  o r  

w ro n g )  is  w h a t  k e e p s  A m e r ic a n  s o c ie ty  g o in g .
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Death plagues my mind
At 4:30 in the morning -
Waken up disheveled, tired
Black and white newspaper print caffeinated
Fluorescent lighting overdose.

Bloated body -  lifeless clump of meat -  
With tones of inorganic piquing purples 
(like the latter days of Ricl<y Ricardo lips) 
and gray.
My body - the other to the other is another 
Body - my body 
Is an object.
My body -  that is now bold with life 
W ill be colorless between the creases 
Where body parts meet 
The torso.

3 0 WWW. T H IR D R A IL M A G  ■ com

And I indulge myself the idea 
O f the thought of the medical 

examiner -  
My body - the other to the other 

is another 
Body -  my body 

Turns into an object.

And is myself lost in time -  
An element of a past? 

Fights won and lost, and loves, 
and heartaches, 

Days of despair, sickness and 
earthy brown life - 

All for nothing? 
Words speak no further.
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T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  

L I F E  B Y  D e s i g n

By  N i k k i  Sa i n t  Ba u t i s t a

"W e're going to ta lk  about intelligent design," Luis Cannpos opened his ta lk 

about ''Genetic Engineering from the Experim ental Garden to Synthetic Biology" 

at the CUN Y Graduate Center W ednesday evening. "No, not the intelligent design 

you often hear about in the news, but life by design."

The talk was put together by the Liberal Studies Program of the Graduate 

Center, City University of New York, the M etropolitan New York Section of the 

History of Science Society, and the Section for History and Philosophy of Science 

andTechnology of the New York Academ y of Sciences.

Luis Cam pos, historian at Drew University, gave a historical perspective of 

genetics in w hat he calls the "long 2 0 th century." In the early 2 0 th century, there 

was a focus on breeding for the best tra its . From the middle of the century to 

today, interest in genetics shifted to creating life. Although Campos does not go 

into the ethics or im plications of engineering life, his lecture fram es the historical 

context for controversial genetics.

Campos started by tipping his hat to the birthday boy of the year, Charles 

Darwin, who was out of fashion in 1 9 0 0 . Darwin established a theory for the 

survival of the fittest, but he did not have a theory for the "arrival of the fittest,"  

as Campos would say. Many investigators at this tim e looked for another w ay to 

explain heredity, for exam ple by a divine creator on one hand.
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F r o m  G A R o m  t o  M a n ...

On the other hand, there was botanist Luther Burbank (1 8 4 8 -1 9 2 6 ) who pub
lished "New Creations in Fruits and Flowers" in June 1 8 9 3 . Burbank produced new va 
rieties of plants and fru its including the Russet Burbank potatoes used for M cDon
ald's fries today and was used in 1 8 7 1  to help com bat Ireland's potato fam ine. Th is 
M assachusetts native was inducted to the Inventor Hall of fam e in 1 9 8 6 . His bio reads, "His 
over 80 0  new plant varieties have been used around the world to increase the food supply."

However, Burbank's use of the words "creating new plants" left m any other peo
ple uneasy. A priest was going to give a sermon on the topic of "new  creations" and invited 
Burbank to a front row seat where he was "forced to listen for three quarters of an hour," 
after which, he was vilified some more by the churchgoers. Burbank referenced m any d if
ferent dictionaries to seek the proper use of the term  "creator" and was confident that he 
was, indeed, using it quite accurately. His plant creations were patented posthum ously.

Campos then moved on to talk about Hugo de Vries (1 8 4 8 -1 9 3 5 ), who created a m uta
tion theory of evolution. Darwin explained evolution as a process of graduated equilibrium in 
which changes occur slow ly over a long period of tim e. D eVries' research in "M utation Theo
ry" added to Mendel's laws of heredity and Darwin's evolution by claim ing that some changes 
may happen in bursts, also known as "punctuated equilibrium". O rganism s m ight m utate via 
the use of radiation de Vries concluded.

A .M . Van Harten wrote in his book " Mutation Breeding":

"T h e  w o rd  'm u ta t io n ',  w a s  co in e d  b y  d e V r ie s  fo r  su d d e n  g e n e t ic  c h a n g e s , ' le a p s ',  
's h o c k s ' o r 's a lu ta t io n s '.  It m a y  b e  in te re s t in g  to  m e n tio n  t h a t  th e  te rm  'm u ta t io n ' 
had  b e e n  u se d  b e fo re  in d iffe re n t  w a y s . For in s ta n c e , in th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry , 

to  in d ica te  c h a n g e s  in th e  life  c y c le  o f  in se c ts  an d  in th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  b y  

p a la e o n to lo g is t s p a le o n to lo g is t s  fo r  c le a r  a b n o rm a lit ie s  in fo s s i l s ."

"W hat was once called a monstrous form  is now 
'm utant'," Campos sum m arized before he moved 
on to Charles Davenport, a m ajor proponent of 
Am erican eugenics.

Dr. Daniel Trem bly MacDougal (1 8 6 5 -1 9 5 8 ) was the director of the Departm ent of Bo
tanical Research of the Carnegie Institution in 1 9 0 6 . In his "N ew  W onders of Science in Dealing 
w ith P lants", he concluded that man m ight be able to change the form  and color of flowers. 
"By injecting into the ovary osm otic regents and solutions of stim ulation m ineral salts, he 
could cause changes in the egg cells of a plant before fertilization so that the altered eggs 
would give rise to a new form  of species," wrote the New York T im es in 1 9 0 6 .

Curious about human genes and fitness, Charles Davenport (1 8 6 6 -1 9 4 4 ) became direc
tor of Long Island's Cold Spring Harbor Station for Evolution in 1 9 0 4 . Davenport determ ined 
to prove, not only the heredity of phenotypes, but also the heredity of character. Davenport 
published "H ered ity in Relation to Eugenics" in 1 9 1 1 , which ignored social philosophy and the 
role of environm ent on the individual. Sadly, Davenport's eugenics was a m ajor influence on 
the Holocaust. Perhaps, th is is why, and rightly so, there would alw ays be a controversy about 
how to proceed w ith genetic research.

. . B U T  D o n 't  F O R G E T  T H T A N I A 4 A L S /

A year later in 1 9 1 2 , Jew ish biologist Jacques Loeb published the "M echanistic Concep
tion of L ife ,"  which showed that changing the concentration of salt in the w ater would cause 
the eggs of sea urchins to develop w ithout sperm , also known as artificial parthenogenesis 
"It is in the end still possible that I find my dream realized, to see a constructive or engineering 
biology in place of a biology that is m erely ana lytica l," Campos quoted Loeb.

" C A N  l / T £  B £  P R O D U C T D  B Y  R A D I U M F '

June 2 1 , 1 9 0 5  the N ew YorkT im es published an article on Prof. John Butler Burke of Cav
endish Laboratory in Cam bridge about his w ork on spontaneous generation. The article report
ed on Burke's d iscovery of radiobes, which he concluded were neither crystals nor bacteria:

"He used gelatin and rad ium ...he  boiled tubes of bouillon containing radium and tubes 
of pure bouillon. Nothing happened in the plain bouillon tubes but in the others, bouillon was 
grown like bouillon that is inoculated w ith bacteria. Th is growth, grown in the proper medium 
is absolutely lethal to all form s of life, consisted of m inute rounded objects which looked like 
bacteria, thought not corresponding to any known kind ...the  objects were not bacteria, yet 
they seem ed a live ."

A lthough, the research was inconclusive, the im portance of Burke's experim ent was 
that it allowed for thought about the relationship between inorganic and organic environ
m ents. His radiobes were believed to be some sort of protein, which is the basic form  of DNA.
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"Albert Biakeslee (1 8 7 4 -1 9 5 4 ) paid attention to what was happening on the chrom o
somal level," Campos introduced this Am erican botanist who worked with the poisonous 
jim sonweed to know how chromosom es affected phenotype.

Herman J. Muller (1 8 9 0 -1 9 6 7 ) won the 1 9 4 6  Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine "for 
the discovery of the production of mutations by means of X-ray irradiation." Irradiation is the 
process by which an item is exposed to radiation. He grew up in Harlem , participated in activ
ist peace groups, studied at a prestigious genetics lab in Germ any right before H itler rose to 
power and became one of Carl Sagan's teacher's at University of Indiana. During the war, he 
was not able to return to the United States, nor could he continue to work in Germ any, so he 
followed his Jewish secretary to the Academ y of Sciences of the U .S .S .R .

E V O L U T I O N  O f  T H £  S U P F R H i m i A N

"Fast forward to 1 9 6 5 ,"  said Campos. "At this tim e people started talking about the 
risks of studying genetics, especially after W W II. Scientists were interested in creating the big
ger, better, stronger and faster human being."

The term  "synthetic biology" entered the vocabulary in the 1 9 7 0 s.

Campos cited Michael Roger's coverage of the Asilom ar meeting in California for Roll
ing Stone magazine. In his 1 9 7 5  article "The Pandora's Box Congress," Rogers described the 
meeting's location in a church by the sea as either a corny joke or rather apt joke . The confer
ence focused on the ethics of genetic manipulation. "Nature does not need to be legislated, 
but playing God does," Rogers quoted a scientist.

By the latter half of the century, scientists focused on making biology easier to engineer. Bac
teria can be used to detect land mines by glowing. Bacteria can also eat oil at spill sites and 
be used for medicines. These are all good reasons for genetic manipulation.

.A|

The First International Meeting on Synthetic Biology w as held in the sum m er of 2 0 0 4  at M.I.T. 
Synthetic Biology 1 .0 , ,another name for the conference, referenced the 1 9 7 5  Asilom ar confer
ence where the main interest was ju st breeding. By Synthetic Biology 2 .0 , the trend had be
come extrem e genetic breeding.

D £ M O C  'R An Z/ NC 7 f f / O l O G Y

From the M.I.T. and Berkeley that run conferences on genetics, we arrive at the Internet 
age w ith websites like D IYbio.org where am ateurs attem pt genetic engineering at home.

One of the final words of the evening cam e from  Yale University's Daniel J. Kevles, who 
is also a science historian. He posited the notion of exploiting the essence of life and the con
flict we have about genetics: genetic engineering is good when it leads to the production of 
better m edicines but GM Os in food are bad because m any people are allergic and the reper
cussions are not yet known.

m .
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1̂ OK. So maybe we lied when we said we can guarantee you'll get laid by joining Thir
^  Rail, But while we can't guarantee you that, we CAN guarantee that you'll have lotsi: :of fun writing, photographing, designing, poeticizing (that's our made up word for icreating poetry). Investigating, debating, drawing and, oh yeah^criticlzing the CSI Administration (they don't get enough of that). And if you're really lucky, maybe you won't just write about the news—you'll be the news! So join Third Raill Our -  3 meetings are in the Campus Center (1C) during Club Hours, lb find out when our next meeting Is visit our website at www.ThirdRailMag.com, or give us a call at 718-982-3105. And who knows, you just might get laid.
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Me- Do you have a certain focus with psychology?
I Esther- i'm focusing to be a Bereavem ent Therap ist

Me- Could you explain w hat that is?
Esther- A  Bereavem ent Therap ist helps people dealing with a loss, or are

term inally ill, to help deal with the grieving process or accepting  their 
own death.

h o n o r in g  th e  J^aC ien
^ rticC e  By M tcfia eC JA B ra m o vicfi  

T fio to g ra p fiy  6 y : C fiu n  ^ o m

•dv'

r m
Me- W hat got you to start this pro ject?
Esther- I w as dealing with the loss of a friend wh<
Iraq on Ju ly 2, 2006. A t the sam e tim e I w as takmf 
sor Gumisky's Death and Dying class, the exit project w as to  
create a mem orial project affecting the community. Because  
I had a hard tim e dealing with my friend's death, I w anted to  
dc> som ething with fallen sold iers.

 ̂ W e all honor the men and wom en who serve our country, and 
go into harm's way to defend the nation. H ow ever the sad thing is 
that som e of these brave men and wom en die in their service to the  
country. Holidays like Memorial Day are m eant to honor those who  
have fallen doing their duty. O ne student here at CSI, Esther Kabalkin  
started a memorial project for fallen sold iers of Iraq and Afghani- 
Stan. The project is called the Fallen Heroes M emorial Q uilt Project 
and Professor Cum isky of the Psychology D epartm ent sponsors it.
The project displays quilt panels m ade by family m em bers in co lleges  

" within the N YC area. These quilt panels w ere displayed from May 5, 
2009 to May 7, 2009 here at CSI. On May 7th I got a chance to chat 
with Esther and find out more about her.

*

Me- How do you feel w hen you hear about service m em bers 
falling (dying) in their line of duty?

Esther- I try and keep my personal opinions out of the  
project, and allow  people to m ake their own opinions about 
the war. I try and focus on the so ld iers and not the war.

wAUL pmmt
ib̂m hiM ij» 
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Me- How do you feel when people say M em orial Day and  
Veteran's Day is a w aste of a holiday?

Esther- I feel there is a purpose to those holidays and they have  
m eaning to those who have served  and the people close to them.

Me- How do you feel w hen peoplelpo liticize the service m em ber 
with the w ar?

Esther- I think it's im portant to focus on the service m em ber; I don't 
have a pro or a con against opinion about the w ar with this project 
but let people m ake their own judgm ents and think for th e m se lv e s ,.

If you are interested in having the panels displayed som ew here, 
are interested in subm itting a quilt panel or have any questions about 
the project contact Esther at nycfallensoldiers@ yahoo.com .

$
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a n d  h a s  t o  c o u n t e v e r y th in g  in  s ig h ts  D o ^ w e re a lly ^ w a n t  to ^ te a ch
o u r  c h ild r e n  s u c h  r it u a lis t ic  b e h a v io r? i N e x t is  E lm d ^ H e  c le a r ly v h a s

a  s e v e re  c a s ^ S  A D H D ^  H e ’s  a lw a y s  h y p e r , a n d  h e  e n c o u ra g e s  c h il
d re n  to ^ to u ch  h im  a l l  "o v e r, h is  b o d y ^ I a lso ^ d o n ’t  t h in k  i t ’s  s a te  to^  ̂ ^  - ^  ̂   --------
h a v e x h ild r e ir s p e a k  in  t h ir d  p e rs o n . H o w ,a b o u t C o o k ie  M o n s te r?
N o w 7  b e fo re  t h is  s u d d e n  n e e d  f o r  ‘^ Sesam e S t re e t^ tq . p ro m o te  n u

t r it io n , h e ^ w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th e  p e rfe c t^ c a n d id a te  fo r^  re p re s e n t  
in ?  s o m e b o d y ^ ^ ffl* '^ M IC A ? p T O b iS ^ !^ ^ r. a ll,^ ^ ^  lia d

s o m g g M n g i t o , b e ^ c o n s t a n t l y ^ e ^ ^

o f g ra n d e u r .b e c a u s e  h e  t h in k s  h e ’s ? s u |S S t e r o  h a lf  th e ^ m ie ? B ig  

B ir d  w a s  s u s p e c te d  ̂ f  h a v in g  s c h iz o p h re n ia  b e fo re  S n u ffle u p a g u s
w a s  fo u n d  ̂ u t  byA th e  o th e r , r e s id e n ts  o f S e sa m e  S t r e e t . A n d  w it h  a

n ic k n a m e  lik e  S n u f fy , i t  lo o k s  l ik e  w e  h a v e  y e t  a n o th e i^ r u g  a b u s-
' I  a ls o  s u s o e c t  a  '̂ ase^ o f d e o re ss io n ^ o n  h is 'c h a r t .
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s^ o u S d . M a y b e  h e  n e e d s  h is  o w n  b ra n d  o f a m p h ib ia n  m o o d  s t a b iliz 
e r s , l i k e  D e p a -C ro a k  c ^ A b ili- F ly .
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