The Award-Winning Political Arts Magazine of the College of Staten Island/CUNY Summer 2009
www.ThirdRailMag.com

[41

CQOLLEGE OF STATEN ISUUMD IS


http://www.ThirdRailMag.com

being conferred the

In me Columbia University
Graduate School of Journalism’ prestigious
Columbia Scholastic Press Association
Annual Collegiate Critique.

Founded in 1925,”the Colum bia Scholastic Pres§SVssb6ciatibig i
an international studentpress association whose goalis'toTinite
students and colleges by critigquing publications and
recognizing outstanding work. Approxim ately 1,900 m agazines

com peted for the Association’s G old M edalthis year.
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CUNY SOCIAL FOKUM

O CTO

A W rillilll CUNY

By M aria Arettines &

I  n recent months there has been a resurgence
ofyouth activism at the City University of New
York (CUNY). Students are making connections

between the global economy and their education

in a public institution. With the recent financial
meltdown, public educational institutions are in
an intensified state of crisis. Nowhere is this more
apparent than at CUNY, which has experienced
drastic budget cuts and austerity measures for
the past thirty years due to a lack of state and
city support. With a recent budget reduction of

fifty-one million dollars, a tuition hike of 30%

starting in Fall 2010, and the threat of more cuts,

the CUNY community has decided to fight back,
demanding the right to high quality, accessible
higher education.

The beginnings of this resistance
which included addressing institutionalized
discrimination, labor issues, as well as under-

funding - manifested itselflong before the current
round of budget cuts, and eventually became the
CUNY Social Forum. The CUNY Social Forum was
a three-day event which took place the weekend
of October 17-19 at City College in Harlem. The
intent of the Social Forum was to challenge the
popularunderstanding of the significance and role
ofeducationinacapitalistsociety. Thisframework
pushes the importance of education as something
more than an opportunity to train human capital.
Rather, it seeks to move the University towards a
potential space of encounter and dialogue, using
it as a tool for transforming the world in which
we live.

IS

LTiril 7 -1 Il IM H IH

P O SSIIILE

Leanne M urphy

fo kijm

~1* rack tfTt

«i»il t mtm

In early March of this year, a large
group ofstudents, faculty,andalumnifrom
across CUNY met at the Graduate Center
to discuss reviving a student movement.
Meetings continued to be held, and those
attendingthesemeetingsaskedthemselves
how they would go about unifying the
students, faculty, alumni, and community
of CUNY. Demands were created that
focused on addressing institutionalized
discrimination, budget transparency, and
increasing student and faculty decision-
making power within the University. The
idea of putting together a CUNY Social
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Forum emerged organically in
these conversations. The first
organizing meeting for the
Forum took place in June, and
the CUNY Social Forum became
areality four months later, but
not without resistance from
the administration. Booking
the space for the Forum was a
serious challenge, and security
guards were curiously present
and taking notes at many of
the workshops the weekend
of the Forum. Nevertheless,
over 600 people attended
throughout the weekend, and
some concrete next steps were
devised.

Social Forums come out
ofalongtradition ofprotestin
the global justice movement.
The first ever Social Forum
was a World Social Forum
(WSF), which took place in
Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2001.
The concept of a Social Forum
originated in a critique of
globalization and neoliberal
capitalism, including unfair
“free” trade agreements,
structural adjustments
imposed by the IMF and the
World Bank, and racial, gender
and economic injustices. The
idea was to create an effective
counter- force by organizing
and networkingglobally. Since
the first WSF in 2001, there
have been other global Social
Forums - again in Brazil, but
also in India, Mali, Venezuela,
andKenya.OtherSocialForums
have occurred regionally,
nationally, and - more recently
- institutionally.
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This was the first ever CUNY Social Forum, and
the workshops were appropriately a mixture of student
organizing, adjunct and part-time workplace strategizing,
as well as workshops from a plethora of NYC’s community
organizations. The workshops discussed food security,
sex work, unions, immigrant youth, and the wars in and
occupations of Irag and Afghanistan among others, as well



CUNY SOCIAL FORUM

asmany issues pertinentspecificallyto CUNY,
including institutional racism, radical CUNY
history, standardized testing, and student-
adjunctalliances. Whatemerged was a strong
sense of CUNY as community.

The City University of New York was
founded in Harlem in 1847 as the Free
Academy. The college’s first president, Dr.
Horace Webster, explained, “The experiment
is to be tried, whether the children of the
people, the children of the whole people, can
be educated; and whether an institution of the
highest grade can be successfully controlled by
the popular will, not by the privileged few.” It
iscurrently the largest urban publicuniversity
in the country, comprised of 23 institutions
throughoutthe five boroughs, including senior
colleges, community colleges, graduate schools
and other programs. Over 461,000 students
and 35,900 faculty and staffare apartof CUNY.
That'slin 16 New Yorkers. Anorganized CUNY
movement, of which the Social Forum was a
recent step, would change New York City.

From its inception, CUNY was a free
educational institution, even during the
greatest financial crisis of the century,

the Great Depression. In fact, during that
time period, education was perceived as so
essential to economic growth that three
colleges were established within the system:
Brooklyn, Queens and Lehman. Tuition at
the university was implemented for the first
time in 130 years, in 1976, and has since
steadily increased. While state and city
funding of CUNY dropped 40% between 1980
and 2000, the 1990s saw that burden placed
squarely on the shoulders of students, half of
whom live under the poverty line. Students’
contribution increased over 150%, more than
anywhere else inthe country. In 1990, tuition
accounted for 20% of CUNY’s budget; today
it funds 40%. Since the Reagan era, public
higher education has been a low priority for
state and federalgovernmentsin thrall to the

neoliberalideology. Tuition at senior colleges
is now $4,000; at community colleges it is
$2,800, and is scheduled to increase $300 this
Winter and Spring, and $600 next Fall. The
severity of this increase for students remains
to be seen, but it will likely prevent many
from continuing their education.

The CUNY community has a rich legacy
of student protest. In 1969, CUNY students
successfully fought with police and the
administration for open admissions. This
change allowed automatic acceptance into
CUNY for all students graduating from a NYC
public school, resulting in a significant influx
of people of color, women, immigrant and
working class students. Student demands
led to the creation of programs such as
Black, Latino and Women’s Studies. Hostos
Community College, Medgar Evers College,
and York College all opened up as a result of
these struggles. The policy ofopen admissions
ended in 1999, along with remedial classes at
the seniorcolleges. Nevertheless, the positive
effects ofopen admissions are still with CUNY
today. The student body is now 62% women
and 72% people ofcolor. In 1969, the student
body at senior colleges was 96% white.

Student Liberation Action Movement!
(SLAM!) was a “student organization that
formed during the resurgent neo-liberal
attacks against the public sectors of America
in 1995,” says John Kim, one of the founding
members of SLAM!, and an alumni of Hunter
College. While active at CUNY, SLAM!
defended a large number of CUNY programs,
innovated youth organizing programs, fought
against tuition hikes, and at critical moments
organized student strikes and sit-ins.

This past August, the state legislature
passed a $51 million budget cut to CUNY
funding. And yet, in September, the CUNY
Board of Trustees approved a $55,000 raise
for Chancellor Matthew Goldstein, a 14%
pay increase. Chancellor Goldstein’s yearly

JAHIRDRAILMAG 1com



salary is now $450,000” in addition to a housing
license and free use of a car and driver, which
adds an additional $100,000 to his base pay. In
the recent and hard-won contract negotiated
by the PSC-CUNY, CUNY faculty raises average
less than 4% annually and don’t keep pace with
other public universities in the region, making
the retention and hiring of faculty difficult.

The final session of the Social Forum was
dedicated to an assembly where attendees
discussed the potential of a CUNY Student
Union as well as strengthening ties between the

CUNY CHANCELLOR'S SALARY:

university and the broader NYC community. In
asserting free education as a human right, the
emerging CUNY movement seeks to expand
access to the public higher education system,
make it accountable to its mission, and use it as
ameans forsocial transformation. Asaresultof
the Social Forum, Student Unions have already
been meetingatvarious campuses. Thepotential
power of the networks formed at the Forum
is immense and holds within it the possibility
of creating a New York City accountable to the
people who make it thrive.
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2009 PAY RAISES FOR
ELITE ADMINISTRATORS

Beginning in 2008, Third Rail Magazine began tracking the salaries of top CSI
and CUNY Administrators. In virtually every year we have reported that CSI
President Tomas Morales and CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein received
significant salary increases, even in the current economic recession. We have
warned our readers that these irresponsible salary increases would result in
a CSI tuition increase. This past Fall, CUNY Chancellor Goldstein announced
his intention of raising CSI and CUNY tuition in the worst economic period in
American history since the Great Depression (throughout which, CUNY tuition
was free). Rather than criticizing the tuition increase, CSI President Morales not
only remained silent on the increase, thus intim ating his support for the CUNY
Chancellor's proposed tuition increase, but he gladly accepted a $55,000 salary
increase-which would be paid for by students. No wonderthese top level CSI &

CUNY Administrators are all smiles!
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Bring the Depression
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‘ssion that makes me see

That another person isthe same as me

The only diffe

rence isthe money we make

And that never matters at the end of the day

Bring the Depression that starts in our Soul
And builds like a fire, infecting the whole
Bring'the Depfession that makes us all see

Ifeat our lives are all wo

rthless while our brother's in

by James Larsen
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The morning of September the 11th 2001 was... well the word terrible does noteven

begin to describe that day. Butitis importantto notbe consumed by anger butto see l|low ;
“we” gotto thatday, Osama Bin Laden, Al Qaeda, Mullah Omar and the Tottban didn't
spring forward into this world fully formed from nowhere, like Aphrodite frto the forehead of
Zeus. We see thatthese movements, Al Qaeda and the Taliban were able to flourish rn part
because of policies, orlack thereofin the governments of the United States, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and the Central Asian “Republics”. We will also see tjow further pofic” fatlufes follow -
ing the attacks of September 11th have even been detrimentalto the U.S,’sformer “War on
Terror” and global security in general. ItlsImportantfor usto understand these failures, how
they came about, and how we may be able to avoid the mistakes of the past, that as will be
shown were com mitted in Afghanistan once again following the U.S. invasion, the fall of the

Taliban and the hunt of Al Qaeda and Osama Bin Laden.

First, let us consider the United States and Its actions following the collapse ofthe Soviet
Union in 1991. It has become a well-known factthatthe Central Intelligence Agency (the
C.ILA.) helped fund the Afghan Mujahideen following the 1979 Sovietinvasion ofthe country.
The Mujahideen received these weapons through the Pakistan intelligence $etvice, lhe In-
terservices Intelligence (the 1.S.I), which would be the start of Pakistan’'sfundjng and training
of Afghanistan’'s “Holy W arriors” from then to well after the events of 9/11'i that,will be ex-

plained further in the paper; following the defeat of the Soviets, and then the;break up ofthe

j.,;THIRDRAILIVIAG.com 13



Soviet Union in the early 90s, has led to the accusation thatthe U.S. abandoned the Afghans said thatthe plan was the “best plan we are going to come up with to capture Bin Ladin [sic]

once they had become “Strategically Obsolete.” The lack of U.S. assistance in the region while he isin Afghanistan and bring him to justice”! This problem was only exacerbated In
can be an attributed factor in the “W arlordism” that would dominate Afghanistan, sadly 2000 with the bombing ofthe Cole when the U.S.failed to respond in any matter sending the
stretching just about to this day. Atthe same time in the early 90swe had the birth of Al Qae- message thatwe would allow people to attack the United States and geta minimalto no re-
da (The Base) led by Osama BIn Laden as well as Abdullah Yusuf Azzam, who had taken part sponse. There were proposed actions to be taken, further warnings to the Taliban to hand Bin
on the Afghan Jihad. Azzam had beeri Bin Laden’'steacher and had helped radicalize him, Laden over, justas was done in 1998 and 1999! There were plans for a strongerresponse, a
he cofounded Al Qaeda and in 1989, a bomb killed him, those who com mitted the attack “phased campaign”thatwould attack the Taliban as well as Al Qaeda. Butbefore he would
are unknown”. Following the Saudi'srejection of help from his Mujahideen in the first Gulf initiate such a plan President Clinton wanted the CIA orthe FBIto be as positive as possible
War, and the beginning of his hatred and war againstthe Westand the Saudi government. that Al Qaeda was behind those attacks, so thatthey would “be willing to stand up in public
Throughoutthe 1990s, Al Qaeda had attacked American targets, the U.S.S. Cole in 2000, the and say, we believe that he [BIn Ladin] did this"® Buton December 21st2000, the CIA made
U.S, Embassy bombings in 1998, possibly bombings ofthe Saudi Khobar Towers in 1996. Al another presentation on the Small Group; which was made up of principals atthe CIA who
Qaeda was clearly a threat, besides these attacks; there were also several other high profile were cleared to know aboutonly the mostsensitive issues concerning investigations and

* *nx*nlots that were foiled, one ofthe mostnotable being the Millennium plot, when Ahmed Res- counterterrorist activity against BlIn Laden and Al Qaeda! the presentation concluded that

A MW

sam”was arrested atthe US/Canada border smuggling explosives Into the country to attack their initial judgmentwas correctin that Al Qaeda helped supportthe attack butthere had

L*t Los Angeles International Airport (LAX)A oy m . been “no definitive answer on the crucial question of outside direction of the attack- how

The major failing of the Clinton adm inistration as well as the firstofthe Bush adm inis- and t’;y Whom;ﬂ;: President Clinton told the 19/11 Commission thatthis was the reason thatno

tration was the failure te take Al Qaeda seriously and the inability ef different erganizations . « actions were taken against Al Qaeda and notthe outcome ofthe 2000 election. The /feporf.

with in the U.S. governmentte deal with this threat. This is Illustrated most effeetively in the ¢ <+ !,* J states, “"He [President Clinton] did notthink itwould be responsible for a presidentto launch

, * 1] X A . i * " mr
® . A In . i . * ~AAA . ngan ¥ * ) ; ; AN { HI i v dd w*
response to the 1998 EasMﬁrlca—E—mb*orssy M— |rrgs.—,£‘%(%?1—ex%m—e—m 1668 President Bl Cifn- «fftf « an invasion of another country st based on a At%’ehm inary fidgment”™
ton was”oing through the Monica Lewinsky scandal, atthe sarhe time the movie IVagr/7e * "Atthe same time thatthe U.S. was attempting to cuta deal with the Taliban, that had «e
Dog'f3L% popular, the movie was about an unpopular presidentwho faked a crisis in order i " taken control of the southern half of Afghanistan in 1996, to have an oil pipeline stretching "
- « L4 «»
to avoid criticism. So following the embassy bombings and the U.S.’sretaliation bombings of + for 1,050 miles from Chardzhou In Tj:;rkm enis*tarl to an i)il*terminal on Pakistan’'scoasf! But
. | ) ] 1 > - . «
chemical plants in the Sudan and Al Qaeda training camps in Afghanistan were viewed as the Taliban weren't easily.persuarcri]ed Or*talkedaialked 19 especially to Westerners whom they. -
. . L . oo ti o * @ - . - * oo
such a scheme! This is further expanded on by statement made by Mullah Omar following « *viewed as waging a war on Islam’!” This attem pt at punishing them but atthe same time *
the cruise missile strikes, “Ifthe attack on Afghanistan is Clinton's personal decision, then he g, wooing them to allow the U.S.oilcompany Unocalto build the pipeline only putusin a weak
has done itto divertthe world and the American people’s attention from that shameful W hite* position to effectively deal with the Taliban. Notthatany arnount of Western infiuence would » -
Il My e ~ ft te« , Al » - S O B « mm « *
House affairthat has proved Clinton is a liar and a man devoid of decency and honour”A. ' have changed any ofthe policies of the Taliban, since their entrenched Wahabbi beliefs - .
A There were also plans developed by the C.I.A to capture Bin Laden since the Taliban had end - u mixed with their own interpretations ofthe Deobandi school of Sunni lslamic thought helped e N
1 n , - - »
, been uncooperative in handing him over. Butthe senior managementand Director Tenet m isolate them from the outside world. This extreme position of theirs was only deepened as « ¢ .
ip < A i * I
did not believe the plan to be viable andthatithfmitoo many risks, meanwhile the work- R their relation with Osama Bin Laden and Al Qaeda moved closertogether, especially starting
) , n% -1 SH»a»e Wt « Ch[] N
ing level operatives were disappointed, Gary Schroen, the CIA station chiefin Islamabad ,,5 in 1998 with Bin Laden’'sdeclaration ofjihad’'” Owing to these state affairs and the mindset -«
| tmn* » N , " ' .. tl e ! L 1B A -
in s m 'm S, L ' "». . n " Ahmed Rashid, D ecentho C hos:Tk US.AndW FB saserhP akban,AghnkanAndC enhalA sa.Viking Penguin  ai
3 hmed 'h.d ¢ ) R oo ,k,* - o ,Books,»New York 2009. NN Femn» ¢ t x> t N
Ahmed Rashid, D ecentho C AofTheUS.AndTk D baserh P akkafiAghnsanfAndC enra/A sa.Viking Penguin "Ernest R. May T k9 //C ow nksbnR eportW R e tD ocum ens.Bedford/ SI.Martin’s Boston 2007, 27. " ok
Books, New York 20009. * o A ! “Ibid. 106. . . * -
-EmestR. May Tk 9 //Com m ksbnR eportV /R eatedD ocuhents. Be*dford/ ST. Martin’s Boston 2007, 27. “ibid,8i. - i A .
u ' *» *» Ahmend Tafam ~tantsanfb/irdFundam entalknih Centa/A sa.Yale Nota Bene, New Haven 2001. 75.
1 . , I _ n
— ~Ahmend Rashid, Taban:JW Mankhw ,0 lndFundahenaknlh C enta/A sa.Yale Nota Bene, New Haven 2001, 75. Ahmed Rashid, Takan.M fMtants/anjO andFundanenakm h CentaA sh.Yale Nota Bene, New Haven 2001, 160.
" Ibid. 64.
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and the sidelining of any moderates witti in the Taliban by Mullah Omar,’”» could not go for-
ward. A prime example ofthisiswhen U.S. envoy Bill Richardson visited Kabul in April of 1998
in order to reach an agreementthatthe Taliban would stop abusing ethnic minorities, which
the moderate Mullah Rabbani head of the Kabul Shura (governing council) agreed to. Only
to have Mullah Omar rejectitthe nextday, and having Rabbani go on one of his periodic
long leaves, which lead to rumors that he was under arrest™?

Then there have been the problems thatthe Central Asian Republics have experi-
enced since the collapse ofthe Soviet Union. Currently all ofthe Central Asian Republics,
with the exception of Tajikistan which had a power sharing government following their civil
war in the mid to late 90s, all still led by the former Communist Party leaders of theirrespec-
tive republic. Forexample In Uzbekistan, the Uzbek President Islam Karimov, who was the
former Communist Party strongman and has been President since 1991, has led among the
harshest crackdowns, on all showings of the Muslim faith. Karimov has set up one of the
mostrepressive regimes in the region, where even the most minor religious Muslims are op -
pressed. Even high profile, leading Islamacists in Uzbekistan had “disappeared”, some no-
table examples includes Odbidkhon Nazarov, the imam ofa mosque In Tashkent along with
his 13 year old son in March of 1998, the chief prayer leader in Andijan, Sheikh Abduvoli
Mirzoev and one of his assistants In Augustof 1995 Uzbekistan’s already harsh treatment of
its religious population was only worsened following the beheading of an Uzbek army cap -
tain In December of 1997, whatfollowed was one ofthe harshestcrackdowns on Muslims in
fhe nation, which led to a now Infamous remark concerning tougher stances againstterrorists
“Such people must be shotin the head. Ifnecessary Iwill shootthem myself”® Now such a
videntjFgctlon v/6olctl:?er nrr there are many p~eople in this country who ex-
pfrried opinidr2'sirhilciF to this, butIn Uzbekistan anybite that disagrees with Karimov and his
oppi*sslve gcK"m menflaife labele<d terrorists regardless Ifthey are or not!’.

Is-

Tfiij"xfreme'bppressiv®ness of UzEMKlstari is directly related of an

Ignfilc extremist group knownrds t[” IslanrviQ Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU)i In August of 1999

the IMU Issued a cpii ainM Karim dnB'hls government it states:

H” ardkatul Islamlyyah (Islamic Movemefht) of Uzbeki-

dm m ad Tdhifej|[rAjArr"franan the start of the Jihad againstthe tyrannical

AngvernmAntJoX/ Uzbekistan anS Afiffpujjp~tlslam Karimov and his henchmen. The leadership

N

CentmJAs/a. Penguin, New York, 2003,145.

led Rashid, JJiad: TheJlise o fMilitantlsJam In
N N . A %
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This declaration comes after agreement by the major ulema and the Leadership of the
Islamic Movement.

This agreementcomes based on clear evidence on the obligation of Jihad againstthe
ra”ag/jeefas well as to liberate the land and the people....

Also among the goals ofthe declaration of Jihad is:

“The defense of our religion of Islam in our land from those who oppose Islam.

The defense of the Muslims in our land from those who humiliate them and spill
their blood.
The defense of the scholars and Muslim youth who are being assassinated,
imprisoned, and tortured in extreme manners- with no rights given them at all"®
Islamic group, who among the goals of creating a Caliphate and

We have here an

other goals that as seen the reasoning behind it. Karimov through his oppressive policies

instead of pacifying the populace, instead drive them into the arms of extremist groups like
the Even worse has been thatthe U.S. has allied itself with these regimes and has also”

made them targetthe US. Meanwhile the IMU’'sleadership sought protection and bases In

Afghanistan, which broughtthe IMU's leadership into the sqgjne circles of Mullah Omar of the
Taliban and Osama Bin Laden”™”.

Adding more fuel to the fire of instability that Afghanistan and Central Asia have be-
come is Pakistan and the ISI. Pakistan has long supported terroristgroups by training them
to fightin Indian Kashmir, and ofthe Taliban. Pakistan and the ISI had long been support-

ers of the Taliban, providing monetary supportfrom Itself as well as Saudi Arabia and the

*

United Arab Emlrates”® and militarily, by providing trainers who would also train Al Qaedq

operatives'”. These were all things the United States knew because In 1993”Presldent C lin-
ton placed Pakistan on the listoffStqte sponsors of terrorism, owing to their supportofterrorist
supporters Irj Indian Kashmir®®. The supportofterrorism was d key factor in Pakistan’s foreign

policy especially in regard to India. Pakistgn's supportforthe Taliban, and through them Al

Qa~da grew further,fpjjowling the 1999 coup that brought Pervez Musharrafto power~”,

=

arraf was”a supporter of the ISI's u”e gfterroristgroups/ especkilly considering thatin 1?99

M ushwahd se®rqLother generals lgya<J,e|ldndign KashmiriOrQund the Kargll

Li*AKripwm g these.fagts ih”~ fe . [tllj P tp In using Pakistan and AAusha?gfd fkey allies Init
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Two ofthe biggest mistakes made by the U.S. following the 9/11 attacks and the inva-
sion of Afghanistan, were the small amount of actual U.S. troops “on the ground” in Afghani-
stan and secondly the U.S.’scontinued support of Pakistan with out requiring any actual
changes in the way Musharraf worked. One of the most glaring examples of how some of our
policy post 9/11 was hurting our ability to combat terrorism was an eventthata U.S. special
forces soldier dubbed “Operation Evil Airlift". Northern Alliance (NA) forces surrounded an
estimated 5,000-7,000 Taliban troops around the city of Kunduz; among the Taliban and Al

Qaeda forces were hundreds of trainers from the ISI and the Fron-
tier Corps™”™ who had ignored the call to return to Pakistan before
the US invasion. Musharraf called President Bush and requested
that he suspend U.S. bombing runs in order to create an aircor-
ridor so that Pakistan could ferry out its personnel. President Bush
and Vice President Cheney agreed, and the operation was made
top secret. Around November 15th 2001, NA commanders around
Kunduz reported that Pakistani aircraft were flying into the city
over the course of several nights, an estimated 1,000 people, ISI
trainers. Frontier Corps troops as well as high ranking Al Qaeda

Former president of Pakistan and Taliban officials were removed to Pakistan. When the garri-

Pervez Musharraf son surrendered to NA forces on November 24th only 3,300 Taliban

came out. One Pakistani retired army officer dubbed it “The Great
Escape””?
Itis from these escaped men that many ofthe major problems that arose during the rest of
the liberation of Afghanistan would come from; itis believed that a large number of the for-
eign fighters that escaped Kunduz would later go on to fight in Tora Bora®®. This was an event
that was avoidable, the garrison had been fearful thatifthey had been captured by the NA,
they would be killed and they offered to surrender to U.S. forces, the U.N. or even the Inter-
national Com mittee ofthe Red Cross (ICRC), but General Tommy Franks refused to let U.S.
troops waiting in Uzbekistan capture them”’. The failure to com m it U.S. troops to fightwas a
mistake that we would make yetagain In Tora Bora, where many Al Qaeda fighters as well
as Osama Bin Laden himself would escape the U.S.”°

Another of the biggest mistakes following the invasion of Afghanistan was the U.S.'s

Which is a paramilitary force employed by the Pakistani govermnent as a dual National Guard/ Police unit for the North West
Frontier Province (NWFP).

Rashid, D ecentn o Chaos, 90-93.

Ibid, 93.

Ibid, 90-91.

Ibid, 98-99.
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policy of supporting the Warlords during the invasion to fightthe Taliban and Al Qaeda, and
afterwards when the interim governmentled by Hamid Karzai, which was a majorundermin-
ing of Karzai's authority and ability to form a strong central governmentcapable ofgovern-
ing Afghanistan,” instead whatthe U.S. did was have the CIA run the country from 2001 to
about 2003, not by building a nation, or using democracy but by paying offthe warlords in
order to try and keep the peace, and still use them as proxies to fight Al Qaeda””. These war-
lords that made up the Northern Alliance, would be the ones that made their own rules for
years because oftheir backing by the CIA, they knew they were untouchable because the
U.S. and the CIA would supportthem as a cheap alternative to having

more U.S. troops on the ground which would notonly be expensive but

take away forthe planning for the invasion of Irag®"™ Meanwhile while

the Karzai government's budgetwas reliant on foreign aid, and many

Ministries lacked basic supplies orroom, such as pens, pencils or even

places to meet because the central governmentlacked the funds to

supply them and get a standardized rebuilding program going, the

warlords were withholding taxes from the governmentin order to enrich

themselves, and rebuild attheir own pace, ensuring thatthere could
President of Afghanistan,

be no comprehensive rebuilding plans”®”. Hamid Karzai

In conclusion whatwe see isa comprehensive failure by the
United States in its foreign policy, both before and after 9/11. Before
9/11 there were failures of communications between the differentintelligence organizations
in the U.S. owing to a 1995 formal procedure issued by then Attorney General Janet Reno,
which regulated in what manner intelligence information could be shared, these procedures
were almost immediately misinterpreted and misapplied which lead to a “wall” thatimpor-
tant information could no getto those that needed It"™ There was also the failure of a strong
response towards Bin Laden, although this is notthe fault of the Clinton administration, ow -
ing to political constraints that had made foreign “adventurism” unpopular in the U.S. at the
time, there was the failure in Somalia in 1993 (a ghostthat has recently come back to haunt
us in the form of 2V* century high seas piracy), there was the perceived notation that the
U.S. contributed to such organizations such as the United Nations (UN) and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) which led to resentment and once again a perceived notion that

the U.S. was shouldering unfair burdens such as Illustrated by reactions towards the U.S. in

3 lbid, 129.
Ibid. 64.
Ibid, 129.
Ibid.
May, The9/0J Com ngsbnR epor 69.

[
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Serbia and the former Yugoslavia. Tiiere was the degrading ofthe quality of intelligence and
how itwas gathered, which is most highly shown by the accidental bombing of the Chinese
Embassy in Belgrade during the Kosovo War since the CIA had provided NATO air forces with
Cold War era maps of Belgrade”™” Finally there was the political division caused by the Re-
publicans in their “Culture Wars” of the 90s, which has become symbolized especially as the
controversy over the Monica Lewinsky scandal, when the
Republicans in Congress tried to paint any response that
Clinton could have done, such as the bombings in the
Sudan and Afghanistan as just ploys to divert the atten-
tion ofthe American people from the scandaP” Butwe
cannotletthe blame restsolely with the government, we
the people are also to blame, for during the 2000 election

year, Al Qaeda and terrorism were noteven considered

Former Attorney General
Janet Reno

maJOf Issues that stiould have been discussed”.

There were policy failures of the Stalinist Central Asian Republics
which through their oppressiveness only proved to further the
cause of terrorism. As shown, the policies of Islam Karimov intended to break the will of the
people, instead they only drove them deeper Into the arms ofradical Islam. Even nonviolent
Islamicits parties in the region such as Hizb ut-Tahir (HT), who’s vision is uniting all of central
Asia, the Chinese Province of Xinjiang and eventually the entire Islamic world com munity
(known as the umma) in order to form a new caliphate”’. Although there have been many
rumors of HT'sconnections with terrorist groups, owing to the organizations secrecy none of
itcan be proven, and its leadership has been adverse againstthe drug smugglers and other
criminals that flock to Al Qaeda and the IAAU; but owing to the repression ofthe Central Asian
leaders might change that. In an interview with Ahmed Rashid a man identified only as All
warns “The HT wants a peaceful jihad, which will be spread by explanation and conver-
sion, not by war. Butultimately there will be war because the repression by the Central Asian
regimes is so severe, and we have to prepare for that. Ifthe IMU suddenly appears in the
Fergana Valley, HT activists will not sitidly by and allow the security forces to kill them "*°. We
see here the possibilities that continuing repressive policies will have, a further destabilization
of a region that was barley stable to begin with.

Then there is Pakistan, Pakistan has made many errors in its support of terrorists as an arm in

Eric Schmitt, “TJe W o ;Sm arBom bs,Dum bM aps” New York Times, May 16th 1999.
May, 21, 82.

Ibid, 113.

Rashid, 115.

Ibid, 133-134.
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its foreign policy. Butthere has also been the sad factthat Pakistan has been unable to rid it-
self of the burden of constant military interference in taking over the government and its sup-
port of terrorists as a foreign policy tool againstIndia. Added onto the supportthat Musharraf
received from the Bush White House, even though itwas clear that Pakistan and the ISIwere
supporting Al Qaeda, the Taliban and other Islamic terrorist organizations. Former National
Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice would say:

“America’'s Al Qaeda policy wasn'tworking because our Afghanistan policy wasn't
working. And out Afghanistan policy wasn’'tworking because our Pakistan policy wasn't
working. We recognized that America’scounter-terrorism policy had to be connected to our
regional strategies and to our overall foreign policy... Al Qaeda was both a client of and a
patron to the Taliban, which in turn was supported by Pakistan. Those relationships provided
al Qaeda with a powerful umbrella of protection, and we had to sever that"\

But sadly the Bush administration never did anything to end the relationship between
Pakistan and terrorism. Itisthrough these failures before 9/11 that allowed that terrible trag-
edy to happen. Sadly itis the failures that have come after 9/11, in the name of making us

safe from terrorism, that have actually laid the groundwork for further attacks.

Rashid. Decentinto Chaos, 58
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American soldiers killed

1*/\'

Soldiers seriously injured:

31,354

Does notinclude psychological impairments

re

Private Contractors (Mercenaries)
In Irag working for the U.S. Army

aTHIRDr ?

(Source: Opinion Research Business (ORB), an

independentpolling agency located in London)

Estimated Cost of War

That's 700 BILLION forthose who can't count.
Nobel economics laureate, Joseph Stiglitz estimates the
war will costover 5trillion by its conclusion.

Iragiunemploymentrate 9

when curfew is notin effect:

27%-60%

Third Rail will be updating this page every issue
until this cruel &illegal war is over.



by Rudyard Kipling

IF you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you
But make allowance for their doubting too,

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting.

Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating.

And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream-and not make dreams your master,-
If you can think--and not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools.

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken.
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it all on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breath a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone.

And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!”
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings--nor lose the common touch,

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;
If all men count with you, but none too much,
IF you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run.
Yours is the Earth and everything that'sin it,
And--which is more--you’ll be

a Man, my son!



W HAT DO WE MEAN BY ‘FREE
SPEECH' AND ‘FREEDOM OF
PRESS'IN TODAY'SSOCIETY?

Obviously we talk about our “First Amend-

ment” rights as Americans, which states word

forword, “Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishmentofreligion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or ofthe press; or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for aredress ofgrievanc-
es.” In this amendment we are guaranteed the
right to say what we want, put what we want
in print, believe whatever faith we choose, ex-
press ourselves by any means, and lastly the

right to organize and protest.

However, there is a limit as to what

we can say; for example saying

things that constitute a clear and
present danger to the nation or that
may cause disorder and chaos such
as yelling “bomb” on a New York
City subway train. Even though these
limits are defined and people know
not to cross them, why do certain
aspects of our society still try and
create a certain form of censorship
over the individual? W hy does our
society try and discourage a certain
viewpoint and

create stereotyped

ideas that conflict with ‘American
individuaHsm' and demonize values

such as socialism?

The W orst
P art of
Censorship

epfct

It is granted that our government has no or
very limited control over private enterprise.
However, the issue is that privately owned en-
terprises like the media use its influence over
the general public to exert a certain control
over people’s ideas and values. For example,
radio stations stopped playing certain music
deemed “unpatriotic” after 9/11, one of those
artists being John Lennon, or once the lIraq
War began M TV stopped playing music by
(the political) rock bands System of a Down
and Rage Against the Machine. The biggest
culprit of this disgusting attempt of control is

Fox News.



Fox News is a news source that is known to be
ultra conservative and very narrow-minded. They
brutally submit viewers to their ideas of “with us
or against us” ideals. They impose the perspec-
tive that either you love everything the country
is doing and stands for, or you are an Anti-Amer-
ican traitor. Fox also looks at things like social-
(which
with communism, in their
the

ism is associated

eyes “devil”) as ta-

boo and something every

American should reject,
thus setting two effects
into play.

A certain definition is
created of patriotism and
it makes people feel that
they are confined to a cer-
tain set of beliefs. They
also feel that they will be
“burnt at the stake” for
believing in something
different and they let it be
known. This is a situation
where people getcensored
indirectly, by which they
censor themselves out of
fearwhen the cause o fthis
fear is an outside source.
Also people try and cen-
sor each other with terms
like
“blasphemy,” and “heresy.”

“politically correct,”

Another form of censorship that is imposed on
us comes from our peers and familiars. When
we express an idea that is out of the “American
Apple Pie Norm” such as saying socialism is a
good thing we getresponses such as “you cannot

say that” or “getthese ideas ofheresy outofyour

K head, they're Un-American.”

We find in conservative

areas like the “Bible Beh” region ofthe United

this censorship more

States that hold Christianity and Americana to

heart. Anything deemed “Un-American” is de-

monized and censored by state and local govern-
ments. Let us not forget that these are the same

people who supported the Jim Crow laws and

voted for former President Bush in the 2004 elec-

tion. They do their best to squash liberal views

and purge them from their communities. The



look at progressivism as something that leads to
tyranny and dictatorships, when the reality is liv-
ing in their communities is almost like living in
a dictatorship. So who are they to squash liberal
views? After all, isn't being American mean that
you can inputyour perspective into the Marketof

ideas and not get persecuted for it?

Terms like “Political Correctness” and other la-
bels on ideas need to be dismantled to encourage

free speech.

People should have the right to say what they
feel and freely discuss their beliefs and ideas.
Writers shouldn’t have their works edited for
contentwhen it doesn’'t coincide with the Am eri-

can standpoint. But what is the American stand
point? As aveteran | believe it is defending one’s
right to say or print something whether | agree

with it or not.

In our society ofan open idea market, if one dis-
agrees with an idea, they can shoot it down by
countering it. No one should feel afraid to say or
print an idea, but at the same time they should
expect to meet someone who will disagree with
it and counter it with ideas oftheir own (in oth-
er words through logical reasoning, and not by
label). With that 1’ll
conclude by reminding everyone to speak their

giving it a stereotypical

minds because the free market ofideas (right or
wrong) is what keeps American society going.
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Death plagues my mind

At 4:30 in the morning -

Waken up disheveled, tired

Black and white newspaper print caffeinated
Fluorescent lighting overdose.

Bloated body - lifeless clump of meat -
With tones of inorganic piquing purples
(like the latter days of Ricl<y Ricardo lips)
and gray.

My body - the other to the other is another
Body - my body

Is an object.

My body - that is now bold with life
Will be colorless between the creases
Where body parts meet

The torso.

And | indulge myself the idea
Of the thought of the medical
examiner -

My body - the other to the other
is another

Body - my body

Turns into an object.

And is myself lost in time -
An element of a past?

Fights won and lost, and loves,
and heartaches,

Days of despair, sickness and
earthy brown life -

All for nothing?

Words speak no further.
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T h e H isto rvy of

LIFE BY D e s ig n

By Nikki Saint Bautista

"We're going to talk about intelligent design,” Luis Cannpos opened his talk
about "Genetic Engineering from the Experimental Garden to Synthetic Biology"
at the CUNY Graduate Center Wednesday evening. "No, not the intelligent design

you often hear about in the news, but life by design."

The talk was put together by the Liberal Studies Program of the Graduate
Center, City University of New York, the Metropolitan New York Section of the
History of Science Society, and the Section for History and Philosophy of Science

andTechnology of the New York Academy of Sciences.

Luis Campos, historian at Drew University, gave a historical perspective of
genetics in what he calls the "long 20th century.” In the early 20th century, there
was afocus on breeding for the best traits. From the middle of the century to
today, interest in genetics shifted to creating life. Although Campos does not go
into the ethics or implications of engineering life, his lecture frames the historical

context for controversial genetics.

Campos started by tipping his hat to the birthday boy of the year, Charles
Darwin, who was out of fashion in 1900. Darwin established atheory for the
survival of the fittest, but he did not have atheory for the "arrival of the fittest,"
as Campos would say. Many investigators at this time looked for another way to

explain heredity, for example by a divine creator on one hand.
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On the other hand, there was botanist Luther Burbank (1848-1926) who pub-
lished "New Creations in Fruits and Flowers" in June 1893. Burbank produced new va-
rieties of plants and fruits including the Russet Burbank potatoes used for McDon-
ald's fries today and was used in 1871 to help combat Ireland's potato famine. This
Massachusetts native was inducted to the Inventor Hall of fame in 1986. His bio reads, "His
over 800 new plant varieties have been used around the world to increase the food supply.”

However, Burbank's use of the words "creating new plants” left many other peo-
ple uneasy. A priest was going to give a sermon on the topic of "new creations" and invited
Burbank to a front row seat where he was "forced to listen for three quarters of an hour,"
after which, he was vilified some more by the churchgoers. Burbank referenced many dif-
ferent dictionaries to seek the proper use of the term "creator"” and was confident that he
was, indeed, using it quite accurately. His plant creations were patented posthumously.

Campos then moved on to talk about Hugo de Vries (1848-1935), who created a muta-
tion theory of evolution. Darwin explained evolution as a process of graduated equilibrium in
which changes occur slowly over a long period oftime. DeVries' research in "Mutation Theo-
ry" added to Mendel's laws of heredity and Darwin's evolution by claiming that some changes
may happen in bursts, also known as "punctuated equilibrium”. Organisms might mutate via
the use of radiation de Vries concluded.

A.M.Van Harten wrote in his book " Mutation Breeding":

"The word 'mutation', was coined by deVries for sudden genetic changes, 'leaps’,
'shocks' or 'salutations'. It may be interesting to mention that the term 'mutation’
had been used before in different ways. For instance, in the seventeenth century,
to indicate changes in the life cycle of insects and in the nineteenth century by
palaeontologistspaleontologists for clear abnormalities in fossils."

"What was once called a monstrous form is now
'mutant’,” Campos summarized before he moved
on to Charles Davenport, a major proponent of
American eugenics.

From GARoOm to Man ..

Dr. Daniel Trembly MacDougal (1865-1958) was the director of the Department of Bo-
tanical Research of the Carnegie Institution in 1906. In his "New Wonders of Science in Dealing
with Plants", he concluded that man might be able to change the form and color of flowers.
"By injecting into the ovary osmotic regents and solutions of stimulation mineral salts, he
could cause changes in the egg cells of a plant before fertilization so that the altered eggs
would give rise to a new form of species,” wrote the New York Times in1906.

Curious about human genes and fithess, Charles Davenport (1866-1944) became direc-
tor of Long Island's Cold Spring Harbor Station for Evolution in1904. Davenport determined
to prove, not only the heredity of phenotypes, but also the heredity of character. Davenport
published "Heredity in Relation to Eugenics” in 1911, which ignored social philosophy and the
role of environment on the individual. Sadly, Davenport's eugenics was a major influence on
the Holocaust. Perhaps, this is why, and rightly so, there would always be a controversy about
how to proceed with genetic research.

..BUTD on t FORGET THTANIA4ALS/

A year later in 1912, Jewish biologist Jacques Loeb published the "Mechanistic Concep-
tion of Life,” which showed that changing the concentration of salt in the water would cause
the eggs of sea urchins to develop without sperm, also known as artificial parthenogenesis
"It is in the end still possible that Ifind my dream realized, to see a constructive or engineering
biology in place of a biology that is merely analytical,” Campos quoted Loeb.

"CANI/TEBEPRODUCTD BYRADIUMF*

June 21,1905 the NewYorkTimes published an article on Prof. John Butler Burke of Cav-
endish Laboratory in Cambridge about his work on spontaneous generation. The article report-
ed on Burke's discovery of radiobes, which he concluded were neither crystals nor bacteria:

"He used gelatin and radium...he boiled tubes of bouillon containing radium and tubes
of pure bouillon. Nothing happened in the plain bouillon tubes but in the others, bouillon was
grown like bouillon that is inoculated with bacteria. This growth, grown in the proper medium
is absolutely lethal to all forms of life, consisted of minute rounded objects which looked like
bacteria, thought not corresponding to any known kind...the objects were not bacteria, yet
they seemed alive."”

Although, the research was inconclusive, the importance of Burke's experiment was
that it allowed for thought about the relationship between inorganic and organic environ-
ments. His radiobes were believed to be some sort of protein, which is the basic form of DNA.
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"Albert Biakeslee (1874-1954) paid attention to what was happening on the chromo-
somal level,” Campos introduced this American botanist who worked with the poisonous
jimsonweed to know how chromosomes affected phenotype.

Herman J. Muller (1890-1967) won the 1946 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine "for
the discovery ofthe production of mutations by means of X-ray irradiation." Irradiation is the
process by which an item is exposed to radiation. He grew up in Harlem, participated in activ-
ist peace groups, studied at a prestigious genetics lab in Germany right before Hitler rose to
power and became one of Carl Sagan's teacher's at University of Indiana. During the war, he
was not able to return to the United States, nor could he continue to work in Germany, so he
followed his Jewish secretary to the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R.

EVOLUTIONOTf THE SUPFRHImMiIAN

"Fast forward to 1965," said Campos. "Atthis time people started talking about the
risks of studying genetics, especially after WWII. Scientists were interested in creating the big-
ger, better, stronger and faster human being."

The term "synthetic biology" entered the vocabulary in the 1970s.

Campos cited Michael Roger's coverage of the Asilomar meeting in California for Roll-
ing Stone magazine. In his 1975 article "The Pandora's Box Congress," Rogers described the
meeting's location in a church by the sea as either a cornyjoke or rather aptjoke. The confer-
ence focused on the ethics of genetic manipulation. "Nature does not need to be legislated,
but playing God does," Rogers quoted a scientist.

By the latter half of the century, scientists focused on making biology easier to engineer. Bac-
teria can be used to detect land mines by glowing. Bacteria can also eat oil at spill sites and
be used for medicines. These are all good reasons for genetic manipulation.

Al
The First International Meeting on Synthetic Biology was held in the summer of 2004 at M.I.T.
Synthetic Biology 1.0,,another name for the conference, referenced the 1975 Asilomar confer-
ence where the main interest was just breeding. By Synthetic Biology 2.0, the trend had be-
come extreme genetic breeding.

www.THIRDRAILMAO»com
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From the M.L.T. and Berkeley that run conferences on genetics, we arrive at the Internet
age with websites like DIYbio.org where amateurs attempt genetic engineering at home.

One of the final words of the evening came from Yale University's Daniel J. Kevles, who
is also a science historian. He posited the notion of exploiting the essence of life and the con-
flict we have about genetics: genetic engineering is good when it leads to the production of
better medicines but GMOs in food are bad because many people are allergic and the reper-
cussions are notyet known.
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honoring the J*aCien

~rticCe By MtcfiaeCJABramovicfi

Tfiotograpfiy 6y: Cfiun ~om

We all honor the men and women who serve our country, and
go into harm's way to defend the nation. However the sad thing is
that some of these brave men and women die in their service to the
country. Holidays like Memorial Day are meant to honor those who
have fallen doing their duty. One student here at CSI, Esther Kabalkin
started a memorial project for fallen soldiers of Irag and Afghani-
Stan. The project is called the Fallen Heroes Memorial Quilt Project
and Professor Cumisky of the Psychology Department sponsors it.
The project displays quilt panels made by family members in colleges
"within the NYC area. These quilt panels were displayed from May 5,
2009 to May 7, 2009 here at CSI. On May 7th I got a chance to chat
with Esther and find out more about her.
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Me- Do you have a certain focus with psychology?
| Esther- i'm focusing to be a Bereavement Therapist

Me- Could you explain what that is?
Esther- A Bereavement Therapist helps people dealing with a loss, or are

terminally ill, to help deal with the grieving process or accepting their

own death.
o/
rm

Me- What got you to start this project?

Esther- lIwas dealing with the loss of a friend wh<

Irag on July 2, 2006. At the same time | was takmf

sor Gumisky's Death and Dying class, the exit project was to
create a memorial project affecting the community. Because
| had a hard time dealing with my friend's death, I wanted to
dc>something with fallen soldiers.

*

Me- How do you feel when you hear about service members
falling (dying) in their line of duty?

Esther- 1try and keep my personal opinions out of the

project, and allow people to make their own opinions about

the war. I try and focus on the soldiers and not the war.

Me- How do you feel when people say Memorial Day and
Veteran's Day is a waste of a holiday?

Esther- |feel there is a purpose to those holidays and they have

meaning to those who have served and the people close to them.

Me- How do you feel when peoplelpoliticize the service member
with the war?

Esther- |think it's important to focus on the service member; I don’t

have a pro or a con against opinion about the war with this project

but let people make their own judgments and think for themselves,.

If you are interested in having the panels displayed somewhere,
are interested in submitting a quilt panel or have any questions about
the project contact Esther at nycfallensoldiers@yahoo.com.

%
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Bird was suspected ~fhaving schizophrenia before Snuffleupagus
was found ~ut byAthe other,residents of Sesame Street. Andw ith a _,
nicknam e like Snuffy,it looks like we have yetanothei™rug abus-*rS
 also susoect aase~of deoression™on his‘chart.

because~dne"momenthe’s singing about hdW xitXM Ot>asy|™being

s~ouSd. Maybe he needs his own brand ofam phibian mood stab iliz-
ers,lik e Depa-Croak c™ Abili-Fly.
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