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D i f f e r e n c e s  B e t w e e n  F i r s t ,  S e c o n d  a n d  
T h i r d  G e n e r a t i o n  I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n  W o m e n *  

C h a r le n e  J o h n s o n

Although the Italian-American wom an has com e a long way from the 
traditional place she held in the M ezzo g io rn o  of Italy (the area south of 
Rome w hich includes Sicily), the old values have been largely imported to 
the New World. This is especially true regarding the roles of men and 
wom en. It is the intent of this paper to com pare the first three generations 
of Italian-American w om en with emphasis towards sex, ideals and 
marriage. Initially, this paper will examine the role of the first generation  
Italian-American.

An old Italian proverb says, "A wom an is like an egg. The more she is 
beaten, the better she becom es.”  ̂ The first generation Italian-American 
male regarded him self as superior to his female counterpart.^ He was 
visibly the m aster of creation, like all inferior people, his w ife must by 
every m eans be kept in her place.^ Putting one's w ife dow n was typical of 
the first and second generation Italian-American man. This was true 
privately and publicly as well."* Richard Gambino, author of B lood o f  M y  
Blood, suitably brings out how  in the old country a w ife would never 
contradict her husband in public. She even addressed him in public by the 
formal form of the pronoun you (Lei), rather than the informal form (tu). 
But as Gambino points out, she had her ways of expressing herself within 
the walls of the home. She assuaged her husband’s feeling. For instance, the 
first generation Italian-American wom an avoided open conflicts with her 
husband, but usually had the last unspoken word.'’

In the first generation Italian-American family the father held the 
highest status.^ The man was the undisputed head of the household. In this 
capacity, he was responsible for providing for his family and maintaining 
relations outside the family.

The first generation Italian-American w ife was officially a subordinate 
figure, in charge of hum bler duties, but her sphere was largely ambiguous 
and wide-ranging. She was given a greater moral responsibility. As the 
mother, she was the center of the family and as such, had a great deal of 
pow er in internal matters. The w ife and m other kept the home, w hich as 
the source of all that gave any meaning of life, and she also, managed all 
financial affairs. I'he mother played an important part in securing the

‘ Siibniiltecl to I’l'olossoi' Charles Am erican IlislDry 249, Sprinf' 1981.



status o f  the  fam ily’s well-being, w h ic h  w a s  critical for  the survival o f  la via  

vecchia: the old w ay.  First gen era tion  Italian-American w o m e n  w e r e  ant-like 
in their  incessant  and  u n d a u n ted  efforts  in the  preservation  of  la via 

vecchia 7
S econd  g e n era tion  Italian-American w o m e n  basically shared  the values  

of their  parents.  Yet th ey  e x p er ie n ced  in tergenerational cultural conflicts.  
Gambino explains their  problem , “th ey  go  th ro u gh  the fruitless  agony of ill- 
u n d e rs to o d  ang er  against their  families alternating w ith  co n fu s in g  guilt and 
anger against th e m se lv e s .”^

T he first g en era tion  Italian-American fam ily’s ultim ate aim for a 
dau g h ter  w a s  to see  h er  s is te m a ta , settled and co m p e ten t  in her role as a 
w o m a n .9 As w e r e  y o u n g  girls o f  the  M ezzo g iorn o ,  so too, first g en era tion  
Italian-American w o m e n  th rou g h o u t  their  ch ild h ood  w e r e  trained in their  
responsibilities. But in the MezzogiornO; accord ing  to Gambino: "Their 
apprenticesh ip  in la se rie ta , th e  ideal o f  w o m a n lin ess ,  w a s  so r igorous  that  
by the age o f  seven , they  w e r e  p erm itted  little l im e  or  approval for play. By 
that age, th ey  w e r e  ea rnest ly  en g a g ed  th ro u g h o u t  their  w a k in g  h ou rs  in 
learning skills and  d eve lop in g  qualities o f  w o m a n h o o d  by constant  
su p erv ised  p ract ice .”

Gambino explains h o w  girls rem ain ed  in an en v ir o n m e n t  d om in a ted  by  
fem ales  until th ey  m arried. At m arriage th e y  w e r e  e x p e c te d  to a ssu m e  the  
full b u r d en  o f  w o m a n h o o d .  Studies o f  Italian im m igrants  have d isc losed  
that a fem ale  w e n t  fro m  h er  fa th er ’s h o u se h o ld  to that o f  h er  h usband ,  to 
that of  h er  sons. As a fem ale  m o v e d  th ro u g h  the states sh e  w a s  first, as a 
child, an ap p ren tice  in w o m a n h o o d .  U p on  h er  marriage, she  w a s  a 
resp on sib le  w o m a n  w h o  fulfilled eco n o m ic ,  cultural, and m o re  strictly,  
family roles. And finally in h e r  old age, sh e  b ec a m e  p rogress ive ly  m o re  o f  a 
teach er  o f  w o m a n h o o d  to h er  daughters ,  daughters-in-law, n ieces ,  
g o d d a u g h ters  and grandchild ren .  In th e  Little Italys o f  Am erica , the only  
kind o f  dolls g iven  to little first and s e co n d  ge n era tion  Italian girls w e r e  
bride dolls. T h e  Italian-American h o u seh o ld s  w e r e  filled w ith  happ iness  
w h e n  the ir  little girl s h o w e d  h er  parents  and  fam ily that sh e  k n e w  h o w  to  
d ress  the  bridal d o l l s . F i r s t  and s e co n d  g en era tion  ch ild ren  w e r e  told they  
w e r e  put on  earth  so they  co u ld  ge t  m arr ied  and propagate.  T h e  parents  
p u s h e d  th e  c o n ce p t  o f  m arriage as if it w e r e  the on ly  a lternative in life.^^ 
Marriage w a s  an im portant  institution in the  lives o f  Italian-Americans, 
especially  s ince  it w a s  essentia l in  th e  p reservation  o f  la  via vecchia. 

Marriage w a s  n ec e ssa r y  as a so u rc e  o f  social i d e n t i t y . [ n  the  
M ezzo g iorn o ,  girls  m arr ied  in their  early teens.  T h e  se lec tio n  o f  the  
m arriage m ate  w a s  m a d e  b y  th e  parents.  T h o se  w ish in g  to m arry  had  to 
w e d  s o m e o n e  fro m  the sam e village.*'’

For first gen era t io n  Italian-Americans, m arriage took place w h e n  the  
parties  w e r e  in their  late t e en s  or  early tw en tie s .  T h e  se lec t io n  o f  the m ate  
w a s  b y  th e  individual, but w ith  parental co n sen t .  To m arry  s o m e o n e  from



th e  sam e village w a s  ideal, but m arriage from  the sam e reg ion  w a s  
tolerated. Very reluctant p erm iss ion  w a s  gran ted  for  marriage outs ide  of  
the nationality. No p erm iss ion  w a s  granted  for m arriage outs ide  of  the  
Catholic religion.^®

Marriage for  the sec o n d  genera tion  Italian-American o c c u rr ed  in early  
or m iddle tw en ties.  I ’he  m ate  selection  pro cess  w a s  usually left up  to the  
individual. T h ere  w e r e  ev en  so m e  m arriages  b e tw e e n  non-Italians and non-  
Catholics. Italian-American r e v e re n c e  to w a rd  m arriage will take a long time 
to change. I'he idea o f  a cou p le  living togeth er  for a f e w  y ears  to see  if they  
are com p atib le  is u n h ea rd  o f  in the m ind o f  a first or for that matter,  
seco n d  g e n era tion  Italian-American.'"

T h e o lder  gen era t io n s  regard ed  sex as som eth in g  d o n e  for  
re p rod u ct ive  p u rp o ses  only. T h e  central sexual n o rm  w a s  that sex  w a s  a 
m a n ’s p leasure and a w o m a n ’s duty. W o m e n  w e r e  be l ieved  not  to have  
sexual des ires  at all.'^

Lieta Harrison, an A m erican  w r ite r  o f  Sicilian heritage, took  a survey  
am o n g  Italian-American m o th er s  and their  daughters ,  s eco n d  and third  
genera tion s ,  respectively .  A radical ch a n ge  w a s  revea led  in their  v ie w s  
to w a rd s  sex. T h e  m arried  d au g h ters  have “d isco v ere d ” sex. Sex is no  longer  
a h o u se h o ld  c h o re  for  the co n v e n ie n c e  and p leasure o f  the h u sb a n d s  only.  
Most o f  the y o u n g e r  w o m e n  n o w  believe  that sex  is not sham eful.  Sixty-six 
per cen t  o f  the  y o u n g  m arried  w o m e n  co n sid er  sex  th e  m o st  im portant  
factor  in marriage. Only eight per cen t  o f  their  m o th er s  think so.^^ 
Accord in g  to the survey, b e tw e e n  a quarter  and thirty p er  cen t  o f  the  w iv es  
in terv iew e d  said their  h u sb a n d  w e r e  hav ing  extramarital affairs. T h e  
su rv e y  also d isc losed  that m o r e  than a quarter  o f  the  y o u n g  h o u s e w iv e s  
retaliate in the sam e m an n er ,  doub le  from  th e  f igure  a g en era tion  ago. Half 
o f  the  rem ain ing  faithful w iv es  said th e y  rem a in ed  faithful only  b ec a u s e  of  
fear and  b e c a u se  th ey  d id n ’t have th e  ch a n ce  to do otherwise.^*^

In the M e z z o g io rn o  and  also for  the first g en era tion  Italian-American,  
the  w ife ,  a lthough  sh e  w a s  susp ic ious  o f  h er  h u sband  having a m istress,  
trustfully  w a ited  for  his re turn  h o m e  and  w a s  happ y w ith  w h a te v er  he  told  
h e r . B u t ,  as for herse lf,  she  k n e w  h er  place and w ith  that, sh e  had to be  
carefu l  as to n o t  so m u c h  as e v e n  look at a n o th er  man. If she did, she  w o u ld  
d eser v e  and so m et im e s  rece ive  sev ere  p u n ish m e n t  and repudiation.

O ne o f  th e  fo re m o st  m a scu l in e  duties  o f  Italian-American m en  is to be  
jealous and  su sp ic iou s  o f  their  w o m e n . M u c h  g reater  co n c e r n  ce n ters  
a r ou n d  the extram arital b eh avior  o f  the  w i fe  than that o f  the husband .  
Extramarital co itus  is c o n d o n e d  for  the m ale if h e  is reasonably  
c ir cu m sp ect  about  it and if he d oes  not carry it to ex tr em e s  that w o u ld  
break  u p  his h o m e ,  lead to neg lect  o f  his family, outra g e  his in-laws, stir up  
public  scandal, or  start difficulties  w ith  the h u sb a n d s  or o th er  relatives o f  
the w o m e n  w ith  w h o m  he  has his relationships.^^ T h e  stability and goo d  
n am e o f  the family and m o re  im portantly ,  the p reservation  o f  la via vecchia



notoriously  d ep en d  m o re  on the wife's  fa ith fu lness  than on  her lu isb a n d ’s. 
T h e law s in the M ezzo g io rn o  w e r e  very clear on  the subject; 'Adultery  
co m m itted  by a w o m a n  is a p unishable  cr im e, adultery co m m itted  by a man  
is not, u n less  it is accom p an ied  by scandalous  and o u tra g eo u s  behavior.  
Comparably, first and seco n d  genera tion  Italian-Americans m aintained a 
similar attitude. Adultery in the M ezzo g io rn o  w a s  not only  legally but also  
socially forbidden.

Accord ing  to Gambino, the pejorative term  m ala fem m in a , a useless  
w o m a n ,  is a w o m a n  w h o  cannot  or d oes  not fulfill her  com p licated  role as 
the cen ter  o f  the family. A mala fem m in a  is o n e  w ith  no  c o m p e te n c e  as a 
w o m a n ,  th ere fore ,  she  is not a goo d  wife,  m o th e r  or god m oth er .  But m ost  
of  all, she is fou n d  lacking in co m p a r iso n  w ith  the  Italian ideal o f  w'hat it 
m ean s  to be  a w'oman. A lthough this ideal includes  the ability to bear  
ch ildren  and handle h o u seh o ld  skills, it g o e s  m u ch  further .  It includes  life- 
supporting  qualities, the  m ala fe m m in a  lacks the co m p e te n c e  to be  the  
co h es ive  force  w h ich  b inds a family to geth er  and  thus, m akes  all life 
possible. Gambino points out that sh e  is c o n s id ered  . . a base, 
u n for tu n a te  cre a tu re”. ®̂

Divorce , o f  cou rse ,  w a s  not allow^ed in th e  M ezzo g io rn o . Generally the  
life sty le o f  the  first g en era tion  Italian-American had no  place for divorce  
either. H o w ever ,  in s o m e  cases  s econ d  gen era tio n  Italian-Americans did 
divorce,  a display o f  total d isregard tow a rd s  religious beliefs.^”

T h e dou b le  standard co m e s  up again w ith  the att itudes taken tow ard s  
the d ivorced  m an and  the  d ivo rced  w o m a n .  K eeping in m ind the fact that 
the  w o m a n  m ay not have n ecessarily  b e e n  at fault in the d ivorce ,  o lder  
Italian-Americans b ec o m e  very  c lo se  m in d ed  as they  only  s ee  the principle  
as be in g  the w o m a n  w a s  not able to retain her responsib ilit ies  o f  u p hold ing  
th e  institution o f  la via vecchia, and w h e n  that happ ens,  it can on ly  lead to 
the d estru ctio n  o f  the family unit. A d ivo rced  w o m a n  w a s  v ie w e d  as evil.^^ 
To b e  an in co m p eten t  w o m a n ,  to not be able to hand le  th e  responsib ilities  
o f  la serieta , w a s  to court  the ruin o f  self  and family. B ecau se o f  the high  
stakes involved, failure w a s  m o r e  c o n d e m n e d  as im m oral than pitied as a 
shortco m ing .  T hus, the term  disgrazia la  b ec a m e sy n o n y m o u s  w ith  a base  
insult.

A related b e lie f  w a s  that the m ost sh am efu l  condit ion  o f  all to early  
Italian-Americans w a s  to b e  w ith o u t  a family. To d ism antle  o n e ’s family  
throu gh  d ivorce  w o u ld  u ltim ately result  in ex c lu s io n  from  family activities  
su ch  as w e d d in gs ,  funerals ,  holidays and private parties.^*' Of this (Jambino  
writes: “This co n d it ion  on ly  befell  o n e  w h o  w a s  a scom im ica lo , o n e  w h o  
violated the u n w r it te n  sy s tem  o f  rules g o v ern in g  o n e ’s re lations w ith in  and  
responsib ilities  to h er  family, and w a s  ex c lu d ed  from  all r e sp e cted  social  
in te r c o u r s e  by fam il ies .” B ecau se  the  san ct ion  w a s  so  sev er e ,  
ex co m m u n ica t io n  from  the family w a s  applied only  in the ca ses  o f  the most  
tr ea ch ero u s  and/or scan d a lou s  violations o f  the all im portant h o n o r  of  the



family. For to be witliout family was to be? truly a non-being, “un saccu 
vacaante” (an empty sack) as Sicilians say.^'

rhe significance of the w om en 's liberation movem ent for the Italian- 
American wom an dons a different purpose than that of w om en from other 
nationalities. I ’he third generation Italian-American w om en’s liberation 
efforts are cast at redefining w om en’s responsibilities. Today, Italian- 
American w om en are far more concerned with their ow n education and 
with working out new  relations with their parents, husbands, and 
c h i l d r e n . S i n c e  Italian-American w om en have traditionally been  
considered the center of the family group, their new  status brings 
responsibilities, demands and expectations w hicli are alien to non-Italian 
wom en.

I'his change of roles and status has caused Gambino to com m ent how  
som e third generation Italian-American fem ales are bewildered by the 
behavior of their mothers. While second generation mothers encourage 
their daughters to pursue a higher education than they achieved, to widen  
their econom ic roles by entering new careers, and to lake pride in their 
individuality and personal talents, they constantly press their daughters to 
maintain the old-fashioned values of w om enhood which revolve around 
family solidarity, practical wisdom , and self-contained sexual pride. 
Because the younger w om en lack insight into the com prom ise of cultures 
that shaped their m others, and because they are alien to the ideals of the 
old culture, young Italian-American w om en today are stunned by the 
seem ing contradictions in their m others’ attitudes. This split is extrem ely 
puzzling, and the efforts of the older w om en to explain them selves have 
been unsatisfactory.^"* The younger w om en’s understanding of their 
m other’s values is further crippled by an absence of self-awareness as well 
as a lack of information about cultural roots.

The Sicilians have an appropriate proverb, “Chi lascia la via vecchia p e r  
la nuova, sa quel che p e rd e  e non sa qu el che trova."  Translated this reads: 
“W hoever forsakes the old w ay for the new, knows what he is losing but 
not what he will find.” ®̂ This proverb has meaning for many Italian- 
American w om en today. It seem s inevitable that they will increasingly  
becom e m ore concerned with them selves as individuals and at the same 
time will becom e aware of what they are losing.
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T h e  A t l a n t i c  S l a v e  T r a d e  a n d  T h e  
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A m e r i c a n  S l a v e r y  ‘ 

M argaret K im b le

Slavery had ex isted  s in ce  anc ient  t im es in Egypt, Sum er, Israel, and  
Greece, and am o n g  the M uslims and the  E uropean  k in gd om s o f  the  Middle  
Ages. On th e  ev e  o f  exp lorat ion  and co lon izat ion  o f  A m erica  by Europeans,  
slavery w a s  firmly es tab lished  in th e  Iberian pen in su la  as a result  o f  the  
religious w a rs  against the  M oors. Christians ens laved  M uslim s and the  
Muslims, in turn, en s laved  Christians. But, the s lavery that dev e lo p ed  in the  
N ew  W orld  during  th e  s ixteenth  cen tu ry  w a s  in m a n y  re sp ects  d if ferent  
and m o re  cru e l  than earlier form s.

T h e  Atlantic slave trade w a s  b e g u n  by the  P o rtu g u ese  dui’ing the  latter 
half o f  th e  f ifteenth  cen tu r y  as their  ex p lorers  m o v e d  s o u th w a r d  along the  
coast o f  Africa in search  o f  an all-water ro u te  to the Indies. By th e  end of  
th e  six teenth  ce n tu ry ,  th e  P o rtu gu ese  had to co m p ete ,  first w ith  the  Dutch ,  
t h en  w ith  th e  English and F ren ch  for  c o n t in u ed  su p re m a cy  in the slave  
trade. In this rivalry, by  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry .  Great  
Britain e m e r g ed  as th e  principal p o w e r  in the  Atlantic s lave trade. T h e  
sys tem  o f  s lavery  that d e v e lo p ed  in the N ew  W orld  as a c o n se q u e n c e  o f  the  
Atlantic s lave trade w a s  in f lu en c ed  by  laws, religion, e c o n om ics ,  and  
racism, b u t  its m ain ca u se  w a s  econ om ic .

In th e  f i fteen th  cen tu ry ,  the P o rtu gu ese  exp lorat ions  o f  the coasts  o f  
Africa b ro u gh t  th o u sa n d s  o f  N egroes  to Portugal as slaves. M any o f  th ese  
N egroes  w e r e  already s laves and w e r e  obta in ed  by trading w ith  their  
African captors.  M en b ec a m e  slaves as a result  o f  captivity, by  selling  
on e se lf  into captivity, as p u n ish m en t  for  a cr im e, or  by b e in g  b orn  o f  slave  
parents.

In England, s lavery w a s  not  clearly d e f in e d  in the  law s as a social  
co n cep t .  Chattel s lavery did not  exist. Even th e  feudal sy s te m  o f  ville inage  
had virtually d ied  out. But e v en  a vil lein had not  b ee n  co m p le te ly  dep rived  
o f  his social and legal rights. T h ere  w a s  a Parlim entary s ta tute  in 1547  
w h ic h  p ro v id ed  that an able-bodied  vagab on d  could  b e  enslaved. (Upon  
p resen tat ion  o f  t w o  judges, he  w o u ld  be  b randed  w ith  a V o n  his ch est  and  
m ad e  a slave for  tw o  years .  He cou ld  be  fed  bread, w a te r  and scraps;  
b ea te n  and  cha ined . A r u n a w a y  co u ld  be  b ra n d ed  on  the face  and enslaved  
for  life.) But this s ta tute  w a s  n ev er  e n fo r c e d  and w a s  rep ea le d  th re e  y ears

’ Subm itted to P io fesso r  Herbert Foster, H istory 144, A m erican (Civilization, S[)i ing 1981.
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laler. Most English laws w ere “in favorem libertatis.” Even slaves w ho came 
to England from other countries w ere set free.

After 1500, the Portuguese began supplying Spanish and Portuguese 
settlem ents in America with Negro slaves. W hen the Pope divided the New  
W orld betw een Spain and Portugal, Spain was prohibited from establishing 
trading posts in Africa. A contract (known as the “Asiento”) to bring slaves 
to Spain’s New World colonies was made with Portugal.

New World slavery first began in the Caribbean Islands. In 1502, the 
Spanish governor of Hispaniola (the Dominican Republic and Haiti) 
imported a few  Christian Negroes born in Spain and Portugal. In 1510, the 
King of Spain allowed colonists to import 250 Negroes to m eet the labor 
shortage. In 1517, Bishop Bartolme de las Casas (a missionary to the Indians) 
proposed that each Spaniard be permitted to import tw elve Negro slaves in 
order to spare the Indians from hardship, to attract m ore Europeans, and 
to provide an adequate labor supply. These slaves w ere transported by 
Portugal. After the conquest of Mexico by Cortez in 1519, slaves w ere  
brought from the Caribbean Islands to the Spanish colonies on the 
mainland. On the Caribbean Islands, new ly arrived slaves w ere “seasoned” 
by having them  work with veteran slaves or by “specialists” trained in 
“breaking in” Africans. In 1538, African slaves w ere first brought to Brazil.*

Some historians argue that slavery in Central and Southern American 
colonies was not as harsh as slavery in the Caribbean Islands or the slavery 
that developed in the English colonies in North America. The custom s of 
Spain and Portugal, w here slavery had existed for a long time, w ere carried 
over to the Spanish and Portuguese colonies. There was little or no 
prejudice against the Negro population. Negro slaves had certain rights and 
privileges and could purchase their freedom. The slave population in 
Spanish and Portuguese mainland colonies was not confined to a small 
region as it was in the Caribbean Islands and English America. The 
proportion of slaves to non-slaves was not so great as to cause widespread  
fear of revolt. Slaveholders did not inflict cruel punishm ent or enact “Black 
Codes” to discourage rebellions. Very few  w om en colonists came from  
Spain or Portugal and interracial marriages took place. This accounted for 
less race hatred and better treatment of Negro slaves.

The influence of the Roman Catholic Church did much to reduce 
cruelties against slaves. Many church leaders spoke against slavery. The 
church conducted schools for slaves and Negroes w ere admitted to its 
religious orders. The separation of families was forbidden by the church. 
Also, the church encouraged masters to free slaves.
’ Editor’s note: In the sev en teen th  t^entury Spain lost exclusive cuntrol over the islcinds o f the  
(Caribbean, and Denm ark, Holland, France, and E^ngland acquired territory  in th e area. Since  
slaves w ore  being constantly  expoi ted from  the islands, esp ecia lly  those o f the Br-itish, to oth er  
islands and th e A m erican m ainland, this p rocess o f I'e-exportalion cam e to be kn ow n as 
"seasoning" in the islands.
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After the New England colonies w ere established and a New England 
m erchant fleet developed, the New Englanders began trading with the 
West Indian Islands. A great deal of trading was done betw een New  
England and Providence Island, a Puritan colony w here Negroes w ere 
enslaved. Also, many Puritans migrated from Providence Island to New  
England.

In New England, the body of Liberties reserved the colony’s right to 
enslave convicted criminals. Some w hite men w ere enslaved, but most 
w ere later freed. This practice was stopped in 1642 as slavery was 
designated for “strangers” only. The Body of Liberties also stated that 
captives by war could be enslaved. During the first major conflict with the 
Indians, (the Pequot War of 1637) enslaved Indians w ere shipped to 
Providence Island in exchange for Negroes. However, two Africans 
captured and brought directly to New England from Africa w ere freed and 
sent back to Africa. The captain w ho enslaved them was punished.

In New England, generally the same protections against mistreatment 
that white servants had, w ere extended to Negro and Indian servants. In 
1652, a Rhode Island law forbade slavery (service was limited to ten years), 
but this law was ignored. New England laws gave evidence of 
discrimination. In 1656, Negroes w ere excluded from military service in 
M assachusetts and in Connecticut in 1660.

In Virginia, the first Negroes arrived in 1619, apparently as indentured  
servants. They w ere later enslaved. Geographic conditions, absence of 
strong communal spirit, and the dependence on a tobacco crop created a 
demand for labor that was cheap but not temporary. Slave labor was 
cheap, p erm anen t, m obile, u n in d ep en d en t, and unskilled , but 
inexhaustible. Because of the abundance of land, indentured servants left 
as soon as their time was up. Slavery did not occur suddenly, but developed  
over a period of time. War with the Indians did not result in the 
enslavem ent of the Indians. Virginia did not have as m uch contact with the 
Spanish and Portuguese as New England Colonies had. From 1640 to 1754 a 
series of laws w ere enacted w hich eventually perm anently enslaved all 
Negroes. In 1705, a Slave Code was created from a generation of random  
statutes.

Other English colonies follow ed Virginia’s pattern of changing the 
Negro’s status from indentured servants to slaves. In most of these other  
colonies slavery began soon after settlem ent, except in Georgia. The 
original charter of Georgia prohibited the ow nership of slaves until this ban 
w as lifted in 1750.

The dem and for slaves grew  rapidly in the Southern colonies w here  
large cash crops of tobacco, rice and indigo required a great deal of labor. 
Virginia’s Negro slave population grew  to 12,000 in 1707; 42,000 in 1743; 
and to 120,000 by 1756. In South Carolina the Negro |)0[)ulation equaled the 
w hite population by 1707. In 1765, South Carolina had roughly 90,000

14



Negroes to 40;000 whites.
Tlie attitudes of the American colonists toward slavery w ere influenced  

by the econom ic groups to w hich they belonged and by the prevailing 
moral and religious view s of their communities. For example, in New  
England w here geographical conditions did not foster large agricultural 
undertakings; there w ere few  slaves and little fear of runaways and 
rebellion. Slaves w ere educated, accepted into churches, and permitted to 
marry and live with their families. On the other hand, New England slave 
traders profited greatly from  the growth of slavery in the southern  
colonies. The slave trade was one of the most profitable commercial 
activities in colonial New England.

In 1672, the English governm ent granted the Royal African Company a 
monopoly on the slave trade. This action symbolized official approval of the 
slave trade and slavery in the colonies. Although this grant was withdrawn  
in 1698, the English retained a m onopoly on the slave trade. England, or 
rather Cireat Britain, becam e the w orld’s forem ost naval pow er by 1713. In 
this year the Treaty of Utrecht signed with Spain gave Great Britain the 
"Asiento,” the exclusive right to bring African slaves to Spanish America, 
for thirty years.

The biggest profits w ere made by southern plantation ow ners for 
several reasons. One was that slaves w ere a lower-cost source of labor than 
indentured servants. Another w as that the children of slaves either becam e 
laborers or could be sold. Then, of course, there w ere the m oney crops that 
the plantations produced. In addition to working the fields, slaves repaired 
tools and equipment, constructed buildings, and made various articles. This 
made the plantations largely self-sufficient. The Southern colonies did not 
have the legal and religious education that New Englanders had. From the 
time they originally settled, the Southern colonists w ere under pressure to 
make m oney and in fact that is the main reason they came to America.

Stanley Elkins, in his book. Slavery, associated the grow th of slavery in 
the United Stales to the unopposed grow th of capitalism. The man of means 
was responsible for the grow th of Negro slavery. W here public opinion  
should have deterred brutalities against slaves, self-interest compelled  
lawmakers to allow cruelty, mutilation and m urder against Negro slaves on 
the justification that a slaveow ner w ould not have reason to damage his 
ow n propery.

There was no unified church in the American colonies to oppose 
slavery. Demands for individual satisfaction took precedence over and even  
contam inated churches. To declare slavery unconditionally immoral would  
be to speak out against a great many wealthy “Christians”. Some 
proponents of slavery within the church attempted to justify slavery as a 
tradition and an econom ic necessity. They pointed out that slavery had 
been tolerated by churches in the past. Others took the position that the 
church was not able to control slavery any more that it could control other
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econom ic issues.
From the first initial encounter of Englishmen with black Africans, the 

English considered them different, heathens, accursed by Ciod. Once Negro 
slavery began, the black population grew  rapidly. White colonists feared a 
large, free society of Negroes living near them. Along with the fear of slave 
uprisings, these attitudes prom oted the enactm ent of laws that made all 
Negroes slaves for life and forbidding the manumission of Negro slaves. In 
1691, the Virginia assembly said that no Negroes could be freed unless they  
w ere transported out of the country.

Although laws, religion and racism all had definite effects on the 
developm ent of Negro slavery in America, the main, underlying cause was 
always econom ic. The laws enacted to prom ote slavery, although some 
w'ere w'eak attempts at religious or racial motives, w ere obviously intended  
to protect and enrich the wealth of the colonial aristocracy and/or the 
European colonizer.
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D a r w i n i s m  a n d  S o c i e t y  
F r a n c in e  L e w is

W ithin th e  past f e w  years ,  d u e  to th e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  a popular  b es t 
seller, p eo p le  have b e c o m e  e n a m o red  w ith  the  idea o f  tracing the ir  family  
trees. Countless  t im e and infinite e x p e n s e  have b e e n  spent  in th e  quest  for  
an ces to rs  in h op e  o f  d iscov er in g  a d u k e  or  lord or at least s o m e o n e  of  
signif icance.  N one o f  us n e e d  have g o n e  to so m u c h  bother.  D u e  to th e  
insight and investigation  o f  an ausp ic ious  Englishm an, w e  can all claim a 
c o m m o n  a n ces to r  o f  su ch  historical c o n se q u e n c e  that fu tu re  relatives fade  
by co m p arison .  He w a s  no d u k e  or  lord, and  his d ep ortm en t ,  by ou r  
standards,  w o u ld  appear ra tber  simian. Our e s te e m e d  progenitor ,  the  
father  o f  us  all, accord in g  to o u r  English friend, Charles D arwin , w a s  an  
ape.*

Evolution, th e  th eo r y  that all sp ec ies  d ev e lo p e d  from  earlier and  
s im pler  fo rm s  o f  life, w a s  ex p an d ed  u p o n  and  m ad e fam ou s  by  Charles  
D arwin , a n oted  British naturalist. Evolution, w a s  not  a n e w  idea. As far  
back as th e  fou rth  c e n tu r y  B.C., Aristotle em p h a s iz e d  th e  idea o f  
“grad u at io n ” in living th ings  from  s im ple to co m p lex  form s. Even V estiges o f  

C re a tio n , an a n o n y m o u s ly  w r itten  and p ublished  b o o k  w h ic h  e s p o u se d  
so m e ev o lu t ion ary  theor ies ,  w a s  still w id e ly  read and already in its tenth  
edition at the t im e D a rw in  p u b lish ed  T he  O r ig in  o f  Species.

In 1859, the era o f  Victorian England, biological ign o ran ce  w a s  
rampant.  LJttle or  n o th in g  w a s  k n o w n  o f  th e  p ro c es se s  o f  fertilization, 
h eredity ,  or  variation; ec o lo gy  and th e  stu d y  o f  animal b eh a v io r  had  
scarce ly  begu n .  Even th e  geological field o f  p a leon to logy  had  not  
d iscov ered  a g o o d  series  w h ic h  traced  th e  evo lution  o f  a h o r se  or e lephant,  
let a lone fossils  w h ic h  had  an y  bea r in g  on  m a n ’s ahcestry . In spite o f  this,  
D a rw in  gave an incred ib le  a cco u n t  o f  th e  p ro cess  o f  evolut ion  and m ore  
im portantly  fo l lo w e d  up  this th eo ry  in a system atic  and c o m p r eh e n s iv e  
m anner.

It w a s  o n  a v o y ag e  o f  the H .M .S . Beagle, w h e n  D a rw in  first form ula ted  
his hyp o th es is .  As he  trave led  the  Galapagos Islands he  n o ted  that related

*Sul)iniltecl to Instru clor Paula Carlo, llis lo ry  100, Past and Present, Sum m er 1981.

’ Editor’s note: O ne ol D arw in’s main |)oints in I'he Origin o f  Species  w as thut all living things  
have evo lved  from  e ith er  on e  or se \e r a l earlier, sim pler and low er  form s of life. In The 
D escent o f  Mnn he applied this conclusion  to the evo lu tion  of man. D arw in con ten d ed  that man 
and all o th er  m am m als had a com m on progenitor.



species  o f  birds o c cu p ied  similar en v ir o n m e n ts  in adjacent terr itories  and  
that vegeta t ion  on  the w e s t  and east s ides o f  the  islands w e r e  obv iously  
different,  a lth ou gh  soil and clim ate w e r e  ve ry  m u ch  th e  sam e. T h ese  
o b servation s  m a d e  little s e n se  in light o f  the  Biblical th eo ry  o f  creation  
w h ic h  stated that in d ep en d en tly  created  sp ec ies  o f  organ ism s w e r e  created  
b y  a supernatural  p ow er .  But it did m ake s en se  in regard to ev olut ionary  
th eo ry  w h ic h  held  that a s im ple typ e  o f  organism  had spread  out o ver  a 
w id e  area and  in t im e ch a n g e d  itself to  co p e  w ith  th e  en v iron m en t.

D a rw in ’s basic  idea w a s  that all living organ ism s are truly re lated to o n e  
an o th e r  by c o m m o n  inheritance.  In his  tw o  fa m o u s  w o rk s ,  On The Origin o f  
Species b y  M ean s o f  N atural Selection  and The D escen t o f  Man, h e  s tressed  
that all organ ism s are constantly  in a "struggle for e x is ten c e”, in w h ic h  only  
the fittest survive. He fu r th er  b elieved  that individuals o f  th e  sam e species  
differ and that th e s e  variations, if favorable, provide the  d eterm in in g  
factors  in this survival o f  th e  fittest. T h e se  variations are p assed  d o w n  and  
a u g m en ted  by fu tu re  gen era t io n s  and ev entua lly  ev o lve  into an entire ly  
n e w  organism , d if ferent  e n o u g h  to b e  co n s id e r ed  a n e w  species.  This  
w h o le  idea o f  "natural se lec tio n ,” as he  called it, w a s  fu r th er  ass isted  by a 
sexual se lection  and m ating  o f  th e  best  m e m b e rs  o f  a sp ec ies  w h ic h  in turn  
ev entua lly  p ro d u ce  su p er ior  offspr ing. D a rw in  also be lieved  that this  
natural se lection  o f  m ates  w a s  apparent  in acquired  sexual characteristics,  
su ch  as a cock's com b , d e e r ’s antlers and facial hair in adult m en. T h ese  
acquired  characteris t ics  su p p o sed ly  w e r e  d ev e lo p e d  to help  s ec u r e  th e  best  
o f  th e  fem ale  o f  th e  specie s  and m ay have b een  inherited.

D a rw in  did not co m m it  his h y p o th ese s  to paper  until fo u r  y e a r s  after  
his voyage,  and th e  final form ulation  o f  his book, On The Origin o f  Species, 
w a s  not p u b l ish ed  until 1859, o v er  tw e n ty  y ea rs  after his trip. D arw in  
k n e w  th ere  w o u ld  b e  s to rm s  o f  protests .  Indeed, f loodgates  o f  b oth  abuse  
and  praise precip itated  a w a r  that w o u ld  rage w ith o u t  let-up for at least ten  
years ,  and th e  re p e rc u ss io n s  o f  w h ic h  are still felt.

T h e  m ost  ob v iou s  and em p h atic  o p p o n en ts  to this idea o f  evolution  
ca m e from  religious sectors.  Scientific p ro gress  and tech n o lo g y  w e r e  
g r o w in g  rapidly du r in g  this p er iod  and  th e  p ro m in en t place  that religion  
o n c e  held  for  th e  poo r  and  lo w e r  m iddle class w a s  quickly b e in g  rep laced  
by su ch  ideo logies  as socialism, nationalism , and m aterialism. D a r w in ’s 
theor ies ,  like m a n y  scientif ic  d iscoveries ,  con tra d ic ted  s o m e  basic Christian  
beliefs. By re fu t in g  th e  Biblical v ie w  o f  creation, D a rw in  in e s s e n c e  d ep o sed  
th e  Creator and se rv e d  to w e a k e n  the hold  o f  th e  ch u rch e s .  In re sp o n se  to 
this, in 1864  th e  Catholic Church, is su e d  "A Syllabus o f  th e  Principle Errors  
o f  Our T im e s”. This syllabus, au th o r ized  by  Pope Pius IX, w a s  su[)j)osed to 
re in fo rce  be l ie f  in th e  P o p e’s infallibility on  m atters  o f  faith and the morals  
o f  its m e m b ers .  Further , it c o n d e m n e d  th e  b u r g e o n in g  ideas o f  sc ie n c e  and  
politics.

A lth ou gh  the P rostestants  rooted  their  d o ctr in es  m o re  in the  Bible, than
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in tradition; their belief in the individual’s freedom  to convene with God as 
he or she saw fit made som e com prom ise possible. The Protestant mode-of- 
thinking was extrem ely crucial in that it was virtually impossible to devise a 
uniform  position due to the existence of more than 200 sects and 
denom inations within the faith. The Fundamentalists, how ever, w ith their 
strict literal translation of the Bible, left no room for a symbolic 
interpretation of the Scripture. The Reverend Dr. Lee asserted at the time 
that if Darwinism is true, “there is no place for God . . .  by no method of 
interpretation can the language of the Holy Scriptures be made wide  
enough to re-echo the orangutan theory of m an’s natural history.”  ̂ Indeed, 
to this day, fundam ental Protestants remain staunchly opposed to anything  
w hich "smacks” of Darwinism.

As m entioned earlier, there w ere many political changes taking place 
during this time and Darwinism was used as an effective tool by many 
politicians. It appeared to give a nod of approval to the econom ic policy of 
laissez-faire with its emphasis on com petition. Further, it coincided with  
the idea of progress and the desire to improve the environm ent for man’s 
overall betterm ent and gave confidence and optimism to the socialists in 
their hope for social and econom ic reform . This strive for materialism and 
the popularity of socialism and even com m unism , was strengthened by 
econom ic and social interpretations of Darwin’s ideas. This approach drove 
the w edge betw een science and religion even further.

Eventually, as more and more evidence was unearthed, Darwin’s 
theory was both substantiated and refuted. Paleontological discoveries on 
ancient man provided additional evidence as to man’s true lineage. Other 
breakthroughs proved that Darwin's hypotheses in regard to acquired 
characteristics w ere incorrect. Future studies indicted that extrem e change 
came from m utations rather than from the gradual process of evolution. 
Despite this, Darwin’s ideas of the survival of the fittest and natural 
selection still remain to be the m ost cogent explanation of man's past.

Evolution has brought man through many changes, yet through it all he 
has rem ained unique. Darwin described man in The D escen t o f  M an  as “a 
moral being . . . w ho is capable of reflecting on his past actions and his 
m otives—approving of som e and disapproving of others; . . . this is the  
greatest of all distinctions betw een him and the low er animals.’'̂  Let us 
hope that w e and future generations can “reflect” on “past actions” and 
com e to a truer understanding of the ultimate level of evolution — the 
ability to live in peace.
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T h e  P r o b l e m  o f  L a b o r  i n  C o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a  
R a y m o n d  M ojica

Virginia, oh  h o w  the m er e  m en t io n  o f  that state conju res  up certain  visions  
in the mind! Virginia w a s  the State that gave us  so m e  o f  ou r  greatest  
lea d ers—Jefferson , Henry, M adison, M onroe , and of  course ,  W ashington . It 
ev ok es  th e  im age o f  h o o p  skirts and m agnolia b lo sso m s that filled th e  
T id ew a te r  twilight w ith  s w e e t  fragrance . It w a s  the land o f  peop le  w h o  sat 
o n  w id e  front  p o r c h e s  and s ipped  co o l  m int julep as th e  tall m arble co lu m n s  
cast long sh a d o w s  across  the m a h o g a n y  d oo rs  and a gan g  o f  N egro  laborers  
s w e e te n e d  the w a rm  spring n ight w ith  m elan ch o ly  spirituals. H ow  
w o n d er fu l ly  th ese  p ictures  go  w ith  th o se  already p re se n ted  o f  Virginia’s 
fou n d in g  d ay s—o f  hiippy, ex c ited  p io n eers  g lancing-off  to  th e  n e w  land  
u p o n  their  arrival.  W hat cou ld  have b e e n  the  im ages  w h ic h  d an c ed  
th ro u g h  their minds? Did th ey  en v is io n  Indians and E nglishm en w o rk in g  
hand-in-hand to build a great n e w  nation, or  th e  s truggle  (albeit a happ y  
one) as E nglishm en labored  to g eth e r  to  en r ich  their  lives?

Not exactly, th o u g h  it w o u ld  b e  n icer  if it w e r e  true. T h e  lan d ed  gen try  
w h o  first settled  Virginia w e r e  fo l lo w ed  by  E nglishm en w h o  ca m e to  
A m erica straight fro m  th e  g u tters  o f  L ondon, Birmingham, L eeds and  
Liverpool and k n e w  e ith er  th e y  had se ven  m o re  y ea rs  in a b ra n d  n e w  
gu tter  in w h a t  w a s  to b e c o m e  th e  U n ited  States, or  th ey  had an e tern ity  to  
sp en d  in their  o w n  private gu tters  in th e  grou n d .  T h ey  w e r e  in d en tu red  
serv a n ts—vagrants, bar swills ,  d eb to rs—co n scr ip ted  to g ive  s ev en  long  
yeiirs  o f  free  serv ice  to m asters  w h o  had in vested  in th e  Virginia Com pany  
and thus,  had paid their  w a y  to th e  N e w  W orld. This m ean t  th ey  had seen  
the  last o f  England. It also m ean t  that for  the  n ex t  s ev en  y e a rs  th ey  w e r e  to  
b e  virtual s laves—u npa id  and  u n d e r fe d  laborers.  But their  p ro sp e cts  after  
that w e r e  su p p o sed  to b e  secu re .  T h ey  w e r e  p ro m ise d  a g o o d  p iece  o f  land  
to w o rk ,  a fu ture .  This w o u ld  e n su r e  that Virginia w o u ld  be  an o th er  
Anglicized, Christianized, and c o n q u e r e d  province .  Un fortunately ,  it did  
not w o r k  out  that w a y .  In d en tu red  serv itu d e  n ev e r  tu rn e d  out  to  b e  the  
e x p ed ien t  that the rich Virginia p lanters  had h o p e d  it w o u ld  be, as the freed  
serva n ts  n e v er  got their land.

T h e  main p rob lem  w ith  th e  sy s te m  o f  in d en tu red  serv itude  w a s  that  
after  s ev e n  or  e v e n  eight, n in e  or  ten  ye a rs  (the term  of serv ice  cou ld  be  
extended) ,  th e  n e w ly  fre e d  m an  b e c a m e  a threat to his  fo rm er  m aster.  He 
b ec a m e  a threat b e c a u s e  his on ly  skills could  b e  supplied  by  n e w  sh ip m en ts
’ Subm itted to P rofessor David N asaw, H istory 144, A m erican Civilization, Spring 1981.



of  in d e n tu red  servants  w h o  w o r k e d  for n o  pay. Hence, the freed  m an had  
no m on ey ,  n o  land, no hope , but p lenty  o f  t im e to think about h o w  he had  
b ee n  m istreated , h o w  h e  had b ee n  kicked around, and h o w  he w a s  n o w  
s leeping in the  w o o d s  o n  cold  rainy nights  w ith  an em p ty  s to m ach  and an  
equally em p ty  purse. W hat th e se  m en  did have, w e r e  g u n s —big and c lu m sy  
b ut m u rd ero u s ly  eff ic ien t guns.  T h ese  g u n s  had b ee n  g iven  th em  u p on  
their  re lease  by  their fo rm e r  m asters  and w e r e  originally m ean t for  
p ro tect ion  against th e  su p p osed ly  m erc iless  Indian savages: but n o w  th ey  
co u ld  b e  tu rn e d  upon  a fo rm er  m aster  to b lo w  a w a y  y ea rs  of  anger,  
frustration, and  cruelty.  Before  a large en o u g h  n u m b e r  o f  th ese  wild  y o u n g  
free d  m e n  d ec id ed  to take this  recou rse ,  th e  planters, in their  "ultimate 
w is d o m ,” d ec id ed  that it w a s  t im e to go  back to the d ra w in g  board.

At first th ey  tried a not too  imaginative, n o r  e f fect ive  plan to ex ten d  the  
servant's  term  for  co m m itt ing  certa in  cr im es.  O ne m ight  hav e  a y e a r  added  
to one's  term  o f  serv ice  for killing a hog, stealing a ch icken , or  a host  o f  
o th er  in n o c u o u s  deeds.  But th e  servant  w a s  ultimately freed, probably  
m u c h  angrier than h e  w o u ld  have b e e n  had h e  b e e n  re leased  a c cord in g  to 
th e  contract.  T hus  th e  ex te n s io n  o f  term s  did n o th in g  but delay the solution  
and w o r s e n  th e  problem .

W h y  did the  p lanters  not pay th e  fr e e d m e n  to w o r k  and  th ere b y  halt 
th e  im porta tion  o f  in d e n tu red  servants?  W h y  should  th ey  pay p eo p le  to  
w o r k  w h e n  th e y  cou ld  get  "free” labor? T h e  p lanters  certainly cou ld  have  
w o r k e d  out  a system , had  th e y  not b e e n  so b linded b y  greed ,  in w h ic h  th ey  
cou ld  hav e  paid fre e d m e n  absolute ly  minim al w a ges ,  m u c h  like today's  
m igrant fa rm w o rk e rs  are paid. T h ey  w o u ld  n o  lon g er  hav e  to pay to feed  
th e  w o rk ers ,  th ey  w o u ld  b u y  their  o w n  food  out  o f  their  w a ges .  By 
instituting a series  o f  b en ef i ts  to provide incentives  for g reater  productiv ity  
th e y  probably  co u ld  hav e  m a d e  m u c h  grea ter  profits  than they  did w h e n  
th ey  w e r e  pay ing  w o r k e r s  nothing . This w o u ld  hav e  started  co m p etit ion  
b e t w e e n  w o rk er s ,  fu e led  b y  their o w n  pett iness ,  jealously and  greed ,  and  
w o u ld  have  kept th e m  too  b u sy  hating ea ch  o th er  to realize h o w  poorly  
th ey  w e r e  b e in g  treated.* U n for tunate ly ,  th e  p lanters  did not hav e  the  
ins ight o f  h indsight and  in d e n tu re d  serv itu d e  w e n t  th e  w a y  o f  a n o th e r  
"brilliant” s c h e m e  to supply  th e  n e w  co lo n y  w ith  labor by  u s in g  Indians—a 
plan also d o o m e d  to  failure.

T h e  p ro b lem  o f  gett ing  Indians to w o r k  for  th e  C ro w n  w a s  essentia lly  a 
p ro b lem  o f  e n o r m o u s  d if fer e n ces  in cu ltu re  and  va lu es  b e t w e e n  w h ite  and  
red  man. It w a s  a major aim in the life o f  an Indian to hav e  m u c h  t im e for  
rest, re laxation and recreation . T h e  Indian n e e d e d  on ly  fo o d  in his stom ach.

♦Editor’s note: T he so lution  w as not qu ite so sim ple. In th e early  days o f settlem en t, Virginia 
w as p lagued by a chron ic  labor shortage. Hence, the only  w ay  to get w ork ers w as to im port 
them  from  so m ew h ere . Indentu red servants w ere  p erson s w h o  agreed  to w ork for a certain  
num ber o f y ears  in exch an ge  for paid passage to th e N ew  W orld.
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sh e lter  from  the e le m en ts  and just e n o u g h  c lo thes  on  his back to k eep  him  
w a rm . He did not dream  of  d w ell in g  in marble halls, o f  w e a r in g  silk 
b re e c h e s  or  s leep in g  b e tw e e n  silk sheets .  He ca red  little for ivory and gold  
toilet accessories ,  for caviar f ished  fro m  th e  Black Sea, or for dancing  w ith  
th e  King’s daughter .  His w a s  a life o f  bare  essentia ls  and the  ultimate  
en jo y m en t  of  n a tu r e’s gifts to man.

Since the  w h ite  m an cou ld  not exploit a pass ion  for status, greed  for  
m o n e y  and the  “f in e” things in life in the  Indian, he  co u ld  not d om in a te  him. 
He though t  that o n c e  the Indian sa w  the gran d  m a n n er  in w h ic h  th e  w h ite  
m an lived he  w o u ld  fall o ver  h im self  to be able to serve  the  w h ite  m an  so he  
cou ld  have a taste o f  real civilization. Of c o u r se  this did not happ en , and the  
Indian c a m e to b e  hated  and feared  in that he  m ight co n v in ce  so m e  o f  the  
p oo r  w h ite s  that Indian life w a s  better . T h en  the  p oo r  E uropean  w o u ld  
b e c o m e  as an Indian, unab le  to b e  d om in a ted  by his “b etter s”, and th e  en d  
might be  just as grisly for  the  planters  as a rebellion by free d m en .  T he  
Indian had to be separated  from  th e  w h ite s  and th ere fo re  could not w o r k  
w ith  him.

Finally the p rob lem  o f  labor in th e  n ew ly-esta b lish ed  co lo n y  b eca m e the  
“black m a n ’s b u r d en .” By the en d  of  th e  s ev en te en th  cen tu ry ,  African  
s lavery b ec a m e th e  accep ted  labor so u r c e  o f  A m erican  knavery . T he  
Blacks, as th e  Indians, w e r e  not  in terested  in th e  luxuries  o f  th e  w h ite  
m an's civilization and  in acquiring material goods,  but this d if feren ce  
quickly tu rn ed  to c o n c e r n  w h e n  the  black slave w a s  in form ed  that either  
h e  w o r k  or  be w h ip p ed ,  d ism em b ered ,  or  branded. W h y  w e r e  th e  English  
un ab le  to do this w ith  Indians? T h e  Indians w e r e  too form idable  to be  
d efea ted  at that time, s in ce  their  tribes had not b e e n  broken-up, nor  
families  separated, as w a s  the  case  w ith  cap tu red  Africans. Further, the  
Indians w e r e  familiar w ith  th e  land, w h ile  the Africans w e r e  not.

T h e  sy s te m  o f  in d e n tu red  serv itu d e  had several in h eren t  pro b lem s  
w h ic h  African s lavery did a w a y  w ith .  T h e  servant w a s  on ly  a servant  for a 
specif ic  n u m b e r  o f  years; u p o n  his re lease  h e  w a s  free  to ca u se  troub le  for  
his fo rm e r  em p lo yers .  T h e  African w a s  a s lave for life. He w o u ld  n ev er  be  
freed, g u n  in  hand, to ca u se  p ro b lem s  in later years .  His skin w a s  a 
different  color, easily d ist inguishable  from  that o f  an Englishm an. And w ith  
the African th e re  w a s  an extra b o n u s —his ch ildren  in turn  b e c a m e  slaves,  
to be kept or  sold. T h e  slave w a s  a v ery  rare in s tru m en ts—a m a ch in e  of  
labor that rep ro d u ced  itself at no  ch a rge  to th o se  w h o  o w n e d  and o p erated  
it.

So the p ro b lem  o f  supply ing  good, ch e ap  labor to the n e w  Am erican  
co lon ies  w a s  solved. Or w a s  it? T h e  u se  o f  Atrican slaves w a s  again an o th er  
p o s tp o n e m e n t—like a m an fighting death  h e  might surv ive  th rou g h  pure  
will, a lth ou g h  w ith  a horrible  w o u n d .  But that is m ere ly  putting o f f  the  
inevitable. He will  eventually  die. So it w a s  w ith  labor at no price to the 
em p lo yers .  T h e  African slave w o u ld  eventually  be  freed and the slave
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system  would com e to an end. When it did, the old civilization of the South 
also died.
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T h e  I r o q u o i s  N a t i o n  
L a u ra  W ilso n

I'he Iroquois Indians w h o  o c cu p ied  t lie N ortheastern  W ood lan d s  of  
North Am erica w e r e  an in terest ing  and individual people. T h e  Iroquois  
C o n fed eracy  at o n e  t im e w a s  called the  League o f  Five Nations. T h e  League  
co n s is ted  o f  the  Senecas, Oneidas, O nondagas,  M oh aw k s and Cayugas. In 
1719 the  T uscarora  ca m e to live in N e w  York after bein g  forced  out of  
North Carolina by the sett lers ’ p re ssu re  and war. Thus,  ar ou n d  1735 th e  
League o f  Five Nations ca m e to be  k n o w n  as th e  Six Nations. T h e  Iroquois  
C o n fed eracy  w a s  a s tron g  gro u p  o f  people,  basically a kinship state. It w as,  
and is, an Indian nation that is b o u n d  tog eth er  by a clan and a ch iefta in  
system .

Before their o c cu p at ion  o f  N e w  York and the su rro u n d in g  areas the  
Iroquois  resided  u p on  the N o rthern  bank o f  the St. L aw rence .  T h e  Iroquois  
w e r e  o n e  nation  but fe w  in n u m b er .  To escap e  ex term ination  fro m  the  
A d irondacks  (a b ra n ch  o f  the A lgonquin  Indian language group), the  
Iroquois m igrated  to the central parts o f  N e w  York. T h e  League dev e lo p e d  
as a m ean s  to enable  the  Iroquois to band  to g eth e r  and  p ro d u ce  a strong  
fo rc e  to protect  th em se lv e s  fro m  unfriendly/ Indian nations. After the  
form ation  of  the  League the  Iroquois s trength  and p o w e r  b e c a m e  w ell  
k n o w n . T h e  social, political, and ec o n o m ic  organiza tio n  o f  the  Iroquois  
Indians is truly rem arkable.

In th e  Iroquois Indians’ social and  political organ ization  the  w o m e n  
played an im portant role. Their  society  w a s  matrilineal as w e ll  as 
matriarchal. A “h e a r t h ” co n s is ted  o f  a m o th er  and all her  children. Each  
hearth w a s  part o f  a w id er  gro u p  called a otiianer. T w o  or  m o re  otiianers  
m a d e  a clan. This sys tem  w a s  h ea d ed  by a “m o th er  ”. All son s  and daug hters  
o f  a particular clan w e r e  c o n n e c te d  by  th e  sa m e m o th er  but th ey  m ight  
have d ifferen t  fathers .  So, a h u sband  w e n t  to live w ith  his w i f e ’s family, and  
his ch ild ren  b ec a m e  m em b e r s  o f  h er  m o th e r ’s clan. T h e  oldest  d au g h ter  o f  
the  heaci o f  th e  oti ianer  usually inherited  h er  m o th e r ’s h o n o r ed  position. By 
uniting  the d esc e n d a n ts  in a fem ale  l ine o f  a particular w o m a n ,  the Iroquois  
fo rm e d  a c o h es iv e  social and political gro u p  that had little to do w ith  w h e r e  
a p eo p le  lived o r  fro m  w h at village the hearth  originated. T h e  Iroquois  
resided  in p erm an en t  villages. I’h ey  fixed their villages u p on  banks, rivers,  
lakes or  n e w  springs. I'he villages w e r e  co m p act  and s to ckaded  but the  
h o u se s  w e r e  gr o u p e d  at irregular intervals. T h e  Iroquois G a-no-sote  or

*SLibiiiitled lo  Professor l le r h e il Foster, History 144, Am erican ( ’ivilization, Spring 1981.



barkhoLises w e r e  long rectangular  biiildings. W h en  the village w a s  settled  
over  a large area, the h o u se s  w e r e  single and usually d es ign ed  for o n e  
family. In ancient tim es the h o u ses  w e r e  ve ry  long and subdiv ided  and this  
ena bled  th em  to h o u se  a n u m b e r  o f  families. T h e  [rocjuois h idians w e r e  
farm ers  as w e ll  as hunters.  T h ey  buried  their surp lus  co rn  in ca ch es  that 
w o u ld  p re se rv e  the  co rn  th rou gh ou t the year.

T h e  Iroquois had a s trong but so m et im e  vag ue  religious belief.  D ream s  
m ust a lw ays  be ob serv ed  by the Iroquois. Stone giants, beasts , fairies and  
spirits w e r e  co m m o n  figures  in the  Iroquois religion. I ’he  Ii oquois  se ldom  
pra y ed —th ey  w o r sh ip p ed  by s inging and dancing.

Marriage w a s  not fo u n d ed  u p o n  love. It w a s  a contract b e tw e e n  the  
m oth er s  o f  the  co u p le  to be  married. In ancient tim es a y o u n g  w arr ior  w a s  
often  w e d  to an older w o m a n .  A m aiden w h o  w a s  tw en ty  w a s  often  
m arried  to a w id o w e r  w h o  w a s  sixty. This reaso n in g  w a s  b ased  on the idea  
that a y o u n g  p er so n  n eed ed  a co m p a n ion  w h o  w a s  ex jjer ienced  in the  
affairs o f  life.

T h e  Indian m o d e  o f  life divided th e  [)eople socially into tw o  great  
c la sses—m ale and fem ale . T h er e  w a s  little sociality b e tw e e n  the  tw o  classes.  
D u ring  the season  o f  councils  socializ ing w a s  co n f in ed  to the dance.  7 ’he  
Indian regard ed  w o m e n  as inferior  servants  o f  m an and the  w o m e n  
actually believed  this.

Polygam y w a s  forb id den  a m o n g  th e  Iroquois but the  right o f  vo lu ntary  
separation  or  d ivorce  w a s  granted  to all. P roperty  w a s  limited but the  
rights o f  pro p erty  w e r e  equal for  w o m e n  as w ell  as m en. T h e  w i fe  held  and  
controlled  h er  pro p erty  w h ile  h er  h u sb an d  held and co ntro lled  his  
property .

O ne o f  th e  m ost ce leb ra ted  features  o f  the Iroquois Indians w a s  their  
spirit o f  hospitality. T h e  Iroquois h o u se s  w e r e  o p e n e d  to a stran ger  as w ell  
as a neighbor, at any time day or  night.

T h e  Iroquois can scarcely  be said to have a criminal c o d e  b ec a u se  cr im e  
w a s  ve ry  in freq u en t  in their  society.  W itch craft  w a s  pu n ish ab le  by death,  
adultery  w a s  p u n ish ed  by w h ip p in g  and m u rd er  w a s  also p u n ish ed  by  
death. U n less  the family o f  a m u r d er  victim w a s  app eased  in so m e  w ay,  the  
family co u ld  take private v en g ea n ce .  T h eft  w a s  th e  m ost  d esp icab le  o f  
cr im es.  Public indignation, the  sev eres t  form  o f  p u n ish m en t  k n o w n  to the  
Indians, w a s  th e  on ly  penalty  for  this cr im e. T h e  love o f  truth w a s  an  
in b orn  sen t im en t  o f  the Indian character.  T h e  Iroquois sp ok e  the  truth  
w ith o u t  fear or  hesitation.

Strength  and co u ra g e  w e r e  h on o ra b le  traits for the Iroquois Indians.  
T h e ad o p tio n  o f  male captives  w a s  a test o f  e n d u ra n ce ,  r h e  captives  w e r e  
taken to a long  line of  Indians and each  Indian held  a whip. I'he captives  ran  
th ro u g h  this line o f  w h ip s  w ith  their  backs ex|Josed. I'hose w h o  fell from  
ex h au stio n  or  fear w e r e  tortured . T h o se  captives  w h o  su i’v ived the  
w h ip p in g  w e r e  adopted  and treated  w ith  k indn ess  and affection .
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riie  Iroquois Indians loved lo hunt. T h e  deer, the elk, the m oose ,  the  
bear and several sp ec ies  o f  wild  bird m ade up  their  principal gam e. T h e  
Indian’s love o f  a h u n te r ’s life p ro ved  to be a principal that w a s  loo  deep  to  
be contro lled  by legislation. Up on  judgm ent o f  their  institutions y o u  soon  
realize that the league w a s  des igned  to be  an elaboration o f  the family  
relationship. T heir  traditions, laws, rules  and type of  adm inistration w e r e  
passed  d o w n  th ro u gh  m any g e n era tion s  and still survive  today. T he  
g o v ern m e n t  w a s  organ ized  and adm in is tered  on  the sam e basis that our  
individual states bear to th e  United States.

T h e  relations b e t w e e n  ruler and peop le  w e r e  m ere ly  th o se  o f  sach em s  
and fo l low ers .  Fifty sach em sh ip s  w e r e  created  w h e n  the  league w a s  
form ed . Sachem s w e r e  titles for th ose  m en  w h o  w e r e  v ested  w ith  su p rem e  
p o w e r s  in the  Iroquois C onfederacy . T h ese  sa ch e m sh ip s  w e r e  hereditary  
but u n d er  limited laws. T h e  sach em sh ip s  w e r e  distributed  unequally  
b e tw e e n  the nations. Nine of  the sach em sh ip s  w e r e  g iven  to the  M o h a w k  
nation, five to the Onedia, fou rteen  to the O nondaga, ten to the  Cayuga and  
eight to th e  Seneca. T h e  sa ch em s  form e d  th e  Council o f  the  League and  
from  this co u n ci l  the ex ecu t iv e  legislative and judicial authority  reigned.  
T h e O nondaga nation w a s  m ade both  the keep er  o f  th e  Council o f  Brand  
and the  k eep ers  o f  the  Council o f  W am p u m . T h e  Council o f  th e  League  
dec lared  w a r  and peace ,  sent and rece ived  em bassies ,  en ter ed  into treaties,  
rece ived  n e w  m e m b e r s  into the  League and e x te n d e d  its pro tect ion  over  
feeb le  Indian tribes. T h e  stru ctu res  o f  the princip les  o f  g o v ern m en t ,  law s  
and treaties  w e r e  reco r d e d  by the Council  o f  W a m p u m  and the Council of  
Brand.

T h e  individual nations th ou gh  w e r e  entire ly  in d e p en d e n t  of  o n e  
another.  Each n ation ’s sa ch em s adm in istered  the affairs of  that nation; th ey  
regu lated  local and  d om est ic  matters. Next to th e  sach em s  in posit ion  w e r e  
the  chiefs .  T h e  off ice  o f  ch ie f  w a s  m ade elective  w ith o u t  any p o w e r  of  
descen t .  No limit to the  n u m b e r  of  ch ie fs  w a s  established. T h e  position w a s  
a re w a r d  o f  merit. T h e  Iroquois had no  distinct c lass o f  w a r  ch ie fs—if a 
sa ch e m  had to go  out to w a r  he  put aside his official role and b ec a m e  a 
co m m o n  warrior .  H o w ever ,  the principle  w a r  captains w e r e  fo u n d  am on g  
the  ch iefs .  It w a s  law fu l  for any w a rr io r  to orga n ize  a party o f  individuals  
and direct their  actions and efforts: thus  th e  belie l  that the Iroquois’ 
w arlike  w a y s  w e r e  n oth in g  m ore  than personal ad ven tu res .  W h en  several  
nations w e r e  unit ing into o n e  body  to w a g e  war, th e  posit ions ot tw o  
military ch iefta in s  w e r e  established . T h ese  w a r  ch ie fsh ip s  w e r e  m ade  
hereditary . T h e  Iroquois w e r e  ruthless  but c o u ra ge o u s  w arr iors  and their  
reputation  o f ten  p ro cee d e d  their attack. Inhabitants ot villages o ften  fled  
b efo r e  the Iroquois could  strike.

T h e  Iroquois c u r r en cy  is o f ten  r e fe ir e d  to as w a m p u m . T h e  w o rd  
w a m p u m  is not o f  Iroquois origin. W a m p u m  beads  w e r e  rarely w o i ’n and  
valu ed  highly. T h e  beads w e r e  used  foi- religious purposes ,  to p reserve



laws and to p reserv e  treaties. VVampiim is m ade ol the co ncii  siiell vviiich 
lias both  w h ite  and pui’ple beads. A full string o f  wampLiin is usually three  
feet long  and conta ins  m ore  than a d o zen  strands. In ancient times six 
strands o f  w a m p u m  w e r e  o f fere d  to overlook  a m urder. I’h e s e  six strands  
of  w a m p u m  w e r e  o f fere d  as rem u n era tio n  to th e  family o f  the victim.

All personal ornam ents and belongings could be passed from person to 
person at a fixed value, but it appears that the Iroquois had no common 
standard of currency. W hen the Europeans appeared wam pum  would  
com e closest to a type of currency because it was valuable and had various 
different uses. W hen it was sold the strings w ere w orth a one-half cent per 
bead. A belt would contain several thousands beads and could be valued at 
a high rate.

In conclusion, it seem s evident that the Irocjuois nation was rigidly 
structured and more complex than is generally known. No other Indian 
people throughout North America reached their level or organization. The 
Iroquois w ere a unique and pow erful Indian people w ho deserve greater 
recognition for their elaborate social structure, laws and advan(;ed 
govermental administration.
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T h e  S o c i a l  C o n d i t i o n s  o f  T h e  A m e r i c a n  
S l a v e  F r o m  C h i l d h o o d  t o  M a t u r i t y *  

L a w r e n c e  S c h i ld e r

If the  y o u n g  black child w a s  s tron g  e n o u g h  to  survive  th e  rigors o f  in
fancy, he  w a s  th en  able to ex p er ie n ce  the m an y  joys o f  ch ild hood. O ften  the  
black child w o u ld  play w ith  w h ite  children, not k n o w in g  that th ere  w e r e  
d if feren ces  in equality b e tw e e n  them . T o geth er  th ey  w a n d e r e d  a ro u n d  the  
plantation hav ing  fun. T h ey  w o u ld  go  f ish ing or  hunting. Som etim es  they  
w o u ld  raid w a te r m e lo n  or  potato  p atch es  or go  b erry  picking. At this age  
the black child did not k n o w  that h e  w a s  a slave. He had no real w orr ies .  
T h e ex c item en t  o f  his early y ea rs  and his c lo se n e ss  w ith  w h ite  ch ild ren  
so m et im e s  b lu rred  th e  black child’s v ision o f  th e  fact that he  w a s  a slave.

Most y o u n g  slaves beg an  their  w o r k in g  lives b e fo r e  th e  age o f  ten  by  
d oing  light w ork .  This b eg in n in g  labor w a s  the first realization for  th e  black  
child  that he  w a s  on ly  a slave anci the  w h ite  child w a s  a free  and su p er ior  
p erson . O ne o f  th e  m ost im portant lesson s  for  the black child to learn  w a s  
to b e  very  ca utio us  about w h a t  he  said a r ou n d  w h ite  people.  O ne reason  
m o th er s  w e r e  so p ersis ten t  in telling their  ch ild ren  to b e  carefu l  w a s  
b ec a u se  so m e  plantation m asters  tried to u se  th e  black child to spy  o n  his  
parents.

Black parents  taught their  ch ild ren  to be  h on e st  and  not to lie. Stricter  
p aren ts  taught th em  not to rebel against their  m asters ,  and  e v e n  to accept  
personal abuse.  To accep t  personal ab u se  and to w a tc h  th e  a b u se  o f  his  
family w a s  m ost  difficult for  th e  y o u n g  slave. Yet parents  taught  their  
ch ild ren  o b e d ien c e  as a m ea n s  to avoid pain or  e v en  death. T h ere  w e r e  a 
m inority  o f  parents,  h o w ev e r ,  w h o  taught their ch ild ren  to fight against  
their  m asters  or  o v e rse er s  in or d e r  to p rotect  th e  family.

As the  black child g r e w  o lder  and b egan  to w o r k  regulary, h e  also  
b eg an  to u n d e rs ta n d  his posit ion  as a slave. His day b eg a n  just b e fo r e  
su n r ise  and  en d e d  at dusk, w h e n  h e  w a s  able to re tu rn  to his quarters. D u r 
ing the  w in te r  his w o rk in g  day w a s  sh orter  than in th e  su m m e r  b eca u se  
th ere  w a s  less daylight.

T h e  majority o f  slaves lived in p o o r ly -con stru cted  cabins  in little 
villages, called quarters ,  w ith in  sight o f  the  m a ster ’s h o u s e  or  th e  o v e r s e e r ’s 
cottage. A major c a u se  o f  d isease  a m o n g  slaves w e r e  the  cabins  th ey  lived  
in. T h ey  w e r e  low, cr a m p ed  and filthy. T h e  logs w e r e  d ecayed ,  th e  f loors

*Subm iUe(i to Pi'ofessor llerbort I’oster, llis lo i v 144, A m erican Civilization, Spring 1981.
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open, and tlie roofs  leaked. Som e cabins w e r e  no m o re  than tw e lv e  scjiiare 
feet, w ith  no w in d o w s .  At t im es th ere  w e r e  gaps o f  sev en  in ch es  b e tw e e n  
boards; th ere  w a s  n oth in g  to p revent  th e  e lem en ts  from  co m in g  in. I’he  
average cabin had only  a small clay ch im n ey ,  w a s  u n fu rn ish e d  and u n 
painted.

Only a small p ercen ta g e  o f  p lantation o w n e r s  took the  tim e to h o u se  
their slaves in sn u g  cabins c o v ered  w ith  w eath er-b oa rd in g  and shingles.  
Som e o f  t h ese  b etter  cabins w e r e  ev en  m ad e out o f  brick and w e r e  elevated  
tw o  feet  ab o ve  the  g ro u n d  to m ake th em  w e a th erp ro o f .  S om e ev en  put up  
m osquito  bars and fu rn ish ed  the  cabins  w ith  d ecen t  bedding. T h e se  cabins  
had partitions w h ich  separated  th em  into room s. S om e had brick  
fireplaces, c losets  w ith  locks and front and rear doors.  T h ese  cabins w o u ld  
also have w in d o w s  w ith  h in ged  w o o d e n  shutters .  T h e  quarters  co n s is ted  o f  
single or  dou b le  r o w s  o f  cabins. T h ese  typ es  o f  quarters  w e r e  on ly  fou n d  
rarely, and th en  on ly  a m o n g  the  w e a lth ier  plantations.

W h en  a slave w a s  ready  to m arry  he had  to have th e  p erm iss ion  o f  his 
master. On m ost  plantations, m asters  re fu sed  to allow o n e  o f  their  slaves to 
m arry  a slave be lo n g in g  to an o th er  plantation. Occasionally , a b en evo len t  
m aster  w o u ld  p u r ch a se  th e  slave from  a n o th er  plantation so that the  tw o  
cou ld  b e  together .

After m arriage m a n y  m a sters  igno red  th e  co u p le  as long as their  
beh avior  did not disturb a n y o n e  else. On th e  o th er  hand, s o m e  m asters  re
quired  that the  h u sb a n d  pro vide  th e  fire w o o d  for  his cabin as w e ll  as care  
for his w ife .  In turn  th e  w ife  did the  sew in g ,  w a sh in g  and cooking. If any  
pro b lem s arose  in this a rra n g em en t  the m aster  w o u ld  punish  e ith er  the  
husband , w ife ,  or  both. In en fo rc in g  discipline so m e  m asters  w h ip p e d  both  
h u sb an d  and w ife  if th ey  had loud a r g u m en ts  or fights. If s laves o f  d ifferent  
plantations w e r e  a l low ed  to m arry  they  cou ld  b e  p u n ish ed  by their  m asters  
by not bein g  a l low ed  to visit o n e  another.  If a c o u p le  w a n te d  a d ivo rce  they  
had to get the approval o f  their m aster.  S om e m asters  let their  slaves  
ch a n ge  s p o u ses  as o f ten  as th ey  w a n te d  to; but so m e o th er  m asters  m ad e  
the  s lave g ive  h im  a certain  t im e notice . Before th ey  co u ld  rem arry  they  
might hav e  to rece ive  tw en ty -f ive  lashes.

O ne o f  th e  m ost  hum ilating th ings  a m an had to w a tch  w a s  the  beating  
o f  his d isrobed  w ife  or  child. T h e  sexual a b u se  o f  the  black w o m a n  by her  
w h ite  m aster  took a terrible  toll on  the  black male. T h e  slave freq u en tly  
co u ld  do little or  n o th in g  to protect  his w ife  from  this sexual abuse.  Pro
bably th e  w o r s t  p u n ish m en t  for  any slave w a s  to see  his family b ro k en  up  
forcibly. This w a s  a h au n tin g  and  co n stan t  possibility  that m ad e the  slave's  
life m iserab le.  This threat w a s  a m eth o d  o f  discipline u sed  e f fect ive ly  by  
m an y slave o w n ers .

W h en  a fem ale  s lave w a s  p regn an t  it w a s  the m aster  w h o  d ec id ed  w h at  
kind o f  care  and attention, if any, sh e  w o u ld  receive .  Slave w o m e n  usually  
w o rk ed  up until a cou p le  w e e k s  b e fo r e  the child w a s  born. Fhe w o m a n
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might be g iven  a f e w  days o f  rest w h e r e  sh e  w o u ld  not have to w o r k  after  
the  baby w a s  born. T h e  m aster  w o u ld  then  establish the  n u rsin g  routine  
for the baby. On m any plantations the w o m e n  had no t im e to prep are  any  
breakfast  and usually w o rk ed  a hard day so that they c o u ld n ’t give their  
children  m u ch  attention. W h en  the child w a s  very  y o u n g  he w a s  placed in 
the  hand s o f  an elderly  w o m a n  in charge. Either w ay,  the child w a s  usually  
neg lected .  Som etim es  th ese  y o u n g  infants w e r e  fed irregularly. T h e y  su f
fered  from  a variety o f  i l lnesses. Since th ey  usually w e r e  cared  for  by  ig
norant w o m e n ,  m any o f  th ese  infants died.

A class s tru ctu re  ex isted  w ith in  the slave co m m u n ity  itself. Som etim es  
b o n d sm e n  d isapproved  o f  troub lem akers  b ec a u se  they co u ld  ca u se  all o f  
the slaves to suffer.  But in m ost ca ses  the  o n e  slave out o f  th e  gro u p  w h o  
w o u ld  ch a llen ge  slave discipline w a s  admired. T h e  r u n a w a y  w h o  k n e w  
h o w  he w o u ld  su ffer  if caught,  y e t  still ran away, w a s  m u ch  admired.  
T h er e  w a s  a great fee l ing  o f  tr ium ph not only  for him but also for th e  oth er  
slaves. 7'he slave w h o  could  trick his m aster  w a s  highly re sp e c ted  by  the  
o th er  slaves. T h e  u n le ttered  slave rarely w o n  distinction. T h e  on ly  w a y  a 
slave co u ld  be  any th in g  w a s  if b e  had sharp w its  or  s trong  m uscles ,  
preferab ly  both. T h ese  w e r e  im portant e lem en ts  for a s lave’s survival.  
Usually th ere  w a s  o n e  slave w h o  w a s  looked-up to for leadership.  He often  
held a m agical s w a y  o ve r  the  m inds o f  the o th er  slaves. A carpenter ,  
blacksmith, co o p e r  or  co b b ler  w a s  h igher  in the  internal c lass s tru ctu re  o f  
th e  slaves than a field slave. Also, a plantation co o k  had m an y  advantages  
o v er  the o th er  slaves. If a slave co u ld  h u m o r  th e  m aster  or be  his “foo l” he  
w a s  better -o ff  than th e  others.  A slave m ight also reach  th e  u p p er  level in 
his s lave society  th ro u gh  intim ate contact  w ith  his m aster. M any dom est ic  
slaves w e r e  p ro u d  o f  their posit ions,  m o re  re fin ed  m a n n ers  and  sp ee c h  and  
h a n d so m e  c lothes.  O ther slaves b ra gged  about the fact that their m asters  
paid goo d  m o n e y  for  th e m  and w o u ld  not sell them . For exam ple,  a $ 1 ,20 0  
slave m ight feel su p er ior  to a $70 0  slave.

Cruelty to w a rd s  the slave w a s  co m m o n .  T h e re  w e r e  so m e  m a sters  w h o  
w e r e  drunks, p sy ch o p a th s  or  sadists w h o  tortured  or  ev en  killed their  
s laves for a m u sem e n t.  Cruelty w a s  not perpetrated  by th e  u n b a lan ced  
alone. If, for exam ple ,  a plantation o w n e r  had a fight w ith  his w ife  he  just 
might take ou t  his anger  on  his slaves. T h ere  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o m e  small  
slave o w n e r s  w h o  w e r e  in c lose  contact  w ith  their  slaves and treated  them  
m ore  b en evo len tly .  T h e  o v e r se er s  appo inted  to w a tc h  o v er  the slaves  
se ld o m  felt any personal a ffect ion  for the  slave. T h e  o v e r seer  s e e m e d  to 
h ave little co n f id e n c e  in using  rew a r d s  or  in cen tives  as a m eth o d  o f  keep ing  
the slave in line. Most o f  th em  p re fe rr e d  to u se  physical fo rc e  for  discipline. 
T hus, m an y  slaves had p erm a n en t ly  scarred  backs and o th ers  w e r e  left 
cr ippled  as a result  o f  this horrib le  treatm ent.

In co n clu s ion ,  most slaves had sev er e  m asters  and w e r e  co nsis tent ly  
abused . T h e  male slave w a s  rarely able to p rotect  his family. Families could
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be broken-up  and life in gen eral w as m iserable; yet th e  slave tried to find  
th ings to raise his spirits, hi th e  final analysis, even  if the slave had a 
hum ane m aster he w as still a slave.
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T h e  D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  A p a r th e i d  
A n d  T h e  F i r s t  A n g lo -B o e r  W ar*  

P e t e r  W il l ia m s

T he First A nglo-Boer W ar (1881) w as a w ar o f econ om ics, as m any w ars  
are. It w as fou gh t in th e  T ransvaal at a tim e w h en  it seem ed  that th e  British 
w e r e  w eak en in g . T his cam e after the d iscovery  o f d iam onds in K im berley  
and gold  e ls e w h e r e  in th e  T ransvaal. T he British had an n exed  o th er  parts  
o f South  A frica and dream ed  o f  a U nion u n d er British control. But the  
in d ep en d en t A frikaaners w ou ld  not stand for it, esp ecia lly  s in ce  th e  D utch  
and British w e r e  traditional en em ies.

T he Boer v ictory  gave th e  T ransvaal and o th er  rep u b lics an 
op p ortu n ity  to d evelop  th eir  eco n o m ies and racist op p ress ive  p o lic ies to th e  
fu llest ex ten t. I w ill d iscu ss th ese  top ics starting w ith  th e  first E uropean  
con tacts w ith  South  A fricans, to the W ar and b eyon d .

T h e first con tact o f  E urope and Sou th ern  A frica resu lted  from  th e  
su ccessfu l a ttem p ts o f  th e  P ortu gu ese  to  d iscover  a trade rou te  to  India, 
w h ich  w o u ld  not have b een  accom p lish ed  if V asco da Gama had not 
solic ited  th e  help  o f  a M uslim  navigator, w h om  he p icked  up on  th e  east 
coast o f A frica after  rou n d in g  th e  Cape o f Gooti Hope. A fter doing  this, th e  
P ortu gu ese  had a virtual m on op oly  on trade w ith  th e  East th ro u g h o u t th e  
six teen th  cen tu ry . W hen  Phillip II o f Spain ga in ed  con tro l o f P ortugual at 
th e  end  o f the six teen th  cen tu ry , he c lo sed  the trad ing  port o f  L isbon to  th e  
D utch , w h o  w ere  the m ost im portant trad ers w ith  th e  P ortu gu ese  in their  
eastern  good s. T his w as d on e  as an attem pt to d ep rive th e  D utch  o f their  
m ain so u rce  o f  w ea lth  and th u s to crash  their p o w er  to  resist a Spanish  
tak eover o f  th e  N etherlan ds. But th is plan proved  fatal to Spanish and  
P ortu gu ese  in terests . For th e  D utch , d eterm in ed  to trade, sen t out an  
exp loratory  exp ed ition  to the east in 1598, and by 1602 had estab lish ed  the  
D utch  East India C om pany.

Fifty y ea rs  after  its foun dation , the C om pany felt the n eed  to p au se  for  
re fresh m en t on th e  long  and ard u ou s journey  (the death  rate on  th e  voyage  
w as o ften  as h igh  as 50 percent). D uring the first half o f th e  sev en teen th  
cen tu ry  th ey  usually  stop p ed  at St. Helena, the Cape, or M auritius. For 
severa l d ecad es the D utch  sh ips m ade a practice o f putting into T able Bay 
to take in fresh  w ater , to  barter w ith  the H ottentots, for  m eat, and to find  
tJie latest in form ation  about th e  affa irs o f E urope or Asia in d isp atch es th ey

*SiibniilUKl to I’l'o lessor lle i lx'i t I ' o s U m' ,  llis lo rv  207, History ol Africa, la ll 1980.
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left on e an o tlier  u n d er inscribed  s to n es .' I'hen in 1647 L eendert Janssen  
w as sh ip w reck ed  in T able Bay w ith  the o f th e N o o r d  H a r lem ,  and after his 
return  to th e  N etherlands he p resen ted  a report advising the C om pany to 
fou n d  a perm an en t re fresh m en t station  at th e  Cape. Largely b ecau se  o f the  
im m in en ce o f th e  A nglo-D utch W ar o f 1652—54 th e  d irectors o f the  
C om pany even tu a lly  agreed  to this proposal. I’h ree  sh ips w ere  to take out 
build ing m aterials, seed s, and farm  im plem ents, and 90 m en w ere  to build a 
fort and d evelop  a vegetab le  garden.

To com m an d  th is exp ed ition  the D utch  ch o se  Jan van R iebeeck, a 
doctor by train ing, w h o  had already six y ea rs  o f com m ercia l ex p er ien ce  
w ith  the C om pany. He landed at the Cape on  7 April 1652 and rem ained  ten  
years. T he first ab orig in es w h o m  van R iebeeck cam e across w ere  the  
H ottentots; th e  S tandlopers (B eachcom bers) at the coast; and about eighty  
or n in ety  m iles to th e  east, the nom adic, ca ttle-ow n in g  tribes w h o  w ere  
accu stom ed  to  take th eir  cattle period ically  to graze  at the Fable M ountains, 
w h ere  th e  D utch  m ade their  settlem en ts. T hey  righ tfu lly  regarded  the  
D utch  as in tru d ers in their dom ain , esp ecia lly  w h en  it b ecam e c lear that the  
D utch  w ere  th ere  to stay.

T he D utch  w e lco m ed  th e  H otten tots from  w h om  th ey  cou ld  p u rch ase  
cattle for  cop p er w ire  and beads, but it w as not lon g  b e fo re  the q u estion  o f  
grazing  rights brou gh t about the first d ifferen ces  b e tw een  b lacks and  
w h ites . T he H otten tots fou n d  that y ea r  after  yea r  m ore o f their valuable  
p astu rage land w as b ein g  en c lo sed  by D utch  forts and h ou ses . T hey  
resisted  th is exp an sion  by guerrilla  w arfare  w h ich  failed, and at th e  en d  o f  
his ten  y ea r  stay van R iebeeck rep orted  that th e  H otten tots w e r e  foi'ced to 
reco g n ize  D utch  occupation .^  T hu s th e  H otten tots w e r e  the first v ictim s o f  
th e  v icious cyc le  o f  occu p ation , resistan ce , w ar, and con q u est, en d in g  in the  
d isp osses ion  w h ich  ran th e  co u rse  o f  South  A frican h istory .

Van R iebeeck  freed  n in e  m arried m en  from  their  con tracts  w ith  the  
C om pany (they w e r e  k n ow n  as free  burghers). T his w as d on e partly to 
provide a ch eap er  form  o f  d e fen se  against the in d igen ou s p eop les and  
partly b eca u se  h e  th ou gh t that a rigidly con tro lled  p rod u ction  by n o n 
officia l farm ers w o u ld  b e  less  exp en sive  than  state prod u ction . T his free  
b u rgh er class in creased  and began  to m ove ea stw a rd s tow ard s the fertile  
valleys o f S te llen b osch  and D rakenstein . And by the end  o f  the sev en teen th  
cen tu ry  th e  population  sw elled  w ith  th e  influx o f  D utch  and Germ an  
settlers w h o m  the C om pany h elp ed  find  land.

D uring  th e  g o v ern o rsh ip s o f Sim on Van de Stel (1679—99) and his son  
W. A. V ander Stel (1699—1707), th e  C om pany m ade its o n e  ser iou s e ffort to 
en co u ra g e  im m igration  by bringing  in D utch  and (ierm an  im m igrants. 
T h ere w e r e  also abou t 200  French  H u guenots, w h o  cam e to the co lon y  
flee in g  th e  p ersecu tio n  o f  th e  F rench Rom an C atholic C hurch, hi a 1707  
cen su s  th ere  w as a b u rgh er popu lation  o f  1 ,779 m en , w o m en , and ch ildren , 
ow n in g  1 ,107  slaves.-^ T he C om pany did not w an t to  estab lish  a N ew
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N elheniands in Sou lli A frica. N everth eless by 1795 the w h ite  population  
had gi'ovvn to 15,000, m ainly d ue to natural in creases and less to 
in iin igration , w h ich  w as not encoui'aged . By n ow  South A frica w as their  
hom e and they  also sp ok e A frikaans, Iheir o w n  language.

As the Cape C olony g rew  in population  and size, th e  n eed  for unskilled  
labor also g rew . At first th ere  w as no in ten tion  on  the part o f the C om pany  
to en co u ra g e  racial d iscrim ination . To sh o w  approval for inter-racial 
m iscegnation  th e  su rgeon  o f the original se ttlem en t w as g iven  a prom otion  
and w ed d in g  feast in the com m ander's h o u se  w h en  he m arried  a H ottentot 
lady called  FLva.'̂  Sim on Van D er Stel w as the son  o f an Indian w om an .

I ’he situation  began  to  ch an ge  in the early 1700’s, w ith  the in creased  
im portation  o f  slaves from  W est Africa, D elgoa Bay and the M alagasy  
R epublic (M adagascar). T he Cape C olony had a slave p opulation  o f 17 ,000  in 
1795. T h ere  w as a large am ount o f adu ltery  b e tw een  w h ite  m en  and slave  
w om en . M ost o f the slaves w e r e  th e  prop erty  o f farm ers, for  w h om  they  
w e r e  th e  m ain labor force . (3thers w e r e  o w n ed  by th e  C om pany and the  
Cape T o w n  B urghers, and a few  by trek b oers. T heir  trea tm en t w as m ild (as 
m ildly as slaves are treated) but stead ily  d eteriora ted  and the 1754 slave  
co d e  w as very  op p ressive .'’ T he trek b oers advan ced  into H ottentot lands 
after th e  latter w ere  d evastated  by w ar and an ep id em ic  o f sm all pox in 
1713. A fter the loss o f  their  cattle and in d ep en d en ce , they w ere  red u ced  to  
the level o f serfs, and b ecam e the m ain labor fo rce  o f th e  trek b oers, w h o se  
dem an d s th ey  w e r e  to satisfy. A lthough  th ere  w as a certa in  am ount o f  
sexual m ixture am ong th e  w h ite  m en  and H ottentot w om en , interm arriage  
had b een  ru led  u n law fu l s in ce  1685.^’ T h e o ffsp r in g  o f th is in terco u rse  
w ere  usually  d iso w n ed  by their fa th ers and b ecam e k n ow n  as Bastaards; 
som e en tered  into serv ice , w h ile  o th ers retreated  b e fo re  th e  advance o f  the  
trek b oers, b ecom in g  trekk ers th em selves . As th e  H otten tots jn on op olized  
m anual labor th e  w h ites  d eve lop ed  an attitude o f natural su p eriority  over  
the blacks. T his attitude w as ev en  m ore p revalen t on  th e  cattle farm s o f the  
in terior, w h e r e  th e  w h ites  w e r e  iso lated  and su rrou n d ed  by large n u m b ers  
o f b lacks w h o  cou ld  rebel at any m om ent. T h ey  b elieved  th e  on ly  w ay  to 
p rotect th em se lv es w as to treat the w o rk ers harsh ly  and su p p ort each  
o th er  a lw ays. T hu s, the attitude o f w h ite  su p eriority  w as d evelop ed  and  
s tren g th en ed  in an a tm osp h ere  o f fear and w as strongly  b elieved  by the  
farm ers.

rh e  Calvinist religion , w h ich  th e  D u tch  brou gh t, served  to au gm en t th is  
problem , for it tau ght that m en  are d ivided from  birth into th e  ch o sen  and  
the dam ned . T h ou gh  th e  ch u rch  did not accept it, th e  ord in ary  farm er  
cam e to b elieve  th e w h ites  to b e  th e  “h a v es” and th e  su b ord in ate  b lacks th e  
“h ave-n ots”, and that the d istin ction  b e tw een  the tw o  w as in accord an ce  
w ith  the w ill o f  God.

rh e  B ushm en w e r e  still m ore prim itive than their  H ottentot broth ers  
and sisters. B efore w h ite  settlem en t began they w ere  driven  in to  th e  mor’e
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arid and n iou la in ou s parts o f South A frica by the H ottentots and oth er  
tribes. A lthough ev ery o n e  w as against them , iiiey  tried to su rvive as best 
they cou ld  by m aking hit-and-run raids to get sh eep  and cattle for Ibod, and  
if corn ered  w ere  able to kill their en em ies w ith  p o ison ed  arrow s. As the  
trek b oers en tered  B uslim en  cou n try  and started  to su ffer  from  the raids, 
they organ ized  Boer com m an d os to hunt d ow n  and kill them . T ow ard  the  
end  o f th e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  several B ushm en bands m ade a p ro longed  
stand; op eratin g  from  m ou n ta in s along th e n orth ern  fr in ges o f w h ite  
in trusion . T lie com m an d os gradually w o n  out, m urd erin g  2 ,500  B ushm en  
and cap turing  650 in the d ecad e en d in g  in 1795. T h ose  cap tu red  w ere  
ch ildren , and w ere  taken into slavery.

T heir slave ex p er ien ces w ith  H otten tots and B ushm en have had 
im portant and longlastin g  e ffec ts  on th e  racial attitudes o f A frikaaners 
tow ard s all n on -w h ites. M ost o f th e  b lacks they cam e in con tact w ith  w ere  
at a low  cultural level com paratively , so th e A frikaaners ten d ed  to think  
th em selves innately  su p erior  to o n e  and all. T he d isp laced  A frican s’ claim  to  
their  b irth p lace w as n ever  a ck n ow led ged  by the A frikaaners. rh ey  w ere  
just b ru sh ed  aside or taken over.

In th e  co u rse  o f the N apoleon ic W ars, th e  Cape w as cap tu red  by a 
British naval and m ilitary force  in S ep tem b er 1795, nom inally  on  b eh a lf o f  
th e  P rince o f  O range w h o  had taken re fu g e  in England aw ay  from  th e  
D u tch  repu b lican s. In their struggle w ith  F rance th e  British co n sid ered  it 
essen tia l n ot to let th e  Cape fall into en em y  hands, and until th e T reaty  o f 
A m iens a hold  w as kept on  it for  strateg ic  reasons.

A fter 1870 the South A frican eco n o m y  w as rapidly tran sform ed . 
P reviously  South  A frica had b een  a p au p er cou n try , w ith  m ost o f its 
inhabitants, black and w h ite , en gaged  in in effic ien t n ear-su b sisten ce  
farm ing; and it lacked the m ean s to  attract the capital and skilled p erson n el 
to create  the facilities o f a m od ern  cou n try . T hen  in 1867 d iam on ds w ere  
fou n d  a long the O range and Vaal rivers; in 1870 the dry d iam on d  diggings  
began  to be w ork ed  at Kimberly; and in 1886 the gold  rush  to the  
W itw atersran d  began  to ec lip se  all p rev iou s gold  ru sh es. Im m igration  
raised  the w h ite  pop u lation  from  about 32 0 ,0 0 0  in 1875 to 1 ,117 ,000  in 
1904. R ailw ay con stru ction  w as even  m ore sp on tan eou s. In 1870 th ere  
w ere  on ly  69 m iles o f railw ay track  in all o f  South  A frica, by 1886 th ere  
w ere  1,800 m iles o f  track and the line from  Cape T ow n  had reached  
Kimberly; by 1895 th ere  w ere  3 ,600  m iles o f  track and Joh an n esb u rg  w as  
c o n n ected  w ith  five ports: Cape T ow n , Port E lizabeth, East L ondon, 
L ou ren co  M arques, P ortu gu ese  East A frica and M ozam bique. I ’he Free 
State had b een  an n exed  in O ctober o f  1871 by Sir H enry Barkly, a n ew  high  
com m iss ion er  sen t to South  Africa to settle  th e d isp u te  b e tw een  tlie Free 
State, T ransvaal as w ell as w ith  th e  (ir iquas (w ho are d escen d a n ts o f pui'e 
H ottentot b lood  but m ostly  o f half-caste line^ige d u e to the extram arial 
relation sh ip s o f  w h ite  m ale South  A fricans) over  land.
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Lord C arnarvon, colonial secretary  in D israeli’s 1874 m inistry, hoped  
that the South A frican states and co lon ies m ight un ite  in an au ton om ou s  
fed eration  u n d er the British crow n . H aving failed in the south , C arnarvon  
tu rn ed  tow ard s the north  and fou n d  w hat h e  saw  to be prom ising. T he  
T ransvaal w as in political and eco n o m ic  turm oil, due to th e  w ea k n ess in th e  
lead ersh ip  o f  Thom as Francois B urgers. In 1876 th e  A frikaaners and Paul 
K ruger w ere  p lotting against him , and th e  trad ers w ere  con n iv in g  w ith  the  
Cape and Natal m erch an ts to b ring in the British. C arnarvon heard  their  
cries and com m iss ion ed  S h ep ston e to  annex  th e  T ransvaal. E ntering the  
repu b lic  in January 1877 w ith  tw en ty -five  p o lice  and a sta ff o f  seven , 
S h ep ston e an n exed  it in April in a proclam ation  w h ich  p rom ised  “th e  fu llest 
leg islative privileges com patib le  w ith  th e  c ircu m sta n ces o f  th e cou n try  and  
the in te lligen ce  o f the p eo p le .”^

But British rule in the T ransvaal w as n eith er  e ffic ien t nor tactfu l and  
th ere  w e r e  no e lec tion s. T hen  th e  Zulu W ar revea led  th e  w ea k n ess o f  
British arm s (the Zulu Nation w ith  th e ir  spirit for in d ep en d en ce  rev ived  by  
C etew ayo, rou ted  a large British fo rce  at Isandhlw ana in 1879 b e fo re  th ey  
w e r e  van q u ish ed  in th e  fo llow in g  year). By th is tim e th e  T ransvaalers, w h o  
had p assively  acq u iesced  in th e  ann exation , w e r e  m oving  tow ard  op en  
reb ellion  u n d er th e  leadersh ip  o f  Paul K ruger, Piet Joubert, and M.W. 
P retorious. Finally in 1881 th ey  rose  in rebellion , b esieged  th e  British  
garrison  in Pretoria and rou ted  a re lie f co lu m n  at B ronkhorstspru it. T roops  
w e r e  ru sh ed  up from  Natal b u t th ey  m et sev ere  ch eck  at Laings Nek. 
Shaken in his reso lu tion , G ladstone d ecid ed  to negotiate, b u t b efo re  any  
settlem en t cou ld  be reach ed  the final battle w as fou gh t at Majuba, w h ere  a 
British fo rce  w as w ip ed  out. G ladstone's m in istry , w h ich  assu m ed  o ffice  in 
Britain in 1880, failed to reform  th e  T ransvaal adm in istration  in tim e to  
avoid  the rebellion . And in 1881 at the P retoria C onvention  gave the  
T ransvaalers a qualified  in d ep en d en ce . T h ree  y ea rs  later they  a llow ed  th e  
repu b lic  full in ternal au ton om y, w h ile  m aintain ing British con tro l over  its 
foreign  relations w ith  all states excep t th e  Free State. T his w as reach ed  at 
the L ondon C onven tion  o f  1884. T hus C arnarvon’s project had com p lete ly  
failed but a u n ion  w as on ly  delayed .

South  A frica is a m icrocosm  in ou r w orld . In its races, relig ions and its 
p erilous d ivision  into “h a v es” and "have-nots”. Yet, a lone in th is w orld , it is a 
co u n try  in w h ich  a racial m inority  is com m itted  to p reserv in g  p o w er  in its 
o w n  hands, a policy  w h ich  is en fo rced  w ith  inequ itab le  law s im p osed  upon  
the m asses w ith  b ru te  force. T his state is doom ed . It m u st be. For a cruel 
con d ition , as the o n e  that ex ists in South  A frica can n ot be a llow ed  to exist 
am on g  m ankind. All the o th er  co lon ies in A frica have b een  felled  by the  
m ighty sw o rd  o f  m an ’s w ill be free  and th ink for  h im self.

It is possib le  for w h ite s  and n on -w h ites to  live togeth er  (Z im babw e is a 
cu rren t exam ple o f  this) b ut the South  A fricans’ p ersisten t ideas o f racism  
and apartheid  g overn m en t m akes th is im possib le. For the South  A fricans’
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ow n  racism  sp aw n s a cou n ter-racism  in an attem pt by the b lacks of South  
A frica to gain their  freed om  and keep th eir  cu ltural identity . Cluerrilla 
w arfare  is u sually  a slow  p rocess but if it is persisten t the op p ress ive  
agitators usually  lose out in th e  end . Cuba, Viet Nam, China, and th ese  
U nited  States are but a few  testam en ts to that. But it shou ld  be rem em b ered  
that w h en ev er  p ossib le  b lood sh ed  is a lw ays best avoided.

A p p e n d ix

Ethnic Groups

T h e  H otten to ts : H ottentot is a gen er ic  d esign ation  for a grou p  o f nom adic, 
m ainly pastoral p eop le (herd ing cattle and sheep), w h o m  th e first E uropean  
exp lorers o f Sou th ern  Africa fo u n d  in areas from  the Sw akop  to th e Buffalo  
River. T hey  are very  sim ilar to th e  B ushm en: on  th e  o n e  hand th ey  are 
physica lly  alike th e  B ushm en, w h ile  several grou p s in B otsw ana w h o  w ere  
prev iou sly  th ou gh t to be B ushm en on  th e  grou n d s o f  th eir  hu n tin g  and  
gath erin g  econ om y, have b een  said to speak H ottentot languages. W ar, 
d isease  and ab sorp tion  into th e  Cape C oloured  C om m unity have d im in ish ed  
m ost o f the original H ottentot grou p s. T h ose  that su rvive, su ch  as th e  Nama  
in South  and South  W est A frica (Namibia), have atta ined  E uropean  cu stom s  
and d ress. T h ey  m ainly live on  reserv es con tro lled  by th e  South  A frican  
g overn m en t (although the U nited N ations d eclared  an en d  to th e  m andate  
o f South  A frica over  Nam ibia in 1966)® and h ave taken  up  m ixed  farm ing  
and w ork in g  o u ts id e  th e  reserv e  for w ages.

T h ese  p eop le  are rapidly losing  their h eritage as A frikaans rep laces  
th eir  o w n  langu ages in th e  sch oo ls  and society . E xtended  fam ilies are less  
com m on  but m ay b e fo u n d  and are no lon ger  organ ized  in to  larger  
patrilineal group s.

T h e  B u sh m en :  T his is E uropean  term  u sed  to  d en o te  th ose  p eop le  o f  South  
A frica w h o m  the H otten tots originally  called  San.^

T he San w e r e  su p p osed  to b e  easily  id en tifiab le  by p h ysica l featu res, 
languages, and cu ltu re . T h ey  w e r e  first id en tified  by th eir  physical 
features: light co lo red  skin w ith  a ten d en cy  to  w rinkle; dark, curly  hair; flat 
faces and p latyrh in ian  noses; and stea top ygeia  (protruding  b u ttock s, m ore  
prom in en t du rin g  pregnancy). But n o n e  o f  th ese  fea tu res are exclu sively  
San, and th ey  are also sero log ica lly  related  to the H otten tots and Bantu. 
S econ d ly , so m e  B u sh m en  g ro u p s w h o  p ra ctice  th e  su p p o se d ly  
ch aracteristic  e co n o m y  o f  h u n tin g  and gath erin g  are said to speak
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H ottentot languages.
Most o f the B ushm en have b een  restr icted  by the g overn m en t to  the  

u n yie ld in g  sem i-arid areas, so that m any o f th em  have to w ork , tem porarily  
or perm an en tly , for w ages on E uropean farm s or to con tin u e  in a kind o f  
client relationsh ip  w ith  th e  o th er  A fricans (especially  th e T w ana), w h o m  
th ey  serve  as h u n ters, cattle h erd ers, or laborers in retu rn  for  p rovision  o f  
food , livestock , c lo th in g  and tobacco . T h erefore , th ey  no lon ger  fit into a 
distinct cu ltural ca tegory . In fact B ushm en w h o  can be c lassified  as being  
“tru e” nu m b er on ly  50 ,000 . T he m ajority live in B otsw ana (30,000) and the  
rest in Namibia (20,000).^*^

T h e  B an tu : T he m ain portion  o f  th e  South A frican population  con sists  o f  
black p eop le  sp eak ing  sou th ern  Bantu languages. T he first grou p  to en ter  
South A frica w ou ld  seem  to have b een  th e  group  o f tribes speak in g  the  
N guni d ialects. T h ey  o ccu p ied  w h at is n o w  Natal and had covered  m u ch  o f  
th e  eastern  Cape b e fo re  th e  arrival o f  V asco da Gama in 1498, and held  th e  
sam e grou n d  w h en  m et by the D utch  and E nglish in the e igh teen th  
cen tu ry . T h ere  are n orth ern  and so u th ern  Nguni. T he sou th ern  or Cape 
N guni con sist o f  severa l tribes m ostly  living in th e  T ranskei area: T he  
Pondo, T hem bu , Xhosa, Bom vana, M pondom ise and o th ers, in all 
n u m b erin g  w ell over  2.5 m illion.

T h e n orth ern  N guni inclu de th e  Zulu, Sw azi, Bhaca, Fingo, and o th ers  
also to taling over  2.5 m illion p eop le  in Natal and su rrou n d in g  areas. As a 
resu lt o f  the political upheavals o f  th e  early  n in eteen th  cen tu ry  associated  
w ith  th e  rise o f th e  Zulu k ing Shaka, severa l o ffsh o o ts  o f th e  n orth ern  
Nguni m oved  farth er  northw ard: th e  N debele o f  th e  Transvaal; the N debele  
(M atavele) o f Z im b abw e and the N goni o f  M alawi, Zambia and T anganyika. 
B ehind th e  N guni cam e o th er  p eop le  speak ing  Sotho d ialects, w h ich  are  
clo se ly  related  to N guni b u t lack th e  H ottentot derived  click (c,q,x) fo u n d  in 
th e  N guni langu ages. T he Sotho sp eak ers con sist o f  th e  sou th ern  Sotho, or  
Suto o f  Lesotho: and th e  n orth ern  Sotho o f  th e  T ransvaal (the Pedi, L ovedu, 
and others). In their eco n o m y  the Sotho p eop le  resem b le  th e  Nguni, but 
differ  in certain  o th er  respects; som e o f  th em  live in large to w n s  rather  
than in th e  d isp ersed  se ttlem en ts o f th e  N guni, and th ey  app rove o f  
m arriages b e tw een  cou sin s, w h erea s  the N guni proh ib it it.

W hile b lacks are th e  m ajority in South  Africa, th ey  are not th e  ru lers o f  
their o w n  fate. T h ey  are ruled  by a w h ite  m inority  o f m ixed E uropean  
orig in s (D utch, English, F rench, Germ an), w h o  have b een  p resen t in South  
A frica, starting w ith  the D utch sin ce  th e  estab lish m en t o f  the Cape C olony  
in 1652 by the D utch  East h idia C om pany.

T h ere  is also a sm all Indian population  in South  Africa. T h ey  w ere  
b rou gh t to Natal in 1860 as in d en tu red  servan ts in th e  centra l zon e. T h ere  
are also a few  h u n d red  C h inese and sm all n u m b ers o f M auritanians, St. 
H elenians, and o th ers living m ainly in th e to w n s.
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