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VOLPE REINSTATED BY CUNY

President To Retire in June; Sabatical to start February 94

by Andrea Rajas
and Shaista Husain

On Monday, November 22nd the
CUNY Trustees voted unanimously 11 to 0
to restore Volpe to his position as President
of CSL. In response to his reinstatement he
has dropped his Italian-American class ac-
tionlawsuit that was going tocharge CUNY
withdiscriminatory policies. Though Volpe
was reinstated as President, Dean of Pro-
vost DR, Felix Cardegna will be running
the college. It was agreed that Volpe will
retireon June 30 and until then he will have
his CUNY provided home on Grymes Hill
and $120,000 salary.

The New York Times reported
that the “trustees and university officials
portrayed the reinstatement as an act of
reconciliation.” Anagreement wasreached
in order to channel the opposition against
the consolidation program that she is over-
seeing. The other factor that is a concern to
the Board and the politicians is the growing
resistance from the students and faculty
throughout CUNY. Governor Cuomo and
Senator Marchi, an influential Republican
in the Senate, had intervened on behalf of
the President . :

Volpe Returns Impotent

President Volpe was fired by the Chan-
cellor and Trustees on October 25th. The
reason for his firing was never clear, but it
was believed that it was due to his mild
opposition to consolidation and his refusal
in giving the names of dissident students.
His return was
not a total sur-
prise because ne-
gotiations have
taken place over
the past few
weeks.

When asked’
about hisrehiring
the President re-
sponded that
though there was
resistance, there

inaugurationsand graduation ceremonies.
“My compromise with the Board has been
that they rescinded their action of October
25th and that is deemed to be interpreted
as if that had never taken place. My com-
promiseis that I request aleave of absence,
likea sabbatical until the 30thof Junewhen
I will retire.
The Provost
will be in
charge of the
college.”
When asked if
hethoughtthat
he was being
forced to retire
he responded
affirmatively.
When asked
why he ac-

was ample pres-

sure for his return. Governor Coumo had
lent a hand in the process. However, it
seems that his return is only a half-truth as
he will be taking a sabbatical starting Feb-
ruary 1st of 94 and will only oversee cer-
emonial events such as building

cepted such a
compromise he replied by saying that this
action will act as a healing solution be-
tween the two conflicting parties. He is
hoping that his return will help to make
the transition of the new administration
easier. ;

NYPIRG Addresses Associatio

by Laura Ojaste

A November 10 meeting of CSI Associa-
tion proved to be quite controversial. The
meeting covered the usual range of Asso-
ciation business from conference propos-
als, to Board of Trustee meeting updates.
Yet this particular meeting encompassed
the NYPIRG budget presentation.

Samaira Rifkin, chair of the Board of

Directors for NYPIRG, presented the bud-
get,along witha pro-Nﬁ’lRG speech which
described the many benefits derived by
students at CSI by NYPIRG's nce on
this campus. This includes the individual
projects which NYPIRG interns work on
such as The Book Exchange, Small Claims
Court and Toxics (which is currently fight-
ingtocleanuptheBrookfield AvenueLand-
fill). Samaira went on to also describe how
NYPIRG benefits students by making ad-
vocacy training available to all who are
interested.

After the initial NYPIRG speech the
Pirgersresponded to many questions, most
of which were specifically targeted at the
apparent incompleteness of the budget,
which was just a generalized categorical
allocation as opposed to a line by line
budget. The Association moved to request
that a line-by-line budget be submitted by
the time of the next Association meeting.

One item which was specifically ques-
tioned was the NYPIRG allocation to the
Voter Registration Drive. NYPIRG claims
to allocate $3,400 per year at CSI alone in
their Voter Registration Drive. It was ques-
tioned how this figure was determined
when NYPIRG had stated earlier in the
meeting that they utilized volunteers on

the individual campuses with the excep-
tionof thecampus project coordinator who
is a paid employer of NYPIRG. NYPIRG
representatives responded that this figure
included the cost of flyers and the graphics
to produce them, as well as the Voter Reg-
istration Hotline which they ran. How-
ever, again, this NYPIRG defense was
attacked on the grounds that their partici-
ants were volunteers, and that the phone
ill was picked up by Student Govern-
ment. _
NYPIRGresponded that they picked up
the tab for travel expenses and other costs
which students incurred while volunteer-
ing on the Voter Registration Drive. 2
NYPIRG wasattacked by board mem- £

ber Sherman Whipkey for failing to work & |

ontheConsolidation issue, which he stated %
was the “first all-encompassing CUNY is- 8
sue that has ever worked to join together 2
the CUNY students in one cohesive move-
ment”. Pirgers said that their failure to
work on the Consolidation issue was due
tothe fact that they area statewide organi-
zation, and that the CUNY issue does not
affect their SUNY represented schools.
Whipkey responded with ”Stmhangers
campaign fails to affect the SUNY schools
as well, yet you work on that issue”.
NYPIRG then pointed out that the Con-
solidation issue is one of CUNY curricu-
lum and not budget reductions, contrary
to what East 80th street has been claiming,
and stated that they have “never in the
history of NYPIRG interfered with a Cur-
riculum decision. This is the responsibil-
ity of Student Government”. Lou Piels,

CLASSROOM “BURN OUT”
Users Claim Building Makes Them Sick

by Laura Saba-Ojaste

A meeting was held on Thursday, November 18 to discuss ailments suffered by many
of the faculty, staff and students in building 2N.

This meeting was called as a result of the numerous complaints filed, many of which
reflected symptoms of what is commonly referred to as “sick building syndrome.”

Faculty and staff were re|
departments. Three students who f

John R. Oppenheimer, Ph.D and
ENVIRONME

presented from the History, Philosofhy, SLS and CUNY BA
uent building 2n were a

nna Gerstley, both from the CENTER FOR
AL SCIENCE at the College of Staten Island were present as well as Dr.

$O present.

Luo Piels, NYPIRG
NYPIRG's budget

Spitor, leaves we

NYPIRG's local spin doctor, also pointed
out that Student Government invited
NYPIRGonto ourcampusinthefirst place.

NYPIRG has agreed to submit a line by
line budget prior to the next CSI Associa-
tion meeting.

Other Business

The meeting also was the forum for
Student Government/CSI Association
member Ryan Monroe's presentation of a
CUNY wide budget to be utilized in the
fight against Consolidation. The budget

ary after intense Association meeg ing

What About Consolidation?

The President believes that his reinstate-
ment will pose no threat to consolidation. “I
do notbelieve that the Goldstein report [con-
solidation] is dead. He stated that someof his
opposition has been against the Chancellor’s
actions and to defend the basic needs of a
liberal arts education. “”My position has not
been to oppose Board policy ever.” He feels
that a minimum of liberal arts classes should
be offered at each campus.

When students were asked about Volpe’s
reinstatementand consolidation theanswers
were mixed. Murat Sacks, one of the student
organizers for the October 28th rally believes
that Volpe’s dismissal and return is of little
significance for students. “I don’t see how it
could have much bearing. If he s in or out it
is still a policy that comes down from 80th
street.” His feelings werethat studentsshould

nothavebeen led to think that Volpe's return
was such an important factor in relationship
to the greater issue of consolidation.

The issue of reinstituting Volpe seems to
be resolved, though in a dubious manner,
but the consolidation of CUNY is still going
forward.

called for the allocation of funds to pur-
chase T-shirts, and rent buses for rallies.
The budget was not approved, and will be
sent to the Executive Committee.

Finally, it was announced that the Board '
of Trustees has voted to allow US.S. to
once again receive their $.85 student activ-
ity fee, which had previously been sus-
pended. The fee will be reinstated for 3
semesters which will be followed by a ref-
erendum to determine whether or not it
will be continued.

memorandum also advised that the college should “scan for different organiccompoundsinthe
air” and that the “ventilation system be check and filters changed. Theventilation system should

be turned to it's maximum ca

pability. You should open the windows in office” The
memorandum also called for a “Bake-out” during wm i |

empty for two days, “the heat turned up, windows opened

the building should be oomPlehely
and ventilation accelerated”. This

process was scheduled to take place over the weekend of November 20 and 21.

A second memorandumdistributed by Robin

Michael G
Occupants of the building werealsoad

A Carey, Chairperson ofthe Economicsd
g Chairperson of History dept. on November 16 advised that “
kept open at all times, setting the hecitxszg/ooohng controls to keep tem,

,and
ows be
bearable.”

todrink water “continuously whilein thebuilding”

so that the dust accumulated in their bodies would be minimized.

Levine of the Engineering Science department. They have agreed to act on behalf of the
College to investigate the causes of the illness. Tests of the water and atmosphere are
being run while questionnaires are simultaneously being circulated which question the
symptoms of those who spend considerable time in the building. The College Voice was
asked to refrain from listing symptoms at this time so as to not n;fate the survey process.

A memorandum which circulated the History Dept. on November 15 stated that
numerous membersofthedepartment had becomesickdueto “eithermaterial in theventsystem,
which was released when the heat was turned on, or by the glue used to secure the rug.” The

Dean Pavia has responded to this situation ing to take the following actions:
1. Checkandcleanthevemsandcl:!}:gmgm. , i
2. Thoroughly clean the
3. Provide silicone to facilitate opening the windows.
4. Cooperateina “bake-out” . .
Both Professor Oppenheimer and Ms. Gerstle evaluated the building and did confirm the
severity of the lem.
Ifthe “bake-out” fails torectify thesituationit hasbeendetermined that specialists will be called
into survey the situation, , ;
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DiBiase Steps Down As Student Activities Director

by Thomas Deignan

Citing health concerns and the burden
of increased administrative responsibili-
ties, Allan DiBiase has stepped down as
the Director of Student Activities, a posi-
tion he held at CSI for two years. Mike
Daniels, the Campus Center Coordinator,
hasbeen named acting Director by Dean of
Students, Carol Jackson. Daniels, for the
time being, will handle the responsibilities
of both jobs.

“From the time I became the Director of
Student Activities, | was doing at least two
people’s work.” said DiBiase, who will
remain at CSI, working on a grant to create
acampus-widecomputer information sys-
tem. “Then as we moved toward the new
campus, the college really didn’t hire
people, within departments anyway, to
help us prepare the furniture and equip-
ment lists so it was like taking on another
person’s job.”

DiBiase also noted that he had to be on
the search committees involved in hiring
new staff members, and such added ad-
ministrative responsibilities were taking
away from the student-oriented responsi-
bilities of the Students Activities (SA) of-
fice. :

“After a while, you feel like there are so
many things to do and that they can’t be
done. Important things that you'veworked
on start to get edged out by all this type of
administrative stuff.” DiBiase continued.

Dance Class Out Of Step

by Luigi Kapaj

A decision to move dance classes from
the studioin Building K, Sunnyside, to that
campus’ former bookstore poses risks to
students, according to Prof. Loretta
DiBianca.

Classes will be held in the bookstore
untill nextsemester, at whichtime they will
moveto the Sunnyside gymnasium. No set
date has been given for completion of the
new dance facilities at Willowbrook.

“Iwas told that we would be moving to
the bookstore, or the theatre, or the Gym.
The theatre or the gym would have been
fine with me, for one semester.” Prof.
DiBiancasaid, referringtoearlier timetables
which put Willobrook's facilities complete
by the end of this semester.

The danger lies in the concrete floor of the

DiBiase also contended that the
CCNY tragedy, in which nine students
were killed after a celebrity basketball
game, added strict and strenuous regu-
latory responsibilities to all Directors
and Administrators involved with stu-
dent affairs at CUNY. The President
and SA Director at CCNY lost their
jobs in the wake of this incident.

CSI'smovetoits new Willowbrook cam-
pus also took its toll.

“Ithink (added responsibility) is a prob-

-lem a lot of SA Directors face, but under

the conditions of moving, and the special
things we needed to do to get ready, and
the fact thatthe help we got to do that work
didn’t come out until we were here, was
extraordinary. I think that’s beyond what
most SA Directors have to put up with.”
DiBiase explained. He said he has been

ndering this move since last April.

“The more traditional activities stuff,
such as advisement to organizations,
from publications to Students Govern-
ment to PDC (Program Development
Committee), none of these areas were
really getting enough advisement to
begin with. When we came to the new
campus, it meant that we had the po-
tential for expansion, we could have
worked cooperatively with students on
all this stuff if we had staff to do it. But
none of that could be done.”

offer anything over a level two class.”

“The first day I went in there, I stepped
on a nail,” said student. Charise Cureton.
“The floor is filthy, we have no mirror, and
it’s poorly ventalated. Sometimes there’s a
stench that won't quit. It’s smaller, and
we're crammed in there. Where we used to
have the whole floor, now we just have this
one mat.”

Therisk of injury was notaconcernofthe
Performing and Creative Arts department
(PCA), who,according to Security Director
Eugene Martinez, approved thedecision to
move the classes. “The K building was
closed primarily for safety reasons, and for
mechanical [mechanical meaning mainte-
nance] reasons also,” as put by Martinez.

. Security for the Sunnyside campus has
not been altered in any other way. Patrols

DiBiase said that he conveyed to Dean
Jackson that additional help was needed,
and that heis “convinced she carried those
concerns forward,” but added that he un-
derstands that “everyone suffers this bur-
den” at CSI. He added also that this is
“absolutely” a problem the next SA Direc-
tor will face.

Dean Jackson did not return phone calls.

“Students have suffered, and they are
not able to get the type of service they
should get. It pains me.” DiBiase said,
addressing the impact of this situation on
the student body. He then added, “It's not
irreparable, I just think we had a real op-
g:);ltunity to create change and the college

bled the ball.” DiBiase was quick to
acknowledge the fiscal and budget con-
straints that lead to such situations, and
reiterated that he felt, basically, that things
are tough all over. He did, however, offer
this analogy:

“CSI is on the short end of the stick,
within CUNY. And within CSI, Student
Activities and Student Services, stands as
CSlI stands within CUNY.”

Asked why this is the case, DiBiase said
that he understands that the college is at-
tempting to build up its academic pro-
grams, but added that the lack of priority
given to departments such as Student Ac-
tivities is “negligent.”

DiBiase’s wife does work in the

President’s office, however DiBiase said
that the dismissal of President Volpe had
nothing to do with his stepping down.
DiBiase’s reaction, now that he has
stepped down, is mixed.
“I physically feel better, which is most
important, however I horribly miss the

'peoplel worked with and not having those

peopleto work with now. I’ll also miss the
good relationships I had built up with
students.”

“We developed a plan, that fit into the
college’s plan, and this plan had some very
important things in it, things other than
running the building. And those are the
things that get lost, not the administrative
things the college demands you do. 1 was
unwilling to table those things (that were
in the SA plan).” DiBiase concluded.

In terms of options that could alleviate
the pressures that have mounted on the SA
office, DiBiase said there are no legitimate
ones. One that has been discussed in the
past is increased student say and partici-
pation in the day-to-day running of the
Campus Center. DiBiase, however,
branded this a “fantasy” simply because
students are not in a position to accept the
responsibility in the event of a serious
incident.

“Basically, we'll get told is to wait. Wait
for a better budget. Wait. Wait.” DiBiase
explained.

still go too the K building, and the ] build-
ing continues to house the day care center 9
which has the same security risks.

The problems should be remedied by @
next semester, when the classes willbeheld =

in the Gym, whose wooden floors pose M-

bookstore not having the give of a wooden
floor like that of the dance studio. “If you
jump and land on this floor, your knees just

into shock,” DiBianca conitnued. “It’s
really bad. I've had five or six dancers
injured...We don’t have a dance major, so

Garofolo

most of our classes are beginners. We don’t

little threat of injury.

./

Ph

Without studios at Willowbrook, Dance students have been relegated to the old bookstore Sunnyside

[ ead Poisoning Flourishes
In The Face Of Legislative Inaction

by Mary Ellen Saba

Lead Poisoning is the number one preventable envi-
ronmental health threat to our children today, according
to the New York State Department of Health.1 out of

every 2 children in New York could possibly be contami-

nated with Lead Poisoning.

"~ Atsmall levels, lead contamination can cause lowered
IQ impaired hearing, memory loss, stunted growth and
learning disabilities. At higher levels, lead poisoning can
induce seizures, comas, kidney dysfunction, and also
affects the peripheral nervous systems. At any level, lead
affects every function of the human body, and can cause
irreversible brain damage. New York City spends an
estimated $40,000 per child a year in medical and special
education costs for lead contaminated children.

One of the main causes of lead poisoning is the expo-
‘'sure to lead paint. The use of lead paint became illegal
nationwidein 1978. However, any home or building built

before that year could contain lead paint. Children under
the age of seven are at the highest risk, during their
developmental stages. A child can be exposed to lead in
several different ways, including drinking water, soil, lead
dust, ceramics, and paint chips. :

New York State SenatorVoKfer introduced The Workers

Certification Bill (S. 5159—B,) which would require chil-
drenundertheageof sevento be tested for lead poisoning.
It would also require that lead abatement workers be
certified. Altough a version of this bill was passed by the
New York State Assembly, Volker’s bill was killed in the
Senate.

" If the provisions of this bill are not passed, New York
will forfeit approximately 500 Million dollars a year in

federal funding under Department of Housini:nd Urban,

Development Guidlines. : These funds will be given to
other states that have approved simillar bills, such as New
Jersey and Massachusetts.

AN OGN N 20k 9
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At present, their are no set standards for lead clean up in
New York. The only way to hire a certified worker for lead
abatement is to hirean out of state contractor. Not only will
this bill set standards for lead clean-up in New York, it

ould also mean more jobs for New Yorkers. :

The Staten Island Advance récently quoted test results
of children on Staten Island with lead poisoning. Reported
cases of Lead poisoning jumped from 5 to 49 children.
Sincetesting is not mandatory, these results are not conclu-
sive. It is predicted that if this bill is passed, results will be
drastically higher because all children will be tested.

On campus efforts in making sure children are not
needlessly exposed to lead poisoning are being coordi-
nated by the New York Public Interest Research Group
(NYPIRG). Students have distributed postcards on cam-
pus aimed at passing the “Workers Certification Bill,”
aimed at putting pressure on local Senators.

ST THW 0T
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NYPIRG’S 20TH
ANNIVERSARY
CONFERENCE

by André Woods

The New York Public Research Group (NYPIRG) re-
cently celebrated their 20th annual student conference at
SUNY Binghamton.

Every fall semester, students from across New York
State conveneand discusstopicsthatarerelevanttotoday’s
students. Seminars held at the conference included: Get-
ting M.O.RE. for your money (Movement to Reinvest In
Education;) Lead Poisoning Prevention; Women in the
Movement for Social Change; Working the Media; Les-
bian, Gay, and Bisexual forces in Social Change; Success at
Last (organizing events on & off campus;) Building Di-
verse Campus Movements; So You Think You Want to be
a Lawyer; and New York City After the Elections.

One of the main focal points of the lectures was the
perceived apathy that infests college campuses today.
Students were motivated, then taught how to motivate
others.

The seminar “Getting M.O.R.E. for your money dealt
with NYPIRG’S campaign to deal with higher education,

the budget cuts, the lobbying of Governor Cuomo and |

each Legislator. At the College of Staten Island, NYPIRG
interns have been tabling in the Student Center, getting
students to fill out postcards to be sent to the Governor.

The lecture on lead poisoning hit home to much of the

CSl student body. Many students here are the parents of
small children, and live in areas where the risk of poison-
ing is high. Children are extremely susceptible to lead
poisoning.

Approximately 500 students from some 20 schools at-
tended the conference, including delegates from CUNY,
SUNY, and Private institutions. Students expressed inter-
est in attending NYPIRG’S spring conference at SUNY
Albany, which is tentatively scheduled for the first week in
March.

Humanitarianism or Barbarism?

by Ramzi Rouighi

Last Thursday, November 18th, Doctor George Rozos
presented an analysis on the moral construction of the
American society today, and its political implications on
the global level.

He took as example the new Humanitarian Spirit which
animates governmental policies. A phenomenological
method of study of the construction of our Morals helped
him uncover the layers which constituted what he called
Humanitarianism. He saw monotheism, libertarianism
and racism as the basis for the American move.

“Being human and making a duty of being so,” was the
subtitleof his presentation. Dr. Rozos, a Greek sociologist,
presented histhesis whichidentified these seemingly quite
contradictory ideas. He gave the dynamic relationship
which ties them together a practical use. In other terms, he
used phenomenological research and dialectical idealism
as a method to arrive at his conclusions. He was quite
successful.

Faculty members and students who attended the meet-
ing enjoyed a very animated discussion. Dr. Rozos had to
defend his thesis in front of a quite critical-minded audi-
ence. Self-Consciousness was treated by the Sociologist, at
theindividual and thesocial level, as arelativeknowledge.
The reason being the impossible total objectivity of the
subject.

Serious arguments were presented to refute Dr. Rozos’s
methodological choice. Dr. Peter Simpson, philosepher,
was quite critical about the complexity of the method.
“Why do you have to use Hegel’s abstruse system to
explain a quite obvious matter?” he asked. Dr. Rozos
appreciated the position of his critic and showed the
necessity of his methodological choice. Dr. Simpson, a
renowned Greek Scholar, did not present any reasons to
why the deficiencies of the method to present a workable
solution.

Dr. Stanley Barlow questioned the monotheistic origin
of Humanitarianism. Dr. Rozos had shown, ina document
distributed to the audience, how monotheism was the
basis of the authoritarian structural violence expressing
itself in our society. Dr. Barlow was not the only one to.do
that, several intervenants tried to make the same point.

The intervention of Mr. Manjula Wijerama, a student,
addressed a perceived weakness in Dr. Rozos’s position:
his idealism. For Dr. Rozos, ideas were the only things in
question, material conditions were not essential to the
issue. Mr. Wijerama's criticisms implied that, from a Marx-
ist perspective, there were short-comings in Dr. Rozos’s
paper. Dr. Rozos ignored the political and economic con-
ditions under the New World Order. The globalization of
the market and its consequences on the Third World was
seen by the student as the major problem. Dr. Rozos
countered this criticism by calling Mr. Wijerama anidealist
himself.

- Crisis In Haiti

by M.D. Wijerama

A forum entitled “Crisis in Haiti
- Can the U.S.\U.N. Promote
Workers Democracy In Haiti” was
held on Thursday, Nov.18 during
club hours in the Green Dolphin
Lounge. It was co-sponsored by
the Revolutionary Socialist Group
and the Young African Alliance.
Thepanelincluded Daniel Simidor
and Marty Goodman from the
“Haiti Anti-Intervention Organiz-
ing Committee” and CSI professor
Calvin Holder of the History De-
partment. The event drew a di-
verse audience of around fifty
students, including roughly a
dozen of Haitian origin.

“Racism - At Home and
Abroad”

Professor Holder spokefirst. His
presentation focused on the theme
of race relations in the U.S. and
their ramifications on U.S. policy
towards Haiti and other Third
World states. Hereminded theau-

diencethatit was only twenty-five
years ago that Blacks in the U.S. gained basic civil and
human rights. He thus illustrated the socio-political back-
drop to the creation of US policy towards Haiti, which has
been an independent Black nation since a massive slave
revolution ejected the French colonialists some two hun-
dred yearsago. The US which was practicing slavery at the
time immediately imposed a political and economic em-
bargo against the newly independent Black state. This
“hostile attitude” lasted until the Civil War in the US.

Holder drew a connection between the re-emergence of
US aggression towards Haiti in 1915, when US Marines
invaded and took over Haiti, and the dramatic escalation
of aggression against Blacks in the US in the same period.
Wanton lynching of Blacks and “mob rule” were ignored
by the legal authorities according to Holder. This same
callousness towards human life guided US policy in Haiti
atthe time which murdered thousands of Haitian patriots,
elevated light skinned Mulattoes into a local elite and
created the beginnings of the current Haitian police state.

Alongside the deep seated racism of the US ruling class
the other theme which Holder accorded significance to in
forging US foreign policy was an obsessive anti-commu-
nism. “American foreign policy towards the Third World
has not been to establish democratic institutions first and
foremost, its policy has been essentially, fundamentally to
protect, promote and advance capitalism while simulta-
neously stopping the growth of Communism...democracy
has been incidental”.In regard to Haiti, he said, “the gov-
ernment in Haiti under Duvalier and indeed the present
government in Haiti are not deeply offensive to the US
because Duvalier was anti-communist, there is no threat
that a Cuban type regime would come to power.”

While pointing out a recent NY Times article which
revealed that current military junta in power in Haiti are
on the CIA payroll and thus how a US orchestrated return
of Aristide will not entail any real change he concluded his
remarks ona somewhat ambiguos note. He said, “Workers
democracy in Haiti at this point is a dream, under the
circumstances Aristides return to the country, a purging of
the military and the implementation of some basic hu-
manitarian institutions” and the creation of a “parliamen-
tary democracy” is “perhaps the best that can come out of
this”.

“United Nations - Fig Leaf for US Interests”

Marty Goodman, an official observer during the election
which brought Aristide to power spoke next. He re-em-
phasized theimportanceof the history of Haitian indepen-
denceand militancy. Hespokeof how the “mighty Haitian
Revolution of 1804” was seen by the US as a threat. “No
small wonder”, Goodman said sarcastically, “revolution-
ary Haitians were training US slaves to rebel and sending
arms to Simon Bolivar to fight for independence in Central
and Latin America”.

Goodman strongly opposed U.S.or U.N. interventionin
Haiti. He recommended and quoted from a 1952 book by
LF. Stone entitled, “The Hidden History of the Korean
War” which hesuggested wasa “great history lesson of the
United Nations”. He summarized Stone’s portrayal of the
U.N. being used as a cover of the U.S. to invade North
Korea in the guise of a “peace keeping mission”. This
invasion took place before the U.N. which was supposedly
leading the effort even discussed military operations.

Goodmanillustrated along thelines of Professor Holder,
how USS. foreign policy has been thoroughly racist in
addition to being terroristic. “The racist specter of Chinese
hordes was a constant image of US war propaganda.
Napalm attacks predating Vietnam and heavy bombing

were indiscriminate. An eerie scene depicted in Stone’s
book showed Korean villagers barbecued by napalm, evok-
ing images of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.”

He suggested that the UN still plays the role of a “fig leaf
for US interests”. He said, “Clintons foreign policy is
carrying on the Republican efforts to recast the original as
a sort of broker for the free market - New World Order”.

He elaborated on the dangers of supporting these very
same interests in regard to Haiti. He revealed that the US’s
main intelligence contacts on Haiti have clear ties to the
current right-wing military regime. Womack, a chief ex-
pert, who resides with the notorious Haitian police com-
manders sister and husband in South Florida was quoted
in Time magazine as saying he offers Haiti, “a white mans
thinking”, said Goodman. In fact one of his main “brain-
storms for Haitian development” according to Goodman
is “to obtain loans to buy garbage from New York for
reprocessing in Haiti”.

Goodman quoting from a LA Times article showed that
it was not simply a “band of CIA nuts” who are behind US
rolicy in Haiti but other wings of the US state apparatus

ike the State and Justice Departments are also involved.

Heindicated that the current USbrokered agreement for
Aristides return to Haiti is a package that contains all “the
promise of a Trojan Horse.” Along with 1600 US\UN per-
sonnel, a US Special forces Unit, a Green Beret Special
Forces Unit, a International Criminal Investigation Train-
ing Assistance Program (ICITAP) unit - a FBI program -
will be sent. The latter he said is known for its training of
police forces in Latin America like that of the “death squad
government of El Salvador”. It will be in charge of training
a 5500 strong Haitian Police Force and also a so-called
“Urban Disorder Unit” which according to Goodman is
aimed at crushing any mass resistance.

Goodman pointed out that the “School of the
Americas”, a central funder of ICITAP, is known in Latin

- America as the “School of the Assassins”. Amongst its star

graduates are General Hector Gamacho, “mass murderer

of Native Americans in Guatemala, military officials in El

Salvador right wing ARENA government and Haiti’s very

ownLt. Col. Michel Francois current Haitian Police Chief”.
“For Peoples Power In Haiti”

Daniel Simidor, a native of Haiti and a leader of the Haiti
Anti-Intervention Organizing Committee (HAIOC) was
the final speaker. He proceeded to outline possible strate-
gies for a solution to the Haitian crisis on the basis of the
historical and empirical evidence cited by Goodman and
Holder. He began by saying, “History tells us that there is
no problem that does not bring with it elements of a
solution”. He outlined three broad options for Haiti:"1) A
foreign solution 2) a reformist solution or 3)a peoples
solution”.

Those who advocate the first option are basically calling
for US\UN intervention to restore Aristide to power in
Haiti said Simidor. However Simidor felt that this is not
even a workable solution even from the “standpoint of
accepting the principle of intervention” since there is “no
unity inthe US ruling class” about its policy towards Haiti.
Even the economic embargo is not firm since the US fears
a continued influx of refugees.

Some in the pro-intervention camp suggest a so-called
surgical strike. Simidor indicated that some Aristide sup-
porters are using the label “narcoterrorist” to refer to the
Haitian government. He charged that this was “a veiled

continues on p. 23
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Volpe’s Return:
Victory or Defeat?

On October 28th thestudents organized a rally to oppose the policies
of East 80th street. In particular what instigated a turn-out of over 1000
people was that CSI President Volpe was fired by the Board of
Trustees, at the behest of the Chancellor only a few days before. The
rally represented an opportunity to clarify the inherent problems of
thesystem; however, what wasan opportunity to educate the students
turned out to be a rally in support of the administration and the
demand that Volpe be reinstated and Chancellor Reynolds be fired.

Here, three weeks later the President has been reinstated, but the
Chancellor has not been fired. Volpe’s return was due to back door
discussions between politicians, such as Governor Coumo and Sena-
tor Marchi, and the students at the rally were the shock troops for his
return. Student leaders, who insisted on the demand of Volpe in/
Reynolds out, now have to face the reality that a returned President
will not resolve the problems facing the student body. Volpe’s return,
acompromised return that even the President himself has admitted is
a rotten deal, will not bring about a miraculous cure.

On top of that, consolidation of CUNY is proceeding full steam
ahead. A NY Times article (11-1-93/Metro section) states, in detail,

how the Presidents of each campus have until May '94 to decide what
partof the curriculum will be cut. The final say rest with the Board and
the Chancellor. The return of the President, or the hiring of any other,
will not reverse the downsizing of CUNY. What appeared to many
student leaders on that day as a victory is quickly turning into a defeat.

The problem facing those student leaders, who called for the return
of Volpe, is to explain what good has it done for students, and can it

be considered a victory. It seems that the call by some students to unite
uncrtitically with the administration served only to confuse the issue.

Follow The
Papertrail

There has been plenty of wasted paper coming out of the Faculty
Senate about the “loss of confidence in the Chancellor” and how this
college needs Volpe back. Now that Volpe is back what will the faculty
do, pass another toothless resolution?

Over the course of this semester the faculty has passed resolutions
condemning the actions of the Chancellor, believing that the Faculty
Senate is a source of where change can take place. As of now that body
has had little effect in changing the course of events. What will the
Faculty Senate do now that an impotent President is back. A question
that should have posed itself already to the faculty is to what degree
has the President protected the faculty? One would think that the
increasing course load, adjunct professors (notorious cheap labor),
and the deteriorating classroom conditions would have motivated
these learned people to take a stance beyond voting for a resolution.
They might as well write to their Senator or congressperson as well
and expect a similar response. Now that the President is back, and
nothing has changed, it is time to take decisive actions beyond a
twenty minute discussion and vote

Another route that the faculty may decide to take is to start to
pressure theirunion to start defending their rights. A move that would
proveto bebothtactically smart and the most helpful would be to take
up the issue of adjuncts more seriously. In a university system where
over 40% of the professors are adjuncts, a union strategy that looks to
improve the working conditions of this cheap labor market would
advance the cause of higher education in many ways. Students would
benefit from the additional time these professors could spend with
them due to the increased pay and office hours (presently adjuncts do
not keep office hours.) Professors would benefit from their increased
presence also byalleviating their work load. Adjuncts are only one
source of increased strength, there are the numerous paid staff.
Secretaries, who in many cases run the offices, and other personnel
could add a dynamic that the struggle has historically been missing.

In the end it is the faculty and staff that could deal the most lethal
blows to the administration (or in their case management) because of
their relationship to the university. The struggle that now confronts
the faculty is not so much the burden of "protecting CUNY," but has
now shifted to protecting their own jobs. When they do this properly
then maybe the crisis that confronts CUNY can be dealt with.

Auxiliary Services Update 3

On Tuesday November 23, 1993, the Board
Of Directors of the CSI Auxiliary Services Corp.
heldax;e(fular monthly meeting. Inlightof what
occurred, I opted to change the format of this
regular letter from arough interpretation of the
minutes to a focus on the importance of the
issues brought to the table.

First off, a quarterly budget was reviewed. It
was specific enough to the satisfaction of the
board. The only items it lacked were items still
under negotiation (i.e. insurance).

Now for the most substantial point: Dean
Jackson’s request for $30,000 to help fund the
Student Center.

The Dean of Students was finally able to
personally make her request as a presentation.
She presented an admittedly unrealistic and
error filled budget that places an emphasisona
clutter of administrators with minimal respon-
sibilities. Most of which are being handled by
what staff they already have.

Dean Sussman motioned to approve the
money. Thediscussionover which revealed just
where the interests of the Board members lie. In
spite of Prof. Hulton-Baker’s request for votes
on theissue to be held by secret ballot, the lines
were clearly drawn between students and non-
students.

The corollary issue of 24 hour access to the
Student Center was, by administrative mem-
bers, fought against being discussed in spite of
the Board’s unanimously passed motion from
the previous meeting to table the funding re-
quest until Dean Jackson was able to discuss
both issues in conjunction with one another.

Both professors, in a change of position, sat
idly by while Deans Torre, Sussman, and
Alsworth assaulted student concerns as being
irrelevant. Atpreviousmeetingstheysupported
these concerns at least as far as considering
them relevant and in need of discussion before
any action is taken. This support was e

. - through both their discussion and the way they

voted. In this meeting they expressed no verbal
supportand tried todisguise their voting obedi-
ence to administration by calling for a secret
ballot.

Dean Jackson made a commendable effort to
be reasonable. She suggested creating a formal
committee with the job of finding a solution to
the satisfaction of both administration and stu-
dents.

I puthersuggestion in the form of anamend-
ment to the current motion. Dean Alsworth

tried to throw rules out the window and refuse
the amendment because he and Dean Sussman
didn’t like it. It was voted down.

A call to question was made and accepted
with the resulting vote passing the funds in
spite of student opposition. Inmediately fol-
lowing the vote, Dean Sussman suggested that
the Board start being more responsible in the
handling of money in contrast to her earlier
argument of giving away $30,000 with no con-
cern over how it’s spent. The final insult came
with Dean Torre’s claim that he represents stu-
dents unlike those of us on the Board elected by
students as their representatives.

by Luigi Kapaj

Dear Sports Editor(s),

I recently acquired the November 8th
issue of the College Voice, and naturally I
turned my attention to the sports section.
After reading the article “Enough Is
Enough” I was taken with so much anger
that I took the paper and threw it in the
wastepaper basket where it belonged (orat
least whereJason Castor’sarticlebelonged).

First of all, Castor’s article should not
have been posted in the sports section, but
rather where the editorials are kept. Who
cares what he thinks about sports anyway?
Ishethe Mike Lupica of CSI? I doubt it. The
reasons he gives for his opinions are so
paper thin I can see through them from a
thousand miles away. Don’t get me wrong,
I really care about our school paper. I find
Ed Hicks’ articles to be honest, insightful,
and noteworthy. However, is the schools
sports section in the Voice so run-down it
needs crappy articles like Castro’s to fill up
space? For sports fans like me, last issue
was a huge disappointment.

Secondly, I do respect Castor’s opinions,
but I think his style of writing (if you'll call
it that) is almost as bad as his article. To
even think that he is a sports journalist is
scary. Journalists don’t use phrases like,
I'm going to puke, he belongs in Bellevue,
the Rangers are shmucks, baseball is ajoke,
realignment sucks, etc., in order to make a
lgoint. Trash talk like that belongs in the

resh Kills dump, not in a newspaper.

Ireally don’t think that the College Voice
will print this letter because it’s states a
negative opinion. Even so, It’s the way I
feel, and I thought someone had to speak
up about Castor’s article. As for Ed Hicks,
the usual reporter, keep up the good work
(and the interesting stories), but for the
sake of CSI, give Jason Castro an assign-
ment he can handle, and please: NOMORE
EDITORIALSIN THESPORTSSECTION!!

D.P.

TheGreekletterorganimtions AlphaPiDelta
& AlphaPhidelta aresponsoringaraffleinthe
stunned center, to Project Hospitality, a
tax exempt not for profit organization which
help homeless adults and families as well as
AIDS patientson Staten Island. Project Hospi-
talityislocated at 530 Bay Street and was started
in 1982 by comment volunteers who lroyht
clothing & meals to the homeless peopleat the
ferry terminal and along the water front .a
chance can lie pecrchased for only $1.00 in the
cafeteria and the prize is a gift basket which
includes, shampoo, lotion, soap & bubble bath
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NAFTA -Shock!!!

NAFTA: Exploiting the Free Market

by John Paul Patafio

“Gentlemen! Do not be deluded by the ab-
stract word Freedom! Whose Freedom? Not the
freedomof one individual in relation to another,
but freedom of Capital to crush the worker. Why
should you desire further to sanction unlimited
ttion with this idea of freedom, when the

idea of freedom itself is only the product of a
special condition based upon Free Competi-

tion?”
Karl = Marx
“Speech on the Question of Free Trade”

Though these words were spoken over
100 years ago they frame, with striking
clarity, the contention over Free-Trade to-
day. Pundits of NAFTA claim that if the
market does not expand uninhibitedly
working people will be the ones to suffer.
They admit that the immediate effects may
bebad, but ...inthelongnm... the working
classwillbenefit. Whatdo Free-Tradeagree-
ments mean for working people?

The need to increase profits is a constant
principle under a capitalist system. This
agreement is a measured maneuver to in-
sure that therate of profit for Transnational
Corporations ('I'Nfgt:nll 8o up by exploit-
ing labor at a cheaper cost.

ough the popular cry is that jobs will
be lost this is not the reason to
oppose NAFTA. Only a fool can not notice
that hundreds of thousands of jobs have
been lost over the last decade. Though this
will certainly speed up the loss of certain
jobs in sectors of industry, it is not
unforseeable that other sectors may indeed
find an increase in the workforce. It is not

that jobs will be lost in all three countries
(this has already occurred both in Mexico
and Canada) but that therights of the work-
ing class and the standard of living will
decrease at quicker rate. Essentially, this
agreement will lower the living standards
o?;grking people through the reductions
of benefits and wages by having one sector
of the working classcompete with theother.
This competitive line of thought will lead
working people into the dead end street of
nationalism. -

Fair Play?

Though the debate in Congress was two
sided, heightened by the Perot contingency,
it was maintained intheframework of what
isbest “for our country,” and notinan anti-
capitalistdirection. Thedebateavoided any
substantial critique of the growing ills of
the market system. In reality the “debate”
was like looking into a mirror at a fun
house. The reflection was recognizable,
distorted only in size or shape. What was
left untouched was the essence of the mass
opposition, the class antagonisms which
exist under capitalism. However, this mass
opposition had to be channeled and this is
where Perot’s coalition filled the void by
directing the angerin a us vs. them mental-
ity.

The debate remained in the lexicon of
nationalism. The immense resistance from
the working class was directed to the de-
fense of the fatherland in order to stifle the
alternative program that lies beneath the
surface; challenging the State’s role in sup-
porting this oppression. One can under-
stand why the ruling class used all of its

means to keep the debate within the pa-
rameters of national interest when viewing
the “free-trade” debate from the vantage
point of Marx’s analysis of class antago-
nisms.

For those in power nothing makes more
sense than to have reality distorted so that
workers internationally take up arms
against each other rather than the state that
supports the interest of capital. Better for
the bourgeoisie to have workers kill each
other over crumbs from the bosses table
than to have them look up and see a few
people stuffing their faces.

eroleof congress was tolegitimize the
“debate” in the face of the mass opposition
by the working class, and secondly to settle
the disputeamongst the ruling class. In the
end the State serves as a means to oppress
the working majority and to democrati-
cally settle the dispute amongst the ruling
minority.

Saint Perot and the Working Class

If anythi:g was peculiar about this affair
it was the3rd party, representinga ular
front,led by Ross Pe:]t’. What begcatﬁziljucid
was that the Perot phenomenon is nation-
alistand depends upon populist rhetoric t
advance its own purposes. -

Perot’s coalition of disgruntled petit-
bourgeoisie (i.e., the ambiguous middle
class made up of small business owners,
yuppiesand union bureaucrats)is not quan-
titatively large enough to pose as a real
threat. However, the working class is
needed to serve as shock troops to storm
the gates and place them into a position of
power. Needless to say, Perot is not against
the exploitation or oppression that exist

under capitalism for that is exactly how he
maintains his position of power. His cam-
paign was led in a nationalist direction and
notananti-capitalist onebecausein theend
it would undermine his own source of
power. What typified this petit-bourgeoi-
sie coalition was its slogan/demand Save
Your Job, Save Our Country.

Thereason why this popular front would
inevitably fail for the workers, and why it
failed for the capitalist who stand to lose by
this agreement are different in nature due
to their class content.

For workers, Perot’s nationalist coalition
failure to win can be traced to the historical
roots of nationalism. However, succinctly
ﬂt nationalism defendsthose whoalready

ve power and a stake in the current sys-
tem of production. As stated earlier in the
piece, nationalism does not challenge the
relations of production under capitalism it
only seeks to protect the interest of those
owners of capital who stand to lose. Na-
tionalism places the survival of working
peoplein the mystical hands of the homog-
enous nation state. The antagonisms be-
tweenbosses, who maintain powerthrough
the capacity to buy labor, and the workers,
who are forced to sell their labor in the
“free-market,” is glossed over in the inter-
est of the nation.

The capitalist, who opposed this agree-
ment, lost due to the fact that in today’s
highly globalized Free-Market, competi-
tion amongst other TNC’s demands that
the borders protecting national markets
give way to international ones. (Interest-
ingly, this agreement claims to be in the
interest of the Free-Market, but has many
stipulations which will protect this largest
“free-trade” zone against those nasty
Asians, and not so nasty Western Europe-
ans.) Perot, who will benefit either way (as
rointed out by V.P. Gore on CNN) was
ooking to fill a power vacuum created by
the deteriorating conditions workers the
find themselves the world over. However,
what Perot, and other segments of the rul-
ing class could not fight against was the
intrinsic nature of capitalism’s need to ex-
pand beyond its own borders in search of
cheap labor, raw materials and new mar-
kets, especiallyin timesof contracting prof-
its.

Though Perot lost this battle, if the de-
bateremainsrestricted to the parameters of
the l;ree-Market it is not unforseeable that
his demagoguery will win a majority of
workers d%own the road of nationali,:mt?;nd
the establishment of an authoritarian state.

Alternative Beyond the Borders of
Nationalism

In order to move beyond the dire striates
of Nationalism the working class needs to
organizearound a program of international
solidarity and the needs of the working
class. The demands put forward should be
frameworked by the needs facing working
people, suchasanincreasein the minimum
wage to $10 an hour, stringent environ-
mental standards, and a broadening of
democratic procedures. Unions exist
throughout the continent and should be
the focal point of organizing. In the US a
third party should be established by the
unions modeled after the Workers Party in
Brazil. The point should not be to have a
new NAFTA agreement, but to expose the
role of the State in supporting the exploita-
tion and oppression of workers the world
over.

Disagree?
Have Your Say...
Submit To The Voice.

\
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Wasted Chances

by Jusuf Fuduli
The relative calm of this campus has been disrupted
recently, due to the dismissal of CSI President Edmond L.
Volpe by CUNY Chancellor Wynekta Ann Reynolds.
Quite a foreseeable prospect, since the Chancellor has
been telegraphing her intentions in both word and deed.
The reaction of the faculty and student body to this action
has been most peculiar. Not that the protests and rallies
held in defiance of Chancellor Reynolds are out of place,
but that it is strange that those who have held their tails
between their legs for so long should bare their teeth now.
Of all the transgressions that Chancellor Reynolds has
committed against this school, the firing of President
Volpe is the least. Volpe is but one man who had already
planned to retire at the end of the school year. The oper-
ating of this institution will continueregardless of Volpe's
presence. Yet the dismissal of Volpe in the middle of a
semester is a testament to Reynolds growing power and
the way she chooses to use it. While the firing of a school
president may be a spectacular exercise of that power, it is
fleeting and short lived. Chancellor Reynolds has some-
thing much more impressive and historical in mind.
Since her appointment as chancellor in 1990 by Gover-
nor Cuomo, Ann Reynolds has slowly pushed for the
enactment of the consolidation plan, a list of agendas that,
if enforced, would drastically change the face of this and
all of CUNY. In a consolidated CUNY we wouldn’t have
to worry about the dismissal of school presidents because
there would be little need for school presidents.
Consolidation would grant the Chancellor and her
central administration subordinates such control that lo-
cal school administrations and presidents would have
little power and say in their respective affairs. The whole
curriculum structure would be in the hands of those in off
campus offices, detached from the needs of students and
faculty. Courses and studies would be diminished and
moved; not according to the professors and students who
possess the firsthand input necessary for such decisions,
but according to the Chancellor and her bureaucrats,
whose stressing of profits supersedes their desire to in-
crease the standards of education. For instance, instead of
finding 200 level history and anthropology courses of-
fered at all nineteen CUNY campuses, you might find
them at three, thus adding the strain of increased travel

time to acquiring an education.

We would also be presented with fewer profes-
sors, whose higher salaries and greater ability will
be replaced by the low wage, benefits devoid, and
less skilled adjuncts. All this will occur while giant
campuses like Willowbrook will continue to open,
hence increasing the number of tuition paying stu-
dents while debasing their education. Change is on
the horizon but progress is nowhere in sight.

If these insidious proposals are ever implemented, we
could attribute it to the lack of concern that Chancellor
Reynolds shows to those under her authority, but the true
culprits (at least in the case of CSI) would be the unin-
formed student body and the hypocritical faculty. The
twelve thousand students at this campus are, second to
none, thelargest student body in CUNY. They, along with
their professors, have allowed themselves to be thrust
into this situation.

The faculty as of October 6th had passed resolutions
against the chancellor and her policies. They had orga-
nized themselves to be a coherent, but not effective,
opposition to central administration. While the profes-
sors had thoroughly thought out their stance with the
Chancellor, they never took steps to involve the student
body, who are directly affected by Reynolds’ policies, and
whose support gives the faculty the only legitimate pro-
tection from the Chancellor’s wrath.

This is a fact that all should be aware of by now, the
dismissal of President Volpe has shown the faculty that
they all can be replaced, the same can not be said for
students. Coupled with the shortcomings of the faculty is
the missed opportunity that both professors and students
should have taken to voice their displeasure with Ann
Reynolds and her supporters.

This missed opportunity was none other than the dedi-
cation of this new campus, which not only brought Chan-
cellor Reynolds and the politician from Albany who
appointed her, but a massive amount of media coverage
as well. Instead of boycotting or protesting the presence of
their enemies at the dedication of not only the campus but
the achievements of their struggle to receive and give an
education, faculty dressed in their scholarly robes and all
but a handful of students not garbed in apathy applauded

those who would do them the most grievous of harms.

Oh what folly, professors sat smiling as the Chancellor
they resolved to rebuke spoke to them, students cheered
as the one who appointed Ann Reynolds came before
them. Was this not hypocrisy, thecommon response was
no, for it was felt by those who attended, that the cer-
emony wasatime to celebrate the magnificent structures
we now occugy. Was it never realized, that by her
actions, the Chancellor sees this campus as nothing
more as a soulless structure fit only to fill CUNY’s
coffers, and that by sacrificing their dignity and prin-
ciple, the faculty and student body accommodated her.

To sit at the same table as your enemy is to
forsake your honor. The only excuse would be if
reconciliation was desired, Ann Reynolds firing of
President Volpe negates such a probability. If only
the students and faculty did not attend the dedica-
tion ceremony, this would at least give Reynolds
her moneys worth for removing Volpe. If the tent
which held the dedication ceremony was empty,
then the politician from Albany, who has never
seen fit to veto a tuition hike, would have had to put
aside his retread speeches and tired jokes to ex-
plain why he and his appointee are so loathed.

Instead, the politicians and bureaucrats gained a free
photoopportunity, theninsolently fired President Volpe.
Now students and faculty rally for his return, unaware
that their efforts are ill spent and meaningless. If Volpe
returns, his stay will be short, as he stills plans to retire.
Even if he is reinstated, Volpe will not raise his hand to
strike at Chancellor Reynolds and consolidation, for in
fact he never did before.

The concerns of the student body and faculty should
be to create and then submit a petition which demands
the resignation or removal of Chancellor W. Ann
Reynolds and the elimination of all efforts to implement
consolidation. This should ultimately lead to the restruc-
turing of central administration in a way that curtails
their power and prevents them from ignoring the wishes
of the majority. The population of CUNY and all people
for that matter, should not have to scream themselves
hoarsein order to seek a logical end to their problems, or
to havethe selfish tendencies of others thrust upon them.

A FEW OF THE THINGS THAT PISS ME OFF

by D R O’Connell

My view has always been that if
people don’t like the views we print,
they should pick up a pen and write
their own opinions. In fact, recently I
sent out a ream of flyers actually beg-
ging people to write Commentary. |
figured that people would certainly
respond to a headline screaming: “Does
Something Piss You Off?” The way I
saw it, there was a better than even
chance that it was us pissing them off,
and I wanted some feedback.

After all, this is the College Voice. The
WHOLE college, not just some little junta
that managed to wrangle its way to the
high perch of public spewage. Unfortu-
nately, although all of us here at the Voice
take this philosophy quite seriously, many
people think we're out for somecheap sen-
sationalism.

This is usually the result of being the
target of one of our news stories, and is
to be expected. If they don’t like what
we print, they can either prove us
wrong, or clean up their act. But what-
ever they decide to do, they should do
it in writing. This is their newspaper,
too.

What really pisses me off, though, is
when people go to extremes to express
their displeasure with us. For example,
one of our news staff received seven-
teen threatening phone calls the day
our last issue came out. That same day,
a member of one organization which
came under our scrutiny almost cold
cocked me when I tried to tell him to
put his objections in writing. You
should have seen it: the sight of this cat
being dragged off by one of the orga-
nizers of that group was priceless. If
only I'd had a camera... it might have
been worth a cheap shot to the cra-
nium,

But I digress. Since I was the one
who went looking for people who had
something to say, I felt obliged to say a
few things of my own. Submitted for
your approval: A few of the things that
piss me off.

—Cops of any stripe...City, State, Fed-
eral, Public, Private, “Rent-A,” or Secret.
Asa professional Anarchist, these folks are
to me what the Coyote was to the Road
Runner. They have tried, many times, to
nail me formy own peculiar brand of truth,
justice and the American way. They only
got me once, on a rap which was so flimsy
and transparent that they must have wrote
up the reports on onion skin. Hey — I do
my own thing, and don’t hurt anybody
whodoesn’trighteously deserveit.Soleave
me alone.

(F.Y.I.... The front corner cell of the
rear tier of cells in the 120 Precinct has
76 rivets in its ceiling.)

—That Bobbit Woman. ‘Nuff said.

—Snooty Manhattanites who think
we Islanders are nothing but a bunch
of country bumpkins ripe for exploita-
tion. That kind of logic sent people like
Claude Rolo to the presumed Siberia
of this borough, and will continue to
do so for as long as we maintain our
unique diversity.

(Before you all go jumping to con-
clusions, this is neither an endorse-
ment, nor a denouncement, of
secession. I still haven’t made up my
mind on that one. Hell, I wrotein Ryan
Monroe’s name for Mayor.)

—Guilt Ridden Middle Class Liber-
als (GRiMCalLs) who: i

*Whine incessantly about prob-
lems which have neverdirectly affected
them, then bitch and moan that the
people involved are betraying them-
selves. When the sons and daughters
of the rich and privileged start talking

about the poor and disenfranchised, it
makes me wonder if they’re really al-
truistic, or merely suffering from a
mass martyr complex.

*Style themselves as “Radicals” and
“Revolutionaries” looking to overthrow the
status quo, when they engage in the most
Byzantine political shananigans imagin-
amo parap;hrase Wilsmlxg\d Shea ing'Il'he
Illuminatus! Trilogy : A radical is nothing
but a liberal with a big mouth. And a mili-
tant radical is a big mouthed liberal with a
Che Guevara costume. I'm all for rabble
rousing, havingonceled onethousand anti-
war protesters down Broadway at mid-
night on a cold January day, flinging
garbage cans and other barricadables into
the streets to slow down the forces of law
and order. So it really galls me when a
handfull of poseurs runs about proclaiming
revolution when they won't risk their necks
for their “cause.” If these folks want to be
revolutionaries, let them blow up the White
House or something, and leave those silly
costumes at home.

*Cry bloody murder about cen-
sorship and the first amendment, then
try to stifle all dissent to their notions.
I mean, I personally enjoy cracking a
few Nazi Skinhead skulls every now
and again, as a matter of personal
honor, and also to keep the adrenaline
flowing. But even Rush Limbaugh can
say something that makes alot of sense.
It used to scare me when I caught my-
self laughing at one of his barbs, until
I realized that everybody serves a pur-

ose in this society. Even the far right
unatic fringe. If people are going to
act like buffoons, speak gibberish, and
espouse doctrines of ignorance and
hate, then for the love of Eris LET
THEM MAKE TOTAL ASSES OF

THEMSELVES. As much as I agree with-

Mencken, the American people are

smart enough to know when to draw
the line.

"Purrort to speak on behalf of every
variant of minority in this country, this
state, this city, as though the fight against
intolerance was their own nal do-
main. Arethe GRiMCaLs trying to say that
these oppressed groups in our society are
incapable of speai:::g for themselves? This
is an extremely elitist attitude, comparable
to the Radical Republicans of the Recon-
struction era, who took the newly freed
slavesand enfranchised them'solely for the
purpose of maintaining a hegemony on the
electoral votes for as long as possible.

I’d like to take this one step further.
Here at the College Voice, we have lots
of people writing about the struggles
of the African American community.
But guess what... None of the authors
of these pieces are African Americans.
Now, as an Irish American, I would
take serious offense if Calvin Butts pre-
sumed to speak on behalf of NORAID;
if Jesse Jackson appointed himself
spokesman for Sinn Fein; if Louis
Farrakhan went looking for weapons
for the Provos. I would expect the re-
verse would also be true.

It’s not as though CSI has a lack of
African American activists. One of
them, Young African Alliance Presi-
dent Miguel Melendez, is one of the
sharpest, most articulate speakers I
have seen at CSI in the three years |
have been a student here. I would like
to extend my personal invitation to
Miguel, and to anyone else who has
something to say on the subject, to
SEND US SOME MATERIAL. I'd love
to see it, love to print it, and love to
read it. ‘

—Did I mention that Bobbit Woman?
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Of Racism, The Media and The Police

by Shaista Husain
My article, “Reverse ‘reverse racism’” in
the last issue was an attempt to analyze
racerelations in context of the power struc-
ture and to attack the bourgeois media’s
“white backlash” arguments and its reac-
tionary hysteria campaign. This commen-
tary will expound and clarify my position.
The tor of the two defendants in the
Reginald Denny case had declared that
releasing thedefendany Damian William’s
“would be an affront to the good and de-
cent law-abiding citizens in this country.”
The media has been perpetuating the same
lineby attacking the judiciary system of the
U.S. because the jury did not punish the
two defendants that beat up Reginald
Denny harshly.
. Thejury verdict to free Damian Williams
has been overturned by the justice system
_and he has been denied a reduction of bail
which stands at $580,000. The state has
exacted its revenge although he was con-
victed only of four misdemeanors and a
lesser felony by the jury. Let’s not forget
that the col]:s who beat Rodney King, con-
victed at the second trial, not only got to
stay out on bail pending sentencing but
they stayed free for six weeks after sentenc-
ing before reporting to a federal minimum
security country club. The bourgeois me-
dia is distorting the bare facts to say that
Williams and Watson had been let off easy.
It will be necessary for me to point out
thatalthough Reginald Denny was beat up
by two black men, which the media has so
brilliantly displayed, he was also taken to
the hospital in his own truck by a black
person. Furthermore, Reginald Denny, a
working class white man has understood

the causes that led to his attack and has
called for “forgiveness and understand-
ing.” The media will use only the black on
white violence to play into bourgeois fears.
The stereotyping prevalent in the media
depicting Blacks as “violent and danger-
ous” can be traced to the days of slavery
and the white fears of slave insurrection, it
is the “Nat Turner” stereotype. The same

believe that there is racial harmony
and live in denial of the overwhelming
reality of oppression in this society.
The paternalistic role of instituting
welfare and quotas will never solve
the economic predicament of the Afri-
can American and the rest of the un-
derprivileged. In fact, it advances
dependency and further underdevel-

revolution.

I say it was right to rebel,
forward from rebellion to

fears exist today as the system of Capital-
ism keeps Blacks enslaved in the poverty
ridden “ghetto.” These bourgeois fears of
rebellion and violent revolution by the op-
pressed peoplein Americaisasforeboding
today as it was then because the economic
conditions of oppression are still blatantly
practiced.

The undemocratic nature of this sys-
temis evidentin its alienation of Blacks
in society. Why are there more blacks
in Jail in New York than in South Af-
rica ? Why doesn’t the benevolent
quota system of Affirmative action
seem to be progressive ? Has there been
any “progress”? NO. It is dangerous to

STANDING ON A SOAPBOX

By Chris Perrotta

Alright! I've had enough! Every time I
pick up the newspaper (not a quality paper
likethe Voice, | mean ragslikethe Advance
and the News) or flip on the TV, I have to
listen to or watch this utterly repulsive
bullshit that they think I want to hear.
“Michael Jackson uses drugs!” - no kid-
ding? I have always preferred women to
pet monkeys and clowns myself, Mike. I
think your grob]em is that you are using
the WRONG KIND OF DRUGS! They say
you're on painkillers... oh! tough guy! Try
something that will kill you, do the world a
favor. Or atleastbuy another glove damnit!
Or is that your masturbating hand?

I could of guessed that he was playing
with chemicals the first time I watched
Thriller. Or, if you watched last year’s Su-
per Bowl, that halftime thing was further
proof! The fact that they won’t release where
he is getting treatment makes me wonder
though. Was that particular painkiller a
white powder that rhymes with joke? Did
it cost as much as Dwight Gooden'’s rosin
bag? Was it the “painkiller” that Eric
Clapton sang about. I'm not an investiga-
tive reporter.

Flip the channel or turn the page and
now we get to hear about Big Bad Joey
Buttafuoco. Hey man, Amy’s not too bad
looking! She is hotter than Mary Jo. I'd
spend thenight in room 256 with Amy! Oh!
Wait I'm eighteen, and she’s sixteen. Um,
maybe not hon. Statutory rape is not my
cup of tea. Joe, someadvice: next time make
sure the chick is eighteen, and have her use
a .44 mag. when she takes out Mary Jo.
Even if she can’t shoot straight it should do
the job.

I'm writing this on Wednesday night so
I don’t know what's going to happen with
NAFTA yet, but I haveto say, “Who Cares!”
Tell ‘ya the truth, NAFTA is so big right
now that Ican’t geta straightanswertoany

of my questions. I have heard some beauti-
ful arguments from both sides though.
Bleeding heart liberals (they ruin countries
you know) love it. It will open trade with
other countries, and make a North Ameri-
can trading block that will stand against
the European Community.

We will help modernize Mexico, then
again Americans will lose jobs while busi-
nesses willrunto south of theborder, where
labor is cheaper. So say the right and Right
Wingers ( they’re a whole bunch of bible
fanatics you know.) It never ends! I say we
take Mexico and Canada over! We have the
military power, let’s use it! We would not
need NAFTA if we WERE North America!!!

I'm just a Machiavellian Imperialist
though. I could care less if everyone was
equaland happy. In factIdon’t wantequal-
ity or peaceon earth.l want tobeontopand
besides, peace is dull. If they want to put
something on TV I want to see, try D
Blue. Sex on free TV! “What a world, what
a world” to quote the Wicked Witch. Oh,
maybe youdon‘t want sexon TV? OK, I can
deal with that. Just play Apocalypse Now,
Full Metal Jacket and Platoon all day!

I want to see blood and guts! If the sta-
tions can’t pullthat off why not play reruns
from the gulf War? Man, was I happy
camper during that. Death, my favorite
Horseman, was on TV every night. Why
not show the way they cleared the trenches
of Iraqi soldiers at night? Blowtorches and
tanks with plows! Can we say toast boys
and girls?

Well if I pissed you off with this let me
knoworifyourealizeit's brilliantand want
to send me money, the Voice has a new
Commentary Editor,and 'msure he’d love
to hear from you. Until then, I will stand 6n
my soapbox and complain without offer-
ing any kind of solution. I'm a Calvinist
you know, Calvin and Hobbes, Bill
Waterson style that is.

opment. Do you think that Blacks/
Latinos oranyone living in the ghettos will
remain complacent in their misery? There
is a new spirit of resistance born out of the
LA.. Spring Rebellion that encompasses
Rople of all different ethnic backgrounds.

e media continues the attempt to divide
the people, but we will not be divided. I say
itwas right torebel, forward from rebellion
to revolution.

On September 19, the LAPD and the
Housing Authority Police beat up and ar-

rested five members of the Revolutionary
Communist Youth Brigade ( source: Revo-
lutionary Worker-November, 7,1993). One
young woman, Sasha, had her legs broken.
On October 10, the LA Housing Police
kidnapped and tortured two other Brigade
members. What were these youths doing
to receive such a punishment? They had
been in the Nickerson Gardens housing
projects in LA where they were organizing
thepeoplebyhandingoutleaflets. Joe Vealy,
aformerBlack Panther memberand amem-
ber of the Revolutionary Communist Party
said, “ Their worst nightmare is to see the
anger and rebelliousness of those they vic-
timize and brutalize every day hook up
with the fighting spirit and plan of the
revolutionaries.” For people who live in
the state’s concentration camps, it is not
uncommon to have Gestapo style raids
occur where brutal police terror attempts
tosettherules of “conduct.” Theamount of
money funded for police and jails contin-
ues to rise. The front cover of last Friday’s
Daily News reported the latest riot gear
that has been issued to the police depart-
ment . The state wants to use this military
equipment and it wants to do this ina way
that keeps these viscous attacks hidden
and quiet where the people of the inner
cities and urban centers are completely
isolated to face the system and its enforcers
alone. The mediaand theinstitutes of learn-
ing simply perpetuate the negative hype to
alienate the victims of the U.S. gov’t and
Capitalism by distorting and denying the
naked truth.

The Troglodytes

by Ramzi Rouighi

It’s almost the end of the first semester at
the new campus! We all have our little
routines and nobody cares about the archi-
tecture or the environment anymore. We
all got used to the New Campus. We even
got used tothebuildings’ poeticnamesand
to stepping on the alumni’s names!

In the beginning, we all had some-
thing to say about the campus. It was
big, the buildings were ugly, the caf-
eteria looked like a prison, likea womb
for some people. The structures were
ugly, they weren’t functional, they
didn’t embody the spirit of Academe.
The library was a hideous copy of an
Italian post-modern structure. And
now, all that buzz has stopped. Every-
body knows what to say. Everybody
knows what the others have to say.
And we all checked our positions and
chose the most comfortable one(s). (The
“s” is for the opportunists amongst
us). ‘

Now that all of this has been sedimented

and routinized let’s try to see what this was

all about.

Faced with novelty we seem to (have)
react(ed). Does it move us? Well, if we
judge by the effervescence of comments
that took place we can safely answer affir-
matively.

So, the question arises: what is the rela-
tionship between our comments on the
aesthetical and functional valuesof thenew
structure and us? In other words, why did
we express.our opinions in those terms
(beauty and utility)?

First beauty, it seems that we inherited
the attitude of aesthetical judgment from
our ancient ancestors. They were particu-
larly interested in beauty and its role in the
metaphysical theories they presented. The
concept of utility is however rather new,
comparatively. Modernization (capitalism)
is at the basis of such a consciousness.

For our concern, we should try to see

. how theses concepts, Beauty and Utility,

are related in our time (today). What is

considered beautiful today? How would
you answer? You could say that beauty is
relative to the social position of the judge.
So, if this were to be true, what is beautiful
for somebody (say rich and educated) is
different from what is beautiful for some-
body else (say poor and uneducated). What
about gender, race, culture...? Well, we
would have to agree that they all influence
individual decisions on aesthetic judg-
ments.

Hey, this is getting crazy! If 1 understand
myself (very difficult!), beauty is not a uni-
versal concept but rathera personal matter.
This is totally insane! I cannot see the indi-
vidual outside the society. So, the question
arises to whether a social concept of beauty
exists, even if at the implicit level. In other
words, are our views participating in a
social construction of Beauty?

You may ask yourself what is the use of
my questioning and what is its relevance.
This would show that youarea fully grown
Modern person. Remember “Time is
Money!”, Education is money and Art is
money too. Everything has its worth in
money. But is beauty money? (Is Money
Beauty?) Should we consider the useful-
ness of an artwork to determine its aes-
thetic value? Do wehaveto use pre-modern
standards of judgment for modern art-
works? Why? What is an artwork anyway?

Well,intheageof mass production, mass
consumption, mass pre-thought
ascepticized opinions, mass alienation, my
questions seem not to be proper.

A question to my Professor Peter The
Great would be: what does it mean today to
say that God is beautiful? How different is
it from do you like your cheese-burger?
(Difference of degree/kind?)

The question I didn’t pose is “what is
beauty?” It wouldn’t have been useful to

ose it... ; ’

Let’s hope that our professors (beautiful
souls!) would have the beautiful and useful
reflex of educating ($) us in this matter.

So, to all Liberal Arts Professors, this is a
desperate appeal..."
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HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY? GOT AN OPINION?

DOES
S OMETHING

REALLY PISS YOU
OF | e

WELL WHY ARE YOU SITTING THERE? IF YOU'VE GOT SOMETHING TO
SAY (AND WE KNOW YOU DO,) THEN GET UP OFF YOUR ASS AND TELL THE
WORLD ABOUT IT! GO TO YOUR TYPEWRITER, RIGHT NOW! PICK UP A
PEN, OR A PENCIL, OR EVEN A CRAYON AND WRIT HAT YOU THINK.
THEN SEND IT BY WHATEVER MEANS NECESSARY (MAIL, HAND
DELIVERY, OR CARRIER PIDGEON) TO THE COLLEGE VOICE, 2800
VICTORY BLVD. STATEN ISLAND NY 10314, BUILDING 1-C RM 230.
ATTENTION: COMMENTARY EDITOR

DO IT TODAY!

| THE COLLEGE ¥WOICE Membership Form
REMEMBER: IF YOU 2800 Victory Blvd; Staten Island, NY 10314; Building 1-C, Room 230; Tcl. (718) 982 3091
DON'T SEND US B {
YOUR OPINIONS, = g

'THEN WE HAVE TO Py
RUN OUR OWN, AND - S -
WE CAN GET
P R E T T Y Home Phone Work Phone
REPETITIVE!
Areas of interest
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.......President Kennedy Slain In Dallas......

Lone Nut Or Lyndon Johnson?

-1l that can besaid with certainty, concerning the
- {eventsthattranspired in Dallas’ Dealy Plaza on
November 22nd 1963, is that a bullet tore sickly
G ¥ through the skull of President Kennedy. After
he slumped lifelessly in reaction to the fatal head shot, his
wife, dressed in pink, scoured the rear trunk for remnants
of his head. And without Abraham Zapruder’s infamous
8 millimeter home video, surely by know, these facts
would be disputed as well.

Who pulled thetrigger? How many bullets? How many
wounds? All these large and lofty questions persist. But
even the weather of that clear, Autumn day has been
disputed unendingly in volumes and volumes of books
(by some counts over 2,000), documentaries, studies and
onebig, Hollywood film. Thirty years later, the murder of
JFK is a labyrinth of a whodunit that the greatest of
mystery writers could not have possibly conceived.

By now many of the figures involved are all too familiar
thanks to outdated encyclopedias and grammar school
history lessons. Lee Harvey Oswald, crazed loner, scoped
a perfect shot from the sixth floor of the Texas School Book
Depository—where he happened to be employed—and
blasted at Kennedy three times. He escaped, was later
arrested, and while he was detained, photos and history
about his past surfaced. Pictures of him dressed in black
holding the rifle he shot Kennedy with and communist
affiliations made Oswald an easy man to hate, especially
for a grieving nation. One man hated him more than
others however—a man named Jack Ruby. He shot and

killed Oswald and buried the living evidence, leaving the
country satisfied that Oswald was more likely than not the
lone assassin, and perhaps even satisfied that this lunatic
suffered the vengeance he deserved to suffer.
Kennedy-Oswald-Ruby is, or at least was, the assassina-

And of course, it is easy to laugh off such a byzantine and
bizarre set of circumstances. Easy until one actually follows
the trail and finds out who Lee Harvey Oswald had affilia-
tions with, and who his affiliations had affiliations with.
Evenifyouareconvinced Oswald pulled thetriggeralone—

30 Years After: Who

Was JFK's Assassin?

tion to most people. But not for all. Not for Oliver Stone,
Harrison Edward Livingstone, Robert J. Groden, David
Lifton, or L. Fletcher Prouty. These are just a few names
from a patriotic or paranoid clique that have been affec-
tionately branded “conspiracy theorists.” They say men
named David Ferrie, Guy Bannister and Clay Shaw were
playing with anti-Castro Cubans, the mob, right-wing
fanatics, multi-national corporations, the National Secu-
rity Council, J. Edgar Hoover, the FBI, the CIA and, yes,
Lyndon Johnson, to dethrone Kennedy, essentially halt
Kennedy’s progressiveagenda, and reestablish big money
and big power as the ruling oligarchy in America. It was
acoup-dé-tét they say—a revolution by stone-faced, power-
hungry white men at the highest echelons. It was the
beginning of the end, and many have speculated, the
launching pad for future and related covert actions: Viet-
nam, Watergate, the October Surprise, Iran-Contra.

andtheevidencehereis strong—histrail of intrigueisablack
mark onthesoul of the U.S. Intelligence community, as is the
investigation into the President’s murder that ensued. The
most important thing to do is corral all the suspects—and
indeed, many of theaforementioned are legitimatesuspects—
cut and paste their circumstance and motives, and judge for
yourself. But rely not on the cartoonish caricatures the
mainstream media put forth when dealing with “conspiracy
theorists.” While they, like everyone else, are out too make
a buck, and one conspiracy doesn’t match the other, one
thing remains absolutely clear. There is a lot of opaque
smoke surrounding the death of President Kennedy. In
many ways, the “puff of smoke” on the grassy knoll that
some say they saw right after the shooting is a symbol of this
entire case: In the xend, only the people who saw it know
what they saw, and only the people involved know what
theydid. Fortherest of us, there is only the known evidence.

Lee Harvey Oswald

The most superficial examination of Lee
Harvey Oswald’s brief life paints a portrait
of an a schizophrenic man obsessed with
guns, politics and his place in history.
Clearly, itis not difficult, given the events of
Oswald’s 24 years, to convict him and walk
away from the JFK assassination. How-
ever, his mental deficiencies aside, the curi-
osities surrounding Oswald loom large. In
fact, for a man with such mental deficien-
cies, hehad access, and was followed closely
by, government official at the highest levels
of Washington and the Kremlin.

A restless child with very average grades
in school, Oswald joins the New Orleans
Civil Air Patrol in 1955 at the age of 15.
Some say that the execution of the
Rosenberg’s, as communist traitors in 1953,
marks Oswald's political and ideological
awakening. At 16 he attempted to join the
Socialist Party's Youth League. At 17, he
joins the Marines.

IntheCorps, hehad access to many of the
things he was fascinated by: guns, elec-
tronichardware, and political structure. His
fellow soldiers’ opinion of whether he was
a good marksmen or not differs, but his
official record seems to say he was a good or
evenvery good shot. Heis soon transferred
to Atsugi Air Base in Japan, which is also
where U2 spy planes fly highly sensitive
reconnaissance missions into the Soviet
Union. The CIA’s presence is heavy at
Atsugi.

Author Edward J. Epstein contends that
Oswald was not living the life of a normal
Marine, but rather wandering into off-lim-
its areas and seeking radical Japanese com-
munists who might be interested in the

information he was accruing as a Marine.

Meanwhile, Oswald’serraticbehavior (he
has disagreements with officersand wounds
himself in the foot with a rifle he’s not sup-
posed to have) earns him a long tour of KP
duty, which leadstoabout of intensedisillu-
sionment. He attacks an officer at a bar and
is given harsher punishment. This yields
even deeper discontent, and to Oswald’s
open denunciation of Capitalism, and open
support of Marxist philosophy. He is never
disciplined for this distinctly un-Marine-
like behavior. From here, he plans an intri-
cate defection to the Soviet Union, despite
the fact that he appeared to have about $200
in his bank account.

The KGB considers Oswald’s case and
denies him political asylum. His visa ex-
pired, he must leave the country, crushed
and embittered. Oswald, on theday he s to
leave the Soviet Union, is found with his
wrists slit in a hotel bathtub.

From the hospital, Oswald is interviewed
by the KGB, and the data he provides is
antiquated to say the least. Still, the KGB
considers using him as a spy. As the KGB
deliberates, he goes to the US embassy in
Russia, and renounces his citizenship, and
informs agents there that he is going to re-
veal to the Soviets all the information he had
learned while in the Marines.

The KGB then sends Oswald to Minsk.

Some contend the KGB set him up in style, -

leading to the contention that he was being
molded for spy purposes, while others say
his standing was average for a defector. Best
evidence suggests that he was, in fact, doing
quite well for himself. The KGB, all the
while, keeps tabs on Oswald. In fact, while
JEKissworninas presidentin early 1960, not
only the KGB, but the FBI and CIA as well,

are tracking Oswald for intelligence, or
counter-intelligence purposes. As with the
Marines, Oswald is becomingdisillusioned
with the Soviet Union. Soon afterwards, he
meets Marina Prusakova, the future Mrs.
Oswald. . Her Uncle works for Soviet Do-

mestic Intelligence and speculation that’

Marina was an agent out to intentionally
marryOswald exists, but it has been refuted
by Soviet agents. The KGB continues to
keep track of Oswald, tapping his and
Marina’s apartment. Married after only six
weeks, they give birth to a daughter June,
and finally, Oswald is let back into the U.S.
Conspiracy theorists say that a person with
Oswald’srecord should never havebeen let
back into the States, but it did take much
prodding and about 18 months. Heis inter-
viewed by the FBI upon his return, and the
report suggests that Oswald was aggres-
sive and evasive. He even seemed to sug-
gest that he was an agent of the US.
Government. The CIA never seemed to
interviewed him upon his return, contra-
dictory to standard procedure. A recent
PBS Frontline documentary, however, un-
covered a newly classified document, with
somesentences blacked-out, that seemed to
suggest Oswald was indeed interrogated.
Iteven had initials that many former agents
remember as one Andy Anderson, how-
evernofurtherevidence could be produced.
No extensive report of an Oswald debrief-
ing or interrogation has ever been found,
though some insiders say there definitely
is, or was, one.

By Autumn, 1962, Oswald appears to be
growing moreaggressive, picking fights at
work and, apparently even striking Ma-
rina. His politicalawareness grows as well,
as he reads several Communist publica-

tions that he is receiving from a P.O. box
under the alias Alex Hidell. He becomes
critical of President Kennedy’s anti-Castro
Cuban policy, but his attention diverted by
another political figure:right-wingreaction-
ary General Edwin Walker.

A virulent anti-Castroite (and racist),
Oswald attempts to assassinate Walker. He
shot at him once, as he satin hisliving room,
but missed. Anti-conspiracy author Gerald
Posner sees Oswald’s attempt tokill Walker
asastabat history—an attempt to stopanup
and coming Hitler. He was fired from his
job, fourdays priortohisattempton Walker's
life. A neighborhood youth says, tothisday,
that he saw a two cars escaping afterwards,
suggesting Oswald’s involvement in a con-
spiracy, however, Oswald supposedly told
Marina, after racing home pale and sweat-
ing, that he had committed the act on foot.

Oswald then headed off to New Orleans,
in April 1963 for reasons seemingly un-
known. Marina joined him soon afterward.
As November 22nd approached, Oswald’s
world continued to crumble around him.

(Please see “Camp St. Connection.” and
“Mexico City” entry for more on Oswald.)

To dismiss Oswald as a lone gunman,
after his wading through myriad U.S. and
Soviet offices at the highest level is nothing
short of irresponsible. What it all really
means is unclear, however once again we
are offered a murky maze of motives, con-
nections and affiliations. But in the case of
Oswald, it also offers a picture of a driven
man brought to the brink, who all investiga-
tors of the assassination should believe was
capable of doing this. He was not, as Jim
Garrison has said, a hero. He was a deeply
troubled man. It also can’t be ignored—
simple facts get tossed aside in the smoke
often—that Garrison worked in the book
depository,and thatthe neighbor that drove
him to work on the morning of the assassi-
nation, said that he had a long, brown pack-
age he claimed were curtain rods. It, of
course, could have been the infamous bolt
actionrifle pinned on Oswald as the weapon
in Kennedy’s killing.

by Darrin DeRosa and Thomas Deignan
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History Etched in Stone — JFK The Movie

Movies often have a tremendous impact
on the way the public views people and
events, prompting the belief by many that
filmmakers have a responsibility to their
audiences to be as truthful as possible. After
thereleaseof Oliver Stone’s JFK , many of its
younger viewers assumed that what Stone
had nted them with was a reenactment
of what actually happened three decades
earlier; before this, their knowledge of the
events surrounding Dealy Plaza essentially
came from a few pages in a long forgotten
history textbook. Thenalong comes this three
hour cinematic work essentially carrying the
message: don’t trust the establishment —
this is what really happened. Naturally the
young are going to be more influenced by a
stylish movie than by a few pages of text. So
it was that many were introduced to the

.tragedy of the Kennedy assassination. This
was one of the concerns expressed by many
over this lavishly produced, star studded
film; for if the facts weren’t there, was the
film really as noble in its efforts to discover
the truth as it appeared to be?

Many films face controversy once they are
released and exposed to the public. One
recent film that comes to mind is The Pro-
gram, which became the subject of contro-
versy when producers decided tocuta scene
depicting teens proving their courage by

. lying down in the center of a busy roadway;
this scene was linked to deaths and injuries
of teens who attempted to imitate what they
had seen on screen. Many felt that the pro-
ducers’ decision was a wise one, and agreed
that the scene should have been cut. Others,
however, felt that this was an infringement
on the filmmaker’s creative rights, and that

theteens who were hurt should haveknown

better than to attempt something so danger-
ous.

Aswithmost controversiesinvolving films,
thedebate over The Program madethe head-
lines for a couple of days, and then faded
from public attention. However, Stone's JFK
faced quite a different level of controversy;
instead of thedebates starting afterthe film’s
release, here the altercations began during
mpmduction and continue to this day.

y the brutal and ridiculously numerous
assaults? Surely the press could have found
someone more deserving of criticism than a
filmmaker and his script.

An Attempte

The attacks came swiftly and mercilessly
in many forms, including written assaults
and political cartoons; one such onslaught
was an article which bore the headline “Dal-
las in Wonderland,” implying that Stone’s
film was more fantasy than fact. Thecreators
ofsuchslander wereintent on destroying the
film before it was even released, and did
there best to discredit any aspect of the film
they could. Managing to get an allegedly
pilfered copy of the script, some shot down
the storyline, claiming that Stone was ma-
lizr;i‘ng American history. Since scenes are
often rewritten shortly before being shot, to
baseafilmonanunfinalized draft ofits script
is ludicrous, yet many jumped on the Stone
bashing bandwagon because of these re-
ports. Birector Stone was forced not only to
put up with the rigors of making a film the
size of JFK, but to act as its defense attorney
aswell, constantly writing articlesand letters
to countermand the insinuations brought
forth by those against his film. Many of these
people attack Stone for trying to rewrite
history to suit his own beliefs; he was in fact
quoted as saying “I consider myself a person
who'’s taking history and shaping it in a
certain way, like Shakespeare shaped Henry
V. “ Yet recreating history wasn’t the only
charge against Stone.

One of the accusations centers around the
main character, New Orleans District Attor-
ney Jim Garrisox;éflayed Kevin Costner.
Stone has Garrison as a good ol
apple pie eating American, pursuing the
" death of Kennedy with devout patriotism,
wanting to know whyand how thedemise of
his"slagl father leader” occurred. The fact of
the matter is, many have come forward to

d Assassination -

criticize Garrison, stating that his prosecu-
tion of businessman Clay Shaw was an ob-
session which ultimately destroyed Shaw’s
reputation, and proved nothing; after a
month-long trial, the jury took less than one
hour todecidethat Clay Shaw was innocent.
Those that feel Garrison was not the hero
Stoneimpliesbringout the fact that Garrison
followed any lead, no matter how small; in
oneinstance healmost attempted to bringin
as a witness someone who had actually did
yearsbeforetheassassinationeventook place
(Garrison believed he was set up by the CIA
or FBI to discredit him.) Other accusations
state that Garrison was recommended for
gfychological study while in the armed
rces. Harold Weisburg, recognized as the
father of the all conspiracy theorists, wrote
to Stone in anger over the way Garrison was
bein%vrortrayed: “You have every right to
Blay ack Sennett in a Keystone Kops Pink
anther,” wrote the 78 year old, “but as an
investigator, Jim Garrison could not find a
pubichairina whorehouseatrushhour.” As
the filming of the movie progressed, Stone
himself seemed to agree that Garrison’s
investigation may have taken on a fanatical

slant.
Just Call Me “X”

Long known as a filmmaker who uses his
talent to vent his feelings about Vietnam,
(Platoon, Born on the Fourthof July ) Stone was
now being accused of going one step too far:
JFK makes implications that Kennedy was
assassinated by our own military and secret
services because his actions were threaten-
ing their profit and control margins. Based
ox\g in E:ntions of National Security Ac-
tion Memos (NSAMs) and the testimony of
former high level military personnel, Stone
used the character of “X” to propose these
theories. X confidesinGarrisonthat Kennedy
was making huge waves in the hierarchy of
ﬁvemment,mllm' g foralimited withdrawal

m Vietnam and also aring to break
down the structure of the CIA, thereby im-
iting its power. X, and thereby Stone, insinu-
ates that this E?’mpﬁed the “Industrial/
Military Complex” to plan Kennedy’s assas-
sination, which would put Vice President
Johnson in the White House. In a related
scene, itis suggested that Johnson conspired
with the intelligence community, mis-
ing them “their war” for helgin§l im be-
comepresident. Even Warner Brothers, who
released the film, were nervous about this
insinuation. The fact that there were con-
firmed reports that Johnson actually said
words to this effect did little to calm their
fears.

Played by Donald Sutherland, X is based
on Colonel L. Fletcher Prouty, formerly the
liaison officer between the Air Force and the
CIA. Prouty, who did not meet Garrison
until after the trial of Clay Shaw, fueled
Stone’s visions of conspiracy in the govern-
ment for much of the filming of JFK. How-
ever, Stone would later discover that Prouty
was not the grandfatherly man heseemed to
be. Reports from Stone's researchers began
to uncover ties between Prouty and anti-
Semitic groups; this prompted Stone’s advi-
sors to suggest getting rid of Prouty while
they could. Stone didn’t seem to think this
was necessary, stating “I’ m doing a film on
the assassination of John Kennedy, not the
life of Fletcher Prouty.”

Stone’s feelings on the matter would soon
change, for another military person he hired
as an advisor, John Newman, would begin
to contradict information that Prouty was
giving to Stone. Newman, an active duty
major in the Army during the production of
the film, was writing his thesis paper to
receive his PhD. Basing his on his
belief Kennedy would havewi&a rawn from
Vietnam had he lived, Newman sent a tele-
gram to Stone offering his services as an
advisor. Once hired, Newman built a fast
trust for Stone, and Stone for Newman. It
was Newman, in fact, that helped Stone

confront Prouty on some of the major topics :

discussed in the film, specifically NSAMs
263 and 273.

NSAM 263 was signed by President
Kennedy, and effectively called for a with-
drawal of 1000 troops by Christmas of that
year; hedid this only weeks before the assas-
sination. NSAM 273 took a much stronger
stanceon Vietnam, and wassigned by newly
sworn in President Johnson before the slain
Kennedy was even laid to rest. Prouty in-
sisted that Kennedy aid McGeorge Bundy
had drafted NSAM 273 without the
President’s knowledge, linking him to an
intricate conspiracy plot. Newman discov-
ered that Bundy’s name appeared nowhere
on the NSAM, and warned Stone against
implying something so incriminating based
on a error of Prouty’s. Still, even Newman
couldn’t change all aspects of the film, leav-
ing the critics to attack areas they found
altered history in the slightest.

Many felt that Stone was doing more than
taking artistic liberties, feeling, in fact, that
he was abusing them. Thus the attacks con-
tinued throughout the films release, coming
under fire from many factions who felt that
the murder of President Kennedy was car-
ried out by Oswald alone, or by groups
outside the US.

Aesthetic Approval

However, despite all the efforts of those
opposed to Stone’s film, themovie wasa hit
with the critics and public alike. Critics
praised Stone’s undeniableability to crafta
powerful visual experience; the film sports
some of the most creative editing in film
history. The public appreciated not only
the stylish way in which the movie was
filmed, but werealso intrigued by its impli-
cations; for better or worse, the country
was simmering with queries as to what
actually happen that fateful November af-
ternoon.

Does the End Justify the

Means?
Thisbringsusbacktothestatements made
at the beginning of this article: concerning
the accurate portrayal of historical events,
howmuchresponsibility doesthefilmmaker

awweh
h
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bear? Some would say that the truth is the
mostimportant thing; others would suggest
that the purpose of mainstream movies is to
make money, and if events or situations
need to be changed to augment profit, so be
it. Stone is looking to combine the two. He
admits that certain liberties were taken, yet
his ultimate goal is to reach the truth; the
profitheseekstoaugmentisnot monetaryin
nature, it comes in the form of stirring the
public to seek the truth with him. In hisown
words: “The murder of John Kennedy wasa
seminal event for me and for millions of
Americans. It changed the course of history.
It was a crushing blow to our country and to
millions of people around the world. It put
an abrupt end to a period of innocence and
great idealism. . .This is not. . .the Jim Garri-
sonstory.’ Itdoes usethe Garrisoninvestiga-
tion as a vehicle to explore the credible
assassination theories, and incorporates ev-
erything that has been discovered in the 20
years since Garrison’s efforts. It does not
&/u;"port to “solve” this murder mystery.

at I hope this film will do, when it is
finished, is remind people how much our
nation and world lost when President
Kennedy died, and to ask anew what might -
have happened and why. In the words of
Thomas Jefferson, ‘Eternal vigilance is the
price of Liberty. . .’ Even today, our film is
having to rely on bits and pieces of informa-
tion because the Warren Commission urged
that its material be sealed and kept from the
public until the year 2039. Even then, the
CIA hastheoption of continuing this censor-
ship until the year 2118. Are the interests of
the American public served by waiting this
long?”

Some say Stone is just saying these words
to appear as the good guy; whether this is
true or not can only be answered by Stone’s
conscience. In the end the answer is actually
irrelevant, for regardless of what the inten-
tion of thefilm was, weasthe publichavethe
ability to use it as a catalyst in the search for
the truth. Without a search for the truth, all
other searches become meaningless.
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Who Didn’'t?

Of Conspiracies, Cover-L

The Camp Street Connection

According to conspiracy theorists, the
sniper’s nest in the murder of JFK was not
in the sixth floor of the book depository in
Dallas, butin the heart of the French Quar-
ter in New Orleans. The stew of ideologi-
cal figures that may have run into each
other at 544 Camp Street in the summer of
1963 is a cross spectrum of almost every
group and theory that exists in attempting
to figure out who killed JFK. There is
enough intrigue at this address alone to
keep conspiracy proponents spinning webs
for hours.

To begin with, it is where the offices
of one Guy Banister were located. Ban-
ister, a former Naval Intelligence and
FBl agent, held a private investigator’s
office at this address. This address is
the same one purportedly used by sev-
eral virulently anti-Castro Cuban
groups. Banister, a member of the
right-wing John Birch Society and
paramilitary Minutemen, is said to
have given a big hand to these groups,
since they too, had offices registered
at 544 Camp. In addition, David
Ferrie—another known right wing fa-
natic active in the anti-Castro cause—
appeared to frequent these offices as
well. Ferrie and Banister did investi-
gative work for the mafia as well.
Clearly, we have the makings of a se-
rious group of right-wing, anti-Castro
Cubans here, with scattered ties to the
FBI, Naval intelligence and the mob—
many of the same factions that earlier
worked together to rub out Castro.
And there is strong evidence that Ban-
isterand Ferric wereinvolved the Lake
Ponchartrain training camp. This mili-
tary training sight in New Orleans,
was where many bay of Pigs veterans
and other anti-Castro Cubans trained
for another invasion of Cuba. Lake
Ponchartrain was eventually raided
and shut down and some of the weap-
ons that surfaced there were the weap-
ons taken in a raid on a munitions
camp in Houma, Louisiana. Ferrieand
Banister were implicated in that raid.
Jim Garrison and others have asserted
that the Houmas incident was no raid,
but a simple weapons transfer for the
anti-Castro movement done with the
support and knowledge of the CIA.
An attorney involved in the case be-
lieved the same. No one has ever con-
firmed the presence of Oswald at any

of these camps, but thereare, of course,
rumors. Eventually, Lake Ponchhrtrain
was shut down by the FBI, giving the
figures immersed init—Ferrieand Ban-
ister likely included—another reason
to despise the Kennedy's.

These Camp St. facts—if not every one of
theassociations and connections—arefairly
well-substantiated. However the juiciest
stuff is murkier. More specifically, when

looked at with a cold eye, it is hard to pin -

down the fact that Lee Harvey Oswald was
a ubiquitous presence at 544 Camp St. as
Stone contends in JFK. But Stone is not
totally falsifying this connection, viewed
by many asthe great link that broughtall of
the interested parties together. Oswald’s
main connection to 544 Camp are the “Fair
Play For Cuba Committee” leaflets he was
handing out directly in front of this build-
ing. “Fair Play” was the brainchild of
Oswald and he was “the committee's” only
member. However theaddresson the pam-
phlets was..544 Camp St. In the heart of
anti-Castro land, in the heart of the U.S.

Intelligence community, here is Oswald, .

publicly supporting Castro. And concern-
ingall this, Author Gerald Posner, an anti-
conspiracy writer, has little to say.

The mere possibility that Oswald ran
any office whatsoever out of this building
and was not harassed by Banister and his
cohorts is unthinkable. Although there
were some scuffles outside—which led to
Oswald’s arrest and subsequent appear-
ance on a radio program—they had to do
with Oswald’s interest in unrelated anti-
Castro groups. One of those members,
Carlos Bringuier, stumbled across Oswald,
who had approached Bringuier as an anti-
Castroite. When Bringuier saw Oswald
was distributing pro-Castro literature, he
became incensed, which led to an alterca-
tion. Some speculate this was a staged
incident to further enhance Oswald’s im-
age as a supporter of Castro, but the evi-
dence is basically the lone testimony of a
police officer.

Was Oswald in fact adouble agent work-
ing with Banister and Ferrie to wipe out
Castro? Or Kennedy? Or, as a true Castro
supporter, was he simply infiltrating the
enemy in an attempt to impress larger,
more prominent pro-Castro groups?

Either way, thelinkage is eerie, and can-
notbedismissed as coincidence. ButPosner
doesoffer some “nonsinister” explanations.

Claiming Oswald could not afford to
rent the apartment at $30 a-month, and
citing numerous witnesses who say they

This editorial illustration ran in the Toronto Star,
after the assassination.” '

never saw Oswald there, Pozner says it is
feasible Oswald simply put the address
down as a front, much the way he fabri-
cated the existence of any real Fair Play For
Cuba committee, since it was a one man—
Oswald—operation.

Furthermore, the witnesses that say
Oswald did make an appearances at 544
Camp are shaky at best, loony at worst.
Jack Martin is the most credible.. Posner
notes that he was admitted drunk, and that
earlier Martin made statements contradict-
ing the ones he went on to say. Posner also
quotes a mutual friend of Banister and
Ferrie, saying that Martin was a chronic
liar. But Posner’s refutation of Martin is not
as thorough as many of his others.

Meanwhile, another witness, Delphine
Roberts, Banister’s secretary, comes off in
Posner’s interview as a quasi-mystic sniv-
eling bigot who has consistently changed
her own story. In addition, her story has

own when several investigators into the
JFK killing paid her to provide informa-

tion. Roberts, in short, is a rotten witness. -

Still, thecoincidenceisdamning enough.
And another one of Posner’s strongest con-
tentions was recently shattered by a daz-
zling PBS "Frontline"” documentary entitled
“Who Was Lee Harvey Oswald?” Many
have contended that, not only did Ferrie
and Oswald know each other at Camp St.,
but years before, in the Civilian Air Patrol.
Posner systematically refuted this by point-
ing to documents that show that Oswald
was in the Patrol during a period when
Ferrie had been discharged, so they could
not have possibly run into each other. But
PBS’ “Frontline” unearthed a photo that
clearly shows Ferrie and Oswald and oth-
ers standing around in military garb. Did
they know each other? Did they talk poli-
tics? Did Ferrie make homosexual advance
on Oswald? All have been speculated,
none substantiated. But the photo again

leaves open perhaps the smokiest aspect of

the Kennedy killing.

Mob Rules?

The theory that the mafia, exclusively or
as co-conspirators, were involved in JFK’s
murder can be considered somewhat of a
lingering orsilent theory among conspiracy
proponents. It’s always there, it always
makes sense, the motives and the means
are well-accounted for, and there is even a
smoking-gun star witness. And yet, it
doesn’t quite have the pizazz of the CIA,
the military industrial complex or the Na-
tional Security Council. It lacks that ele-
ment of danger, that coup de tat
consequence, that, dare it be said, Holly-
wood star quality.

Or perhaps it's just too simple. Like
believing Oswald acted alone, saying the
mob did it simply makes too much sense.
One needn’t look further than Attorney
General Bobby Kennedy’s unparalleled war
on organized crime. Government intelli-
gence officers, who tapped the phones of
many of the mafia’s main figures, recall
actual talks discussing the rubout of the
century, that which would kill JFK, and
lead, of course, to the dismissal of Bobby
Kennedy at A.G., with Lyndon Johnson’s
disdain for the Kennedy’s well known.

And yet it goes much deeper than that.
Like may other tasty morsels of evidence,
the mafia connection has strong links to the
New Orleans connection. Carlos Marcello
headed the mob in New Orleans. In 1961,
RFK had Marcello, to great personal em-
barrassment, deported to Cuba. This on
top of the A.G.’s ongoing crusade, allowed
Marcello to feel adequate animosity to-
wards the Kennedy family.

Furthermore, David Ferrie was a well-
known aid to Marcello. Also, the mob had
a sincere monetary interest in the Cuban
situation, since prior to Castro’s romantic
revolution, it was raking in millions in

Havanna’s hotels and Casinos. It had ev-
ery reason, therefore, to despise JFK for his
supposed “softness” on Castro, as evi-
denced in his last-minute retreat in the Bay
of Pigs, a CIA-funded anti-Castro rebellion
that was quickly squashed because, many
have contended, JFK refused to provideair
support.

And of course there is the most widely-
known link: Jack Ruby. Ruby, some claim,
was a small-to-medium size mobster, or at
least had ties, and was involved in pre-
Kennedy gun running operations in Cuba

mob-influenced Teamsters Union, told him
to deliver a message to Marcello and Santos
Trafficante, (Florida’s mob boss) that said
essentially, it’s time to kill Kennedy.
Posner points out, however, that these
remarks contradict Ragano’s statements
made after the assasination. More convinc-
ing, and troubling about Ragano’s disclo-
sures however, are their timing—right after
thereleaseof Stone’sJFK, and rightashe was
attempting to sell his autobiography. Fur-
thermore, events in the seventies caused
some bad blood between Trafficante and

Of Sivise olls
fcing Gun — In Tl
|Of President Kl

thatled Castro to power. Healso had many
friends with criminal records, notsuprising
since he himself was arrested nine times
Why did Ruby shoot Oswald? He ini-
tially said it was an unmeditated act of
ﬁatriotic passion aimed at sparring Jackie
ennedy further pain. But it is easy to
speculate that Ruby was hired to snuff out
the one man—the patsy—who knew all
the complexities of the plot to kill Kennedy,

_ that man being Oswald.

However Gerald Posner refutes this. He
contends, not only that Ruby’s involve-
ment in a mafia plot would have been
illogical and sloppy given Ruby’s person-
ality and reputation, but that Ruby’s mafia
tiesaretotally unsubstantiated. Interviews
with associates strongly. confirm this.
Posner also soberly debunks and
deemphasizes the importance of the nu-
merous witnesses who claim to have seen
Ruby in highly suspicious places the week-
end of the assassination, such as in Dealy
Plaza before and during the assasination
and at Dallas’ Parkland Memorial where
Kennedy’s body was taken. Ruby denies
being at the latter area, but a reporter actu-
ally testified that he spoke to Oswald at the
hospital. Posner agrees with this also, de-
spite Ruby’s denial. Ruby wasknown tolie
about things, such as his appearances near
the jail where he eventually shot Oswald
that weekend.

By the time Ruby testified and spent
time in jail, he had grown quite deranged.
He believed that he had been injected with
cancer-causing cells and that masses were
being slaugthered in thejail cell below him.

So does Posner’s refutation of Ruby’s
links end the mafia connection? Not quite.
Not until the story of Frank Ragano is
discussed. Ragano describes himself as
Jimmy Hoffa’s attorney and friend. He
contends that Hoffa, then the head of the

Ragano. Onecould make theargument that
this is Ragano’s revenge. Ragano has also
said thatfourdaysbefore hedied, Trafficante
said it wasa mistaketo take outJFK, and that
they should have assasinated Bobby
Kennedy instead.

Posner also interviews agent involved in
mob wiretapping atthetime who say never
once was an actual plot to kill either
Kennedy discussed. Others refute this.

Which brings us to the gruesome story of
Johhny Roselli, a Las Vegas mobster who
was part of the intricate sixties CIA/mafia
webthatattempted to assasinate Fidel Castro.
Syndicated columnist Jack Anderson claims
that Roselli told him that the mob wanted
Oswald rubbed out, because Oswald might
exposetheir partin theassasination. In1976,
as Roselli was

So if Oswald knew Ferrie and Bannister,
hemay havebeen part of amafia plot tokill
Kennedy. The problem is wether or he
knew these two men. There is vehemenet
arguments for and against, as there are
many who say it is not the mafia’s nature to

o after someone so high as the president.
e, of course, could counter that they did

go after Castro, but that is off of American
soil and that was a joint mission with the

CIA.
Was The Photo Faked?
One of the more intriguing moments of
Oliver Stone’s JFK is when the infamous
backyard photo of Oswald—dressed in

* black holding therifle he supposedly used

to shoot Kennedy—surfaces and the dis-
cussion turns to whether or not the photo
was faked. Stone, as other conspiracy
theorists before him, puts forth a fairly
convincing argument. He notes that the
shadows thrown from his nose reflect a
sun in a high noon position while the
shadows on the ground reflect late after-
noon or early morning sun. He also says
that the photo reveals suspicious-looking
marks near Oswald’s chin that could be
crop marks. The final accusation is this:In

. order to make Oswald look like a radical

nut, whoever killed Kennedy needed to
produce hard evidencethat he was one. So
using photographic magic, someone su-
perimposed Oswald’s head onto another
body: Fueling this speculation is the fact
that after he was arrested for murdering
police officer J.D. Tippet hours after the
Kennedy slaying, he was shown the photo
and said it was not him. He said that it was
afake. And Oswald did, for a while, work
with photography.

What Stone doesn’t tell you however is
that there was not one, but three photos of
Oswald taken in his backyard that day.
Also, Oswald’s signature was on the back
ofoneof the photo’s, as well as this phrase,
written in Russian: “Hunter of Fascists!
Ha ha ha.” Handwriting analysts say the
signature is Oswald’s, and 21 photo ana-
lysts told the 1978 House Select Commit-
tee that it is entirely possibleto have, what
would seem, inconsistentshadows thrown
while a photo is taken. And finally, Ma-
rina Oswald remembers taking those very
photos of Oswald.

So the photos are genuine? Well...It
seems that one of the three photos was
non-existent until George De
Morenschlidt, a friend of Oswald’s from
Dallas, turned it over years after the assas-
sination. Oswald apparentley sent the
Bl;oto to him after it was taken. Some say

Morenschlidt had ties to U.S. Intelli-
gence going way back. De Morenshclidt
was found dead, in March 1977, with a

gunshot

prepasring to

wound in his

testify beforetha ‘ " mouth. Re-
Senate Intelli- SO Wlat searchers

gence Commit-

James Duffy

tee, his body, Really Happened and Vincent

and many of its

Ricci claim

;f?url:(smoaﬁv;g;: That Day ? n that  this

an oil drum.
Posner does not

occured

KEVIN COSTNER, PORTRAYING JiM || hours after
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touchon Roselli GARRISON IN OLIVER STONE's JFK Morenschlidt
much, and it’s had arranged

been noted that

G. Gordon Liddy, because of Anderson’s
exposes concerning the clandenstine skull-
duggery of the CIA, he was discussed as a
target of CIA assasination. Anderson, how-
ever, is a bi-partison conspiracy theorist:
He's also written articles questioning the
sexual preferance of one Jim Garrison, who
has been criticized for being over-zealous in
rursuing the homosexual angle of the al-
eged Kennedy conspirators. He was ongce
quoted as saying that the Kennedy
assasination was a “homosexual thrill kill-
lllg-ll.

+ . '
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an interview

with the House Select Committee. The
death was ruled a suicide.

Meanwhile, back to the signatureon the

photo. A recent Frontlinedocumentaryon

PBS suggested that, after analysis, it was
indeed Oswald'’s signature on the back,
debunking a possible forgery. Howevera
fellow believer that this is no fake, Gerald
Posner, in his book Case Closed, says that,
while she’s not certain, it was Marina
Oswald who signed the photo. Posneralso
says that the writing on the photo is too
garbled to analyze.

pS And Covert Operations
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Dealey Plaza Revisited

The Zapruder Film

Perhaps the most incriminating evidence against the
lone assassin theory are the graphic images captured by
Dallas dressmaker Abraham Zapruder with his 8mm Bell
& Howell motion picturecamera. Initially, Zapruder was
thinking of skipping the motorcade entirely; only at the
insistence of one of his secretaries did he decide to go to
Dealey plaza, unknowingly about to shoot some 20 sec-
onds or so of footage that would forever be at the center
of oneof the greatest tragedies of our time. Many feel the
secrets to the mystery of the Kennedy assassination may
be deciphered by analyzing the Zapruder film, provided
people know where to look. Needless to say, where you
look depends on whether you feel there was one shooter,
three, or a dozen. The fact of the matter is, while the
theories surrounding the Zapruder film may change, the
horrifying images themselves will remain the same, and
forever be etched into the memories of Americans.

The Timing of the Shots

Zapruder’s camera filmed action at 18.3 frames per sec-
ond; that is to say that every second of the assassination is
broken down into an average of 18 individual pictures —
approximately 366 still frames that have been under intense
scrutiny since first being shown to the public. Due to the
relatively accurate timing of each frame, the film has acted
as a stopwatch for the assassination. Originally, it was put
forth by the Warren Commission that thefirstshot occurred
between frames 210-225; this was reasoned by the fact that
reenactments indicated that the first clear shot from the
depository coincided with frame 210, and that President
Kennedyis visibly reacting to being wounded by frame225.
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Mexico City

In September of 1963, Oswald attempted to get himselfand
MarinabackintotheSoviet Union. Hetraveled downtoMexico
City and paid visits to both the Soviet and Cuban consulates
there. Ordid he? Some have said Oswald was in factin Dallas
during this time recruiting for anti-Castro groups. Remember
Oswald's political idol, by most accounts, at this point was
Castro, so why would he be helping anti-Castro groups? Two
theories exist:

Theanti-Kennedy factionsinthe government plantedadupe
Oswald in Dallas, Ymvmg him appear as a visible enemy ot
Kennedy knocking on doors with anti-Castro Cubans so that
when Kennedy is shot, witnesses can be produced that can
verify that Oswald wasopenabout his hatred for thepresident.

Which leads oneto believe that he must havebeen in Mexico
City? Not if you believe photos that were released by U.S.
intelligence agencies that are supposedly Oswald but clearly
arenot. Furthermoresomecontend thatls):ome of the witnesses
that saw Oswald in Mexico City were by the CIA.
ClIA tam&ering also devalued bus ticket stubs that were found
among Oswalds possessions after he died. Theorists say they
wereplanted and notethatallaudioand videotapesthat would
have recorded the visit are missing or destroyed. So it seems
Oswald was in neither Dallas nor Mexico City at this time.

Best evidencesuggests that, it is possible, that both witnesses
aretelling the truth here. Several credible witnesses, including
three fromthe Sovietembassy in Mexico City, corroborated the

ce of Oswald in Mexico City, as did Sylvia Duran, a
worker at the embassy. (Many contend Duran’s testimony
came under pressure from the CIA, through its friends in the
Mexico City police force.) Furthermore, Oswald’s signature
remains on the hotel register where he stayed and several
witnesses, admittedly less convincing, recall seeing him going
on the bus back and forth. e

So what of the Dallas scene? Well, if the women who recall
him coming to their door are wrong about the date they
contend, a belief held by Gerald Posner, then Oswald could
have made appearances in both places. However, the women,
whose father was a prominent figure in Cuban politics, swear
by their contentions to this day.

Given the neatest forms of this mess, we are left with this:
Oswald appeared in Dallas as a anti-Castroite, and then soon
before or after, went to Mexico City so that he could get into
Cubaand help Castro’s struggle. Perhaps Oswald was simngy
infiltrating anti-Castro groups. But why all the CIA and
fumbling—wrong Oswald in the picture, no tape of his being
there and an October 10th memo chronicling Oswald’s activi-
ties whilethere. Somehave contended anaudiotapeof Oswald
existed months after theassassination and was even played for
the Warren Commission. Others say those tapes, as routine
dictates, weredestroyed. Thistypeof confusionistypicalof this
entire case. When Oswald returned to Dallas, he got the job at
the book depository and the CIA informed the local chapter of
the FBI of Oswald’s latest activities. Soon after, more Oswald

sighting: in Dallas saw him acting overtly unstable. Was it .

really Oswald? By thesametoken, weeks beforethe assassina-
tion, Oswald appears to havesevered histiestohis “cohorts”in
New Orleans. There are witnesses, however, who say his
Cuban activity can be accounted for at this time, but the
evidence is not strong. ‘

Recent computer enhanced versions of the Zapruder film
have indicated that the first shot actually struck as early as
frames 151-161, this based on the fact that Kennedy and
Connally, as well as several bystanders, reacted in unisonto
something they heard. It is assumed that this bullet missed
the motorcade completely.

While the frame number during which the first shot is
fired has come under constant debate, the fatal head shot
is accepted by all to occur at frame 313. It is here that
President Kennedy’s head is visibly shattered, blood and
brain tissue exploding violently from the wound.

Given the frames per second ratio and the beginning
and ending frame numbers of the assassination, it was
concluded by the commission that the time between the
first shot and the last shot was 5.6 seconds. If the first shot
actually occurred between frames 151-161 as some sug-
gest, the time frame would increase to 8.4 seconds. This
is important, for the gun supposedly used by Oswald, a
Mannlicher-Carcano 6.5 caliber bolt action rifle, takes a
minimum of 2.3 seconds to work the bolt and fire. This 2.3
seconds does not include time to aim the weapon.

Assuming a time constraint of 5.6 seconds, the number
of shots that Oswald conceivably could have fired is
limited to three. Keep in mind that the rifle found in the
Depository had a misaligned scope and a bolt which
tended to stick. Add to this the fact that not one of the
sharpshooters used in the investigation could match
Oswald’s performance, even though they were shooting
underlessdifficult circumstances, and you havethebasis
that conspiracists use to condemn the Commission’s
findings.

‘However, recent technological advances, which will

be discussed later, have managed to up the time con-
straint to 8.4 seconds, more than enough time for a lone
gunman to fire off three shots and take the time to aim.

This does not explain away conspiracy theorists allega-
tions that s?arate bullets caused President Kennedy’'s
throat wound and Governor Connally’s wounds. Accord-
ing to one interpretation of the Zapruder film, Connally is
wounded 1.6 seconds after Kennedy’s throat is struck. If
this is true, even if both bullets came from the same direc-
tion, they could not have been fired from the same gun —
the rifle simply could not have been fired twice in 1.6
seconds, even if the shooter didn’t take time to aim.

For years the debate has raged whether or not it was
possible for one bullet to cause all the injuries that day
(aside from the fatal head shot, and James Tague’s flesh
wound.) Critics and supporters of the Warren Commis-
sion alike have analyzed and reanalyzed the frames of
the Zapruder film, hoping to either prove or disprove the
single bullet theory. Naturally, the wounds are at the
center of the debate, for if they can be proven to be entry
or exit wounds, the trajectory of the bullets can be deter-
mined.

The Wounds

There was a total of eight known wounds sustained by
President Kennedy and Governor Connally. Exactly
where they are located and how they occurred are, like
virtually all matters in the assassination, surrounded by
speculation and controversy. It cannot even be stated as

Garry Trudeau acknowledged the anniversary saturation of JFK data in

"Doonesbury"

Decley Plaza showing known ond suspecied firing poiot.

Where Many
Conspiracy
Theorists Say
The Shots Came
From

Where The
Warren
Commision

Says The Shots
Came From

A—Only three shots were fired.

B--One missed entirely, siriking the south curb of Main St
(~The Ist or 2nd coused 7 seporate non-fotel wounds in 2 grown men.
0The 2nd or 3rd struck the President in the head, killing him.

A0 three shots wer fred from th sixth floorof he Texes Schod Book
Depository, easternmos? window.

F—Loo Horvey Oswold fired oll the shots.

The Worren (ommission’s version of the eusassination.
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"That's Some Bullet"

Some say the path of the "magic bullet' proves there was a conspiracy. Others soberly claim there was
no magic. Here are diagrams of the paths that the bullet that struck both President Kennedy and Gover-
nor Connally may have travelled

BULLET FROM
ASSASSIN'S GUN
60" HIGH

BULLET HOLE
TIE KNOT
-~

BULLET HOLE
IN SHIRT 5 3/4"
BELOW COLLAR

~

ENTRY

NEAR RIGHT
ARM PIT

KENNEDY

ACCCRDIN3 TO WARREN . COMMISSION

EXIT UNDER
RIGHT NIPPLE

RIGHT WRIST
SHATTERED

CONNALLY

THE REMARKABLE PATH COF
THE PRISTINE BULLEZ™

virtually intact afterward.

The Government's lonc-assassin theory rests on the idea of a single
bullet acting in the manner described in this diagram and remaining

Diagram From Jim Marrs' Crossfire

The shattered myth

Oswald's second shot, the first to strike, is the most
contentious. It is variously called the “magic” or “pristine”
bullet by conspiracy theorists, who contend that no single
bullet could have so senously wounded both men. The bullet

BULLET SPEED /-

By frame 226 the president began to
show a neurological reflex—known as
the Thorburn position—to spinal
injury. His arms jerked up to a fixed
position, hands nearly at his chin,
elbows pushed out.

needed no magic and was
not pristine, Its trajectory,
based on the Failure
Analysis computations and
the Zapruder film, i1s
reconstructed here.
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end over end.
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View from above
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nght nipple
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continued from page 12

fact that one of the shots struck the presi-
dent in a particular place, for the location
of the wound changes as you subscribe to
different theories. The Warren Commis-

- sion states that the wound was at the base

oftheneck, whilemany say that the wound
was actually several inches lower, based
on the bullet holes discovered in the jacket
and shirt worn by the president. This hasa
profound bearing on wound two, located
atthebase of the throat. If the Commission
is correct, wound two is most likely an exit
wound, the second of seven wounds caused
by one bullet. If the wound was in fact
lower, then wound two would most likely
be an entry wound caused by a different
bullet, fired from somewhere in front of
the motorcade.

The next five wounds were sustained by
Governor Connally. Wound three was an
entrance wound located on the governor’s
back near his right armpit; wound four
was the corresponding exit wound, lo-
cated on his chest. Wounds five and six
were entrance and exit wounds, respec-
tively, injuring the governor’s wrist. The
last wound suffered by Connally was num-
ber seven, an entrance wound on his left
thigh. Wound number eight was the fatal
head shot to Kennedy.

The first seven wounds were either
caused by a single bullet, or they weren’t
— it’s really that simple. Determining
which is not so simple.

The Single or “Magic” Bullet
~ Theory

The Warren Commission stated that
there was one shooter, Oswald, and that he
had fired three shots. Originally, they
claimed that one shot hit President
Kennedy, non fatally wounding him, one
shot caused the injuries sustained by Gov-
ernor Connally, and the final shot was the
fatal head shot. However this theory was
discarded after evidence was produced
that one shot had apparently missed the

President’slimousine, overshooting the car
and strikinga curb by thetripleunderpass.
The resulting impact sent small fragments
of concrete through the air like projectiles.
One of the fragments hit bystander James
Tague on the cheek, drawing blood. When
aDallas police officer asked Tague why his
cheek was bleeding, Tague recalled being
stung on the face by something during the
assassination. Checking the area, Tague

- and the officer discovered the area of the

curb which had been struck by the bullet.
Realizing that one of the three bullets must
have caused this damage, the commission
was now forced to conclude that all eight
wounds received by the president and the
governor must have been caused by two
bullets. Since the fatalhead shot was clearly
separated from any other wounds, one of
the two bullets caused this injury exclu-
sively. This meant that one bullet must
have caused the seven remaining wounds.
This is fine, assuming that the first wound
was in fact at the base of the neck, and that
the two men werealigned perfectly. Natu-
rally, once you take into account the fact
that there is evidence the first shot im-
pacted lower than the neck, and that the
men are never seen in the proper align-
ment, the general feeling evoked is one of
conspiracy. With these new guide lines,
the bullet would have to enter the
president’s back at a downward trajec-
tory, then, while inside his body, angle up
so as to exit the throat, then, in mid air,
angledownward whileturning right, sud-
denly turn left and enter Governor
Connally back near his right armpit. From
here the bullet would proceed to shatter
the governor’s fifth rib and exit his body
under the right nipple. Keep in mind that
this totals only four of seven wounds so
far. The fifth wound occurred when the
bulletentered the governor’s wrist, smash-
ing the radius bone, and then exiting —
wound number six. The seventh wound
was caused by the bullet embedding itself
backwards into Connally’s left thigh. Due
to the flight path the bullet would need to
take to transverse the bodies in the manner
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the wounds were inflicted, this Single Bul-
let Theory, proposed by Arlen Specter, has
been sarcastically dubbed The Magic Bul-
let Theory by conspiracy theorists. How-
ever, the magic bullet has gained support
from Gerald Posner, author of Case Closed,
abook that claims to once and for all prove
that Oswald acted alone.

Posnerused the findings of Failure Analy-
sis Associates, a company that recreated
Dealey Plaza in a computer, and calculated
the trajectories the bullet would need to
take to cause the wounds. The computer
concluded that the wounds could havebeen
caused by one bullet, provided the gun-
man was located within a “cone” projected
backward from the motorcade. The cone
aimed back towards the book depository,
with the sniper’s nest window almost in
the center of the projected area.

Also supporting Posner was the fact that
enhanced versions of the Zapruder film
show Connally’s lapel flipping up (pre-
sumably caused by the bullet) at frame 224,
the exact moment that Kennedy is struck.
Posner attributes Kennedy’s reaction of his
hands coming to his throat to be caused by
Thorburn ‘s Position, a reaction caused by
trauma to the spinal cord, such as Kennedy
suffered from his wounds. Thorburn causes
the arms to lock in the same position that
Kennedy assumed.

Since the bullet was traveling between
1800 and 2000 feet per second, it would
have passed through both men in about 1/
1000 of a second. Since each frame of
Zapruder’s film represented only 1/18 of a
second, frame 223 would represent both
menunwounded, whileby frame224,1/18
ofasecond later, both men had been struck.

There is only one problem with this.
Posner reports that the Thorburn reaction
takes between 1/10and 2/10 of a second to
occuroncethespinal cord isdamaged. This

being the case, Kennedy should not react

until at least frame 225 if not 226 or 227. A
fast glance of the film gives the impression
that this is exactly what happens, since
Kennedy does not emerge from the road
sign until frame 225. However, careful ex-
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amination of frame 224 reveals not only
Connally’s lapel moving, but Kennedy’s
left arm already approaching his throat.
This would suggest that Kennedy had
already been struck and had begun react-
ing when Connally was hit by another
bullet, which would have had to have
been fired by a second gunman.

One bullet or more? One gunman or
more? Conspiracy theorists feel that the
wounds must have been caused by more
than one bullet. Given the time frame es-
tablished by the Zapruder film, this meant
that there had tobe more than one shooter.

The Grassy Knoll

Conspiracy theorists contend that at
least one shot came from the grassy knoll,
which was to the front right of Kennedy at
the timeof theassassination. According to
different sources, some 50 witnesses attest
that they heard shots comes from that
area. Photos of the moments immediately
following the assassination show a group
of people running up the knoll to the area
from which they thought the shots came.
Officials tried to pass the sounds they
heard off as echoes, but the witnesses
maintained their beliefs that not all the
shots came from the book depository. Yet
the Warren Commission all but ignored
the testimony of these people; they had to,
or they would have been forced to admit
the possibility of a conspiracy.

But what of the fact that Kennedy’s
head appears to move back and to the left
after the head shot? This, conspiracy buffs
claim, proves that Kennedy was shot from
the front right. Flipping to the other side
of the coin, scientists recreating the killing
in mock ups, say they have discovered the
reason why. Apparently, when the bullet
exited from the front, the blood and brain
matter erupting from the wound exited
with such force that it created a “jet ef-
fect,” which propelled the President’s head
back. Yet flip the coin once more, and you
have others telling you to look carefully at

Dealey continues on p. 14
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The Mystery Of Dealey Plaza

Zapruder frame 335, in which the back of
the President’s head seems to be stretched
and distorted in exactly the area Parkland
doctors would later testify as the exit wound
of a frontal shot. There is much evidence to
support the conspiracists’ claims.

e Grassy Knoll gavebirth to two of the
moremysterious figuresin thecase. A photo
taken with the knoll in the background at
the moment of the head shot depicts a
shadowy figure behind the picket fence on
the knoll. Enhancements of the photo pro-
duce a vague outline of a man with what
appears to be a rifle. On the “chest” of the
figure is a’ spot of reflected light that is
located at the same spot a badge would be
on a Dallas Police Department uniform.
For this reason, the unknown figure has
been given the name “Badge Man.” This
comic book like name is joined by others
such as “Umbrella Man,” and “Black Dog
Man.” Names of this kind have only
strengthened Warren Commissionsupport-
ers claims that theorists have turned the
whole event into a carnival side show.

Badge Man has long been proposed by
conspiracy theorists to be the man who
actually fired the shot that killed Kennedy.
In the picture, something is blocking part
of his “face;” it is believed by many to be a
puff of smoke emitted from the gun after
the head shot was fired. The photo also
depicts a man next to Badge Man, whom
many assume to be an accomplice.

The Crossfire

Theorists have proposed from as few as
two shooters to as many as five or more,
working alone and in groups, hired by, or
members of, the CIA, FBI, Mafia, and the
military. They have sited the Grassy Knoll,
the depository, the Dal-Tex building, and

even storm sewers as possible locations of
gunmen. This is another reason that theo-
rists are often the subject of ridicule — the
theories are many and the connections
and proof often thin. The simplicity of the
Warren Commission’s single gunman/

Texaslaw, Kennedy’s body was removed
from Parkland Hospital and flown to
Bethesda Naval Hospital in Washington,
where the doctors were all military per-
sonnel, and therefore could be ordered to
do or not do anything with the autopsy

Study The Past. ..

What Is Past Is Prologue

three bullets scenario appealed to many,
and satisfied their sense of justice; what it
didn’t satisfy was many peoples’ notions
of common sense.

The Unsolved Mysteries

This section could beabook initself, but
let us center on the main controversies.

Aside from the fact that many feel
Oswald simply could not have done the
shooting himself, there are vast mysteries
surrounding other aspects of the assassi-
nation. One of these is why critical evi-
dence was allowed to be handled so
carelessly; casein point: the Zapruder film.
Once purchased by Life magazine, blow-
ups were made from the frames. The task
of making the enlargements fell to a junior
lab technician, who subsequently dam-
aged four critical frames of the film. Acci-
dentor deletion of evidence? Many would
say that while Lifeshould not have left the
job to someone with limited experience, it
was probably just an accident. On the
other hand, it should be noted that the
head of Life at the time was friends witha
high level member of the CIA.

Another major debate centers on the
autopsy of President Kennedy. Breaking
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the higher-ups wanted. Many claim thata
critical bit of evidence was covered up
here.

Doctors at Parkland all agreed that the
back of the President’s head had been
blasted out. This goes against what the
Bethesda doctors said; they claim the
wound was higher, and moretotheside of
the head. X-rays concur with this, show-
ing the front right section of the skull,
including theareaaround theeye, as com-
pletely missing. If this is true however,
why do the autopsy photos show no evi-
dence of damage to the face in that area?
The photos also depict the back of the
President’s head as being intact, contrast-
ing the testimony of the Parkland doctors,
who , incidentally, were not allowed to
view the autopsy photos. They were first
shown the pictures in the seventies, by
researcher Bob Groden. Upon seeing the
photos, the Parkland doctors claimed that
the photos did not accurately portray the
wounds they saw in Dallas on November
23,1963. Photographic experts havegiven
testimony that the photos have been faked.

More controversy surrounds the throat
wound, which Parkland doctors regarded
as an entry wound, based on the fact that
the wound was small (about 7-8mm) and
clean around the edges. Unfortunately,
during the Parkland staff’s attemptto save
the President’s life, they performed a tra-
cheotomy, which served to enlarge the
wound. At Bethesda, the larger wound
was diagnosed an exit wound, prompting
the report that the entrance wound in the
back and the throat wound were caused
by the same bullet.

Stillmorearguments arise over how the

Lee Harvey Oswald:

President’s brain, supposedly stored in
the national archives, ended up missing
from the facility. This had the effect of
leaving no way for the investigators to
tracethe pathof thebullet that tore through
the skull of the president.

Perhaps the most horrifying allegation
claims that President Kennedy’sbody was
actually intercepted on the way to
Bethesda, and surgically altered to hide
the true nature of the wounds. This is
cooberated by stories that the casket that
left Parkland was not the same casket that
arrived at Bethesda. Also, the president’s
body apparently left Parkland with the
head wrapped in a sheet. When it arrived
at Bethesda, the corpse wasin a body bag,
totally nude and the sheet was gone.

Since the time of the autopsy, many of
the military personnel at Bethesda that
day have admitted to being threatened
with court martial if they revealed any
information regarding the case.

Will We Ever Know?

The list of mysteries could go on for-
ever: Why was the magic bullet in such
good condition after smashing through
two grown men? Why did the Warren
Commission ignore testimony relating to
a possible shooter on the Grassy Knoll?
Why did the Secret Service allow the mo-
torcade to negotiate a 120 degree turn
which forced the President’s limo to slow
to acrawl? How could Oswald get across
the sixth floor of the depository, sprint
down four flights of stairs, and arrive on
the second floor cool and collected, where
police officer Marrion Baker encountered
him no more than 90 seconds after the
shooting? The roster is endless.

With all the strange circumstances, odd
coincidences, and information being kept
secret, it is no wonder that many believe
there was foul play in the Kennedy case.
The frightening aspect is that after three
decades of investigation, we are no closer
to learning the truth than we were 30
years ago. The facts of this case will most
likely never be known to us in this life-
time. Many believe that the truth will
come out when the files are opened to the
public; given the history of other evidence
in the investigation, anything incriminat-
ing has probably been reduced to ashes.
We can only continue to seek the truth;
chances are it will continue to elude us.

Lone Assassin
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by Ryan Monroe

Aside from South Africa, the United
States is the last industrialized nation
that does not provide universal health
care for all its citizens. The U.S. spends
twice as much on health care than En-

land, Canada, Germany, Sweden, and
apan, all of which have a national
health care plan for all its citizens. The
United States spends more on health
care than any country, both as a per-
centage of Gross Domestic Product, and
on a per capita basis. In 1965, health
care spending accounted for only 6%
of the economy. In 1989, the United
States spent 11.8% of GDP on health
care. In 1992 the figure was slightly in
excess of 14% of the GDP, or $830 bil-
lion. There are 39 million Americans
without health care insurance. There
are also 50 million Americans who
would be bankrupt if a major illness
occurred. There arealso millions locked
into their job merely to keep their health
coverage. :

Health care in America is currently
based upon the ability to pay, and not
upon the need for medical treatment.
The millions without insurance will
eventually require the services of a
doctor. It is more expensive to treat

these people at the worst stages of their

illness, when they need to go to the
emergency room. Early detection and
prevention of illness is invariably
cheaper than the cost of treatment at
later stages.

The problem is that the uninsured
do not go to doctors because they are
unable to pay the costs and think that
maybe the illness will subside. Often it
" does not. Failure to pay medical bills
means that costs are shifted from the
doctors to the consumer who is able to
pay. Cost shifting would be minimal if
these individuals were able to receive
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An Analyses of Health Care Reform

preventive care. However, the current
system deters these people from re-
ceiving preventive care, since rent and
other necessities that these hard work-
ing people must deal with often take
priority over health care.

The Single Payer plan would pro-
vide universal access to health care for
all citizens, and this is the key issue in
health care reform. Financing is also a
crucial part of the plan. The Single
Payer Plan was endorsed by Consumer
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expenses for comprehensive covered ser-
vices. Costs are also cut because of the
emphasis on preventive care. Currently,
more doctors become specialists because
of the ability to make twice as much money
treating illnesses which could have been
prevented. Under Single Payer, that trend
would be reversed. Patients would con-
tinue to have freedom of choice of health
care providers, which would ensure that
they could select the highest quality care
to meet their needs. Thedelivery of health

Reports. Cur- care would
rently in the stay in private
U.S.,y the HEALTH CARE COSTS hands. Admin-
single payer (per person per year) istration of the
plan is in leg- : plan would by
islative form done by the

called is the
American
Health Secu-
rity Act of
1993 . The Pri-

states, under
standards set
by a bipartisan
National
Health Secu-

mary spon- rity Board.

sors are Rep. | Ganada Under the
J i m|. L ! | 2] American
McDermott 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 |Health Secu-
(D-WA,) Rep. rity Act, cost

John Conyers (D-MI,) and Sen. Paul
Wellstone (D-MN.)

The Bill (House version HR 1200,
Senate version SB 491,) covers all U.S.
citizerisand legal residents forall medi-
cally necessary services; including in-
patient and outpatient care,
prescription drugs, long -term care,
mental health and substance abuse
treatment, vision and dental care, and
preventive care. All documented resi-
dents would be covered in the same
pool, regardless of employment sta-
tus, income, age, health status, or place
of residence.

Thereareno co-paymentsordeductibles
torestrict access, and no other out-of-pocket

control would be achieved through a na-
tional health care budget, tied to the
growth of GDP, with corresponding state
budgets. Annual budgets for hospitals
and nursing homes would be negotiated,
as well as prescription drug prices, pro-
fessional fee schedules and volume per-
formance standards to reduce unnecessary
services. Capitated managed-care plans
would remain available to provide com-
prehensive services at fixed annual rates.
Approval of new capital expenditures
would be required to reduce duplication.
Single-Payer administration is estimated
to save enough money to cover all Ameri-
cans now lacking health insurance.

The Single Payer system places a
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strong emphasis on primary care and
prevention, including incentives to
train more primary care practitioners.
Service to neglected rural and urban
populations would be increased. Funds
would be allocated for outcome re-
search which would hopefully help
improve quality. Additional funding
would be earmarked for public health
programs. Strong consumer input is to
be ensured through federal, state, and
local administrative structures. Those
who set health care policy would be
held accountable to the public through
representative community health
boards, instead of the current system,
where police is set inside insurance
company board rooms and the main
concern is profit. ~The Single Payer
system would preserve such federal
programs as VA benefits and Indian
Health Service.

Single Payer would be progressively fi-
nanced through a combination of closing
tax loopholes, income -adjusted premiums,
and payroll taxes. People and business
would be paying according to what they
could afford. States would match funds
based on current expenditures. The taxes
replace private insurance premiums and
patient out of pocket costs for health care,
thus eliminating the health insurance in-
dustry, as well as Medicare and Medicaid.
In theory, most Americans would pay less
under this plan than they do now.

The Congressional Budget Office
(CBO,) which did a study of four health
care reform proposals, concluded that
a single payer health care systems con-
trol costs better than other proposals,
while providing health insurance to all
Americans, a key health reform goal
that other proposals do not achieve.

continues on p.22
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AppleCD™ 300i CD-ROM drive, Apple AudioVision™ 14"
Display, Apple Extended Keyboard Il and mouse.

Macintosb LC 475 4/80, Apple COBF Plus
14" Display, Apple Keyboard Il and mouse.

It does more.

An easy application process. And you could qualify for
low monthly payments on a Macintosh or PowerBook.

Ttcosts less.

Visit your Apple Campus Reseller for more information.

For further information call

the CUNY Suppo

rt Center at 212/650-8111

or Adwell Computer at 516/485-7100

©1993 Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo. Macintosb. Macintosh Quacda and PouwerBook are registered trademarks of Apple Computer: Inc. Apple:D and AudioVision are trademarks of Apple Computer. e
“Based on the combined Suggested Retail Prices (SRP) of the products in The Campus Soflware Sel for Macintosh as of October 1. 1993. Software is not included in the oviginal product packaging as shown in this ad. But you will receve these same sofluare programs mtan integrated package from Apple

Introducing The Great Apple Campus Deal

Introducing The Great Apple Campus
Deal. Right now; buy any select Macintosh'
or PowerBook® computer, and you'll also
get seven useful software programs. It’s all
included in one low price. (The software
alone has a combined SRP of $596.) And,
the new Apple Computer Loan offers low
monthly payments that make the deal
even better. Apply by January 28,1994, and
your first payment is deferred for 90 days.
All you have to do is qualify. So, what
are you waiting for? An Apple’ computer.
It does more. It costs less. Its that simple.

&

Its that simple.
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Tolerating Misogyny

by Erica Polakoff, Wellness Coordinator

“What is proclaimed and practiced as tolerance to-
day, is in many of its most effective manifestations
serving the cause of oppression.”

'+ —Herbert Marcuse
u

Welive in a “rape culture.” Itis a culture in which one
in three women is subjected to rape or attempted rape by
the time she reaches the age of 21, and one in four women
is raped in her lifetime. It is a culture in which one rape
occurs every three minutes. College campuses are known
to be particularly problematic. Bureau of Justice statistics
indicate that nationally, rape victimization rates are high-
est for women aged 16-19 and second highest for women
aged 20-24. Feminist poet and essayist, Adrienne Rich
observed that on college campuses, “women are often
perceived not as sovereign beings, but as prey.”

We live in a “rape culture.” Rape is the only crime in
which the victim is put “on trial” rather than the a-
tor, that is, the victim’s motives are challen and the
court’s sympathies tend to rest with the (alleged) rapist.
Rapeis recognized by the FBI to bethe most underreported
crime: victimization surveys indicate that the actual
occurence of rape is between four and thirteen times
higher than the number reported to the police. And yet, the
incidence of reported rapein this country isapproximately
ten times higher than it is in most western European
countries. We live in a rape culture.

Itis a conservative estimate that 20-30% of girls who are
now 12 years old and under will suffer a violent sexual
attack at some point in their lives. According to recent
surveys, more than 25% of young girls suffer sexual abuse
or incest at the hands of their relatives or by friends of their
relatives by the time they are 14 years old. (The figure for
little boys is estimated at one in nine.)

If so many women and girls are being raped and sexu-
ally abused, who is doing the raping and abusing? Isita
small number of deranged, psychopathic men? Oris it a
significantly larger number of ordinary, every day men
who useboth coercion and violence to obtain status, domi-
nance and control through forced sex?

Part II: “Off With Her Head!”

Weliveina culturein which depictions of women being
violated — ot women being raped, tortured, beaten and /
or mutilated — occupy the airwaves of television, are

featured in popular, pornographic, and “art” films, and
are used to sell everything from shoes and engine parts, to
compact discs. Advertising encourages us to associate
women with sex, sex with violence, and violence with
masculinity, and to think of women as purchasable com-
modities. We live in a culture which bombards us with
degrading images of women — of women without heads
or limbs, in powerless, subordinate, and often contorted
positions — which penetrate and assault our psyches, and
abuse us intellectually. We live in a culture in which
violence against women is taken for granted and tolerated
or accepted by many as inevitable, normal, natural, even
desirable. :

The intimation and threat of violence against us, affects
all women, whether or not we have been victims or are
survivors of violent acts, and it affects men as well, al-
though very differently. And, sexual harassment or the
creation of a hostile gendered environment, may be ex-
pressed in many ways. Sexual harassment can be a more
subtle and more daily form of sexual oppression, but it is
also very harmful. Adrienne Rich wrote:

“The undermining of self, of a woman'’s sense of her

.right to occupy space and walk freely in the world, is

deeply relevant to education. The capacity to think
independently, to take intellectual risks, to assert our-
selves mentally, is inseparable from our physical way of
being in the world, our feelings of personal integrity.”

The prominent display of degrading representations of
Woman —such as a three-dimensional, headless and
armless sculpture — is one form of sexual harassment.
Regardless of what the artist’s intention was, we must
place her representation within the larger socio-cultural
context.

Weliveinaculturethat celebrates violenceagainst women.
Remember, we live in a culture in which it would be un-
thinkable to represent men or any other group in the ways
women are repesented. Understand, the damage is signifi-
cant. The damage to women of all ages, statuses, classes,
ethnic backgrounds, is not “quantifiable”; it is subtle and
long-term. The damage may not even be ized con-
sciously by the individual. Indeed, that is when the psycho-
logical and emotional consequences are the greatest and
most severe. Egyptian feminist Nawal El Saadawi wrote:

“To live an illusion, not to know the truth is the most
dangerous of all things for a human being, woman or man,

because it deprives people of their most important weapon
in the struggle for freedom, emancipation, and con-
trol over their lives and future. To beconscious that youare
still living under oppression is the first step to emanci-
pation.”

Our “illusion” is that women and men have equal access
to educational and career opportunities. But working or
studying in environments where the physical, verbal and
representational abuse of women is commonplace and /or
tolerated, has a significant impact on our effectiveness as
workers, teachers, and students. Under these conditions,
women learn fear instead of freedom, inferiority instead of
self-confidence, passivity instead of assertiveness, self-hate
instead of self-esteem, and subservience instead of leader-
ship. In short, our sense of ourselves as whole beings is
eroded day after day. We learn to limit ourselves and our
possibilities instead of learning to fulfill our own potential
and our potential to help others.

Must we be assaulted daily by the representation of
Woman as an object, a body without brains?! What does it
say about our community when we tolerate, allow, even
applaud a headless and armless representation of Woman
— some even claiming it to be a “feminist” representation?
Isup we can say that we are a very “tolerant” commu-
nity. But does our “tolerance” serve to de-construct, disas-
semble, and dismantle the oppression of women, or does it
serve to reinforce it? Is our “tolerance” really a disguise for
repression?

What kind of message are we sending to our women
students who are struggling to make it here — to gain an
“education” so thatthey may gooutand support themselves
and their families? Whatkind of education canthey possibly
receive in an environment that is so hostile to the notion of
Woman succeeding, of Woman being a leader, of Woman
having a head on her shoulders?

Wellness Events Calendar

“Women and Children Last: Women and HIV/AIDS” a
video presentation and discussion by Amber Hollibaugh,
LAP Coordinator, Wednesday, December 1st, Club Hours
(2:30 pm-3:30 pm), Green Dolphin Lounge, Campus Center.

“You Get Your Life!” Alcohol Awareness Game Show,
Wednesday, December 8th, Club Hours (2:30 pm-3:30 pm),
Green Dolphin Lounge, Campus Center (1C). Four $25 gift

continuecpagece
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Question: What do you think of the
statue infront of 2N?

Jennifer Vaytman-Student: No
sir, 1 didn't like it! The missing
head and arms, to me, represent
brainlessness and helplessness,
but it's a great pumpkin holder.

James Baptiste-President,
Caribbean Student Union: When |
first saw it, | thought it wasn't
finished. | don't understand what
it symbolize.

John Passerini-Student: | think it
just adds culture to the campus.

Gerrianne Moncada-Student: It
reminds me of the horrible way
they treated the sick people
before us.

Diane Rosalia-Alpha Psi Delta
Member: It looks scary. Especially
at night when the school has no
lights.

ATTENTION
PARENTS AND STUDENTS

THE
GRAND OPENING OF

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP SERVICES

CAN ASSIST YOU IN RECEIVING
AT LEAST 6 NON-FEDERAL SCHOLARSHIPS
GUARANTEED OR YOUR $99.00 PROCESSING FEE IS
REFUNDED!
NO HIDDEN COSTS, NO G.P.A. AND NO INCOME REQUIREMENTS!
100 % NO RISK GUARANTEE
FOR INFORMATION CALL:

(800) 884-8814

CLASSIFIEDS

America's fastest
growing Security company

has openings throughout
New York. If you are
drug-free, have a verifiable
background, telephone and
reliable transportation, we are interested
in meeting you. (Bring 2 forms of ID)

‘GROUPS & CLUBS Raise up to $500-1500 in
less than a week, plus win a to MTV
SPRING BREAK % and geta T Shirt
just for calling 1-800-950-1093 Ext 65

ASSISTANCE

CALL TOLL FREE FOR
FREE CATALOG OF 29.000 REPORTS

1-800-777-7901
415-586-3900
BERKELEY RESEARCH

FRATS! SORORITIES!

Professional Security Bureau, Ltd.

250 W 29 St., New York, NY
i 212-967-1800

1 Center Lane, Levittown, NY
516-796-5700
Application hrs: Mon - Fri: 9am -3 pm

STUDENT GROUPS!

RalseasMuchas You ADOPTION-Married, stable,loving couple
Want In One Week! wish to adopt your healthy newborn.
$100...$600...$1500! love and expenses (medical, legal, etc.)
Market Applications for the provided. Please call Catherine and Charles
hottest credit card ever — 1-800-338-2828
NEW GM MASTERCARD.
Users eam BIG DISCOUNTS j :
o: -g'hli RFIA:§;4 Qucaléf); mi Springbreak offer. Get small or large
Gll1-800-950-1039,ext. 75 & B 1aon. gz g o CAH
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Single Payer continued,,,

The study, “Estimates of Health Care
Proposalsin the 102nd Congress,” fur-
ther noted that a single payer bill
would reduce national healtgexpendi-
tures by $445 billion over the next six
years. The report also states that “The
greatest reduction in administrative
costs could be achieved by a Canadian-
style single-payer system.”

CBO research indicates that the
Single Payer plan would raise national
health spending 2 percent in the first
year of implementation (1995, by CBO
reckoning.) By the year 2000, the plan
would save about 9% over current
trends. The plan would hold spending
to about $1.5 trillion in the year 2000,
compared to $1.7 trillion if no changes
areenacted. Other plans do not achieve
that level of savings.

The drug companies, the American
Medical Association(AMA) and thein-
surance companies do not approve of
the single-payer plan. Instead, they
endorse managed competition, which
would group people into different
K;)ols according to their ability to pay.

anaged Competition would increase
their profits. The larger insurance in-
dustries would particularly benefit

under Managed Competition through

continued from p. 20
certificates to the bookstore. Refreshments.

“Waking Up to Rape” video and discus-
sion with Dr. Erica Polakoff, Wednesday,
December 15th, Club Hours (2:30 pm-3:30
pm), Bijou Room (2nd floor), Campus Cen-

- ter (1C).

Although the establishment of Women'’s
Studies programs that systematically ana-
lyze (in all of the disciplines across the
curriculum) the consequences of the
gendering of power and experience, and
Affirmative Action programs seek to hire
more qualified women faculty and admin-
istrators, demonstrate a commitment to
correcting gender imbalances in the aca-
demic realm, what about women’s experi-
ences outside of the classroom? To what
extent do women experience discrimina-
tory practicesand sexist behaviors that may
influence their own effectiveness, not to
mention their success in their studies, ca-
reers and on the job?

monopolization of the market. The
insurance companies see Managed
Competition as their last chance to stop
the Single Payer plan. Managed Com-
petition does not allow for uniform
uality of access. As Rep. Pete Stark
&)-CA) asked, “If managed competi-
tion-type organizations are the answer
to the nation’s health care problems,
why aren’t more Members of Congress,
the President and his Cabinet in them?”
Managed Competition only grants
the right of access to minimal health
care, but allows those with money to
receive special treatment. Most other
industrialized countries have come to
agree that health care is a fundamental
right. In theory, large purchasing co-
operatives would hold down costs,
with market forces allowing people to
switch to the cheapest plan. In reality,
massive administrative waste would
stay in the system. An estimated 22
percent of U.S. health care costs are
spent
Most doctors would rather care for
patients than spending time pushing
paper.
The Managed Competition plan would
also cut costs by holding down the wages
of health care workers. Most health care

ushing administrative paper.

unions favor a single payer plan, because
emphasis is placed on quality health care.
Wages of nurses, aides, janitors, para-pro-
fessionals, or even doctors are not the root
causes of the high prices. The root causes
are the emphasis on specialized medicine
rather than preventive care, massive prof-
its for drug and insurance companies, lack
of planning and du{'ication of facilities,
all of which make U.S. health coverage
inefficient. Even though we spend the
most resources on healtﬁ care, we get less
bang for the buck.

Under Managed Competition, duplica-
tion of expensive medical equipment
would runrampant, sincecompeting plans
will need expensive facilities. Wealthy
regions would continue to have an abun-
dance of machinery, while rer regions
would be faced with a lack of adequate
machinery. Although Managed competi-
tion promises to lower costs and make
health care more efficient, insurance com-
panies drug companies will continue to
make a huge profit from human sickness
bybuilding on thecurrent inequalitiesand
inefficiencies in our health care system.

Increasingly, as there is a struggle to
allocate scarce resources, there will be an
intrusion into the Doctor-Patient relation-
ship. Instead of streamlining its own bu-

reaucracy, an HMO or Managed Care fa-
cility will begin looking over the doctor’s
shoulder to see if each service provided is
covered. Important decisions willbemade
onthebasis of cost rather thana physician’s
judgment of what is medically necessary.

Manafd competition would be unable to
provide long term care for the disabled and
chronically ill (who are frequently shut out of
the work force,) becauseit is extremely expen-
sive. In Canada, where they have a Single
Payer system, administrative overhead is only
3percent. Thedifferenceinoverheadisenough
to pay for each of the 39 million Americans
without access to health care and still have
enough left over for providing long term care.

Canadians select the doctor of their choice
asmany Americansdo today. Corporations
haveattacked theCanadiansystem, trying to
weakenitand bring it closer to the American
system. We are likely to see the attacks
increasebecause of NAFTA, which gives an
unelected bureaucratic body the right to in-
terfere in the sovereignty of any of the na-
tionsinvolved, ifitisdetermined that“unfair”
trade practices exist. This will be done by
”ham\oni:tl\f " the three countries’ policies.
The Drug and Insurance companiesare sure
to campaign in all three nations for a Man-
aged Competition system.

STORES THAT ARE GIVING STUDENT
"DISCOUNTS WHEN PRESENTED WITH
- VALID C€.S.I. I.D. CARDS

BUSINESS ADDRESS CONTACT PHONE DISCOUNT " .
ALS SALUMERIA ( 1720 Richsond 983-7500 | 108 022 .
Ave.
BOPAT 1650 Richmond 494-0779 108 otg
D1SCOUNT Ave. q
carz oL 2530 Victory 494-2233 150 off
MONDO slvd.
carveL 1650 Richmond 94-9738 108 ot
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DUNXIN DONUTS | 1650 Richmond |. 494-9270
Ave.
FARILY 2321 Richmond 494-0600 208 off
1TION Ave. v .
2232 Victory 761-4515 108 oct
prsicy Force | Bive.
1SLAND * | 1650 Rictmond 761-9509 108 ot
ORIINTAL Ave. 2
Y
KDG'S 2212 Viceory 494-0890
PIZZIRIA AND | Blvd.
RESTA!
K.S.K. 1} HOUR | 1650 Richmond 761-3623 108 ofg
PHOTO Ave.
 HeoONALDS 1660 Richmond 494-3400 $.99 Lg.SAND
Ave. i W/Purchase
of Lg.fries
& Med,Soda
JapICINE WAN | 3204 Victery 698-0881 108 off
PRARMACY Bivd. §
[ ;
NIW GREAT 1650 Richmond 494-6221 100 ote
CHINA Ave.
RESTAURANT.
ORLINO'S 1650 Richmond 698-1509 208 off Deli
MEATS Ave.
PI22A D'ORO | J11S Victory 698-8873 108 ofg
slvd.
SCOTTI'S 1650 Victory. 370-3131 Buy 1 gec
INTERNATIONAL { Bivd. , D 1/2.
HOT DOG HOUSE Price
SHOLS FOR 2317 Vietory 761-681) 108 oft
LISS
sINDY's ICE | 2307 Richmond 494-0308 108 ott
CREAM Ave. .
TONY* Richmond 494-4658 2slices &
m:.:.x:s :::o ’ Lg.Coke
$2.95 or
La.Ple $5.95
WILLOWBROCK | 2520 Victory €98-1008 108 off
DELI Blvd.
DAZZLIN v 903-9587 Girl's cuts
b :R: pesesy ; $15/Guys 510
Long Hair
$3
720 Richmond . 982-7168 Free
tw.‘:lt< :v- Scancrons
BLINPIES 1650 Richmond 15% ore
Ave.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
STUDENT GOVERNVENT RM. IC-207A
OR CALL (718)982-3085.

Are you down with what’s up at CUNY ?

CUNY'’s Board of Trustees and Chancellor W. Ann Reynolds are serving the short-
sighted interests of Governor Cuomo and upstate legislators instcad of YOURS (the
citizens and residents of metropolitan New York City) by slashing the quality and
availability of education at CUNY, the premier university of opportunity in the United
States.

New York State now ranks 47th in the nation in funding for higher
education. How much lower can we get?

In the last five years, CUNY has been assailed with staggering budget cuts and tuition
hikes. Plans are now underway to increase enrollment at CUNY up from its current
206,000 by an additional 25,000 students over the next five years. With CUNY budgets
already strained, who will provide the resources needed? Not State, not City. Cuomo
refuses to increase funding and the CUNY central administration continues to fail its
constituents (YOU) by accepting budget scraps.

The Chancellor’s strategy: Downsizing educations in order to upsize
enrollments; cut academic programs minimizing choices for students, forcing more into
vocational/technical programs trading in future growth and advancement for faster entry-
level job placement. Over-burden students with more overcrowded classrooms, less

faculty, and reduced library time.

This move has already begun with two documents from CUNY Central: the
Consolidation Report of December *92 and the Academic Program Planning Resolution
instituted June '93. Both of these claim economic savings are to be had by cutting the
academic offerings and centralizing academic power. No studies, independent or

internal, support this claim.

Dynamic work on CUNY’s curricula calls for interaction from faculty, students, and

_ community. Dictates from upper management cannot serve the best interests of today’s

and tomorrow’s students or NYC. Flagrant disregard for due process has been
the hallmark in the adoption and implementation of these plans.

JOIN WITH THE CUNY STUDENT UNION IN DEMANDING
A REAL PLAN FOR CUNY'’S FUTURE BASED ON RESPECT
FOR THE DIVERSITY OF NYC AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

for more info call 212-642-2549, 212-447-3139, or 718-645-2146, leave name & number

Saturday January 8, 1 pm nNext cSU Meeting at the Grad Center, 33 West 42 St, downstairs lounge
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Haiti continued

reference” to Panama, essentially inviting

a US invasion of a similar scope to occur in

Haiti.. Simidor condemned this position as

both “unworkable and dangerous” in that

it obfuscates the fact that “thousands of

Panamanians were killed and a US puppet
ime installed”.

e mentioned other variations on the
foreign intervention theme including that
of having Caribbean nations intervene but
rejected them saying “whatever form of
multi-national intervention takes Blace in
Haiti, it will be controlled by the US gov-
ernment”. He ascribed the pro-foreign in-
tervention spirit in some segments of the
Haitian community to a senseof defeatand
demoralization that has been creeping in
with the failure of Aristide to return. How-
ever he alluded that those who are leading
this call are betraying the Haitian peo‘ﬂ:z
Quoting Simonede Beauvoir, hesaid, “The
oppressor would not be so strong if they
did not have accomplices amongst the op-
pressed themselves.”

The second option, a reformist solution,
advocated mainly by the moderate wing of
Aristide’s Lavalas movement calls for in-
tervention by an expedition of Haitian ex-
patriates according to Simidor. Simidor
rejected this option as well because it re-
quires the US military and intelligence to
train them which he felt would lead to its
political co-optation by US interests.

The third option, “the people centered”
solution was championed by Simidor as
the “best and only workable solution”. He
charged that the reformist Lavalas solution
centered on demanding Aristides immedi-
ate return will not bring back “aristide in 3
weeks, 3 months or even 3 years” because
it neglects the “central contradiction” in
Haiti which is that between “the Haitian

people and their oppressors at home and
in the US”. Simidor reminded the audi-
ence that the peoples mobilization which
ousted Duvalier did not bring Haiti out of
crisis because the “crisisisnot governmen-
tal but systemic”. He pointed to the “se-
vere economic crisis” leading to “mass
unemployment, the enslavement of Hai-
tians in Dominican sugar plantations, the
flood of refugees to the US” as a key com-
ponent of the Haitian crisis. On the politi-
cal front the fragmentation of the Haitian
ruling class and its “total loss of credibility
inthe eyes of the masses” presagea “revo-
lutionary situation”.

The popular movements although suf-
fering some setbacks continues to orga-
nize and agitate in spite of repression
according to Simidor. He ascribed their
failure to seize power not to their lack of
strength but their somewhat “decentral-
ized, peaceful, spontaneous character”. He
ended by posing theneed of a “revolution-
ary vanguard organization armed with a
correct political line, popular front and
peoples war” that can utilize the “cracksin
the power of the Haitian rulers and surge
forward to victory”.

Shaista Husain of the Revolutionary So-
cialist Group (RSG) who moderated the
forum gavea short statement of support to
the struggle of the Haitian people. “The
RSG in solidarity with the struggle of the
Haitian people call for the creation of a
revolutionary combat party based on the
organizations of workers and peasants.
Only such a party and not the reformist
“Allende path” of Aristide can bring vic-
tory to the Haitian people.”

A period of lively discussion ensued for
about a half-hour.

Moderator Shaista Husain and guest speaker Marty Goodman listen to Daniel Simador speak
about the struggle ahead in Haiti.

RrRwanzaa

An African American Celebration

‘Thursday
Dec. 16th

Saturday
Dec. 18th

African African Market
Market 7PM - 11PM
11 AM-3 PM
Villiage
Kwanzaa Celebration
Performance 8 PM
1 PM Coordinated by
rof. Charles Thomas
Poetry Traditional
. Drummers
Music
African Dance
Campus
Center Poetry
Willowbrook Williamson
Campus Theatre
Sunnyside
Campus

Vory mask represeniing a king of Benin, Nigeria

Sunday
Dec. 19th

Children's Program
3PM
Storyteller
Refreshments
Williamson Theatre
Sunnyside Campus

The College of Staten Island

Funded by the
Program Development Committee
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Shooting the Philosophic Breeze

by Peter Simpson

“Words are wisemen’s counters, they do
but reckon by them; but they arethe money
of fools.” So wrote that remarkable En-
glishman, Thomas Hobbes of Malmesbury.

What was he getting at, or (to avoid
speculating about Hobbes’ own intentions,
for whichhebecamerightly notorious) what
might the meaning of such a sentence be?
Perhaps that words are to be used for what
and how they signify, and not for them-
selves. For asthemselvesthey arebut marks
scribbled on the pageorsounds floating on
the wind. They get their worth from the
things they can stand in for.

But then is not money rather similar? It
too has no worth in itself but gets it only
from the things it can be exchanged for.
Money, however, is of two sorts: worthless
pieces of paper and metal (such as all our
money now is), and valuable pieces of gold
or silver (as money used to be and was in
Hobbes’ day). Gold and silver do have a
value in themselves, but paper and base
metals do not. Hobbes’ complaint, then,
was that fools suppose that things without
intrinsic value (words) possess intrinsic
value (as gold coins possess intrinsic value)
whereas in fact they only have value de-
rivatively from what they signify (as our
modern coins thus only have value also)

What, however, do words signify?
Not external things to be sure, or not al-
ways and not immediately. “Tree’ for.in-
stance signifies no actual tree for ‘tree’is a
common noun and common nouns are all
universal but actual trees are all particu-
lars. But neither do proper names, as John
and Jane, signify particulars, except
mediately. What words properly signify is
thoughts and only things through these.

‘John’ could, indeed, be the name
of many persons and things (it can even
serve, colloquially, as acommon noun—as
many on 10th. avenue can tell you), and it
only signifies this particular man liere be-
cause we speakers intend that so it should.

Words, then, as I say, signify
thoughts, which is why ‘tree’ and all com-
mon nouns are universals, for thought is
universal. But words also signify the ar-
rangement of thoughts. For ‘and’ and ‘but’

- and ‘if’ do not signify thingsin any senseat

all; rather they signify how we are arrang-
ing our thoughts, as that one thought is
coordinated with another (‘thetreeand the
dog are over there’) or is contrasted with
another (‘the tree is stationary but the dog
is not’) or is dependent on another (‘if the
dog has done its business the tree will be
wet’).

Still words are ultimately about things.
‘Tree’ isultimatelyabout trees, thosethings
which exist in abundance around our cam-
pus. But ‘tree’ is only about trees via our
thought and not otherwise.

Yet what of it? Why so much talk about

“tree’ and so little about trees? ‘Tree’ is far

less interesting and remarkable than trees.
‘Tree’ never ws, nor sheds leaves, is
never climbed by laughing boys, is never
refuge for frightened squirrels.

But for this reason I talk of ‘tree’ and not
trees, so that it can be seen how the whole
value of ‘tree’ lies in the tree to which, by
signifying, it directs us. ‘Tree’ enables usto
carry this or that tree with us everywhere
and always, and to contemplate and ad-
mire it even when it is a whole ferry ride
away or fell a long time ago and decayed

while wewereyet children. ‘Tree’ and other
such sounds and marks enable us, by our-
selvesor with others, tobuild whole worlds
in an armchair, to contract eternity to an
hour and distant galaxies to a page.

What marvelous things are words! How
magical in their effectand how stupendous
in their power! What care, then, should we
not take of words and in weighing them,
our own and others! For it is not mere
sounds and marks weare playing with; no,
but with worlds and universes, and the
souls of their all too fragile makers. Count
with your words, then, as Hobbes said, but
also let them count: they are the keys to the
kingdom.

Still words can be abused, and with our
words we can abuse the #ords of others.
Some abuse, perhaps, is harmless and be-
nign, exciting humor and enjoyment and a
friendly fellow feeling. But some abuse is
perverse, either through maliceor careless-
ness, or even sheer ignorance.

Take argument, for instance, and criti-
cism. Necessary and noble tasks, indeed,
when done well and for a good purpose.
For how could it not be necessary and noble
to argue against absurdities and follies, or
to deliver just rebukes and refutations? As
denizens of a university we do that sort of
thing all the time. Indeed words are our
peculiar province. Weare hereto learn and
teach skill in the use of words and in the
thoughts they signify so that the world we
think about becomes clear and translucent,
not dark and obscure.

For thisreason we humanshaveinvented
certain arts for the proper use of words: we
call these arts grammar, rhetoric and logic.
Grammar is an art concerned with words
insofar as they cansignify, and rhetoricand
logicarearts concerned with words insofar
as they do signify—rhetoric with how they
signify thoughts and logic with how,
through- thoughts; they signify things. So
grammar teaches us how to put words
together so that, in the relevant language,
they are fit to signify; rhetoric how to put
them together so that they properly signify
what we are thinking; logic how to put
them together so that our thoughts prop-
erly signify things and as those things re-
ally are (something we now tend to talk
about under the heading of ‘method’).

In medieval times these arts were called
the trivium, meaning the threefold way by
which one enters the vestibule of wisdom
(as opposed to the quadrivium which came
next and was the fourfold way of entering

the inner courts of wisdom and embraced -

the arts of mathematics, geometry, as-
tronomy and music). The so called trivial
arts were taught first as being the elemen-
tary foundations of everything and were so
basic and ubiquitous that to talk about
them among the learned was to talk about
trivialities, things so obvious as not to be
worth talkinﬁ about.

And you thought the middle ages were
thedarkages when no one knew anything?

Well how is it that so much that was trivial ;
tothemis abstrusetous? Of coursewehave
trivial pursuit which they did not. But they .

had triviality and we do not. Ah! would
that we mightascend to beastrivial asthey!
Butnowyou willsay lam forgetting Hobbes
and playing with words as if they
genuine money. Well let it be (as another
remarkable Englishman said); for punning
too is trivial—it is part of rhetoric.

were

Shooting |
“Shooting the Philosophic Breeze”

By Ramzi Rouighi

“How could it not be necessary and noble
to e against absurdities and follies, or
to deliver just rebukes and refutations.” So
wrote that remarkable Englishman, Peter

Sim;.)son.

as he more specifically, addressing his
ownarticle? He wrote “Money has no worth
in itself but gets it only from the things it
can be exchanged for... Gold and silver
have a value in themselves, but paper and
base metals do not... Fools suppose that
things without intrinsic value (words) pos-
sess intrinsic value.”

Hey, the concept of Utility seems to have
escaped a British philosopher! Accordin
to the Utility Principle, things gain wort
according to their utility (u ess).

First, money does not get its worth from
the things it can be exchanged for. For the
question would be “where do these things
get their worth?” Money has worth as a
means to an end. The use of money as a
practical means to stock value (decided
upon on utility basis) makes its worth.

The same goes for gold and silver. Gold
and silver do not have value in and of
themselves (intrinsic). They acquire value
because they are useful to us. Gold and
silver are used in dentistry and in industry
for their mechanical and chemical charac-
teristics. These characteristics are of course
intrinsic, but it would be absurd for us to
think of value in the Platonic world of
Ideas.

For us, therefore, words do not “have
value derivatively from what they signify”
but rather have valuederivatively from the
factthat they are useful carriers of thoughts,
ideas and meaning. Furthermore, what
they signify does not givethem value. Their
worth comes from the fact that they are a
meanstoanend: Communication. It would
beequally absurd tothink that words would
have value without our need to communi-
cate.

Let’s contextualize our criticism. The
modern consciousness, includes the con-
cept of Utility at its basis. My position is
therefore a modern one. Dr. Simpson'’s ar-
gument is a pre-modern one. He seems to
desire to live in Aristotle’s time...

Let’s see why our philosopher (particu-
lar) use the word “noble”. Let’s give him

some credit, he is consistent in escaping
reality. Last time he betrayed his schizo-
ghrenic condition by using the concept of

umanity. He certainly meant what he
wrote since he teaches us that “what care,
should we not take of words and in weigh-
ingthem.” Nobility asaconcept falls under
the bigger umbrella of the more universal
concept of “honor.” But what is honor,
what is its relevance today?

Modernization brought about structural
changes as well as changes in conscious-
ness. Feudalism with its aristocratically
controlled static structures, had as one of
its core forms of consciousness the concept
of honor. This concept is still present in
today’s consciousness especially in highly
hierarchicized professional groups (mili-
tary, law, medicine). It is however easy to
see how honoris not the predominant form
of consciousness today. Under the Ameri-
can law, insult is not actionable. It is not
considered real injury as (Kgosed to mate-
rialdamage. Let’s suggest that whatis more
in vogue is a rather less “guild-oriented”
consciousness, more individualistic one:
dignity. Dignity seem to be the modern
consciousness par excellence.

“The concept of honor implies that iden-
tity is essentially, or at least importantly,
linked to institutionalized roles. g'(l:e mod-
ern concept of dignity, by contrast, implies
that identity is essentially independent of
institutionalroles,” (Berger). Peter Simpson,
an individual living in a modern society, is
not going to be “The honorable nobleman”
amongst us, but it is possible for him to be
dignified for his achievements, at most.
However, he could be also sanctified. This
would only be possible around year 3000.
Sorry Pete!

To illustrate what I am saying, I would
like you to picture yourself saying “I am
offended!” when the subway is late. You
would rathier say “@#$&”~!" and not do
anything about it, especially if people are
around. This is more modern...

So, try to fi out how these concepts
are embodied in the beheaded statue in
front of St. Peter's Building (2N). Don’t
think ‘much, for thought is the origin of
inaction. On this note, I leave you in the
arms of who you can!
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By: Olli Siebelt

Driving home from Massachusetts last
week,recovering from a huge Fraternity
atU-MASS Amherst, (estimated guest

ist 837 people, all of which who showed
up!) I noticed a very interesting thing, I've
never noticed before in all my road trips
around the New England Area. RADIO
SUCKS!!! There, I've said it. Yes, it’s true.
The journey took about 4 and 1/2 hours
and most of the time I was listening to the
radio when I got sick of the tapes I brought
with me, and flipping through the dial, I
just realized that Americanradioin general
consists of nothing more than cheesy Top-
40 Stations playing the same idiotic songs
over and over again ad naseum, Country
stations which are fine in certain parts of
the country but aiain get very boring, and
a multitude of Easy-Listening stations
which when you are affected with a Fire-
Water-Bacardi 151 Proof Industrial size
hangover, does not exactly nurse one back
to health. Even the two college station I
found, WMUA 91.1fm from The Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, Amherstand WPKN
89.5fm from The University of Connecti-
cut, Bridgeport were disappointing. Both
college stations seemed more interested in
broadcasting On-Campus events (Come
and hang out at the college union pizzeria!
for 10% off your meal card!, etc..) The music
they played wasn’t exactly cutting edge
either, if any was played at all. One gj
simply babbled on how much he was
against NAFTA and another cued records
so badly that I really she actually apolo-
gized for her ineffectiveness. And whileall

this fine, becausel realize that college radio
is meant to be this way, and Commercial
radio is all about profits and appeasing the
major record label for a way to influence
record retail sales. But, what about a radio
station which was commercially viable,
with a large amount of power, with a dedi-
cated format of breaking new bands? Think
about it, no matter what kind of music you
like, from Techno to Hardcore to Jazz to
Avant Garde Performance art. Whatever.
A station where you could hear the latest
music no matter what genre, or style and
with no regard to selling potential or mar-
keting strategies. Maybe its just a pi

dream, but wouldn't it be great kick in the
ass to all these corporate record company
types who have no idea what making mu-
sic involves other than making a profit?
You know, the ones that think that Rap
musiccanonly besold to low-income Black
teenagers? Or Heavy Metal tomiddle-class
White suburban kids with long hair? Well,
you should be lucky to have radio stations
like the ones we have here. 106.3fm WHTG
at least has local licks where many New
Jersey unsigned bands get thier shot at
gettingbothgigsand *Publicity. Even WSOU
has been playing a few local heavy metal
bands whoaren’t signed or are just starting
to get out on the road. Thank God for
stations such as Upsala Callege’s WFMU
91.1fm and WSIA 88.9fm who constantly
support underground music no matter
what format, type, style or philosophy.
These stations are dedicated to bringing
you the best new music they can, so at least

Music News and Views

we're not all at a loss! Anyway, just
ramblings of a bitter man, just felt I had to
vent. Here’s what’s going on this issue:
England’s biggest contribution to Ambient
music since Brain Eno, The Orb, are set to
release a quadruple (!) live album ready for
release before Christmas. The album is
called “Evil Bro 39”, which when held to
mirror reveals “Live Orb 93”. Pretty clever
huh? The album will feature ten live tracks
and studio re-recordings of “Towers of
Dub”, and “Assassin”. It was recorded in
Japan'’s Yellow Club, the Glastonbury festi-
val and their Trekoner Fortress show in
Copenhagen, this past August. Former
Dead Kennedys singer and spoken word
artist Jello Biafra has teamed up with Mojo
Nixon to collaborate on a new single called
“Will the fetus be aborted?”. It should be
out in stores around Thanksgiving on Al-
ternative Tentacles records and a full al-
bum, tentatively titled “Prairie Home
Invasion” is due out sometime in early
1994. Nirvana have been told by Geffen
Records that their new single “Rape Me”
(Don't say I didn’t tell you this months
ago!) will not be released. However, the
argument stems not from the song’s con-
troversial contents, but from the band’s
reluctance to shoot another video. The
record company blamesdisappointing sales
on thefirst single “Heart Shaped Box” in its
first three weeks because at the time there
was a lack of video airplay, but have said
that if the band comes up with their own
storyboards, they will release the “Rape
Me” single. Seattle grunge stars Alice in

Front 242: 05:22:09:12 Off
Epic Records

After more than 10 albums under
their belt, and over 12 years together,
Belgium’s Front 242 have constantly
been on the cutting edge on Electronic
dance music. All this time, they have
constantly ignored the world around
them and surrounding influences
which might have corrupted them, i.e.:
The British Acid House scene of 1998,
The Belgian New Beat scene of 1990
and even today’s influences such as
Hardcore techno and electro-primitiv-
ism. This new album, the second re-
leased this year, is more than just a simple
remix album. It contains not only com-
pletely different versions of songs released
onthis years earlier release “Fuck Up Evil”,
but contains bonus tracks and even col-
laboration tracks with another band they
brought in from New York to help them

ive a fresh production feel to the album.
ereleaseas a whole is a fantastic experi-
ment in Electronic music gone wrong. 14
“songs” in all, yet when you listen to the
album as a whole, you realize that the
album is just one entire track broken up
into segments. Even the songs which a%
pearin “normal” form on the previous C
are almost completely un-recognizable.
“Melt”, “Skin”, “ and others simply float in
and out of a staggering array of electronic
beats, rulsating rhythms and samples
which I no idea what they are. Another
interesting feature is their ability to incor-
porate a female singer into some tracks
without having that patented “Disco-
Diva” effect. A music journalist once
wrote that listening to a Front 242
record sounds like somebody beamed
in a record from the 21st century with
equipment and sounds not yet in-
vented, and played it today. That state-
ment tells it perfectly. If you like
electronic music, from Ambient to
Techno, from New Age to House, get
this immediately. This band is so far
ahead of their time, that 20 years from
now this CD will sound state of the art.
(Front 242 will be playing in New York
City on or around December 18th)

Hammerhead: Evil Twin
(Amphetimine Reptile)

Out of Minneapolis, this over-the-
top Punk Rock band has been making a
dent in the college scene for a few years
now, first with a bunch of obscure 7"
singles, selling to an crowd consisting
mostly of friends and college
acquaintences. Then a full length al-
bum entitled “Ethereal Killer” which
came out about a year and a half ago
and much to my surprise, did
suprisingly well on the college charts.
Well, Hammerhead is back with a new
album, and yet this time they opted for
a much rawer feel than thier previous
efforts. They abondoned the comforts
of a multi-track studio setting and
opted to jump into a rehersal studio
and record the whole album live to
DAT with no overdubs. The result is a
suprisingly jarring performance, giv-
ing a massive live feel to it yet without
any muddy bass or horribly mixed
drum parts which live recording ,
escpecially that music like this is
known for. Eight tracksin all, all brand
new. Punk Rock and Hardcore fans
take note. A very impressive, if noisy

!
reEraiﬁc% Trip: Love Tara
(Sub Pop)

Coming out of Montreal, and therea-
sonable sucess of thier last 7", Eric’s
Trip have jumped light years ahead of
what they’ve been doing previously
with this debut CD. Alternating be-
tween very slow acoustic pieces with
both male and female vocals, and all
out punk anthems, listening to the
whole CD straight through, you get
the feeling that maybe there were two
bands recording the same album. It’s
not a bad thing though, since I like
both the slow and fast songs together.
One thing that I wonder about is why
they stoEped-singing in thier native
tongue, French. On the 7" which was
released last year, there were these
great chorus parts sung in French, and

for some reason, it fit the songs per-
fectly, giving them this quasi-surreal
feeling since the syllables and inflec-
tion didn’t exactly match the beat or
the guitar riffs, but on this CD, all the
songs are sung entirely in English. But
that’s not a problem. This is a really
cool CD overall, showing a much more
mature and talented band than thier
previous efforts. Check it out.

Jacobs Mouse: I’'m Scared
(Frontier Records)

Coming out of a tiny little town in
Northeastern England, this is the sec-
ond release from Jacob’s Mouse. We
just saw these guys at Danceteria in
New York City during the recent CM]
Convention and personally, I was sim-
ply blown away. I can remember lis-
tening to “I’'m Scared” during the car
ride home and just feeling a little
dissapointed after such an amazing
show. As far as a live band goes, they
are top notch. They are, however, a
very hard band to describe musically.
If one wereto categorize, you could try
take a Punk Rock band, adding a little
early Public Image Ltd., a hint of 1977
era Ramones, and a dash of experi-
mental noise influences, but even that
doesn’t scratch the surface. Eclecticism
is the key word here. I notice also that
when you listen to this CD, very much
like Eric’s Trip, each song sounds dif-
ferent, as if it was done by a com-
Eletely different bands. I love this stuff,

ut some people may find it a bit dis-
concerting. 1 know a friend of mine
who loves a band to have “That
Sound!”, whatever that may be, but
one thing for sure is that Jacob’s Mouse
has no distinct sound overall, but in-
corporate every style imaginable. This
is a very interesting release to say the
least, and one of my favorites of 1993.
If you like Alternative music in gen-
eral, you should go out to your favor-
iterecord store and pick thisup. Get an
education. Learn Jacob’s Mouse.

Chains are set to release the follow up to
their “Dirt” album with an album due in
January. The tentative title is “Jar of Flies”,
out on Columbia records. Singer Max
Cavalera of Mexican thrash band Sepultura
was shot at and beaten with a metal pipe
after a Rage Against the Machine show last
week in Phoenix, Arizona and when he
complained about it, he and his wife were
then arrested by police. The trouble began
when they were leaving thebands show. A
car pulled up along side them and began
firing shots towards them. They promptly
hit the deck and the car sped away. As they
ran for shelter, the car came around again
and the occupants piled out and began
fighting with Cavalera and two friends.
After a short melee, the assailants got back
in the car and Max then picked a rock and
threw it at the fleeing vehicle. He missed
and hit another car, and that’s when cops
showed up. Cops thought that he and his
friends were causing thetrouble,and when
Max protested, the _Fﬂlice booked him for
aggravated assault. The police, not surpris-
ingly failed to arrest the original assailants.
Faith No More guitarist Jim Martin may be
getting the boot after several months of in-
band fighting. Reports indicate that ten-
sions have been growing steadily after the
release of “Angel Dust” when about half of
Martin’s solos were wiped from the mix
entirely. No confirmation yet on whether
he has been sacked, or what's going on. I
guess we'll just have to see. See you next
time.

New and Noteworthy:ak.a.(Buy
this stuff now! You don’t need a review!!)

Sven Vath: An Accident in Paradise

(Eye Q)
Stone Free: A Tribute to Jimi Hendrix
(Reprise )
Chapterhouse: Blood Music
(Dedicated)
Shonen Knife: Brown mushrooms...
(Virgin)
Barnabys: Delightful Browns
(Spin-Art)
Teenage Fanclub: Thirteen
(DGCO)
The Spinanes: Manos
(Sub Pop)
Fretblanket: Twisted 7"
(Rockville)
Riot Squad: Ode to Vortex 12"
(12 Gauge)

Vapour Space: Magnetic Gravity Arch
Suite 1  (ffrr)

(Please note that all these releases can be
heard on WSIA 88.9fm by calling the re-
quest line at 718.982.3060 from 12p.m. to 2
a.m. 7 days a week.)
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Cold Bitch

Capitalism: The Green Light
Struggle, ‘ Band together
Inequality, Brothers and Sisters for a cause
Frustration, Crush the oppression that binds us
Violence, Let’s become one, so that we may form
the END. our own hypocrisies

by Louis Bardel

Cant Of 9he Magi

Qhere is a power which others can't begin to comprehend

Of other dimensions it comes with vastness to have no end

Ohey fear and hate what they don't have and others can use so well
PBecause they long it so dearly to cast but a single spell

Qheir ignorance calls it magic the unknown blocked on a shelf

Un their hands they would abuse it thinking only of the seff

Do tear the universe apart ripping tﬁrcac[s of a fabric

Us nothing more than but a thought wrecking such simple havoc
Discipline is the mental key to this treasure chest of force

 (ive the [ife of discipline devouting my soul of course

q garning the weaves of the fabric to manifest the power

 spend most of my mortal (ife every day and hour

Hiding from the world is my [ife to safely do my studies

Apart from their petty struggles and wars and weirds and worries
N ow A descend upon their dirt to bring their end much faster '
Ohey gasp and grovel upon me for I am now a master

- by A wigi Kapaj

“From a distance,
The calm, caleulating sound of bouldering skies
Thunder struck
Skid marks [rom nearly unsuccessful passing cars
A fading silence from an ambulance or fire engine

The spotted sound of rain in the night

: The hazy mist envelopes everything in its path
Like a hungry giant feastmg on the people of an unlucky town
town in the mist off terror
“Frozen, awkward instant
Calmness sweeps over everyone
A screech, an unfriendly violent crackle, likened to the crack of a slave whip
On the burning flesh of night
“Oestruction
“Oisallusionment
Twenty planes overhead
Silence - except for the young drops escaping the thunder

A sofc sound that moments ago would make me violent,
“Now puts me to sleep

by Karianne Gilson
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A Winning Formula

by Ed Hicks

So how ‘bout them New York Rangers?!
No, no, no. Don't let yourself think I'm
going to stand on my soapbox and sell you
my Stanley Cup serenade. No way. I've
been hurt far too many times.

But the bottom line is that the Rangers
are a good hockey team. They combine
explosive offensive power with a diligent
defensive posture that has enabled them to
go 13 games without losing.

You have to point to Mike Keenan as the
reason for the Ranger resurgence. He has
turned an underachieving bunch into a
powerful force that is strong in just about
every area.

Keenan has resurrected MikeRichterand
given him the confidence to be one of the
league’s top netminders. Iron Mike has a
good history with goalies. He develoged
top NHL goaltenders in Ed Belfour in Chi-
cago and Ron Hextall and Pelle Lindbergh
in Philadelphia.

In a style much like Dan Reeves did for
the Giants, Keenan has employed the “my
way or the highway” policy and discarded
those who did not heed the company line.
ExitJames Patrick and Darren Turcotteand
enter Steve Larmer and Nick Kypreos. -

Keenan’s entrancehas mellowed captain
‘Mark Messier and allowed him to be the
leader he should be. Messier, aside from
being one of the best passers in the league,
is starting to show a physical style that
made him one of the game’s premier play-
ers.

The Rangers can hurt you in a lot of
ways. They have the s and quickness
in guys like Messier, Esa Tikkanen, Mike
Gartner and Alexei Kovalev and the gritty
netcrasherslike Larmer and therevitalized
Adam Graves.

They have defensemen like Brian Leetch
and Sergei Zubov who can rush the puck
and be the late man in the play. Leetch is
regaining his Norris Trophy form and
Zubov has benefited from teams trying to
key on Leetch instead of him.

And hey, you want to get tough? How
doesaline of Mike Hudson, Mike Hartman
and Joey Kocur sound? Throw Jeff
Beukeboom and Jay Wells on the defense

- andyouhaveabruising quintet. Youknow

the Rangers are deep when Ed Olczyk and
Phil Bourque, who have above-average
salaries, are watching from the stands.

We all know that Stanley Cups are not
won in November, but you have to feel that
the Rangers have a winning formula.
Maybe Mike Keenan is finally the coach
that elevates the Broadway Blues from play-
off pretenders to legitimate contenders.

(XX

S ing of legitimate contenders, the
Nemgl(nic:?have busted out of the
gate with their best start since 1969, reeling
off seven wins before losing to the Spurs in
San Antonio.

But the loss was a bit tainted because the
Knicks go-to guy, Patrick Ewing, has been
bothered by a sore neck. Ewing was in-
jured withanelbow to thehead by Indiana’s
Rik Smits and is going to sit out until he
feels better.

Asmartmove, especially sincethe Knicks
only will play three times in 14 days, so
Ewing won’t miss that much time. It's
better to have a healthy Ewing dominating
only the way he can.

Professor Evan Pickman, who is a scout
fortheLos Angeles Clippers, has confirmed
that the Knicks are the team to beat and

g wr .»“L\I - - .v‘..A-->‘. .-

now that Michael Jordan is on the golf
course, Ewing is the most dominant player
in the league.

Pickman pointed to Ewing/s effort in the
Knicks overtime win over Cleveland ear-
lier this season and said quite simply that
no one can stop Patrick, especially because
he wants the I\HBA championship ring. Jor-
dan, Bird, Magic, Isiah, Worthy all have
rings. Ewing wants one. Bad.

You hate to put pressure on the
Knickerbockers, but they are so deep and
talented, it’s scary. At every position they
are two deep. Greg Anthony and Doc
Rivers have been an effective team at the
point. Anthony has started a littleslow, but
stop crying to have Mark Jackson back.
Jackson doesn’t have one-tenth of the de-
fensive skills that Anthony has and
Jackson’s offensive numbers don’t make
you forget his liability on defense. Don't
forget that Pat Riley is a coach who heavily
stresses the defense.

John Starks and Hubert Davis can light it
up at the two-guard and you could see
Rolando Blackmanifthings arereally tough.
Rebounding madman Charles Oakley has
dispelled hisdoubters and has selfless!:’ set
examples of how to play Riley’s game.
Throwin Anthony Mason, Anthony Bonner
and Charles Smith and you have lethal
forward pairings on the boards. Reach
deeper into the bench and you can pull out
Tony Campbell as well.

Ewing, of course, makes this bunch tick.
His presence and desire makes a hungry
team hungrier. The Chicago Bulls took
their lumps before they reined as champi-
ons. Ditto for the Detroit Pistons. The
Knicks lost to a superior team last year.
They needed to lose just to illustrate what
kind of effort it takes to win the NBA cham-

ionship. As Robert DeNiro said in Cape
Fear; “You have got to learn by loss.”
(XX ]

So now that Notre Dame lost to Boston
College, can the Irish })lay Florida State in
the Fiesta Bowl? Well now we know that
Lou Holtz’s bunch hasan Achilles heeland
that is the defense can be scored upon.

Allday, thelrishcouldn’t hold the Eagles
downand they got burned. What anamaz-
ing comeback by ND, but they seemed to
think that they had it wonafter going ahead
39-38. They didn’t realize that with almost
two minutes on the clock that BC could
exploit the Irish ‘D like they had all day.
And they did.

I feel sorry for the ND player who took
unnecessary roughness call on the kickoff
to BC. The Eagles then started the winning
drive on their own 25 instead of their own
10. That 15 yard penalty was the difference
between a 40 yard kick that was good as
(lzisosed to a 55 yard kick, which most

ikely would have been no good.
(LX)

Michael Kay wants Darryl Strawberryin
a New York Yankees uniform and I must
ask..WHY? I was a Straw backer while he
was a Met. 1 didn’t think there was anyone
in the game that could carry a team like he
could when he was hot. On the pace Straw
was going, he could’ve hit 500 home runs.

But that’s over now. Strawberry can still
play ball, but his attitude and suspect back
arejust too high arisk to take. The Yankees
were close in 1993, so there is no need to
chance what was a breakthrough season
for the Yankees.

I can’t help but think that Kay’s Darryl
serenadeis moreanti-Danny Tartabull than
pro-Strawberry sentiment. Kay has solid

T e e s w e,

insight and a finger on the pulse of the
Y. and yougetthefeelingthat Tartabull
is expendable and if the right deal comes
along, so long Danny.

o0

I must take this time to acknowledge the
anonymous fan who visited mein the WSIA
studios on Monday, 11/22. This man read
my NHL preview and was real upset over
the fact that I said the San Jose Sharks were
“the pits.”

Well first off, thanks for reading my ar-
ticle. It's nice to know that my effort is being
rewarded. But lighten up. Pre-season prog-
nosis is like shooting rubber bands at the
stars. It’s pointless.

Perhaps you would have felt better if 1

or maybe “If there was a room full of NHL
teams that were , the Sharks wouldn’t
be one of them.” t's the difference? My
opinion is merely that, my opinion.

My column would be pretty boring if I sat
hereand §ave you philosophical reasoning
astowhy I couldn’t predicthow NHL teams
will do. If San Jose does has a good season,
I'll survive and I'll probably write an article
about what a t turnaround they had.

Betcha that'll make you happy. But I'll
believeSan Jose's riseto greatness whenIsee
it.

o00

Two quick notes: The Yankees should
sign Pete Harnisch and Michael Jordan is
not the greatest player ever to play the game

said “SanJose’schances forsuccessaregrim.”  of baseball.

End NHL Fighting...Now

by Chris Papagani

Fighting in the National Hockey League has been acommon occurance for far too
long now. It is safe to say that the NHL will not get a national network contract
unless fighting is removed from the game. The question then becomes: how do we
eliminate fighting from the game without causing waves? Fans froir: the old school
willtell you1t can’t be done, because the game vill los.. inany of its older followers;
fans who grew up on the Boston Bruins and the Philadelphia Flyers of the 1970's,
who brawled and battled their way through the league with such players as Dave
Schultz, Stan Jonathan and Terry O'Reilly. But the fact of the matter remains that
the NHL has, and probably always will take a backseat to professional basketball,
football and baseball because it allows its players to fight during the games.

Where to begin? Ask yourself this question: what do most professional athletes
covet most? Of course the answer is money,money and more money. Be that as it
may, why not hit the players where it hurts? In the wallet. If a player fights, that
player is suspended the following game, plus loses that game’s pay. Now, players
like Mick Vukota of the Islanders, Basil McRae of the Blues, Rob Ray of the Sabres
and Rudy Poesheck of the Lightning will think twice about dropping their gloves.
They will be forced to adapt their game, they will have to learn to ‘})lay tough
without throwing hands or else they’ll be out of the game, because if they can't
adapt, they’ll be dead wood on the bench. And since enforcers are not making
anywhere near the amount of money the superstars of the game are making (i.e.
Wayne Gretzky, Brett Hull or Eric Lindros), they will feel the crunch on their
wallets.

Advocates of fighting in the NHL will also tell you that if you remove fighting,
players will begin swinging their sticks like swords used by the Three Muskateers,
which they do anyway. So why not institute the same punishment? Suspension
plus loss of a game’s pay for any player that is deemed to use his stick in a violent,
weapon-like fashion.

The result of such a rule would be the gradule decrease and subsequent
extinction of fighting in the NHL. Fighters will be fi htinilless. Enforcers such as
Bob Probert of the Wings and Randy McKay of the New Jersey Devils have
good hockey skills; they can play the game and help their respective teams by
glaying tough without fighting. The other players who fail to adapt to life without

rawli:g will slowly but surely be replaced by players who possess hockey skills.
Coupled with equal punishment for violent stick infractions, the game/pay sus-
sion con could work. Of course, we will never know unless Gary Bettman
and the rest of the NHL's upper management take a long hard look in the mirror
and stare face to face with the realization that the League will not %am the exposure
it could, would and should if it contiues to allow fighting in the :
Sportsbits

Altough showing signs of life recently,New York Islanders General Manager
Don Mafoney looking to bolster offense for after atrocious start. Isles have shown .
interest in Edmonton winger Kelly Buchberger, Vancouver's center Petr Nedved,
whoisa free-agent holdout, Detroit’s Keith Primeau and Los Angeles center Jimmy
Carson.

L XX}

Let’s take this oppurtunity to wish New York Jets linebacker Marvin Jones a
speedy and safe recovery from his injury sustained in Indianapolis on November
14. Jones suffered a chip fracture of the socket portion of his left hip. Doctors are
keeping a close watch on the hip for signs of avasular necrosis, the dying of a bone
due to diminished blood ci tion, the same condition that ended Bo Jackson’s
football career. Giants wideout Mike Sherrard is also being watched for the same
condition in his hip which hedislocated last month in a game against the Philadel-
phia Eagles. ; -

eee

Finally, congratulations to New York Yankee firstbaseman extrodinare Don
Mattingly on winning his eighth Gold Glove Award. Mattingly tied George Scott
for the American League record for Gold Gloves for a first baseman.
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