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“ O n  life ’s jo u rn e y  

Faith is n o u rish m e n t,

V ir tu o u s  deeds a re  a shelter,

W is d o m  is th e  lig h t by day and 

R igh t mindTulness is th e  p ro te c t io n  by n ight.

If a man lives a p u re  life  n o th in g  can d e s tro y  h im ;

If he has co n q u e re d  greed  n o th in g  can l im it  his fre e d o m .

- Buddha
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A n O p en  L e t t e r  to  t iie  

C o lle g e  o f S ta te n  Is la n d ,  

a n d  to  it s '  S tu d e n t O o v e rn m e n



a n d N E W S

To W h o m  it  May C o n ce rn ;

I w o u ld  f ir s t  like to  w e lco m e  everyone  back, and to  w e lco m e  o u r  la tes t class o f Freshman to  C o llege  

o f Staten Island. For th ose  o f you w h o  may n o t have read T h ird  Rail be fo re , m y name is M ichael Miley. I am 

th e  N o n -F ic tio n  D ire c to r  o fT h ird  Rail M agazine.That jo b  requ ires  me to  g a th e r subm issions and check  th e m  

fo r  factual accuracy. Sadly, I m ust a d m it th a t m y last le t te r  had a fe w  inaccuracies in it. I w o u ld  like to  s ta r t 

o u t by c o rre c tin g  th em .

As w e ll as being th e  N o n -F ic tio n  D ire c to r  o fT h ird  Rail, I am also 

em ployed by th e  O ffic e  o f S tuden t Life here  a t CSI. I c la im ed in th e  p re v i

ous issue th a t my fe llo w  w o rk e rs  and I had rece ived a $ I /h o u r  pay cut.

T he  tru th  o f th a t s ta te m e n t was called in to  question . S tud en t L ife ’s e m 

ployees are paid o u t o f a g ra n t th a t has n o t increased. H ow ever, w e  c o n 

tin u e  to  h ire  m o re  em ployees and ho ld  m o re  events th a t all m ust be paid 

fro m  th is  una lte red  g ra n t.T h is  has led to  som e em ployees barely w o rk in g  

nine hou rs  p e r w eek.

Th is  leads to  serious q u a lity -o f-life  issues fo r  th o se  o f us w h o  

have been unable to  find  a second jo b  to  su pp le m en t th e  m eager incom e 

generated  by w o rk in g  fo r  S tuden t Life. I have had to  miss class because I 

cou ld  n o t a ffo rd  a M e tro C a rd . I was fo rce d  to  choose  be tw een  g e ttin g  to  

class o r  g e ttin g  to  w o rk . I urge th e  p o w e rs -th a t-b e  to  increase th e  g ra n t

th a t funds th e  O ffic e  o f S tud en t Life, so w e  can live w ith  d ign ity ; so th a t w e  d o n ’t  have to  co n tin u e  to  make 

these choices.

M o s t likely, th is  is a p ipe dream . T h ird  Rail has d o cu m e n te d  h o w  C U N Y  and CSI have a long “ p ro u d ”  

h is to ry  o f em p loying  n on -u n io n  la b o r and under-paying staff. I w o n d e r  if th e  o n ly  so lu tio n  is fo r  th e  e m p lo y 

ees o f S tuden t Life to  organize.

T he  n e x t th in g  I w o u ld  like to  discuss involves m y q ue stion in g  o f th e  p ro c e d u re  th a t reversed  a S tu

d e n t G o v e rn m e n t vo te . T he  v o te  in q uestion  w o u ld  have le ft SG w ith  th e  same level s tipend  th e y  a lready 

received instead o f increasing o r  decreasing it, b u t i t  was reversed  a t th e  n e x t m eeting. But, o th e r  vo tes  a t th e  

same m eeting  did n o t need to  be re -taken . T h is  le ft m e, and several o th e r  m em bers  o fT h ird  Rail, w o n d e rin g  

w h y  th a t was th e  o n ly  v o te  th a t needed to  be recast.



C a ro l B ro w e r, th e  D ire c to r  o f  S tud en t Life, was k ind  enough to  exp la in  th e  reasons w hy; 

“A t the Dec. 3, 2009 meeting of SG, student government approved maintaining of the 

stipends from the ‘08-’09 year... Betv/een that meeting and the meeting of Jan. 28, 2010,

I had several conversations with CUNY Legal Affairs... I was told clearly that SG must 

abide by both the Open Meetings Law and the General Construction Law. W hat this 

means is that quorum (a gathering of enough members to pass a legitimate vote) is 

half plus one of the total seats of the senate and that all motions can only pass if the 

majority of the senate seats vote in the affirmative.. .This... needed to [be] instituted 

from the day the new constitution was approved... Nov. 29, 2009, so the Dec. 3, 2010 

meeting needed to  conform.This is why we had to revisit the quorum vote.The other 

motions from the Dec. 3 meeting all passed by at least I I votes, so they did not need 

to  be revisited.”



I’d like to  th a n k  Ms. B ro w e r fo r  h e r t im e  in helping to  se t th is  m a tte r  s tra igh t. I w o u ld  also like to  

apo logize  fo r  th e  m istakes I have m ade. I w ill keep a s tro n g e r eye o u t in th e  fu tu re , as to  avoid any fu r th e r  

inc iden ts  like th is . W ith  th is  in m ind, I w o u ld  n o w  like to  m ove on to  th e  c u rre n t to p ics  o f th is  le t te r

It m ig h t com e  as a sh ock  to  people  th a t I do  n o t have anyth ing  to  com p la in  abou t. W e  have 

a new  S tuden t G o ve rn m e n t, and m y hopes are high th a t th is  session w ill be b e tte r  than  p rev ious  S tud en t 

G o ve rnm e n ts .

R ight now , th e  crises facing us are budge t cuts and th e  tu it io n  hikes facing all o f  C U N Y  again. 

T he  p ro b le m  facing N e w  Y o rk  State is n o t  a budge t d e fic it, b u t in fa c t a revenue gap. If w e  reverse  th e  ta x  cuts 

th a t u p p e r incom e  b rackets have rece ived, w e  w o u ld  have m o re  than enough to  m ake up fo r  th e  sh o rtfa lls  

N e w  Y o rk  is facing. Just to  p u t th is  in perspective ; th e  u p p e r b rackets have had th e ir  taxes c u t fro m  16.4% to  

6.5%. M eanw hile , th e  p o o re s t N e w  Y o rke rs  (tho se  earn ing  $ 15,000/year o r  less) are paying a ra te  o f 12.6%! 

So, w h ile  you  hear people  ra n t and rave a b o u t h o w  th e y ’re  “ taxed  enough already,”  w e  have a s itu a tio n  in 

N e w  Y o rk  State w h e re  th ose  w h o  fall u n d e r th e  p o v e rty  line, th o se  p eop le  h a rde s t pressed ju s t to  g e t by, are 

having a la rge r chunk o f  th e ir  incom e  taken than  th e  r ic h e s t N e w  Y orkers !

I’m sure  m any o f you  disagree w ith  me. L e t’s face it; w h o  likes paying taxes? N o  one ! B u t i t  is im 

p o r ta n t to  re m e m b e r th a t taxes a re  n o t “ p un ish m en t fro m  th e  g o v e rn m e n t fo r  being successful.”  T h e y  are 

th e  fee w e  pay to  live in a c iv ilized  society. T h a t is w h y  w e  pay taxes; to  e n joy  th e  p riv ileges th a t co m e  fro m  

liv ing in th e  m o d e rn  w o r ld .

Th is  has becom e a p ro b le m  a t th e  local, s ta te, and federa l levels o f  o u r  g o v e rn m e n t, and is a c o n 

d em na tion  o f th e  Laffer C u rv e . If one  s till w an ts  to  h ide beh ind  N e o -L ib e ra l e co n o m ic  p o licy  like  a v o o d o o  

safety b lanket, th e  Laffer C u rv e  is an im p rac tica l source  o f  revenue a t th e  level o f  ta x a tio n  R epublicans and 

conserva tives w a n t to  see.

W e  have seen o u r  tu it io n  b a lloon  o v e r th e  last decade. O n e  o f th e  ta rg e ts  o f  th e  “ s ta rve  th e  beast”  

reac tionaries  is always education . T h is  is to  th e  d e tr im e n t o f  e ve ry  A m e rica n , inc lud ing  th e  capita l class w h o  

w ill eventua lly  have to  im p o r t  an educated  w o r k  fo rc e  to  m ake th e m  rich . As always, th e  p o o r  and w o rk in g  

classes w ill be devastated by th e  lack o f  access to  h igher education .

T h in k  o f  i t  th is  way; cou ld  you, o r  any o f  y o u r  fr ien ds  a t CSI, a ffo rd  $ 30 ,0 0 0 /se m e s te r fo r  tu itio n ?  I

rem ind  e ve ryon e  th a t C U N Y  schoo ls  used to  be free . Yes, fre e  to  a tte n d  fro m  its ’ in c e p tio n  in th e  I8 4 0 ’s up 

u n til 1975.T h e re  w as o n ly  a m o d e s t re g is tra tio n  fee. D u rin g  th e  G re a t D ep re ss ion , i t  w as fre e  to  go to  c o l

lege. D u r in g  th e  fre q u e n t depressions in th e  la te r  half o f  th e  19th ce n tu ry , i t  w as fre e  to  go to  C U N Y .T oday 

i t  is n o t.W e  shou ld  all w o n d e r  w h y  th a t is.

T h is  leads me to  call o u t  th e  many, m any co n se rva tive  Republicans; th e  Ron Pauls; th e  Randian L ib 

e rta ria ns ; and p a rtic u la rly  th e  “ Teabagger”  p o p u la tio n  o f  CSI. If all o f  you  are  so o pposed  to  any fo rm  o f  

g o v e rn m e n t assistance -  w h ich  you  have id io tic a lly  m islabe led “ soc ia lism ”  -  th e n  w h y  are you  co m ing  to  CSI? 

A re  you  se cre tly  socialists? Th is  also goes to  any p ro fe sso rs  w h o  espouse co n se rva tive  ide o lo gy; if you  w a n t 

to  s h rin k  g o v e rn m e n t so badly, w h y  are you  w o rk in g  on  th e  p ub lic  dole? W h y  are  yo u  b e n e fitt in g  fro m  th e  

same social spending p ro g ram s th a t you  p ro fess to  hate?

M o re  to  th e  p o in t, d o  any o f  you  rea lize  th a t th e  end re s u lt o f  y o u r  push to  p riv a tiz a tio n  w o u ld  be 

th e  end o f  CSI? T h e  end o f  C U N Y , and SUNY, and any o th e r  s ta te -ru n  u n iv e rs ity  o r  pub lic  school? D o  yo u  

even care, o r  w o u ld  you  ra th e r  ju s t m ake y o u r  meal t ic k e t, c lim b  th e  ladder, and pull i t  up beh ind  you? if  

c o n fro n te d  w ith  th is  re a lity  b e fo re  you  re tire , w ill yo u  sudden ly  ra il against it? W i l l  yo u  s p o u t som e  nonsense 

a b o u t e du ca tio n  being “ to o  e n tre n c h e d ”  to  g e t r id  of?

It is d o w n r ig h t h y p o c ritic a l fo r  so m e o n e  to  say th e  g o v e rn m e n t is always w ro n g  n o  m a tte r  w h a t, th e n  

g e t th e ir  e du ca tio n  p ro v id e d  by th a t g o ve rn m e n t. If yo u  rea lly  believe th e  g o v e rn m e n t is n eve r r ig h t, I w o u ld  

urge you  to  go to  C o lu m b ia , o r  N Y U , o r  W agner, o r  any o f  th e  o th e r  fin e  p riv a te  co lleges in th e  area. If n o th 

ing else, th e  d e b t you  accrue  w ill be a sign o f  y o u r  p rinc ip les .

W h ile  I’m on th e  su b je c t o f  s tu de n ts  I d is like, i ’d like  to  p o in t o u t  th a t  I am a b it  o f  a m isa n th ro p e . 

M o re  than  one  p e rson  has asked m e if  i t ’s iro n ic  fo r  a so c ia lis t t o  be a m isa n th ro p e . A s  I e n jo y  te llin g  th e m , 

being a so c ia lis t means recogn iz ing  th a t e ve ryo n e  has th e  r ig h t to  be tre a te d  fa ir ly  and equally. T h a t doe sn ’t  

m ean I ac tua lly  have to  like anybody. 1 b rin g  th is  up because I have n o tic e d  la te ly  th a t  m any o f  m y fe llo w  s tu 

dents, fo r  lack o f  a b e tte r  w o rd , suck.

By th is  1 m ean th a t th e re  a re  m o re  and m o re  p e o p le  co m in g  t o  CSI w h o  d o n ’t  care  a b o u t th e ir  educa

tio n . I haven’t  o b se rve d  th is  a lone, e ithe r. I’ve heard  s im ila r s to rie s  fro m  o th e r  s tu de n ts  as w e ll, so I’m w illin g  

to  suppose i t  may be a tre n d .



N E W S ■

F irs t off, n igh t classes have becom e increasing ly insufferab le . T h is  is th e  f ir s t  se m e ste r o f  m y academ ic 

ca re e r a t CSI th a t I have n o t taken a n igh t class. G enera lly, n igh t s tuden ts  used to  be o lder, m o re  m a tu re  

people  w h o  have re tu rn e d  to  co llege to  fu r th e r  th e ir  educa tion . In m y o p in io n  th e y  are being rep laced by 

th e  Voorst kind o f students; th e  kind  w h o  d o n ’t  care enough a b o u t th e ir  e du ca tio n  to  g e t o u t  o f  bed b e fo re  

3:00 PM! T he  m o s t d isgusting th in g  I have ever heard a s tu d e n t say was d u rin g  a n ig h t class last sem ester. He 

said th a t he d id n ’t  care h o w  he did in th e  class because his paren ts w e re  paying fo r  it, and th a t he d id n ’t  care 

a b o u t his education  a t all. I was h o rr if ie d ! T ha t, and I use th e  te rm  loosely, pe rson  was q u ite  lite ra lly  w asting

a seat in th a t class th a t w o u ld  have been p u t to  b e tte r  use if i t  w e re  le ft em pty.

W e  w ill always have peop le  like th is  in th e  C U N Y  system , especially as a co llege e du ca tion  becom es

m o re  necessary in th e  fu tu re . 

H ow ever, I have n o tice d  a 

sharp increase in th is  k ind  o f 

s tu d e n t since th e  e co n o m y 

b o tto m e d  o u t  a fe w  years 

ago. I t ’s as if CSI w e re  som e

s o r t  o f place fo r  lazy peop le

to  hide fro m  th e  real w o r ld  

fo r  a w h ile ! C o llege  is an in 

s titu t io n  o f  h ighe r learn ing, 

n o t a day care fo r  18 -2 4  year 

o lds.

I’m conv inced  w e  need 

p ro p e r  vo ca tio na l schoo ls in 

th e  U.S., akin to  w h a t is done  

in G erm any. C o llege  isn ’t  fo r  

everyone , b u t e ve ryon e  does 

need jo b  tra in ing . It w o u ld  be in th e  best in te res ts  o f  o u r  c o u n try  to  m ake m o re  avenues to  success available 

to  th e  n e x t genera tion .

As I com e  to  a close. I’d like to  focus on som e o f th e  p ro b le m s a t CSI. In p rev ious  le tte rs  I have asked 

S tuden t G o v e rn m e n t to  take  pos itive  action , and I’d like to  c o n tin u e  th a t tra d it io n  now .

To o u r  new  S tuden t G o v e rn m e n t: I co n g ra tu la te  you  on y o u r  e le c tio n , and lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th e  c o m -



A ca de m ic  a dv isem e nt is a sicl< jo ke . M any s tu de n ts  have had th e ir  g ra d u a tio n  se t bacl< a fu ll se m e ste r 

o r  m o re  by a fa iled in te rd e p a rtm e n ta l co m m u n ic a tio n  system , and o ve r-re lia nce  on  an im p e rfe c t te chno logy.

T e x tb o o k s  are  s till o v e r-p r ic e d .T h e  B o o k  S to re  s till ho lds a n e a r-m o n o p o ly  on th e  in fo rm a tio n  w e  

need to  succeed.

T he  q ua lity  o f  fo o d  in th e  co m m issa ry  has im p ro ve d , b u t th e  p rices are  s till q u ite  high. M any s tuden ts  

have to  m ake a ~ 2  m ile  ro u n d  t r ip  to  7-E leven to  a ffo rd  a s ligh tly  cheaper lunch.

A d e q u a te  n ig h t ligh ting  on  cam pus is a love ly  idea, I hope  w e  g e t som e soon. A s so m e on e  w h o  fre 

q u e n tly  leaves th is  cam pus a fte r  dark , I can te ll you  th a t p ick ing  a path across th e  cracked, uneven sidew alks 

th a t lead to  th e  f r o n t  gate is t r ic k y  business.

T h e  C am pus C e n te r  leaks like a sieve w h e n e v e r i t  rains. I have w itne ssed  m o re  than  one  p erson  slip 

and fall on  w e t f lo o rs  in th a t build ing.

T h e re  are m any p ro b le m s  facing CSi, and th a t ’s ok. I t ’s o k  to  a d m it th a t th e re  are p ro b le m s. A s soon 

as w e  k n o w  so m e th in g  is w ro n g , w e  can w o r k  to  f ix  it. I w a n t to  see o u r  p ro b le m s fixe d . In th e  end, I do  love 

CSI. I t ’s given me m any o p p o r tu n it ie s  I w o u ld n ’t  have had o th e rw is e . B u t I’m also d isa p p o in te d .T h e  w ay w e  

tre a t  th e  s tu de n ts  like a piggy bank to  b re ak  open and f ix  o u r  fiscal p ro b le m s  is w ro n g .T h e  w ay th a t c o m m o n - 

sense so lu tion s , like fix in g  a leak in th e  ceiling, seem  n eve r to  be m ade is w ro n g .

I do  believe th a t w e  can be b e tte r. W e  d o n ’t  have to  be m ocked  as th e  “ C o lleg e  o f  S tup id  Id io ts ”  fo r 

ever. W e  can m ake CSI w o r th y  o f  re sp e c t.W e  can be an in s t itu tio n  th a t tre a ts  eve ryon e , f ro m  th e  P res iden t to  

th e  inco m in g  Freshm an, w ith  fa irness and respect. If th is  is ju s t th e  fever-d ream  o f a m adm an, th e n  I hope  th e  

fe ve r doe sn ’t  break. I w o u ld  n o t choose  to  d ream  o f anyth ing  else and I do  n o t k n o w  w h y  any o f  you  w o u ld  

e ithe r.

ing year .  I’m  s u r e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  a w a r e  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  s h a r e d  g r i e v a n c e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  body .

As ever.

C o m ra d e  M iley



The Great Debate On "Anclior 6al]ies"inil Iminigration Status

By; Erin Cavorley

T h e re  is a g re a t deal o f  debate  in th e  new s a b o u t im m ig ra tio n , and h o w  p eop le  co m e  h ere  to  have 

w h a t is called an “ a n c h o r baby.”  A n  a n c h o r baby is a ch ild  b o rn  in A m e ric a  to  fo re ig n  paren ts . T h e  ch ild  

has a u to m a tic  A m e ric a n  c itizensh ip , so can co m e  and go in A m e ric a  as he o r  she pleases. T h e  F ed e ra tion  

fo r  A m e rica n  Im m ig ra tio n  R e fo rm  estim ates th e re  are  b e tw e en  285 ,000  and 365 ,000  c h ild re n  in th e  U n ite d  

States th a t are classified “ a n c h o r babies.” T h a t ind icates a huge n u m b e r o f  p eop le  w h o  have im m ig ra te d  here  

and had ch ild re n . But, w h a t is th e  real issue th a t tu rn s  A m e rica n s  against th ese  im m igran ts?

Som e are against peop le  w h o  m ig ra te  here , especia lly  w h e n  th e y  are  a lready p regnan t, ju s t to  gain 

th e  sta tus o f  being A m e rica n . I t ’s tru e ; a lo t  o f  peop le  d o  com e  here  fo r  a b e tte r  life, a n ew  s ta r t  in a land 

w h e re  th e y  can be fre e  and accepted  u n co nd itio n a lly . T h is  is guaranteed  by th e  N th  A m e n d m e n t.

Som e A m e rican s  are  against th e  14th A m e n d m e n t.T h e y  cla im  th a t im m ig ran ts  “ th e y  co m e  here  take  

up o u r  jobs, abuse o u r  system  fo r  w e lfa re  and m oney, and d riv e  p rices up fo r  housing. In S taten Island, I have 

fo u n d  m o s t o f  th is  to  be tru e . In P o r t R ichm ond, fo r  exam ple , to  re n t a n o rm a l a p a rtm e n t o r  house is m o re  

expensive  than  re n tin g  a house in W illo w b ro o k , b u tW il lo w b r o o k  is, by far, a b e tte r  n e ig h b o rh o o d .

D o  you  k n o w  w h y  th is  is true?  M o s t p o o r  A m e ric a n  fam ilies can bare ly  a ffo rd  a a p a rtm e n t in to d a y ’s 

econom y. M eanw h ile , im m ig ra n t fam ilies co m e  here  and re n t a house in P o r t R ichm ond. T h e y  so m e tim e s  

p u t 12 o r  m o re  peop le  in a single a p a rtm e n t, so th e  la n d lo rd  is guaran teed  to  g e t th e  re n t -  even if th e y  all 

w o r k  o ff  th e  b ooks  —  due to  th e  a m o u n t o f  peop le  w h o  live th e re , and a re  s p litt in g  th e  re n t. U n like  in th e  

im p ove rish ed  A m e ric a n  h ouseho ld ; o n ly  fo u r  o r  five  p eop le  live in th e  house, and usually o n ly  one  o r  tw o  

have jobs.

I t  is said th a t “ a n c h o r baby”  c itizen sh ip  does n o t pay o f f  u n til age 2 1. W h y  is this? A  p a re n t w h o  has 

a so-ca lled  ’’a n c h o r baby”  c a n n o t s p o n s o r th e ir  ch ild  to  be an A m e ric a n  c itizen  u n til th e  age o f  21. Even 

th o u g h  these  im m ig ran ts  co m e  h ere  and have “ a n c h o r babies,”  th e y  d o n ’t  rea lize  th a t th e y  can s till be d e 

p o r te d ; th e y  are s till illegal im m igran ts , and have s till b ro ke n  o u r  laws.

M any p o litic ia n s  and c o u r t  cases have raged o v e r th is  issue. T h e  g re a t a rg u m e n t a b o u t th e  14th 

A m e n d m e n t and w h a t i t  s ta tes is th is ; th is  a m e n d m e n t w as w r i t te n  a fte r  th e  C iv il W a r, and w as in te n d e d  to  

ensure  th a t  th e  sta tes p ro v id e d  fo rm e r  slaves equal righ ts . W h a t  sh ou ld  th a t  A m e n d m e n t mean to  us now? 

O u r  fo re fa th e rs  w ro te  i t  in a d if fe re n t tim e ; h o w  do  w e  in te rp re t  th is  to  m ake i t  useful in to d a y ’s society? 

T h a t is s till y e t to  be seen, and th e  b a ttle  rages on ; n o t  o n ly  am ong  o u r  m o s t im p o r ta n t  leaders, b u t am ong  

o urse lves  as w e ll.

A m e ric a n s  also have to  see th e  flip  side o f  th is . Im m ig ra n ts  are  p eo p le  w h o  co m e  h ere  and “ take  

jobs  fro m  us”  usually, th e y  take  th e  jo b s  A m e ric a n s  w ill n o t  d o ; m o w in g  lawns, digging tre n ch e s , w ash ing  

dishes, p ick ing  fru it ,  and so on. M o s t w o r k  fo r  m uch less th an  m in im u m  w age, and w o r k  long  days; so m e 

tim e s  12 h o u rs  o r  m o re . T h e y  co m e  to  A m e ric a , use w h a t m o n e y  th e y  need to  live on , and send a lo t  o f  

th e ir  m o n e y  to  th e ir  fam ilies  overseas to  help im p ro v e  th e ir  lives.

Is th a t rea lly  so w rong?

M any A m e ric a n s  are o u tra g e d , b u t th e y  re fuse  to  w o r k  som e o f  th ese  jobs. If w e  w o n ’t  ta ke  th ese  

jobs, w h y  shou ld  w e  g e t a ng ry  a t th ese  im m ig ra n ts  w h e n  th e y  do? W e  as th e  A m e ric a n  p eo p le  have to  th in k  

a b o u t th a t. A lso , n o t all p eop le  co m e  h e re  to  abuse o u r  system .

T h e  debate  w ill rage on b o th  sides o f  th e  issue, and n o b o d y  w ill be able to  fo re se e  th e  o u tc o m e . 

W e  have to  th in k  a b o u t th e  big p ic tu re . W e  have to  be th e  g re a t c o u n try  w e  always have been, and u n ify  in 

o rd e r  to  co m e  to  a fa ir  dec is ion  on  th is  sub jec t; n o t  o n ly  fo r  th e  sake o f  o u r  im m ig ran ts , b u t also fo r  o u r  

o w n  p e o p le .W e  need to  co m e  up w ith  a w ay to  n o t  o n ly  be fa ir  w ith  o u r  rig h ts  and equa lities , b u t also co m e  

up w ith  a w ay to  p ro te c t  o u r  system  fro m  abuse, to  p ro te c t  th e  h a rd -e a rn e d  m o n e y  w e  A m e ric a n s  p u t in to  

o u r  system . So I leave you, w ith  th is  th o u g h t. . .

W h e re  do  you  stand?

O u r  N th  A m e n d m e n t states, ’ ’A ll persons b o rn  o r  n a tu ra lized  in th e  U n ite d  States, and su b je c t to  

th e  ju r is d ic tio n  th e re o f, a re  c itizens o f  th e  U n ite d  States and o f  th e  State w h e re in  th e y  res ide . N o  S tate shall 

m ake o r  e n fo rce  any law  w h ic h  shall abridge  th e  p riv ileges o r  im m u n itie s  o f  c itizen s  o f  th e  U n ite d  States...”  

T h is  was w r it te n  in 1868, b u t th is  a m e n d m e n t has n o w  beco m e  a b a ttle g ro u n d  on  w h a t e xa c tly  is t ru e  

a b o u t A m e rica n  b ir th r ig h t  and c itizensh ip .



C S I S ta n d s  Up A g a in st  H a te  & V io le n c e

By: Marty Clifford

“W e are very honored to be able to speak out to college students and to show  

support. Anything w e can do to help spread awareness w e are honored to do so.”
% . -^Richard & Luis Vieira

Staten island has always been a place w h e re  lifesty les co llide . I t ’s w e ll-s itu a te d  geographically, w ith  

co nve n ien t access to  N e w  Y o rk  a n d  N e w  Jersey.This p ro v id e s  peop le  w ith  g re a t f le x ib ility  fo r  e m p lo y m e n t 

o p tio n s . C onsequently , th e re  has always been a p ro n o u n c e d  im m ig ra n t p o p u la tio n  on Staten Island. Since th e  

V e rra z a n o -N a rro w s  b ridge  was o pened  In 1964, th e  p o p u la tio n  has e xp loded .

M o re  peop le  o fte n  m eans m o re  te ns io n , and th a t te ns io n  seems to  be co m ing  to  a head in 2010. A t  

th e  tim e  o f  th is  w rit in g , th e re  have been m o re  than a dozen hate crim es re p o r te d  th is  year.

In June, a P o r t R ichm on d  m an was beaten fo r  being Latino.

In July, R ichard  and Luis V ie ira  w e re  a ttacked  and beaten by a g ro u p  o f  young  m en fo r  being gay.

T h is  t id e  o f  bad w ill seems to  be  tak ing  place on th e  nationa l scale. Po litica l m ovem ents  are becom ing  

m o re  recogn izab le  fo r  th e ir  angry rh e to r ic  than fo r  th e ir  po lic ies. People are angry, and th a t anger is sp illing  

over. I t  is beginning t o  a ffec t th o se  peop le  a t th e  edges o f society, th ose  peop le  m o s t easily v ic tim ize d .

T h ro u g h  th e  m o n th  o f  S e p tem ber th e re  was a s trin g  o f suicides. Young peop le  all o v e r th is  c o u n try  

ended th e ir  lives because th e y  co u ld  n o  lo n g e r face a life o f b igo try , bullying, and a liena tion .

O n  th e  evening o f  O c to b e r  7 ,2 0 1 0 , th e  G ay-S tra igh t A lliance  a t th e  C o llege  o f  Staten Island hosted  

th e  CSI A ga ins t H a te  C andle  L ig h t M arch. In co a litio n  w ith  m any o f th e  o rgan iza tions  a t C S I,th e  G S A b ro u g h t 

th e  c o m m u n ity  to g e th e r  t o  declare  “ Enough is e no ug h !”

T h e  ra lly  was led b y  G S A P res iden t Jerem iah Ju rk iew icz. He rem ind ed  th e  assem bled c ro w d  th a t 

A m e ric a  was fo unded  on  th e  p rinc ip les  o f  re lig ious fre e d o m  and equality, and w o n d e re d  w h y  so c ie ty  is c o n 

tin ua lly  a llow ed  to  c o n tra d ic t th o s e  values.

“ W h e n  you  see so m e on e  c o m m ittin g  [an ac t o f] hate against ano ther, th e n  speak up,”  Mr. Ju rk iew icz  

urged th e  a tte n d e e s ,“ T h e  tim e  fo r  s ilence is o ve r! G e t a lit t le  angry a t th e  c ircum stances in o u r  c o u n try  

r ig h t n o w ! Because o u t  o f  anger^com es a c tio n  and d ia logue. A n d  o u t  o f  these  com es change and u n d e rs ta n d 

ing th a t has been all to o  lon g  d e p rive d  in th is  g re a t c o u n try .”

T h e  Rally was a p a r t o f  th"e 1 A m  S lite n  Island campaign. “ I A m  Staten Island (lA M S I) is a campaign

to  p ro m o te  th e  idea th a t w e , as res ide n ts  o f  S taten Island, are  all m e m b e rs  o f  a shared co m m un ity , and th a t 

w e  m u s t all ta ke  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  e nsu rin g  th a t th e  Island is a safe and w e lc o m in g  b o ro u g h  fo r  p eo p le  o f  all *  

backgrounds.”

C o m in g  to g e th e r  as c o m m u n ity  w as a n o th e r  th e m e  o f  th e  evening. M r. J u rk ie w icz  w e n t o n  to  say 

“ If I am n o t  w illin g  to  defend  so m e o n e  o r  so m e th in g  th a t has n o th in g  to  do  w ith  m e, th e n  h o w  can I e x p e c t 

so m e o n e  to  d o  th e  same fo r  me? I t ’s t im e  to  say th a t any fo rm  o f  hate , regardless o f  its ’ ta rg e t, is n o t  o k ! 

L e t’s care  fo r  each o th e r  as if  w e  w e re  b lo o d ^re la te d .”

It  was in th e  s p ir it  o f  th is  s ta te m e n t th a t  p a rtic ip a n ts  a t th e  ra lly  w e re  e ncouraged  to  share th e ir  

s to rie s , and urged to  “ End th e  hate.”  M any speakers shared th e ir  p ersona l e xpe rie nce s  w ith  in to le ra n c e  o f  all 

kinds, ranging fro m  racial and re lig ious p e rs e c u tio n , to  th e ir  s truggles w ith  ide n tity .

K a tie  C um iskey  is th e  fa cu lty  a d v iso r to  th e  G S A  and C h a ir  o f  th e  Psychology D e p a r tm e n t o f  CSI. 

She shared h e r ins igh t on  th e  m eaning o f  c o m m u n ity ,“ C o m m u n itie s  co m e  to g e th e r  fo r  each o th e r. C o m m u 

n ities  go beyond th e  f r o n t  g a te .. .W e  need to  be resp on s ib le  as co llege  s tuden ts , faculty, and S taten Islanders. 

W e  can be a b o u t love and to le ra n c e .”

Laura LoB lanco  S w o rd  a tte n d e d  th e  ra lly  as a re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  A ssem blym an  M a tth e w  T ito n e , w h o  

was unable to  a tte n d  due to  a a n o th e r speaking engagem ent e lse w he re  o n  th e  to p ic  o f  m arriage  equality.

In th e  m o s t po ign an t m o m e n t o f th e  evening, Luis and R ichard  V ie ira , w h o  w e re  v ic tim iz e d  on  Bay 

S tre e t on th e  n ig h t o f July 7, 2 0 10, w e re  inv ite d  to  share th e ir  s to ry  w ith  th e  audience.

“ W e  are tax-paye rs  and respons ib le  c itizens,”  Luis exp la ined , “ W e  have th e  b es t ne ighbo rs , th e yV e  

given us so m uch s u p p o rt.”

H e w e n t on to  say th a t, as co llege s tu d e n ts ,“ You a lone  have th e  a b ility  &  p o w e r to  m ake changes in 

th is  w o r ld . Learn th e  facts. D o n ’t  re ly  on  o th e rs  to  in fo rm  you . T h e  real t r u th  a b o u t th ings  is o u t  th e r e . . .  If 

you  th in k  th is  [h a te ] has n o th in g  to  do  w ith  you, y o u ’re  w ro n g . I t  has e v e ry th in g  to  d o  w ith  yo u ! If  n o b o d y  

stands up fo r  anybody, w h o ’s go ing  to  be le ft to  s tand up fo r  you?”

R ichard  th e n  to o k  th e  m ic ro p h o n e , and spoke to  th e  c ro w d  w ith  deep e m o t io n . “ l d id n ’t  th in k  o f  

myself,”  he said a b o u t th e  a tta c k ,“ l th o u g h t o f  Luis. I neve r fo u g h t w ith  anyone in m y life! I d o n ’t  hate  anybody.

I d o n ’t  have th e  patience  o r  th e  tim e  to  hate.”  " '

T h e  d e m o n s tra to rs  th en  li t  candles and m arched  peacefu lly  to  V ic to ry  B ou levard . T h e  ra lly  w as a t

te n d e d  by a p p ro x im a te ly  75 peop le .



B a n la s t ic

Bu; Katrina Hannan 8 Dansi llanzano

Eight C U N Y  cam puses are  p a rtic ip a tin g  in recyc ling  p lastic  bag e ffo rts . Is y o u r  sch oo l one  o f them ? 

T he  E rnesto  Malave Leadersh ip  Academ y, fo rm e r ly  k n o w n  as C U N Y  Leadersh ip  A cadem y, is resp on s ib le  

fo r  th is . T h e  Malave Leadersh ip  A ca de m y is co m p o se d  o f  25 s tu d e n t leaders th ro u g h o u t C U N Y . “ T he  

A cadem y is w h e re  s tu de n ts  co m e  to g e th e r  w ith  fa c u lty  and o th e r  leaders to  d eve lo p  th e  skills, kn o w le d g e , 

and e xp e rie n ce  necessary to  beco m e  g loba l as leaders.”  T h e  ye ar long p ro g ra m  a llo w s  p a rtic ip a n ts  to  

g ro w  to g e th e r  as leaders and c rea te  a s tro n g  n e tw o rk  across C U N Y , w h ile  d o in g  se rv ice .

T he  2 00 9 -20 10  Malave c o h o r t  successfu lly  estab lished  th e  C U N Y  G ree n  F e llow s p ro je c t, aka; 

“ Banlastic.”  W e  had phenom ena l leaders w h o  gu ided  us in th e  r ig h t d ire c t io n ; fo rm e r  E xecu tive  D ire c to r ,  

D r. Joe M cM anus, C o o rd in a to r  fo r  Special P rogram s and P ro fessiona l D e v e lo p m e n t, C h r is tin a  Joseph, and 

P rogram  C o o rd in a to r  Julie A g o s to .

T h e  Malave leaders c o lla b o ra te d  and c re a te d  th e  

C U N Y  G re e n  Fe llow s p ro je c t to  ra ise aw areness and in 

crease re cyc lin g  in C U N Y . U n d e r  th e  lea de rsh ip  and g u id 

ance o f  Julie A g o s to , th e  Malave fe llo w s  m e t o nce  each w e e k  

to  d iscuss th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th is  p ro je c t. W e  d ilig e n tly  

researched  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  re cyc lin g  p lastic  bags, and 

lea rned  th a t  th e y  are e x tre m e ly  d e tr im e n ta l to  o u r  e n v iro n -

i n .
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D id  you  k n o w  th a t  p lastic  w aste  k ills  th ou san d s  o f  m a

rin e  anim als each ye a r because th e y  con fuse  th e  p lastic  w ith  

th e ir  food?  A c c o rd in g  to  P lasticB agR ecycling.org ; “ P lastic 

bags can .be  m ade in to  dozens o f  useful n e w  p ro d u c ts , such 

as b u ild ing  and c o n s tru c t io n  p ro d u c ts , lo w -m a in te n a n c e  

fenc ing  and decking , and o f  co u rse , new  bags.”

T h e  U.S. goes th ro u g h  100 b illio n  p lastic  sh op p ing  bags annually, b u t w e  re cyc le  v e ry  fe w  o f  th e m . 

W e  d ec ided  th a t as C U N Y  leaders, w e  needed  to  s tep  up and m ake a d iffe re n ce .

W e  m e t w ith  B u ild ings &  G ro u n d s  and th e  S u s ta in a b ility  C o m m itte e s  o f  each sch oo l, and th e y  

agreed to  have th ese  re cyc lin g  bins on  th e ir  cam puses. W e  w e re  also successfu l in g e tt in g  re cyc lin g  p lastic  

bag e ffo r ts  in to  th e  s u s ta in a b ility  plans a t m o s t o f  th e  schoo ls .

H e lix  Poly, th e  la rge s t m a n u fa c tu re r and re c y c le r  o f  re ta il bags in th e  U n ite d  States, d o n a te d  p lastic  

bag re cyc lin g  bins to  th e  Malave L ea de rsh ip  A ca d e m y  to  be used on  th e  8 cam puses p a rtic ip a tin g  in th e  bag 

re cyc lin g  p ro g ra m . T h e  bins are  c u r re n tly  in use ( o r  so on  w ill be) a t th e  C o lle g e  o f  S taten Island, B o ro u g h  

o f  M an ha tta n  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e , K in g s b o ro u g h  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e , LaG uard ia  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e , 

N e w  Y o rk  C ity  C o lle g e  o f  T echno logy, Q u e e n s b o ro u g h  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e , Q u e e n s  C o lle g e , and Y o rk  

C o lleg e .

T h e V ic e  P re s id e n t o f  M a rk e tin g  &  E n v iro n m e n ta l A ffa irs  a t H e lix  Poly, M a rk  D an ie ls , s ta te d  “ T h ro u g h  

e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m s  like  th e  re cyc lin g  in it ia tiv e  u n d e rta k e n  by C U N Y , th is  m a rk e t w ill c o n tin u e  to  g ro w  

add ing  va luab le  g reen  jo b s  th ro u g h o u t th e  n a tio n . T h e  p a r tic ip a tio n  by th e  s tu d e n ts  a t th e  C U N Y  cam pus

es is g re a tly  a p p re c ia te d , as w e  reco gn ize  th e ir  e n v iro n m e n ta l s te w a rd s h ip  to w a rd s  a susta inab le  fu tu re .”

T h e  2 0 0 9 -2 0 1 0  M alave L ea de rsh ip  A ca d e m y c o h o r t  w o rk e d  v ig o ro u s ly  last ye a r to  g e t th ese  re c y 

c ling  bins o n to  th e  8 C U N Y  cam puses. W e  s in ce re ly  th a n k  D r. Joe, C h r is tin a , Joseph, and Julie A g o s to  fo r  

th e ir  s u p p o r t. N o w  i t ’s t im e  fo r  you  to  s ta r t  re cyc lin g  p lastic  bags a t y o u r  C U N Y  cam pus!

Katrina Hannan is a CSi student, and D a/si /^anzano is a Barucfi graduate student, 2009-2010Maiave Lead
ership A cademy felio ws.

This is the plastic bag recycling bin in 
building IC  on the ground floor



Sometimes, 1 Wonder

By; Marty Clifford

When I was in tine tfiird grade, I was entered into tiie scliool Science Fair.To tliis day, I couldn’t tell 
you why All I had done was paint nine Styrofoam balls to look like the planets -- in those days there were 
nine -  and stuck them on Styrofoam disks with some wire. Half of them didn’t even stand straight, although 
I was fairly proud of the cardboard ring I made for Saturn.

My goofy model solar-system was put in competition 
against the usual assortment of volcanoes, microscopes made 
from mayonnaise |ars,and kit-built radios that picked up noth
ing but static.The only interesting thing I saw that day was an 
experiment called “Gravity Doesn’t Work.” The idea was that 
the theory of gravity states ‘what goes up must come back 
down’ could be easily debunked using a magnet; little things 
like pins and paper-clips |umped from off the table and on to 
the magnet. They never came ‘back down.’

I thought that this was marvelous! The scientific applica
tions were limitless in my 8 year old mind; with a big enough 
magnet you could lift a dog, or make an airplane that never 
crashed, or even fly to the moon!

The judges interviewed me about my dumb planets, and 
I answered their questions as if they were asking what I wanted for my last meal.Then they all trotted off 
to interview the brilliant kid with the magnets -  surely a formality, since anyone could see his project was 
going to rewrite the fundamental paradigm of technology -  and I sank into my chair and sulked.

Turns out that my petulance was for nothing, the kid with his magic, gravity-defying magnet didn’t 
win a single prize. I couldn’t comprehend that! Had these judges no vision? Couldn’t they see the limitless 
applications to which this marvelous new device could be put?

I had to know, so I walked over to the brilliant magnet-kid and asked him if they told him why he 
didn’t win, and adding that I thought he should have won. He said it was because the judges said he didn’t 
show that he understood gravity or magnetism, and because of that his experiment failed to support the 
hypothesis.

At the time, I had no idea what he was talking about.
* * * *



Minding my own business is a hobby of mine. Like almost anyone who was raised in a big city, I’m 
pretty comfortable with not going out of my way to find out what kind of trouble I can get into.

Let’s get this out of the way up front; I’m an atheist. There, I said it. The dirtiest word in the Ameri
can vernacular, and I willingly self-apply it. Look, I’m not one of those raving lunatics who rants about how

stupid religious people are, or how the Pope is 
secretly creating a clockwork army of Golden 
Pedophiles to rid the world of innocent chil
dren and thereby bring about the Apocalypse. 
All it means is that I don’t believe in any gods, 
nor do I put stock in any holy book that any of 
those particular gods authored as dictated but 
not read.

Despite what I’ve heard about myself 
from others, I live a perfectly happy, well-ad
justed, morally centered life. I might not care 
who fed which apple to whom, but this is 
America and you can tell whatsoever version 
of the story you please; there’s this little thing 
called the First Amendment that guarantees 
you that right.

I’m a fan of the First Amendment. I be
lieve in it. I think it represents the best of what 
America is. In part, the Amendment states that 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an es
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof. . . ,” which basically means 
that government can’t force religion on the 
people, and that people can’t force religion on 
the government, or on each other. There’s a 
bunch of boring Supreme Court cases to back 
up that point; McCollum v. Board of Ed; Kiryas

Charles Darwin 1809-1882



Joel Village School District v. Grumet; Sherbert v.Verner; City of Boerne v. Flores; I’m getting drowsy just 
listing them! Everyone has the right to be who they want to be.

Another of my core beliefs is in education. The 
depth of human knowledge is truly amazing, and pass
ing that knowledge to the next generation is important; 
how else are they going to have time to figure out new 
things unless we teach them what we already know? It 
may seem silly to say it like that, but this is the why you 
don’t carry around a portable CD player anymore. We 
realized it could be better and turned it into an iPod 
Touch!

Sometimes, my belief in these two things puts 
me in a unique position. For example; there are a mul
titude of groups that recognize themselves as Creation- 
ists.They are folks who believe that, despite all evidence 
to the contrary, the Earth (and consequently, everything 
on it) is only about 6,000 years old. Therefore, it must 
have been created in its complete, modern form.

:

Creationists will go to great lengths to reconcile this belief with the world around them.They have 
been known to use stories of Noah’s Flood to explain everything from fossilized dinosaur remains to craters 
on the moon, but their greatest goal is to debunk Darwin.

The Theory of Evolution has been under attack by religious fundamentalists for almost as long as 
it has been considered credible by the scientific community; some people find it unthinkable that humans 
could have arisen from a ‘lesser’ species through natural processes. Accepting that would undermine their 
dogma, their faith in the superiority of mankind, and deny them their rightful place as special in the eyes of 
their chosen deity.

Unable to accept that possibility. Creationists attempt to disprove and lampoon evolution (which 
they often call Darwinism) at every opportunity. You may have heard of the crocoduck argument. It goes 
like this; if evolution can turn a crocodile into a duck, why has nobody ever found a crocoduck?



People who understand evolution are quick to point out that the existence of such a creature would 
actually be the clinching proof that the theory was wrong; an animal of one species will never give birth to 
a creature that is unrecognizable as a member of that same species. Evolution from one form to another is 
the sum total of changes to an animal species over a vast amount of time. It is not photoshopping a croco
dile’s head onto a duck. Scientific people do better work than that.

There’s this group called the Discovery Institute, which sounds pretty scientific. Read a bit about 
them on their website and they seem a pretty reasonable bunch. In their words, “As a matter of public 
policy. Discovery Institute opposes any effort to require the teaching of intelligent design by school districts 
or state boards of education.”

If you’re not familiar with it, intelligent design (sometimes called ID) is the idea that the universe, 
and the living things that inhabit it, is too complicated to have arisen naturally, and therefore must have been 
deliberately, intelligently arranged. If it sounds suspiciously like the definition of Creationism to you, then 
you’re right! ID was put forward as an alternate version of the theory of evolution; it’s a theory that is more 
palatable to the Creationists because it allows for human beings to spring into existence at the behest of 
their deity in the relatively recent past instead of forcing them to struggle their way up to humanity from a 
demeaning start in monkeyhood millions of years ago. It’s also a theory that has a better chance to worm 
its’ way into public schools, as the overt references to religion have been glossed over.



It seems pretty simple why the Discovery Institute would want to oppose ID; as a religiously inspired 
idea, teaching it in schools was ruled unconstitutional in the end of 2005; “[Intelligent Design] is not [sci
ence], and moreover.. ID cannot uncouple itself from its creationist, and thus religious, antecedents.” Qudge 
John E. Jones III, Kitzmiller v. Dover).

The problem arises only if you read a bit further into the Discovery Institute’s website;“Attempts to 
mandate teaching about intelligent design only politicize the theory and will hinder fair and open discussion 
of the merits of the theory among scholars and within the scientific community.”

So, they don’t want to require ID to be taught, since it would be illegal to push their religious views 
into public schools; that might infringe on the rights of people to believe in other religious views. However, 
they do want teachers to voluntarily spread the idea, since that will squeeze the theory into the school 
system through a tiny legal loophole.

All this because the theory of evolution doesn’t fit into their world view. Which is a shame, because 
the science of evolution works; if it didn’t work, then there would be a slew of alternate theories slugging it 
out in the brutal peer-review process. In science, people have to agree that something works and it has to 
be proven to work. Nobody can simply claim something works and be accepted as correct. Moreover, the 
science of intelligent design doesn’t work; in order for it to be valid we would have to completely redefine 
our understanding of biology, physics, geology, cosmology, astronomy, phylogeny, even medicine!

Which brings me back to my third grade Science Fair By attacking the theory of evolution, the 
Discovery Institute has only proved that they don’t understand it. By not being able to back up Intelligent 
Design as an alternate theory, they have failed to support their hypothesis.

get it now.
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Illy Thoughts on the Proposed Mosp at Ground Zero

By; Erin Cavorley

When I heard the news of a mosque to be built on the 9/1 I sight, honestly I was shocked. I have 
watched many interviews and debates and read many newspaper articles to gather all the facts.Why do they 
want to put it there? I wanted to see it from these people’s point of view.

Feisal Abdul Rauf

Feisal Abdul Rauf, the Imam behind the Park 51 center, 
was in aTV interview, where he said that he wants the building 
to be an interfaith center, and a place for Muslims to branch 
out and be less shy. He also said that, since all this contro
versy has gone on in the national media, he feels if he builds 
the mosque the American people are going to revolt against 
it. However, if he doesn’t, Muslim extremists in the interna
tional community are going to use this as ammunition against 
us; not only risking the deaths of more American soldiers, but 
also creating more resistance against America worldwide. To 
the Muslim extremist, it would seem that we are against Islam.

I know that I am not against any religion. The real reason why everyone is so shocked about where 
the mosque is to be built is that, to Americans, Ground Zero is a sacred site.

Why is this site so sacred to us? 
Well, obviously, not only did one of worst 
tragedies in history happen there, and not 
only was one of the worlds largest financial 
centers brought down to a million pieces, 
but, in those final moments, so were our 
families.

The world watched in horror that 
day as each plane hit the towers. The world 
cried as people jumped from windows to 
escape the flames. The towers fell with our 
loved ones trapped inside. Ground Zero 
may be just a piece of property to this 
particular independent company, but to us

W orld Trade Center Aftermath



Americans, it is a sacred place for those reasons.

I personally do not believe a mosque should be 
built on Ground Zero.Too many people of too 
many different religions died there. They all had 
their unique beliefs and thoughts, and placing 
only one religion on that ground is like favoring 
one person’s memory over another. I honestly 
feel that is wrong; no ones memory should be 
disgraced. No religion should be more impor
tant than another.

America has built its’ foundation on trying to be
Protest of Park 5 I Mosque

a democracy; a country where everyone is equal -  where no race or religion is favored over another -- why 
should this be any different?

I understand Feisal Abdul Rauf’s concern over what might happen if he doesn’t build the community 
center, but he should have thought about all of this before he decided to build a mosque on such a sacred 
space.

On another note, the company that is selling the property has had multiple offers. Most recently, 
Donald Trump offered to buy this undesirable location, just to put an end to the controversy. He said he 
could see nothing good coming from this situation. The offer was declined.

So, what is it that this company wants? War and bloodshed? We will never know but in this instance, 
it makes them look one-sided and shady. I believe in freedom of religion, but building a mosque on one of 
the holiest and most sacred sites in America sickens me.

I am not against it because the ones who bombed it considered themselves Muslims. Not everyone 
is the same, and their religion has nothing to do with such a case to me. The attacks on September I I 
were decisions made by those individuals. I am against the mosque because everyone I know, everyone my 
friends and family know, even people I don’t know lost someone in the towers that day. They should not be 
forgotten, and their voices should not be left unheard. Just because they are no longer here with us in this 
life doesn’t mean that they should be forgotten, or that their individuality shouldn’t be respected.



The day that everyone died in those towers, it wasn’t just one of 
the most powerful financial centers in the world being destroyed. 
It was the meaning of the act. Radical terrorists intended to de
stroy our economy and dishearten us, and they only made us 
stronger. Our economy is still suffering from that blow, but we 
will keep pushing through it all.

Not only do our fears run high, but emotions run strong in every 
New Yorker, especially towards those who were there helping that

W orld Trade Center workers and volunteers

day. The impact of 9/1 I was felt across the whole world. Putting a mosque on Ground Zero after all that 
can only be more of a tragedy. This is truly a lose/lose situation; whatever they decide to do will have bad 
consequences. I do not look forward to what any of those may be.

I believe that Muslims have a right to practice their religion, to worship in their mosques. But, hon
estly, to build one on that site -  such a holy site to us, a site of memories and so many deaths of different 
people — is just wrong.

A memorial should go up to honor everyone, but it should be a secular memorial; a place for every 
American to come and remember all those people who were lost. We are a great and unified country, full 
of many privileges, but just like in Jerusalem -  where their holy land is revered, and is one of their sacred 
places -  they protect them.

I honestly believe we should have every right to protect ourselves as well.



ow To Enjoy Life as an ildu
By iadiaKader

First throw down your bag, take a deep breath 
Marvel that your long day is finished 
Now, take it out of your closet 
Rub the glossy cover, smile big 
And breathe in those dry, musty pages 
Let the vibrant colors take charge 
And escape from this listless place 
Cleft chins, big muscles, blue hued hair, tights 
They rush at you, these people with 
Heat vision, Super strength. Spider Senses 
BAM! SHRAK! KABOOM! KRAKOW! SHAZAM!
This is the part when you sit back
And wonder why we can’t learn this in school
Don’t think too hard, this is for fun
Don’t think about loopholes or cop outs
Like the death penalty for Luthor
Or psychotherapy for Batman
Or how come they don’t sweat,
hiding their costumes under those nice business suits?
This is the end now, the blank back cover
Your corny adventures are over
Shut the glossy book, change your costume
Take off those red tights, your green flowing cape
And put on your McDonald’s apron
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“I pulled a few quotes out of an online article that I think are appropriate. 
They seem to sum up the spirit on the street.

“The first quote is a very strong point made by a Muslim woman who lost 
her son on 9/1 l:“Why are we [Muslims] paying the price? Why are we being 
ostracized? Our loved ones died [on September I I].. .America was founded 
on the grounds of religious freedom,” and opposition to the cultural center 
“is un-American. It’s unethical. And it is wrong.”

“From here on I confess I summed up and read between the lines a bit. (If 
you’d like to see the exact quotes, they’re available at http://news.yahoo. 
com/s/ap/20100820/ap_on_re_us/us_nyc_mosque_families) The counter
points seem to go as follows: (A) “It is unfair to persecute the {Muslim 
community], however,” [we’re willing to overlook that.] (B) “We’re not 
telling them not to practice their religion [we’re just dictating where they 
can practice it.] (C) “The fact is that Islam does not coexist well with other 
religions, and you can’t separate that from Islam. If that sounds intolerant on 
my part, that’s too bad.” [I am comfortable being a bigot.]”

\\

Since the attacks of September 11, 2001, many Americans have an uneasy reiationship with Islam. 21
When an American Imam and a group of American Muslims announced their intention to build an Islamic 
community center “dedicated to pluralism, service, arts and culture, education and empowerment” at the site ^
of 45-47 Park Place near the World Trade Center site (Ground Zero;) many Aniencans reacted with outrage ^
and anger.

Being the hometown of many police officers, fire fighters, EMTlsvand emergency response volunteers, 
Staten Island suffered greatly in the aftermath of the attacks. Hundreds of families lost loved ones, and thou
sands more lost friends and coHeagueSiTensions on Staten Island have been high in recent years, and Staten  ̂
Islanders have never been shy about sharing their opinions. i

Opinions on both sides of the issue are strong, which has led to a bitter and public

Third Rail Magazine, the political arts magazine of the College of Staten Island, invited an informed and 
civil discussion on the different perspectives on this issue. What follows are the results of this conversation, 
as well as some other thoughts and opinions collected on this controversial topic.

“You know, I wish I had something witty to say. Sadly, I don’t. The ‘otheriza- 
tion’ of American Muslims is a disturbing trend, but not one that should be 
surprising in America. Islam has replaced Communism as the big boogey-man 
in the 2 1 St Century. “

“We know that these things are wrong. To demonize an entire people/system 
of belief, and start treating those people like second class citizens is wrong.”

“I would like to ask a very specific question; why is it offensive to build, what 
amounts to a JCC or YMCA, two and half blocks away from ground zero? I 
have asked this many, many times and I have never gotten a straight answer. 
People say it’s like if Nazis built a Hitler museum next to a former concen
tration camp, and I’m tired of these arguments! I don’t want to know what 
it’s like. I want to know what it is! Why is this offensive, but all the porn/sex 
shops around the site is not offensive? I would like one of the people who are 
against it to explain to me why they think it’s offensive.” C

http://news.yahoo


“I learned that Muslims have a history of building mosques in lands they have 
‘conquered’ Makes you wonder why they want to build one 2 blocks from 
Ground Zero, where almost 3000 U.S. citizens were murdered by radical 
Muslims. I have nothing against the religion, but I am against this mosque be
ing built and I don’t care if you agree or not it’s my opinion. I’m against the 
mosque and that doesn’t make me biased. It’s not like I’m saying ‘oh, they 
should build a catholic church there instead.’ Put the freaking Burlington 
back there!”

“Ground Zero is the perfect place for a mosque.What better way to uphold 
the U.S.’s values of freedom opposed by terrorists?”

“But they aren’t building a mosque! It’s a community center four blocks 
away! It’s not even on ground zero! People should look up the facts before 
denouncing something they don’t completely understand.”

“First of all; No matter how many times you call it a mosque, it still isn’t a 
mosque. It’s a community center, with places to cook and play sports, and 
with a space set aside for prayer. A mosque is the exact same thing as a 
church; a building that’s exclusively for prayer and worship. Saying that add
ing prayer space for Muslims into a building makes it a mosque is like saying 
that putting a chapel in a hospital makes it a church; that despite all the fancy 
medical equipment and doctors it won’t ‘disguise’ the purpose of the build
ing as being anything other than a place of worship.

“ Then you say “Put the freaking Burlington back there”, as if the city has 
some sort of choice in whether the actual company that owns the building 
sells it or re-opens the warehouse? For someone who touts the free market, 
you don’t seem to understand it.”

m i
“Setting aside space for Muslims to pray does not make a building a mosque 
any more than, adding a chapel to a hospital makes it a church.”

‘You used that analogy before, cheater!’

“1 wasn’t going to mention it, but there are a bunch of strip 
clubs on the “hallowed” Ground Zero earth -  including one that I only 
found out about while visiting the Ground Zero site. Should 1 hold my 
breath for the protests?”

‘We’ve all used that before! Following this line of logic, the Campus Center 
counts as a mosque.’'



“If I can just go back to what [Anonymous] said; One of the more com
mon things I hear when the subject comes up is the idea that, because of 
the number of people who died in and around the attacks of 9/11 (which 
is to say; not only those who were killed in the attacks themselves, but 
also the large number of those who died in the resulting rescue efforts), 
and because that group is so diverse, that it would be disrespectful for 
a single religious group to establish a place of worship in that area — as 
if to imply that particular group might then have some sort of spiritual 
monopoly on the memory of 9 /1 I

“Those people who know better are quick to point out there are church
es and,yes, in fact, even a mosque that already exist in the neighborhood, 
and have done since before September I I, 2001. Or, if you prefer, since 
before December 1970 -  when the North Tower was completed.These 
institutions are generally hand-waved away under the aegis of some sort 
of unspoken grandfather-clause, but that in-and-of itself leads to some in
teresting questions.Why is this religion more preferable than that? How 
close is ‘too close’? How soon is ‘too soon’? If it’s ok to have an old 
mosque there, why isn’t it ok to build a new one? If it’s ok to have an old 
mosque there, why isn’t it ok to build a new building with a prayer room? 
Why is it ok in America to fall back on Jim Crow style social justice?

‘I hate ignorance.”

“ RAAHHHHH!” 
“ NADIA SMASH! NADIA 
SMASH!”

“As someone that doesn’t particularly care about religion. I’m one of the 
folks that said it isn’t appropriate for any religious institution to be there. I 
still hold that to be the case. No church, temple, mosque, or other place of 
worship should exist that close - within plain sight - to Ground Zero. How
ever, since these already exist, it would be wrong (and likely illegal) to force 
the existing institutions to move. Unless you are suggesting that the church, 
mosque, and whatever else is in the area be demolished, I believe that’s 
why “hand waving” is acceptable. I haven’t been in the area recently, I can’t 
remember expressly what is already within eyesight besides a church.”

“That said, I don’t think a community center - regardless of who sponsors 
it - is a negative thing.After reviewing ParkSI’s website (http.V/blog.parkSI. 
org/) I have found only one thing that I believe to be in poor taste, and 
only for the sake of redundancy. I don’t see why a September I Ith memo
rial is needed when it is so close to the actual site. If someone wanted to 
mourn so badly, they could walk two blocks and do it in person. I don’t feel 
that having a prayer room is a negative thing; all people should be allowed 
to practice whatever they believe, as long as it doesn’t infringe on anyone 
else’s personal rights.”

“So, it does pretty much boil down to a heaping helping of that old time 
xenophobia.” “The worst part of this discussion is it contains mostly people that agree, 

while no one else comments. I would like to have something to say about 
Andrew’s comment, but I agree with all of it. I really do wish some of the 
people against it would speak up.”

http://http.V/blog.parkSI
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‘Ok, well, here’s a thought; As someone that doesn’t particularly care 
about religion myself, I don’t feel that any religious establishment should 
be anywhere. I’d be perfectly happy if i never saw another building con
secrated in the name of some arbitrary interpretation of a codified oral 
tradition.”

“ That said, since people are determined to waste the space one way or 
the other, I normally say have-at-it.”

“Sometimes I can’t, though, http://www.9llchristiancenter.com/ This 
should not be permitted, but there’s hardly a whisper about it. I’m not 
sure i’m willing to give this one the same latitude as other waste-of- 
space” institutions, however, because this is treading dangerously close 
to being a hate group.”

“That’s awfully arbitrary of you, Mike, to single out the sandwich shop. 
There’s plenty of offensive music in the world. Maybe there shouldn’t be 
a record store? And do you know how Nazi’s killed so many people so 
efficiently? Memos. 1 think letting a Staples operate there is in poor taste, 
considering the strong Jewish population in New York.”

“Of course. I’m being a bit absurdist here; but the point I’m getting at is 
this -  Without stepping into “slippery-slope” territory, 1 think it’s legiti
mate to examine what is and is not a fair and protected expression of 
First Amendment rights”

“ I don’t believe that the presence of a community center poses a threat 
to the safety of the general public, but 1 think that hosting a group that 
spreads slander and libel (such as “Islam is a wonderful religion... for PE
DOPHILES!” and “A False Religion that is About Hate and 
Death” and, even worse “The Coming Showdown between Islam and 
Christianity”) against any group, encourages at-best; resentment, and at- 
worst; violence. THAT constitutes a danger to the safety of the public- 
at-large, and THAT is what I have a problem with.”

“That’s disgusting.’

“FYl: there is a (Greek orthodox?) church immediately across the street 
from Ground Zero -  the front of the church is on Broadway across the 
street from the Au Bon Pain that is next to J&R Music World.The church 
is ringed by a metal fence and is right beside the Staples across from J&R 
Music World”  :

“1 don’t know about you guys but I’m offended by Au Bon Pain, how dare 
they build an over priced (if yummy) but massively overpriced sandwich 
shop right next to THE HALLOWED GROUND tm. i find it offensive.

“Marty, that 91 1 Christian center website is so awful. People forget that 
even if it was a ‘mosque’ being put there, it is in the constitution that we 
all have the right to worship whatever deity, follow any religion we choose. 
So legally, there can be a mosque there. Not that anyone plans on putting a 
mosque on Ground Zero.”

http://www.9llchristiancenter.com/


A Counter Point Perspective I

By; the Editors

America was founded on the freedom to practice one’s own religion. In these days, as in those, we 
recognize that certain freedoms must have limits. The free exercise of a religion mandating human sacrifice 
would be as unthinkable, as utterly intolerable, in America as we believe it would be anywhere in the modern 
world.

Islam neither mandates, nor encourages, human sacrifice either willingly or by force.

What Islam does mandate, on the other hand, is prayer. One of the Five Pillars of Islam (moral 
guidelines for Muslims, similar to the Ten Commandments) is Salah; the daily regimen of prayers. Muslims are 
obliged to give prayer five times per day. The free exercise of this aspect of the religion is something with 
which, we feel, no American should or will take exception.

Islamic prayers are quite humble compared with their Judeo-Christian counterparts. The Muslim sup
plicant bows low before Allah, and kneels. The daily prayers involve touching ones head to the ground.This 
requires the person to have a comfortable amount of space in an out-of-the-way location, or else it could 
cause an unsafe situation.

This mandate of prayer has a measurable effect on the daily lives of Muslim Americans, and on Mus
lims around the world. In order to be free to practice their religion, Muslims need a low-traffic space in 
which they can pray in comfort without fear of injury.

Which brings us to the problem of Park 51. A community center that serves the Muslims of New 
York must be allowed to have a prayer room. To say otherwise would violate the rights of the Muslim com
munity to freely practice their religion. It becomes incumbent upon us as Americans to recognize this fact; 
not having adequate space to pray infringes on the practice of Islam.

To those who oppose the “mosque” at “Ground Zero” -  though it is neither a mosque, nor at 
Ground Zero -  but defend the American value of religious freedom, we ask you this; how is your argument 
not self-defeating? How does touting your staunch defense of religious freedom excuse your rationalization 
for the selective enforcement of it?

In America, we guarantee rights to everyone, not just to the people we like.



Untitled
By: Marty Clifford

Spinning starburst starliglit lives 
enlighten hearts, delight the minds 
and queerer questions ever will 
perturb the thoughtful, ever still 
From distant places, vaguely known 
inspired dreams can yet be grown; 
Magnificent. Marvelous. Magic-less.Vast 
futures implied by incredible past.
A gap so wide, there is no bridge 
to ease our lonely pilgrimage 
ever towards the barren coast; 
it’s failing hopes that ache the most 
when walking near those empty shores. 
This emptiness the soul abhors.
The beauty that we find today 
are footprints left to guide the way.

Dangling sunlight, savagely flung 
on precious paintings, poorly hung 
from sparkling, sputtering, splintering skies; 
it’s in the night that twilight dies; 
for what use is the burning sun, 
when by it are good works undone? 
Despite the desperate, drenching lies, 
and counsel of the wicked wise.

and frigid fists of flagrant fools 
content to be their master’s tools 
(for why would ever want they claim 
to own their wrought; inflicted pain?) 
Perhaps in sleep to dream, and see 
the consequence of fallacy; 
to know not what, nor where, nor when, 
but still to claim the wisest ken.

Sensual, silken, seemly sights.
Whirling wonders. Dizzying heights 
From parted lips the promise spins, 
where midnight ends, her hair begins. 
And he is trapped for all to see, 
enchanted by her puppetry.
Her twisted purpose sweetly serves 
to vilify his noble nerves.
This is how the story’s told 
to hearts of young, from mouths of old. 
This is how the legends start; 
value placed on player’s part.
From this fiction fast we find 
the wanderers path is well-defined 
by twisting turns and gaping holes.
So deadly is this Maze of Souls.



Book Review Corner

Video Games and Nostalg ia:A  review  o f Playing the  Past 

By: M. Miley

Playing the Past: H is to ry  and Nostalgia in V ideo Games 

Edited by Zach W halen and Laurie N .Taylor 

Vanderbilt U niversity Press, 2008 

296 pages
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I’m going to go out on a linnb and say everyone reading this probably 
knows what a video game is, and most of you probably have some experi
ence with video games; whether you’ve played the latest Playstation 3 game, 
or played a single round of Bejeweled on your phone.

Over the last 30 years video games have become ingrained in popular 
culture, but often we fail to consider the intellectual interpretations of video 
games. Many people are willing to dismiss games as culturally insignificant, 
not even considering them a form of art.

m

Zach W halen  
Laurie N. Taylor

In the last decade there has been a growing movement towards academia on the subject of video 
games. Playing the Past: History and nostalgia in Video Games is an excellent example of what an academic 
look at video games can be.

Playing the Past is a collected volume of essays approaching the subject matter of how nostalgia is 
viewed through the lens of video games; from the original plug-in-and-play “classic” games, to the massively 
popular World War II shooters in style today. The book explores the differences in memory narrative cre
ated by plug-in-and-play games and the Multiple Arcade Machine Emulator (MAME) communities online.

Plug-in-and-play games consist of a single controller that is hooked up to your TV.The unit contains 
a selection of classic games programmed into it; Pac-man; PONG; Space Invaders; Defender; Asteroids; even 
Mortal Kombat. In typical marketing fashion the ads for many of these games proclaim them to be the ulti
mate experience in classic gaming, and the definitive form of play. In the MAME communities, where people 
can download and play many of the same arcade classics, they are able to create their own “definitive” col
lections.



Other themes the book deals with are the ideas of the interactive museum -- such as Salem Planta
tion in Massachusetts -- as a form of gaming, and ‘documentary’ games -  such as JFK: Reloaded (which puts 
the player in the shoes of Lee Harvey Oswald as he attempts to assassinate President Kennedy,) and Kuma 
Games recreation of the mission that earned John Kerry his Purple Heart. These games either have a blatant 
message built into them, demonstrate an action, or help people relive a moment in history.

One of the most fascinating areas the book explores is the subject of the alienation, and the process 
of man behaving as robot in the modern post-industrial world; most explicitly shown in the games Syberia 
and Syberia II. These point-and-click style adventure games feature a New York lawyer, Kate Walker, sent to 
take over a factory in France following the death of the previous owner The factory produces automatons, 
and Kate must attempt to help the child-minded brother of the former owner find Syberia; a mystical island 
somewhere beyond Russia. As her quest goes on, Kate begins to behave in an increasingly disconnected man
ner She begins to more closely resemble an automaton herself.

Games like this can lead the player to examine his or her relationship with the game itself. Sometimes 
(especially during a particularly grueling, difficult, or redundant section of a game,) playing a video game can 
feel more like a chore. The player can feel as if they have lost a sense of self, as if they had become transfixed, 
hypnotically focused on a single, repetitive task; as if the players themselves had become the automaton.

The book is a marvelous read, fascinating from cover to coven Perceptions of how we view the real 
world, and how that effects our experience in the digital world, are woven together to create a unique lens 
through which to view our collective, electronic past. This book changed the way I think about video games 
and how I look at the world. If nothing else, it made me more aware of the rose-colored glasses that we all 
sometimes wear when thinking of the past.
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Israel and South Africa: A  review  of,The Unspoken A lli

ance: Israel's Secret Relationship With Apartheid South 
Africa 
By: M. Miley

The Unspoken Alliance: Israel’s Secret Relationship With 
Apartheid South Africa 
By: Sasha Polakow-Suransky Pantheon, 2 0 10 

336 pages

In his new book, Sasha Polakow-Suransky explores the deep relation
ship between Israel and apartheid South Africa; starting in the late 1960s, and 
lasting until the very end of the apartheid regime. The book uses a variety 
of sources -  from oral interviews with former South African and Israeli of
ficials, as well as de-classified documents from the South African archives, but official sources from the Israeli 
government in the book are close to nil (since Israel is still keeping a lid on information regarding the close 
military relationship between them and the apartheid regime). Polakow-Suransky manages to keep the edito
rial voice to a bare minimum, and focuses on the idea that Israel is an apartheid state (more on that below). 
It is important to remember that such discussion is not the purpose of this book; it needs to be stressed that 
the book is an exploration of the military ties between Israel and apartheid South Africa -  a relationship the 
author describes as “a marriage of interests and ideologies [wherein] Israel profited handsomely from arms 
exports and South Africa gained access to cutting-edge weaponry at a time when the rest of the world was 
turning against the apartheid state.”

The book starts off by exploring the fascist roots of the South African National Party in the years 
before the Second World War and its’ support of the Nazis against the British. It then moves on to discuss 
the aftermath of the war, and the creation of the State of Israel. Israel’s initial moral foreign policy towards Af
rica rejected co-operation with Apartheid South Africa, and embraced the increasing number of free African 
states in order to get support in the United Nations; a nnove intended to counter the increasing anti-Israeli 
arguments coming from Arab nations. It also explores the actions of the Defense Ministry, and its’ creation 
of a shadow foreign ministry that ran counter to the policy of the official Foreign Ministry. We see the start 
of this in the early 1950s, when Shimon Peres, then the Minister of Defense, began conducting secret arms 
deals with the French behind the back of Golda Meir, the Foreign Minister at the time. Peres went so far 
as to proclaim “the conduct of foreign policy cannot be left to the foreign office alone.” Later, it would be



Peres who would be instrumental in forming the close relationship between Israel and South Africa.
What begins to turn Israel away from ‘Black Africa’, and into secretly supporting the apartheid state, is the 
exact same event that turned Israel from the darling of the left into the pariah that it is today; the Six Day 
War. Following the occupations of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula in 1967, many in the 
African countries began to associate Israel with being a western Imperial power.Though the African nations 
were weary of Israel, they were still supporters. In reacting to the criticism of the independent African na
tions, Israel, with support of many in the Labour government, began to move towards South Africa as an ally. 
What is most disturbing about the alliance is the nuclear secrets shared between the two governments.The 
South African government was desperate to obtain an atomic device; ostensibly under the auspices of the 
“peaceful” nuclear explosion programs that were en vogue during the Cold War.

In the mid 1960s Israel achieved its’ nuclear ambition, but to this day they are still vague about it; tak
ing the line that they will not be the first to introduce nuclear weapons to the Middle East. South Africa was 
of the notion that “the Israeli model of nuclear ambiguity coupled with covert weaponization was enticing. In 
order to gauge what it could get away with down the road, Pretoria was watching developments in the Middle 
East closely and, more important, observing the reactions of the superpowers.” The nuclear co-operation 
between the two countries became so close that, in the mid-1970s. South Africa lifted all safety inspections 
on Israel of yellowcake (an intermediate form of uranium powder); of which they already had 500 tons, and, 
in return for another 100 tons of yellowcake, Israel agreed to supply South Africa with thirty grams of tri
tium (which can be used to increase the explosive power of atomic weapons).There was also the 1979 Vela 
incident; in which all evidence suggests that an Israeli atomic bomb was tested in the Southern Indian Ocean 
with the aid of South Africa. In the latter part of the 1980s, when South Africa was mired in the Angolan Civil 
War, they began to co-develop a medium rage ballistic missile with Israel.

The Labour government of Israel saw the need for an alliance with South Africa as a necessity, even if 
they disagreed with the policy of apartheid. However, following theYom KippurWar in I 973, the right-wing 
Likud party came to power and fully embraced South Africa.The entirety of chapter six left my jaw agape, as 
it described how closely high ranking members of the Likud party identified with the “plight” of the white 
South Africans. In all truthfulness; words cannot describe this chapter, or how utterly horrifying the informa
tion inside it is.

The book ends with the fall of the Apartheid regime and the exposure of the alliance between Israel 
and South Africa. Attempts were made by Israel to discredit the truth of exactly how close the relationship



was; while defending, if only indirectly, the apartheid regime. It also covers the friction that resulted fronn the 
creation of the shadow foreign ministry Those in the actual foreign ministry began to reach out to black 
South African leaders, and eventually Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress. But the Defense mission, 
which bisected the Israeli consulate in Pretoria tried to hold up the Apartheid regime, going so far as to say 
that there was another twenty or thirty years left in the system (actually, as history would turn out, there 
were less than half a dozen).The book’s epilogue then briefly touches on the notion that Israel is currently an 
apartheid state. What Polakow-Suransky argues here is that while there are criticisms against that notion, the 
hard-line defenders of Israel aren’t doing any good by their knee-jerk reactions, nor by repeating twenty year 
old propaganda.While arguing that Israel isn’t an apartheid state (just yet), citing the growing Arab population, 
and the desperate need of many far-right Israeli’s to maintain Israel as a Jewish state, leads to Israel being no 
different than de Klerks South Africa. With that in mind, I leave you with the closing conversation between 
Polakow Suransky and the former Israeli ambassador to South Africa Elazar Granot.

“ Reclining on his sofa and gazing o u t the  w in d o w  at the late a fte rnoon sun, [G ra n o t] confesses,

“ I haven’t  to ld  you w hat I know, and I w o u ld n ’t . . .until the re  is peace in the M iddle East.”  But 

fo r  a m om ent he lets down his guard.

“ I had to  take in to  consideration th a t maybe Rabin and Peres w ere able to  go to  the  O slo  

agreements because they believed th a t Israel was strong enough to  defend itself,”  says G ranot, 

uncom fortab ly.“ lt  wasn’t  the Am ericans and it wasn’t  the French and it wasn’t  the English. M ost 

o f the w o rk  tha t was done— I’m talking about the new kinds o f weapons— was done in South 

Africa.”
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Memories oi 9/11

A lot of our magazine this semester is about the relationship between America and Islam. People’s 
feelings are very strong, and a lot of their ideas and opinions go back to the events of September I 1, 2001.

We thought it would be appropriate for people who remember the events of that day to share their 
experiences, and invited CSI students to do so. These are their stories...

I woke up at 1 1:15 PM to the constant sounds of my phone ringing. I got up and answered with my 
grandmother in complete panic mode yelling at me asking, “Are you alright?!” I replied with,“I think every 
thing’s ok.”

I went back to sleep and then was awaken by my dad saying,“We are under attack!”

I worked at a coffee shop. People kept coming in. They wanted to use the phone. 1 gave away every
thing for free that day, and let them make phone calls to whoever or wherever they needed.

One man, I’ll never forget his face. He was tall, in a blue suit covered in ash. He wore glasses and a 
short beard, and he looked like his mind was gone. I made him some coffee. He took it in his hand, but I 
don’t think he even noticed it, to be honest. I asked if he was ok, even though I knew he wasn’t.

“They jumped,” he said quietly.

I was really young. All I remember was watching them play it on TV over and over again. I don’t think 
I understood it very much at the time, it looked like a rocket ship in reverse.

1 was in sixth grade. All of the kids were ushered into the gym, and told to sit down on the floor. I 
watched a lot of kids’ parents come in and take them home. I was one of the few kids not taken out of school 
early that day. I was very annoyed because of that. When 1 got home, someone told me that two airplanes 
were flown into the towers. For some reason, I automatically assumed that Japanese people taking revenge 
for World War II had crashed the planes. 1 wasn’t a very smart child.

I was hanging out with Muslims on 9/1 I. A girl I was seeing was French-African, and had other friends 
from Algeria and Morocco who were Muslim. I was on my way to her apartment when the bus PA system an
nounced that the second tunnel from New Jersey to Manhattan had been closed. I asked my bus driver what 
was it that had just ruined someone’s commute? His exact words were “some nut just flew a plane into the 
World Trade Center.” I get really annoyed when people generalize and say things like “Muslims were dancing 
on 9/1 I.’’The people I was with were scared and vulnerable.



I was a freshman in Curtis Higli Sciioo! on September I Ith, 2001.1 remember sitting in my third pe
riod French Class when the principal got on the PA system and told everyone to calm down about‘a plane 
hitting the World Trade Center.’When I heard that a plane had hit theWTC, I will admit at first I didn’t think 
it was a big deal; awful that it had happened, since I had imagined that it was a small plane that had hit the 
buildings. As third period came to a close, the true horror of what happened that day was soon apparent. I 
spent the whole day in school watching people be pulled out and going home. At one point, toward the end 
of the day, I remember the few of us still in school ended up listening to the radio about what was going on. 
It was the scariest moment in my life hearing that an airliner had hit the Pentagon. No one knew who had 
done it or what was really going on.

As I left school that day, the smoke from the fallen towers was looming over the city as an evil streak 
across a brilliant blue sky. I waited for the 62 a few blocks away from the ferry.When I got on the bus, there 
were people wearing breath masks -- everyone was wearing them after the collapse of the Towers -  with 
looks of shock on their faces; just blank and empty as their minds tried to comprehend the horror of that day.

That day will forever be scarred into my brain.

My memories of 9/1 I are sitting in my fifth grade English class. The priest of the school’s church 
(Catholic school) walked in and told all that “something” had happened in the city. He asked if any of us had 
family that worked there, and if we did to walk downstairs and attempt to make phone calls to contact them. 
After being released from school early, I remember going home and watching people jump from the windows 
of the World Trade Center to escape the fires. Then the towers collapsed, and I knew from right then and 
that America was changed forever.

I was in fourth grade at PS. 23. It was during English class, so we were doing writing exercises. I wished
something would happen so I could go home.

I remember that a frantic teacher came in to the classroom and whispered something to my teacher. 
My teacher became frantic, and then the students became frantic. As time went on, students were being taken 
out of the classroom until I was the last kid left in the class. I asked the teacher what happened, and she told 
me to be quiet and read a book.

My dad picked me up, and I asked him what was going on. He told me the Twin Towers went down. 
At the time I didn’t know what they were, so I kept quiet. Later I found out that my dad had missed his train 
and had to take a later ferry. If he had been on time, he would have been a block away when the towers fell.

My parents kept me home from school for a week or two.

It was a shocking day, not only for the nation but for an impressionable 10 year old. I remember being 
home sick from school. My mother called in a panic, telling my cousin and I to stay in the house.After watch
ing the news, and seeing the second plane go into the building, my cousin and I immediately ran for the pier 
down the street in Brooklyn.



The sounds of people screaming and crying underneath the sirens were bone-chilling. The silence 
that followed when the first building collapsed was nerve wrenching. After the shock passed; mothers, wives, 
husbands and friends frantically called loved ones but failed due to network failure of cell-phones. My mother, 
who worked twenty minutes away at Kennedy airport, got home nine hours later. It was truly a gruesome day 
to remember; all the faces and tears coming from those who lost someone. I will never forget that tragic day 
where so much pain was caused.

It was my second full day of class, freshman year, at Stuyvesant High School, three blocks down West 
Street from the World Trade Center. I normally took the E train every morning to the World Trade Center 
station, walked through the tunnel to the Chambers Street exit, and walked down Chambers to get to school. 
However, that morning, I saw a friend I knew from middle school. She told me it was easier to exit through 
the World Trade Center exit and walk to school, so we did, and got lost along the way.This was a little before 
eight in the morning.

First period was gym. In the middle of class I felt the building shake, but paid it no heed. Next period 
was English. Around the end of that period, an Assistant Principal came on the loudspeaker and said,“As you 
may know, a small plane has hit the World Trade Center.” At first, I didn’t know what to make of this.

Third period was Mandarin. By that time, nobody was actually teaching. Instead, we were all glued 
to the news on the televisions in our classrooms. A classroom across the hall faced the World Trade Center, 
but we couldn’t see the damage due to all the dust in the air. Near the end of the period, the same Assistant 
Principal came over the PA telling us that following the end of the period, we were to report to indefinite 
homeroom.

In homeroom, it was more of the same; people glued to theTV, trying to contact family on cell phones, 
etc. I remember wondering who would do such a thing? I feared that there was going to be another war soon, 
and my cousins were going to get drafted or something like that.

We were sitting there in the indefinite homeroom for what seemed like forever. All of a sudden, the 
TV lost reception. Our homeroom also faced towards the World Trade Center. It got really dark all of a sud
den, the thick dust picked up in intensity We all panicked! We didn’t know what the hell was going on,The 
same Assistant Principal came back on the PA and announced that they were evacuating the school, and that 
we should proceed in a calm and orderly manner.

We were instructed to evacuate via the exits facing the West Side Highway. As my class was walking 
towards those exits I saw a fireman, covered head to toe in dust stumble into the school from an entrance 
facing the World Trade Center, hacking up dust. Other firemen frantically passed him bottles of water to rinse 
out his mouth. His dust-covered body was the last thing I saw before I left the building.

Once I actually left the building, we were told to walk north, I had no idea where to go, I figured that 
the subways weren’t running, and there was no way I could get home to Queens, Luckily, I ran into my cousin 
-  who also went to Stuy -  and stuck with him as we walked to a dry cleaners’ shop in Greenwich Village that 
was owned by a friend of his family,There, I was finally able to call my family and tell them I was okay, I stayed 
there until the subways started running again around 5:00 PM,
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Our m eeting sched u le  

for next sem sete r:

0 2 /0 3 /1 1  
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0 3 /0 3 /1 1  [deadline first drafts]

0 3 /1 7 /1 1  

0 3 /3 1 /1 1  

0 4 /1 4 /1 1  
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