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So life's coming up w i t h  p a t t e r n s ,
Somet imes  free,  
somet imes  r e s t r a i n e d

and the  f r e i g h t  t rain wh is t l e s  in the  rain.

Taking chances....
the  fa nc y  dancers  in the  all night  bar  
under  c i t y  l ights
w h e r e  the p o w e r  o f  persuasion's me sm er i ze d  
and the  whole scene's a surprise,  
yet ,  fami l iar  ground

w i t h  the  h e a r t  caugh t  up in the  sound 
of  w h a t  w e n t  under  in the  storm.
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Tracks..
marks across  the  s ur fac e  o f  sand,  
the  s t e p s  o f  a human.

We ci rcumvent ,  c r e a t e ,  
take  on w h a t  takes  us home  
w i t h  the  co me dy  sur facing  

in the  loss, the  gain, 
the pain s t r en g th eni ng  the  soul

and the  s t e e l  t r a c k s  t h a t  ar e  ice cold.



S i m p l e  “P l e a s u r e s

If is only j u s t  an image 
no we igh t ,  no depth,  no sound.

It is only j u s t  to  he looked at,  
not  held, not  delved,  not  hound.

It seems  to  not  exist  
When one v iews  if -from the side.

P\nd i t  you t r y  to  explain w h a t  i t  means,  
you II leave them unsafist ied.

It is personal  
and pleasurable,  

and t h a t  is it's only wor th ,  
and something  o f  such essence  is, t o  me, 

d e a r e r  than clouds and ear th.
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C o ( u m 6 i a
T e d  G o g o l l

1 a m b l e  d o w n  A v e n id a  S e x ta  s t o p p i n g  in  f r o n t  o f  a c lu b  
t h a t ’s g e n e r a t i n g  s o m e  i n s p i r i n g  sa lsa  a t  f o u r  in  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n .  I ’m  b o t h  d r u n k  a n d  w i r e d  f r o m  a l t e r n a t i n g  

t h e  l o c a l  h o o c h ,  A g u a r d i e n t e ,  w i t h  s y r u p y  e s p r e s s o  t h a t  h a s  
t h e  p o t e n c y  o f  a  l iq u e f i e d  a m p h e t a m i n e .

A y o u n g l in g  p o l i c e m a n  w h o s e  u n i f o r m  c a n  e as i ly  b e  m i s ­
t a k e n  f o r  a s o ld ie r s ,  h o v e r s  n e a r b y  as  a d o g  b a r k s  a t  d e a f e n ­
in g  l e v e l s  a t  p a s s i n g  tra f f ic .

“Is it  a g a in s t  t h e  l a w  to  s h o o t  d o g s  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y , ” I 
i n q u i r e  i n n o c e n t ly .

“I d o n ’t t h i n k  so ,” h e  m u s e s ,  f e ig n in g  to  t a k e  a im  a t  t h e  
t e t h e r e d  h o u n d .

•$>
T h is  is Cali .  C o l o m b i a ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  n o t o r i o u s  d r u g  

s p r a w l s  in t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  w h e r e  d o g s  a re  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
m a n ’s b e s t  f r i e n d .  But ,  b e h i n d  t h e  d e p i c t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  b y  
t h e  w o r l d  p r e s s  as a b l o o d y  a lb a t r o s s  h a n g i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  
W e s t e r n  H e m i s p h e r e ’s n e c k ,  t h e  re a l i ty  o f  v is i t in g  C ali  is far  
d i f f e r e n t .  T h e  c o c a i n e  a n d  S o u th  A m e r i c a n - s ty l e d  u b i q u i ­
to u s ,  b u t  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  v e r y  m u c h  a live ,  
r a re ly  sp i l ls  o v e r  o n t o  t h e s e  p a lm - t r e e  f l a n k e d  s t r e e t s .

B e y o n d  t h e  m e d i a  sp in ,  I s e e  t h a t  C a l i ’s a n  a p p e a l i n g ,  
e n e r g e t i c  city. I t  h a s  a f f l u e n t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w i t h  t h r e e -  
s t o r y  g la s s - f ro n t  a p a r t m e n t s ,  s p r a w l i n g  p a r k s  s p l i t  b y  t h e

Rio  (]ali , e x p a n s i v e  s h o p ­
p i n g  m al ls ,  a n d  a w o r ld ly  g lo w  

o f  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  s p a r k e d  n ig h t ly  
d o w n  t h e  w i d e  a v e n u e s  p e p p e r e d  

b y  c a f e s  a n d  sa lsa  c lu b s .
I w a s  fu l ly  e x p e c t i n g  t h e  w o r s t :  m a c h i n e -  
g u n  t o t i n g  s o l d i e r s  o n  e v e r y  c o r n e r ,  

e x p l o s i o n s ,  r o b b e r i e s  in  b r o a d  d a y l i g h t ,  
a n d  t h e  c o n s t a n t  a n g u i s h  o f  b e i n g  k id ­

n a p p e d .  B ut ,  it w a s  ju s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e :  S t r e e t s  
c le a n ,  m in i m a l  p a n h a n d l i n g ,  p e o p l e  e b u l ­

l ie n t ,  a n d  n e v e r  a n y  s ig n  o f  v i o l e n c e  d u r i n g  
m y  t w o  w e e k  s t a y .T h e  o n ly  t h r e a d  o f  d i s t u r b i n g  an t i - so c ia l -  
i sm  I w i t n e s s  is d u r i n g  a d r i v e  o v e r  d i r t  r o a d s  t o  t h e  s u b u r b  
o f  J u a n c h i t o ,  C a l i ’s sa lsa  d i s t r i c t . T h e r e ,  I w a t c h  a k id  w e a r ­
in g  f l ip - f lo p s ,  c u t -o f f s  a n d  n o  s h i r t ,  l u m b e r i n g  a lo n g  w i t h  a 
l a r g e  b l a c k  g u n  j u t t i n g  o u t  o f  h i s  s h o r t s .

P r o b a b l y  w h y  t h e  c o c a i n e  t r a d e  h a s  t h r i v e d  l ike  it  h a s  is 
b e c a u s e  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  v i o l e n c e  is s i g h t - u n s e e n .  
E v e r y th in g ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  h a p p e n s  b e h i n d  c l o s e d  d o o r s .  O n e  
d a y  I p i c k  u p  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  r e a d  o f  t h e  b r u t a l  e x e c u ­
t i o n  o f  e i g h t  p e o p l e  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o re ,  j u s t  a b lo c k  f r o m  
w h e r e  I w a s  s ta y in g .  I t h o u g h t  b a c k ,  n e v e r  r e m e m b e r i n g  
h e a r i n g  as m u c h  as  a s i r e n .



But, d e s p i te  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  pl iys ical  v io le n c e  o n  t h e  s t ree ts ,  
Cali  a n d  its d e n iz e n s  c o m e  alive in  m an y  o t h e r  m a n n e r s .

^  ^  ^
“Q u e  c ii lo ! ,” a G e r m a n  e x p a t r i a t e  s c r e a m s  a t  a 16 -y ear-o ld  

gir l  s a u n t e r i n g  p a s t  h is  cafe .  T h e  Cali  w o m e n ,  las  C a le n a s ,  
n o t a b l y  t h e  h o t t e s t  o f  (x ) lo m b ia ,  i f  n o t  t h e  w o r l d ,  s t ro l l  t h e  
a v e n u e s  d o n n i n g  d i a p h a n o u s  s u m m e r  d r e s s e s ,  w i t h  t h a t  
lo n g  b l a c k  s i lky  hair,  a n d  a n  o v e ra l l  a i r  o f  s e e t h i n g  s e n s u a l i ­
ty. At t h e  r isk  o f  s o u n d i n g  d e e p l y  se x i s t ,  w o m e n  w a t c h i n g ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  is a r g u a b ly  t h e  c i t y ’s n u m b e r  o n e  p a s t im e .

r h e  G e r m a n  b o a s t e d  a b o u t  h is  m a n s i o n  in  t h e  h i l ls ,  t w o  
c la s s ic  c a r s  a n d  a s t a b le  o f  m u l t i p u r p o s e  y o u n g  m a id s .  
A b a n d o n i n g  h is  h o m e l a n d  s o m e  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  h e  f i r s t  
s e r v e d  as  a m e r c h a n t  m a r i n e  b e f o r e  s t e p p i n g  in to  h is  c u r ­
r e n t  l i fe s ty le  as  a n  a l c o h o l i c  c a fe  o w n e r .  H is  n o s e  is w h i s k e y  
b u r n e d ,  a n d  d e s p i t e  h is  t r o p ic a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  h is  s k in  h a s  a 
d e a th ly  pa l lo r .  l i e  d e f t ly  d o d g e s  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h is  c i t ­
i z e n s h i p  a n d  ab i l i ty  to  a c q u i r e  s u c h  h o l d in g s  in a f o r e ig n  
c o u n t r y .

His w a i te r ,  w i t h  a p r o c l iv i ty  t o w a r d s  s y n t h e t i c  h ig h s ,  
s p e n d s  h is  day  p o u n d i n g  f o u r - b e e r  c a p a c i t y  G e r m a n  m u g s  
a n d  s n i f f in g  g r a m s  o f  c o k e  a t  $21IS a g r a m . T h e n  as if  y o u ’re  
w a t c h i n g  h im  o n  fost f o r w a r d ,  h e  d a r t s  b e t w e e n  t a b l e s  f r a n ­
t ica l ly  s e r v i n g  c o f f e e  t o  u n s u s p e c t i n g  p a t r o n s .  H is  o t h e r  
w a i t e r  is a t e a c h e r  o n  C h r i s t m a s  
b r e a k  t r y in g  t o  m e e t  e n d s .  W e 
d i s c u s s  G a b r i e l  ( l a r c ia  M a r q u e z ,  
t h e  C o l o m b i a n - b o r n  N o b e l - p r i z e  
w i n n i n g  n o v e l i s t  s p e c i a l i z in g  in 
“ m a g i c a l  r e a l i s m . ’ T h e n  P e t e r  
w a l k s  b y  s a y in g  “a q u i  se  t r a b a j a ! ’ 
o r  “h e r e  o n e  w o r k s ! ’

T h a t  n i g h t ,  b y  s ix  o ’c lo c k ,  
e u p h o r i a  t a k e s  o v e r .  P a i n l e s s  
d r i n k i n g  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a h a z y  
b l a t h e r i n g  o f  G e r m a n ,  S p a n i s h  
a n d  l in g l i sh  t a k e  u s  i n t o  t h e  
n ig h t .  A f te r  all, it is N e w  Y e a r ’s 
Eve. D e e p l y  i n e b r i a t e d ,  P e t e r  ■ 
c l o s e s  u p  s h o p .  T h e  f r e n e t i c  r 
w a i t e r  L u c h o ,  P e t e r  a n d  1 f lag  ' 
d o w n  a c a b .  P e t e r  h o l l e r s  a t  t h e  ' 
c a b b y ;  “To R o m e ,  Paris ,  B e r l in  , 
a n d  b a c k . ” I s in k  d o w n  in m y 
se a t .  P e t e r  s u g g e s t s  w e  g o  to  a c lu b  t h a t  e p i t o m i z e s  t h e  Cali  
n i g h t  life. “W e ’ll s h o w  t h e  g r i n g o  t h i s  a n d  t h a t , ” h e  e x p la i n s  
c ry p t ic a l ly .

A c l i q u e  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g e n t l e m e n  l o i t e r  o u t s i d e  t h e  
d im ly - l i t  c l u b  in C a l i ’s u n d e r b e l l y . T h e y  p a s s  a r o u n d  a b o t t l e  
o f  A g u a r d i e n t e  a n d  s p e a k  in h u s h e d  to n e s .  P e t e r  c o n f r o n t s  
t h e m ,  r a p tu r o u s ly  s p e a k i n g  ( i e r m a n ,  w h i c h  s o u n d s  l ike  
E n g l i sh  s p o k e n  b a c k w a r d s . T h e y  lo o k  i n t i m i d a t e d  a n d  s l o w ­
ly w a lk  away.

In s id e ,  h a r m o n i z e d  m u s i c  p u l s a t e s  t h e  w a l l s  a n d  t a b l e s  
w h i c h  s e a t  h o t  a n d  c o l d  r u n n i n g  h o o k e r s  w i t h  c r o s s e d  a r m s  
a n d  l eg s  g iv in g  u s  t h o s e  c o m e  h i t h e r  “t h e r e ’s a c o t- in - th e -  
b a c k r o o m , ’ e y e s .  A p e r f e c t  d e n  o f  u n a d u l t e r a t e d  s e e d in e s s .  
N o t  re a l ly  w h a t  1 h a v e  in  m in d ,  b u t  I g o  w i t h  it. I n  m o s t  La t in  
c lu b s ,  i t ’s t r a d i t i o n a l  to  o r d e r  l i q u o r  b y  t h e  b o t t l e .  P e t e ’s o n e  
to  k e e p  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  g e t s  a f i f th  o f  A g u a r d i e n t e .  L u c h o  
a l r e a d y  s m i t t e n  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  l ad ie s ,  w a l k s  to  t h e  b a c k ­
r o o m ,  w h i l e  P e t e r  a n d  I s i t  a r o u n d  d r i n k in g ,  c a l l in g  e a c h  
o t h e r  S C H W E IN H U N D T .

T w o  lad ie s  si t  d o w n .  “Y ou h a v e  m o n e y  to  e a t  m e? ,” o n e  
a sk s  in  a s t a r t l i n g  u s a g e  o f  t h e  E n g l i sh  l a n g u a g e .  P e t e r  t a k e s  
c o m m a n d ,  e y e i n g  t h e m  in t e n t ly .  T h e y  a r e  d i s g u s t e d ,  
a l t h o u g h ,  by  h i s  p o r t l y  b o d y  a n d  t r y  a n  a p p r o a c h  o n  m e .  
B o th  w o m e n  d r o p  t h e i r  h a l t e r  t o p s ,  j ig g l in g  t h e i r  s t u f f  in  a 
d e s p e r a t e  s a le s  p i t c h .  T h e y  lo o k  h a r d ,  su l l e n -e y e d ,  h e av i ly  
s c a r r e d ,  b r u i s e d .  F id g e t in g  a n d  g r i p p i n g  t h e  t a b le ,  t h e y  b o t h  
lo o k  as  t h o u g h  t h e y ’re  a b o u t  to  j u m p  f r o m  t h e i r  sk in ,  o n e  o f  
t h e m ,  if  in fa c t  s h e  h a d  a full s e t  o f  t e e t h ,  w o u l d  h a v e  a d e v ­
a s t a t i n g  sm i le .

L u c h o ,  g r i n n i n g  f r o m  e a r  to  car, p o i g n a n t l y  e x i t s  t h e  b a c k ­
r o o m  o n  c u e ,  p u l l i n g  u p  h i s  z ip p e r ,  a n d  w e  leav e .  I go  b a c k  
to  t h e  h o t e l  a n d  p a s s  o u t .

I a m  a w o k e n  b y  h e a v y  r a in  p a t t e r i n g  a g a in s t  t h e  t in n y  
r o o f  a t  e l e v e n  th ir ty .  R u b b i n g  m y  e y e s  l ik e  a f ive-year  o ld  
s t u m b l i n g  in to  h i s  p a r e n t s ’ r o o m  d u r i n g  a t h u n d e r  s t o r m ,  I 
l u m b e r  o u t s i d e  o n t o  a c o m m u n a l  b a lc o n y .  Six C o l o m b i a n s  
a r e  h u d d l e d  a r o u n d  c o o l e r s  b u r s t i n g  w i t h  a s s o r t e d  b o t t l e s  
o f  b o o z e ,  n u m b ly  s in g in g  a lo n g  t o  m e r e n g u e ,  d o i n g  b lo w .

N a iv e ly  t h i n k i n g  t h e y  w o n ’t n o t i c e  m e ,  I w o r k  m y  w a y  
in to  t h e i r  c i r c l e . T h e y ’re  so  s m a s h e d ,  it w o r k s .T o ta l ly  o b l iv i ­
o u s  t o  t h e  ra in ,  t h e y ’re  t o o t i n g  o n  sm a l l  s p o o n s  o f  c o k e ,  o n e  
b e e f y  C o l o m b i a n ,  s l u r r i n g  h i s  w o r d s ,  t h r u s t s  a h e a p i n g  
s p o o n f u l  i n to  m y  face .  I t ’s n o t  “p u r e  l ik e  t h e  d r iv e n  s n o w , ”

o r  e v e n  w h i t e  f o r  t h a t  m a t ­
ter .  I t  l o o k s  m o r e  l ike  p iss-  
s t a in e d  c o n f e c t i o n e r y  sugar .  
I h o l d  u p  a b e e r  b o t t l e ,  
e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  1 11 s t i c k  w i t h  
t h e  b o o z e .
Sa t is f ie d  w i t h  m y  a n s w e r ,  h e  
s l o s h e s  o v e r  t o w a r d s  t h e  baL  
c o n y ,  d a n c i n g  w i t h  h im se l f .  
P u t t i n g  o n e  h a n d  o n  h i s  
f o r e h e a d ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o n  
h is  s o l a r  p l e x u s ,  h e  s w a y s  
d a n g e r o u s l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
t h r e e - f o o t - h i g h  b a lc o n y .  H e  
s l ip s  b a c k w a r d s ,  h i t t i n g  h is  
l o w e r  b a c k  o n  t h e  led g e .
I fe e l  b o t h  w o o z y  a n d  d u m b  
s t r u c k  l ik e  I ’m  w a t c h i n g  a 
b u s l o a d  o f  c h i l d r e n  d r iv e  o f f  
t h e  s id e  o f  a b r id g e .  I f i r s t  

s e e  h is  b u l g in g  e y e s ,  t h e n  t h e  s o l e s  o f  h is  b l a c k  b o o t s  as  t h e  
m o m e n t u m  o f  h i s  b o d y  c a r r i e s  t h e m  o v e r  t h e  b a lc o n y .  His 
f r i e n d s  g a s p  fo r  air, l a u g h i n g  u n c o n t r o l l a b ly .  I h e a r  a t h u d ,  
a n d  l o o k  o v e r  t h e  b a l c o n y  f i n d i n g  t h e  4 0 - y e a r - o ld  
C o l o m b i a n  s p r a w l e d  o u t  o n  t o p  o f  a b u s h ,  a lm o s t  c a t a t o n i c ,  
b u t  v e r y  m u c h  alive ,  v o m i t  t r a i l in g  d o w n  h i s  c h in .

‘5S5- iti-
I t  m u s t  b e  m o r n i n g ,  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  a  h e a d a c h e  a n d  m y  

m o u t h  is so  d r y  it f e e l s  l ike  it s s t u f f e d  w i t h  c o t t o n  ba lls .  I 
a m  to ld  a b o u t  a y o u t h  h o s t e l  r u n  b y  A u s t r a l ia n s  b l o c k s  away. 
I g o ,  la rg e ly  b e c a u s e  m y  c u r io s i t y  is p i q u e d  o v e r  t h e  r o m a n ­
t ic  im a g e  o f  h u d d l e d  g r i n g o s  h o l e d - u p  s o m e w h e r e  in  d o w n ­
t o w n  Cali .  Also a d d i n g  to  t h e  m y s t iq u e  is a y o u n g  w o m a n  
f r o m  C a l i fo rn ia ,  w h o  is a lso  p a r t i a l  o w n e r .

I e n t e r  w i t h  a lo o k  t h a t  says  “so  THIS is w h e r e  y o u  v e  b e e n  
h i d in g . ’ B u x o m - b l o n d e  E u r o p e a n s  a r e  s t r e w n  o u t  o n  t h r o w  
p i l l o w s  w a t c h i n g  C N N . I a m  t r a n s p o r t e d  to  a d i s t a n t  l a n d ,  
w i t h i n  a d i s t a n t  lan d .  T h e  A u s t r a l ia n s  a re  t h e  g e n u i n e  a r t i c l e  
in s u r f  m o n g e r s  w i t h  lo n g  s t r i n g y  b l o n d  ha ir ,  say ing ;  “N o

o u ts /c /e /^ s  t k

a n c / v io le n c e .
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w o r r i e s ,  m a t e , ” as t h e i r  t o i l e t s  o v e r f l o w  s i m u l t a n e o u s ly .
W e i g h t e d  d o w n  b y  a b l a c k  d u f fe l  b a g  o n  m y  s h o u ld e r ,  I 

s c a n  t h e  lo u n g e :  F r e n c h  g u y s  c h a i n  s m o k i n g  a n d  c o o k i n g  
p a s ta ;  G e r m a n s  p l a y in g  h e a r t s ;  a n d  C a n a d i a n s  d r i n k i n g  b e e r  
a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y  r e c a l l i n g  b e i n g  r o b b e d  o f  s l e e p  a n d  v a lu ­
a b le s  d u r i n g  a n i g h t t i m e  r a id  b y  p i r a t e s  o n  a s ix -d a y  b o a t  
r i d e  u p  t h e  A m a z o n .

Cali  h a s  i ts  s h a r e  o f  $ 2 0 0 - a - n i g h t  h o t e l  r o o m s ,  b u t  I p a y  
f o u r  b u c k s  a n i g h t  t o  b u n k  d o r m i t o r y - s t y l e  w i t h  t w o  
G e r m a n s  a n d  a n  Israe l i .  I w o u l d n ’t h a v e  i t  a n y  o t h e r  way. A 
s ig n  p o s t e d  p r o m i n e n t l y  a b o v e  t h e  G e r m a n  w o m a n ’s b u n k  
p r o h i b i t i n g  ANY d r u g  a c t iv i ty  o b v io u s ly  d o e s n ’t  g e t  t h e  
m e s s a g e  a c ro s s ;  s h e ’s d e f t ly  ro l l i n g  j o in t s  f i l l ing  u p  a  p a c k  o f  
M a r lb o ro .

M e a n w h i l e ,  b a c k  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  t h e  m o s t  a n i m a t e d  o f  t h e  
C o l o m b i a n s  I m e e t  is a g u y  I ’ll call  H a ro ld  . H e  s p e a k s  p e r f e c t  
E n g l i sh ,  a n d  e x h ib i t s  t h e  in d u s t r io v i s n e s s  o f  a m o d e r n - d a y  
M a ch iav e l l i .  H e ’s a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  h u s t l e r  a n d  C a s a n o v a  
r o l l e d  i n t o  o n e .  H e ’s a b o u t  f iv e - fo o t - th re e ,  b u t  h a s  t h e  g a i t  o f  
a m a n  m u c h  taller .

H e ’s b e s p e c t a c l e d  in  h is  fa lse  p r e s s - p a s s  p h o t o ,  b u t  n o r ­
m a l ly  w e a r s  c o n ta c t s .  H is  h a i r  is b lac k ,  t h i n n i n g .  H is  b l a c k  
e y e s  a re  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to  bvirn  t h r o u g h  a b r i c k  w a l l .  H e  
w e a r s  a c r i s p  w h i t e ,  b u t t o n - d o w n  s h i r t  w i t h  t a n  p a n t s .  H e  
h a s  t h a t  c h a m e l e o n  p o w e r  o f  b e c o m i n g  w h o m e v e r  n e c e s ­
sary,  w h e n e v e r  n e c e s s a r y .

P r o b l e m  w a s ,  h e  w e n t  f r o m  n o t  k n o w i n g  w h e r e  h i s  n e x t  
c u p  o f  c o f f e e  w a s  c o m i n g  f r o m ,  to  c a v o r t i n g  w i t h  d r u g  
c o u r i e r s  b e t w e e n  M e x i c o  a n d  Cali ,  t o  n o t  k n o w i n g  w h e r e  
h i s  n e x t  c u p  o f  c o f f e e  w a s  c o m i n g  f r o m .

S o m e  days ,  h e  says,  h e  e n e r g i z e s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  e ig h t  o r  
n i n e  c u p s  o f  c o f f e e  in  l ie u  o f  fo o d .  B u t  s o m e t i m e s  “I e a t  l ik e  
t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  a S p a n is h  k in g ,” h e  q u ip s .

H is  e x p a n s iv e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t a k e s  o v e r  as  h e  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  
m a n y  i l lega l  e x p lo i t s .  H e ’s s u r p r i s i n g l y  a r t i c u l a t e ,  a n d  h a s  
t h e  p o w e r f u l  s t o r y t e l l i n g  sk i l ls  o f  a n  a g e d  f i s h e r m a n  t h a t  
d r i f t s  a lo n g  t im e le ss ly .

M a n y  o f  h i s  s t o r i e s  c e n t e r  a r o u n d  t h e  H o t e l  I n t e r ­
C o n t in e n t a l ,  w h e r e  y e a r s  ag o ,  h e  w o u l d  g e t  h i m s e l f  i n v i t e d  
t o  p a r t i e s  t h r o w n  b y  d r u g  c a r t e l  m e m b e r s .  H e  w o u l d  s ip  
F r e n c h  c h a m p a g n e  a n d  e n g u l f  t h e  f i n e s t  R u s s ia n  c a v i a r  
w h i l e  c o n v e r s i n g  w i t h  C a l i ’s f r e s h e s t  o f f e r i n g  o f  d e b u ­
t a n t e s .  H is  e y e s  s q u i n t  a n d  b l u r  a n d  g la z e  o v e r  w h i l e  t e l l in g  
m e  t h e  p a r t y  t a b  w o u l d  r u n  a h a l f -m i l l io n  d o l l a r s  a  n ig h t .

H e  p i n e s  f o r  s u c c e s s  t o  a r r iv e  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  w o m e n ,  
m o n e y ,  i n f lu e n t i a l  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e s p e c t  ( t h i n k  o f  A1 P a c in o  in  
“D o n n i e  B r a s c o ”). A p p a r e n t ly ,  t h e r e ’s a  l o t  o f  t h a t  g o i n g  o n  

a r o u n d  Cali .  So c lo s e ,  y e t  so  far. B u t  f o r  m an y ,  b e i n g  a p a r t  o f  
t h e  r e t i n u e  is g o o d  e n o u g h .

T h e  w o m a n  f r o m  C a l i f o r n ia  w h o  r u n s  t h e  h o s t e l  a c tu a l ly  
i n t r o d u c e d  m e  to  H a r o ld .  S h e  v a l id a te s  m a n y  o f  t h e  w i l d  s t o ­
r i e s  h e ’s b e e n  t e l l in g  m e  b y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s e v ­
e ra l  m u t u a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e s .  S h e ’s a ls o  h a d  g o n e  o u t  w i t h  h i m  
i n  a g r o u p  s e v e ra l  t i m e s  t o  a t t e n d  a r t  s h o w s  o r  s o c i e t y  
e v e n t s  a t  t h e  H o t e l  I n t e r - C o n t i n e n t a l .

“I t r y  t o  s ta y  a w a y  f r o m  h i m ,  b u t  h e  h a s  a g o o d  l in e ,” s h e  
b l i t h e ly  te l l s  m e .  “H e  k n o w s  e v e r y b o d y . ”

H a r o ld  t a lk s  a b o u t  a M e x ic a n  k id ,  22 ,  w e l l - d r e s s e d ,  w h o  
c o m e s  l o o k in g  fo r  a  d r u g  c o n n e c t i o n  in  Cali .  H a r o ld  h a s  
e v e r y  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t a k i n g  h i m  o n  a “m e a l  r i d e ,” s q u e e z i n g  
h i m  f o r  f r e e  e v e r y t h in g .

T h e  M e x ic a n ,  o b v i o u s l y  ju s t  a  j u n i o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  fo r  
t h e  g r o w i n g  c a r t e l s  b a c k  h o m e ,  s h o w s  H a r o ld  h o w  to  p r e s s  
5 0  g r a m s  o f  c o c a i n e  o n t o  a c r e d i t  c a r d  f o r  sa fe  p a s s a g e  
t h r o u g h  U.S. C u s t o m s .  T h e y  m e e t  a t  t h e  H o te l  I n t e r ­
C o n t i n e n t a l  to  d i s c u s s  p l a n s  w h i l e  t h e  M e x ic a n  p a y s  lo r  
c h a m p a g n e  a n d  lo b s te r .  H a r o l d  s t r i n g s  h im  a lo n g  g e t t i n g  
e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e — e v e n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  l o a n ,  b e f o r e  s e v e r ­
in g  t ie s .  H e  n e v e r  s e e s  t h e  M e x ic a n  ag a in .

L ike  a t iger ,  h e  o n ly  n e e d s  to  b e  fe d  o n c e  a w e e k ,  b u t  
w h e n  f e e d i n g  t im e  c o m e s  a r o u n d  h e ’ll s h a m e l e s s l y  c a t  y o u r  
y o u n g .

T h is  a f t e r n o o n  I g o  to  t h e  B u l l f ig h ts ,  a s p o r t  in w h i c h  
lo c a l  n e w s p a p e r s  d e v o t e  a n  e n t i r e  s p o r t s  s e c t i o n .  I s c a lp  a 
t i c k e t  fo r  $ 1 5  a n d  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a t e s  a n d  in to  a b r e a t h ­
in g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  fo r  Lat in  C o s m o p o l i t a n ;  E v e r y o n e  d r i p ­
p i n g  w i t h  j e w e l s ,  s h a r p ,  r e v e a l in g  c lo t h i n g ,  c e l l  p h o n e s  a n d  
w h i t e  h a ts ;  a r e a l  s o c ia l  affair,  w i t h  all t h e  t r a p p i n g s  o f  a 
B r i t i sh  c o c k t a i l  p a r t y  b e f o r e  a p o l o  m a t c h .

S i t t in g  in  t h e  b l a z in g  s u n ,  s w e a t i n g  l ike  a n  a n im a l ,  m y  
n e i g h b o r  p a s s e s  m e  a w i n e s k i n . T h e  t e c h n i q u e  is to  h o ld  it 
s ix  i n c h e s  f r o m  t h e  m o u t h  a n d  s q u e e z e  u n t i l  a s t r e a m  o f  r e d  
w i n e  d o u s e s  y o u r  t o n g u e .

T w o  d a y s  e a r l i e r  t h e  “p i c a d o r ” w a s  k i l led  d u r i n g  a b u l l ­
f ig h t ,  g i v in g  c r e d e n c e  to  L le m in g w a y ’s o p u s  o n  t h e  s p o r t ,  
“D e a t h  i n T h e  A f t e r n o o n . ”T h e  p i c a d o r ’s jo b  is to  a n t a g o n i z e  
t h e  b u l l  b y  p r o d d i n g  it w i t h  a jav e l in  w h i l e  a t o p  a h o r s e .  
T h a t  n i g h t ,  d o i n g  h is  j o b  to  p e r f e c t i o n ,  t h e  b u l l  r a m m e d  t h e  
h o r s e ,  c r a s h i n g  it d o w n  o n  t o p  o f  h im ,  c rv ish in g  h im  to  
d e a t h . T h e  r e s u l t  is a n  a lm o s t  p a l p a b l e  e m o t i o n a l  t e n s i o n  in 
t h e  s t a n d s ;  p i c a d o r s  a n d  m a t a d o r s  in Cali  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  v e n e r a t e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .

I s i t  t h e  e n t i r e  a f t e r n o o n  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  m y  se a t ,  r i v e t e d .  
T h e  c r o w d  is s t a n d in g ,  c l a p p i n g ,  g e n e r a t i n g  e le c t r i c i t y :  Still 
t r y in g  t o  f o l lo w  t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  t h e  s p o r t ,  I l o s e  m y  c o n ­
c e n t r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  w i n e s k i n ,  s p r a y i n g  m y  c h e e k s  a n d  n e c k  
w i t h  r e d  w i n e .

Last d a y  in  C a l i .W e  si t  a t  a n  o p e n - a i r  c a fe .  H a r o ld  s c a n s  t h e  
s t r e e t ,  n u r s i n g  w a t e r ,  t o o  p r o u d  t o  a sk  m e  to  p a y  f o r  a  c o f ­
fe e .  A w i d e  e n d e a r i n g  s m i le  c r o s s e s  h i s  f a c e  a n d  h i s  b la c k  
e y e s  g l i m m e r  as h e  h i s s e s  l ik e  a s n a k e  a t  a v o l u p t u o u s  
t e e n a g e r  p a s s i n g  by. “I m a y  d o  t h a t  t o  l O O  g i r ls  a day. I t ’s 
w o r t h  it  i f  j u s t  o n e  s t o p s . . . t h a t  o n e  h a s  a l o t  o f  ta s ty  m e a t  o n  
h e r .”

I b u y  h i m  c o f f e e  a n d  a s a n d w i c h .  W e  sit  f o r  h o u r s  as  I l is ­
t e n  t o  h i s  p a s t  e x p l o i t s  w h i l e  I ’m  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  o r d e r i n g  a 
l i q u i d  l u n c h  o f  A g u a r d i e n t e .

As I s i t  in  a h a z e  s t a r in g  o u t  a t  t h e  ta l l  g r e e n  m o u n t a i n s  
a n d  s w a y in g  p a l m  t r e e s ,  I a m  a b le  t o  p u t  m y  t h o u g h t s  i n t o  
p e r s p e c t i v e .  D e s p i t e  i ts  n o t o r i o u s  n a m e ,  I a m  a b le  to  
e m e r g e  f r o m  C o l o m b i a  u n s c a t h e d  p r o v i n g  t h i s  c o u n t r y  o f  
g r e a t  b e a u t y  o f  l a n d  a n d  p e o p l e  c a n  e x h i b i t  m u c h  m o r e  to  
o u t s i d e r s  t h a n  h o r r o r  a n d  v i o l e n c e .

I ' h e  r e s u l t  I s  a n  a / M o s t  f a ! f a b l e  e / T ? o t h n a l  t e n s / o n  / 'n  t h e  s t a n d s ' ^  

f f c a d o r s  a n d  / r y a t a d o r s  / 'n  C a h '  a n e  s o  M e  o - f  t h e  M o s t  

v e n e r a t e d  f s o f J e  / n  t h e  c o i / n t r y .
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D e n a  P a n t e l e a k i s

anais nin is
p ierc ing me again, w i fh  her  night st ick fa n f a s y  
I m bleeding  
in her  diary,  
on my  word,  I would  
love fo love you but  
t h a t  would be unheard of. 
here  in fhe fict ion you 
must  un de rs t and  it's 
no cr ime to  a wak en  wi t h  
blood on your hands, ^
a smile on your cheek,  
foreign w o r d s  in your mouth and  
no idea o f  w h a t  the  
las t  pa ge  w a s  about,  
here  in the  fict ion I'd 
love to  s ec ed e  to  
a life w i t h  my  
own responsibi l i t ies,  but  
des i re  has come wi t h  
no l e t  up in sight,  my  
body's b e t ra y i n g  my  
conscience tonight ,  and  
I will  ne ve r  be a rea l  w o m o n . f

cause I w a s  torn  f rom the t e x t s  o f  had ero t i ca ,  w h a f  
you r e a d  is w h a t  you get .

B
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R o b e r t  L .  H a r r i s o n

TTie N a r c iS S iS '/ ' ic  P o t ' / '
C h r i s t i n e  L a F i  u r a ~ A j s p e r t i

pure  w h i te  s h e e t  o{  
ra^-\A/oo! p a p e r  
mar ked  w i t h  scribbles  
o-f one's poor  thoughts:  
e m p t y  and curse,  
the  p o e t  pushes on 
as if  to  love his e v e r y  verse

Sadly,  in his ignorance
he d rap es  his w o r d s  as profound  and t r u e  
thinking all the  while  
i t  w a s  an illusion.



T h e iDENnr'j
O f  t \  Q fN E R / ir io N

D i a n e  M o l l e r

O n t h e  t ra in  h e a d i n g  t o  t h e  S o u t h  to  vis i t  m y d a u g h ­
t e r  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  s h e  a t t e n d e d ,  I fe l t  m y s e l f  s l i p ­
p i n g  a w a y  a l m o s t  a s  f a s t  a s  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  

c h a n g e d .  I n o t i c e d  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e  w e r e  
r e la te d  to  h o w  c lo s e  h u m a n  b e in g s  l ived  to  o n e  a n o th e r .  I 
b e g a n  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  f ro m  t h e  t r a in  w i n d o w  w h e n  I c a m e  
c lo s e  t o  P h i l a d e l p h ia .  It  w a s  n o t  t h e  s k y l in e  I w a s  l o o k in g  a t  
t h o u g h .  I c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t h e  g ra ff i t i  o n  f a c t o r y  w a l l s  a n d  
e m p t y  c i ty  lo ts  l a d e n  w i t h  g a r b a g e .  I f o c u s e d  in o n  t h e  2 
s to r y  a t t a c h e d  h o u s e s  o n  lo n g  s t r e e t s  w i t h o u t  t r e e s .  I m u s t  
h a v e  c a l m e d  d o w n  by  t h e  t im e  w e  c a m e  to  D e l a w a r e .T h e r e  
I p h o t o g r a p h e d  w a t e r w a y s ,  b r id g e s ,  m a r i n a s  a n d  f i s h e r m e n  
in sm a ll  b o a ts .  I s t r e t c h e d  m y legs  o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  in 
W a s h in g t o n  DC, s t a r in g  a t  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  M o n u m e n t  in  t h e  
b a c k g r o u n d ,  s t a n d i n g  s u b t l e  a n d  gray. I t h o u g h t  o f  h o w  
o f t e n  I am  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  w h a t  g o e s  o n  h e r e .  My t r a v e l in g  
c h a n g e d  a f t e r  t h a t  p o i n t .  1 fe lt  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e  s p e e d  o f  
t h e  t r a in  a n d  t h e  d a r k e n i n g  sky. I w a s  to ta l ly  a w a r e  I w a s  
m o v in g  t h r o u g h  p l a c e s  I n e v e r  h a d  s e e n .  I h e a r d  t h e  m i x ­
t u r e  o f  t h e  s o u n d s  o f  s t r a n g e r s  s i u ' r o u n d i n g  m e  a g a in s t  t h e  
b a c k d r o p  o f  r u m b l i n g  o n  t h e  t r a c k s .  I fe lt  s o m e h o w  c o n ­
n e c t e d  to  t h e  s t r a n g e r s  t r a v e l in g  w i t h  m e ,  y e t  a t  t h e  s a m e  
t im e ,  a lo n e .

T ra v e l in g  to  t h e  S o u th  f ro m  N e w  Y ork ( ' i ty  a lw a y s  t h r o w s  
m e  off,  I h a d  to ld  m y d a u g h t e r  w h e n  s h e  a s k e d  w h y  I w a s ­
n ’t f ly in g  d o w n .  I n e e d e d  s o m e  t im e  to  r e a c t  to  t h e  c h a n g e  
f ro m  t h e  N o r t h  to  t h e  S o u th .  I a lso  n e e d e d  s o m e  t im e  to  
r e f l e c t .  (M ianges b e f o r e  m y  4 0 ’s c a m e  f a s t e r  a n d  eas ie r .  
Phys ica l ly ,  I w a s  m u c h  s t r o n g e r .  M ental ly ,  1 w a s  n o t  as  s t u c k  
in m y w ay s .  Yet t h i s  s e e m s  to  s e r v e  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s l o w i n g  
m e  d o w n  e n o u g h  to  s e e  w h a t  I ’v e  b e e n  m is s in g  all a lo n g .  In 
t h e  m id s t  o f  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  I lo s t  t r a c k  o f  t h e  
c o m f o r t  o f  s t a n d i n g  st ill .  I ’ve  fa l len  in a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  t r a p  o f  
f e e l in g ,  in t o o  s h o r t  o f  a t im e .  I ’ve  l ived  t o o  lo n g .

W e b e c o m e  d e f e n s i v e  a t  t im e s  w i t h  o iu '  c h i l d r e n  w h e n  w e  
d e f e n d  oiu- g r o u n d  a n d  p r i v a t e  s p a c e .  W e a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  to  
r e m a in  c o m m i t t e d  to  o u r  lo v e  fo r  t h e m ,  y e t  m a i n t a i n  o u r  
d i s t a n c e  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  in d iv id u a l  g r o w t h  a n d  su rv iv a l .  It is 
th i s  f a m i l ia r  s p a c e  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  s e r v e s  b o t h  s id e s  w i t h  all 
i t s ’ p o w e r  a n d  m ig h t .  S o m e t i m e s  it is a m a t t e r  o f  fac t  t y p e  o f  
t h i n g  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  it is t h e  v e r y  c o r e  o f  w h y  w e  a re  w h o  
w e  h a v e  b e c o m e .  W e  in v i t e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n to  o u r  s e c r e t s  
f ro m  t im e  to  t im e .  (Children  in v i t e  u s  i n to  s o m e  o f  th e i r s .  
T h e n  b o t h  s id e s  m a y  ask  t o o  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  s im p ly  t o  g a in  
b a c k  s o m e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e  los t ,  ( ' h i l d r e n  l e a r n  ea r ly  
o n  t h a t  t h i s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  is a 2 w a y  s t r e e t .  1’h e i r  r i g h t s  
a n d  p r i v a c y  c a n  o n ly  b e  v i o la t e d  f o r  so  l o n g .  It  is w r i t t e n  
i n to  t h e  l aw s  o f  th is  lan d  t h a t  t h e y  a re  f r e e  t o  le a v e  us  a t  a 
c e r t a i n  a g e .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  is t h e  f irs t  c l e a r  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e y  
h a v e  o f  w h a t  b e i n g  A m e r i c a n  m e a n s .

In  a t r a d i t i o n a l  s e n s e ,  w e  b r i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  u p ,  n o t  
d o w n .  W e  in s t i l l  in t h e m  a s e n s e  o f  h o p e  in t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  
e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  to  b e l i e v e  in  t h e m s e l v e s .  W e te l l  t h e m  to  
d r a w  f r o m  o u r  love,  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  is n e e d e d  to  w i t h s t a n d  
t h e  h a r d s h i p s ,  t i u b u l e n c e  a n d  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  in  life. W e

lo o k  to  t h e m  to  r e -e s ta b l i s h  in o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  so u ls ,  a h o p e  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c h a l l e n g e d .  W i t h o u t  t h e m  re a l iz in g  it, w e  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e m  a b o u t  o u r  l e t - d o w n s ,  b r o k e n  d r e a m s  a n d  
c o m p r o m i s e s .  W e t e a c h  t h e m  o u r  t a c t i c s  o n  su rv iv a l .  At t h e  
c o r e  o f  w h a t  w e ’v e  t a u g h t  t h e m  a b o u t  p e a c e  a n d  w a r  is t h e  
fac t  t h a t  in e x t r e m e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  l in e s  a re  
c le a r ly  d r a w n .  E v e r y th in g  is s e t  u p  to  t a k e  a s id e .  An  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  i d e o l o g y  is e a s i e r  to  d i s s e c t  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d . Y e t  w h e n  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a re  n o t  in t h e  e x t r e m e ,  t h e  t id e  t u r n s  to  
d ip lo m a c y .  W e ’ve a s k e d  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  d iv e r s i ty  
o f  c u l t u r e s .  W e  t o ld  t h e m  to  a c t  w i t h  t h e  fa ith  t h a t  t h e s e  d if­
f e r e n c e s  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n s t i t u t e  a r e a s o n  I b r  w ar .

W e  w r a p  s o m e  o f  t h i s  u p ,  p l a c i n g  t h e m  c e n t e r  s t a g e  in  o u r  
l ives,  t a k in g  e n d le s s  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e m  a t  d i f f e r e n t  ages .  
W e g iv e  t h e m  f ine ,  e x p e n s i v e  d e s i g n e r  c l o t h e s  a n d  o f f e r  
t h e m  n u m e r o u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  g r o w t h .  In  
e s s e n c e ,  w e  fill t h e m  u p  w i t h  w h o  w e  k n o w  w e  a re .  W ith in  
t h e i r  e a r ly  y e a r s ,  t h e y  e m e r g e  in d iv id u a l s  w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  
t h e i r  o w n  id en t i ty .  W e lo o k  to  s e e  w h e r e  t h e y  r e s e m b l e  us  
a n d  ju d g e  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e m  t h a t  d o  n o t .  S o m e t i m e s  w e  c o n ­
f l ic t  w i t h  t h e m  w h e n  t h e y  s t a n d  t o o  fa r  a w a y  f r o m  u s  in 
t h e i r  o p i n i o n s . T h e y  h e l p  u s  t o  e x c u s e  a n d  p a r d o n  o u r s e l v e s  
fo r  OIU- w e a k n e s s e s  w i t h  t h e i r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  love .  T h is  is 
o n ly  r i g h t ,  s i n c e  as  t h e y  g ro w ,  w e  e x p a n d  o u r  e m p a t h y  to  
still  i n c l u d e  t h e m  a n d  n o t  r e j e c t  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  w e a k n e s s e s .

As t im e  m o v e s  o n ,  w e  b a n d  t o g e t h e r ,  s o m e t i m e s  u s  a g a in s t  
t h e m .  W e  a r e  d r i v e n  to  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  l in e s  o f  w h a t  w e  h a v e  
c o n t r i b u t e d  as  a g e n e r a t i o n  to  s o c i e ty  w h e n  w e  h a d  t h e i r  
y o u t h ,  e n e r g y  a n d  f r e e d o m .  W e fee l  th is  w i l l  t e a c h  t h e m  
s i n c e  t h e  e m e r g i n g  g e n e r a t i o n  e v e n t u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e s  i t s e l f  by  
h o w  c lo s e  it c o m e s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r e v io u s  o n e .T h i s  
s e a r c h  f o r  i d e n t i t y  as  a g e n e r a t i o n  c a n  b e  l a b e l e d  as  “r e b e l ­
l i o n ” o r  t h e  d r iv e  t o w a r d  a “g e n e r a t i o n  g a p . ’’Yet it is a s im ­
p le  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  in d iv id u a l s  w i t h i n  a g r o u p  s h a r i n g  t h e  fe e l ­
i n g  o f  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t i m e . T h e  fa c t  r e m a in s  t h a t  a g in g  is t h e  
b o l d e s t  l in e  d r a w n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s p e c t r u m  o f  e v e r y  life, c o n ­
f i r m in g  in d iv id u a l  m o r t a l i t y .T h u s  it d r iv e s  us t o  s e a r c h  w i t h ­
in  o u r  v e r y  s o u l s  fo r  a n s w e r s .

T r a d in g  p l a c e s  w i t h  o u r  c h i l d r e n  is o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
a l t h o u g h  I m u s t  a d m i t  t h e r e  w a s  a t im e  w h e n  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  
is h o w  it w o u l d  go .  My g e n e r a t i o n  w o u l d  ra is e  a  g e n e r a t i o n  
a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  i n f o r m  t h e m  o f  o u r  id eo lo g y .  T h is  n e w  g e n ­
e r a t i o n  w o u l d  t h e n  t a k e  it o n  to  r e v i t a l i z e  a n d  t r a n s f o r m  it. 
In s o m e  s e n s e ,  it  w o u l d n ’t m a t t e r  w h a t  t h e y  d id  ju s t  as lo n g  
as  t h e y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  g a v e  t h e m  s o m e ­
th i n g  g o o d .  L iv ing  fo r  a w e e k  o n  t h e  c o l l e g e  c a m p u s  w i t h  
m y d a u g h t e r  a n d  h e r  f r i e n d s  h e l p e d  c la r i fy  f o r  m e  w h a t  h a p ­
p e n s  t o  a n  id e o l o g y  n o w  t h a t  it h a s  b e e n  p a s s e d  o n .  It  is 
b e y o n d  h u m a n  c a p a c i t y  fo r  oiu- c h i l d r e n  to  a s s u m e  all o f  
o u r  h o p e s  a n d  d r e a m s .  T h e i r  r e a c t i o n  to  o u r  i d e o lo g y  as  a 
g e n e r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  c o n t a i n  t h e  s a m e  t y p e  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  
p a s s i o n  w e  m i g h t  h a v e  h a d .  W h e n  w e  a c c e p t  w i t h o u t  b i t ­
t e r n e s s  t h e  l im i ta t io n s  s u r r o v u id in g  o u r  id eas ,  w e  s e t  o u r  
c h i l d r e n  f r e e  to  f o r m  t h e i r  o w n  u n i q u e  c o n n e c t i o n  to  t h e  
w o r l d .



M i c h a e l  C h i a r a

Listen to the sounds of love breakins 
all sound barriers 
Right there beneath my heel: cool 
history comes off my foot.
I stand in the field so quiet it's 
shadow almost remembers it’s 
old reflection. Then I look up.

C h r i s  D e A n g  e l i s

Life’s summer nights smile with you but winter is where you lie 
rejoice in revelry while mystery secrets kept alive 

hide your heart an empty soui the carnival stays in town 
no masquerade his reflections burn no truth is ever found
Squandered feelings new arrivals the moment passes by 

shallow existence time and time again life passes by 
you're lost and not found never to be redeemed 

no hurt— no pain— no guilt— love only to be dreamed



P h o t o s  b y  T o n y  T o t z t z e s



O y e  M o r e n o
N  AT I NA 3  £-R-R I 0 S

//
X

I1 I 4t;
A ‘

dame un heso acjui (point to  mouth)
l e t  me t e e l  your  pain
I have been to ld  I can't
Oringa,  g e t  out  o-f the  I^lack /Movement
Y o e s f o y  acful to  help
Y o s o y  una latina, a women w i t h  a label I didn't  ask t o r  
^  double e d g e d  s w o r d  I live, man

Oye moreno, my  p r e t t y  man.
No me diga t h a t  I can' t  un d er s ta nd  the  s t ru gg le  
Cause I am a we l l - educa ted ,  -fair skinned, lat ina H o od ra t  
I t  anything I can.

Ayud a  me to  keep  me -from having to  c r y  out  
when I am cal led a f lamb oy ant  latina,  
i ns tead  o f  a s t ron g  women  
I have been exposed to  the  diablo
A \ /  corazon is looking fo r  love a c c e p t a n c e  and apprec ia t ion

Oye moreno, my  p r e t t y  man
Don' t  t el l  me I can' t  give a damn
Lie me down fo r  I can fe e l  your  w o r l d  spin

Y o se la prob lema con America!!!!
I have been s t a b b e d  in the  back by  p a t r i a r c h y
I have been marginl ized by  ex pec ta t ions  t h a t  I w a s  ne ver  a w a r e  of.

I am supposed to  be your super  women  
A \ y  roles  ar e  supposed to  be\
* a d v o c a te  fo r  non~spanish speaking latinos.
* t ran s la tor  fo r  a language I w a s  no t  t a u g ht  
*like ev e ry t h in g  my  man likes so he can love me

"I have seen ra pe  "
I have seen murder"

"I have seen abuse" 
t h a t  no one re a l l y  can

Why,  my  p r e t t y  man, you ask looking so fine in your dark  ves t?
A A y  soul has f e l t  s t r ugg le  
A \ y  h e a r t  has healed my  cries  
and like my  girl  A \ a y a ,  I will  rise.
Don' t  t e l l  me /Moreno my  p r e t t y  man I can' t  understand .

J U S T  A
P £ £  S a \ / t h  a . k . a B l a c k  B i n v  

Can you handle all that I am?
Can you handle my sense of self and the respect I demand?
Can you handle the quickness of my ghetto tongue?
Can you handle the rising of the sun?
Beaming on my mocha tone,
the sound of the thunder when I’m alone.

Can you handle that my hair is short?
Can you handle that I love to talk?
Can you see your skin wrapped in mine 
or are these things we just fantasize?
Two people of different tones trapped within their own color zones



V I R U S
A1/175K E - R L E NWe i N

D a te ;  9 - l4 - 9 7 ( S a tu r d a y )
F ro m :  d e n i s e l 2 3 @ j u n o . c o m  
To; 0 ’H o t n i k @ a o l . c o m  
S u b je c t ;  T h a n k  You!!

H i N ic k ,
I ’m  s o r r y  I d id  n o t  e -m a il  y o u  s o o n e r ,  b u t  1 h a v e  

b e e n  w o r k i n g  rea l ly  l a te  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k  a n d  1 j u s t  
g o t  in  f r o m  m y  t r ip .  1 ju s t  w a n t e d  to  te l l  y o u  t h a t  1 
h a d  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  t im e  o n  o u r  d a t e  la s t  w e e k e n d .  
N o  o n e  h a s  e v e r  t a k e n  m e  o u t  o n  a d a t e  t o  t h e  
B a h a m a s  f o r  a day! I t  w a s  so  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  e x c i t i n g ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  w e  w e n t  s c u b a  d iv in g  w i t h  t h e  
sh a r k s .  W a t c h i n g  t h e  s u n  s e t  o n  t h e  b e a c h  w i t h  y o u  
w a s  so  r o m a n t i c .  I r e a l ly  e n j o y e d  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
d u r i n g  d i n n e r  - w e l l ,  1 e n j o y e d  i t  b e f o r e  I h a d  t h a t  
t h i r d  g las s  o f  w i n e .  A g a in ,  I h a v e  t o  a p o lo g i z e  f o r  
m y  a c t i o n s  a t  t h e  d i n n e r  t a b l e  in  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t .  It 
w a s  t h e  w i n e  t h a t  m a d e  m e  j u m p  o n  y o u r  l a p  a n d  
s m o t h e r  y o u r  l ip s  a n d  n e c k  w i t h  k i s s e s  - I a m  so  
s o r r y  f o r  e m b a r r a s s i n g  y o u .  T h a t  w h o l e  d a y  s e e m s  
l ik e  a d r e a m  t o  m e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g .  I a m  
so  f a s c i n a t e d  w i t h  y o u r  c a r e e r  as a s k y d iv e r  i n s t r u c ­
to r .  I w o u l d  lo v e  to  t r y  i t  s o m e t i m e .  S k y d iv in g  w i t h  
y o u  m u s t  b e  a c l i m a c t i c  e x p e r i e n c e .  T alk  t o  y o u  
s o o n .

Love,
D e n i s e

D a te :  9 -1 5 -9 7 (S u n d a y )
F ro m ;  O ’H o t n i k  
To; d e n i s e l 2 3  
S u b je c t ;  Free-fall!!

D e a r  D e n i s e ,
I ’m  g la d  y o u  h a d  s u c h  a g r e a t  t im e !  As I sa id  t h a t  

n i g h t .  I ’v e  n e v e r  d o n e  t h i s  b e f o re .  I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  t h e  
i n t e r n e t  w o u l d  e v e r  l e a d  m e  t o  lo v e .  I t  w a s  o n e  t h i n g  
t o  g e t  t o  k n o w  y o u  o v e r  t h e  c o m p u t e r  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
f o u r  m o n t h s ,  b u t  f ina l ly  t o  g e t  t o  s e e  a n d  t o u c h  y o u  
w a s  a d r e a m  c o m e  t r u e . W h e n  w e  f i r s t  m e t  in  t h e  c h a t  
r o o m ,  1 fe ll  in  l o v e  w i t h  y o u r  w o r d s  a n d  t h e  w a y  y o u  
w r o t e .T a l k i n g  to  y o u  o n  t h e  p h o n e  a m o n t h  l a t e r  g a v e  
m e  a  v o i c e  t o  p u t  t o  t h o s e  w o r d s .  H e a r i n g  y o u r  v o i c e  
t h a t  n i g h t  m a d e  m e  t r e m b l e .  I t h i n k  I t r e m b l e d  m o r e  
t h a t  n i g h t  t h e n  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  I m a d e  a 1 5 ,0 0 0  fo o t  
j u m p  o u t  o f  a n  a i r p l a n e  so  l o n g  ago .  A n d  f in a l ly  w h e n
w e  m e t  f a c e  t o  f a c e  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  I ................... w e l l  I
t h i n k  y o u  k n o w  t h e  r e s t ,  y o u  w e r e  t h e r e ,  y o u  s a w  m y  
f a c e  a n d  t h e  s m i le  o n  it. A n d  I t h i n k  w e  b o t h  k n o w  
h o w  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  d a y  w e n t .  A n d  p l e a s e  d o n ’t b e  
s o r r y  a b o u t  t h e  “d i n n e r  t a b l e ” , I t h o u g h t  t h a t  w a s  
a c tu a l l y  p r e t t y  s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  e x c i t i n g .  A n d  b y  t h e  
way, w i n e  d o e s  c o m e  o u t  o f  s i lk -h e e -h e e .  I h o p e  t h e r e  
a r e  m a n y  m o r e  t i m e s  t o g e t h e r  l ik e  t h a t  o n e  la s t  w e e k .  
I ’ll t a lk  t o  y o u  la te r .

Love,
N ic k

mailto:denisel23@juno.com
mailto:Hotnik@aol.com


D a te :  9 -2 3 -9 7 (M o n d a y )
F ro m :  d e n i s e l 2 3  
To: O ’H o t n i k
S u b je c t :  H o w  ya fee l in g !

D e a r  N ick ,
H o w  a re  y o u  fee l in g ?  I h o p e  y o u  l ik e d  t h e  c a r e  p a c k a g e  I 

s e n t  y o u .  You s o u n d e d  h o r r i b l e  o n  t h e  p h o n e  las t  n ig h t .  I 
g u e s s  t h i s  s u d d e n  c h a n g e  in  w e a t h e r  is n o t  b e i n g  so  k i n d  to  
y o u .  I fee l  re a l  b a d  t h a t  w e  h a d  to  c a n c e l  ovir p l a n s  las t  
n ig h t .  W e ’ll m a k e  it u p  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n o t h e r  n i g h t  1 
p r o m i s e .  By t h e  w ay-  G r e a t  N e w s .  I g o t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  
e m p l o y e e  r e l a t i o n s  d e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  I w a s  t e l l in g  y o u  a b o u t .  
J.P. M o r g a n  l o v e d  t h e  i d e a s  t h a t  I c a m e  u p  w i t h  a n d  I g u e s s  
t h e y  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  a n d  s o ld  o n  m e  s i n c e  t h e y  g a v e  m e  
t h e  p r o m o t i o n .  W e ’ll c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  w e e k e n d  o r  w h e n  y o u  
g e t  b e t t e r .  Feel  b e t t e r  h u n .

Love,
D e n i s e

D a te :  9 - 2 3 - 9 7 ( M o n d a y )
F ro m : O ’H o t n i k  
To: d e n i s e I 2 3
S u b je c t :  A h h h - c h o o o o o ! !

D e a r  D e n i s e ,
If y o u  c a n  i m a g i n e  a n a sa l ly  v o i c e  r i g h t  n o w ,  r e a d  th i s  e- 

m a i l  w i t h  t h a t  in  m in d .  T h a n k s  f o r  t h e  c a r e  p a c k a g e  a n d  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n ,  I k n e w  y o u  w o u l d  g e t  it. 
I still  fe e l  r e a l ly  c r a p p y  a n d  I d o n ’t  k n o w  i f  t h i s  c o l d  w i l l  b e  
f o r g iv in g  e n o u g h  to  s p a r e  m e  as  t h e  w e e k e n d  a p p r o a c h e s ,  
b u t  w h o  k n o w s  i t ’s o n ly  M o n d a y .  W e  m i g h t  h a v e  to  p u t  t h e  
c e l e b r a t i o n  o n  h o l d  f o r  n o w ,  b u t  I p r o m i s e  I w i l l  m a k e  i t  u p  
to  y o u  s o o n -  p e r h a p s  “D i s n e y ” f o r  o n e  w e e k e n d  n e x t  m o n t h -  
H uh!!!!  K e e p  it in  m i n d , I ’m  s e r i o u s .W e l l  I m u s t  g o  n o w  a n d  
t e n d  t o  m y  s in u s e s .  Flave a g r e a t  b u s i n e s s  t r i p  a n d  I ’ll ta lk  
t o  y o u  w h e n  y o u  g e t  b a c k  o n  Friday. I lo v e  ya  D e e .

S ick ly  Y o u rs ,
N ic k

D a te :  9 - 2 3 - 9 7 ( M o n d a y )
F ro m :  L i te lo v e  
To: O ’H o t n i k
S u b je c t :  W h e r e  a r e  you!!!!!!!!!!! 

D e a r  N ic k ,
Call  Me! I t ’s i m p o r t a n t !  
U rg e n t ly ,
Y o u r  Ex

D a te :  9 - 2 3 -9 7 (M o n d a y )
F ro m :  W e n d y  
To: O ’H o t n i k
S u b je c t :  X O X O X O X O X O X O X O X O  to  i n f in i t y

D e a r  N ick ,
Last  n i g h t  w a s  i n c r e d i b l e  b a b e ,  y o u ’re  t h e  b e s t . W h a t  p l a n ­

e t  d id  y o u  c o m e  f r o m ,  M yyyyyyyy  G o d d d d d .
I n e v e r  d a t e  o n  a Sunday ,  b u t  I t h i n k  y o u ’ve  o p e n e d  u p  a 

w h o l e  n e w  w o r l d  fo r  m e .  By t h e  way,  I m u s t  say  t h a t  y o u  
w e r e  as  i m p r e s s i v e  l o o k i n g  in  p e r s o n  th a n  h o w  y o u  
d e s c r i b e d  y o u r s e l f  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r .  I t  m u s t  b e  t o u g h  l iv ing  
t h e  life  y o u  l ive ,  a lw a y s  o n  t h e  r o a d  all y e a r  l o n g  as  a p r o ­
f e s s io n a l  w r e s t l e r .  I d i d n ’t t h in k  g u y s  y o u r  si7x c o u ld  c o m ­
p e t e  in  t h a t  s p o r t .  B u t  y o u r  p e r s o n a l i t y  s u r e  d o e s  m a t c h  
t h a t  o f  s o m e b o d y  w h o  p e r f o r m s  as y ou  d o .  I st i ll  d o n ’t 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  w r e s t l i n g  is real ,  e v e n  if  y o u  say so.  B u t  y o u  d id  
p r o v e  w h a t  t h e y  say  a b o u t  “l o n e ly  a t h l e t e s  o n  t h e  ro a d . ’’A n d  
I d o  b e l i e v e  w e ’ll h a v e  to  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  Y O U  b e i n g  in 
t o w n  f o r  t h e  w e e k .  I ’ll s h o w  y o u  h o w  to  w r e s t l e  a r o u n d  
N e w  Y o rk  a n d  m y  a p a r t m e n t  Nicky. S o r r y  I c a n ’t  m a k e  it  fo r  
y o u r  m a t c h  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  b u t  T h u r s d a y  n i g h t s  a r e  m y  b ig  
n i g h t s  a t  t h e  bar,  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I m e a n .  Let t h e  g o o d  t im e s  
b e g in .

Talk  t o  y o u  later,
W e n d y

D a te :  9 - 2 4 -9 7 (T u e sd a y )
F ro m :  L ite lo v e  
To: O ’H o t n i k  
S u b je c t :  CALL ME!!

D e a r  N ic k ,
I g n o r i n g  m y  e -m a ils  a n d  p h o n e  ca l ls  is 

g o i n g  to  m a k e  th i s  w o r s e . Y o u  m u s t  cal l  m e ,  
w e  n e e d  to  talk .

D i s t r e s s e d ,
Y o u r  Ex

D a te :  9 -2 4 -9 7 (T u e sd a y )
F ro m ;  O ’LIo tn ik
To: W e n d y
S u b je c t :  T o n ig h t ,  7 :3 0 ,  Y o u r  P l a c e - W e  d a n c e !

D e a r  W en d y ,
I h o p e  y o u r  w a l k in g  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h e n  y o u  d i d  o n  M o n d a y  

m o r n i n g ,  I w a r n e d  y o u  a b o u t  u s  l o n e l y  w r e s t l e r s .  Bvit a n y ­
w a y  I h a d  a  g r e a t  n ig h t .  I h o p e  y o u  d o n ’t t h in k  I ’m  s c u m  o r  
s o m e  o n e  n i g h t  s t a n d  g ig o lo ,  b u t  life  o n  t h e  r o a d  is lo n e ly  
a n d  l e a v e s  l i t t l e  t i m e  f o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  a  m e a n i n g f u l  
s o c i a l  life. I k i n d  o f  f i g u r e d  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d n ’t  b e  a b le  to  
t a k e  o f f  f r o m  t h e  b a r  t h i s  T h u r s d a y  n ig h t ,  s i n c e  i t  is a b ig  
p a r t y  n i g h t  a n d  t h e  “b ig  t ip  ” n i g h t  f o r  b a r t e n d e r s .  B u t  I w a s  
h o p i n g  w e  c o u l d  g e t  t o g e t h e r  m a y b e  t o n i g h t  a n d  p e r h a p s  
a f t e r  w o r k  T h u r sd a y .  L eave  m e  a n  e -m ail  w i t h  y o u r  a n s w e r ,  I 
h a v e  t o  m a k e  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  s o m e  s p o r t s - s to r e  i n  Q u e e n s  
f o r  t h e  p r o m o t i o n .  I f  y o u  e -m a il  m e  yes ,  I ’ll s e e  y o u  a t  y o u r  
p l a c e .

H o p e f u l ly  Y o u r s  T o n ig h t ,
N ic k y -T h e  M a c h o  M a n



D a te :  9 - 2 4 -9 7 (T u e sd a y )
F ro m :  d e n i s e l 2 3  
To: O ’H o t n i k
S u b je c t :  I m is s  y o u .

D e a r  N ick ,
I h o p e  y o u ’re  f e e l in g  b e t t e r .  I ’v e  b e e n  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  like  

a l u n a t i c  h e r e  in  A t lan ta ,  t h e  e x p o  is g o i n g  w e l l ,  b u t  I ’m  
e a g e r  t o  g e t  h o m e .  I r ea l ly  h o p e  w e  c a n  s e e  e a c h  o t h e r  th is  
w e e k e n d .  Sorry ,  I c a n ’t w r i t e  t o o  m u c h  , I ’m  o n  t h e  r u n  
h e r e ,  I ’ll ta lk  t o  y o u  F r id a y  n ig h t .  L ove  you!

M iss in g  You,
D e n i s e

i p .  D a te :  9 - 2 4 -9 7 (T u e sd a y )
^ 1  F ro m :  W e n d y

d  To: O ’H o t n i k
^  S u b je c t :  T o n ig h t ,Y e s ,  D e f i n i t e l y - W e a r  N o t h i n g .
Q
f  D e a r  Nicky,

YES! ‘n u f f  sa id .
See  Y ou  T o n ig h t ,
W e n d y

D a te :  9 -2 5 - 9 7 ( W e d n e s d a y )
F ro m :  O ’H o t n i k  
To: d e n i s e l 2 3
S u b je c t :  I su b m it! ! !

D e a r  W en d y ,
I c o u l d n ’t w a i t  t o  w r i t e  t o  y o u  today .  S o r r y  I h a d  t o  sp l i t  

b e f o r e  y o u  w o k e  u p ,  b u t  I h a d  to  m e e t  t h e  b o s s  a t  t h e  h o t e l  
a n d  g o  o v e r  t o n i g h t ’s w r e s t l i n g  m a t c h e s -  b y  t h e  w a y  I ’m  
g o i n g  to  w i n  t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  t o m o r r o w  n i g h t ,  I w i s h  y o u  
c o u l d  b e  t h e r e ,  b u t  I g u e s s  w e ’ll c e l e b r a t e  a f t e r w a r d s .  I f  y o u  
d o n ’t m i n d  m e  sa y in g  I f e e l  I m u s t  te l l  y o u  t h a t  y o u  a re  
i n c r e d ib l e .  I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  I w o u l d  e v e r  f in d  lo v e  o v e r  t h e  
i n t e r n e t .  I k n o w  I ’v e  o n ly  k n o w n  y o u  f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  
b u t  I f e e l  s o m e t h i n g  h e r e .  W e m u s t  ta lk  a b o u t  t h i s  t o m o r ­
row .  I ’ll m e e t  y o u  a t  t h e  b a r  a t  3 A.M. See  y o u  t h e n .

I t h i n k  i t ’s lo v e ,
N ic k y

D a te :  9 - 2 5 - 9 7 ( W e d n e s d a y )
F ro m :  O ’H o t n i k
To: W e n d y
S u b je c t :  I m is s  y o u  to o !

D e a r  D e n i s e ,
H o w  y o u  d o i n g  H u n ,  I re a l ly  m is s  y o u .  I c a n ’t  w a i t  t o  s e e  

y o u  t h i s  Sa tu rday .  Yes, I d o  fe e l  b e t t e r  a n d  t h i s  w e e k e n d  is a 
go .  So w h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  D i s n e y  n e x t  m o n t h .  J u s t  say 
t h e  w o r d  a n d  I ’ll b o o k  t h e  t i c k e t s .  I h o p e  e v e r y t h i n g  is 
g o i n g  all  r i g h t  a t  t h e  e x p o .  W ell  I g o t  t o  g o  n o w .  I g o t  a c la ss  
t o  t e a c h  a n d  t h e  p l a n e  h a s  t o  b e  r e f u e l e d  b y  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  
L ove  ya.

D e a r ly  M is s in g  You,
N ic k

D a te :  9 - 2 5 - 9 7 ( W e d n e s d a y )
F ro m :  L ite lo v e  
To: O ’H o t n i k
S u b je c t :  M y p a t i e n c e  is r u n n i n g  low !

D e a r  N ic k  A .K .A .-A sshole ,
I rea l ly  n e e d  t o  ta lk  t o  y o u  N ic k ,  y o u  m u s t  call  m e .  D o  y o u  

h e a r  m e ,  y o u  m u s t  cal l  m e  y o u  b a s ta rd !

Y o u r  Ex

D a te :  9 - 2 6 - 9 7 ( T h u r s d a y )
F ro m :  d e n i s e l 2 3  
To: O ’H o t n i k
S u b je c t :  DIE Y O U  BASTARD!!!!!!!

D e a r  F u c k ,
W h o  t h e  H e l l  is W endy .  Y ou p i e c e  o f  sh i t .  “I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  

L d  f in d  l o v e  o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t , ” I ’ve  h e a r d  t h a t  s o m e w h e r e  
b e f o re .  A n d  a w r e s t l e r — y o u  t o ld  h e r  y o u  w e r e  a w r e s t l e r .  
Y o u ’re  p r o b a b l y  n o t  e v e n  a sk y d iv in g  i n s t r u c t o r  y o u  FUC^K. 
I d o n ’t e v e r  w a n t  t o  h e r e  f r o m  y o u  a g a in  y o u  ly in g  p i e c e  o f  
sh i t  f r a u d .  A n d  w h e n  y o u  g o  to  D i s n e y  n e x t  m o n t h  w i t h  
W H O M E V E R , tel l  M ic k e y  I sa id  “F u c k  You R o d e n t . ”

Eat Sh it  N ic k  a n d  D ie  f r o m  it y o u  b a s t a r d . D i e  S o o n ,  
D e n i s e  

D a te :  9 - 2 6 - 9 7 ( T h u r s d a y )

F ro m :  W e n d y
To: O ’H o tn ik
S u b je c t :  Y ou Lying Prick!!!

D e a r  M a c h o  M an,
It s e e m s  t h a t  y o u  s e n t  m e  t h e  w r o n g  e -m ail  p e n c i l  d ick .  

So w h o  is D e n i s e ,  a n d  w h a t  a b o u t  th is  t r ip  to  D isney .  A n d  
w h a t  a b o u t  t h i s  b u l l s h i t  t h a t  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  lo v e  m e .  A n d  I 
a s k e d  a r o u n d  a b o u t  y o u  b e i n g  a w r e s t l e r ,  a n d  t h e  o n ly  
“M a c h o  M a n  ” t h a t  a n y o n e  e v e r  h e a r d  o f  is n a m e d  Randy, a n d  
y o u r  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  h im .  W ell  if  y o u  w a n t  a w r e s t l i n g  m a t c h  
m y  f r i e n d ,  s h o w  u p  a t  t h e  b a r  t o n i g h t  a n d  I ’ll s h o w  y o u  a 
m a t c h .  A n d  s p e a k i n g  o f  w r e s t l i n g ,  a n d  it b e i n g  fake,  1 f a k ed  
e v e r y  o r g a s m  y o u  s c u m b a g .  H a v e  fu n  in  D i s n e y  a n d  p l e a s e  
g iv e  m y  b e s t  t o  D e n i s e .

G O O D B Y E  PRICK ,
W e n d y -F U .

D a te :  9 - 2 6 - 9 7 ( T h u r s d a y )

F ro m :  D a v e @ a o l .c o m
To: O ’H o t n i k
S u b je c t :  H o w  a re  y o u  b u d d y ! !

D e a r  N ick ,
H o w  t h e  h e l l  a r e  y o u  o ld  f r i e n d .  You k n o w  f o r  a B es t  

F r i e n d  y o u  s u r e  d o n ’t k e e p  in  t o u c h  t h a t  o f t e n .  E v e r y t h i n g  
is d o i n g  f in e  u p  h e r e  in  M a in e ,  w e  rea l ly  m is s  y o u .  So te l l  m e  
h o w  is t h e  b ig  city, a n d  h o w  is a c t i n g  s c h o o l  c o m i n g  a lo n g  
d o w n  t h e r e  in  N e w  Y ork .  I h o p e  y o u  m a k e  it b ig  o n e  d a y  
b u d d y .  I ’m  r o o t i n g  f o r  y o u .  W ell  p l e a s e  call  s o o n ,  I ’m  d y in g  
t o  h e r e  f r o m  ya.

Y o u r  B e s t  F r ie n d ,
D a v e

mailto:Dave@aol.com


D a te ;  9 - 2 6 - 9 7 ( T h u r s d a y )
F ro m :  O ’H o tn ik
To: D a v e @ a o l .c o m
S u b je c t :  “J u s t  a g ig o lo ,  a n d  e v e r y w h e r e  1 go ,  p e o p l e  k n o w  
t h e  p a r t  I ’m  p la y in g .”

D e a r  D av e ,
W ell  w h a t  c a n  1 say  b u t  t h in g s  c o u l d  d e f in i t e ly  b e  b e t t e r .  

A c t in g  s c h o o l  is g o i n g  g r e a t ,  I s e e m  to  b e  p r e t t y  g o o d  a t  it 
f r o m  w h a t  e v e r y o n e  te l ls  m e .  I m a n a g e  t o  s u r v iv e  as a w a i t ­
e r  d o w n  h e r e  a t  s o m e  lo c a l  r e s t a u r a n t  T h e  m o n e y  is g o o d  at 
t im e s  a n d  a l l o w s  m e  to  e n jo y  m y s e l f  n o w  a n d  t h e n .  I c a n ’t 
say  so  m u c h  fo r  m y  lo v e  life t h o u g h .  I r e a l ly  s c r e w e d  u p  th is  
t h i n g  I h a d  g o i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  t w o  c h ic k s .  S o m e h o w  I s e n t  
t h e m  t h e  w r o n g  e -m ail  a n d  t h e y  w o u n d  u p  g e t t i n g  t h e  
w r o n g  l e t t e r s .  B o th  o f  t h e m  w i s h  1 w e r e  d e a d .  A n d  o n  t o p  o f  
t h a t ,  C h r i s t i n e ,  m y  e x  k e e p s  o n  c a l l in g  a n d  e -m a i l in g  m e .  
I ’ve  b e e n  a v o id in g  h e r  t e l e p h o n e  ca l ls  a n d  ju s t  y e s t e r d a y  I 
h a d  m y i n t e r n e t  p r o v i d e r  b l o c k  a n y  f u t u r e  e -m a ils  f r o m  h e r  
so  h e r  m e s s a g e s  d o n ’t s h o w  u p  in m y  m a i l - b o x  a n y m o r e .  
A n d  t h a t ’s t h e  s t a t e  o f  m y  life  at  th i s  v e r y  m o m e n t .  I ’ll t r y  
a n d  ta lk  to  y o u  s o o n .

Y o u r  B uddy,
N ic k

D a te :  9 -2 7 -9 7 (F r id ay )
F ro m :  L i te lo v e  
To: O ’H o t n i k
S u b je c t :  H e r e  it  is. ..

D e a r  N ick ,
I ’ve  b e e n  p a t i e n t ,  b u t  it  s e e m s  t h a t  I ’m  g o in g  to  h a v e  to  

i n f o r m  y o u  in  t h i s  m a n n e r .  I rea l ly  w a n t e d  to  b e  a b le  t o  ta lk  
to  y o u  in  p e r s o n  a b o u t  th is ,  b u t  y o u  n e v e r  r e s p o n d e d  a n d  I 
g u e s s  y o u  r e fu s e  t o  d o  so .W e l l  h e r e  it  i s . . . .T h is  is w h a t  I ’ve  
b e e n  t r y in g  t o  te l l  y o u  f o r  t h e  p a s t  w e e k  I t e s t e d  p o s i ­
t iv e  f o r  A ids  N ick .  I m u s t  h a v e  c a u g h t  it f r o m  y o u .  ...I h a d  
m y  las t  b o y f r i e n d  c h e c k e d  o u t  a n d  h e ’s c le a n .  It h a d  to  b e  
y o u .  1 h a v e n ’t d a t e d  a n y o n e  s in c e  w e  b r o k e  u p  N ick ,  so  it
h a d  t o  b e  y o u ................Call  M e . . . .C a l l  M e ........................N i c k ...........
Y ou  g o t  to  call

..............................m e ...........................................................................................

 N ick .

m

mailto:Dave@aol.com
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P + e ro d a c+ y i W in g s
by Sinan Hepcakar
I ‘ve been watchins silently since the day I was created.
Sharpenins my edges while my soul was masticated,
By a population of selfish uncaring individuals,
Fascinated by matenal goods that lie within their visuals.
Now I’m testing out my features, from creatures to residuals.
Illuminating darkness and the weakness of mere mortals.
Cutting their existence with two horrifying blades.
Ending their glorified unrealistic escapades 
Consummating the conclusion of inanimate enchantment.
Introduction to reduction of the million dollar mansion.
Glamorizations produce patients for the benefactors.
Pampering indulgent athletes and money hungry actors.
Somehow establishing foundation.
Be ready for a new era it’s called annihilation.
No more autograph seekers past the age of eighteen.
The pen marks from a person like yourself.
Is that your dream'j’
Ending conceit and jealousy, for professors who are famous 
The highly decorated educated ignoramus.
Instructors to enlighten is my definition of education,
Ebonics is the meaning of demeaning degradation.
A patronizing inhabitation of community and nation.
Selecting a demise for their jaded aspirations.
Consequential ends with the need to make decisions.
Historical figmentations and illiterate precisions.
Striving for a legacy of drastic transformation.
So influential characters can claim participation,
In an effort to humiliate the mass of calculations.
This has been an observation.
And a message to advocators holding these intentions,
The first to be the product of my hideous invention.
While I rid myself of tensions on the whole affiliation.
The experiment results in a laconic detonation.
Obnoxious children of adulthood with a revolting disposition.
Following each other but receiving no commission.
In an exchanger a reputation of mechanical alignment.
Actual persona is diminished to confinement.
Replaced with egocentrics and a self absorbed assignment of refinement. 
For eclectics who accumulate behaviors from theatrics.
Popularity fantastics.
Rejecting the abnormal and the idiosyncratics.
Who hand in applications for friendships with erratics.
The socially repugnant generation of creation.
Presenting the elite of established emulations.
To a level of conformity for rampant inflammation.
A graphic illustration from my centered habitation.
Voluntary consultation is a comic’s presentation.
Contaminating regulators,
A lawful violation of present junsdiction on vacation.
Said the lucid liquidation.
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I lied for  you
c o r p o r a t e  Amer ica,
and fold ta les  about
how s a te  your p r od u c t s  are. f'.wwr

I lashed out  a t  your cr i t i c s  
and hid the  t a c t s  t ro m the press,  
as I p lac ed  money onto g r e a s y  palms  
and e m b r a c e d  your  mission.

Use me, use me I pleaded,  
a t  night  in my  dreams,  
a t  hoard  mee t ings  
and a t  e v e r y  conversat ion.

P\nd now,
I am out  looking in, 
seeing o t h e r  t re sh  fa ces  
lying b e t t e r  t o r  you.

I now w a n d e r  this land 
p a r t  o f  a w a s h e d  up 
genera t ion  who w a s  
s lapped down because  
you n e ed ed  a quick fix.

P  0  £  A\  A N V  P h o t o  b y  ' R o b e ' R T  L .  H  a t z - r  i s  o  n  

P h o t o  O p p o s i t e :  P a g e  b y  T i n a  V a l e n t i n
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V i n c e n t  \ J  o k

Ti
he pictures on the walls are old and cracking- smil­
ing faces cast in black and white, covered with dust 
and yellow age. Frozen in time from a different era 

when success came to the very young, they hang small and 
silent in two rows on all four walls o f the room. He walks 
in ciuietly, joining the scattered handful o f other hopefuls 
w ho fill the shadows of the unlit corners. The cold vacuum  
of inactivity will still hang in the room until the stage lights 
are coaxed on, and the sound board crackles awake. Until 
the noises of just opening from the bar are replaced with  
the sound of drinks being order, delivered and paid for. Until 
the waitress com es in, ready to be eager to take orders from 
and bring them to the shadows.

Like night sounds, guitar cases are snapped open, and the 
conversation of six-string tuning begins. Discordant and 
uncertain, the unclaimed m elodies seize their way around 
the room and disperse into the darkness. Puffs o f smoke 
race out o f lips bent in the breath o f mute concentration. 
Campfires are lit as the stage is set.

He sits w ith a cigarette balancing the w eight of his left 
hand, his right hand curled around the sm ooth comfort of 
the rough whisky which is sitting in a shot glass on the 
table. His foot is up on his unopened guitar case, his eyes 
slightly glaze at the brightness of the lights cast off the back 
wall o f the stage. His thoughts are scattered rehearsals of 
lyrics and chord progressions, o f conflicts o f escape and 
real life; arguments in tribute to an existence balanced 
betw een  a past life and an uncertain destination. To the 
waitress he just looks pissed off.

The voice cracks on, bringing full attention to the rules of 
the night: If you picked a number you get to play. D on’t be 
stupid, and d on ’t outgrow your w elcom e.T hree songs or 15 
minutes, w hichever com es first. If they like you , you ’ll 
know it. If you have to ask, they didn’t. Have a nice night. Or 
not. Drink a lot, tip your waitress and leave me alone. I’m 
just the announcer.

He picked the Queen o f Hearts w ith the black C on her 
bosom. He w ill be player number 36, give or take a few  
casualties o f nerves, booze or misgivings. Everyone gets 15 
minutes and takes 25. He tries to do the math but can’t care. 
He looks pissed off.

Bob Dylan did this. Rolled in off the street, played his 
hand, left everybody with their pants down bent over, w ish­
ing they w ere him. His black and w hite photo froxn that

time had the place of honor in the plastic next to the stage. 
A chubby kid w ith the harmonica and guitar. Food for the 
Punks if he came like that now.

He goes over the songs in his head like they were prayers. 
The rhymes were almost always perfect.The m elodies m ost­
ly delicate, and som etim es hard to define. Except for the 
Blues one, w hich was almost spoken. All dark and serious. 
All ready to reveal a secret, or describe a despair.

Number one approaches the stage. Tall. Crazed. Denim  
clad. Lives in a shelter on the Bowery. Writes angry poetry 
that requires he grip the mike tightly and bruise his lips. 
Face dark and twisted. Tries to make fuck rhyme with shit. 
D oesn’t succeed, but manages to entertain.

On the bus that was speeding through the night he sat 
like a statue sinking in the blackness. Kathleen was next to 
him silent w ith eyes big enough for tears. They grabbed a 
force and it pulled them  out through the roots. Leaving a life 
of m usician/short order cook and dance major/waitress, for 
som eplace, not necessarily som ething, better. She only 
looked at him once, and he saw the shine of the night 
reflected in her eyes.They landed on a February sidewalk in 
a maze of w ind in N ew  York City.

That jealous wind eventually pushed and pulled them too  
far apart. He shaved his beard and cut his hair. She saved 
herself and cut him off.They untangled in a graceful dance, 
she leading. She gave him his best songs, to clutter his small 
distant sky.

He seized the N ew  York nights hungry, w ith  cold fingers 
that danced heavily on the strings of his hollow  guitar. He 
couldn’t see his dream, just felt it tugging and pulling.

The ninth performer, number 3C, com es up and looks ner­
vous. She hits a chord and is out o f tune. She fiddles w ith it 
for a long w hile, mumbling apologetic tones into the mike. 
She begins to play, and it sounds w orse than before. That 
early in the night the only audience is the other performers 
waiting for their turn. The girl sounds like a w eeping Joan 
Baez. She finishes her set to sparse applause and leaves the 
stage behind her. She goes back to her table, three away 
from his. She has long blonde hair, and is also in denim. She 
puts her guitar back in its case. Her back is turned. She puts 
her coat on, turns to leave and she glances at him. She isn’t 
pretty, but tragic enough to com pensate. She’s shattered by 
her ow n performance, but holds tight to her dignity.

“Is Melody Snow your real name?” He asks her this quiet-



ly as  s h e  m o v e s  p a s t .  S h e  r e s p o n d s  b y  s i t t i n g  d o w n  n e x t  to  
l i im  t o o  q u i c k ly  a n d  s a y in g  “Yes it is,” in  d i s h o n e s t  t o n e s .  “T 
l ik e d  y o u r  s e t ,” h e  l ie s  w i t h  h o n e s t  i n f l e c t i o n .  “W o u ld  y o u  
l ik e  a d r i n k ? ” S h e  n o d s  a n d  to  t h e  w a i t r e s s  o r d e r s  a d o u b l e  
g in  o n  ice .  H e  p a y s  fo r  it  as  t h e  w a i t r e s s  t a k e s  h i s  e m p t y  
glass .  H e  l ig h t s  a c ig a r e t t e  as s h e  t a k e s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  t w o  
g u l p s  it w i l l  t a k e  h e r  to  kill  it.

T h e y  r e m a in  s i l e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  p e i ' f o r m e r s .  
E ac h  as t e r r i b l e  as  t h e  f irs t .  S h e  p u l l s  o n e  o f  h is  c ig a r e t t e s  
o u t  a n d  p u t s  it b e t w e e n  h e r  l ip s  a n d  h e  l ig h t s  it  w i t h  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h e  o n e  h e  has .  “So, w h a t ’s y o u r  n u m b e r ? ”

“ 1 2 C ”.
Sh e  s h r u g s  a n d  n o d s  in  s y m p a t h y  b l o w i n g  s m o k e  t o w a r d s  

t h e  s ta g e .  S h e  c h e w s  t h e  e n d  o f  h e r  l i t t le  f i n g e r  w i t h  h e r
c h in  r e s t i n g  in  h e r  p a l m  a n d  lo o k s  a n n o y e d .  A s m i le  c a n
m e a n  a n y th in g ,  b u t  t h a t  a n n o y e d  lo o k  is r e l iab ly  c lear .

0  “W a n n a  g o  s m o k e  a j o in t ? ”
T h e y  m a k e  t h e i r  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  o u t  t h e  

j  d o o r  i n t o  t h e  c o ld .  T h e y  m a k e  t h e i r  w a y  u p  T h i r d  S t r e e t
g  t o w a r d s  t h e  p a rk .  T h e y  m a k e  t h e i r  w a y  to  a b e n c h ,  sh iv e r -
g  i n g .T h e  b e n c h  is c o ld ,  w h i c h  is g o o d . T h e  w a r m t h  t h e y  fee l
^  as t h e i r  b o d i e s  t o u c h  h o l d s  t h e m  o v e r  u n t i l  t h e  j o in t  g e t s  lit.

H e  p u t s  h is  a r m  a r o u n d  h e r  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  t h e y  s m i le  l ike  
o ld  f r i e n d s .  In  t h e  lo n e ly  l an d  o f  s t r a n g e r s  i n t i m a c y  t a k e s  
t h e  p a t h  o f  l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e .  H e  s l id e s  t h e  h a l f -p in t  o f  b r a n d y  
o u t  o f  t h e  i n n e r  p o c k e t  o f  h is  b la c k  l e a t h e r  j a c k e t ,  a n d  t h e y  
a r e  s o o n  in  n o  n e e d  fo r  w o r d s . T h e y  w a lk  h a n d  in h a n d ,  t h e  
w i n d  r i p p i n g  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  s k in  o f  t h e i r  f a c e s . T h e  p a r k  
h a s  t u r n e d  d a rk ,  a n d  t h e  w i n d  h a s  
le f t  it  e m p ty .  B e t w e e n  a c l u s t e r  o f  
s k in n y  b a r e  t r e e s ,  w h e r e  l ig h t  w a s  
t h i n n e s t  t h e y  s to p ;  h e  h o l d s  h e r  a n d  
p u l l s  o u t  a k iss,  p l a c i n g  it o n  h e r  l ips .
H e r  s w e e t  s m o k e  a n d  a l c o h o l  b r e a t h  
l in g e r  in  a sm a l l  c lo u d  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  
f a ce s .  T h e y  k iss  a g a in ,  a n d  in all t h a t  
e t e r n i t y  t h e y  a r e  sa fe  a n d  w a r m .
B e n e a th  t h e  b a r r i e r s  o f  d e n i m  a n d  
l e a t h e r  t h e y  c o u ld  fe e l  t h e  t o u c h  o f  
g ra v i ty  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  b o d ie s .

S h e  s in k s  to  h e r  k n e e s ,  h e  l e a n s  
a g a in s t  a t r e e .  H e  f e e ls  c o ld ,  t h e n  w a r m  a n d  w e t .  T h e n  
s t r o n g .  T h e n  r e s u r r e c t e d .  T h e n  h e  s l id e s  h i s  b a c k  d o w n  t h e  
t r e e ,  a n d  s h e  falls  i n t o  h i s  a r m s ,  a n d  t h e y  h u d d l e  o n  t h e  
g r o u n d ,  j o in i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a tu e s .

A f te r  a v e r y  lo n g  t im e  o f  d r i f t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  
d a r k n e s s  t h e y  b e g i n  to  c o m e  b a c k  to  life. H e  w a k e s  u p  f irs t ,  
c o ld  a n d  h u r t i n g .  H is  b a c k  is stiff,  a n d  t h e  h a l f  o f  h i s  b o d y  
t h a t  i s n ’t  t o u c h i n g  h e r s  f e e l s  f r o z e n  so l id .  H e  lo o k s  d o w n  a t  
h e r  s l e e p i n g  fa ce ,  a t  t h e  r o u g h  e d g e s  a lm o s t  w o r n  s m o o t h  
b y  s l e e p  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f  l ig h t .  A s h o r t  b u r s t  o f  s i r e n  to  h i s  
le f t  s h a k e s  t h e m  b o t h .  T h e  s p o t l i g h t  h i t s  t h e i r  f a c e s  l ike  a 
s lap ,  a n d  t h e  v o ic e  t h a t  says  t h e y  h a v e  to  m o v e  s c r a p e s  i n t o  
t h e i r  e a r s ,  c a u s in g  a r e l u c t a n t  s t i r  o f  m o t i o n  in t h e i r  h e a r t  
b e a t s .  I t ’s t o o  c o ld  f o r  t h o s e  c o p s  t o  w a n t  to  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  
car ,  so  t h e y  s tay  i n s i d e  c o n t e n t  t o  h a s s l e  f r o m  t h e r e . T h e  c a r  
p u l l s  u p  c lo s e ,  s low ly ,  p u s h i n g  t h e  g u i t a r  c a s e s  over ,  m a k i n g  
t h e m  c r a w l  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e y  w e r e  r e a d y  to  
m o v e . T h e y  m a n a g e  to  p u l l  t h e i r  g u i t a r s  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  
c a r  b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  d e m o l i s h  t h e m . T h e  s h o r t  r a p id  b u r s t  o f  
s i r e n s  j o in s  t h e  m o c k i n g  l a u g h t e r  f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  v e h ic l e .  
H e  s t a n d s  u p ,  s w a y in g ,  l e a n i n g  a g a in s t  h i s  g u i ta r .  “F u c k i n ’ 
p i g s ! ” S h e  h o l l e r s ,  w a l k in g  a f t e r  t h e  ca r ;  s l im ,  w h i t e  m id d l e  
f i n g e r  t h r u s t  h ig h  u p  i n t o  t h e  f r o z e n  air. H e  w a lk s  a l t e r  h e r ,  
g r a b b in g  h e r  u p p e r  a r m s ,  p u l l i n g  h e r  b a c k  to  w h e r e  t h e y

w e r e .  “A re  y o u  all r i g h t ? ” H e  lo o k s  i n to  h e r  ey es ,  b u t  c a n ’t 
f ind  t h e m  a t  t h e  m o m e n t .  “T h o s e  f u c k i n ’ b a s t a r d s , ” s h e  says,  
y e l l in g  o n  t h e  w o r d  “b a s t a r d s ” . Sh e  p u l l s  h e r  a r m s  a w ay  
sh a rp ly ,  g r a b s  h e r  g u i t a r  a n d  s i ts  d o w n  o n  a b e n c h ,  a r m s  
f o ld e d ,  p i s s e d  off.  H e  s t a n d s  l o o k in g  a t  he r ,  d ig g in g  t h e  s l e e p  
o u t  o f  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  h is  e y e s  w i t h  t h e  k n u c k l e s  o f  h i s  left  
h a n d ,  r i g h t  h a n d  sti ll o n  t h e  gu i ta r .  H e  f e e ls  t i r e d  a n d  u n c o n ­
f i d e n t ,  f e e l in g  l ik e  t h e r e ’s o n ly  r o o m  fo r  o n e  p i s s e d  o f f  p e r ­
s o n  in t h i s  p a r k .  H e  fe e l s  c o ld  to  t h e  c o r e .  “Lets g e t  s o m e  
c o f fe e .” S h e  d o e s n ’t a n s w e r ,  d o e s n ’t lo o k  u p .  H e  w o n d e r s  if 
s h e  is b a c k  a s l e e p .  H e  s i ts  d o w n  n e x t  to  h e r  a n d  fo ld s  h is  
a r m s ,  p u t t i n g  h i s  f e e t  u p  o n  h is  g u i t a r  c a s e .  H e  s t a r e s  a t  h e r  
s i len tly .  T h e  n o i s e  o f  t h e i r  b r e a t h  d r o w n s  o u t  t h e  o b l iv io n  
w h i c h  n o w  h a s  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e m .  T h e y  sit  a lo n e ,  t h e n  h e  
n o t i c e s  t h a t  s h e  is s h iv e r in g .  H e  s l id e s  c l o s e r  to  h e r  a n d  p u t s  
h is  a r m  o v e r  h e r  s h o u l d e r s .  S h e  l e a n s  h e r  h ea t l  a g a in s t  t h e  
c o ld  l e a t h e r  o f  h is  j a c k e t ,  b u t  r e m a in s  s i l e n t .  T h e r e  is to  b e  
n o t h i n g  le f t  t o  say. T h e  m o m e n t u m  o f  t h e i r  e n c o u n t e r  is 
ro l l in g  b a c k w a r d s .  H e  s t a r t s  w o n d e r i n g  h o w  m u c h  t im e  h a d  
b e e n  g iv e n  u p .  H e  s t a r t s  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  h e r  t h o u g h t s  a re ,  
a n d  h o w  s h e  feels .  I f  s h e ’s p i s s e d  a t  h im .  H e  s t a r t  to  m e n t i o n  
c o f f e e  a g a in ,  b u t  h a l fw a y  t h r o u g h  s h e  i n t e r r u p t s  s u d d e n ly :  
“C a n  y o u  lo an  m e  a c o u p l e  b u c k s  to  g e t  h o m e ? ” His f r o z e n  
h a n d  c r a w l s  i n to  h is  p o c k e t  a n d  c o m e s  o u t  w i t h  t w o  c r im i-  
p l e d  d o l l a r  bills,  “is is e n o u g h ? ”“()K .” Sh e  a n s w e r s ,  d is tan t ly .

H e  w a t c h e s  h e r  s in k  a w a y  in to  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  t h e  p a rk ,  
a n d  s e e s  h e r  sm a l l  s i l h o u e t t e  c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  d i s a p p e a r .  

T h e  c lu b  is a lm o s t  e m p ty ,  a n d  is r e g a i n in g  t h e  e m p t y  air.
T h e  b a r t e n d e r  is c l e a n i n g  g l a s s e s . I ’h e  
w a i t r e s s  t a lk s  to  t h e  a n n o u n c e r ,  w h o  
h a s  e m e r g e d  f ro m  t h e  s o u n d  b o a r d  
a n d  h a s  s t r a y e d  to  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  bar. 
“E x c u s e  m e .  W h a t  n i m i b e r  a r e  y o u  
o n ? ”
“ I 1C. B ut  e v e r y o n e  e ls e  is g o n e .  W h a t  
n u m b e r  a re  y o u ? ”
“ 12C.”
“Y o u ’re  n e x t ”
H e  s t e p s  o n  t h e  s ta g e ,  a n d  p a s t  t h e  
b l in d i n g  l ig h t s  h e  s e e s  t h e  g h o s t s  o f  
t h r e e  t i r e d  p e o p l e ,  all s i t t i n g  a t  o n e  

t a b le .  T h e  w a i t r e s s  h a s  a l r e a d y  h a n d e d  in h e r  a p r o n .  I 'he 
s o u n d  o f  t h e  c a s h  r e g i s t e r  c lo s in g  o u t ,  a n d  t h e  r u s t l e  o f  
c o in s  is t h e  o n ly  b r e a t h i n g  h e  c a n  h ear .  He c lo s e s  h is  e y e s  
a n d  p l u c k s  t h e  f i r s t  c h o r d .  It d o e s n ’t s o u n d  r i g h t . T h e  s t r i n g s  
a r e  t i r e d  a n d  c a n ’t h e a r  e a c h  o th e r .  H is  f in g e r s  a r e  m a d e  o f  
s t o n e .  H e  h i t s  t h e  o c ta v e s ,  b u t  t h e  w r o n g  o n e  e l u d e s  h im .  H e  
g u e s s e s ,  g u e s s e s  w r o n g ,  a n d  s t a r t s  t h e  so n g .

“W e  c a n  si t  h e r e  a n d  s in g  u n t i l  o u r  l ives  s t a r t  t o  m a t te r .  
T h r o u g h  m y s m o k e  I c a n  w a t c h  y o u  t r a d e  lo v e  w i t h  e a c h  

o t h e r . ..”
H is  v o i c e  is w i l l i n g  b u t  u n t r a i n e d . T h e  m ik e s  a re  o ld ,  a n d  

t h e  s y s t e m  is lousy .  H e  c a n  h e a r  t h e  g u i t a r  in t h e  m o n i t o r s ,  
b u t  n o t  h i s  v o c a l s . T h e  t h r e e s o m e  g e t  u p  a n d  leave .

“T h e r e ’s n o  r o o m  fo r  s l e e p  in  th is  life w e  a r e  c h o o s i n g .
So 1 w i s h  1 c o u ld  g iv e  y o u  t h e  d r e a m s  I’m  n o t  u s i n g ”
H e  g e t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o n g .  T h e  s o u n d  m a n .  T h e  w a i t r e s s .  

T h e  b a r t e n d e r . T h e  o w n e r s .
T h e y  w a t c h  t i red ly ,  a n d  r e m a in  s i l e n t .
“T h a n k s  a lo t .” H e  s p e a k s  to  t h e  e m p t y  ta b le s .  “D o n ’t fo r ­

g e t  to  t i p  y o u r  w a i t r e s s . ”
H e  p a c k s  u p  h is  g u i ta r .  P u l l s  o n  h i s  l e a t h e r  a r m o r .  H e  l ea v e  

t h e  c lu b ,  t h e  c o l d  b i t e s  a n d  b i t c h e s  a t  h is  k n u c k l e s ,  h i s  face ,  
h i s  m o o d ,  h i s  life. H e  w a l k s  u p  T h i r d  S t r e e t ,  t u r n s  r i g h t  o n  
M a c D o u g a l ,  le f t  o n  B le e c k e r ,  o n  i n to  t h e  w o r l d .

n  t h e  l o n e  ^  l a n d  o -  

£ \ y a n c ^ \ r ^  i n t i m a c y  

i o k e s  t h e  p a t h  o -f  

e a ^ t  K e 5 i 5 t a n c e .



'Ray S, Dif^aria



1 A v K p e ^ 'n - ? ) r o l e ^ f a r i a f
Cephus O'Brien

her life was ablack and white photograph 
his was a flower he called hope
every time one of the petals fell 
he glued it together with a phrase
love/compassion/broken hearts
run deep lost heart
to cold dreams and lost beliefs
the sound of her heart
pit-patpit-pat
old memories
and the hope for that Sam iloveyou call 
overdubbed love tunes and blues in four-fourths 
dark cascaded mountains of praise
he named one petal love but it died
love lived short on hope 
and fell lonely 
her kiss was its sun
there were intimate secrets and certain chills she gave off 
he didn’t dream the night he knew she took over his life 
and woke upwith a hangover
denial was what he felt
denial was a petal that never died.
like an old story or memory that the old man tells in his 
last breath’ s
denial grew so strong he once again dreamt
"..dream of me tonight lost petal sowhen i awake 
tomorrow i will once again feel your touch..."
this was his love
but he woke up again in denial 
leaving his kiss on her pillow 
laughing at warped constellations
and stories of old housewives tired of reality, and shopped

for the next best thing.
he was branded poet on his heart and yelled:
“....I saw the best of my generation lost in alleyways 
and dying in train cars.." 
fare ye well lovely Allen
let those sweet words brand minds of the next genera­
tions
lostin libraries cobwebbed in lies
below manhattan's sweet streetsto the jazz clubs of the
mind.
this was the petal he called suffering.
she was given a name and number
lived that mid-life/siowdance/virgin type of life
and never aspired to be more
except for the pta meetings and the occasional banquets
with her husband.
there were newsflashes
and dead presidents
new children
and another year
there were revolutions
scandals
and love affairs
the almighty church led her life and she learnt to call those 
single men fags
you see her father taught her to hate as a child
this was the flowers root’s 
and the poet named them society
these words thesewords 
I see before my eyes every of these glorious days 
the thoughts he felt
lessons of: life /humanity/class/racism/the way he felt
about her
poetry
and the flower died
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V Pi N I E  L  L  E  T P i\ JP \N  I

t he s e  moments
savore d
p o nd er ed
po ised  and poi sed
like g l i s t e ned  d e w d r o p s
b ef o r e  t h e y  drip
and -fall
are  mine
to  s t r o k e
like sat in she e t s
on s o f t e n e d  skin
and the  s in ew y  moon
ya wn s  i t s e l f
open full
beams  o u t s t r e t c h e d  
w i t h  slick pe tu lance  
and  n u z z /e s  in the  crook  
of  an unspoken em br a ce  
to  w r a p  and seal  
cap t i ve  and c a p t i v a t e d  
those  f r a c t u r e d  ta n g e n t s  
then  shed
w i t h  a ge n t l e  daw n
its ensnaring snakeskin
sly t r a n s lu ce nt  mol t
as a sloughed o f f  moment
f rozen  and shel led
its m e m o r y
shied and k e p t
w i t h  t e m p e r a t e  angs t
t h a t  heeds
no w a r m t h  no cold
each feel ing untold
and s h ea th e d
in i ts intrinsic
c a s t  a w a y
f leshed  c a s k e t
mummified in i ts  fold
t hes e  moments
sav ore d
p o n d er ed
po ised  and pau sed
r e t i c e n t  in ant icjuated
sha f t s  o f  solace
s l i ppery  to  hold
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x e je ::iK . 1

A-R K & -RAY
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^  . i  ^

D e a r  A l e x a n d e r ,
Happy  Fi-ffeenfh 13>irfhday, son. I'm s o r r y  I had you w a i f  this long bu t  some  o f  the  things I w a n t e d  to  say  

w e r e  r a t h e r  t rank and I ne ed ed  you to  he s o m e w h a t  m a t u r e  to  he ahle to  handle it. The hopelessness  I f eel  
r igh t  now can only he m a t c h e d  hy the  profound sadness o f  knowing t h a t  you'll g r o w  w i t h o u t  me. I II ne ver  see  
your f i r s t  s teps ,  hear  your -first words ,  see  you run, play, learn... I'll ne ver  enjoy the  thri l l  o f  seeing you in your  
prom suit  or w a t c h  you in your cap and go wn as you graduate .  I ne ver  had the b e n e f i t  o f  a f a t h e r  being around  
and now through no faul t  o f  my  own I have done the  same to  you. I guess I m j u s t  t ry in g  to  explain my  absence  
in some w a y  which will  make sense,  to  me more than anyone else, but  how do I say  goodbye  to  a p a r t  o f  me... t o  
someone who gives my  life purpose?

I'll s t a r t  by  saying f l a t  out  t h a t  I've loved you more than anyone else I've know in my  life. For all o f  my  
t h i r t y - f h r e e  ye a rs  I ve ne ver  exper ienced  such emotion.  I can still r e m e m b e r  when  you w e r e  born. It w a s  the  
w a r m e s t  February  da y  on the  r e c o r d  books. It wa s  as i f  you w e r e  an e r r a n t  r a y  o f  sunshine warm ing  t h a t  w in­
t e r  a f t ernoon.  Pis o f  r igh t  now I m a young turk  and a rising s t a r  in the  f i rm of  Sca l i /W in th ro p  — it  would be 
Scal i /Winthrop /'Rosen if I could s t a y  around and cont inue building the  legend. We are  hands down the  b e s t  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  and design o u t f i t  he re  in 'Port land and we 've  b e a te n  out  lots o f  N e w  York and /^ilan design f irms  
for  high prof i l e pro ject s .  J u s t  so you can brag,  your  old man is the  one who des igned  the  'Philharmonic C e n t e r  
in S a l t  Lake Ci ty,  the  Trade 3 u r e a u  B>uilding in At h en s  and the n e w  Nike complex. Of  course  b y  no w i t  s the  
old Nike complex, in the  b r ie fc a se  which your Uncle Ernie gave  you w i t h  this l e t t e r ,  you'll f ind copies,  designs,  
l i thographs and o t h e r  s t u f f  to  give you an idea o f  w h a t  I did. J u s t  so you don't  think your  old man w a s  some  
yuppie wag e-s lave  I ve included p ic tu r es  o f  me f rom my  school days.  Hey, /Michael 'Rosen a g i t a t e d  w i t h  the  b e s t  
of  them in col lege as you'll see.  P ic tu r e s  number  1-H are  old Polaroids  o f  me a t  a s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t .  No, t h a t  f in­
g e r  doesn' t  mean "You're Num ber  One!" Speaking o f  Earnes t ,  I t r u s t  he has been t h e r e  fo r  you as much as pos ­
sible. No one can explain the  bond my  b r o t h e r  and I have and I won' t  even t ry .  I g o t  him to  give a solemn 
promise  regard ing  you and I'll r e s t  eas ier  knowing he's keeping it.

I don't  know if  you've no t i ced  but  the  cu te  me d  s t u d e n t  in mos t  o f  t he s e  photos  is the  lady you call /^om. I 
love t h a t  woman more than wo r d s  can tell. She doesn' t  know I'm doing this and as I'm wr i t in g  this she  s put t ing  
a ce r t a in  four-month-old to  bed. If she's as beaut iful  when  you're reading  this as she is when  I'm wr i t in g  i t  I



guess  she has remarr ied.  That's okay. I know I'm j u s t  
a -fond m e m o r y  for  e ve ry o n e  If w o u ld n f  he fa ir  t o  
ex pec t  her  to  live w i t h  ju s t  a m e m o r y  when  t h e r e  s so 
much living l e f t  to  do. I guess  the  only women who did 
t h a t  w e r e  C o r e t t a  S c o t t  King and T3>etty Shahazz,  but  
t h e y  w e r e  the w i d o w s  o f  slain m a r t y r s  o f  the  sixties 
and t h e y  had a nation rallying around them. Your 
mo t h e r  has only you and your  grandparents .

She should he pushing you to  go into medicine r igh t  
about  now. I wouldn't  mind t h a t  m y se l f  although my  
d re am  wa s  for  us to  open our own design t i rm t o g e t h ­
er, but  don't  w o r r y .  W e  spoke about  this a t  length.  
Simply l e t  her  know calmly if you're not  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
e i t h e r  o f  t he s e  ca reers .  Our only des ire  wa s  t h a t  you 
f ind w h a t  you love doing and do i t  well.  A \ y  only hope 
is t h a t  you ne ver  l e t  blind ambition be a s ub s t i tu te  for  
genuine love o f  your chosen profession.  In the  brief~ 
case  I ve included a cop y  o f  a g r e a t  book t i t l e d  W h a t  
Color Is Your 'Parachute which helps people find w h a t  
th e i r  s t r e n g t h s  are.  It may  surpr ise you. If it's still 
published, pick up a c u r r e n t  copy  because in f i f t e e n  
ye a rs  c a r e e r s  m ay  exist  which don t  exist  today.  
'Remember: This life is a t e s t .  It  is only a t e s t .  If this  
had been an ac tua l  life you would have been to ld  w h a t  
to  do and w h e r e  to  go.

If you ve g r ow n  as handsome as your m o t h e r  and I 
expected ,  you re  proba b ly  o ve r w h e l m ed  by  young ladies. 
3 e  careful .  Don t  e v e r  l e t  anyone use sex as a we apon  
against  you. I m no t  going to  pr ea ch  to  you because  I 
know about  raging hormones -  hey, i t  hasn't  been t h a t  
long since I wa s  your age, but  your life is precious and  
your decisions should be your own. N e v e r  l e t  p r e ­
ven tab le  c i rcum stanc es  make your decisions t o r  you. A  
m o m e n t a r y  passion should no t  def ine  your  future.  On 
t h a t  note  I'll s top  embarrassing  you -  hut  hey, w h a t  
ar e  fa t h e r s  for?

If Grandma 'Rosen, Grandma Wri ght  and your  /'^om 
don't  a lw a ys  seem to  g e t  along i t s  because t h e y  ve  
a lw a ys  seen thing things a l i t t l e  d i f fe ren t l y .  One thing  
t h e y  do have in common is th e i r  unyielding love fo r  you. 
There  may  be some fr ic t ion b e t w e e n  them a t  t imes  but  
t h a t  s j u s t  because  each is an incredible woman w i t h  
s t ron g  views.  I only wish t h a t  t h e y  l ived a l i t t l e  clos­
er. D e e p  down there' s  much love t h e r e  and a g r e a t  
deal  o f  r es p ec t .  The love and sup po r t  o f  both our  
m o th e rs  he lped  your mom and me through the  dif f i cul t  
per iods  o f  our marriage.  In our s o c i e t y  my  being  
J ew is h  and her  being Pifrican-P[frican didn't  help us 
any. J u s t  so you know. I'm no t  conserva t i ve.  I could be  
co ns id ered  a bad  boy but  your  mom and I go to  t emp le  
on major  J e w i s h  holidays,  and church on major  
Christ ian holidays. In b e t w e e n ,  w e  see  how w e  feel  
from w e e k  to  week .  I can only t r u s t  t h a t  by  the  t ime  
you re  reading  this things have p r o g r e s s e d  beyond  the  
t ri vial i t ie s  o f  r a c e  and your  dual h e r i t a g e  is not  
af fe c t i n g  you negat ively.

If t h e r e  is any fr ic t ion going on a t  the  moment  
b e t w e e n  your various mo th ers  I have a cjuick solution.

In the t r u s t y  b r ie fc ase  is a s e t  o f  photos  o f  us t o g e t h ­
er. Yes, the  cu te  l i t t l e  devil  in the  gre en  snowsuit  is 
you and the  guy giving you the  windmill  r ide c 'es t  moi 
(you b e t t e r  be taking French in high school or your  
mom will kill you). I rem ove d  t hes e  pho tos from the  
fami ly  album this a f t e r no o n  and I'll b e t  they ' re  
r e f e r r e d  to as long-lost  pho tos . Call the  gr an d p ar ­
en t s  ov er  and show eve ry o n e  the  photos,  things will be 
f ine in no time.

I guess I'm rambling but  I've been ov er wh e l m ed  
e v e r  since t h a t  b i t t e r s w e e t  day  a l i t t l e  over  a ye a r  
ago. Your mo th e r  and I had both had ne ws  from our 
doctors:  she w a s  p r e g n a n t  and I had lymphat ic  cancer.  
Knowing you w e r e  gr owing  inside k ep t  your mothe r  
f rom falling a p a r t  on the  outside,  /^ f  this point,  hav- 
ing held you in my arms  and seen glimpses o f  the  young 
man you'll become,  I don t  w a n t  to  go. I have you to  
live for. It isn't fair! God must  rea l l y  be into this infi- S:
ni te  one-ac t  co me dy  w i t h  no intermission.  I guess i t  §
could be worse ,  i f  he w e r e  into t r a g e d i e s  we 'd  all r e a h  f
ly be s cr ew e d .  I'm not  being sacrilegious: I've been  
through the s t a g es  o f  g r i e f  and humor helps me find 
my acc ep tance .  I hope this doesn t  d is turb you too  
much but  this l e t t e r  helps my  ac cep tance .  It helps me  
come to  t e r m s  w i t h  being fo r c e d  to  leave you.

Dip in the b r ie fc ase  one more t ime, son. There's  
lots t h e r e  but  find a slim l ea th er  port fo l io  w i t h  a z ip­
p e r  around it. Inside you II find a s e t  o f  life insurance  
policies w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  benef ic iar ies  and Crnie as 
p o w e r  o f  a t t o r n e y .  Upon r e c e i p t  o f  my  d ea th  c e r t i f i ­
ca te ,  each poys  hal f a million dollars. Since I don t  
know how things will  turn out  for  you, I bought  policies 
on m y se l f  the  da y  I k n ew  I would die. Call i t  fraud,  call  
i t  desperat ion,  bu t  I r e fu se  to  leave you wi t h o u t  know­
ing if  your  educat ion is se cu re d  or  if  your mo th e r  s 
n e w  husband (if any) is taking ca r e  o f  you in the w a y  
I would like. There is a pol icy t h e r e  for  her  also, if s 
the  l ea s t  I could do for  this woman whom I love so 
much and has given me you. 3 y  now your Uncle Ernie  
has p u t  hal f the  bene f i t s  into my  f r iend  Hilly s compa­
ny up in 'Redmond, Washington.  He's a p r e t t y  s m a r t  
guy but  i f  his /Microsoft  idea doesn' t  take  o f f  the  o th e r  
hal f  o f  the  bene f i t s  are  in blue chip s t u f f  so you should 
both be fine in f i f t e e n  years .

There's  so much I w a n t  to  t el l  you but  I guess I 
have to  be co ns id er a te  — I mean, how long can this l e t ­
t e r  go on, r ight? Son, I honest ly  don't  know if I m doing 
this more fo r  you, or for  me. The f a c t  t h a t  you re  
reading  this means t h a t  I've de f i ed  fate .  On this your  
f i f t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y  know t h a t  I haven t  gone ge n t l y  
into t h a t  good night" and I've i m p a r te d  a t  l eas t  a final 
goodbye  to  you when you can use i t  most.

Kiss your m o t h e r  fo r  me.  /^s I look a t  you in your  
crib now i t  hi ts me t h a t  I love you more than life i tself,  
/ ) /e x ,  and I hope you rea l i ze  i t  f i f t e e n  ye a rs  from now.

Fore ver,
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Cool srass 
damp
with the mornins dew, 
white virgin feet 
caressed 
by the freshness 
of a new day.
The grass
its soft wetness
cooling the feet
as well as the mind,
mystical feet
sweet and bare
Celestial body and limbs
move gracefully
in the sun’s
first light.
Her golden hair 
is lifted by the wind 
making it one 
with the rays of sun.
The wind is sweet 
and fresh

like her alluring 
smile.
With her angelic feet 
she glides 
hardly touching 
the ground 
stepping 
on the clouds 
of life’s sorrows 
compacting them into 
nothingness.
The air 
is fragrant.
Purple and orange blossoms 
dance
in the crisp breeze 
to the music of nature.
She hears it too.
Twirling
in her white gown 
churning 
milk into 
cream.

T i n a  V a l e n t i n
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S t e v e  G r e e l e y  

Ca r e s s  it ,

SMOOTHLY POWDERED.

R espect  it s  st r en g t h , it s  po w er ,

ITS PAIN.

Curve round w ith  d elic ate f in g e r ,

LET EDGE SLIP INTO FLESH.

R ed DROP, RED DROP,

SUCH A LOVELY COLOR.

W hat a creation 

THIS w ea po n ,

that in s p ir e s  SUCH d evotion ,

SUCH LOVE,

SUCH h a tred ,

SUCH PAIN.

A MAGNIFICENT THING WE MAKE IT, 

THAT CAUSES SO MUCH PAIN.

T i n a  V a l e n t i

Tatyana B ar

I  TOOK UP SMOKING

WHEN I FOUND OUT I WAS PREGNANT

SO THAT

I COULD KILL THE YOU

INSIDE OF ME

B ut I ONLY ENDED UP WITH MOUTH CANCER

A nd Y ou

REMAINED FESTERING

LIKE A TUMOR 

IN MY WOMB.



T I N V A L  e  N T  I N



M  r m  r s
J  P\5 0 N T  U -R £ T S KY

Notions o f  form and subs tance b le ar ed  and s m e a r e d  b ene a th  the ske le tal  peel  B e n e a t h  fl imsy  
co a t s  o f  flesh the  dazzl ing skele tons  shimmer and p r o t r u d e  Tongues o f  slab, s t r e t ch in g  the  fabric,  
interna l  so cke t s  g lare and f lare  D i f fe r en t i a t io n  dissolves.. /Androgyny.. 'Reciprocity. ,  the  sublime 
The black, the  bleak and the  sheik

Standing  on the  blue pub horizon amids t  the  s team~smoke and laser  light Po ten t ia l  lovers prancing  
and lashing w i t h  arms  in gothic  e t h e r e a l  dance E le c t r i c  haze swir ls  the  per iphery,  wiping a r r o ­
gance f rom my  j a w  as you ve j u s t  wa lk ed  in to  encroach and b e r a t e  me and wind my en trai ls  to  
knots.. Force to s t r e t c h  and revea l  f rom the  fo lded  fabr ic  o f  your f l i t t e r i n g  tongue  
the  r a v a g e d  loin feel  o f  your b i t t e r e s t  befal l ings  
ballpoint  shovel  t r e n c h e d  in charb lackened  h e a r t

\ % H 5  

T h e  f o o d  V J a r

'ROBC'RT L .  H  A-R-R I 5 0 n

Cambodia goes we l l  w i t h  spaghet t i ,  
on indo-China it's served.
For Salad,
have some  A \ y  Lai
t o s s e d  w i t h  Viet  Cong.
It will  t a k e  some
Spec ia l  Forces
to  s er ve  a O r ee n  B e r e t .
The w a i t e r s  w e a r  
black pajamas,  
the  gue s t s  
w e a r  khaki green.
F a t  your  Laos w i t h  a fork  
your Thailand w i t h  a spoon 
and cu t  your Viet  Nam  
in hal f  for  no g e t s  d ess er t .
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’11 h a v e  t w o  e g g s ,  s u i in y s id e - u p  w i t h  h o m e f r i e s  
a n d  a s id e  o r d e r  o f  b a c o n . ”

“D o  y o u  w a n t  c o f fe e  o f  t e a ? ”
“C o f fe e  a n d  a g las s  o f  O J .  p l e a s e . ”
“C o m in g  u p ! ” I a lw a y s  r e p l i e d .
I ’v e  h e a r d  a n d  sa id  t h e s e  s a m e  w o r d s  t o  c u s t o m e r s  it 

s e e m s  fo rev e r .  I t ’s w a i t r e s s  l in g o  I s u p p o s e ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  is 
as d e e p  o f  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w il l  g e t  h e r e  a t  t h e  “B o r d e r l i n e  
D i n e r ” b e t w e e n  t h e  c u s t o m e r  a n d  m y se lf .  “I ’ll b e  r i g h t  w i t h  
y o u ,  H u n . ” I w o r k  fo r  t h i s  g u y  n a m e d  P e te .  H e ’s as  m i s e r a b l e  
as  t h i s  p l a c e  l o o k s  o n  i ts  b e s t  day. T h is  p l a c e  is n o t  m u c h  to  
lo o k  a t  b y  t h e  way. I t  h a s  y o u r  5()’s - e s q u e  d i n e r  s t o o l s  a t  t h e  
c o u n t e r  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  b o o t h s  t h a t  c a n  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h o s e  
w h o  p r e f e r  a m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  s i t t in g .  “P e t e ,  w h e r e  is t a b l e  
t e n ’s o rd e r .  I’m  d y in g  o u t  h e r e . ” At e a c h  b o o t h  t h e r e  is a 
sm a l l  j u k e b o x  t h a t  h a s n ’t b e e n  u p d a t e d  in  y e a r s .  P e t e  r e f u s ­
e s  t o  s p e n d  t h e  l in t  in  h i s  p o c k e t  t o  u p g r a d e  a n y t h i n g  in t h i s  
h e l l h o l e .  H e  says  t h a t  i f  h e  r e n o v a t e d  t h e  p l a c e ,  it w o u l d  
lo se  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  m a d e  a “r e a l ” d i n e r  w h a t  it is, n o t  l ike  
t h o s e  g l i tzy  fakes .  H e ’s t a lk in g  a b o u t  t h o s e  d i n e r s  t h a t  h a v e  
n e o n  l ig h t in g  t r a c in g  e v e r y  p a n e l  o f  m o l d i n g  o n  its  w a l ls ,  
a n d  a h u g e  d i s p l a y  o f  m o n s t e r - s i z e d  c a k e s  b e h i n d  t h e  g las s  
c a b i n e t  as  y o u  w a lk  in .  W h a t  c a n  I say  o t h e r  t h e n  t h e  
B o r d e r l i n e  is y o u r  t y p ic a l  g r e a s e - p i t  d in e r .  P la in  c r e a m  w a l ls  
w i t h  s c a t t e r e d  p i c t u r e s  a n d  d im ly  lit  l ig h t s  t h a t  h a n g  a b o v e  
e a c h  t a b l e  is w h a t  y o u  g e t .Y o u  si t  o n  t o r n  s c r a p p y  s e a t s  a n d  
e a t  o i l - d r e n c h e d  f o o d  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  c o m e  b a c k  f o r  m o r e .  
T h e  o n ly  r e a s o n  w h y  1 t h i n k  w e  g e t  so  p a c k e d  is t h a t  w e  re  
t h e  las t  p l a c e  y o u  c a n  g r a b  s o m e t h i n g  to  e a t  o n  y o u r  w a y  
o u t  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  g o i n g  t o w a r d s  Je r s e y .  T e c h n ic a l ly ,  t h e  
d i n e r  is s i t u a t e d  r i g h t  s m a c k  o n  t h e  m id d l e  o f  t h e  b o r d e r .  As 
a j o k e  s o m e t i m e s  I ’ll a sk  t h e  c u s t o m e r ’s w h i c h  s t a t e  t h e y ’d 
p r e f e r  t o  e a t  i n . T h e y  g e t  a k i c k  o u t  o f  t h a t .

“J o h n ,  y o u  w a n t  t h e  u su a l ,  r i g h t  H u n . ”
“S h i t  y e a h  D arla .  M a k e  it a q u i c k i e ,  m y  m is t r e s s  is w a i t i n g . ” 
T h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  w a l k  t h r o u g h  th i s  p l a c e  

e v e r y  day. M o re  r e g u la r s  t h a n  n o t . T h e r e ’s V i to ,  t h e  m e c h a n ­
ic w h o  f ix e s  m y  car. H e  c o m e s  e v e r y  m o r n i n g .  A n d  e v e r y  
m o r n i n g  I m a k e  s u r e  h e  g e t s  a g e n e r o u s  s e r v i n g  o f  h a s h  
b r o w n s .  Y ou g o t  t o  t r e a t  y o u r  m e c h a n i c  l ike  a fam ily  m e m ­
b e r  if  y o u  d o n ’t w a n t  t h e m  t o  r o b  y o u  t o o  b l in d .  I s w e a r  t h a t

w h e n  h e  f ix es  m y c a r  h e  m u s t  c h a r g e  m e  w h a t e v e r  h is  e l e c ­
t r i c  bill  c o m e s  o u t  to  t h a t  m o n t h  r a t h e r  t h e n  w h a t  t h e  a c t u ­
al j o b  c o s t s .  As lo n g  as  h e  d o e s n ’t c h a r g e  m e  t h e  a m o u n t  
t h a t  I h e a r  h e  r u n s  u p  a t  t h e  loca l  bar, m y  t ip s  ju s t  w o n t  
c o v e r  th a t .

T h e n  t h e r e ’s A lex ,  h e ’s a s t r a g g le r  . H e  c o m e s  in o n c e  a 
m o n t h  fo r  h is  E g g ’s B e n e d i c t .  S o m e t i m e s  h e ’ll s k ip  a m o n t h  
a n d  m a k e  u p  fo r  it b y  h a v in g  b r e a k f a s t  o n e  m o r n i n g  a n d  
v e g g e  o u t  till  n o o n  to  w a i t  fo r  t h e  l u n c h  s p e c ia l  o f  t h e  day. 
1’h o s e  d a y s  I h a t e  t h e  m o s t  c a u s e  h e  ju s t  s t a r e s  i n to  s p a c e  
a n d  says n o t h i n g  fo r  h o u r s ,  r o b b i n g  m e  o f  p o s s ib l e  m e a s ly  
t ip s .  O n  t h o s e  d a y s  I m o v e  l u n c h  u p  o n e  h o u r  e a r l i e r  to  ge t  
h i m  t h e  he ll  o u t  o f  h e r e .  I ’ve  g o t  a l iv in g  to  m a k e ,  y o u  k n o w .

T h e n  t h e r e  a re  t h e s e  t w o  g e n t l e m e n  t h a t  c o m e  in o n c e  a 
year.  F o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  t h e y  s t i c k  in m y m in d  e v e n  t h o u g h  
t h e y  o n ly  d i n e  h e r e  s e l d o m .  W h e n  t h e y  a r r i v e  t h e y  a c t  as if 
t h e y  h a v e n ’t s e e n  e a c h  o t h e r  in q u i t e  a w h i l e .  I r e m e m b e r  
o n e  o f  t h e i r  n a m e s  as b e i n g  L uce .  H e ’s a d a r k  k in d  o f  guy, 
a n d  I ’m s u r e  t h a t  h is  n a m e  is a b b r e v i a t e d  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I’h e  
o t h e r  fe lla  I d o n ’t real ly  r e m e m b e r  t o o  m u c h  o t h e r  t h a n  h e ’s 
g o t  l o n g  w h i t e  c u r ly  h a i r  a n d  a g l o w  to  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y . l ' h e y  
h a v e  b e e n  c o m i n g  h e r e  to  d i n e  as l o n g  as  I ’v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  
h e r e  m y s e l f .T h a t  w o u l d  b e  16 y e a r s  if  I ’m n o t  m is ta k e n .  P e te  
t e l l s  m e  t h a t  t h e y ’v e  c o m e  h e r e  s i n c e  h e  o p e n e d  th i s  p l a c e  
25  y e a r s  ago .  T h e y  a r e  d u e  to  b e  h e r e  t o d a y  as  a m a t t e r  o f  
fact .  E very  S e p t e m b e r  2 1 s t  a t  10 :59 ,  t h e y  a r r iv e  a n d  t h e  
r e u n i o n  b e g in s .  I t ’s 10 :5 8  n o w  a n d  I d o  b e l i e v e  I s e e  t h e i r  
c a r s  p u l l i n g  u p  as  I s p e a k .Y e p ,  i t ’s t h e m  fo r  su re !  I g u e s s  i t ’s 
t im e  fo r  m e  t o  d o  m y  job .

“W ell  h o w  t h e  H e c k  a r e  ya L uce ,  y o u r  r i g h t  o n  t im e  as 
u su a l .  H o w ’s life b e e n  t r e a t i n g  y o u ? ”

“I t ’s b e e n  a h e l l  o f  a y e a r  D ar la ,  H ah ,  H a h ,  H a h ! ” H e  a lw a y s  
l a u g h s  a t  h is  o w n  jo k e s .  I s e e m  to  n e v e r  g e t  t h e m .

“Y ou a lw a y s  c h o o s e  t h e  r i g h t  c h o i c e  o f  w o r d s ,  D a r la .”l ’h is  
h e  m u m b l e s  as  h e  c o n t i n u e s  to  b e l l o w  o u t  lo u d .

“A n d  h o w ’s o u r  o t h e r  f r i e n d  d o i n g  o v e r  h e r e ? ”
“O .K . ,  I s u p p o s e .  1 g u e s s  y o u  c o u l d  say, d iv in e .”T h e  w h i t e -  

h a i r e d  g e n t l e m a n  lo o k s  o v e r  t o  L u ce  a n d  L u ce  is n o w  l a u g h ­
i n g  h a r d e r  t h e n  b e f o r e  as h i s  o ld  f r i e n d  a n s w e r s  m e .  A p r i ­
v a te  j o k e  I g u e s s .

“W ell ,  sha l l  I s e a t  y o u  o r  a r e  w e  g o n n a  s t a n d  h e r e  a n d  
l a u g h  all  a f t e r n o o n .  Is it c o r r e c t  t o  say  y o u  w a n t  t h e  m id d l e



b o o t h  as  u s u a l . ” T h e  m id d l e  b o o t h  is k in d  o f  a n  a t t r a c t i o n  
h e r e  c a u s e  t h e  s e a t  o n  t h e  le f t  is c o n s i d e r e d  to  b e  in N e w  
J e r s e y  a n d  t h e  o n e  o n  t h e  r i g h t  is in  P e n n s y lv a n ia .

L u c e  a n s w e r s  sn o t t i ly ,  “Y ou k n o w  w h i c h  o n e  w e  w a n t ,  
Darla .  W e g o  t h r o u g h  th is  e v e r y  year .  T h e  m id d l e  b o o t h  o f  
c o u r s e ! ”

“N o w  w h y  a re  y o u  b e i n g  so  r u d e  to  t h e  lady, L u ce .  Y ou 
sti ll  a r e  a g r u m p y  m is e r a b l e  m a n  w i t h  f ire  a lw a y s  s h o o t i n g  
o u t  y o u r  ass .” L u c e ’s f r i e n d  a n g r i ly  s n a p s  b a c k  a t  h i m  in m y  
d e f e n s e ,  b u t  o n c e  a g a in  t h e y  b o t h  g o  i n to  a r o a r  o f  l a u g h t e r  
as  t h e i r  s e n s e l e s s  j o k in g  c o n t i n u e d .  A n d  th is  l a u g h i n g  a n d  
j o k in g  c o n t i n u e d  as  t h e y  sat.

“N o w  c a n  1 g e t  y o u  g u y s  s o m e t h i n g  to  d r i n k  w h i l e  y o u  
c h e c k  o u t  t h e  m e n u .  L low  a b o u t  it L u c e ? ”

“Y eah ,  1 s u p p o s e  I ’ll s t a r t  w i t h  a c o f fe e .  B lack ,  p le a se !  
H o ld  t h e  w h i t e  s tu ff .”

“O .K .,  a n d  w h a t  a b o u t  y o u ,  sir.”
“You c a n  ju s t  b r i n g  m e  a m ilk .”
“C h o c o l a t e  m i lk  s i r? ”
“No! No! J u s t  a r e g u la r  m ilk .”
“I’ll b e  r i g h t  b a c k . ” I a lw a y s  a sk  t h e  c u s t o m e r  if  t h e y  w a n t  

c h o c o l a t e  m ilk ,  e v e n  if  t h e y  d o n ’t o r d e r  it. Lley i t ’s fi fty 
c e n t s  e x t r a  h e r e  a n d  t h a t  m e a n s  m o r e  o f  a t ip  fo r  m e .  L it t le  
t h in g s  a d d  u p  to  a lo t.  A n d  s p e a k i n g  o f  a lo t  I ’m  s u r e  L u ce  
a n d  h is  f r i e n d  h a v e  a lo t  to  c a t c h  u p  o n .

L u ce  b e g in s  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n . “( io d ,  d a m n  y o u r  a g e  is d e f ­
in i te ly  c a t c h i n g  u p  to  y o u  o ld  f r i e n d . ”

“Aw, fr ig  y o u  Luce!  A re  y o u  g o n n a  s t a r t  th is  a g e  sh i t  aga in?  
B e s id es ,  I ’m  m a d  at y o u .”

“W h y  is t h a t ? ” L u ce  q u e s t i o n s  c u r io u s ly .
“You to o k  T h e r e s a  a w a y  f ro m  m e  a c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  a g o .” 
L u ce  s h a k e s  h is  h e a d  a n d  r e p l ie s ,  “Y o u ’re  m a d  a t  th a t !  A w  

g iv e  m e  a b r e a k .  Sh e  w a s  a n  o ld  w o m a n  fo r  YOUR sa k e .  Sh e  
d id  all t h e s e  g r e a t  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  t h in g s  all h e r  life, r u n n i n g  
a r o u n d  c o v e r e d  in h e r  l i t t le  s h e e t s .  A n d  1 h a d  e n o u g h  o f  it. 
Loo m u c h  g o o d  fo r  o n e  p e r s o n . ”

“Also y o u  t o o k  a w a y  s o m e o n e  ju s t  as i m p o r t a n t  a w e e k  
e a r l ie r .” I ’h c  o ld  m a n  l e a n e d  c l o s e r  a c r o s s  t h e  t a b le .

“ H u h ? ”
“You k n o w  w h o  1 m e a n .  D o n ’t p lay  s t u p i d  w i t h  m e ,  1 

k n o w  e v e r y t h i n g . ”
L u ce  r e s p o n d e d  ix)rgetfully, “O h  y e a h ,  h e r . . .  W ell ,  1 h a d  a 

p r e t t y  b u sy  m o n t h ,  y o u  g o t ta  a d m i t .  But  c o m e  on!  G iv e  c r e d ­
it w h e r e  i t ’s d u e .  1 g o t  r id  o f  B lo n d ie  t o  d i v e r t  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  
a n d  t h e n  W H A M O , to o k  T h e r e s a  w h e n  y o u  w e r e n ’t l o o k in g . ” 
T h e  o ld  m a n  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d  as if  i m p r e s s e d  b y  L u c e ’s w i t  
a n d  m e t h o d  b u t  w a s  still  a n g r y  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e .

“T h a t ’s n o t  t h e  p o i n t  e n t i re ly .  L uce .  B lo n d ie ,  as y o u  say, g o t  
all t h e  p u b l i c i t y  w h i l e  "Lheresa  s h o u l d ’ve h a d  t h e  s p o t l i g h t .  
I k n o w  e v e n t u a l l y  s h e  h a d  to  d ie ,  b u t  I w a n t e d  h e r  d e a t h  to  
le a v e  b e h i n d  a n  e x a m p l e  all s h o u l d  fo l low .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  
m e d i a  a te  u p  t h e  w h o l e  o t h e r  f ia sco .  T h e  r e a s o n  1 p u t  h e r  
h e r e  w a s  to  s e n d  a m e s s a g e  a n d  s e t  a d e e p  e x a m p l e ,  a n d  h e r  
d e a t h  w a s  s u p p o s e d  to  i m m o r t a l i z e  t h a t .  I n s t e a d  1 g o t  t h e  
w h o l e  w o r l d  m o u r n i n g  f o r  t h e  w r o n g  p e r s o n  a n d  th is  l i t t le  
fag r u n n i n g  aroLind, r e w r i t i n g  s o n g s  a n d  m a k i n g  m o n e y  o ff  
o f  it.”

“1 d o  i m p r e s s  m y s e l f  s o m e t i m e s  o ld  f r i e n d ,  1 m u s t  a d m i t  
I ’m  n o  a n g e l ,  h a h - h a h - h a h - h a h . ”

“K e e p  it u p ,  L u ce .  You t h in k  y o u ’re  rea l ly  fun n y .  W e ’ll s e e  
h o w  m u c h  y o u  l a u g h  w h e n  1 g e t  r id  o f  O c t o b e r  3 1st.”

“Y ou t o u c h  t h a t  d ay  o ld  m a n .  I ’ll r u in  t h e  2 5 t h . ”
“I ’m  ju s t  w a r n i n g  y o u — ”
“O .K . f e l l a ’s h e r e  y o u  g o ,  o n e  c o f f e e  b l a c k  a n d  o n e  m ilk .  

N o w . . .  W h a t  c a n  1 g e t  y ’all  t o  e a t . ” T h e y  b o t h  l o o k e d  a b i t

a n g r y  w h e n  1 r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  t a b le .  “L u ce ,  w h a t  w i l l  it b e ? ” 
“LJhh...  I ’ll h a v e  a b r e a k f a s t - s t e a k  p l e a s e ,  v e ry  r a re  in t h e  

m id d l e . ”
“A n d  w h a t  k in d  o f  t o a s t  d o  y o u  w a n t . ”
“Rye, b u t  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  b u r n  it a b i t .”
“A n y th in g  c o ld  t o  d r i n k  w i t h  t h a t ? ”
“Y eah ,  a V-8 w i t h  p e p p e r . ”
“A lr igh ty ,  a n d  y o u  sir.”
“I ’ll h a v e  a n  e g g - w h i t e  o m e l e t  a n d  to a s t . ”
“W o u ld  y o u  l ike  w h o l e  w h e a t ,  r y e ,  p u m p e r n i c k e l ,  o r  

w h i t e ? ”
“W h i t e ,  p l e a s e . ”
“A n y th in g  c o ld  f o r  y o u  as w e l l? ”
“N o , l  h a v e n ’t e v e n  t o u c h e d  m y  m ilk  y e t ,  a n d  if  m y  f r i e n d  

h e r e  c o n t i n u e s  to  b e  a p a i n  in  t h e  ass,  h e ’ll b e  w e a r i n g  it.” 
L u ce  s c r e a m s , “A h h h h h  I ’m m e l t i n g , I ’m  m e l t i n g ! ” I b e l i e v e  

h e  w a s  q u o t i n g  t h e  W iz a r d  o f  O z  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l ike  th a t .  
T h e y  s u r e  a re  a c t i n g  real ly  s t r a n g e  th is  year.  I t ’s p r o b a b ly  
b e s t  1 ju s t  m in d  m y  o w n  b u s in e s s .  “I ’ll b e  b a c k  b o y s ,  
b e h a v e . ”

T h e  t w o  m e n  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h e  o ld  m a n  
r e s u m e d ,  “B ack  to  w h a t  I w a s  s a y in g  b e f o r e  L uce ,  I ’m  w a r n ­
in g  you!  Y ou  b e t t e r  s l o w  d o w n  a n d  le t  t h e  r e s t  o f  th is  y e a r  
g l id e .  B e s id e s ,  t h e  h o l id a y  s e a s o n  i s n ’t t h a t  fa r  o f f — “

“Y e a h ,Y e ah ,  H o -H o -H o !” L u ce  s a i d . “D o n ’t te l l  m e  h o w  to  
d o  m y  jo b .  Y ou k n o w  d a m n  w e l l  w e  m u s t  c o e x i s t ,  a n d  t h a t  
m e a n s  t h a t  sh i t  is g o i n g  to  h a p p e n .  I t ’s b e e n  h a p p e n i n g  fo r  
a lo n g  t im e  m y  f r i e n d .  A n d  as l o n g  as  y o u ’re  a r o u n d .  I ’m  
a r o u n d .  A n d  t h a t  m e a n s  l o t ’s m o r e  sh i t  is o n  t h e  way! 
E x c u s e  m e ,  I g o t  to  m a k e  a cal l .”

N o w  I n e v e r  b u t t  in to  p e o p l e ’s b u s i n e s s  b u t  t h e s e  t w o  
siu 'c  a re  a c t i n g  b i z a r r e .  It s e e m s  t h a t  L u ce  h a s  le f t  fo r  a 
m o m e n t  to  m a k e  a cal l  o r  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  h is  f r i e n d  is ju s t  
s i t t i n g  t h e r e  w i t h  h is  fa c e  b u r i e d  in h is  h a n d s ,  s h a k i n g  h is  
h e a d  in d i s g u s t .  I b e t t e r  g e t  t h e i r  f o o d  q u i c k  b e f o r e  t h e y  
s t a r t  f ig h t in g  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  B u t  hey,  w h a t e v e r  it is t h e y ’re  
f i g h t in g  a b o u t ,  I ’m  s u r e  it c a n ’t e v e n  c o m p a r e  to  w h a t ’s 
g o i n g  o n  in  C h i n a  r i g h t  n o w .  I ju s t  h e a r d  b e f o r e  o n  t h e  r a d io  
t h a t  a n  e n o r m o u s  e a r t h q u a k e  h i t  t h e r e  n o  m o r e  t h e n  f ive  
m i n u t e s  ago .  Life s u r e  is q u i r k y  s o m e t i m e s .Y o u  n e v e r  k n o w  
w h e n  y o u ’re  g o i n g  to  go .  U h -O h ,  h e r e  c o m e s .  L uce .

“D id  y o u  ju s t  d o  t h a t ? ”T h e  O ld  m a n  q u e s t i o n s  L u c e  as h e  
r e tu r n s .

“W h a t !  ” L u c e  r e p l i e d  w i t h  q u e s t i o n i n g  e y e s  a n d  a w r i n ­
k led  f o r e h e a d .

“T h a t  p h o n e  ca l l  y o u  ju s t  m a d e ,  dam n - i t !  I h e a r d  w h a t  ju s t  
h a p p e n e d  in C h i n a  o n  t h e  r a d io ! ”T h e  o ld  m a n  y e l led .

“O h  y e a h . . .  W ell ,  y o u  k n o w . . . ,  t h e y ’v e  g o t  a p o p u l a t i o n  
p r o b l e m  o v e r  t h e r e  t h a t  ju s t  h a d  t o  b e  t a k e n  c a r e  of. T o o  
m a n y  p e o p l e  o v e r  t h e r e  in m y  o p i n i o n .  N o t h i n g  l ike  a g o o d  
q u a k e r  t o  m a k e  s o m e  r o o m . ”

“I d o n ’t b e l i e v e  y o u .  I ju s t  f i n i s h e d  t e l l in g  y o u  to  s lo w  
d o w n ,  a n d  lo o k  w h a t  y o u  d id .  Y ou  a re  rea l ly  p u s h i n g  m y  
p a t i e n c e  t h i s  year .”T h e  o ld  m a n  t r e m b l e d  in an g er .

“O h ,  g o  c r e a t e  a m i r a c l e  o r  m a k e  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  in  s o m e  
l a d y ’s u n d e r w e a r  o r  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  s t o p  b o t h e r i n g  m e  
a b o u t  t h i s  c r a p .  L e t ’s ta lk  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  e ls e ,  y o u ’re  b o r ­
in g  m e  h e r e . ”

“O h  really! S o r ry  fo r  b e i n g  s u c h  b a d  c o m p a n y ,  LUCE!”T h e  
o l d  m a n  s t r e t c h e d  f o r  a m o m e n t  t o  r e la x  a n d  c a lm  d o w n .  

“So, h o w ’s y o u  s o n  d o i n g ? ” L u c e  a sk s  w i t h  a  sm irk .
“O h ,  J e s u s  C h r is t !  H e ’s b e e n  a p a i n  in  t h e  ass  lately . H e  

k e e p s  o n  t e l l in g  m e  h e  w a n t s  t o  g o  b a c k  h o m e .  E v e ry  d a y  h e  
k e e p s  o n  a n n o y i n g  m e  w i t h , T  w a n t  t o  g o  b a c k ,  I w a n t  t o  go  
b ack !  T h e  m o r o n  w o n t  g e t  t h r o u g h  h i s  h e a d  t h a t  h e  c a n ’t



a n d  w i l l  n e v e r  e v e r  s t e p  f o o l  o n  E a r th  
ag a in .  “

“W h a t  a S c h m u c k !  ” L u ce  i n t e r v e n e d .
“Aw, b e  q u i e t  L u ce ,  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I 

m e a n .  I f  t h e  s e c o n d  c o m i n g  o f  m y  s o n  
e v e r  c a m e  a b o u t ,  t h e n  w h a t  in  t h e  
w o r l d  a re  t h e s e  m o r t a l s  h e r e  g o i n g  to  
h a v e  to  b e l i e v e  in  a f t e r  th a t .  All h o p e  
w o u l d  b e  g o n e  a n d  los t .  T h e y ’d h a v e  
n o t h i n g  to  lo o k  f o r w a r d  to .  B e s id es ,  
w h o  w o u l d  b e l i e v e  h im .  T h e r e ’s a b o u t  
6 0 0  b u m s  in  N e w  Y ork  a lo n e  t h a t  c la im  
to  b e  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  H e  d o e s n ’t g e t  th is  
t h r o u g h  h is  sku l l .  1 h a v e  a r a c k e t  to  
r u n .  A n d  p a r t  o f  t h a t  r a c k e t  is k e e p i n g  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  b e l i e v in g  t h a t  TH E  LORD 
is c o m i n g  s o o n  to  sa v e  t h e m  all. It 
k e e p s  t h e m  in  o r d e r  d o w n  h e r e  w h i l e  
y o u ’re  o u t  t h e r e  t r y in g  to  s c r e w  it u p . ”

“I ’ll a d m i t ,  I ’m  a p a in  in  t h e  ass  n o w  
a n d  t h e n ! " L u c e  p o l i s h e s  h i s  n a i l s  as  h e  
c o m m e n t s  w h i l e  c h e c k i n g  o u t  h is  
r e f l e c t i o n  in  h i s  f in g e rn a i l s .

“Y e ah ,  w h a t e v e r .  B e s id e s ,
I ’m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  m i l i ta ry  
a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
w o u l d  ju s t  r e c e iv e  h im  
w i t h  o p e n  a r m s  if  h e  
c a m e  f lo a t i n g  d o w n  
f r o m  t h e  s k y  a n d  
j u s t  s a v e d  t h e  
w o r l d .  O h ,  y e a h  
t h e y ’d a c c e p t  t h a t  
a l r i g h t .  H is  l u c k  
t h e y ’d f ire  a m i s ­
si le  a t  h i m ! ” T h e  
o ld  m a n  sa id  s a r ­
c a s t i c a l ly .  “A n d  
w h i l e  I ’m  s p e a k ­
in g  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  
f l o a t  in t h e  air, 
w o u l d  y o u  m in d  
c u t t i n g  th is  f ly in g  
s a u c e r  c r a p  d o w n  
a b i t .  S o m e  p e o p l e  
a r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  b e l i e v e  ui 
a l i e n s  m o r e  t h e n  
r e l i g i o n ,  C h r i s t  a n d  
G o d ,  a n d  y o u  k n o w  1 
c a n ’t h a v e  t h a t . ”

“N o p e ! ” L u c e  a n s w e r e d .  “N o  way, a r e  
y o u  k id d in g  m e .  Y ou g o t  y o u r  c h a n c e  
to  c r e a t e  m a n k i n d  in  y o u r  o w n  l ik e ­
n e s s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  way, m a y  I m e n t i o n  
y o u  h a v e  n o  i m a g i n a t i o n .  I w a n t e d  m y  
o w n  c r e a t i o n ,  h e n c e ,  l i t t l e  g r e e n  m e n  
a n d  t h e i r  f ly in g  s a u c e r s . ”

“Y o u ’r e  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  o t h e r  o n e ,  
L u ce .”

“O h  B ig fo o t ,y ea h  m y  M o nkey-m an!  H e  
w a s  a c le v e r  o n e ,  I t h o u g h t .  S a sq u a tch  is 
r ig h t  u p  th e r e  w i th  m y  g re e n -m e n ,  n o t  as 
clever,  b u t  c o m m e n d a b l e  t h o u g h .  But 
yeah  y o u ’re  r igh t,  y o u r  so n  c a n  b e  a

m o r o n  so  m et im  e s . ”
“T h a t ’s n o t  w h a t  I ’m  sa y in g  L u ce ,  

y o u  k n o w  t h a t .  I ’m  sa y in g  t h a t  h e  d o e s ­
n ’t n e e d  t h e  a g g r a v a t i o n  o f  c o m i n g  
b a c k  h e r e .  H e  n e e d s  t h a t  l ik e  h e  n e e d s  
a h o l e  in  h i s  h e a d . ”

“O r  in  h is  h a n d s  a n d  f e e t ! ” L u ce  
q u ic k ly  r e p l i e d  w i t h  a sm irk .  “Let m e  
g u e s s  o ld  f r i e n d ,  d o n ’t CROSS y o u ,  
h u h ! ”

“O h ,  y o u  ju s t  d o n ’t s t o p  ev er ,  d o  y o u ,  
L u c e ! ” T h e  o ld  m a n  s n a p p e d  b a c k .  “So 
tel l  m e ,  h o w  h a v e  t h in g s  b e e n  d o w n  
t h e r e  b e s i d e s  all t h e  h a v o c  t h a t  y o u  
c a u s e  u p  h e r e . ”

“I c a n ’t c o m p l a i n  o ld  f r i e n d .  I t ’s st ill  
as  m u c h  f u n  as w h e n  y o u  o r ig in a l ly  
k i c k e d  m e  o u t  f ro m  y o u r  p a l a c e  a b o v e  
y o u  l i t t le  b a s t a r d ,  y o u .  You k n o w  t e c h ­
n ica l ly  i t ’s y o u r  fau lt  t h a t  evil  e x is t s . ” 
L u c e  s t a t e s  boldly .

“D o n ’t y o u  t h i n k  I k n e w  w h a t  I w a s  
d o i n g  w h e n  I g o t  rid  o f  y o u ,  L uce .  O f

c o u r s e  I h a d  to  k ick  y o u  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  
T h e r e  h a s  t o  b e  a b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  
t w o .  T h e r e  h a s  t o  b e  a n  “A N T l-“ to  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  e x i s t s  o t h e r w i s e ,  I ’d b e  
b o a r d  o u t  o f  m y  m in d .  W h y  d o  y o u  
t h i n k  I k n o c k e d - u p  M a ry  a n d  h a d  a 
s o n .  I m m a c u l a t e  C o n c e p t i o n  m y  ass,  
s h e  w a s  d e a d  a s l e e p  o n e  n i g h t  a n d  m y  
n o r t h  s t a r  w a s  s h i n i n g  b r i g h t  a n d  h i g h  
in  t h e  sk y  i f  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I m e a n .  
I s n ’t t h a t  w h a t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
d o e s  n o w  a days .  T h e y  g e t  t h e i r  g i r l ­
f r i e n d  o r  s o m e b o d y  k n o c k e d - u p  a n d  
h a v e  a k id ,  t h e n  g e t  m a r r i e d  a n d  t h e n

t h e y ’re  m i s e r a b l e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  life. 1 
ju s t  s k i p p e d  t h e  m a r r i a g e  p a r t .  1 do!  I 
do!  Well 1 d o n ’t! I t ’s b e c o m e  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  way,  1 t h in k . ” L u ce  s t a r e d  in 
d i s b e l i e f  as  t h e  o ld  m a n  f in is h e d  his  
s p e e c h .

“E x c u s e  m e ,  d id  y o u  ju s t  say, t h a t  o r  
is it t im e  fo r  m y  m i l l e n n ia l  h e a r in g -  
t e s t ? ” L u ce  s u r p r i s in g ly  asks .

“You h e a r d  m e  L uce .  Very  c le a r ly  
t o o .  A n d  I m e a n  w h a t  I s a id ! ”

“W h o h . . . ,  it l o o k s  l ike  w e  n e e d  to  
ta lk  a l i t t le  m o r e  in d e p t h  h e r e .  Aw 
sh i t ,  h e r e  c o m e s  o u r  fo o d ,  i t ’ll h a v e  to  
w a i t  till a f t e r  o ld  f r i e n d .”

“H e r e  y o u  g o  b o y s ,  a b r e a k f a s t  s t e a k  
m o o i n g  w i t h  a s i d e  o r d e r  o f  b u r n t  Rye 
b r e a d  fo r  y o u ,  L uce .  A n d  h e r e  fo r  y o u  
s i r  is y o u r  e g g  w h i t e  o m e l e t  w i t h
w h i t e  t o a s t .  C a n  I g e t  y o u  a n y th i n g  e ls e
b o y ’s?”

“Y eah ,  D a r la .” R e p l i e d  Luce .
“W h a t  c a n  I g e t  ya, H u n ? ”

“C a n  y o u  b r i n g  m e  a n
a p p l e ? ” L u ce  a s k e d  as  t h e  
o ld  m a n  s i g h e d  a n d
s m i r k e d  a t  h im .
“Sure ,  g iv e  m e  a c o u p l e  o f  
m in u t e s ,  I ju s t  g o t  to  g e t  
a n o t h e r  o r d e r  o u t  a n d  I'll 
g e t  y o u  o n e . ”
“An a p p l e .  Luce .  W h a t  a re  
y o u  o n  a d i e t  all o f  a s u d ­
d e n .  D o n ’t g e t  m e  w r o n g ,  it 
m a k e s  s e n s e .  A r a re  b r e a k ­
fast  s t e a k  w i t h  a s i d e  o r d e r  
o f  b u r n t  r y e -b r e a d  a n d  an  
a p p l e  p le a se !  Ha ha! Yeah ,  
c a n  ya b r i n g  m e  a d i e t  s o d a  
w i t h  t h a t  as  w e l l ,  m y d o c ­
t o r  sa id  I g o t t a  w a t c h  my 
c a l o r i e  i n ta k e .  L u ce ,  y o u ’re  
k id d in g  m e ,  r i g h t ! ”
“Y o u ’ll s e e .  J u s t  s h u t  u p  
a n d  e a t  y o u r  e g g - w h i t e  
o m e l e t ,  h o l d  t h e  t a s t e  
p l e a s e ! ” L u ce  b a r k e d  b a c k .  
B o th  o f  t h e m  b e g a n  to  e a t  
t h e i r  b r e a k f a s t .  T h e  o ld  
m a n  jo y fu l ly  k i c k e d  b a c k  

a n d  v e r y  s lo w ly  a n d  c a lm ly  a te .  L u ce  
w a s  m o r e  c u r i o u s  as  to  t h e  w h e r e ­
a b o u t s  o f  D a r la .  S o o n  e n o u g h  s h e  
r e t u r n e d  b a c k  to  t h e  t a b le .  “W ell  L u ce ,  
s o r r y  t o  say, b u t  w e  d o n ’t h a v e  an y  
f r e sh  f ru i t  today ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p l e s ,  b u t  
I d id  m a n a g e  to  s c r o u n g e  u p  a n  o ld  ja r  
o f  a p p l e - s a u c e .  W ill  th i s  d o  y a ? ”

L u ce  m a d e  an  a w k w a r d  f a c e . “ I t ’s n o t  
e x a c t ly  w h a t  I h a d  in m i n d . A n d  i t ’s n o t  
g o i n g  to  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t ,  b u t  1 
g u e s s  i t ’ll d o .  1 c a n ’t e v e n  
t e m p . . . f r i g . . . g o d . . . r e a l  a p p . . . ” L u c e  
a n s w e r e d  as  h i s  v o i c e  s h r u n k  to  a 
m u m b l e  as  h e  c o n t i n u e d  to  e a t .



“A h i g h t y  t h e n ,  e n jo y  ya m e a l ! ” D ar la  
w a lk s  a w a y

“A rc  y o u  h a p p y  n o w  L u ce ,  y o u  g o t  all 
y o u r  f r ig g in  f o o d  g r o u p s  r i g h t  in  f r o n t  
o f  y o u .  Y o u ’re  t h e  d a m n  p o s t e r  c h i ld  
f o r  t h e  B o a rd  o f  H e a l t h  y o u  m is e r a b l e  
b a s t a r d . ’ f l ic  o ld  m a n  l a u g h s  a n d  L u ce  
p l a c e s  t h e  j a r  o f  a p p le - s a u c e  o n  t h e  o ld  
m a n ’s s id e  o f  t h e  ta b le .

“’W h a t  t h e  h e l l  a r e  y o u  g i v in g  m e  t h e  
a p p le - s a u c e  for. L u c e ? ”

“T h in k  a b o u t  it o ld  m a n ,  t h in k  b a c k ! ” 
L u c e  s t a r e s  b a c k  a t  h i s  p l a t e  a n d  t h e n  
i n to  t h e  o ld  m a n ’s e y e s  as  h e  c o n t i n u e s  
to  ea t .

“Lloly c r a p , ” t h e  o l d  m a n  w h i s p e r s  
w h i l e  s c r a t c h i n g  h is  h e a d ,  ”a r e  y o u  
d o i n g  w h a t  1 t h i n k  y o u ’re  d o in g .  A re  
y o u  t r y in g  to  t e m p t  m e  w i t h  a ja r  o f  
a p p l e  s a u c e .  LTA....” T h e  o ld  m a n  b e l t s  
o u t  a g o d ly  la u g h  t h a t  e c h o e s  t h r o u g h ­
o u t  t h e  d in e r .  “I w i s h  I h a d  a c a m e r a  
L u ce ,  th is  is t o o  m u c h !  A d a m  g e t s  a 
f r i g g in  M a c i n t o s h  a n d  1 g e t  a D e l  
M o n te .  I lo v e  it, b r a v o  L uce ,  b ra v o .” 

“W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  o ld  m a n ,  t h a t ’s 
all t h e y  h a d .  You h e a r d  t h e  w o m a n ,  a n d  
s t o p  l a u g h in g ,  it a i n ’t f u n n y ! ” "fhe o ld  
m a n  c o n t i n u e s  to  la u g h ,  n o w  e v e n  
h a r d e r .  “ I sa id  s t o p  it. G r a n d p a !  D o n ’t 
m a k e  m e  g iv e  t h a t  o ld  m a n  o v e r  t h e r e  
a c o r o n a r y .  E ven  b e t t e r .  I ’ll d o  in Darla .  
You k n o w  I’ll d o  it.”

“( i o  a h e a d  L uce ,  t h a t  m a n  is 8 7  y e a r s  
o ld .  Lie b e t t e r  d ie  s o o n  , o t h e r w i s e  t h a t  
m e a n s  1 s c r e w e d  u p  s o m e w h e r e  d o w n  
t h e  l ine .  A n d  as  far a D arla  is c o n ­
c e r n e d ,  s h e ’s b e e n  w a i t i n g  o n  us fo r  16 
f r ig g in  y e a r s  a n d  y o u ’d t h in k  s h e ’d 
k n o w  o r  e v e n  ask  o f  m y  n a m e  by  n o w .  
Y ou c a n  h a v e  h e r ! ”

“W ell,  w e l l ,  1 g u e s s  I ’m  c o r r e c t  in 
s e n s i n g  th is  s u d d e n  c h a n g e  o f  h e a r t ,  
Mr. D o -g o o d e r .  Y o u ’ve h a d  a s t r a n g e  
t o n e  in  y o u r  v o ic e  s i n c e  w e  g o t  h e r e .  I 
s e n s e  a t u n e  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  c h im e .  A nd  
t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  a r e n ’t b e l l s  o f  joy. H e l l ’s 
b e l l s ,  m a y b e ? ” L u ce  a sks .

“W h a t  a r e  y o u  t r y i n g  t o  say L u ce .” 
“W h a t  I’m  t ry in g  to  say is th a t  I th in k  

y o u r  t ired .  After  all th e s e  years ,  y o u r  t ired  
a n d  b o a rd .  And I k n o w  th is  t im e  a r o u n d  
y o u r  n o t  g o in g  to g o  s c r e w  s o m e  c h ic k  
w h i l e  s h e ’s a s leep .  Y o u r  luck ,  y o u ’d  have  
tw in s  o r  s o m e th in g .  O h ,  no! A n d  m e ,  huh!  
You n e e d  m e  n o w  p ro b a b ly  m o r e  th e n  
ever. W i th o u t  m e  y o u ’d h a v e  n o t h in g  to 
d o  o ld  m a n .  You d o n ’t k n o w  h o w  lo n g  
I’ve b e e n  w a i t in g  fo r  this.  You k n o w  
e x a c t ly  w h a t  t h a t  a p p le  s a u c e  is all 
a b o u t .  It m ay  n o t  b e  a M ac in to sh ,  b u t  yo u  
k n o w  e x ac t ly  w h a t  L m  ask in g  o f  you. 
W h a t  d o  y o u  say o ld  m a n ,  w h y  d o n ’t  yo u  
c o m e  o n  o v e r  h e r e  to  j e r s ey .  T h e r e ’s ju s t  
e n o u g h  ro o m  tbi- tw o .  W h a t  d o  y o u  say.

C o m e  o n  o v e r  h e r e  to  Jersey ,  jo in  m e ! ” 
T h e  o ld  m a n  c o n t i n u e d  to  e a t  h is  

b r e a k f a s t  a n d  e v e r  so  o f t e n  h e  w o u l d  
lo o k  u p  to  L u ce  a n d  s t a r e  a t  h i m  a n d  
t h e n  g o  b a c k  to  e a t in g .  L u c e  w a i t e d  
p a t i e n t l y  a n d  a w a i t e d  a n  a n s w e r .  F a te  
a n d  h u m a n i t y  r e s t e d  o n  t h e  t ip  o f  t h e  
o ld  m a n ’s t o n g u e  a n d  h i s  fo rk  as h e  
l e a n e d  o v e r  t o  g r a b  t h e  k e t c h u p .  H e  
c o n t i n u e d  to  s t a r e  i n to  L u c e ’s e y e s  as 
h e  b e g a n  to  s m o t h e r  h i s  o m e l e t  in 
k e t c h u p  a n d  t o p  t h a t  o f f  w i t h  a h e a l th y  
s h a k i n g  o f  s o m e  p e p p e r .  L u c e  still  
w a i t e d  as d id  t h e  s t e a k  o n  h i s  p l a t e .  
A n d  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  o ld  m a n  f i n i s h e d  h i s  
b r e a k f a s t ,  h e  w i p e d  h is  m o u t h  w i t h  a 
n a p k i n  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  to  a n s w e r  
L u c e ’s offer .

“Let m e  b e g i n  w i t h  t h i s  L u ce .  F o r  
o n c e ,  y e s . . . ,  T a g r e e  w i t h  y o u .  L m  G o d ­
d a m n  t i r e d  if  1 d o n ’t say  so  m y se lf .  I ’ve  
h a d  it w i t h  all o f  th is . . .  a n d  f o r  s o m e  
t im e  n o w  to o .  T h e  las t  t im e  I fe lt  t h i s  
w a y  w a s  a b o u t  a c o u p l e  m i l l io n  y e a r s  
ago .  A n d  w h a t ’s lef t  o f  t h a t  is o n ly  to  b e  
f o u n d  o n  d i s p l a y  in  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m u s e ­
u m s  all o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  I t ’s n o t  fu n  a n y ­
m o r e ,  all p e o p l e  d o  is w a n t ,  w a n t ,  
w a n t .  T h e r e  i s n ’t a p u r e  so u l  d o w n  
h e r e ,  a n y w h e r e !  N o t  o n e !  T h e y ’re  r u i n ­
in g  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I m a d e  m u c h  
q u i c k e r  t h e n  I t h o u g h t  t h e y  w o u l d .  
Last t im e  a r o u n d  t h e y  w e r e  ju s t  k i l l ing  
e a c h  o the r ."L ha t  w a s n ’t f ine  by  m e ,  so  I 
w i p e d  t h e m  o u t ,  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h o s e  
d a m n  r e p t i l e s .  I le f t  o n ly  a f e w  sm a ll  
o n e s  t o  e v o lv e  a b i t  to  l e a v e  as  a 
r e m i n d e r  fo r  t h e s e  b e in g s ,  b u t  t h e y  
h a v e n ’t s e e m e d  to  h a v e  g o t t e n  it ye t.  
T h i s  t im e  a r o u n d  t h e y ’re  s c r e w i n g  
a r o u n d  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  d a m n  p l a n e t .  
S c r e w  th a t ,  s c r e w  t h e m ,  t h e y ’re  g o in g  
to  h a v e  to  s u f f e r  d e a r ly  t h i s  t im e .  I ’m  
r e a d y  to  m a k e  N o s t r a d a m u s  lo o k  l ik e  a 
f u c k in g  p r o p h e t .  All t h e  c y n ic s  f e a r  
2()()(). T h e y  b e t t e r !  As a m a t t e r  o f  fac t ,  
t h e y  b e t t e r  f ig u r e  o u t  a w a y  to  t r a v e l  
b a c k  in  t im e ,  c a u s e  2 0 0 0  is g o i n g  to  
c o m e  q u ic k .  T h e  n e x t  t w o  y e a r s  a r e  
g o i n g  to  b e  H e l l  m y  f r i e n d ,  a n d  I ’m  
g o i n g  to  n e e d  y o u r  h e lp .  I ’v e  h a d  i t !” 

“YES! YES! FINALLY!” L u c e  s c r e a m e d  
a n d  s t a r t e d  t o  d a n c e  in  h i s  s e a t .  
“R e u n i t e d  a n d  it f e e l s  so  g o o d ! ” L u ce  
s t a r t e d  t o  s in g  as h e  s w a y e d  b a c k  a n d  
fo r th .  “So d o e s  t h i s  m e a n  w e  r e  p a r t ­
n e r s  a g a in ,  c h u m ? ”

“Y ep ,  f o r  o n e  las t  t im e  L u ce .  I t h i n k  
I ’ve  h a d  it  w i t h  t h i s  c r e a t i o n  c r a p .  I ’m  
r e t i r i n g  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  o f f e r  t o  y o u  
if  y o u ’d l ike  to  j o in  m e .  F u c k  t h e  w o r l d ,  
f u c k  t h e  B ib le  a n d  f u c k  h u m a n i t y .  
S h a k e  m y  h a n d  t o  sea l  t h e  d e a l  a n d  
w e ’ll s t a r t  w i t h  to d ay .’’L u c e  e x t e n d s  h i s  
h a n d  a n d  t h e  c la p  s o u n d e d  as  b o t h

m en’s palms meet echoes so loud that 
the music from the juke boxes skipped 
at every single booth.

“That seals it old man, it’s a done 
deal.”

“I h o p e  y o u  c a n  k e e p  u p  w i t h  m e  
L u ce ,  I ’m  p r e t t y  p i s s e d - o f f  d e s p i t e  t h e  
sm i le  o n  m y  fa ce .”

“T h a t ’s n o t  a sm i le  o ld  m a n .  T h a t ’s a 
g r i m a c e  t u r n e d  u p s i d e  d o w n  o n  th a t  
m u g  o f  y o u r s .  I ’ll s h o w  y o u  h o w  to  
sm i le .  My c h e e k s  a re  s w o l l e n  a t  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h e  day  f r o m  all t h e  sm i l in g  I 
d o . Y o u ’ll s e e .  Evil is F U N !”

“What do you say we skip the check  
and get started? We have two years to 
do this, and I really want to be com ­
pleted by New Years of ‘99. The only 
ball that w ill be dropping that year will 
be the moon as it suddenly spins out of 
orbit towards Earth, hah!”The old man 
said w ith vigor.

“W e re  st i l l  g o in g  to  d o  a b u n c h  o f  
s t u f f  in  b e t w e e n  th a t ,  r i g h t ! ”

“D o n ’t w o r r y  L u ce ,  t h a t ’s j u s t  t h e  
f in a le .  Y o u ’ll b e  a b le  to  d o  w h a t e v e r  
y o u  w a n t . ”

“C a n  I m a k e  t h e  a l i e n s  a t t a c k  E a r th  
a n d  t h e  s a s q u a t c h ’ i n v a d e  N e w  Y o rk ?” 

“Yes, L u ce ,  y o u  c a n  e v e n  u se  y o u r  
a l i e n s  a n d  b i g f o o t ! ” T h e  o l d  m a n  
r e p l i e d  as  if  h e  w e r e  t a lk in g  to  a  c h i ld .  
B o th  m e n  p r o c e e d e d  to  t h e  d o o r  as 
t h e y  s k i p p e d  t h e  c h e c k .  T h e y  c o n t i n ­
u e d  to  ta lk  as t h e y  c a s u a l ly  le f t  u n n o ­
t i c e d  as  i f  t h e y  w e r e  n e v e r  t h e r e  to  
b e g i n  w i th .

“B u t  y o u  g o t  to  l e t  m e  h a v e  t h e  f i r s t  
m o v e  L u ce ,  I h a v e  a n  o ld  f r i e n d  I w a n t  
t o  v is i t  in  W a s h in g t o n .  At r i g h t  a b o u t  
n o w  h e  o u g h t  t o  b e  f i n i s h in g  h is  jo g  
a n d  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  s lu g  d o w n  a b u r g ­
e r  o r  t h r e e  a t  M c D o n a l d ’s. W h a t  d o  y o u  
t h i n k  L u ce ,  s h o u l d  I g iv e  h i m  a Big M ac  
a t t a c k  o r  h a v e  h im  c h o k e  to  d e a th ?  ” 

“Let h i m  c h o k e !  T h e  p r e s s  w i l l  lo v e  
th a t .  B e t t e r  c h a n c e  f o r  a w i t t y  h e a d ­
l in e .  B u t  g e t  t h i s . . . a f t e r  t h a t ,  l e t ’s s t o p  
o f f  in  C a l i fo rn ia ,  I t h i n k  i t ’s t im e  t h a t  
s t a te  b e c o m e  a n  I s l a n d . . . ”

“Y e a h . . . ”
“W o u ld  y o u  lo o k  a t  t h a t  P e te !  L u ce  

a n d  h i s  f r i e n d  s k i p p e d  o f f  w i t h o u t  p a y ­
in g  t h e  c h e c k .  S o n ’s o f  a b i t c h e s .  A n d  
lo o k ,  t h e y ’re  b o t h  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  
s a m e  car.  T h a t ’s a l r ig h t .  I ’ll ju s t  ca l l  in  
t h a t  p l a t e  n u m b e r  a n d  w e ’ll s e e  h o w ' 
fa r  t h e y  g e t .  L it t le  b a s t a r d s ,  a f t e r  s ix ­
t e e n  y e a r s  t h a t ’s t h e  t h a n k s  t h a t  p e o ­
p l e  g iv e  y o u .  May G o d  s t r i k e  d o w n  
b o t h  o f  t h e m .  T h e y ’re  p u r e  evil ,  i s n ’t 
t h a t  r i g h t  P e te .  Hey, P e te .  Y ou  m i n d  i f  I 
t a k e  a b r e a k .  I ’m  g e t t i n g  t h i s  s h o o t i n g  
p a i n  d o w n  m y  r i g h t  a rm .  A n d  is i t  h o t  
in  h e r e  o r  is it  m e ? ”
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As a s t u d e n t  in 1969 R o n a ld  M c G u i r e  h e l p e d  to  f ig h t  fo r  o p e n  a d m i s s io n s .T h i s  f o r u m  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  

C U N Y  a n d  s t u d e n t s  i n v o lv e m e n t  in  b e g i n n i n g  o p e n  a d m is s io n s .

Q j

" F o l l o w  M e  H o m e "  w / D i r e c t o r  P e t e r  B r a t t  

M a r c h  1 2 t h  6 : 0 0 p m  R e c i t a l  H a l l  1 - P
W e a v in g  t r a d i t io n s  o f  N a t iv e ,  A f r ic a n  a n d  Lat in  c u l t u r e s ,  t h e  f i lm  te l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  f o u r  a r t i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  

a c r o s s  t h e  U.S. l a n d s c a p e .

P o l i t i c a l  P r i s o n e r s  

M o n i f a  A k i n w o l e  M a l c o l m  X  G r a s s r o o t s  M o v e m e n t

H e r m a n  F e r g u s e n  J e r e c h o  M a r c h

M a r c h  1 9 t h  1 : B 0 p m  -  3 : 3 0 p m  W i l l i a m s o n  T h e a t e r  1 - P
A f o r u m  to  e d u c a t e  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s  b e in g  h e l d  in  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p r i s o n  s y s te m .  B u i ld in g  to  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  m a r c h  o n  W a s h in g t o n  o n  M a r c h  2 7 t h  f o r  J e r i c h o  ‘98.

M i c h a e l  P a r e n t i  

M a r c h  2 5 t h  2 : 3 0 p m - 4 : 3 0 p m  W i l l i a m s o n  T h e a t e r  1 - P
A u t h o r  o f  “D e m o c r a c y  fo r  t h e  F e w ”, P a r e n t  is c o n s i d e r e d  a l e a d i n g  v o i c e  a m o n g  p o l i t i c a l  p r o g r e s s i v e s .  H e  d i s ­

c u s s e s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  im p e r i a l i s m ,  c o r p o r a t e  e c o n o m i c  p o w e r  a n d  t h e  i n v e n t e d  re a l i ty  o f  n e w s  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  

m e d ia .

P o l i c e  B r u t a l i t y  

C a r l  D i x - O c t o b e r  2 2 n d  C o a l i t i o n  

P a r e n t s  A g a i n s t  P o l i c e  B r u t a l i t y  

A p r i l  2 n d  1 : 3 0 p m - 3 : 3 0 p m  G r e e n  D o l p h i n  L o u n g e / C a m p u s  C e n t e r

A p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  p o l i c e  b ru ta l i ty .

P r o f e s s o r  L o u i s e  T i l l y

P r o f e s s o r  o f  H is to r y  a t  New S c h o o l  f o r  S o c ia l  R e s e a rc h

W o m e n  a n d  S o c i a l i s m  B e t w e e n  t h e  W a r s  

A p r i l  9 t h  1 : 3 0 p m - 3 : 3 0 p m  R e c i t a l  h a l l  1 - P
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