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No Justice No Peace 
CSI Students Rally Against 

Police Brutality 
BY L K ) I L > ' L I N A H A N 

Black, white, fuck Giuliani! echocd 

through the CSI campus on the after-

noon of Wednesday March 23, as stu-

dents rallied against police brutality. The 

trend of student apathy at CSI seemed 

temporarily nonexistent as a group of 

about sixty students marched from the 

campus center to the front of the library. 

The students chanted anti-police brutality 

and anti-Giuliani slogans in response to 

the fatal February 5th shooting of Amadou 

Diallo. Students were especially enraged 

because the officers who killed Amadou 

had not yet been indicted. However, the 

rally was also aimed at challenging a polit-

ical system which allows such atrocities to 

happen. 

Upon reaching their destination, the 

library, students were given a chance to 

voice their opinions on police brutality, 

CSI Students March for Amadou Diallo 

the killing of Amadou Diallo, and how Giu-

liani relates to those issues. The open 

mike forum was hosted by freshman, 

Leslie-Ann Alvaradous, who passionately 

demanded the active participation of her 

fellow students in the fight against police 

brutality. On the MOVE! she cried out, in 

an open expression of her admiration 

towards a group of revolutionaries known 

as MOVE who spoke out against police 

brutality and other social justice issues 

some twenty years ago. There were about 

thirteen speakers, some with conflicting 

views of how the issue of police brutality 

should be dealt with, but all in agreement 

that the death of Amadou Diallo proves 

that there is an issue of police brutality in 

this city, which needs to be addressed. 

The overall message that most speakers 

tried to convey is that change requires the 

participation of every one, that to stop 

police brutality we need to organize and 

be active in the movement. Organize 

wherever you are, stated William Wharton 

who was a key 

figure in orga-

nizing the 

event. We 

have to make 

police brutali-

ty every ones 

business, stat-

ed Mr. Whar-

ton, he then 

c o m m e n t e d 

on how police 

J^r u t a 1 i t y 

affects his 

c o m m u n i t y , 

Staten Island 

is the most 

racist, sexist, 

place in New 

York. I don t 

fear the peo-

ple in my 

community, I 

fear the 

police. He then stated. Amadou Diallo 

didn t hurt anyone, he was trying to live 

the American Dream. Where is hisAmeri-

Voice Editor Iman El-Sayed speaks 
er Mumia 

can Dream now? Shot forty one times! 

The demonstration did not consist 

entirely of students, Professor Calvin Hold-

er, of the CSI History department, voiced 

his opinion as well. Look at how the 

pohce department functions as an institu-

tion, it could not behave the way it has 

over the years if it did not have the sanc-

tion of the organizations in this city, stat-

ed Professor Holder. He then urged stu-

dents to participate in the struggle against 

police brutality through organizing and 

voting. Manjula Wijerama, a student, 

rejected the idea of reforming the police 

all together, claiming that It s not a few 

bad apples, it s a rotten barrel! Mr. Wijera-

ma is a militant revolutionary who feels 

that the police department, along with the 

entire capitalist system needs to be over-

thrown. 

Some speakers related there personal 

experiences with police brutality. I ve 

seen police brutality, Ive been put in a 

police car and beaten. I don t know 

Amadou, but I m going to fight for him, 

stated student, Kwan Burton. I am an 

to the crowd about political prison-
Abu-Jamal 

immigrant from Barbados, stated Diane 

Isaac, I have three sons. Any one of my 

sons could be in the position of Amadou, I 

weep for them. 

Tabitha Elkins, another CSI student, 

delivered an especially powerful speech 

about the role that police brutality plays 

in a capitalist society and how blacks and 

whites need to unite in fighting oppres-

sors If one of us is oppressed we are all 

oppressed, she stated. We are being 

brainwashed. Poor white people fighting 

poor black people for dinky jobs...this is 

about human rights, our rights are being 

taken away by corporations. Another stu-

dent, Jeremy Burnstein, lead the group in 

counting to forty one as a representation 

of the forty one bullets that were fired at 

Amadou Diallo. 

Overall, the demonstration proved that 

the student body at CSI is not completely 

apathetic. There are in fact many students 

who care about civil rights issues and are 

willing to stand up for what they believe 

in. The movement may be small, but it is 

growing. 

What s So Fair About a Fair 
Hearing? 

by Michelle Payton-Ganrett 

A fair hearing is the process by which a 

person challenges a decision made by the 

Human Resources Administration (HRA). 

A welfare client can file for a judge to 

decide the issue in dispute. 

On February 23, 1999 I went to my fair 

hearing. The issue was whether HRA had 

correctly computed my allowances for 

childcare and carfare expenses since 

August 31, 1998. During this time I had 

been receiving public assistance for a 

household of four, myself and my three 

children ages 11,8 and 2. 

I first requested a (air hearing over the 

issue on October I t, 1998. Wiiy did it take 

S nioiitlis for me to finalh get niy hearing? 

HKA was ania/ingl> elTicicnt in le tting my 

childcare provider know that she was only 

getting paid for the period of October 21 

to January 4 because they had already 

signed off on the paperwork. 

1 finally received my fair hearing on Feb-

ruary 23 and the judge ruled in niy favor. 
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He stated that HRA had failed to provided 

sufficient evidence to support their deter-

mination. The judge ordered HRA to re-

compute my childcare and transit 

allowances immediately and disperse my 

check. The judgement was signed and 

dated February 26,1999. 

Today s date is April 5 and neither my 

childcare provider or I have received one 

penny from HRA. I will once again be 

forced into court with a lawyer to get HRA 

to comply with a court ordered decision. 

How long must I wait? 

As a college student on public assis-

tance it is extremely difficult to fight these 

battles with HRA and the Mayors office. 

Students Against WEP (SAW), a group 

formed this semester to fight for students 

rights, desperately needs your assistance. 

If you are a college student that receives 
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public assistance or you are opposed to 

the slave labor of the Work Experience 

Program (WEP), please come and see me. 

You can call me at (718) 876-5115 or 

5126. We need to come together and act 

as one voice for our futures in college are 

surely in doubt. 

If you are a student or faculty member 

who truly believes in CUNY s mission to 

educate the poor and low income people 

you cannot stand still for what the mayor 

is doing. We must work to pass laws that 

will protect people not punish them 

because you might be in my shoes one 

day. 

If you want to help call or come to the 

office of the College Voice , Room lC-230, 

(718) 982-3091 or Student Government 

Room lC-2()7 (718) 982-3082. Until next 

time! 
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College Voice SG Endorsement 
The Editorial collective of the College 

Voice, the political journal of the College 

of Staten Island, hereby endorses the slate 

of students known as the Rally slate. Orga-

nized around our comrade Kwan Burton 

and containing Voice members Leslie-Ann 

Alvaradous, Dionne McLaughlin, Renee 

Marhong and Olsuji Oluwole, this slate 

offers the brightest possibilities for pro-

gressive change. Creating a student gov-

ernment that is aimed at connecting the 

campus to the community and the strug-

gles of working people with the struggle 

of CUNY students should be two of the 

primary objectives of this grouping. 

Actively engaging in struggles on and off 

campus through a program of direct 

action will create an environment con-

ducive to organizing for positive change. 

Re-igniting the connection between the 

campus and the radical intellectual com-

munity will also produce positive results 

for the student body and locate the 

government within the left communi-

ty in New York City. 

The Editorial collective also recog-

nizes the very real dangers of involv-

ing radical students in the bureau-

cratic swamp of student government. 

The bureaucratic meeting receives 

primacy over revolutionary action 

continued on pg.A 
The next SG President Kwan Burton 

1998-1999 Stupid Government Report Card 
Publications 

Publications Commissioner John Olsen managed to do nothing quite effectively after initially attempting to micro-manage publications. Few publications 

meetings were actually held, in fact more were cancelled than held. Under the Olsen regime, the Banner, once a weekly publication, managed only one issue 

amid allegations of monetary improprieties and the Millennium, the supposed "Club" paper entirely collapsed. The Voice benefited from being left alone and 

is in the process of producing its sixth monthly publication. Nothing was dome to upgrade the seriously damaged computer facilities of most publications. 

Olsen's attempts at micro-managing the publications were cut short after he became familiar with the First amendment and was a by-product of the gen-

eral collapse of the government. Thanks for a sleepy semester John! 

CSICIUHS 
For the second consecutive year CSI clubs suffered under the dictatorship of Joanne Gallo via her favorite front-boy Morgan Healy. The Club Council, the 

most powerless representative organization on campus, continued to act as a Gallo talk shop - you sit down and I talk! All the free food in the world can 

be pumped into a meeting and that won't make it democratic. 

Let's not forget that Gallo/Healy and co. were the ones directly responsible for the two and a half-month late club chartering process last semester. Blocked 

from a democratically elected space on the government because of a series of violations, Gallo managed to re-create herself as the Club Council Coordina-

tor?!!? Gallo/Healy have made a political living by doing the minimum - We have a Club Fair every year? Here's a Club Fair! Look how hard we work! - while 

claiming the maximum. 

CSI Clubs desperately need a government response to their needs, a club commissioner who can think "outside of the box" (a box produced by the CSI 

administration) and an overall club organization which exercises REAL democratic power not a group that consults the decision making bureaucrats. 

Student Services 
Need we say more than Coffee Hours!!! Student Services Commissar Andre Woods, everyones favorite administrative lackey managed incredible feats of 

ignorance. In his furious attempt to appear as "efficient" as possible. Woods decided to cancel coffee hours at the library. By doing so he managed to cut 

off half the campus from coffee, the smallest compensation one can receive for paying $53 a semester, and eliminated a job for a fellow student. 

I am thoroughly convinced that ten years from now, we will have the opportunity to tune in to channel 9 at 2:00am and watch - "Doing It The Bureau-

cratic Way! Ten Easy Steps to Become an Administrative Drone" with Andre Woods. From charging a male Voice editor with sexual harassment to spending 

hundreds of dollars to pick out the correct pastries for the coffee hours he cut in half, Woods gets an A+ for entertainment value and an F- for performance. 

Community Outreach 
Is F the lowest we can go? After a government which dedicated itself to linking the campus to the community, this Gallo/Healy crew could write a text-

book on how to keep the community off campus. We must understand that by doing nothing an organization is saying something. Open Admissions shut-

down - Nothing. WEP program gets a home on campus - Nothing. TAP cut proposed by Pataki - Nothing. Amadou Diallo is shot at 41 times - Nothing. Not 

even the most insignificant gesture, passing a motion at the table condemning the NYPD, Pataki, Giuliani or the Board of Trustees. The government actually 

passed a motion which banned community members from boarding the bus going to the April 24th demonstration for political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal! 

Student issues don't end at the gates of CSI, the neighborhoods we go to after classes end are an integral part of our lives and must be addressed. An 

activist student government engages the plight of CUNY students on multiple levels and has a responsibility to provide leadership at crucial moments. 

Studem leadership 
How's this for a policy of student leadership? Let's get as many students as possible together so they can kiss President Marlene Springer's ass and if they 

kiss it real good maybe we'll get some good stuff! If you throw in some minor squabbling and anti-administrative rhetoric that about sums up the leader-

ship strategy of this student government. 

It's a little difficult to demonstrate student leadership when half your slate quits in the first two months. Jay Baitner perhaps the most rationale member 

of the government left in the first month after tiring of the dictatorial Gallo and the weak kneed Healy. Finance Commissioner Kaleen McCabe quit two 

months in to the new government after a falling out with Gallo. SG Senator Meredith Fogelman was verbally and physically attacked by Gallo after a Stu-

dent Government meeting in which Fogelman opposed Gallo. After SG Senator Alycia Parker was banned from the government following a racial incident, 

the government did nothing - not a motion, a declaration or demonstration - in her support. SG President Morgan Healy then a member of the Student Fac-

ulty Disciplinary Committee that convicted Parker, actually quit the commission the meeting before the verdict was delivered thereby sealing her fate. 

Overall 

Vote for 
Change 

As one CSI administrator remarked recently, "This is the ,most pathetic Student government in the history of student governments!" Nothing more needs 

to said when the bureaucrats themselves deliver that type of critique. Gallo/Healy/Woods have delivered the student government back into the hands of 

the CSI administration through incompetency and inaction. They have neutered the student controlled institution with the largest amount of funding and 

the greatest possibilities for positively influencing students lives. Change, a movement towards an activist based progressive student government with the 

guts to stand up to administrative authority and fight the battles that count deserves the votes of the CSI student body. 

As the time for student government elections roles around once again it is crucial that the current government of Gallo/Healy/Woods is harshly criticized 

for their lack of action. Sidestepping and ignoring crucial social and student issues is the path of bureaucrats, confronting and organizing for change is the 

job of activists. The choice is obvious - action or nothingness. 
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CUNY After Open Admissiens 
Reclaiming Civility 

From: Vice President Carol Jackson <CSIMAIL/JACKSON> 

To: *Everyone 

Date sent: Wed, 7 Apr 1999 12:51:13-0400 

Subject: Teleconference -Reclaiming Civility 

REMINDER! REMINDER! REMINDER! 

Dear Colleagues, 

The College of Staten Island will host a national teleconference, 

Faculty on the Front Line - Reclaiming Civility in the Classroom on 

Thursday, April 8,1999 

2:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

Center for the Arts 

lP-119 

The teleconference promises to provide some strategics for addressing 

inappropriate student behavior. All members of the college community are 

invited to attend, including faculty and staff. 

Panelists will include Dr. Gerald Amada, author of Coping with Misconduct 

in the College Classroom, Michael Poindexter, Vice President of Student Ser-

vices at the Community College of Denver, and Dr. Joan Middendorf, Director 

of the Teaching Resources Center at Indiana University. 

Please consider attending this interesting video presentation, even though 

this program is during our Spring break. 

Refreshments will be served. 

Carol 

Carol Jackson 

Vice President for Student Affairs 

718 982-2335 

CUNY Security 
Armed and Ready 

- O riginal Message 

From: Ronald B. McGuire <ronmcguire@worldnet.att.net> 

To: CUNYTALK@listserv.cuny.edu <CUNYTALK@listserv.cuny.edu> 

Date: Saturday, April 10, 1999 2:34 PM 

Subject: Lethal Force At CUNY 

Yesterday I received 35 pages of receipts for ammunition, weapons and 

accessories purchased for CUNY Security from late 1995 to early 1998. The 

information was forwarded to me by the student editors of the Hunter 

Envoy who made a Freedom Of Information 

Law ( FOIL ) request to obtain the material. 

The receipts appear to indicate that during a 20 month period from April 

1996 through January 1998 CUNY Security purchased over 80,000 rounds of 

ammunition, including at least 4^000 rounds of hollow point ammunition. 

The receipts show purchases including 25 Clock automatic pistols, with 15 

round magazines and six night sights as well as 400 units of pepper spray, 44 

units of MACE. 

Most disturbing, the purchases included 390 rounds of shotgun ammuni-

tion (110 rounds of 12 gauge buckshot, 130 rounds of 12 gauge slugs and 150 

rounds of birdshot or skeet). 

Who has the authority to authorize CUNY security to use buckshot? 

Under what circumstances will CUNY security fire shotguns? 

This material should be presented to concerned elected officials before it 

is too late. Any suggestions? 

I am indebted to Keith Higgenbotham and the other student journalists on 

the Hunter Envoy for uncovering this material. 

continued from pg.3 

and this leads to bureaucratization. Student 

government does not create revolutionaries 

it destroys them! Much attention must be 

paid in order to maintain a radicalized gov-

ernment capable of enacting change. 

The new student government should 

aggressively battle against racism, sexism 

and homophobia while supporting all fight 

back efforts by other workers and students. 

The CVEC views the demographic and polit-

ical composition of the slate, a majority peo-

ple of color and majority women, as a good 

point from which to build a government. In 

addition to this, the slate contains the Gay, 

Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and Transgendered Presi-

dent, The Presitlent of High Society and our 

comrades from the Voice. We encourage the 

student b.ody of CSl to choose progressive 

change and vote for the following students. 

VoteFor: 
Kwan Bur ton 

Renee Marhong 

Dee Smi th 

Shen ika Asp ina l l 

O l s u j i O l uwo l e 

D i o nne McLaugh l i n 

Ka th i McHugh 

George Spr inger 

Lorra ine H i l de rb rand 

Leslie-Ann Alvaradous 

Cur t is Thomas 

Dan ie l l e D iBerna rd i no 

Mered i th Fogelman 

Eguene Mart in 

Lisa Beatha 

Augusta Emokpae 

ilfOf Yourself With 
Knowledge, Read 

the GoUege Motee 
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STOP NATO 
Bombs Abroad 
Bullets at Home STOP NATO 

COLLEGE V O I C E E D I T O R I A L 
Defeat Imperialist Mvirder from the 

Bronx to Belgrade!!! 
The police mentality that drives Ameri-

can domestic policy is also the driving 

force of American foreign policy. As minor-

ity and working 

class neighbor-

hoods are occu-

pied by trigger 

happy cops in the 

US, bombs ram 

down on the peo-

ples of Yugoslavia 

and Iraq - all in the 

name of peace . 

Black youth, like 

Amadou DiaUo are 

sacrificed by racist 

cops on the streets 

of NYC for the 

sake of preserving 

the quality of life 

for Wall Street yup-

pies. 

A m e r i c a n 
domestic policy 

like American foreign policy is a policy of 

divide and rule. Iii the US, Blacks, Latinos, 

immigrants, youth and whole sections of 

the American populace are targeted by the 

State as de facto criminals to be policed, 

incarcerated and brutalized. This policy of 

racial classification and segregation has 

served to construct the illusion of white 

privilege , which for the majority of work-

ing class and poor whites , is a pathetic 

lie. 

Unfortunately, the psychology of domi-

nation imposed by the American State has 

been partially successful. It is easier to 

CUNY Students and Faculty prepare to be Arrested in 

Civil Disobedience Action for Amadou Diallo 

hate, ridicule and dehumanize those who 

are vulnerable. An illusion of superiority, 

of privilege, is created in the minds of 

those who are not being treated like crim-

inals, even if they are simultaneously 

being downsized from their jobs - they 

think at least I m better off than them . 

Similarly, American foreign policy crimi-

nalizes whole peoples - the Iraqis, the 

Serbs, the Cubans, the North Koreans, the 

Chinese - and, through its mass media 

complex, lulls people into supporting or 

turning their backs on fellow humans 

being bombed to hell. Since when can the 

US, wh ich has committed genocide 

against the original inhabitants of Ameri-

ca, that enslaved Africans, that bombed the 

Japanese with nuclear weapons, that 

napalmed 2 million Vietnamese to death, 

talk about self-determination? 

In fact they do not support the right to 

independence of the Kosovars in 

Yugoslavia. They are using the plight of 

the Kosovars as a cover to bomb 

Yugoslavia. The plan of the American 

imperialist State is nothing short of world 

domination. The world will be a US mar-

ketplace and anyone who does not follow 

the rules will be demonized and annihilat-

ed.What arrogance for the US with its mis-

erable history of genocide and slavery to 

intervene in the affairs of a sovereign 

states in Europe (Yugoslavia) and the Mid-

dle East (Iraq). 

The bombing of Yugoslavia is a criminal 

and immoral act just as the killing of 

Amadou Diallo was a criminal and 

immoral act. However, both crimes are 

being justified by the State. In the case of 

the police killing of Amadou Diallo the 

widespread outrage of New Yorkers, par-

ticularly the Black and Latino communi-

ties, has exploded the lie that murder is 

justifiable simply because its carried out 

by the State. As broader sections of the 

population are waking up and realizing 

that Amadou was executed, the friends of 

the people Democrats and other defend-

ers of the racist, capitalist status quo are 

scurrying around trying to channel peo-

ples outrage into a safe channel. The 

police are good and helpful , they cry, we 

just need to train them better, and oh yes 

give them a pay raise and they won t kill 

anymore. 

The struggle against police brutality at 

home must be one with the struggle 

against imperialist world police brutality 

abroad. Every murder that the US gets 

away with whether its on the streets of 

NYC or in Yugoslavia or Iraq serves to 

strengthen and embolden the murderous 

State. It follows that every defeat of this 

murderous state apparatus at home or 

abroad is a victory for all people, every-

where. 

The multinational working class of New 

York must demand an end to police bru-

tality and an end to imperialist bombing in 

Yugoslavia and Iraq. The racist imperialist 

policy of divide and conquer must be 

countered with the workers policy of sol-

idarity and action. 

The Police Cannot Be Reformed 

^ 1 1 f 

SPEECH D E L I V E R E D BY 
M A N J U L A W I J E R A M A 

NO Justice No Peace. 

There has been a lot of talk by politi-

cians and so-called community leaders 

after this most recent police murder 

about reforming the police. 

They know that people around NYC 

particularly the Black, Latino and immi-

grant communit ies but also many work-

ing class whites are 

greatly pissed off about 

the escalating police vio-

lence against unarmed, 

innocent people. 

They know that large 

numbers of people no 

longer have any faith in 

the NYPD and the sys-

tem that it is a part of. 

Politicians w h o dis-

agree with racist asshole 

Giul iani but generally 

fully support the NYPD 

and the system are trip-

ping over each other try-

ing to get their pictures 

in the media saying they 

feel bad for Amadou Dial-

lo and that they agree Voice wr iter 
that something must be 

done to weed out the few 

bad apples in the good NYPD barrel. 

The barrel is rotten. Its not just a few 

bad cops. Its the whole institution of the 

police that is racist, sexist, homophobic 

and anti-poor. 

For those of you who may disagree 

with this assessment let us look at a few 

important events in the modern Ameri-

can history. 

When African Americans were fighting 

i f** '® 

I • ' % 

Chris Obanya speaks to the crowd at 

CSI March for Justice 

for civil rights in the 60s which side was 

the police on? 

When workers were trying to organize 

unions in the 30s which side were the 

police on? 

When CUNY students fought for open 

admissions to CUNY in the late 60s 

which side were the police on? 

When gays and lesbians fought for 

respect and equality during Stonewall 

which side were the police on? 

When women fought for the 

right to control over their own 

bodies wh i ch side were the 

police on? 

In each and every instance the 

police were there to enforce the 

Law whether that law be racist, 

sexist, and totally unjust the 

police were there with guns and 

batons and horses and pepper 

spray and tear gas to enforce the Law. 

Under this capitalist system the Law is 

on the side of the super-rich. The super-

rich make the laws and the poor are beat-

en and killed by this law. 

So if the police are an institution that is 

specifically designed to enforce this cap-

italist law - that serves only the super-rich 

- how can it,be reformed? 

No, the police and the system that they 

defend must be overthrown by the vic-

tims of this system and that is the vast 

majority of people in America - black. 

white, gay, straight, man, woman, old and 

young must unite and create our own 

organizations to defend ourselves against 

police violence, to defend against job 

cuts, to defend against gay bashing, to 

defend public education, to defend our 

communities and our families from the 

violent greed of capitalism. 

In the memory of Amadou Diallo, 

Anthony Baez and all the victims of 

The super-rich make the 
laws and the poor are beaten 

and killed by this law 

police murder we must pledge to bring 

an end to this Law and Order that says its 

okay to kill black people, to criminalize 

poor people.This violent system of greed 

and bigotry that is called capitalism must 

be overthrown through a massive revolu-

tion of the people and replaced with a 

Law and Order that will end poverty will 

end homelessness will end want and 

deprivation in the midst of great riches. 

No Justice No Peace! 
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A Baby's Death Equals 
A System's Failure 

BY K A T H Y G R O N E N T H A L 

Recently a nineteen-year old woman s 

baby tragically died of starvation due to 

her efforts to breast feed while lacking 

breast milk.As if this were not enough, she 

is being brought up on charges of 

manslaughter. If convicted, she would face 

up to fifteen years in jail. Who is pressing 

these unprecedented charges? The father 

of her child, who was not there to care for 

his family after the birth? Was this a 

question of apathy? The boyfriend, 

whom she was not on good terms, 

advised her to see a doctor. Apparent-

ly the woman sought the customary 

follow-up visit after birth but was 

denied access to medical care due to 

bureaucracy Although the baby was 

medically covered from birth this 

woman was refused a doctor s 

appointment. Troubling issues come 

to mind: 

Is it fair to criminalize a young and 

inexperienced person for an error in 

judgement? Breast-feeding is currently 

very popular, being perceived of as the 

nurturing and correct thing to do. This 

idea is promoted both by mainstream cul-

ture and by the medical establishment. 

Information about the downside of breast-

feeding is not so readily available. Many 

experts agree that it would be easy for an 

inexperienced new mother not to detect 

the signs of starvation in the way that a 

trained medical professional would. 

She sees the baby every day and may 

not notice small weight losses would add 

up over a period of a few weeks. She may 

miss or be unable to cope with the idea of 

her child being sick or in danger. 

Most women need the weeks after preg-

nancy for a time of recuperation. Pregnan-

cy is an ordeal for both body and mind. 

The main reason for the standard estab-

lished leave of absence from employment, 

two weeks before the birth and four 

weeks after, is medical necessity. Assuming 

the mother has kept track of her last men-

strual cycle correctly, the baby s approxi-

mate birth date can be determined within 

two weeks. The company employing you 

does not want you to go into labor at 

work, so this time is given to you. The 

same is true of the time after birth. The 

month you are allowed off from work is 

due to the fact that women can easily 

hemorrhage during that time period (until 

the bleeding stops). Postpartum depres-

sion is also a common occurrence after 

birth. This may not be the best time for 

good judgement or decision making. 

If a person is not aware of the risks and 

consequences of their judgement, and acts 

with the best intentions, can they be crim-

inally responsible for a negative result? Is 

not the real criminal action the denial of 

medical care to our most vulnerable mem-

bers of society, unprotected babies and 

poor mothers? It seems this baby s death 

could have been avoided with proper 

medical advice. 

The role of the father here and in much 

of our general society seems to be 

peripheral, one of distant adviser and 

judge. As a father, he is entitled to his 

grief and perhaps anger. But as a person, 

can he not empathize wi th another 

human being? Was his judgement any 

more correct in 

not utilizing any 

a v a i l a b l e 
sources? If an 

emergency situ-

ation was per-

ceived, why 

wou ldn t he 

have contacted 

that Gestapo 

agency, child 

welfare, w h o can gain access to people s 

houses unannounced and search for signs 

of neglect or abuse, from anonymous 

phone calls. If ever there were a justifica-

tion for calling such a questionable 

resource, this would be it. I have had first-

hand experience with the difficulties of 

breast-feeding.When my first child at first 

refused the nipple, then, after nursing, 

seemed cranky and sleepless. I tried to 

obtain advice by calling La Leche, an 

organization that promotes and assists 

women with breast-feeding problems, 

but they basically advised me some prob-

lems were to be expected and to keep at 

it. Fortunately her father and I discussed 

the matter and were able to agree on sup-

plemental bottles, which solved the prob-

lem, as the milk came in better later on. 

The importance of positive and support-

ive relationships with men after child-

birth and while raising children can t be 

denied. 

Unfortunately, in this particular situa-

tion the young mother had no one to 

consult with about her newborn s health. 

Obviously the problem here is not her 

negligence, but a -failure o f the health-

care system and the position o f single 

mothers in our society. 

She was refused medical attention, and 

the father of the baby w h o should have 

been supportive during the difficult post-

partum time period was the one w h o 

pressed charges against her after the 

babys death. Obviously the problem 

here is not her negligence, but a failure of 

the healthcare system and the position of 

single mothers in our society. 

Shout Outs From the 
Mystery Man!!! 

NYPD= Racist Thugs 

Mayor Giuliani= Adolf Giuliani 

Police Commissioner Safir= 
Chief Wiggum 

CUNY BOT and Presidents^ 
McCarthy Wannabes 

CUNY Peace Officers and Securi-
ty= Paoiucci's Thugs 

PBA and FOP= Murdering Police 
Officers 

Gov. Pataki= Rich Tyrant 

Republicans and Democrats= 
Sellouts 

If you think this is yellow jour-
nalism, I don't think so because 
these are the cowards up above. 
Free Mumia! 
Print this article and erase this 
message immediately 
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MAJOR IN MUSIC 
Attend your own college from 

Monday through Thursday 

E V E R Y F R I D A Y A T L E H M A N C O L L E G E 

Register by Permit 

F t i A d f t m e n t a b o f M u s i c 1 c r c d i t s 

T h e o r i r [ . H » 1 1 I . I V 

E a r T r a i n i n g I J M I I , I V 

M u s i c L i t c m t u r e I , I I 

3 c r e d i t s c a c h 

1 credit each 

3 c r e d i t s e a c h 

Call now and reserve yaur pla€e 
for the Fall semester. 

Every course is offered each'semester. 

Call (718)960-8247 
Department of Music 
Lehman College, CUNY 
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N a t i o n a l 

G u i l t y of W h a t P 
BY JASON BRYLSKI 

Dr. Jack Kevorkian, acting as his o w n 

attorney has been found guilty of sec-

ond degree murder. This seems like big 

news, however it has been pushed from 

the headlines due to the legally sanc-

tioned murder by racist police 

officers, butchering genocidal 

Serbian Nationalists, and NATO 

warplanes. 

As we approach the twenty 

first century, I am reminded 

that Michel Foucault saw that 

there is no progress in History. 

I am also reminded of Harry S. 

Truman s statement, The 

Machines are ahead of 

morals...by centuries. Inno-

cent civilians die at the hands 

of the state in our own city. 

They also die at the hands of 

our military might. They don t 

have to be American to feel the 

wrath of our B-2 bombers. War 

will always be defined as legal-

ly sanct ioned murder. My 

point; life can be beautiful. It 

could also be tragic when it is 

taken away because of some 

states political aims or because 

of a careless cop.* 

All this proves is that society s 

morals have not gotten better only it s 

technology has. That is why a Michigan 

Jury (whom without a doubt do not 

object to war because the state tells 

them not to) decided that Jack 

Kevorkian is guilty because the state 

told them so. 

The trial centered oh the definition of 

murder. Foucault decreed we were all 

prisoners of our own body and our bod-

ies are made docile as [an] object and 

target of power However Tom Youk, 

Kevorkians last assisted suicide (which 

was broadcast on 60 minutes in pr ime 

Dr. of Death or Angel of Mercy? 

Jack Kevorkian 

time) according to his sister did not 

want to become a prisoner in his own 

body." 

Tom Youk suffered in a way in which 

most people never will feel but can at 

least empathize with. He suffered from 

Lou Gehrig s disease, which-in case you 

are not a baseball historian or a doctor-

is fatal.. The pain was agonizing for Tom. 

Hospitals are state institutions. Only 

they have the power to determine your 

fate. For whatever reason, hospitals 

have decided that life is the only opt ion 

for patients, no matter how much the 

patient would rather die. Enter Dr. 

Kevorkian, the most quintessential rebel 

of our time. Dr. Kevorkian doesn t travel 

around the country helping depressed 

teenagers slice their wrists w i th razor 

blades. He helps those people w h o are 

truly suffering, those that are beyond the 

capacity of modern medicine. He helps 

people die wi th dignity. Dignity means 

bringing eternal peace in exchange for 

endless suffering and humi l ia t ion o f 

being kept 

alive by the 

very technol-

ogy that 

destroys the 

patients dig-

nity. 

I respect a 

great deal of 

K e v o r k i a n s 

work. A 

recent CNN poll shows most Americans 

agree. In a recent gallup poll 61% of 

people surveyed felt Kevorkian s meth-

ods were morally sound. So. how then 

did a jury find Kevorkian guilty of mur-

der beyond the shadow of a doubt? 

This is an intriguing and perplexing 

problem. It is also a moral set back for 

all humanity. A precedent has been set 

that redefines what murder is contrary 

to common sense. Think about this for a 

minute; you are deathly ill and suffering 

from a disease that has made you per-

manent ly attached to a bed and a 

machine. You are in constant pain that 

only pills can assuage. Your family cries 

for you, day and night. Their suffering is 

equal to yours. You want to end it all, 

and your family agrees. But the state 

won t allow it. Suicide and assisted sui-

cide are illegal. You are forced to live 

out the rest of your painfully miserable 

life while your doctor drives his Mer-

cedes that he paid for wi th your medical 

bills that keep increasing because your 

country has no healthcare plan and your 

private insurance company dropped you 

like a bad habit when they found out 

you were terminally ill. This can happen 

to anyone. 

Dr. Kevorkian was for some people a 

last line of defense against a state insti-

tution that would strip every last ounce 

of dignity from their dying bodies. And 

now the state wants to pun ish 

Kevorkian. Why? It is not because he is 

a murderer, rather because he is a rebel, 

because he seeks justice in an unjust 

society, because he defies the thin 

boundary between right and wrt)ng 

defined by the state. It just doesn t 

make sense. 

URBAN WARRIOR, 
WHAT ARE YOU TRAINING FOR? 

BY RENEE M A R H O N G 

On Monday March 15,700 troops sup-

ported by 6,000 Marines and sailors along 

with 2,000 civilians, refugees, reporters 

and police invaded California s Oak Knoll 

Naval Hospital and Alameda Point in Oak-

land. The Marines were equipped with M-

16 s, helicopters, Humvees, guns, artillery, 

laptop computers, digital radios and 

acoustical anti-sniper weapons that 

automatically fire .50 caliber bullets at 

the sound of gunfire. In actuality there 

was no real attack, only a show complete 

with actors and scripts. All of this was 

part of Urban Warrior , a military combat 

operation in which 21st century military 

technology could be tested and troops 

could learn how to make massive land-

ings, attack and bombard urban coast-

lines. Local police and firefighters 

would be able to sharpen there response 

to a disaster. 

This war game did not come without 

protest, 22 demonstrators were arrested 

at Oakland City Hall, demanding to see 

Mayor Jerry Brown, the supposed pro-

gressive liberal, who authorized the mili-

tary s operation. Another 100 residents 

protested at the arrival of the ships and 

stealth bombers on Monday morning. The 

demonstrators cries of Child care, not 

warfare and You can t stop our spirit , it 

is strong like a mountain, was barely 

heard over the roar of Sea Stallion and Sea 

Knight helicopters flew by. 

One well known leftist was quoted say-

ing this is just a dress rehearsal for 

war...we think there are just preparing for 

Iraq. But is this really what the goal of 

Urban Warrior is, does the military really 

need to train troops for Baghdad, when all 

they need to know is how to press a but-

ton which releases a bomb? The problem 

the government anticipates may be closer 

to home, it could be in Detroit, San Fran-

cisco or New York. In 1991 the police 

were almost powerless when Los Angeles 

residents took to the streets in riots dur-

ing the Rodney King trial. Here in New 

York Giuliani upgraded the level of police 

force at the Million Youth March, sending 

out cops in riot gear ready for action. 

Could it be that the government is prepar-

ing for the next uprising? After the Diallo 

shooting over 1,200 people were arrest-

ed, demanding that the four policemen 

responsible for his death be indicted and 

arrested. The level of consciousness and 

U.S. MARINES BEGIN INVASION OF OAKLAND 

awareness is rising thanks to state spon-

sored repression. Each case of police bru-

tality opens the eyes of more youth and 

pushes the community to take real action. 

Thus, operation Urban Warrior ensures 

that troops will be ready when the people 

try to take the power back. 

The weekend after the operation, the 

Marines held a march and a public display 

of their weaponry to wide eyed young-

sters, in the Oakland suburb in hopes that 

they would inspire the next generation. 

Demonstrators and residents alike 

responded to this as a recruitment tactic 

masked behind a training exercise. 

COLLEGE VOICE V 2398 APRIL 1999Y) 



I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

Hands Off Yugoslavia! 
The Real Enemy Is At Home! 

I I V R O V ROLLIN 
Bill CliiiUM) ami the ruling rich he rep-

re .̂(.•lUs say Uku Jugoslavia is ou r enemy, 

liut Yugoslavia is not responsible for tak-

ing our jobs aw aw cutting our wages and 

knvering our liN ing standards. Yugoslavia 

is not icspijnsible lor ending welfare as 

we Knovv it, Jugoslavia is not responsible 

lor doing away with open admissions and 

Iree tuition a r CU'NY. Yugoslavia is not 

R sponsible for the army of killer cops that 

daily terrorize the lUack and Latino com-

munities. Yugoslavia is not responsible for 

the torture of Abncr Louima, the murder 

of Amadou Diailo and the attempt to legal-

ly lynch Mumia Abu Jamal with the racist 

death penalty. No, OUR enemy is at right 

here, home.. .on Wall Street and in Wash-

ington. Our enemy is America s ruling rich 

and their Democan and Republicrat politi-

cian pals like Bill Clinton and Rudy Giu-

liani.American workers should oppose the 

bombing of Yugoslavia not because it sup-

posedly strengthens Serb strongman Slo-

Sloboda Bridge after NATOAJS bombing 

bodan Milosevic, but because it strength-

ens Bill Clinton and the American ruling 

class and its ability to wage war against 

workers around the world and in this 

country as well. 

How America Takes Care of Its Own 

After three American serviceman were 

captured by the Serbs, Clinton boasted 

that America takes care of its own. Well, 

Clinton certainly takes care of his own, 

like the bankers and bosses who pay his 

way and who have made record profits 

under his administration. But how does 

Bill Clinton s America take care of its own 

working people. By closing schools, hospi-

tals and factories and throwing people out 

of their homes and on to the streets. And 

how does Clinton s America take care of 

working people in other countries, coun-

tries like Iraq and Yugoslavia. By bombing 

hospitals, schools, factories and homes 

when starving people through embargoes 

and blockades no longer does the trick. 

The same government that makes -war on 

the people of Yugoslavia and Iraq has been 

making war on the living standards of 

working people in this country since the 

seventies. American capitalism s foreign 

policy is the logical extension of domestic 

policy; they are two sides of the same 

coin; they both serve the rich and they 

both harm working people. Every nickel, 

dime and dollar spent on bombing 

schools, hospitals, homes and factories in 

Iraq and Yugoslavia is a nickel, d ime and 

dollar less spent on building tJiem in this 

country! Not one dime, not one man o r 

woman for the imperialist war machine; 

money lor jobs, educuiion. housing and 

healthcai'c instead! 

imperial ism with a Human Face? 

C.linton and the prostitute Pentagon 

press insist that they are bomb i ng 

Y\igoslavia for humanitarian reasons, 

supposedly to save the Albanians, just as 

in Vietnam, they had to bomb villages to 

save them. The only thing that motivates 

them to do anything is protecting their 

profits and their power to make even 

more of them. For these are the same 

humanitarians that have bombed and 

starved the people of Iraq for the past 

decade and continue to do so today 

under the aegis of the UN which they use 

as a fig leaf to legitimize their endless 

acts of aggression around the world. 

These are the same humanitarians who 

bombed the Sudan 

and Afghanistan last 

year. These are the 

same humanitarians 

who supported the 

death squads in El Sal-

vador, the contra 

killers in Nicaragua, 

Pol Pot in Cambodia 

and the women-hat-

ing Taliban thugs in 

Afghanistan and who 

bankrolled bloody 

dictators like General 

Pinochet in Chile and 

Suharto in Indonesia. 

All to guarantee that 

the same bosses and 

bankers who exploit and oppress work-

ers here can do the same in the rest of 

the world with impunity. And let s not for-

get, Bill Clinton is the same humanitari-

an who incinerated 86 people in Waco 

Texas in 1993. And now it s Yugoslavia s 

turn. 

Divide and Rule in the Balkans 

What American imperiahsm really 

doesn t like about Yugoslavia is not Milo-

sevic s persecution of the Albanian Mus-

lims. The US cares as much about the 

Albanian Muslims as they care about the 

Kurdish Muslim victims of their Turkish 

allies, the Palestinian Muslim victims of 

their Israeli allies or the Iraqi Muslim vic-

tims of their own bombs and blockades. 

What they don t like about Yugoslavia has 

nothing to do with the Albanians at all. It 

has to do with the fact that Yugoslavia, 

like Iraq, refuses to bow and scrape to 

every dictate of American imperialism. 

The Balkans is a strategic crossroads 

between Western Europe and the oil-rich 

Middle East and Caspian Basin.Yugoslavia 

is the only country in the Balkans that 

has refused to allow American troops on 

its soil; troops that will be used to crush 

the workers of those countries and the 

workers of Russia when they have had 

enough of the mass misery that Western-

style democracy and the madness of the 

market has brought them. 

That is why the US media has spent 

the last ten years demoniz ing Milose-

vic the same way they did with Nor-

iega in Panama and Sadaam Hus.sein 

in Iraq...to prepare the American pub-

lic for war. As Noam Cihomsky point-

ed out, tossing te rms like genocide 

about is how the media manipulates 

the masses to support more massive 

military action.That s why the US has 

had an Iraq-like embargo against 

YYigoslavia since 1992 and why it 

want s to detach the mineral-rich 

region of Kosovo from what s left of civilian apartment complex bums in Bel-
Yugoslavia. What s left of Yugoslavia, ^ ^ ^^ f^ATO/VS bomb 
because Yugoslavia used to be a multi- ^ ^ 

national state until the counterrevolu-

tion that swept over the former Soviet 

bloc got hold of it and, aided by Germany 

and the US, broke it up into a whole host 

of economically unviable western pup-

pet states, all at each others throats and 

all occupied by US troops. In order to 

enforce this situation the US and its 

NATO allies helped their Croatian and 

Bosnian allies bomb 600,000 Serbs out of 

the Krajina in 1995, the biggest act of 

ethnic cleansing, forced population 

transfers, of the entire war. That is the 

kind of humanitarianism imperialism 

has brought to that region and will con-

tinue to bring until working people there 

unite to put a stop to it. It took the 

Yugoslav socialist revolution to unite 

working people of all nationalities 

against all the nationalists and their impe-

rialist backers during World War II; it will 

take another revolution to do the same 

today only this time they need to create 

not just a Yugoslav socialist federation 

but a federation that encompasses all of 

the Balkans. That is the only humanitari-

an solution for the Albanians...and all the 

people of the region and it is the one 

solution that the US is dead set against 

because it spells dooms for their plans to 

dominate the region by continuing to 

divide it! 

Fight the Bosses, Not Their War! 

So what can antiwar activists in the US 

do? We have to begin build a powerful 

antiwar movement that allies itself with 

the struggles of trade unionists, of Blacks 

and other minorities, of women and gays, 

of all the exploited and oppressed vic-

tims of Washington and Wall Street s war 

on working people. But we cannot build 

any kind of effective antiwar movement 

by allying ourselves to the war-monger-

ing Democratic party of Bill Clinton the 

way the misleaders of the unions, the 

mainstream Black organizations and the 

middle class feminist groups have done 

and will continue to do. They claimed 

that keeping Clinton in and the right-

wing Republicans out was the lesser 

evil. Yet for the Iraqis and the Yugoslavs 

who is the lesser evil? The truth is that 

both bosses parties are equally as evil. 

That is why workers also need to build a 

political party of, by and for the working 

class; a revolutionary socialist party, that 

can make and take the power once and 

for all so that Bill Clinton and his class 

can no longer do any damage here or any-

where else! 

HANDS OFF YUGOSLAVIA! 

STOP THE BOMBING, STOP THE 

BLOCKADE! US/NATO GET OUT OF 

THE BALKANS! 

DEFEND YUGOSLAVIA! 

DEFEAT US /NATO IMPERIALISM! 
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The NATO Bombing: US Imperialism in Aetion 
hy l'urt)pa (iroiiciithal 

In \c-t another fxani|ik- of I S tloniinalion. NATO, wilh lull US suppi)rt. is homhini i 

•̂llt̂ o.sla\ ia. The worsl part is ilial the I niletl Slates is earrxing on ils killint; anti v iolence 

in ihe name of luinianilarianism. 1 low c an w e expeet to j^el (he real siorv. when it is (ien-

eral lileetrie who owns .\1U; aiul eo-ow ns MS/NHC. and w ho is one of the lai-gest miliiar\ 

eontraelors w hieh su|-)plies entwines l o rWV IO jet ri.uhters;' 

The main exeiise is that the homhin.u is to proteet the ri.uhts of the Albanians in Koso-

\ c). How ever, all nationalities in iii-oslax ia are being killed in this w ar, anil their land is 

hein.u poisoned w ith radioaetive depletetl iiraniiini weapons. The Unitetl States ob\ iousU 

does not care about the rii;lits ol the i^ivdoniinanth Muslim .Mbanians, because I S polie\ 

of sanctions aiul w ar is killini^ .-lOO lrac|is e\c r\ da\. w ho are also niostlx Muslim. 

Il was the I iiited Stales antI .XAIC) powers who i-)la\ed a ke\ role in hreakin.u up 

^ ujioslax ia in I I - ^ J . armiii.y anil supporting secessionist nioxenients. l or iS years alter 

World War II, the many nationalities that made up Jugoslavia lixetl togither in peaee. In 

the ei\ il wars that lollowed Ihe break up oT Jugoslav ia. then' were nian\ fatalities anil 

human rights \ iolalions on all siiles. Thi' biggest single aet of ethnie cleansing was the 

foreeil renio\ al of (i()().()()() Serbs iVoni tin- Krajina region of Croatia hy the I S iraineil and 

arnieil (j'oatian niilitar\ in Now. niori than SS,()()() ol 'the peoi-)le made refugeis b\ 

the .X.VIO boiiibing an- these Serbs, w ho were nsettleil in KOSONO. 
I'Aery eruise mis.sile l osts one million ilollars. Insti'ail of using this money for housing, 

healtlieare. eduiation. and other nuieh needi i l social programs, it is put into the miliiar\ 

industry eomplex and big business, w ith no beni fit to thi' working elass here, and at the 

expense of man\ lives across the worlil. 
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

The Big Lie: 
U.S. H u m a n i t a r i a i i i s i t i 

VVi 111 AW \ V i lAii I 
Were not inflicting pain on these 

fuckers, Clinton said, softly at first. When 

people kill us, they should be killed in 

greater numbers. Then, with his face red-

dening, his voice rising, and his fist pound-

ing his thigh, he leaned into 

Tony [Lake, then his nation-

al security adviser], as if it 

was his fault. I believe in 

killing people who try to 

hurt you.. And I can t 

believe we re being pushed 

around by these two-bit 

pricks. 

Clinton ordering the 
bombing of civilian targets 
in Somalia, as quoted in All 
Too Human, George 
Stephanopoulos 

In dealing with aggres-

sors in the Balkans, hesita-

tion is a license to kill. But 

action and resolve can stop 

armies and save'lives...This 

is a humanitarian crisis. 

Clinton after order-
ing the bombing of 
Yugoslavia (NY Times, 
3/20, A:7) 

Searching for a new identity following 

the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Unit-

ed States has offered jtself up as the great 

purveyor of democracy and humanitarian-

ism. The great evil is no longer the threat 

of global Communism but the rise of dic-

tators and demagogues in historically 

unstable regions of the world. The new 

civilizing mission of the U.S. includes 

US Defense Secretary Cohen enjoys a laugh with King Fahd 

Bhi Abd Al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia 

bombing to save lives, economic embar-

go s to increase human rights and positive 

engagement with a large number of the 

most undemocratic regimes to help 

spread global democracy. 

Clinton has referred to the rise of Milo-

sevic as a threat to our national interests 

as the American corporate media machine 

pounds the drums of war. A litany of Milo-

sevic=Hitler commentators 

are trotted out and a never 

ending number images of 

Albanian refugees are present-

ed in the newspapers and on 

television. The suffering of 

persecuted Albanians is unde-

niable, but the suffering of the 

innocent Serbians, Macedo-

nians and Albanians under the 

deadly bombardment of 

US/NATO bombs is equally 

horrific. This policy is consis-

tent with the geopolitical 

interests and tactics of the 

U.S. as we shall see from the 

types of governments the US 

currently and historically sup-

ports. 

We will examine three U.S. 

backed regimes - Peru, Saudi 

Arabia and Kuwait - and use 

the categories of political 

freedom, women s rights and 

woricers rights as a gauge of human rights. 

Not wanting to be accused of fabricating 

left-wing propaganda, the sole source of 

information for this study will be human 

rights reports filed by the Department of 

State in February 1999. 

K U W A T T 
Kuwait the great bastion of freedom, 

was defended by the US against the 

aggression of the first threat to the free 

world Sadam Hussein. While the Kuwati 

ruling class danced the night away in the 

safety of Egypt, US forces terrorized Iraqi 

troops with a barrage of sophisticated 

weaponry. Eight years later the bombing 

and persecution of the Iraqi people con-

tinues unabated enforced by fighter 

planes and a brutal embargo which has 

resulted in the death of over 600,000 Iraqi 

women and children. Hussien's control 

over political power in Iraq has been con-

solidated as the people of Iraq rally 

around him in the face of US imperialist 

aggression. Let s examine the type of soci-

ety the US was fighting to preserve. 

Political Freedom 
Kuwait is dominated by princes from 

the Al-Sabah family who have ruled 

Kuwait in consultation with prominent 

community figures for over 200 years. 

The prince controls the judicial system 

through the appointment and review of 

the renewal of all judges in the country. 

Judges are both Kuwati and non-Kuwaiti 

continued on pg. 15 

Protecting the Kosovars 
ONCE again, and led by the United 

States as usual, a war is being conducted-

this time in Europe- against an unprinci-

pled and racist dictator who will almost 

certainly survive the onslaught even 

though thousands of innocent will pay the 

actual price. The pretext this time is of 

course the persecution, ethnic 

cleansing and continued 

oppression of Albanians in the 

province of Kosovo by the Ser-

bian forces of Slobodan Milo-

sevic. 

No one at all doubts that 

horrible things have been 

done to the Albanians under 

Serbian domination, but the 

question is whether US/NATO 

policy will alleviate things or 

whether they will in fact be 

made worse by a bombing 

campaign whose supposed goal is to make 

Milosevic give up his policies. 

Since, as in most cased, the bombing 

campaign is not all that it seems to be, a 

look behind the headlines is worth the 

effort, especially given the new ferocity 

and willingness to intervene militarily on 

the part of US foreign policy decision 

makers (Clinton, Cohen, Albright ,Berger). 

One needs to remember that since the 

US is a world, and not merely a regional, 

power one calculation that enters each of 

its foreign policy decisions is how the 

deployment of its military might will 

affect the US s image in the eyes of other, 

especially other competitive countries. 

Punishment is its own goal, bombing 

as a display of N A T O authority its 

own satisfaction, esi 

is little chance of retaliation from the 

enemy. 

Henry Kissinger made that point a central 

concern of his Indochinese policy when 

he undertook the secret bombing of Laos: 

your enemies form advancing further, is a 

principal aim of this policy, as it has been 

for Israels policy in southern Lebanon, 

where massive raids on civilian encamp-

ments to absolutely nothing to affect 

Israel s main enemies, the Hizballah guer-

rillas. Punishment is its own goal, bomb-

ing as a display of NATO authority its own 

satisfaction, especially when there is little 

chance of retaliation from the enemy. 

That is one consideration behind the 

current bombing of Yugoslavia. Anther is 

the misguided and totally hopeless goal of 

humbling, and perhaps even destroying 

Milosevic s regime. This, as 

has the case in Iraq, illusory. 

No nation, no matter how 

badly attacked from the air is 

going to rally to the attackers. 

If anything, Milosevic s 

regime is now strengthened. 

All Serbs fell that their coun-

try is attacked unjustly, and 

that the cowardly war from 

the air has made them feel 

persecuted. Besides, not even 

the Kosovo Albanians believe 

that the air campaign is about indepen-

dence for Kosovo of about saving Albanian 

lives: that is a total illusion. 

What transpired before the bombing 

was that the US seems to have persuaded 

the Kosovars that if they went along wit 

the peace plan Kosovo would get its 

independence; this was never said, but 

when there 

only implied, lead-

ing the Kosovars to 

expect NATO help. 

But, as usual, the US 

has never stated 

unequivocally that 

it is for full self-

determination for 

Kosovo as well a 

safeguarding of 

rights for the Ser-

bian minority there. None of this was 

done. And neither wee the consequences 

thought through, i.e., the certainly that the 

Serb forces would respond to NATO bom-

bardment by intensifying their attacks 

against Albanian civilians, more ethnic 

cleansing, more refugees, more trouble for 

the future. There is now talk of 200,000 

ground troops (mostly American) to enter 

the battle and expand the war, with the 

attendant problems of prolonged occupa-

tion, guerrilla warfare, greater devastation, 

more refugees and so on. A lot of this 

comes from the delusion that the US is the 

world s policeman. In the meantime, its 

genocidal policy against Iraq continues, 

and its sanctions policy against other 

Islamic or Arab countries also continues. 

continued on pg. 18 
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O N A 

lebanese Studems Liberate 
Village From Israeli Imperialisis 

I M A K L : I - S A ^ I I ' ) 
South Lebanon has been occupied by 

Israel since March 14 1978. The Israeli 
military set up the security zone to pro-
tect its other occupied settlements in the 
north of Israel. Israel uses the excuse that 
it is protecting its settlements from cross 
border guerrilla attacks. If it is anyone 
who should be protecting themselves 
from attacks it is the Arab population. As 
the years pass, thousands have died and 
fled the Israeli occupied south. The only 
reason guerrillas have attacked the bor-
der of Israel is to try to liberate the land 
and end the occupation. Israel now occu-
pies - (1). Palestine, (2). Golan 
Heights(Syria) and (3). South Lebanon - for 
no reason beside keeping its imperialist 
claws stuck deep in the lands of other 
nations thereby maintaining control and 
power over these areas. Israel poses and 
has posed a threat to all its Arab neighbors 
but still nothing is done to stop it. 

United Nations Security Council 
Kesolutions: 

Ever since Israel stepped foot in 
Lebanon in 1978, many resolutions have 
been adopted. The first resolution was 
adopted on March 19, 1978. Resolution 
425, calls upon Israel to withdraw from all 
Lebanese occupied territories. It specifi-
cally calls for strict respect for the terri-
torial integrity, sovereignty and political 

the US when it targets other non-compli-

They set up a barbed wire fence around 

the village and surrounded it with mines 

to prevent people f rom leaving or enter-

ing their homes wi thout Israeli permis-

sion. 

independence of Lebanon also upon 
Israel immediately to cease its military 
action against Lebanese territorial integri-
ty and withdraw forth with its forces from 
all Lebanese territory . There are many 
other resolutions which have been violat-
ed: 425, 426, 427, 434, 436, 444, 450, 459, 
467,474,483,488,498, 501, 508,509, 511, 
512,513,515,516,517,518,519,520,521, 
523, 529,536,538,542,549, 555,561,575, 
583,586, 587,594,599,609,617,630,639, 
648,659,684,701,734,768,803,852,895, 
938, 974, 1006, 1039, 1068, 1075, 1122, 
1151. All these resolutions call upon Israel 
to withdraw from Lebanon and stop the 
killing of civilians who live in these and 
other areas. Israel has violated every sin-
gle resolution and nothing has been done. 
Other UN security council resolutions 
have been enforced by war, sanctions, 
bombing and embargoes (for example 
Iraq). This shows the double standard of 

Arnoun villagers behind imperialist 

ant countries. The US accused Iraq of vio-
lating the UN resolution and what is being 
done? Iraq gets bombed and an embargo is 
raised which has resulted in the death of 
almost 2 million people. Iraq is said to be 
a threat to its neighbors so what is done? 
Iraq is bombed and the sanctions remain. 
However, what has been done to end the 
genocidal policies of Israel? Instead of 
sanctions it is provided with weapons and 
money to kill more Lebanese and Pales-
tinians. This is unjustifiable and must stop 
immediately or more blood will be shed. 

Israel Sinking Teeth Deeper in 
Lebanon 

Israel s assertions that it wishes to 
withdraw from Lebanon sounds absurd as 
it annexes yet another village said Prime 

Minister of 
L e b a n o n 
Selim Al-
Hoss. After 
bulldozing 
20 homes in 
Arnoun in 
December, 
I s r a e l s 
aggression 
continues 
unabated. 
On Wednes-
day Feb 18, 

Israel seized another village in Southern 
Lebanon to expand its so-called securi-
ty/death zone. Israeli soldiers and allied 
Lebanese militiamen entered Arnoun with 
bulldozers, trucks and jeeps. They set up 
a barbed wire fence around the village and 
surrounded it with mines to prevent peo-
ple from leaving or entering their homes 
without Israeli permission. Almost a hun-
dred villagers, Arnoun once had 3000 resi-
dents, woke up and were told that they 
were now part of the Israeli occupied 
zone. After Israeli bombing and killing, 
most of the residents fled to live some-
where else in Lebanon. Israel has both-
ered the residents in many other ways- set-
ting up checkpoints at the entrance to the 
village, searching homes and detaining res-
idents they accuse of helping Hizbullah. 
Israel Defense Force has prohibited cars 
from entering the area and residents have 
to make a 3 kilometer journey to another 

village on foot. Israel has made the lives of 
the Lebanese people very hard and vio-
lent. They think they can regulate every-
one s life. It is outrageous how we allow 
one people to run the lives of another by 
allowing them to check their homes, 
allowing or refusing people to enter their 
homes only when they want them to and 
occupying their land. 

Never Underestimate the Power of 
the People 

Let the whole world know that Arnoun 
is Lebanese, the whole south is Lebanese 
said Ghassan Daou a student who entered 
the village. On February 26, a group of 

Diab, head of the Communist Party Union 
of Democratic Youth of Lebanon. In 
Beirut, a group of people including min-
isters and deputies staged a sit-in in front 
of the headquarters of the UN Economic 
and Social Commission for Western Asia. 
They sent a letter demanding that UN 
secretary-general Kofi Annan force Israel 
to withdraw from the village. 

The state of Israel has only caused 
problems for the Arab people. The US, 
which is supposed to be the mother of 
Democracy has only proven the oppo-
site. Israel and the US are both built on 
genocide, through the forced relocation 
and extermination of indigenous peo-
ples. I just wish that the Jews that inhab-

We will sacr i f ice o u r b l o o d and sou ls f o r 

A r n o u n . . . ' ' L e t the whole world know that 

Arnoun is Lebanese, the whole south is 

Lebanese" 

students, community leaders and political 
activists gathered in a protest to end the 
seizure of the village. The group of 2000 
shouted Death to Israel as they marched 
to Arnoun, which is 5 miles away from 
the Israeli border, with Lebanese flags 
and metal cutters. Even though there 
were signs saying that the area was 
mined, they still cut through the gates. 
The students bulldozed open the road 
linking the village with the rest of South 
Lebanon. They brought medicine and 
food for 
the resi-
dents of 
A r n o u n . 
T h e 
Israel i s 
were posi-
tioned in a 
h i l l t o p 
overlook-
ing the vil-
lage and 
fired their 
mach ine 
guns over 
the heads 
of the pro-
tes ters . 

We will 
sacrifice our blood and souls for Arnoun 
they chanted. After liberating the village 
the people began celebrating by singing 
and dancing on rooftops. A few days later 
a 10 year old boy was shot in the arm by 
an Israeli soldier. The brave boy was try-
ing to put a flag up at the road leading to 
their outpost. We will remain in the vil-
lage that we have liberated said Samir 

Lebanese Students overrun Israeli barbwire on the 

way to liberate village of Amoun 

it the land of Palestine now, will unite 
with the Arabs. Together they can end 
the on going war that the state of Israel 
has caused for both the Arab people and 
the Jewish people. Hand in hand, they 
can end the occupation that the state of 
Israel has proposed on other nations. The 
US and Israel, only tries to make people 
hate each other to justify what they are 
doing. In the US, they try to keep the 
blacks and the whites separate hating 
each other. They do not want them unit-

ing against 
their real 
e n e m y 
Capi ta l-

ism . The 
same situa-
tion is in 
the Middle 
East, they 
want to 
keep the 
Jews and 
the Arabs 
separate. 
The state of 
Israel exists 
only on this 
separation. 
W i t h o u t 

this separation there will be no such 
thing as the state of Israel but a state and 
land for all people. 

(For information on 
look up www.un.org) 

UN resolutions 
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Keeping The Pressure On 
Momentum Builds for April 24th March 

W I I 1 I \ \ \ W I I \ K I C I \ ' 

Less than a month away from the march 

which is sure to make history, the College 

Voice and the Academic and Curricular 

Affairs Commission sponsored a teach-in 

around the case of political prisoner 

Mumia Abu-Jamal. The event followed the 

successful march conducted on campus 

the previous day against police brutality. 

Four speakers form the national cam-

paign, Monica Moorehead, Marie Jay, Sarah 

Sloan and Imani Henry, spoke at the event 

and provided students with an overview 

of Mumia s case and an update on campus 

organizing throughout the coimtry. 

The first speaker Monica Moorehead, a 

National Coordinator of the Millions for 

Miunia Campaign, described the manner 

in which the campaign was put into 

motion after the Pennsylvania Supreme 

Court turned down two appeals by 

Mumia s legal team for a new trial. This 

action leaves Mumia with 6 months to a 

year before the state of Pennsylvania 

moves to execute him. Moorehead also 

stated that April 24th has even more 

importance due to the fact that Pennsylva-

nia Governor Tom Ridge has planned two 

executions on April 22 and April 27. 

Given this new sense of urgency Moore-

head felt that, the time has come to 

widen and broaden the campaigning to 

include as many sectors of people as pos-

sible. She viewed the possible execution 

of Mumia as a major blow to the whole 

movement and that by Pennsylvania tar-

geting him they were targeting all of us. 

Moorehead also felt that Mumia was tar-

geted because he is a revolutionary who 

spoke out about police brutality. She 

questioned the motives of the police 

department by asking the crowd, If they 

(the police) are interested in getting to 

who really killed this cop why don t they 

want a new trial? Ultimately, Moorehead 

saw the need to have a new movement 

built in this country. 

The second speaker, Marie Jay began 

her presentation by recognizing the fact 

that the event was taking place on the 

88th anniversary of the fire at the Triangle 

Shirtwaist Factory. She called Mumia, a 

victim of the worlds oldest, best hidden 

conspiracy 

to silence 

the voices 

of dissent. 

A c c o r d i n g 

to Jay, these 

v o i c e s 
e m e r g e 
from the 

roar of the 

have s and 

the have 

n o t s . 

Mumia was 

one of the 

people who 

dared to ask 

the ques-

tion Why? 

Jay called 

the struggle 

to save Mumia s life, our line in the sand 

for the 21st century. 

Sarah Sloan, a youth organizer for the 

Millions For Mumia Campaign, provided 

the crowd with an update on national 

campus organizing for the April 24 march. 

Sloan felt that, how far we can get this out 

to collcgc campuses and get students 

involved would be an important determi-

nant in the success of the march. There 

are currently 70 organizing centers in 28 

Award winning journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal 

has been in jail for the last 18 years 

states and 65 campuses, including CSI, 

which have affiliated with the campaign. 

On February 26 at William Patterson 

College, the Student government and the 

campus newspaper simultaneously 

denounced a group of students whoorga-

nized a teach-in on Mumia. Turni 

towards the community for support, these 

students have now chartered a bus for the 

march in Philadelphia despite the on-cam-

pus resistance. Sloan reported that 

Hunter College is 

currently running 

one of the most 

successful orga-

nizing efforts and 

has chartered 7 

buses for the 

march. Hunter 

organizers have 

office space 

specifically dedi-

cated to Mumia 

organizing and 

hold weekly poet-

ry and speak outs 

to keep the cam-

paign in motion. 

Imani Henry, a 

Rainbow Flags for 

Mumia organizer, 

felt that April 24 

was history in the making. Henry stated 

that, April 24 will be the largest march for 

any political prisoner in the history of the 

U.S. Rainbow Flags attempts to organize 

Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual and Transgendcrcd 

people around Mumia s case. Henry felt 

that the LGBT community had a a better 

understanding of what it is to be jailed or 

arrested for being who you are. The con-

nection with Mumia is very clear. She 

also felt that the opposition to Mumia 

would attempt to divide the communities 

based on race, sex and gender because 

the march was no longer just symbolic, 

whole communities of people are begin-

ning to come forward. 

During the question and answer ses-

sion, students inquired as to why Mumia s 

^her had not testified in court. Monica 

Moorehead responded that William Cook 

did not testify because Mumia wanted to 

protect him because of his own situation. 

Moorehead also told the meeting that at 

the time of the trial, Mumia s mother was 

extremely ill and Mumia did not want her 

to face the strain of having two sons in 

jail. She also related the fact that Daniel 

Falkner, the police officer who was shot 

that night, was notorious for his racist atti-

tudes and actions. Moorehead felt that, I 

think Falkner was expendable for them to 

get to Mumia. She closed the presenta-

tion by saying that, they want April 24th 

to be the end of things, but we want to 

build a new movement in this country. 

The event served to invigorate organiz-

ers who have been vigilantly working on 

the Mumia campaign and introduce new 

students to the struggle. Massive outreach 

to oppressed communities throughout the 

New York city area is currently underway 

and working class and poor youth have 

provided the backbone of this effort. 

While the campaign for a new trial 

received a much needed boost from high, 

profile events like the Rage Against the 

Machine concert the movement is built 

through the everyday sacrifices of orga-

nizers such as Moorehead, Jay, Sloan and 

Henry. CSI students have a chance to play 

a positive role in this event by getting on 

the bus for the April 24th march. Call the 

Voice at 982-^091 and reserve your seat 

now! 

Who is Mumia Abu-Jamal? 
Mumia Abu-Jamal is a political prisoner 

held on death row for a crime he did not 

commit. He is a former member of the 

Black Panther Party in which he organized 

and built at age 15. He has been followed 

since 15 by the FBI who compiled 800 

pages worth of surveillance documents on 

him. After leaving the Party he decided to 

become a journalist and political radio 

commentator. As a journalist and com-

mentator he exposed police brutality and 

racism towards the poor and people of 

color. This made him a target for the Fra-

ternal Order of Police (FOP). He was 

framed by the state, accused of killing a 

police officer, Daniel Faulkner, in Philadel-

phia in 1981. 

His whole case has been a cynical joke 

ever since the start. It was totally unjust 

and bias: ( l )The judge who presided the 

case, judge Sabo, was a member of the 

(FOP). (2) The police coerced eyewit-

nesses - Cynthia White, Veronica Jones and 

William Singeltary - by threatening to 

arrest or harass them if they did not lie. 

(3) I V o witnesses supported by the FOP 

lied saying that Mumia confessed to the 

killing of the officer (a) the doctor who 

was with Mumia the whole time reported 

that Mumia did not say a word (b)Gary 

Wakshul an officer who was with Mumia 

the whole time wrote down that the male 

Negro made no comments (c) Another 

officer, emerging after two months vaca-

tion , claimed that Mumia had confessed 

in the hospital but he had forgot about 

this confession (4) The gun that killed 

officer Faulkner was a 44. caliber however 

Mumia s gun was a legally registered .38 

caliber. After this was proven by ballistics 

experts. Also, at the scene of the shooting 

the medical examiner wrote down that it 

was a 44. caliber. They did not sniff the 

gun to see if it was fired and didn t check 

for gun powder residue and found no evi-

dence of the shooting, so they claimed 

that they forgot to do these routine tests. 

All this is enough proof to show 

Mumia s innocence. The police and pros-

ecutors are trying to kill Mumia and they 

know that he is not the real killer. On 

October 30, 1998 the supreme court 

rejected Mumia s appeal for a new trial. 

This places Mumia in the hands of Repub-

lican Ciovernor Tom Ridge who pledged to 

sign the death warrant, Mumia maintains 

his innocence but the government is will-

ing to do all it can to silence him. Mumia 

spoke out against the injustice in the 

world and the lifestyle of capitalism. This 

is the reason they want to kill Mumia, not 

just because he is black but because he is 

a revolutionary. 

We must all do our best to stop this exe-

cution. We must all demand a new trial for 

Mumia based on fairness and allowing 

new or hidden evidence to be heard. Also, 

all the witnesses who feared for their lives 

should have a right to speak the truth 

about what happened that night. We must 

organize to expose the truth and injustice 

of this world. We must all come, down 

April 24th to help get Mumia a new trial. 

If Mumia is given a new trial he will be 

freed because as John Africa saiil 

THE POWER OF THE TRUTH IS FINAL 
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T h e M I A I M E 

Brazilian Worli Stoppage 
forMumia! 

BY W I L L I A M W H A R T O N 

W I T H HELP F R O M 
T H E I N T E R N A T I O N A L I S T 

On March 13 the campaign 

to free pol it ical prisoner 

Mumia Abu-Jamal gained signif-

icant international momentum 

National Confederation of Edu-

cational Workers (CNTE) and 

demanded Mumia s immediate 

release. Referring to Mumia as 

an internat ional symbol 

against the racist death penal-

ty the group delivered the 

mot ion to the US 

ambassador. The Rio 

de Janeiro State 

Teachers Union 

(SEPE) then put the 

CNTE mot ion into 

action by calling on 

its membersh ip of 

150,000 to conduct 

work stoppages on 

April 23. Instead of 

teaching their pupils 

the teachers will con-

duct a walk-out and 

assemble mass meet-

ings of students, facul-

ty and workers to dis-

cuss Mumia s case. 

Political Prisoner Mumia Abu- The Internationalist 

Jama l Group reported that, 

.u I . . J At the CNTE con-
thanks to two motions passed 
by a trade union representing ^ress, a banner wi th a photo of 

Brazilian teachers. The first ^ ^ ^ prominently dis-
. . played, and an event was held 

mot ion was passed by the ^ ' 

M o ' l i o N i x ) R r i i i - o r 

AlU'-jAMAL 

The ciclc.uaics to the XX\ II .Naiioii-

;ii litlucaiioii Workers Congress call 

for the ininietliaie freeing of Mumia 

Ahu-janial. the hhiek journalist 

known as the \()ice of the xoice-

This courageous fight against less a n d e o n d e m n e c l t o d e a t h i n t h e 

oppression has become the 

international symbol of the 

struggle against the racist death 

penalty. 

during the sessions to explain 

the importance of the fight for 

his freedom. The latest 

endorsements add to an 

impress list of national and 

international trade unions that 

have endorsed the movement 

to free Mumia. Internationally, 

the French CGT, Italian CGIL, 

South African COSATU and the 

CUT in Brazil have expressed 

their solidarity. These resolu-

tions are prime examples of 

the militant role that trade 

unions can play in the class 

struggle. The Brazilian teach-

ers have taken the struggle to 

a new level by backing up 

their message of solidarity 

wi th a work stoppage. Both 

the CNTE and SEPE were able 

to look beyond their national 

bordets and extend an inter-

national hand of solidarity to 

Mumia Abu-Jamal. Let s hope 

that many more workers 

throughout the world answer 

the call for justice. 

state of Pennsylvania (DSA). The 

defense of this c()uraget)us fight 

against oppression has become the 

international symbol of the struggle 

against the racist death penalty. 

Down with the racist death penal-

ty! 

Brasilia, 3 l ebruary 1999 

I signed I 

(Carlos Augusto Abicalil 

President of the CNTl: 

on behalf of the Delegates to the 

XVI1 National (Congress 

copies sent to: 

Lui/ I'elipe Palnieira l.ani-pr ia 

Minister of foreign Relations. 

( ( ) ( )1 ) 
Minister ol justice. (()(> 1 ) 1"" 

Ambassador of (he I SA. (()(>1 ) 22S-

9 I 3(> I Translation | 

Help build th 
Millions for 
Mumia Mar 
• I vk-ant to mak a dooatioft to Uie April 24 

moWI»Uofi Inclosed 000. 
$100; $50:0t l^r 

<M>J« tJik duftii CMfi JV3 18 
fo?>SWj<ni» * Wiii? chKii uf«3« iiOto 'M4lcn.i Jo; 'J 

• Send mc bus tidcets iot the April 24 Match. 
. « » i f J t w T * ) Enclosed J5 

Deparlure location 
ctxrb fgiyibJc to M' MŴ M,") 

• I want to help subskliatt ifanspoitation to ihc 
Ap?tl march f.ncbicd Is . 

• l/my gfo^p can help build ihe Apitl 24 Mafch 
• Stnd mc the loHowtng PVN Mumia vidco(s). 

IfKlOSCd (trf vt'̂ s) 

• S c r K l m c _ copies of the book 
Kou/ by M u m a At)u-|amaL 

Enclosed IS wn wtxtbrKi v«.h) 

N j r m 

Address 

City _ State _ _ Zip 

Phone 

Email 

Croup 

School 

SHPhVRI (Union ol' i:ducation Workers of 

the State of Rio de Janeiro. Brazil) 

RHSOI.UTION Ol-Tlll- .STA TH-Wll)i: ASSHM-

BLV C)I- 13 MARCH 1999 

The State-Wide Assenibh of the Union of 

Education Workers of the State of Rio de 

Janeiro, held on 13 March 1999. approNcd 

the following resolution: 

The education workers of Rio de Janeiro 

state schools shall stop work on April 23 for 

one hour to carr\ out a meeting to demand 

freedom for Mumia Abu-Jamal. 

The meeting shall be held on each of the 

two shifts and will center on discussing and 

teaching about the material sent b> the 

SHPI'/RJ to the .schools. 

The material p roduced by the S1-:P1:/RJ 

seeks to relate Mumia Abu-Jamal s situation 

with the need for an ongoing struggle 

against racism in all its forms around the 

world. 

F R H I i D O M N O W F O R M I M I A AH I I - JAMAL ! 

H X l - C i r n V l - B O A R D O F ' n i K SHPH/R I 

Please return coupon to Millions for Mumia 
Office. 3S West 14 St.. #206. N X N Y 10011 
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T H E M u M I A T I M E S 

COLOR BLINDNESS 
AND THE LAW 

In order to get beyond racism, we must first take account of race.There is no other 

way. 

Justice Harry Blackmun 

University of Calif. Regents v Bakke (1978) 

In cases decided every day across America, the theory of color-blindness is said to gov-

ern the judicial process, a reflection of the flawed notion that the mere mention of race 

is somehow racist. Consequently, the law serves up yet another legal fiction, which 

obscures the complexity of real life, in furtherance of a false and fatal simplicity. 

There can be no sustained study of American law without coming face-to-face with 

racism that drenches judicial thought, in a clear, unapologetic tone, which leaves no 

question as to the objectives of the court: 

It is obvious that the objection on the part of Congress is not due to color, as color, 

but only to color as an evidence of a type of civilization which it characterizes.The yel-

low or bronze racial color is the hallmark of Oriental despotisms. It was deemed that the 

subjects of these despotisims, with their fixed and ingrained pride in the type of their 

civilization, which works for its welfare by subordinating the individual to the personal 

authority o t t he sovereign, as the embodiment of the state, were not fitted and suit-

ed to make for the success of a republican form of government. Hence they were denied 

citizenship. 

Terrace v. Thompson 

(US District Court Washington; 1921) 

The anti-Asian bias that oozes out of this opinion, clothed in a kind of quasi-sociolog-

ical justification, actually justified laws in western regions that outlawed the sale of land 

or property to Japanese, on the basis if ineligibility of citizenship (until the 1950 s, Chi-

nese, and other Asians, were denied Naturalization) 

Despite our pretensions of Color-Blindness , scholars assure us that, over a century 

after the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1884 became law, the court case that upheld the Act 

remains good law to this day. The Supreme Court majority in Chai Chan Ping v. US 

(1889), found the presence of foreigners of a different race in this country, who will not 

assimilate with us, is properly excludable. 

For over a century, such decisions, which made whiteness the sole prerequisite for US 

citizenship, and explicitly excluded people it deemed nonwhi te , had, at its very core, 

not color-blindness , but color consciousness informed by a profound white suprema-

cy 

It is fitting here to note that in 1935, two countries in the world had racial restrictions 

on naturalization: Hitler s Germany; the USA Color blindness? 

For the better part of two centuries race has been at the very heart of the law. It 

remains so despite the latest fashion of the legal fiction of color blindness . 

How people are treated in court, how they are charged, and how they are sentenced 

is a direct reflection of what race they are assigned by the physiognomy presented to 

the world. 

Several years ago, a prominent American law professor asked his students to imagine 

if they were to wake up the next day as black folks. The white students reasoned that 

such a disability required monetary damages of a million dollars a year for life. 

Why damages, unless color does matter? Unless whiteness is a valued property, which, 

when lost demands a premium payment? And black is devalued? 

We are blind to everything but color, 

(c) MAJ 1998 

The Words of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal 

THE FOLIY OF 
CALLING THE FBI 

When are you Black folks gonna throw off the KILLERS that are JAILIN you for 

murder? 

John Africa, _On the MOVE!_ Guly 26, 1975) 

When Black folks are beaten down by cops all around the United States, and when 

they are shot down in their cars as in the cases of Dontae Dawson of Philadelphia, 

or Malice Green of Detroit, or the beautiful young sister (Taisha Miller) who was shot 

over 15 times in her car in Riverside, California recently, or...(We can go on and on) 

one of the first things that many Black leaders do, is to announce that they are ask-

ing for the FBI to come in to solve the case. What such an announcement means, 

of course, is that they recognize that local police are in no position to meaningfully 

investigate such cases, as their interests are in protecting their own . But why the 

FBI? 

Such a call sounds strange when one considers that the FBI played a significant 

and an openly dangerous role in the history of African-American struggles for free-

dom in America, and they were deadly enemies of such leaders as Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Malcolm X, Marcus M. Garvey, and of such groups as the Black Panther Party, 

RAM, SNCC, the Republic of New Afrika, and the like. In truth, the history of the FBI 

shows that they have waged a secret war against Black America, and frankly, it seems 

kind of stupid to look to them for relief from other state forces who are waging a 

part of their long white supremacist war against Black folks. 

James Forman, the former head of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-

tee, after being beaten by white supremacists and Klansmen while demonstrating for 

civil rights throughout the south, constantly requested FBI protection from the vio-

lence. Instead, they would turn up every time that he was beaten, stand by, and take 

notes, never stopping any of the violence, but instead were involved in gathering 

dirty and derogatory personal information on civil rights workers. He finally con-

cluded that the FBI was a part of the governmental structure, and were, in effect, 

the enemy of Black people [from O Reilly, K., _ Racial Matters :The FBI s Secret 

File on Black America, 1960-1972_ (New York: Free Press, 1989), pp. 108-109]. For-

man noted: 

We did not say it that way in 1963, but we did know that the FBI was a farce. It 

wasn t going to arrest any local racists who violated any and ail laws on the statute-

books. Instead, it would play a game of taking notes and pictures. The files in Wash-

ington must have been growing thick even then with documents from the civil 

rights movements and with photographs of us all doing everything but screwing, 

and maybe even that. [p. 109] 

The former FBI chief, J. Edgar Hoover, found it intolerable that Negroes would 

want to be addressed as Mr . (p. 257). Scholar Kenneth O Reilly writes that the job 

of the FBI was, in large part, to stifle black unity: 

Division Five also worked to prevent the _rise of a_ _Messiah_ someone 

who could unify, and electrify, the militant black nationalist movement. Malcolm X 

had been the most likely candidate, but his assassination removed that threat. Mal-

colm was simply the martyr of the movement today. Muhammad was hardly a more 

viable threat because of his age. In the final analysis. Division Five said, [Stokeley] 

Carmichael and [Martin Luther] King were the only serious candidates. They both 

dreamed of becoming a messiah and had the necessary charisma. Not even [William 

C., head of Domestic Intelligence] Sullivan considered King to be a militant, but that 

was beside the point. King could be a very real contender for this position should 

he abandon his supposed obedience to white, liberal doctrines (nonviolence) and 

embrace black nationalism, [p. 282] 

The role of history has taught us that the state has its interests and the people have 

another; and they do not coincide. 

Now, with much of the nationalist movement in pieces, with some aligned to the 

Democratic party, some involved with community organizing, and others involved in 

other areas of social and cultural life, it is somewhat surreal to read of community 

calls for the FBI every time that a young person is murdered by cops. 

Since when are they the solution? The propaganda shown by the movie Missis-

sippi Burning doesn t come close to showing the true role of the FBI. It s time folks 

acted as if they knew that. 
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T K e B i c | L i e : 
U . S . H u m a n i t a r i a n i s m 

unions at any point for threatening public 
order and morals. The prince also has the 
ability to dissolve the unions by decree. 

continued from pg. 9 

but the non-Kuwaiti judges are restricted 
to 1 to 3 year contracts which are 
reviewed by the prince. The State Depart-
m e n t 
H u m a n 
R i g h t s 
report felt 
that this 
a r r a n g e -
ment seri-
ously under-
mined the 
i ndepen-
dence of 
non-citizen 
judges. 

The gov-
ernment has 
banned all 
p o l i t i c a l 
parties and 
there con-

tinue to be us iXfenseSecretaiyCbhen has ash-down with the K ^ 
c r e d i b l e 

reports that despite a constitutional pro-
hibition on torture, the police and mem-

Saudi Arabia 

bers of the security forces abuse detainees 
during interrogation. The report stated 
that such abuse was more likely to be 
inflicted on non-Kuwaitis, particularly of 
other non-Gulf Arab nations and Asians, 
than on citizens. 

In the area of freedom of the press, the 
Ministry of Information censors all books, 
films, videotai>es, periodicals, and other 
imported publications deemed morally 
offensive. The ministry also enforces 
informal censorship of newspapers by 
persecuting journalists who have crossed 
the line. 

Womens Rights 

Women suffer suffer some of the 
sharpest forms of oppression in Kuwati 
society. To obtain a passport for travel 
married women...must obtain their hus-

bands signature on the application form. 
Even after getting the passport, he may 
prevent her departure from the country 
by placing a 24-hour travel ban on her. 
Stripped of the right to vote, women have 
little voice in society that offers the 
slimmest of political options. In industry, 
the law restricts women from working in 
dangerous industries and trades harm-

ful to health 

Woriccfs Rights 
Public assembly is severely restricted as 

public gatherings must be pre-approved 
by the government along with private 
gatherings of more than five people. The 
State Department also reported that 
workers from those nationalities whose 

leaders supported Iraq, especially Pales-
tinians, Jordanians and Yemenis have been 
targeted by the government. 

In order to enforce this control, workers 
have been prohibited from freely estab-
lishing trade unions. Currently, 50,000 
persons (less than 5 percent) of a total 
work force estimated at 1,100,000 are 
organized into 14 government controlled 
unions. The courts can dissolve the 14 

PoUtical Rights 
Saudi Arabia offers even less political 

freedoms than Kuwait. Ruled by King 
Fahd Bin Abd Al-Aziz A1 Saud, there are no 
elected representatives and all political 
parties are banned. Opposition views are 
actively stifled as the State Department 
reported that the government commits 
and tolerates serious human rights abus-
es...prohibiting or restricting freedom of 
speech, the press, assembly association, 
religion and movement. 

Credible reports have been issued 
which charged the government with abus-
ing detainees using beatings, torture and 
sleep depravation. In addition to this, six 
right hands have been amputated for 
repeat thievery offenders. Reports indi-
cated that the total number of political 
detainees...is estimated at more than 200 
persons. 

Defendants usually appear before 
judges without representation of an attor-
ney and are sentenced in accordance with 
the religious law of the Shari a. During 
these proceedings, the testimony of one 
man equals that of two women. 

Freedom of the press is harshly sup-
pressed with all criticism of Islam, the rul-
ing family and the government expressly 
banned. Along with this, the Government 
censors all forms of public artistic expres-
sion and prohibits cinemas and public 
musical or theatrical performances. In 
the educational system all study of the 
works of Freud, Marx and Western Philos-
ophy is banned. Professors have reported 
that they believe that informers monitor 
their classroom comments and report to 
government and religious authorities. 

Womens Rights 
Womens freedom of movement is 

extremely constricted as all Saudi women 
must obtain written permission from their 
closest male relative before the authorities 
allow them to board domestic public 
transportation or to travel abroad. This 
harsh policy is backed up b the fact that 

all women are banned from driving motor 
vehicles and must enter city buses by sep-
arate rear entrances and sit in specially 
designated sections. Available informa-
tion pointed to the fact that physical vio-
lence and abuse against women was a 
common problem. 

Workers Rights 
All forms of union organizing and col-

lective bargaining are prohibited in Saudi 
Arabia. Strike activity is expressly prohib-
ited and wages are set set by employers 
and vary according to the type of work 
performed and the nationality of the 
worker. There are no minimum wage 
controls established. 

Peru 

Political Freedom 
Despite the fact that Peru is officially a 

multi-party republic, a pow-
erful executive branch led 
by current president Albert 
Fujimori, has dominated the 
electoral and judicial sys-
tems. Instead of an inde-
pendent judiciary, the State 
Department reported that 
Perus judicial system was 
inefficient, often corrupt 
and has appeared to be eas-
ily manipulated by the 
executive branch. Torture 
tactics are routinely used by 
security forces against the 
two main revolutionary 
groups in the country - the 

ties. 
Workers Rights 
Child labor, including forced labor, 

continues to be a major problem in Peru. 
Of the countries 8.5 million workers only 
5% are currently; represented by trade 
unions. Indigenous people represent a 
large portion of the unorganized labor 
pool. The government has banned unions 
from engaging in explicitly political, reli-
gious, or profitmaking activities. Despite 
this official ban, workers played a key role 
in the opposition movement which devel-
oped after Fujimori engineered his contin-
ued control over the executive apparatus. 

Imperialism and Humanitarianism 

All three of these repressive regimes 
are US client states located in key 
geopolitical areas. While the US media 

feverishly attempts to 
transform Milosevic into 
the new Adolf Hitler, nary 
a word is spoken about 
the hypocritical foreign 
policies of the US. The 
mask of the humanitarian 
mission is nothing more 
than a cynical cover 
aimed at tugging at the lib-
eral heartstrings of the 
American public as they 
are prepared for war. Con-
trol over commerce and 
markets are the true moti-
vational forces behind US 
foreign policy. If this The benevolent President 

MRT^ (Tupac Amaru) and Albert Fujimori - protector ^eanT bSdybags for Ser-

the Shining Path. Torture of Peruvian Democracy bians and Iraqis, amputat-
tactics combined with 
amazingly harsh prison conditions pro-
vide the backbone of a harshly repressive 
judicial system. The State Department 
reported that at year s end, only one-third 
of a total prison population of 26,330 had 
been sentenced, while the remainder still 
either were awaiting trial or had not yet 
been sentenced finally. In a pattern inti-
mately familiar to the US, Peruvian police 
are charged with routinely detaining per-
sons of African descent on suspicion of 
having committed crimes, for no other 
reason than the color of their skin. 

Increasingly university students have 
acted as agents of change, challenging 
Fujimori s anti-democratic measures. The 
government has responded with a massive 
police crackdown which resulted in the 
police beating and injuring a number of 
the participating students, some shop win-
dows were l^oken, and allegations were 
made that goyernment intelligence agents 
took photographs of protesters. 

Women s Rl^ts 
The State Department reported that 

Violence against women, including rape, 
spousal abuse, and the physical and sexu-
al abuse of women and girls, is a chronic 
problem, according to local human rights 
groups and law enforcement offices. 
Discrimination against women went 
hand in hand with continued discrimina-
tion against indigenous peoples, the dis-
abled and other racial and ethnic minori-

ed hands for Saudi s or 
arbitrary imprisonment for Peruvians, so 
be it. The great democratic project of 
the US is built upon the violent material 
and political repression of the underde-
veloped world, where the national 
interests of the US ruling class receive 
primacy over the fundamental human 
rights of the masses both at home and 
abroad. 

Before we buy into the next round of 
corporate media propaganda condemn-
ing the great evils of the Castro s, Milose-
vic s aind Hussein s of the world take 
some time to wonder why the Fuji-
mori s, Saudi s and Al-Sabah s receive so 
little attention. Is humanitarianism not 
merely a code word selectively used to 
deceive and motivate American citizens 
to participate in the senseless slaughter 
of others? With each bomb dropped and 
soon with each shot fired at the Serbs we 
move that much further from forging a 
peace which will guarantee rights for 
both Albanians and Serbians. For over 30 
years Stalinism, the gross deformation of 
1917, maintained some semblance of eth-
nic peace. For the last 8 years US impe-
rialism has managed to produce a series 
of massacres, ethnic cleansing and right 
wing nationalist movements. Until a new 
movement is built to challenge this 
notion humanitarian bombs and benevo-
lent embargo s will continue to be part 
of our national interests. 

COLLEGE VOICE V 15 APRIL 1999Y) 



The College voice 

Who We Are 
The College Voice(CV) is a publication committed to the interests of working people. The working class is composed of all those people who 

own nothing but their ability to perform manual or mental labor and are forced to see it for wage. As students at CUNY, we recognize that we 
are a part of the multi-racial, multi-national working class of New York City.The severe attacks that CUNY has undergone are mirrored by the end-
less assaults on their jobs, wages and living standards of working people, as well as by the attacks on trade union, democratic and civil rights. 

We oppose the poisonous divisions fostered on the basis of race by the bosses, who make black and white workers fight each other for the 
crumbs off their table...even though it is the workers who produce all the wealth. 

We oppose the systematic attempts to reduce women to a defined feminine status, that serves to legitimize the special oppression they face 
as women and the additional exploitation they undergo as workers. 

We oppose the vicious attacks on immigrant workers, who are the most vulnerable victims of the bosses job market, and who are thus used to 
drive all workers wages down. 

We oppose every form of bigotry, on principle, as unbefitting our species and recognize that the fight for human liberation will be achieved 
only in the course of combatting these divisions. 

We oppose the use of the environment as a source of short-term profit and plunder by the ruling rich regardless of the consequences for the 
majority of the world s population. 

The recognizes that it is the capitalist system, based upon the private ownership of the means of producing the wealth, that is fundamentally 
responsible for the fantastic hardship and misery that the vast majority of our species undergoes across the globe...in the midst of plenty. 

The CV recognizes that this contradiction, far from being some natural condition, is one maintained by the armed power of the capitalist state 
(army, cops and courts) and ideological apparatus ( media, church and schools) of the capitalist class that insures the domination of the few over 
the many; of the bosses, who produce nothing and appropriate everything over the workers, who produce everything but appropriate nothing. 

The CV recognizes the possibility and the burning necessity for creating a society in which the productive forces are democratically organized 
through the cooperative association of workers and production is based on human needs instead of private profits in harmony with the envi-
ronment. 

The CV recognizes the necessity for creating a revolutionary party of the working class, based upon a program of militant mass action and class 
struggle politics, that will organize internationally against world capitalism and its multi- and transnational corporation and fight for a socialist 
revolution against them. 

The CV seeks to engage all those who are committed to fighting exploitation and oppression in common action against the common 
enemy.. .capitalism. 
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O N A 

C O M P I L L D BY RENEL M A H H O N G 

China 
3,000 Miners from the state-owned Dujiang 

colliery face layoffs in the province of Sichuan. 

Many of the workers have not received pay for 

as much as three months. The mine is intending 

to file bankruptcy as a result of an explosion in 

May that caused the death of 23 workers. Also 

the mine faces financial crisis, there have been 

reports of the embezzlement of $US4.3 million 

in state funds that were supposed to be allotted 

for redundancy payments. 

On March 15 ten coal miners were injured 

and five arrested in an around-the-clock demon-

stration outside the Chengdu government 

office which is located 50 kilometers from the 

Dujiang colliery. 

Sri Lanka 
The United Health Workers Union along with the 

Socialist Equality Party of Sri Lanka staged a mass strike 

of 6,000 worker^ demanding immediate wage increases, 

removal of cuts imposed by overtime payment, job secu-

rity for temporary workers and improved working con-

ditions. The striking employees rallied in Vihara Maha 

Devi Park, Upton Square and marched to the Health 

Ministry in Colombo on March 26. 

At the Hunnasgiriya tea plantation two night watch-

ers were assaulted by the estate s Assistant Superinten-

dent. When the tea workers on the plantation heard 

about the assault 3,000 of them immediately stopped 

work and began a strike. The workers belong to the 

Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC) which is led by gov-

ernment minister SaumyamurthiThondaman. The work-

ers are also in negotiation for improved working condi-

tions. CWC threatens that if no real agreement is struck 

before April 6, 1999, workers along the Matale District 

will hold a mass strike. 

Brazil 
During the Holy Week of Easter more than 2,800 peas-

ant families took over 15 Brazilian ranches. The families 

belong to the Movement of Landless Rural Workers 

(MS'O- The farmers are trying to get the state to deed 

them land in Northern Brazil. The workers chose the 

week of Easter because armed guards would be off from 

work and courts would be in recess. 

Reginaldo Pacheco, MST leader, condemned the gov-

ernment for allowing the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) to cut the available funds for each family land 

grant from $9,800 to $2,890. Eighty-eight percent of 

arable land is owned by the richest 20 percent of the 

country while the poorest 40 percent of the farmers do 

not even own 1 percent of the arable land. There still 

remain 5 million families with no land at all. 

Chile 
At the height of exportation in Chile, 3,500 workers 

shut down ports in San Antonio, Valapariaso, Iquique 

and Tocapilla. Forty workers were arrested in street 

protests. In the days following workers from Arica, 

Coquimbo and Talcahuano joined the strike. The 

strike affected 70 percent of imports and exports and 

caused over a million dollars in losses in fruit and cop-

per exports. The cause for the strike was the privati-

zation of the docks, which would result in the loss of 

many jobs due to layoffs. The workers are asking for 

retraining facilities, increased severance pay and an 

early retirement program. 

Canada 
In Newfoundland 4,500 nurses were 

ordered to go back to work after a two 

week strike. The nurses wanted a 17 per-

cent pay increase, a reduction in the work 

load and an increase in full-time positions. 

Newfoundland nurses are the lowest paid 

in all of Canada. Their starting wage is 

$15.19 opposed to $19 99 in Alberta. The 

strikebreaking legislature imposed only a 7 

percent increase. 

South Korea 
On April 3, 1999 subway workers from Seoul 

Metropolitan Subway Corporation rallied in 18 

cities across South Korea. Approximately 10,000 

students participated in the protest demanding 

an end to the rising layoffs and corporate restruc-

turing. The workers were heard chanting Stop 

mass layoffs and Reduce working hours ; they 

were also seen waving red flags. 

The Seoul Metropolitan Subway Corporation 

plans to cut 2,078 workers from an 11,492 work-

force. Lee-Kap -Young, the head of the Korean 

Confederation of Trade Unions said that if 

demands were not met soon, the organization 

would call a mass nationwide strike on May Day. 

The government responded by stating intentions 

to raise repressive measures against workers who 

take internal action. 

On this same day the Education Minister of 

South Korea announced the cut of 1,276 teaching 

positions, including 102 principals and 330 

deputy principals. 

Colombia 
Guerrilla forces from FARC-EP, the People s Liber-

ation Army have blown up 10 high-tension towers 

and one of the main pipelines 27 times for this year 

alone. Due to these attacks the Colombian govern-

ment has began rationing electricity in Cartagena 

and Santa Marta on the Caribbean cost of the coun-

try. FARC-EP has also set up roadblocks on a main 

northern highway in the middle of a popular 

tourist section so they could allegedly rob and kid-

nap tourists on their way to Caribbean resorts. 

Mexico 
The US Immigration and Naturalization Ser-

vices rescued 59 undocumented Mexicans 

trying to cross the Southern California border 

but only after 8 died. The workers were over-

come by overwhelming unseasonable cold 

weather and snowstorms that have hit the 

hills of Baja. The Mexican workers were not 

dressed for the weather and 30 people are 

still missing. 

This year already 29 people have died try-

ing to cross the Mexico-California border. 

Last year a record I 4 l died mostly in drown-

ing accidents. 

United States-Virginia 
Over 9,000 members of the United Steelworkers 

Local 8888 walked out the shipbuilding yard in New-

port News Virginia on April 6. The workers are ask-

ing for an increase of $3.59 per hour over 3 years. 

The workers have not received a raise in over six 

years. 

Union Leaders of the Teamsters who repre.sent 

UPS workers and Communication Workers of Ameri-

ca who represent workers from Bell Atlantic and 

Lucent Technologies said that they support and 

respect the Steelworkers picket lines. 

The Newport News Shipyard is the only producer 

of US Navy nuclear powered aircraft carriers and 

with 17,400 workers, they are the largest private 

employer in Virginia. 

COLLEGE VOICE 17 APRIL 1999 



The Revolution in Colombia -
u s Bat'ks Drug Traffickers and Death Squads 

M A N I I I I A W i l l RAMA 
Colombia is a mountainous country of 

some 35 million people in South America. 

Its most important cities are Bogota (8 

million), Cali (3 million) and Medellin (2.5 

million). Colombia earns most of its for-

eign exchange, some $1.5 billion, through 

the export of cocaine. Other major 

exports include coffee, petrol, coal, gold 

and agricultural produce. 

Fascist gangs roam the land wearing 

black hoods, carrying deadly weaponry, 

murdering peasants, trade unionists and 

human rights activists. An internal refugee 

crisis, the dezplazados, has posed a 

humanitarian disaster that even the 

unfortunate people of Kosova have not 

seen.The Resource Center of the Americas 

reports an estimated 1.4 million people to 

be part of an internally displaced popula-

tion . 

['his crisis stretches back into the early 

80 s and has worsened in the 90 s as a 

result of intensified attacks by gangs of 

fascists on rural comnuinit ics / r i ie fascists 

forces, principaih' the United Self-Dcfense 

lorces of Colombia (AUC). are in the pay 

ol big coca growers, cattlcrancliers and 

(>riKr members of the (.olonibian ruling 

class who seek to forcibly lake over land 

U) expand their enterprises. 

i'he rural population has developed 

armed organizations of their own to 

defend against the drug barons and their 

fascist thugs. The Revolutionary Armed 

Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP) and the 

National Liberation Army (ELN) are the 

strongest of these peasant based guerrilla 

movements. In recent years, the FARC has 

been successful in beating back the fascist 

AliC and the official military. Today, the 

FARC along with its smaller brother ELN 

control close to half of Colombia. 

Colombia - Cocaine Capitalism 
Key figures of the Colombian state, its 

leading families and military officials are 

well known to be heavily involved in 

narco-trafficking and backers of fascist 

death squads amongst other crimes. 

American officials admit that Castano, the 

leading Colombian fascist is a drug baron, 

producing heroin at least in El Nudo 

Paramillo. Indeed officials admit that the 

AUC is financed and supported by a cross-

section of the Colombian ruling class -

drug barons, cattle ranchers, mineral 

barons and other landowners. 

The Colombian attorney general s office 

is reported to have a long list of senior 

and middle ranking officers in the armed 

forces known to be members of the AUC. 

However the state apparatus from the 

President down will not take any action to 

bring these killers to justice since they are 

connected by so many strings to this very 

same state apparatus. As sections of the 

Colombian ruling class are attempting to 

reign in the fascist forces for the purpose 

of stabilizing the situation to buy time in 

their war against the guerrillas 

they are finding that the adminis-

tration by death squad that they 

have given rise to, cannot be 

tamed by the toothless fiction of a 

civil administration. 

The Miami Herald reported that a 

letter was delivered to Colombian 

federal human rights prosecutors 

from the AUC with the full names 

of some 65 workers in the office -

despite the fact that their identi-

ties are a closely guarded 

secret. (Miami Herald , 2/23/99) 

The arrest of Colombian emerald 

capitalist Victor Carranza for spon-

soring death squads and assassinating left-

ists last year was a rare exception in the 

charade that passes as government efforts 

to prosecute murderers. President Pas-

trana. who presents the new Colombian 

ruling class line of peace to the public, 

has done nothing to take any real action to 

reign in the fascists. 

US War Against Drugs -

A War By Drug Lords Against the People 

Meanwhile the Economist, mouthpiece 

of European capitalism writes, the United 

States does indeed wink at the drug-run-

ning of the only forces [the fascists] that 

look effective against the insurgency of 

the far left. (Economist, 2,20,99) This 

same article states that a recent US aid 

package of $290 million includes the 

equipping of the Colombian helicopter 

fleet with 20mm cannons .The 1998 aid 

package writes the Economist was classi-

fied by the LIS gov t as category 2 - for 

military operations short of war . 

The US sells this brazen finaacing of 

narco-traffickers and death squads to the 

public as a war against drugs . The Wash-

ington Post quoted a senior military offi-

cial in 1998: We call anything counter-

drugs. If you. are going to train to take out 

a target, it doesn t make much difference 

if you call it a drug lab or a guerrilla camp. 

There s not much difference between 

counter-drug and counter-insurgency. We 

just don t use the word (insurgency) any-

more because it s politically too sensitive. 

However, the Economist quoted a DEA 

agent frustrated with Americas fake drug 

fighting policy bluntly stating: .the 

essential American line, set mainly by the 

Pentagon and the c;iA, is to prepare for 

war. 

No crime of fascists and drug dealers 

measures up to the threat of a population 

rising up in armed insurrection in defense 

of their collective interests. To crush the 

revolutionaries of the FARC and the ELN 

the US is willing to finance and arm a con-

flict that has cost 30,000 lives by conserv-

ative estimates. 

Colombia is number three behind Israel 

and Egypt in military aid offered by the 

US. C,olombia is the leading recipient of 

US aid in the hemisphere. Colombia 

received $290 million in US backing to 

continued on pg. 21 

Protecting the Kosovars 
continued from pg. 9 

Nothing of what the US or NATO does 

now has anything really to do with pro-

tecting the Kosovars or bringing them 

independence: it is rather a display of mil-

itary might whose long-range effect is dis-

astrous, just as is a similar policy in the 

Middle East. In 1994 when a US interven-^ 

tion might have averted genocide in 

Rwanda, there was no action. The stakes 

were not high enough, and black people 

not worth the effort. 

Therefore it seems to me imperative 

that the NATO bombing should stop, and a 

multi-party conference of all the peoples 

of former Yugoslavia be called to settle 

difference between them on the basis of 

self-determination for all, not just for 

some, nor for some at the expense of 

others. This is the same principal that 

has been violated by US-sponsored peace 

processes elsewhere, notably in the Mid-

dle East. 

There is nothing about the current 

policy of bombing Serbian forces that 

will either guarantee democracy for Ser-

bia or protect the Albanians who are still 

being treated horribly by Milosevic s 

forces. In its arrogance and ill-consid-

ered military deployment the US has 

forced NATO to go along with it, where-

as it is quite clear that there is increasing 

disunity within the NATO ranks, not just 

Greece and Italy and Turkey, but also 

France and Germany. 

The greatest danger of all is that more 

people will be displaced; more lives lost, 

and more fragmentation will occur in 

places like Macedonia and Bosnia-Herze-

govina. All this for the US to assert its 

will and to show the world who is boss. 

The humanitarian concerns expressed 

are the merest hypocrisy since what real-

ly counts is the expression of US power. 

What I find most distressing is that 

destruction is being wrought from the 

air along with a fastidiousness articulat-

ed about the loss of American life that is 

positively revolting. Clinton knows well 

that Americans will not tolerate the loss 

of life for Americans. Yet he can destroy 

Yugoslavian lives with impunity from the 

safety of the ultimate in modern technol-

ogy and airpower, with American pilots 

and bombers sanitizing their horror with 

the illusion of safety and distance. 

What will the smaller, lesser, weaker 

peoples realize that this America is to be 

resisted at all costs, not pandered or 

given in to naively? 
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O N A 

The People of East Timor Have The 
Right to Self-defence 

Subject: XANANA GUSMAO: 

Xanana Gusm o 

CNRTTimor-Leste 

PRESS RELEASE 

The people of East Timor Have the Right 

to Self-defence 

Jakarta, 6 April 1999 - The following 

information reached the office of the 

CNRT President, Xanana Gusm o at 9:30 

pm Gakarta time): 

- Members of the Besi Merah Putih and 

Halilintar armed civilian militia groups 

backed by ABRI s Battalion 143, Koramil 

and Kodim, forced entry into the home of 

the priest of 

Liquica this 

a f t e r noon 

and killed 

five peo," 

ple.lt is not 

known if 

F a t h e r 
Rafael is 

one of the 

victims. 

- They 

t h e n 
s t o r m e d 
the church _ 

of Liquica 

and opened fire on the two thousand peo-

ple who had taken refuge there (yester-

INDONESIA 

0 SOQ 
i, I H 

A U S t R M l A 

day), throwing in hand-grenades. Forty 

casualties have been reported. 

The death toll was confirmed to Bishop 

Ximenes Belo by Col. Suratman. Bishop 

Belo and Col. Suratman agreed to visit 

Liquica and the surrounding area tomor-

row, 7 April 1999, to assess the situation 

on the ground. 

Further reports specify that a forty 

Indonesian soldier roadblock has been set 

up on the road from Dili to Liquica and 

that a battalion of Indonesian military 

forces disembarked today in Dili at 2:00 

pm (Dili time) from navy ship 504. All 

communications systems have been cut 

off in the Liquica area. 

Yesterday, 

X a n a n a 

G u s m o 

reminded 

t h e 

w o r l d 
that the 

people of 

E a s t 
T i m o r 
can no 

longer be 

expected 

to pas-

y s i V e 1 y 

a w a i t 
death. They have the right to self-defence. 

As the Commander in Chief of FALINTIL, 

Y S l ^ PHIUPPINES 
P a c i f i c O c e ^ 

E i s r t T M n o r 
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X a n a n a 

Gusm o 

a s k e d 
FALIN-

TIL to 

r e s u m e 

the mis-

s i o n 

t h e y 
h a v e 
b e e n 
carrying 

out for 

the past 

t w e n t y 

t h r e e 
years: to 

d e f e n d 

the peo-

ple of East Timor from the murderous mil-

itary occupation of their homeland. 

Today, Xanana Gusm o called for the 

immediate deployment of a UN peace 

mission in the territory as proof of the 

international community s commitment to 

contribute to and implement a peaceful 

solution in East Timor. 

As Xanana Gusm o was making this 

appeal today, and as world leaders were 

reacting to his statement of yesterday, the 

armed civilian militias and the Indonesian 

military assaulted the only place where 

the East Timorese population could feel 

safe and could be defended. They violated 

i^A I'lmo) tVil) VfUlh ciuinl ul a of 1001 D ^ U^m 
t.hf»j tiji^i pKm^ m t'fj&l Tinnof or) riov(?«ib8f , 

a sanctuary where unarmed civilians had 

taken refuge. 

Unfortunately it has taken the loss of yet 

another 45 innocent lives for the world to 

note that Xanana Gusm o did not make a 

call for the People of East Timor to take up 

arms to take offensive action, but rather to 

defend themselves and resort to their own 

means to survive such barbarous and cow-

ardly murders. 

I authorised the people to act against 

their attackers, not in the spirit of wanton 

violence and callous disregard for human 

life which motivates ABRI, but in pure self-

defence, said Xanana Gusm o. 

The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Srigade 
iti c o t t i i m c U o f i wflh 

The Abraham Uncota Brigade Archives 

c o r d l a % tavite y o u t o a t t e n d t h e i r Annual C e f e b r a l i o n 

Sunday, April 25, 1999 
l A t h e 

Borough of Manhattan Conununily College 
O i a m b e r d €r W e a l S t r e e l A . N e w T o i t C i t y 

» 

R e c e p U o f i a t 1 2 n o o n : todvichea a n d C o f f e e 

M 2 P . tn. m t h e I f i b o c ^ P e i f o g a i s & J ^ ^ 

Rep. Jerrold L Nadler 
Songs by Odetla 

Consul General of Spain Kmilio Cassinello 
Poems by Martin Kspada 

Readings by Barbara Pa^mack and Wally Qickman 
Henry Foner» Mê ter of Ceremonies 

A d s i i M l o n : 

T^ckeli A v a i l a b l e a t VALB-ALBA. 7 9 9 B i o a d w a y , N e w Xotk, KY 1 0 0 0 3 
( 2 1 2 ) 6 7 4 - 5 5 5 2 

For more infotmation contact Freedom From Fear at: (718) 351-1717 
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O N A 

Bom Without Faces 
} • 

500 Years of Struggle 
MAN LLSAYII) 

Work, land, shelter, bread, health, edu-

cation, democracy, liberty, peace, indepen-

dence and justice is the succinct eleven-

word program of the Zapatistas. No 

human being should be deprived of any of 

the elements of this program. The world 

can successfully be organized by imple-

menting this, however capitalism - the 

landowners and corporations - steal and 

strip these qualities of life from workers 

and peasants throughout the world. The 

motivation behind these actions can be 

summed up in one word - Profits. Profits 

and money are the main reasons the rich 

rob and murder innocent people who sim-

ply want to feed their babies, educate 

their sons and daughters, and live in a 

world where you can die happy and not 

hungry. Denying the native people these 

features of life is the motivating force 

behind the Zapatista uprising, a rebellion 

of the indigenous people of Mexico. 

THE UPRISING 
On January 1,1994, San Cristobal de las 

Casas was occupied by men and women 

without faces. Ski masked rebels sur-

rounded the capital of the Mayan high-

lands in Mexico s southernmost state of 

Chiapas. The Zapatistas hung leaflets on 

the walls and slipped them under doors 

proclaiming: We declare war against the 

Mexican Federal Army, the basic pillar of 

the dictatorship under which we suffer. 

We will advance to the capital, defeating 

the federal army as we march forward. 

The declaration of war was signed by the 

Zapatista Army of National Liberation 

(E.Z.L.N). Holding up their black flag 

with the red stars and letters, the E.Z.L.N. 

derive their name from the brave Nahua 

Indian Emiliano Zapata, who led the Mexi-

can revolution of 1910 against the hacien-

das (landowners). Having gone through 

hundreds of years of genocide and oppres-

sion, the native people have experienced 

the worst holocaust in the history of the 

world. Continuous oppression is the rea-

son the Zapatistas formed and continue 

their struggle, fighting for the well being 

of people all over the world. 

NAFTA S ROLE 
The date of the uprising coincided with 

the signing of the North American Free 

Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between the US 

and Mexico. NAFTA was the main reason 

Subcommandante Marcos leads Zapatista guerrillas 

the Zapatistas decided to begin their 

uprising. Subcommandante Marcos, leader 

of the rebels, was questioned about the 

timing and said Of course what we are 

doing here today has to do with NAFTA. 

NAFTA legalizes the ability for big corpo-

rations, particularly those in the US, to 

shut down factories and relocate in South 

American coun-

tries that offer 

cheap labor and 

minimal labor 

and environ-

mental stan-

dards. NAFTA 

seeks to sweep 

away ejidos, 

sacred native 

land, and force 

peasants to 

leave their 

homes and land 

and sell their 

labor. NAFTA 

legalizes American capital s right to open 

factories based on slave labor, with no 

pensions and no job safety. These corpo-

rations have caused mass pollution and 

destruction of the environment. The air is 

no longer breathable and the land is so 

destroyed that it is useless for growing 

crops. 

NAFTA has only caused problems for 

working people in the United States and 

the natives in Mexico. Bill Clinton claimed 

that 200,000 new jobs would be created, 

however by 1995, 200,000 jobs had been 

eliminated because of NAFFA. In Mexico, 

Allied Signal s 3,800 workers earned a 

combined total of about $7.8 million in 

1995, less than the CEO Bossidy raked in 

by himself that year. In Mexico well over 

a million workers have been laid off and 

2.5 million workers have crossed the line 

of poverty to extreme poverty, according 

to the Secretary of Social Development. 

Wages have dropped 50% since 1993 and 

the crime rate has doubled since 1995. 

NAFTA has benefited the CEOs but 

harmed millions of other people who are 

better off begging than working. NAFTA 

has given the Zapatistas even more rea-

sons to fight for their rights and against 

the injustices corporations are inflicting 

on the people.. 

PARAMILITARY GROUPS 
Violence against the people who 

worked for social and political change 

existed long before 1994. Private police 

forces known as the white 

guards were created in 

1961. The state governors 

granted ranchers legal per-

mission to carry arms and 

hire private police forces. 

The white guards enforce 

the rule of the ranchers and 

big landowners. These pri-

vate police continue to 

exist, occasionally joining 

forces with the police and 

the army to battle peasants 

in disputes over lands. By 

the 1990s the presence of 

white guards 

diminished,but this was not 

the end of armed groups in the region. 

These private police still exist but under a 

different name- paramilitary. Paramilitary 

all the agreements negotiated with the 

Zapatistas. After the Zapatista takeover of 

San Cristobal de las Casas on January 1994 

there was a cease-fire which ended the 

open military confrontation of the first 

days of the uprising. The first level of 

peace talks were held on February 1994 

in the cathedral of San Cristobal de las 

Casas between the rebels and the Institu-

tional Revolutionary Party (PRI). The 

Zapatistas realized that the only true way 

to get peace and democracy was not only 

through economic demands but social 

and political reform. (The agreements 

addressed by the Zapatistas would not 

connect with the situation in Chiapas 

since the existence of the single-party 

rule at the national level.) After months 

of deliberations, the Zapatistas rejected 

the accords, arguing the government 

completely ignored their demands for 

democratization. The Zapatistas decided 

to expand their influence in civil society. 

A survey conducted on January 7,1994, 

showed 61% of the residents of Mexico 

City supported the Zapatistas goal but not 

their use of violence. This percentage had 

risen to 75% by February 18, while the 

first peace talks were taking place. Fol-

lowing the rejections of the government s 

peace proposal, the Zapatistas wanted to 

strengthen their bargaining position. The 

EZLN called for the first of three National 

Democratic Conventions in August. This 

inspired and aided the formation of other 

coalitions and organizations. Organiza-

tions like the National Women s Conven-

tion, state conventions (in Chiapas, Oaxa-

ca, Morelos, Veracruz, 

Durango, Sinaloa, Zacate-

cas, Guerrero and Michoa-

can), and the Movement 

of National Liberation, 

headed by former presi-

dential candidate and cur-

rent governor of Mexico 

City, Cuauhtemoc Carde-

nas. This broad based 

organizing brought fear in 

the eyes of the govern-

ment. Zedillo (current 

president of Mexico) 

broke his cease-fire. The 

army launched a massive 

Tzeltal, Tzotzil, Tc^olabal, Chols, Mams and Zoques military offensive in Chia-

are the indigenous people of Mexico who supprot the pas. They seized an area of 

Zapatistas 

groups have been active in areas of the 

non:h and central highlands, where there 

is support for the Zapatistas, but the Zap-

atista army could offer less protection 

than if it were in the heart of the move-

"Work, land, shelter, bread, health, educa-

tion, democracy, liberty, peace, independence 

and justice" is the Zapatistas succinct 

eleven-word program. No human being 

should be deprived o f any o f the elements of 

this program. 

ment -the Lacandon jungle. Lacandonean 

communities support the Zapatistas and 

are angry at the government s history of 

breaking agreements. The north and cen-

tral highlands are deeply divided by the 

government and many citizens fear for 

their lives. 

As a result of the high unemployment 

and landlessness rates it was easy to mobi-

lize pro-PRI paramilitary groups. Men are 

recruited into these groups, and attack 

their fellow villagers. On December 22, 

1997, a group of well-armed men 

approached a group of worshippers at the 

entrance to a chapel in the indigenous 

town of Acteal. They opened fire and 

killed several people in the chapel. The 

attackers pursued the victims as they fled 

into the mountains and killed 45 unarmed, 

innocent Indians. Autopsies proved that 

the majority of the victims were shot in 

the back while fleeing for their lives. 

Thousands have died at the hands of these 

paramihtary groups (500 were killed in 

1997 alone). The paramilitaries are creat-

ed to protect the interests of the rich and 

leave the poor Indians landless, with noth-

ing, not even their lives. 

PEACE PROCESS 
There have been many attempts for 

peace in Mexico between the Zapatistas 

and the Mexican government. Throughout 

negotiations, the Mexican government has 

shown its unwillingness to negotiate in 

good faith for peace. They have violated 

territory that had been 

under Zapatista control 

and arrested dozens of unarmed political 

activists suspected of being Zapatista sup-

porters. Despite the governments viola-

tion of the 1994 cease-fire, the EZLN 

agreed to start a new round of peace talks. 

On Feb. 16 1996 the San Andres Accord 

was signed between the Zapatistas and 

the government. This accord was made to 

grant the rights for the indigenous people. 

It would have guaranteed limited constitu-

tional autonomy to the nations indigenous 

people. After many months of negotia-

tions, it gave Mexico s 800 Indian-majority 

municipalities or counties local control 

over their own territories, natural 

resources, justice and educational sys-

continued on pg 21 
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The Eevolution in Colombia 
continued from pg. 18 

fight the FARC. The American CIA has the 

biggest Latin American station in Bogota, 

capital of Colombia. The School of the 

Americas (SOA) based in Georgia notori-

ous for training some of the most brutal 

military killers across Latin America had 

graduated 124 out of the 247 military per-

sonnel cited in El Terrorismo de Estatado 

en Colombia for human rights abuses in 

Colombia. 

In 1991, the US lead a revamping of the 

Colombian military intelligence appara-

tus. Forty one new intelligence networks 

or death squads were for the surveillance 

of unarmed civilians. One of these was 

responsible for the murder of 57 civilians 

over two years of 

operation in the 

Magdalena Valley. 

Amongst the mur-

dered were the 

President, ' Vice 

President and Trea-

surer of the local 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Workers Union. 

I n f o r m a t i o n 

about these secret 

networks was 

revealed only after 

ex-agents fearing 

for their lives testi-

fied. Saul Segura one such ex-agent who 

spoke out, was murdered inside his prison 

cell. 

In 1994, Amnesty International accused 

the US of allowing anti-drug aid to be 

diverted to murderous counter-insurgency 

programs. Frank Smyth, a freelance jour-

nalist, writes that, the CIA bears some 

responsibility for the prbiiferation of drug 

trafficking in the Magdalena Valley since it 

supported rightist counterinsurgertcy 

forces who run drugs. 

The US policy indeed was slow to warm 

to new Colombian President Pastrana s 

strategy of peace and offering limited 

concessions to the guerrilla forces. The 

FARC Rebels in the 

recent victories of the FARC against the 

fascist/military forces have forced the 

Colombian ruling class to talk peacc 

with the rebels. Talks between the FARC 

and the Pastrana regime which officially 

opened on January 7 this year have bro-

ken down due to a murderous rampage by 

the fascist AUC . 

According to the Economist, in the vil-

lage of Playon de Orozco in the northern 

province of Magdalena a group of 70 heav-

ily armed AUC thugs dragged 27 church-

goers, several children among them, out of 

a baptismal mass and shot them in front of 

the priest and their families. In the south-

ern jungle town of ElTigre, some 30 peas-

ants were shot, decapitated or hacked to 

death with 

machetes. In 

all over 150 

people were 

killed within 

a week by the 

AUC. Their 

b u t c h e r y 

ranged over 

six provinces 

where they 

tortured and 

killed anyone 

suspected of 

Mountains of Colombia sympathies to 

the FARC. 

(Economist 1,16,99) 

Lead fascist Castano demands a place at 

the talks between the FARC and the gov-

ernment. Guerrilla leader Marulanda of 

the FARC has rejected this out of hand 

pointing out that the fascists are spon-

sored by the government. Indeed under 

the previous regime of President Samper 

in Colombia, there was a much more open 

coddling of fascist forces. Samper initiated 

a policy of setting up legal armed self-

defense groups , known as Convivir, for 

the purpose of fighting the guerrillas. 

These served as an effective recruiting 

ground for the main fascist organizations. 

The AUC grew to an organization of some 

5000 men nation-wide thanks to this poli-

cy. It was later revealed that Samper 

received $6 million in funds from the Cali 

drug cartel. 

It was a well known by Human Rights 

organizations that the official military 

forccs and the fascist forces would on 

many occasions engage in joint operations 

against villages suspected of rebel sympa-

thies. 

Coca Cola - Brings You Death 
The service of right-wing paramilitaries 

does not stop at the Colombian ruling 

class. Foreign multinationals like Coca 

Cola, Nestle and British Petroleum 

amongst others who have set up shop in 

Colombia have been accused by human 

rights and labor activists as sponsoring 

death squad violence against labor orga-

nizers. The International Confederation of 

Free Trade Unions states that of the 300 

trade unionists murdered around the 

world in 1997, 156 were from Colombia. 

More than 2,300 activists of the Central 

Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT) the main 

labor federation in Colombia have been 

murdered since its founding in 1986. In 

the troubled oil producing city of Barran-

cabermeja fascists murdered at least 11 

workers of the London based British 

Petroleum Co. prompting a series of 

strikes by gun-carrying trade unionists. 

(Economist 9,5,98) What the bourgeois 

Economist failed to mention was that the 

workers struck because they suspected 

the company (BP) to be behind the 

attacks , according to the Resource Center 

of the Americas. According to this same 

source on December 5,1996 fascists killed 

a union organizer at the Coca Cola plant 

in Carepa, tried to kidnap three others and 

burned down the union offices.At the Cali 

Goodyear plant, death squads calling 

themselves Colombia Without Guerrillas 

and Death To Trade Unionists have been 

threatening the lives of trade unionists. 

The Anncd Struggle of the People Must 
Be Supported 

Anyone familiar with the novelist 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez s A Thousand 

Years of Solitude will have an under-

standing of the long history of repression 

and civil war that has plagued Colombia. 

The primary struggle has involved the 

armed violence of landowners against the 

rural population.The present day guerrilla 

forces have their roots in the 60s, particu-

larly in response to the massacre of Mar-

quetalia in 1964 when the Peasant Repub-

lic of Marquetalia was brutally destroyed 

by the army. The Revolutionary Armed 

Forces of Colombia - People s Army (FARC: 

EP) and the National Liberation Army 

(ELN) were formed with strong bases 

amongst the rural people of Colombia.Thc 

FARC was influenced by the Colombian 

Communist Party and the ELN was 

inspired by Cuban revolutionary Che Gue 

vara s strategy for taking power.These two 

groups remain the strongest rebel move-

ments in Colombia controlling roughly 

half of the land mass. 

The FARC and ELN are both committed 

to a vision of a socialist society in which 

the resources of the nation are stripped 

from the drug lords and big landowners 

and used instead to alleviate the great suf-

fering of the Colombian masses.The strug-

gle of Colombia s rural poor and urban 

working class to defend their lives and 

livelihoods against the US backed Colom-

bian cocaine-death squad state has 

reached a critical point over the past year. 

The Economist writes ominously. Were 

the talks to breakdown...it might even 

drag the US, however unwillingly, halfway 

into yet another jungle-based guerrilla 

war. Efforts by the US to prop up their 

weakened client state at the expense of 

the people of Colombia must be fiercely 

resisted by the American working class 

and all people of conscience. 

Not a Dime for the Colombian Cocaine-

Death Squad R^ime! 

Land to the Landless, Factories to the 

Workers, for a Revolutionary Socialist 

Government of Workers and Peasants! 1! 

Born Without Faces 
continued from pg20 

tems. Unfortunately, Zedillo vetoed the 

agreements after 7 months. 

Zedillo wants peace under his own 

terms, which means the liquidation of the 

Zapatistas, not the aspirations of the 

masses. EZLN responded by breaking off 

peace talks because their demands were 

violated. The Zapatistas pledged not to 

return to peace talks until they were con-

vinced the government truly wanted 

peace and had stopped hunting them 

down as terrorists. They accused the gov-

ernment of talking peace but sanctioning 

increased military activity in Chiapas 

state. 

The situation in Mexico gets worse 

daily. After the signing of NAFTA the sit-

uation in Mexico has gotten bloodier. 

NAFTA with its pollution, land stealing 

and sweatshops, coupled with the para-

militaries assaults and suppression of the 

people, have enforced a grim reality upon 

the indigenous peoples of Mexico. Over 

18 million citizens live in extreme pover-

ty. The longest-ruling state party in 

the known universe, the PRl, contin-

ues to control the political machine 

in Mexico. The Zapatistas are trying 

their best to get the rights of the 

Tzotzil, Tzeltal, Tojolabal, Choi, 

Zoques, and Mams of Mexico. The 

oppression of these Indians has 

been a reality since the nations of 

Europe began their brutal conquest 

of the New World. Resistance has 

always existed in the history of Mex-

ico from Cuauhtemoc (the Descend-

ing Eagle) and the Aztec Empire 

resistance to the Spanish Conquest 

of Hernan Cortes in 1521 to Zapata 

and the Mexican Revolution in 1910 

and now, the Zapatistas. Oppression 

has been met by armed resistance 

movements. As the spirits of these 

revolutionaries flow through the 

mountains, the resistance will con 

tinue until justice has found its truc 

meaning. As all Zapatistas and revo 

lutionaries.say Viva Zapata . 
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IntimidatB 
BY DEBRA BEHR 

Intimidate me. 
Corrier me with your 
confusions, delusions 

I won't teiugh in your face. 
Suffocate me 

Batter me with your, 
convictions, contradictions. 

Go ahead I'm listening. 
Why should I speak, 

when your opinions, criticisms 
bring me to my knees 

Lecture me. 
Strangle out my identity 

Don't let me breath.. 
Rape me. 

Violate me with your, 

Deafening revolutions nestle in the 
cleavage of 
your breasts , ^ 

l-ringed priests 

H * 

glqry at̂ the mating 
jir ̂ thighs 

gf lions, a lail^L'tobs 

strewn a ./I'K.. 
' ' ^ ride " 

m 

i i 

spmi^n fast 
the|t̂ |>ojr$ lipon the liight when 

^ ^d^ath blow down your name 
A bii^^of Hurricanes, 

A swarm of summer wind. 

Yo^ laughter, pealing tall 
above the bells of ruined cathedrals. 
Children reach between your teeth 

; for charts to live their Mves. 
' A stomp of feet, A bevy of swift hands. 
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I E " "" "^'""m 

W i t h d e a t h c o m i n g t h r o u g h t h e f r o n t d o p e t o b r i n g her l ife t o 
d e m i s e . A m o t h e r m a d e a p r o m i s e t o h e r d a u g h t e r a t h e r b e d -
s ide . 

N 6 o r d i n a r y p r o m i s e , l ike t h o s e m a d e w i t h huf r ian f e e l i n g s . 
T h i s p r o m i s e h a d a d e e p s p i r i t u a l m e a n i n g . You s e e p h y s i c a l 
a n d s p i r i t u a l a r e n o t o n e in t h e s a m e , if o n e c e a s e s to ex is t t h e 
o t h e r c a n st i l l R e m a i n . 

Even t h o u g h s h e f o r k e d l ike a s lave d u r i n g t h e d a y a n d s l e p t 
in t h e C i n d e r s a t n i g h t , t h e p r o m i s e f r o m her m o t h e r bu i l t h e r 
f a i t h , g a v e her h o p e , "A L i g h t . " T h i s " L i g h t " m a n i f e s t e d i tsel f 
in t h e m o s t m a g i c a l d e e d s , if C i n d e r e l l a w a n t e d s o m e t h i n g ; it 
p r o v i d e d h e r t h a t n e e d . ; 

A g r a n d b a l l w a s to t a k e p l a c e o n t h i s n i g h t , so g r a n d w a s it 
b e c a u s e a t t h i s ba l l t h e p r i n c e w a s t o c h o o s e a wife . " D o n ' t 
t h i n k a b o u t g o i n g " C i n d e r e l l a w a s t o l d , "your c l o t h e s a r e cin-
der; r a g g e d a n d o i d v ' K i i 

"For y o u to a t t end^a b a l l w o u l d b e a s in . " B u t a las ! T h e 
b l e s s i n g . T h i s " L i g h t " w a s t o m a n i f e s t i tse l f a g a i n . C i n d e r e l l a 
j u s t n e e d ask . to b e a d o r n e d w i t h t h e m o s t b e a u t i f u l g o w n 
c o m p l i m e n t s of he r b l e s s i n g , w a s a s i m p l e t a s k . 

T h e e l e g a n c e of C i n d e r e l l a shineid b r i g h t fo r a l l t o see. H e r 
m o s t b e a u t i f u l a t t r i b u t e e x i l e d i n h e r h u m i l i t y 

T h e p r i n c e w a s e n g u l f e d in t h e l igh t t h a t w a s C i n d e r e l l a . 
T h e n a n d f o r e v e r h e w o u l d k n o w if he c o u l d / m a k e h e r h is w i f e 
h e w o u l d never le t her go.- T h e y u n i t e d a n d w e r e s e p a r a t e d 
f r o m e a c h other . T h e p r i n c e p u t o n a d e s p e r a t e s e a r c h 
b e c a u s e h e c h o s e t o b e w i t h n o o ther . B u t w e r e w o u l d h e look? 
W h a t w o u l d he do? H i s a n s w e r w a s t o ind t h e p r i n c e s s w h o f i t 
t h e lost shoe . 

Oh , t h e s t e p - m o t h e r a n d t h e s i s t e r s t r i e d to p r e v e n t C i n d e r e l -
l a a n d t h e P r i n c e f r o m b e i n g c o m b i n e d , b u t al l t h e y g o t for 
t h e i r e f f o r t s a r e b l o o d y f e e t a n d g o i n g b l i n d . 

C i n d e r e l l a ' s f a i t h p r e v a i l e d ; s h e w a s a s f r e e as t h e b i r d s w h o 
h e l p e d her d o Her c h o r e s . B e i n g a s lave, s l e e p i n g in t h e cin-
d e r s w a s s o m e t h i n g s h e n e e d n o t d o a n y m o r e . 

L i fe for t h e p r i n c e a n d C i n d e r e l l a n o w a n d forever w a s 
e n c h a n t i n g bl iss. H a v i n g f a i t h , b e i n g h u m b l e b r o u g h t rea l i t y t o 
a m o t h e r ' s p r o m i s e . 

by A l b e r t A d e l l 1 1 9 9 

The capitalist system look what it has 
done to me. I have to bath in the street 
My black face! my black nose! gets dis-
criminated on everyway i go, 

look what the fucking 
bourgiese did to me. !!! 

Standing in the street with no clothes or 
food to eat... Nappy hair,! Black skin! no 
job i have to sin. The tourist look at me 
and they SCAR. 
"look at this black negro with no potential 
to survive". The capitalist have taken 
away my right so i have to change to 
socialism so i can fight!! fight!!fight! 
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BET ON THE 
FREEDOM 

B u s e s a r ^ ^ ^ l i i a n d L e 

Call The ( i ) ] l ^ K V o i c e artU 

a m 

your seat 

982-309l ' 'or Gol legevoice@uia.net 
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