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W h a t  up k id s ? I t ’s ya  bo y  R a’Ch a u n . t h e  E d it o r - in -C h ie f  of Se r p e n tin e  M a g a z in e ,

THE PREMIER LITERATURE AND A rT  MAGAZINE OF ThE  COLLEGE OF STATEN ISLAND. ThIS 

TIME AROUND WE GOT SOMETHING HOT AND FRESH FOR YOU GUYS. OUR FIRST POD CAST IS 

UP, CHECK IT OUT ON THE WEB AT SeRPENTINEMAGAZ1NE.BLOGSPOT.COM AND PLEASE 

BELIEVE ME THAT WE WILL HAVE MORE FOR YOU HOT AND FRESH FO’REAL IN THE NEAR 

FUTURE. W e HOPE YOU CHECKED OUT THE SERPENTINE FlASH FICTION EVENT THAT TOOK 

PLACE ON A p r i l  2, 2008 in  th e  G re e n  D o lp h in  lo u n g e . W e w o rk e d  lo n g  a n d  h a rd  

(T h a t ’s w h a t she said.) t o  g e t  th is  in t o  y o u r  hands we hope yo u  e n jo y  it .

P.S. I f  th is  l e t t e r  o f fe n d e d  a nyone , I  a p o lo g iz e , I  suppose we d o n ’t  HvWE th e

SAME SENSE OF HUMOR.

Peace /  L ove  

E d it o r - in -C h ie f

S e r p e n t in e  M a g a z in e  

S t a t e n  I s la n d , N i f  10:)l 4
\ Q  ? ' ’ 6

MAGAZINE.SkKF£NTlNliv^liMAIL.COM

A  PUBLICATION OF SERPENTINE MAGAZINE. A  STUDENT ORGANIZATION OF T h E COLLEGE

OF St a te n  I slan d . Se r p e n tin e  M a g a z in e  is published  by  students  of T h e  Co lle g e  

OF St a te n  I slan d . A l l  w orks c o n t a in e d  w it h in  this  pu b lic a tio n  are property of

THEIR CREATORS AND ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT LAW. N o  MATERIALS WITHIN THIS PUB­

LICATION M/\Y BE REPRINTED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, IN ANY FORM, WITHOUT THE CONSENT 

OF THE CREATORS THEMSELVES. OPINION EXPRESSED HERIN ARE THOSE OF THE WRITERS 

AND ARE NOT NECESSARILY SHARED BY SERPENTINE STAFF OR T h E COLLEGE OF STATEN

I s lan d . T h e  Co lle g e  of Sta te n  I slan d  a n d  T h e  C it y  U n iv e r s ity  of N ew  Y o r k  are 

NOT responsible FOR THE CONTENTS OF THIS MAGAZINE. SERPENTINE IS NOT RESPONSIBLE 

FOR RETURN OR LOSS OF ANY/aLL SUBMISSION.



C o v e r  A r t  f o r  S e r p e n t i n e  a n d  A r t i f a c t s  

D r a w i n g  b y  J o e  B r u s h  

C o l o r  b y  O p p e n h e i m e r

P a g e  5  -  “ S h o w g i r l ”  b y  A l i s o n  L a n g l e i b e n  

P a g e  6  -  “ 1 A m  T i r e d ”  b y  R a ’ C h a u n  R o g e r s  

P a g e  8  -  “ S t a c e y ’s  F i f t h  A p p e n d a g e ”  b y  

N a n c y  S m i t h  

P a g e  9 - 1 1  -  “ S u m m e r t i m e  &  t h e  L i v i n ’ i s  E a s y ”

b y  N S R B  ^

P a g e  1 2  -  “ ^ a s e d  O n  A  T r u e  S t o r y ”  b y

A s h l e y  H u r w i t z  

P a g e  1 3 - 1 5  -  “ I  S u p p o s e  N o t ”  b y  

'   ̂ „  J a n u a r y  K a y s e r

P a g e  1 7  -  “ A  G o o d  D a y ”  b y  E s t h e r  A k i n w u m n i  

P a g e  1 8  -  “ T h e  A b y s m a l  M a n ”  b y

V  A  W e b e r

P a g ^  1 9  -  “ U n t i t l e d ”  b y  Y a n a  L e v i t s k a y a  

P a g e  2 0  -  “ M a s k  T r a n s p a r e n c y ”  b y  E v a n  P e r e z  

“ I  ( E y e ) ”  b y  A n t h o n y  D e p r i m o



S H O W G IR L
BY 

ALISON I^NGLGIBEN

In this light I am bizarre.
My eye sockets glow.

This is my stratagem, my disguise. 
They tell me the euitain is rising.

Here are my teeth that refleet the light. 
Here are my bloody ballerina toes.

I am invisible beneath my glittering eloak. 
I must be invisible now.

What are they looking for.̂
My guts.5 

I have hidden them earefully, 
Tueked them gently beneath the skin.

They want to enter my head.
'fhey want to ehop it oft',

I1ie visceral plug to my soul.
Hie want to scalp me clean.

But my short golden hair is a helmet 
And everyone loves a blonde.

Hicrc is a shadow sitting on me.
I1ic stagehands are all touching me.

Do they know how much I cost.̂
I am auctioned off three times a day. 

People love to sec the bizarre, 
touch it, then scamper away.

My production is quite a scene.
I low' madly I always tap dance. 

'I'hci'c is a monkey in the sixth act,
I Ic is plotting to steal the show.

What a great number of visitors 
Have come to watch me go.

The fourth act is me cutting my nails. 
I say it’s a metaphor for hara-kiri.

The audience loves a mad ride 
And I give it to them for free. 

They always seem to forget my fee. 
But we ha\̂ e to give them a show\

I1ie fiftih act is what kills.
I do stand-up comedy, I magically evaporate 

I'ill all that is left of me, is a hollowed out laugh 
Sometimes I can’t even see.

The sixth act and I’m somebody else- 
Fhc monkey, with my diamond edged \ oice. 

He is wearing my glittering show-heels. 
He is wearing my corset and top hat.

How they hee-haw at wiiat e become. 
But this is always what they saw' in me.

I am a traveling show' thing.
I must belong in a zoo.

Now the euitain closes, the big “Oh my!” 
Now I can escape this humbuggeiT!
But the manager is waiting tor me.

But the audience is howling for an encore.

S ^ r p ^ n t i n e  5
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G e t  P u b l i s h e d  i n  T h i r d  R a i l  M a g a z i n e !
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Staten Island, NY 1 0 3 1 4
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* * S t a c e ^ s  F i f t h  A p p e n d a g e ** 

B y  N a n c y  S m i t h

I ’iM SIC K  AND TIRED OF BEING HELD A G A IN ST  S t A C EY ’s  EAII. H e R H A N D S ARE SO  FULL  
OF GERM S AND  HER BREATH SM ELLS LIKE A T O ILET. I GAG ALL TH E TIME FROM T H IS .
I ESPECIALLY HATE IT W HEN SH E  TEX T M E SSA G E S HER F R IE N D S . I HATE IT W HEN SH E  P U S H E S  
MY ‘ b̂ u t t o n s ’’ WITH T H O SE  P R IS SY  F r ENCH M A N tC U R 0>  FIN G ERN AILS OF H E R S .
H o w  WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE POK ED C O N ST A N T L Y ? H e R VOICE IS  SO  LOUD; I END U P  WITH 

AN EARACHE EVERYDAY. A n D D O N ’t  GET ME STARTED O N  THE WAY SH E  C AR ELESSLY  T O S S E S  
ME IN HER F e NOI B A G  FULL OF C R A P . S h E SW IN G S H Eft BAG SO  MUCH I G ET S E A S IC K .
W h e n  s h e  a r r i v e s  h o m e , i n s t e a d  o f  g e n t l y  l o w e r i n g  h e r  b a g  o n  h e r  b e d ,
SH E  SL A M S IT DOWN LIKE A  W R EST L ER . I HAVE THE B R U IS E S  TO  PRO VE IT .

I KNOW ALL HER SE C R E T S . W h IL E  SH E  G A B S TO HER F R IE N D S, I P A S S  ALONG T l ^  

INFORMATION TO MY OTHER C O H O R T S. BLACKM AIL IS SO  CHIC N O W A DA YS. R eV E N G E  A G A INST  
S t a c e y  h a s  b e e n  o n  m y  m in d  l a t e l y .  I ^ E | BBBIittW EiGHiN G  t h e  p r o s  a i ^  c o n s  o f  t h i s .
I KNOW  EXACTLY WHAT I ’LL D O . i MY T E N r S S m ^ O  HER EARDRUM . S h E  WILL
CRY TO HER MOM AND WE WILL BE RdsHIED '» | ( ^ ^ ^ M E R G E N C ^ ^ O O M . T h E  INTERN WILL 
EXAMINE HER AND IMMEDIATELY M D E R  A C S ^ ^ ^ ^ Q p l l ^ E R W A I i ^  SH E WILL C O N SU L T  WITH  
A SU R G E O N . T h e y  w i l l  D IS C U S ^ ^ H E  O P T I O N S ^ ^ m B E R  P A R E N T sll^ M  SU R E  HER FOLKS WILL 
O PT  FOR SU R G E R Y . I n  MY M I N D ^  E Y E , I SE E  S t S t c E Y  SCREAM ING HYSTERICALLY,
"N o s u r g e r y !  I LOVE MY FIFTW APPEND AG E SO  MMpH THAT IT HAS ^ N A L L Y  BECOM E A  
PART OF ME.**

i ¥ n U . U M O I€« WHEN HBE BAEENTS INSIST ON THE S U IfM n g O H g fc llS B ^  Wiki. n B E  MB PM M  
S t AC«Y*S BBBBBSMON. A p n m  THB MKISION i s  ANB NUESSS WILL

IBBEB p »B  THB su B B m Y s« lT ,,^ A  s o u M N  s u e n  a n  b x t b b m b

ftCASB .AS. S T A e B Y * $ J ^ % A e m y $ ^ ^ # i i H & r o . ^ ' a n b s t h b s i a  A tm
IvB L B  eOUNT' BAeiCMfABB nO M IB N B  H U N i w ^ ^ N B  HAVB A U U m  HOW THEY WILL

,  ̂ - -T> ^ -,iu7*lgKr
MAKS THE IN e iS ieN . IP THBY CUT AN ABTBRY^OK VWN>SHB W L L ^BU W I^IK ^^ IP THEY CUT TOO
PAE INTO ram  BAIWEUM, SHE WIU. LOSE HBE MBAEIN»r H b S S B u ^ S ^ ^ S o U ^ Y  BACE BUTSIBB THE
BBm ATINB EOBM; t h e y  BkANCE CONTINIMUSLY AT THB C L O efu 'T n B  S U E S S ^ l A ^ S  PBE ABOUT PIVE

%HB4IES.
. . ' :.S ' , ' , .

F i n a l l y ,  I c a n  im a b in b  b o o e  S t a c e y  b b in b  w h b b lb b  b u t  a n b  i n t b  h e e  b o o m .
T h B a n b s t h b s i a  WBAES BPP a n b  s h e  a s k s  HBB BAEBNTS ip  TItB BBBEATIBIf IS A SV CC BSS.
H e e  b a e e n t s  a e b  b v b e j b y b b  t b  p in a l l y  h a v b  h e e  p e b b  b p  t k e  b a n b b e b u s  p ip t h  a b b b n b a b b .
T b ABS w il l  SLOWLY CBUESE BBWN THEIE CHEEKS AS THBY APPIEM THB BBBEATIBN’s  SU CC ESS.
S t a c e y  w il l  a s k  a b b v t  h b e  m b s t  b b w e b  b b s s b s s i o n : *m b . ’ H e e  b a b b n t s  w il l  b x b l a i n  t b  h e e

THAT THE SlfBB E B N  WAS SB PASCtNATBB BY THIS CASE THAT HE ASKBB IP HB CBULB KEBS ME. I NBW > 
EBSIBE IN AN ALCBHBL PILLBB M B . i AM BBBM PBBB ANB EBST BN TBB OP THB SU EBBBN ’s  B ESK .
I WILL NAVB MY PIPTEBN MINUTES BP PAMB ANB S tA C E Y  WILL BE PBBBVBB BISCBNNBCTBB PEBM MB

% r p e n l i n e



Summertime and t h e  L i v i n ’ i s  Easy
B y :  N S R B

I  can fin a lly  see m y s e l f ^  Inow, and at la s t ,  I  can see my companion. But coming to see was not so easy. Too much time had been spent s if t in g  through imper- Ifections, mistakes, and depending Ion someone, or something, to con- Isisten tly  reassure me that “every­th ing w ill be okay.” Because of Ithis, ‘happiness’ tends to run lout, lik e  t o i le t  paper, and run- Ining to the store to buy more becomes an everlasting goal. Such [dependence jeopardizes the a b ility  Ito truly recognize and appreciate [individuals for who they actually  lare.
O n e  s u m m e r  o n  a  s l e e p l e s s  

I n i g h t ,  I  p h o n e d  m y  n e w  n e i g h b o r  
l a n d  p a l  t o  k e e p  m e  c o m p a n y  u n t i l  I  
I g o t  s l e e p y .  I t  w a s  u n c h a r a c t e r i s -  
I t i c  o f  m e  t o  t r o u b l e  s o m e o n e  I  h a d  
I k n o w n  o n l y  f o r  a  f e w  w e e k s  a t  s u c h  
| a  l a t e  h o u r .  L u c k i l y  f o r  m e ,  h e  

/ a s  s t i l l  a w a k e .  I  w a s  t i r e d  a n d  
/ e a r y ,  b u t  I  c o u l d  n o t  s l e e p .  

[ I n s o m n i a . . .  a  l i f e - l o n g  p r o b l e m  I  
h a d  n e v e r  f u l l y  r e s o l v e d ;  n o r  h a d  
I  a c c e p t e d  s l e e p i n g  p i l l s  a s  a  

[ s o l u t i o n .  We  d e c i d e d  t o  g o  f o r  a  
m l k  a n d  w a n d e r e d  i n t o  t h e  w o o d s  

I b e h i n d  t h e  d o r m s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
) f  o u r  i s o l a t e d  c o l l e g e  c a m p u s .’he multitude of lamplights ;hroughout the campus was blinding jat th is  time of night, and [although there was nobody around, [the lig h t made me fee l exposed and vulnerable.

S q u i s h . . .  s q u i s h .  C r u n c h . . .  
[ c r u n c h . . . c r u n c h . . .  w e r e  t h e  g e n t l e  
[ s o u n d s  m y  f e e t  m a d e  a s  t h e y  c o m ­
p r e s s e d  t h e  e a r t h  b e n e a t h ,  t h e n  
b r o k e  a n d  s h a t t e r e d  t h e  d e a d  
l e a v e s  a n d  f a l l e n  t w i g s ,  s t e p  b y  

[ s t e p .  T h u m p .  C r u n c h ,  c r u n c h .  
[ S q u i s h ,  s q u i s h .

“ A r e  y o u  o k a y ? ”  a s k e d  m y

t a l l ,  s l e n d e r - b u t  s t r o n g - c o m -  
p a n i o n ,  w i t h  a  g e n t l e  f a c e ,  a n d  
w h o m  I  c o u l d  n o t  s e e .  H e  s t r e t c h e d  
o u t  h i s  a r m ,  “ D o  y o u  n e e d  t o  h o l d  
m y  h a n d ? ”

“ N o ,  t h a n k s , ”  I  r e p l i e d ,  “ I  
n e e d  t o  t e a c h  m y  e y e s  h o w  t o  s e e  
i n  t h e  d a r k . ”  T h u m p . . . c r u n c h ,  
c r u n c h ,  s q u i s h ,  s q u i s h .  “ I ’ m o k a y !  
K e e p  w a l k i n g  I  c a n  f o l l o w . ”  I  
q u i c k e n e d  m y  p a c e  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
d i s g u i s e  m y  i n e l e g a n c e .  I  w a s  
a f r a i d  o f  t h e  d a r k ,  y e t  I  d i d  n o t  
t u r n  b a c k .

I  h a d  a l w a y s  w a n t e d  a n  o l d e r  
b r o t h e r —  s o m e o n e  t o  p r o t e c t  m e ,  
t o  g u i d e  m e ,  t o  t e a c h  m e ,  t o  
i n t r o d u c e  m e  t o  c o o l ,  f u n  p e o p l e  
I ’ d  t y p i c a l l y  b e  t o o  s h y  t o  
a p p r o a c h ,  a n d  t o  m o t i v a t e  m e ,  s o  
t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  d o  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  m y s e l f .  H e  w o u l d  b e  a n  
a r c h e t y p i c a l  r o l e  m o d e l :  h a n d s o m e ,  
s t r o n g ,  k e e n ,  b e n e v o l e n t ,  p a t i e n t  
a n d  w o u l d  n o t  p o s e  a s  a  c o m p e t i ­
t i v e  t h r e a t  w h i c h  a n  o l d e r  s i s t e r  
w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  d o .  I  w o u l d  
s t r i v e  t o  b e c o m e  s u c c e s s f u l  s o  
t h a t  h e  w o u l d  b e  p r o u d  o f  m e .  
H o w e v e r ,  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d e e m e d  m e  
t o  b e  a  f i r s t - b o r n ,  a n d  f o r  a  
d e c a d e ,  I  w a s  a n  o n l y  c h i l d .  B e i n g  
t h e  f i r s t - b o r n  m e a n t  b e i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  t o  t e s t  t h e  w a t e r .  I t  m e a n t  
t a k i n g  t h e  f i r s t  b i t e  o f  a  c o m ­
p l e t e l y  f o r e i g n  d i s h  a n d  d e c i d i n g  
w h e t h e r  o r d e r i n g  i t  w a s  a  g o o d  
c h o i c e ,  o r  a  h u g e  m i s t a k e .  I t  
m e a n t  s e t t i n g  a  s t a n d a r d .  T a k i n g  
t h e s e  r i s k s  i n s t i l l e d  s u c h  f r i g h t ,  
b u t  p e r h a p s  i t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  “ o u r  
l i g h t ,  n o t  o u t  d a r k n e s s  t h a t  
f r i g h t e n s  u s .  ”

I f  m y  f r i e n d  h a d  n o t  a c c o m p a ­
n i e d  m e ,  I  s t i l l  w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  
a  w a l k  a r o u n d  c a m p u s ,  b u t  t h e  
t h o u g h t  o f  w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  

w o o d s  w o u l d  h a v e  e v e n  c r o s s e d



m y  m i n d .  I  f e a r e d  g e t t i n g  
[ a t t a c k e d ,  l o s t ,  l e f t  b e h i n d  a l o n e ,  
| b e a t e n  u p  o r  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  n o  o n e  

^ o u l d  n o t i c e  t h a t  I  h a d  b e e n  m i s s -  
l i n g .  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  m y  n e i g h b o r  
■ t o o  w e l l ,  b u t  I  k n e w  t h a t  I  w a n t e d  
I t o  k n o w  a n d  t o  t r u s t  h i m .  A l l  I  
l u n d e r s t a n d  o f  h i m  w a s  t h a t  h e  w a s  
l a  f e w  y e a r s  o l d e r ,  a  P H . D  s t u d e n t ,  
| a  l i n g u i s t i c s  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t ,  

J a p a n e s e  t u t o r ,  a n d  a  c o m p u t e r  
l a n d  v i d e o  g a m e  n e r d ,  w a s  t o n e d  a n d  
I f i t ,  a n d  h a d  a  g i r l f r i e n d .  W h a t  I  
[ d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e s e  f a c t s  w a s  t h a t  
I h e  w a s  w i s e ,  d i l i g e n t ,  p a t i e n t ,  
[ p e r c e p t i v e ,  c o n f i d e n t ,  a n d  c a r i n g .  
I l  a s s u m e d  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
l a b o u t  h i m ,  a l t h o u g h  I  h a d  n o t  
I r e a l l y  o b s e r v e d  h i s  t r u e  n a t u r e  t o  
I p r o v e  w h e t h e r  m y  a s s u m p t i o n s  w e r e  
[ c o r r e c t ,  o r  i f  I  h a d  o n l y  a s s i g n e d  
I t h e s e  t r a i t s  t o  h i m  b e c a u s e  t h a t  

m s  h o w  I  w a n t e d  t o  ( n e e d e d  t o )  
[ s e e  h i m .  I  w a s  a f r a i d  o f  a s k i n g  
[ q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  m i s t o o k  m y  a s s u m p -  
[ t i o n s  f o r  b e l i e f ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  
[ k n e w  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  o f t e n  I  q u e s -  

; i o n  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  a n s w e r  w i l l  

[ a l w a y s  b e  t h e  s a m e .
S q u i s h . . .  s q u i s h . . .  t h u m p .  I  

[ s i g h e d ,  “ M u d .  W h e n  d i d  i t  r a i n ?  
[ V u c k .  I  w a s  n o t  p a y i n g  e n o u g h  
[ a t t e n t i o n  t o  w h e r e  I  w a s  s t e p p i n g  
[ a n d  w a s  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  w h e r e  m y  
[ n e i g h b o r  w a s  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e .  I  w a s  
[ a l r e a d y  s h a c k l e d  b y  m y  d e p e n d e n c e ,  
[ a n d  I  e v e n  g o t  a  s l i g h t  p a n g  o f  
[ a n g e r  t o w a r d s  h i m  f o r  n o t  w a r n i n g  

l e  o f  s o f t e r  g r o u n d .  S c r a p e . . .  
[ c r u n c h . . .  c r u n c h .  I t  w a s  s o  d a r k  
[ t h a t  I  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  s e e  m y  
[ g u i d e .  V e r t i g o  h a d  h i t  m e .

T h e  m i n d  b e g a n  t o  a s k  q u e s -  
[ t i o n s :  W h a t  w a s  I  d o i n g ?  I  c o u l d  
[ n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  w a s  v e n t u r i n g  
[ t h r o u g h  n a t u r e s  b l a c k o u t  o n  u n f a -  
[ m i l i a r  t e r r a i n  w i t h o u t  a  w o r k i n g  
[ c e l l  p h o n e ,  a n d  w i t h  a  s t r a n g e r ,  
[ n o n e t h e l e s s !  W h o  w a s  m y  c o m p a n i o n ,  
[ a n y w a y ?  W h a t  k i n d  o f  p e r s o n  w a s  I  
[ t o  t r u s t  s o m e o n e  I  b a r e l y  k n e w  t o  
I t a k e  m e  i n t o  t h e  w o o d s  a f t e r  m i d ­

n i g h t ?  I  b e c a m e  l o s t  a n d  
s e q u e s t e r e d  w i t h i n  m y  o w n  t h o u g h t s  
s o  t h a t  I  n o  l o n g e r  k n e w  w h o  I  
w a s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e r e  
w a s  n o  w a y  f o r  m e  t o  r e a l l y  k n o w  
o r  t r u s t  m y  n e i g h b o r . . .  o r  a n y o n e .  I  
c o u l d  o n l y  a s s u m e  i d e n t i t i e s  a n d  
a s s i g n  o n l y  t h e  t r a i t s  t h a t  I  
w a n t e d  i n s t e a d  o f  a c t u a l l y  p a y i n g  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  c u r ­
r e n t  r e a l i t y .

S i n c e  m y  n e i g h b o r  h a d  c o m e  
o u t  t o  k e e p  m e  c o m p a n y  o n  t h i s  
s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t  i n  a  l o n e l y  t o w n ,
I  a l r e a d y  e x p e c t e d  h i m  t o  d o  
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  w i t h  m e ,  f o r  m e ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  m a y  n o t  r e a l l y  w a n t  
t h a t .  I  e x p e c t e d  h i m  t o  h a v e  i d e n ­
t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s ;  t o  s e e  t h e  m o v i e s  
t h a t  I  w a n t e d  t o  s e e ,  t o  l i s t e n  
a n d  e n j o y  t h e  m u s i c  t h a t  I  w o u l d  
w a n t  a n d  t o  b e  m y  c o m p a n i o n  a t  
s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  b e c a u s e  h e  
s t r u c k  m e  a s  s u c h  a  p e o p l e  p e r s o n .  
H e n c e ,  I  c o u l d  m e e t  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  
h i s  s o c i a l  e f f o r t s .  L i k e w i s e ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h e  d i d  I  w o u l d  
a s s u m e  i n t o  m y  o w n  i d e n t i t y  a n d  I  
w o u l d  a c t  t h e  w a y  I  a s s u m e d  w o u l d  
m a k e  h i m  l i k e  m e  m o s t .  I f  h e  d i d  
n o t  c o m p l y  w i t h  m y  s t a n d a r d s  o r  
e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  I  w o u l d  b e c o m e  d i s ­
a p p o i n t e d ,  h u r t ,  b e t r a y e d  a n d  
p r a c t i c a l l y  f i r e  h i m  f r o m  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  b e i n g  m y  b e s t  f r i e n d .  
B u t  h e  w a s n ’ t  e v e n  m y  b e s t  f r i e n d ,  
y e t .  H e  w a s  j u s t  m y  n e i g h b o r -  
f r i e n d .  T r u l y  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s e e  a t  
a l l  r e a l l y  v e x e d  m e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .

I  h a d  t o  c l o s e  m y  e y e s  f o r  a  
f e w  m i n u t e s  a n d  r e f o c u s .  I t  w a s  s o  
d a r k  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  f e l t  l i k e  t h e y  
l a d  b e e n  c l o s e d ,  a n y w a y .  I n s t e a d ,
I  w i l l e d  m y s e l f  t o  t o u c h ,  n o t  j u s t  
w i t h  m y  h a n d s ,  b u t  w i t h  a l l  m y  
s e n s e s .  H o w  a c u t e  t h e  h u m a n  s e n s e  
o f  t o u c h  c a n  b e !  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  
f e e l  i n f i n i t e  s p a t i a l  d i m e n s i o n s .  
E v e r y  n o w  a n d  t h e n ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  
s l i g h t  b r e e z e  t h a t  b r u s h e d  t h e  
D a n g s  f r o m  m y  e y e s  a n d  h i t  m e  l i k e  
a n  e x t e r n a l  a d r e n a l i n e  r u s h .  A s



l o n g  a s  I  k e p t  t r a c k  o f  m y  
I h a i r  a f t e r  e a c h  b r e e z e ,  i t  b e c a m e  
| e a s y  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  f r o m  w h e r e  a n d  

/ h e n  I  c a m e .  T h e  f r e s h  a i r  e n t e r e d  
I my n o s t r i l s ,  f i l l e d  m y  l u n g s  a n d  
I r e p l a c e d  a l l  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  
| s m o g  t h a t  c r e p t  i n  o v e r  a l l  t h e s e  

' e a r s .  I  d i d  n o t  n e e d  m y  i n h a l e r .
w o n d e r f u l  p e r f u m e  c o m p l i m e n t e d  

; h e  n i g h t ,  c o m p r i s e d  o f  b i r c h ,  
I t u l i p ,  r e d  o a k ,  w h i t e  o a k ,  f l o w e r -  
l i n g  d o g w o o d ,  a n d  b e e c h .  F r o m  t h e  
[ d i s t a n c e ,  a n d  u p  c l o s e ,  I  h e a r d  
l l i t t l e  c o n c e r t o s  f r o m  l i t t l e  g r e e n  
[ s t r i n g  q u a r t e t s  a n d  c r i s p  
[ o p e r e t t a s  s u n g  b y  w i n g e d  c r e a t u r e s  
l o f  g o l d ,  b l u s h ,  a n d  r e d -  I  c o u l d  
I n o t  s e e  t h e s e  c o l o r s ,  b u t  I  k n e w  
I t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s o .  T h e  b a s s  c a m e  
| f r o m  t o a d s ,  p e r c u s s i o n  a  l a  f r o g s .

) u r  f o o t s t e p s  h y m n e d  a n  a v a n t -  
I g a r d e  m e l o d y .  T h e  b l a c k  m o n o t o n y  
l o f  m y  u n t r a i n e d  p e r c e p t i o n  w a s  n o  
[ l o n g e r ,  f o r  m y  a b i l i t y  t o  c o l o r  
n a t u r e  h a d  a t  l a s t  d i s i n t e r r e d  

I f r o m  w i t h i n  m e .
I  e v e n  f o r g o t  I  w a s  w a l k i n g .  

| I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e ,  t h e n ,  
/ h e n  w e  s t u m b l e d  u p o n  a n  o p e n  c i r -  

I c u l a r  f i e l d  f e n c e d  i n  b y  t a l l  
I t r e e s .  T h i s  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  s e e ,  f o r  
I t h e  b r i l l i a n t  w h i t e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
|m o o n  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  o b s t r u c t e d .  We  

/ e r e  i n  a n  o p e n  f i e l d .  M y  m i n d  
I m u t e d  t h e  s o u n d s ,  b u t  I  c o u l d  s e e  
I t h e  m u s i c .  A  s t a r  w a l t z e d  f r o m  
I P e g a s u s  t o  A q u a r i u s ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  
I f r o m  S c o r p i o  t o  O r i o n .  M y  e y e s  h a d  
l a d j u s t e d  a n d  n o  l o n g e r  a c h e d  f r o m  
[ s t r a i n i n g .  W h e n  I  s a w  m y s e l f ,  I  
n o t i c e d  t h a t  I  t o o  w a s  f u l l  o f  
c o l o r .  I  w a s  w e a r i n g  a  y e l l o w  a n d  
r e d  s w e a t e r  w i t h  g r e e n  a n d  p u r p l e  
p a j a m a  p a n t s .  A l b e i t ,  I  c o u l d  n o t  

I b e  m i s t a k e n  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  p l a n t s  
l o r  t h e  a n i m a l s  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  d i s -  
I t i n c t  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  s t i l l  I  
I f e l t  h a r m o n i z e d  w i t h  m y  s u r r o u n d ­
i n g s .  I t  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  m e  a n d  

[ e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  I  w a s  o n e  i n d i -  
a d u a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  w h o l e ,  a n d  c o n ­
t r i b u t e d  t o  v i s u a l  a n d  a u d i t o r y

s y m p h o n y  o f  t h a t  n i g h t .
B e s i d e  m e ,  m y  n e i g h b o r  h a d  o n  

a  b l u e  s w e a t s h i r t  a n d  b l a c k  p a n t s .  
H e  c a u g h t  m e  t r y i n g  t o  o b s e r v e  

v e r y  d e t a i l  a b o u t  h i m  a n d  l o o k e d  
a t  m e  w a r m h e a r t e d l y , a n d  w i t h  a  
g e n t l e  s m i l e .
“ I  d o n ’ t  w a n t  y o u  t o  g e t  l o s t  
g o i n g  h o m e , ”  h e  s a i d ,  “ s o  j u s t  l e t  
m e  k n o w  w h e n  y o u  a r e  r e a d y  a n d  
I ’ l l  w a l k  y o u  o v e r . ”

S e v e r a l  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  m y  
n e i g h b o r  a n d  I  h a d  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  j o y s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  c o m ­
p a n y ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d  l o v e ,  b u t  
n o t  w i t h o u t  j u s t  a s  m a n y  f i e r c e  
s q u a b b l e s .  T h e  t r u t h  w a s  o l d e r  
b r o t h e r  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s u p e r -  
l e r o e s .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  s e l f ­
l e s s  a n d  p r o t e c t i v e .  S o m e t i m e s ,  
t h e y  e v e n  d i t c h  y o u  t o  h a n g  o u t  
w i t h  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  o r  r e f u s e  t o  
p l a y  w i t h  y o u .  T h e y  s a y  m e a n s  
t h i n g s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  o r  n o t ,  a n d  
t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  a n  e x c h a n g e  o f  
a n n o y a n c e  b e t w e e n  s i b l i n g s ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  g e n d e r ,  a g e ,  o r  
D i r t h  o r d e r .  I f  a n  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  
i s  h u m a n ,  l i k e  m e ,  t h e n  w h y  d e p e n d  
o n  s o m e o n e  w h o s e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a n d  
d o w n f a l l ,  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  m y  o w n ?  
T h e  t r u e  h e r o  i s  o n e ’ s  o w n  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  s e l f ,  a n d  t h e  h e r o i c  a c t i o n  
t h a t  f o l l o w s  s u i t  i s  t h e  a p p r e c i a ­
t i o n  a n d  l o v e  f o r  a n o t h e r  h u m a n  
D e i n g ,  t h u s  f o s t e r i n g  a  t r u e  c o n ­
n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  
c u l t i v a t i n g  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  g o o d  i n  e a c h  o t h e r  i s  
m u t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  o u t  f u r t h e r .

I t  w a s  t h r o u g h  o u r  a c t i o n s  
d u r i n g  t h a t  m i d s u m m e r ’ s  n i g h t ,  a n d  
c o n c u r r e n t l y  s t i l l ,  t h a t  I  w a s  
a b l e  t o  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  r e a l i z e  o u r  
t r u e  n a t u r e  a n d  d i s c o v e r  t h a t ,  
a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  f o r ­
g e t t i n g  i t s  t r u e  n a t u r e  a n d  f o c u s ­
i n g  i n s t e a d  o n  t h e  s e t b a c k s  m i s ­
t a k e s  m a y  a s c e r t a i n ,  h u m a n k i n d  i s  
a l r e a d y  l a c k i n g

S e r p e n ! i n ^ .  I I
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I S PPro

" B r a d '  s  a t  i t  a g a i n , "  G r a h a m  
s a y s  n o n c h a l a n t l y .

D e a c o n  n o d d e d  s o m b e r l y ,  w a t c h ­
i n g  w i t h  o n l y  a  m i n u t e  a m o u n t  o f  
p i t y  f o r  t h i s  s m a l l  n i n t h  g r a d e  
g i r l  B r a d  S u m m e r s  w a s  b u l l y i n g  o u t  
i n  t h e  c o u r t y a r d .  A p p a r e n t l y  
S u m m e r s  d i d n '  t  g e t  t h e  m e m o  t h a t  
b u l l y i n g  w a s  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  c h i l ­
d r e n ,  n o t  s e n i o r s  o n  t h e  c u s p  o f  
g r a d u a t i n g .
" Y o u  p r o b a b l y  w a n t  t '  h e l p  h e r . "

" N a h  m a n ,  y o u r  a p a t h y '  s  b e e n  
r u b b i n g  w a y  h a r d  o n  m e . We c a n  
t u r n  h i m  i n  b e f o r e  t h e  p e r i o d  
e n d s . "

L u n c h t i m e  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  
r e l a x i n g ,  n o t  f r a y e d  o n  t h e  e d g e s  
w i t h  s o m e  d u m b  l e g a l  a d u l t  p u s h i n g  
a r o u n d  a  t i n y  f r e s h m a n  f o r  h e r  
w a l l e t  a n d  c e l l  p h o n e .  " S h e '  1 1  g r o w  
u p  t o  b e  a  c h i p p e d  c o g  a n y w a y .
I t '  s  n o t  w o r t h  i t . "

G r a h a m  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d  a n d  s e t ­
t l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p i c n i c  t a b l e '  s  
t o p .  " S o  d a m n
p e s s i m i s t i c . "

A s  i f  h e  h a d n '  t  s a i d  t h e  s a m e
t h i n g  f o r  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f
y e a r s ,  o n c e  h e  l e a r n e d  t h e r e  w a s  a  
w o r d  t h a t  c o v e r e d  s o m e  o f  D e a c o n '  s  
p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s .  D e a c o n  d i d n '  t  
m i n d .  R a t h e r ,  h e  d i d n '  t  c a r e .
G r a h a m  c o u l d  c a l l  h i m  a n y t h i n g  h e  
w a n t e d ,  b u t  i t  d i d n '  t  i n f r i n g e  o n  
t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h e  s a m e  w e n t  
f o r  E b b ,  b u t  s h e  w a s  a  g i r l ;  a n y ­
t h i n g  h e a t e d  s h e '  d  s a y ,  s h e  w o u l d  
m e a n ,  u n t i l  e i t h e r  D e a c o n  m a d e  a  
s i d e l o n g  a p o l o g y  o r  E b b  a p o l o g i z e d  
h e r s e l f .  W h a t  a  w a s t e  o f  e n e r g y .

T h e y  w e r e n '  t  a l o n e  i n  t h e  
u p p e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .
T h e r e  w a s  a l w a y s  t h a t  o n e  g r o u p  o f
f r i e n d s  w h o  s a t  o n  t h e  g r a s s  u n d e r  
t h e  h a l l w a y  w i n d o w s ,  w h o s e  s t r a y

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  g o t  r a t h e r  l o u d  o n  
o c c a s i o n .  D e a c o n  o f t e n  s c o f f e d  a t  
t h e i r  t r i v i a l  m a t t e r s :  w h o  w a s  d a t ­
i n g  w h o m ,  h o w  h o t  w a s  t h a t  a c t o r  
o r  a c t r e s s ,  o r ,

" D a n n y ,  j u s t  a s k  h e r  o u t  
a l r e a d y ! "  U g l y  g o s s i p  o f  a  s h a l l o w  
l i f e .  J u s t  m o r e  w a s t e d  e n e r g y .  T h e y  
c o u l d n '  t  s e e  d o w n  t h e  h i l l  l i k e  
D e a c o n  c o u l d ,  f r o m  h i s  p e r c h  a t o p  
t h e  m e t a l  f e n c e - p o l e ,  w h e r e  h i s  
v i e w  o f  S u m m e r s  w a s  o b s c u r e d  o n l y  
b y  a  c o u p l e  o f  l e a f y  b r a n c h e s  f r o m  
o l d  a n d  y o u n g  t r e e s  g r o w i n g  u p  t h e  
s l o p e .  B u t  o n l y  i f  h e  t u r n e d  h i s  
h e a d ;  G r a h a m  h a d  t o  t w i s t  a n d  p r o p  
h i m s e l f  o n  h i s  a r m s  t o  s e e ,  w h i c h  
G r a h a m  w a s n '  t  b o t h e r e d  t o  d o  f o r  
l o n g .

D e a c o n  f i d d l e d  w i t h  t h e  s p o r k  
f r o m  h i s  t r a y ,  i d l y  b e n d i n g  i t  
w i t h  h i s  t e e t h  i n  a  m i n d l e s s  e x e r ­
c i s e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  w i t h  h i s  s k y  g a z ­
i n g .  T h e y  h a d  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  l e f t  
u n t i l  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  s t a r t e d  a g a i n ,  
G e r m a n  f o r  G r a h a m  a n d  A l g e b r a  f o r  
D e a c o n ,  t h o u g h  i f  G r a h a m  w e r e  s e r i ­
o u s ,  t h e y '  d  b e  l e a v i n g  f i v e  m i n u t e s  
b e f o r e  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  s e n i o r s '  AP 
t h a t  S u m m e r s  w a s  r o u g h i n g  u p  k i d s  
a g a i n .  D e a c o n '  s  g o o d  d e e d  f o r  t h e  
w e e k ,  a s  G r a h a m  m i g h t  s a y ,  w h i c h  
w a s  v e r y  u n s p o r t i n g ;  l i k e  G r a h a m  
h a d  a n y  r o o m  t o  t a l k .  G r a h a m '  s  
h i g h l y  o b n o x i o u s  d o - g o o d e r  p e r s o n a  
h a d  b e e n  w a s h e d  a w a y  i n  m i d d l e  
s c h o o l ,  t h a n k s  t o  D e a c o n ,  b u t  t h a t  
y e a r  a p a r t ,  a s  D e a c o n  e x c e l l e d  
a h e a d  t o  n i n t h  g r a d e  w h i l e  G r a h a m  
m a r c h e d  f o r t h  t o  e i g h t h ,  h a d  b a l ­
a n c e d  D e a c o n '  s  i n d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  
a n d  h i s  n a t u r a l l y  p o s i t i v e  c h a r a c ­
t e r  .

I t  w a s  j u s t  o n e  m o r e  c o g  
D e a c o n  c o u l d  f i x  i n  t h i s  h o r r i b l e  
m a c h i n e .
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" D e e ? "
" W h a t ? "
" A r e  y o u  e v e r  g o n n a  f a l l  i n  

l o v e ? "
D e a c o n  e x h a l e d  a n d  t o s s e d  t h e  

s p o r k  i n t o  t h e  m e t a l  t r a s h c a n ;  h i s  
t r a y  w o u l d  f o l l o w  s o o n .  T h i s  w a s  a  
f r e q u e n t  t o p i c ,  m o s t l y  s t e m m e d  b y  
D e a c o n '  s  ' r a n t i n g '  ( G r a h a m  c a l l e d  
i t  " v e n t i n g  a s  p a s s i v e l y  a s  p o s s i ­
b l e " )  o v e r  h i s  p a r e n t s  c o n s t a n t  
b a d g e r i n g  o f  h i m  t o  g e t  a  n i c e  
g i r l f r i e n d .  G r a h a m  l i k e d  t o  l a u g h  
a t  i t  a n d  w o n d e r  w h o  w e r e  r e a l l y  
t h e  s t r a n g e r  o n e s :  D e a c o n  o r  h i s
p a r e n t s . D e a c o n  f o u n d  i t  a g g r a v a t ­
i n g  a n d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  e x p r e s s e d  
h i s  d e s i r e  t o  c a s t r a t e  h i m s e l f  t o  
e n d  t h e  i s s u e .  E b b  h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  
l i k e d  t h a t  i d e a ,  w h e n  s h e  h e a r d  
i t .

" W o u l d n '  t  i t  h u r t ? "  s h e  h a d  
a s k e d ,  a n d  D e a c o n ,  i n  t u r n ,  h a d  
w a v e d  t h e  n o t i o n  a s i d e .
" A l l  p a i n  g o e s  a w a y  i n  t i m e .  I ' d  
g i v e  t h i s  t y p e  a  c o u p l e  w e e k s . "

" M a y b e , "  w a s  h i s  a n s w e r ,  l i k e  
a l w a y s .

" I ' m  t e l l i n g  y o u ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  
o f  m e  f i n d i n g  a  g i r l  w h o  I  c a n  
a c t u a l l y  t o l e r a t e  a r e  d e p r e s s i n g l y  
l o w . "  H e  l o o k e d  d o w n  a t  G r a h a m  a n d  
s m i l e d  r u e f u l l y .

" C ' m o n ,  y o u  k n o w  m e .  How m a n y  
g i r l s  d o  y o u  t h i n k  c o u l d  s e e  me  
a n d  r e s p e c t  m y  t h o u g h t s  o n  s e x  a n d  
a l l  t h a t  b u l l - c r a p ,  e h ? "

" I  h e a r  s o m e  g i r l s  d o n '  t  m i n d  
w e i r d  g u y s . "
D e a c o n  s c o f f e d .

" S o  w h y  d o n '  t  y o u  h a v e  o n e
y e t ?  "

G r a h a m  s t a r e d  a t  h i m  u p  o v e r  
t h e  r i m  o f  h i s  w i r e  g l a s s e s ,  
p o i n t e d l y  s a y  n o t h i n g ,  l e a s t  o f  
a l l  i n c r i m i n a t i n g .  D e a c o n '  s  h a b i t s  
i n c l u d e d  p o k i n g  h o l e s  i n  l o g i c  a n d  
r e a s o n ,  s o m e t h i n g  G r a h a m  h a d  f o u n d  
h i m s e l f  t h e  v i c t i m  o f .  H i s  a b s t e n ­
t i o n  p l e a s e d  D e a c o n ;  c o g s  s h o u l d -

n '  t  a l w a y s  h a v e  t o  d e f e n d  t h e m ­
s e l v e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o v e r  s o m e t h i n g  
a s  t r i v i a l  a s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
G r a h a m  w a s  l e a r n i n g ,  w i l l i n g l y  
l e a r n i n g .

" - O k a y ,  I ' m  g o i n g .  I ' m  
g o i n g ! "

T h e  l o u d  j u n i o r  g o t  u p  a n d  
s t a l k e d  i n s i d e ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  m o m e n t  
h i s  g i g g l i n g  g i r l f r i e n d s  a n d  
s n i c k e r i n g  g u y  f r i e n d s  a l l  j u m p e d  
u p  t o  f o l l o w .  D e a c o n  r o l l e d  h i s  
e y e s .  I d i o t s .  H e  c o u l d  t e l l  w h a t  
j u s t  h a p p e n e d :  t h e y '  d  a l l  b e e n
b u g g i n g  t h e  l o u d  o n e  t o  a s k  o u t  
s o m e  s o p h o m o r e  a n d  h e  f i n a l l y  
c r a c k e d .  I t  w a s  d i s g u s t i n g  a n d  
v e r y  m u c h  n o n e  o f  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  
b u t  " f r i e n d s "  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  e n t i ­
t l e d  t o  d i g  t h e i r  c l a w s  i n t o  y o u r  
p e r s o n a l  l i f e  l i k e  h a r p i e s .  W h a t  
w a s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r j e c t i n g  
y o u r s e l f  i n t o  s o m e o n e  e l s e '  s  p r o b ­
l e m s  w h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  b i o l o g y ?

T h e i r  m a l l e a b i l i t y  w a s  g o n e ;  
p e o p l e  l i k e  t h e m  c o n f o r m e d  t o  t h e  
b l e a k  s t a n d a r d  o f  r e p e t i t i v e  
m o t i o n  a n d  d u l l  t h o u g h t s .  A t  l e a s t  
h e  c o u l d  s a v e  G r a h a m  a n d  E b b  f r o m  
t h e  d r e a d f u l  f a t e ,  t o  e x p a n d  t h e i r  
m i n d s  w i t h  m o r e  e x p r e s s i v e  a n d  
o u t w a r d  t h i n k i n g .  T h e y  w o u l d  s e e  
t h e  b i g g e r  p i c t u r e  e v e n  i f  i t  
k i l l e d  D e a c o n .  T h e s e  w e r e  h i s  
f r i e n d s ,  t h e  t w o  w h o  t r u s t e d  h i m  
w i t h  u n d i l u t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A f t e r  
s c h o o l ,  h e '  d  h a v e  t o  r e m i n d  t h e m  
o f  t h a t .  H e  w a s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e i r  
t e a c h e r .

H e  s e n s e d  G r a h a m  s h i f t  a b o u t .
" D e e . "
" M m ? "  D e a c o n  g a v e  t h e  d o o r  

t h e  j u n i o r s  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  o n e  
l a s t  o u n c e  o f  a  b a l e f u l  g l a r e  
b e f o r e  g i v i n g  G r a h a m  h i s  e n t i r e  
a t t e n t i o n .  G r a h a m  s t i l l  h a d  t h a t  
p o i n t e d  l o o k ,  m a y b e  t o  h i d e  p e n ­
s i v e  o r  d e c i s i v e  t h o u g h t s .  " W h a t ' s  
o n  y o u r  m i n d ? "

" Y o u  r e a l l y  s e e  p e o p l e  a s  a l l
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o n e  b o d y ,  r i g h t ? "
" A l w a y s  h a v e . "
" A n d  y o u  s t i l l  d o n '  t  h o l d  

a n o t h e r  p e r s o n '  s  p r e f e r e n c e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e m ? "

" M o r e  o r  l e s s ;  y o u  k n o w  t h e r e  
a r e  e x c e p t i o n s . "  D e a c o n  f r o w n e d .  
" W h y ?  "

" D e e ,  m y  p a r e n t s  m o v i n g  t o  
V e r m o n t  i n  A u g u s t . "

G e n i u s e s  i n  f i c t i o n  n e v e r  
b e h a v e  n o r m a l l y .  N o t h i n g  w a s  e v e r  a  
s h o c k ,  o r  a  b l o w  t o  t h e  e g o .  T h e y  
a c t e d  l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  h a d  b e e n  
h a n d e d  t o  t h e m  i n  a d v a n c e ,  w i t h  n o  
h i n t  o f  s u r p r i s e  o r  b e i n g  s t a r t l e d  
b y  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  r e v e l a t i o n  b e i n g  
p u t  i n t o  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  b i g  n e w s  t h a t  
f i z z l e d  u n d e r  t w o  w o r d s :  I  k n o w .
D e a c o n  w a s n '  t  f i c t i o n a l ,  a n d  h e  h a d  
e v e r y  r i g h t  t o  s a y ,

" W h a t ? "
G r a h a m  t h i n n e d  h i s  m o u t h .
" I  k n o w  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  y o u  

s o o n e r - "
" Y o u  s h o u l d ' v e ! "  T h i s . . .  c h a n g e d  

t o o  m u c h .  I t  w a s  M a y ;  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e -

" H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  k n o w n ? "
" T h e y  s t a r t e d  m a k i n g  p l a n s  i n  

M a r c h . "  G r a h a m  w a s  f l u s h .
" T h a t '  s  n o t  a l l  I  w a n t e d  t o  

t e l l  y o u  t h o u g h . "
" T h i s  p a r t  b e t t e r  b e  g o o d  

n e w s ! "  I t  w a s  l i k e  i c e  i n  h i s  
h e a r t .  L o s e  G r a h a m ?  T h e  t h o u g h t  w a s  
a  p a i n f u l  s t r i k e  t o  t h e  c h e s t .  
D e a c o n  h a d  t h e  s u d d e n ,  o v e r p o w e r i n g  
u r g e  t o  g r a b  b o t h  G r a h a m  a n d  E b b  
a n d  r u n  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  
A l l  D e a c o n '  s  h a r d  a n d  s u b t l e  w o r k  
o n  G r a h a m  w o u l d  b e  w a s h e d  a w a y  o n  
t h e  t i d e  o f  s o c i a l  r e c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  
H i s  t h o u g h t s  w o u l d  r e g r e s s  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  b e i n g  j u s t  a n o t h e r  u r b a n  
v e g e t a b l e ;  h e '  d  b e  r e f a s h i o n e d  a n d  
f i t  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  m a c h i n e  a s  t h e  
s a m e  c o g  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  w a s .
G r a h a m '  1 1  b e  u t t e r l y -

...t o u c h . . .
T h o u g h t s  o f  D e a c o n  d i d n '  t  u s u ­

a l l y  c u t  t h e m s e l v e s  o f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  
b u t  h e '  d  n e v e r  r e a l l y  h a d  t h a t  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  k i n d  o f  m o m e n t  t o  r e f e r e n c e  
a g a i n s t .  S o  h e  s t a r e d  b l a n k l y ,  
d u m b f o u n d e d  i n  s o  m a n y  w a y s  b e c a u s e  
h e  h a d  c o n c l u d e d  a n d  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  n o  p l a c e  f o r  h i m  i n  t h e  
n e c k  o f  t h e  w o o d s ,  l a r g e l y  d u e  t o  
h a v i n g  n e v e r  f e l t  a t t r a c t i o n  b u t  
a l s o  i n  n o  w a y  h e l p e d  b y  t h e  p r e s ­
s u r e  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s .  B u t  h e ' d  n e v e r  
t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t  i n  r e v e r s e .

" . . . I ' m  g o i n g  t o  r e p o r t  B r a d  
n o w , "  G r a h a m  m u r m u r e d ,  w i t h o u t  a  
s h r e d  o f  e y e  c o n t a c t ,  a n d  w a s  
a l r e a d y  w a l k i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  s c e n e  
o f  h i s  c r i m e  b e f o r e  D e a c o n  c o u l d  
r e i g n  i n  a n y  s o r t  o f  i n p u t  o n  w h a t  
j u s t  h a p p e n e d .  H i s  f i n g e r s  t i c k l e d  
h i s  c h e e k  c a u t i o u s l y .  D e a c o n  c o u l d -  
n '  t  f o o l  h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  
i t  w a s n ' t  r e a l .  H e  w a s  a l l  a b o u t  
t h e  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  f a l s e  a s  m u c h  a s  
t h e  t r u e .  B u t  t h a t . . .  t h a t  w a s  n e w ,  a  
f o o t n o t e  t o  p o u r  o v e r ,  a  f o r e i g n  
r e a l i t y . . .  a  s i m p l e  l i t t l e  k i s s  o n  
t h e  c h e e k .

G r a h a m  w a s  m o v i n g  a w a y  i n  
t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  m o n t h s .  G r a h a m  
m i g h t  l i k e -  l i k e  h i m .  I t  w a s  l i k e  
s a b o t a g e  t o  h i s  s y s t e m .

H e  s a t  t h e r e  l i s t l e s s l y  u n t i l  
t h e  p e r i o d  b e l l  r a n g .

WRITTEN BY: 
JANUARY KAYSER
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r i ie  propellers began to spin and the 
sound o f  rush ing  w in d  was evervvvhere. 11ie 
|)lane l)egan to sliake. Overtaken by fear, I 
he ld  onto  the artiis o f  the chair. Inve ihou- 
sand feet in the a ir and I l l ioug h t,  C/od, 
please d o i r t  let ib is plane erasli. PU'ase pro- 
leet this plane so we w il l  nol d i( ‘. In the air, 1 
was si ill overw heluK'd In ap|)reh('nsion. My 
mom nudged me, ‘i^lsther, go and look out 
t he w in d o w . '

“■\Vo\v! Th is  is so 
e o o l, ' eame out o( my mont h 
as I glanced at t lie world  
below me. I went ba('k to my 
seal lc(‘ l ing  })caee. I was anx- 
ioirs and (wcilc'd at i I k ' n<nv 
w orld  that awaited me.

I landed on Amc'rican soil July 3, 1998,
) day I woidd nev(M* forgx'l. In i Ik  ̂ cab on the 
wav lo o u r  a|)artmenl, I look(‘d u|) at l lu ' 
s(piar(‘ b r i( ‘k hous(' and though l,  how sli'ange.
1 eou ldn 't  l)(‘ l i(ne my (wt's; I had ncvc'r seen 
such a small aparlm {‘ nl in my life, (^ould ('iv(' 
peopU' liv(' in one room!’ \es, we wer(‘ all 
go ing lo shaix' o iu ‘ bed, lhrc( ' pc'ople at tlie 
Ix 'dposl and ihe o I I k m ' two at the end o f  the 
b(‘d. \('lei' pla(‘ ing o u r  bags in o u r  room, we 
s(M out lo r ind diiu ier. A lo n g  the clean slr(‘<M, 
the p('ople look('d and soundc'd dilTeix'nt. 
W a lk ing  along, my sisl(M* ask(‘d, “ Moimuy,

Ihm'c ar(‘ w(' going;’" :My m o l iu 'r  jusl 
shrugg(‘d h(‘ r shou ld(‘ rs. \ l  an inU'i'scelion, 
m\ sisU'r and 1 slood l lu 're  and ga/ed at lh ( ‘ 
machiiK ' w ith  lights, lik( ‘ it was gold. \ \  hat 
was mosl amazing about lh(^ signal was il lo ld 
\o u  w lu'u lo walk and nol walk.
I ask('d my mom, "M oim iiy , do l lu n  have' 
crossing signals in N igeria . '

Sh(' i‘(\s|)on(U'd, ‘At's, i Ik 'v just don 'l 
w ork .”
S ti l l  fo llow in g  o u r  mom, m\ sisU'r cailcMl oul, 

Motmny, look, a w h ile  man!"'
Mv mom luriuMi lo lu'r, Ibxie, k(‘cp 

<pii(M. lhal was i*ud(‘. ’
In my lu^ad I was ihiidxing, II Oiv a / r a /  

n '/ z i / e  /  / / /  /K ’J i  /() a  /r r /Z  i v / i i f e  ///c ///. / / c  

/oo/\s II i//is . A l'h 'r t lu ' man
walk('d by, mv mom said, "Now lie is probably

t l i i n k i n g  w h a t  k i n d  o f  l ) u s h  p e o p l e  ar( '  i h e s e i ’’’ 

W e  al l  s t a r t e d  l a u g l n n g ,  I w a s  s o  h a p p \ ^  W e  

f i n a l l y  s t o p p e d  i n  I r o n l  o f  a  d i n g v  s t a n d  l h a l  

h a d  a  s m a l l  s t o r e  l ) e h i n d  it.  M y  m o m  l o o k e d  

i n s i d e  a i u l  o r d e r e d  s o m e t h i n g .

" 'M o m m y , w h a l  a r e  y o u  d o i n g P ” t o  

w l i i c h  s h e  r e | ) l i ( ' d ,  ' ' ( ) rd( M’i n g  ( ] h i n ( ‘s e  f o o d .  ' 

“ T h e y  h a v e  C h i n e s e  f o o d  i n  A m e r i c a ? "  

A l y  m o m ,  l o o l v i n g  v e r y  t i r e d ,  s a i d ,  

' 'Y o u ’d  l ) c  s u r | ) r i s e d . ’’ 

W a l k i n g  h o m ( ‘, l i j c  s m e l l  o f ’ 

t h e  f o o d  w a s  t a n t a l i z i n g .  1 

c o u l d n ' t  w a i l  l o  g e l  h o m e  

a n d  e a l .  My m o m  s e r v c u f  i h e  

f o o d  a n d  I t h o u g h l ,  vvl iat  is  

i b i s ?  M y  t w o  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r s  

s a i d ,  " J u s t  e a l  t l i e  f o o d ,  it w o n ' t  l i u r l  y o u . ’’ 

S e e i n g  e v ( ‘i ; v o n e  e a l  w i t b  j ) l e a s u r e  | ) u s h ( ' d  m e  

t o  t ry  i l .  T h e  1‘o o d  w a s  s o  g o o d .

' A l o m m y ,  vvf ial  i s  t h i s ? ” 1 a s k e d .

" P o r k  f r i e d  r i c e  w i t h  B B ( )  r i b s ,  m i x e d  

v e g e t a l ) l e s ,  a n d  w h i l e  r i c e . ”

' A \  l i a l  a r e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  l l i e  p a c k e t ? ” 

" T h e  y ( ' l l o w  o n e  i s  d u c k  s a u c e ,  t h e  

l ) l a c k  o n e  i s  s o y  s a u c e  a n d  t h e  r e d  o n e  i s  l i o t  

s a u c ' c . ”

" H o t  s a u c e !  ” s h o u t e d  o n e  o f * m y  s i s t e r s .  

" I t ’s  l i k e  l a k e  [ ) c p p e r , ” m y  m o i r i  r e p l i e d  

" O n l y  i n  A m e r i c a , "  1 l ) l u r t e d  o u t .  "I s  

t h i s  d u c k  s a u c ( '  m a d e  ( Voni  r e a l  d u c k ? ”

M y  m o m  j u s t  s h r u g g e d  l i e r  s h o u l d e r s .  

'‘A h y a i i i h a ! ” y e l U ' d  m y  s i s t e r  

W ( ‘ a l l  d e c i d e d  l h a l  w e  w o u l d  n o t  e a l  

t h e  s a u c e  m a d e  ( r o u i  d u c k .  A l U ‘r d i n n e r ,  w e  

al l  w e n t  l o  b e d ,  l i r c ( f  (V om  o u r  l o n g  t r i p .

! w o k e  u p  n o l  k n o w i n g  w h e r e  J w a s  

u n t i l  I r ( ^n i ( ' mb e r ( Ml .  I l ook( Ml  o u t s i d e  a n d  i t  

w a s  s t i l l  e v e n i n g .  I k c | ) l  t h i n k i n g  h o w  g r ( ‘a l  

t h i s  c o u n t r y  w a s ,  b u t  I m i s s e d  m y  d a ( f ,  i n y  

b r o l l u ' r s ,  m y  s i s t e r ,  m y  a u n l s  a n d  u n c l e  a n d  

m v  b e s t  I ' r i e n d .  I d i ( f  n o t  w a n t  l o  b e  i n  

A u K ' r i c a .  I v v a n l e d  t o  g o  h o m e  w l i e r e  J k n e w  

e v e r x o n e  a n d  e v e r } t h i n g .  \ s a i d ,  " G o d ,  p l e a s e  

l et  il g e t  l ) e l l e r ,  I k n o w  t o d a y  w a s  f u n  b u t  I 

m i s s  m y  I i o u k ' . ” 1 1 i o s e  s m a l l  v v o n f s  g a v e  m e  

th( '  s l i XMi g l h  t o  g e l  i b r o u g h  t f i e  n i g h t .  1 f e l t  

t l i a l  (‘v e r y l h i n g  w o u l d  b e  a l r i g h t .  It  w a s  a  

g o o d  d a \  a i i ( f  f e e l i n g  b e l t e r ,  I w e n t  l o  s l e e p .
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WILL FOR FU LFILLIN G  AMBITION AND A SENSE OF OBLIGATION —  TO . THE LOVE Of 

SUBJECTS AND HIS HEART'  S DESIRES. H e  '  S ALWAYS HUNGRY FOR MORE AND I S

Y E A R N IN G  F O R  T H A T  N E X T  H U G E  L E A P .  H e ' s d e t e r m in e d  a n d  h e  cai

30 BACK TO CARELESSNESS.

Wh a t  m is c o n c e p t io n s  l i e  o u t  i n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  w il d e r n e s s  t h a t  we c a l l

JOURNEY TO m anhood? K i DS USUALLY AREN'  T READY FOR SUCH A TREK, MOST MI

r a r e l y  a r e  th e m s e lv e s  . A  c h il d  w akes  u p  to  C a p  '  n  C runch  a n d  k e e p s  a  

f i l t h y ,  u n k e m p t  room in s id e  a  house  p a id  FOR BY A WORKING PARENT OR GÔ  

MENT-FUNDED c h e e s e , a  m an  WAKES UP TO TASKS, WHETHER IT  BE A GOOD BOW 

THAT SAME CEREAL, FOLLOWED BY A SHAVE AND PERPETUALLY S ITTIN G ' IN  BUMPER 

BUMPER TR AFFIC , OR A DAY OF JOB-HUNTING WITH A: SIDE OF VIDEO . GAMES USE

JING HARDSHIPS RANGING FROM PUBESCKNT 

R ude  AWAKENING CAN OCCUR DAILY IN  THE 

) DIFFER WITH RESPECTS TO CONSEQUENCES 

MAY EXEMPLIFY BOLDNESS, FUELING COURAGE 

'IDUALS, BUT THESE IM AG IN ATIVE,  BOUNDLESS

O utcom es  l i k e  t h e s e  seld o m  pr o ve

SENSE OF m a t u r it y  TO GUIDE THEM TOWARDS

P . M . ,  8 P . M .  AND EVEN 11 P . M . .

IAN IS  ONLY ABLE TO SATISFY UNRELENTING 

; FAMOUS " f i v e  o '  c lo c k  shadow "  IN D I-  

E CONCLUSION OF A MAN' S TYPICAL 

ilE DEMISE OF THE C H IL D '  S CAREFREE,

SHADOW FOLLOWS THE C H IL D 'S  EVERY MOVE, 

? THE WAY.
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M ask Transparency
/ /

P o e m  b y  t v a w  P e r e z  

“ I ( E y e ) ” A r t  b y  A n t h o n y  P eP rim o  

A l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  w a s  o n c e  s o  Y o u r  p e r s o n a l i t y ,

s i m p l e .  To  f i t  i n  w i t h  t h o s e  p e o p l e  y o u  c a l l

S l o w l y  s t a r t  t o  b e c o m e  h a r d  t o  f r i e n d s ,

u n d e r s t a n d .  I d i d n ' t  n e e d  t o  w e a r  t h i s  m a s k ,

A  p a t h  t h a t  w a s  o n c e  e a s y  t o  f i n d ,  I c h o s e  t o  w e a r  i t .

I ? u e  t o  i t s  c l e a r  

w a t e r s .

Y e t  d a r k  s e t t i n g .

O f  s w a y i n g  

b r a n c h e s .

O f  t h e  w i l l o w  

t r e e s .

A r e  n o w  b e i n g  

c o v e r e d  b y  t h a t .

O f  f a l l i n g  c h e r r y  

b l o s s o m s  l e a v e s .

T h a t  c o v e r s  t h i s  

o n c e  c l e a r  b o d y  

o f  w a t e r .

F l o a t i n g  o n  t o p .

W a t c h i n g  g r e y  

c l o u d s .

P a s s  b y .

L i f e  f e e l s  s o  

a g o n i z i n g .

N e v e r  k n o w i n g  

w h a t  i t  i s .

To  b e  a l i v e .

T i l l  o n l y  k n o w  

w h a t  i t  m e a n s  w h e n  y o u  a r e  c l o s e  

t o  d e a d .

H i d e  y o u r s e l f  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  m a s k s .  

T h i n k i n g  y o u  c a n  l i v e  w i t h o u t  

k n o w i n g  t h e  t r u t h .

A n d  g o  b y  e a c h  m i n u s c u l e  m i n u t e ,  

/ h a n g i n g  a n d  r e a r r a n g i n g .

T h r o u g h  m y  o w n  

f r e e  w i l l .  

A  m a s k  t o  h i d e  

t h o s e  f e e l i n g s ,  

1 t h o u g h t  I 

s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e .  

To w a l k  a  l o n e l y  

p a t h .  

F o r  I c h o s e  t o  

l e a r n  w h a t  i t  

m e a n s  t o  s u f f e r  

f o r  a  c a u s e .  

Y e t  t h i s  m a s k .  

O n e  t h a t  i s  e m b e d ­

d e d  i t s e l f  I n t o  m y  

s k u l l .  

I s  s t a r t i n g  t o  

b r e a k .  

A n d  h a s  s t a r t e d  

t o  f a d e  a w a y .  

S l o w l y  r e v e a l i n g  a  

f a c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n .  

T h a t  i s  u n c o m m o n  

t h e s e  d a y s .  

A  s i n g l e  t e a r  r u n n i n g .  

W i t h  a  s m i l e  o n  m y  f a c e ,  

P u t  w i t h  s a d n e s s  w i t h i n  t h e s e

e y e s .

W h a t  a m  1 n o w .  

W h e n  I d o n ' t  h a v e  a  m a s k  t o  f a l l  

b a c k  o n  a n y m o r e ?

S ^ r p i z . n t i n ^  2 0
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Hungry? Not that it helps, 
here ’ s a Wordsearch.

Word Bank:
Serpentine ThirdRail TheBanner 
Caesura Literature VisualArts 

Poetry Nonfiction GraphicDesign 
WSIA Flash-Fictin L.I.B.S.

...and more words than you can shake a stick at.

Send any submissions, feedback, and comments to magazine.serpentine@gmail.com 
1C Room 226, or visit us on the web at serpentinemagazine.blogspot.com
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