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Dr. Chalmers Clark 
Formerly of the CSI Department of 
Political Science , Economics and 

Philosophy. His background is in the 
naturalized epistem ology of W. V. 

Quine. His in terest is to extend Quine’s 
scientific holism into the domain of 

moral and political thought. The result 
has been research  and publication 
in several interdisciplinary forms. 

Current work is on trust relations in 
the professions (m edicine especially), 
the professions a s  stew ards of public 
trusts, and the role public trusts play 

in the basic structure of a free society.
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City University of New York (CUNY) 
Chancellor Matthew Goldstein has 

recently announced plans to raise the 
minimum SAT score for freshmen entrance 
to CUNY senior colleges (including CSI) 
to between 480 and 510 on the math 
section. This plan is to go into effect in 
the Fall of 2008, according to Goldstein.

Many experts fear the increase in SAT 
score minimums at CUNY schools would 
exclude many African Americans from 
the opportunity to pursue an education 
at a CUNY senior college. The average 
math SAT score for African Americans 
in New York is 431. Experts point 
out that lower SAT scores for African 
Americans are not surprising when one 
takes into consideration that the SAT is 
a better predictor of household income 
than college success. One major reason 
for this is that SAT preparatory courses 
(like The Princeton Review or Kaplan) 
increase student’s scores by 150 points 
(on average), but the courses cost around 
$800. The companies that design and 
teach SAT preparatory classes earn about 
$300 million a year.

The SAT consistently over-predicts 
the performance of white males in 
college and constantly under-predicts the 
performance of minorities and women 
in collegiate environments. For example, 
high school girls score 33 points lower 
than boys on the math section of the SAT 
(on average), but earn higher math grades 
in their freshman year of college. The 
College Board admits that high school 
grades and courses taken in high school

WWW . T H IR D R A IL M A G  ■ com

provide a better forecast of future college 
performance than does the SAT

The Educational Testing Services (ETS), 
a private, not-for-profit company, develops 
and administers the SAT, but the College 
Board, a not-for-profit consortium of 
member colleges sponsors the test and 
decides how it will be constructed, 
administered and used. Thie College Board 
collects more than $150 million annually 
from student test fees.

The SAT design is based on the model 
o f the early U.S. Army examination. 
The Army examination was the 
brainchild of Lewis Terman and Robert 
Yerkes, both of whom were executives 
in the American Eugenics Movement. 
They designed the Army examination 
in an attem pt to exclude blacks and 
immigrants from the army.

Critics argue that CUNY Chancellor 
Goldstein’s plan misuses the SAT according 
to the recommendations put forward by 
both ETS and The College Board, both of 
whom contend that the test should never

CUNY C h a n c e l lo r  

M a t th e w  G o ld s te in  h a s  

u n i l a t e r a l l y  r a i s e d  t h e  SAT 

m a th  a d m is s io n  s c o r e  w i th o u t  

t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  CUNY f a c u l ty .

be utilized as cutoff scores, especially for 
high stakes decisions. According to the test 
designers, any use of the SAT that treats scores 
as precise measures are seriously flawed. The 
test-makers admit two students’ scores must 
differ by at least 125 points before they 
can reliably be said to be different, due to 
measurement rather than error.

Critics of Goldstein’s plan cite the 
startling statistic that since the end of 
remediation in 1999, the number of 
African American students attending 
the top five CUNY senior colleges had 
fallen from 20 to 14 percent, with African 
American enrollments at City College 
dropping by a full 12 percent.

Critics also charge that there are 
alternatives to the SAT: 740 accredited, 
bachelor-degree granting colleges do not 
use the SAT to make admissions decisions 
for a substantial number of their applicants. 
This includes highly competitive 
institutions such as Bates College.

The SAT is a three hour multiple choice 
and essay test that purports to measure 
verbal and mathematical knowledge and 
skills. Colleges have implemented it as 
part of the admissions process for close to 
a century. Just shy of 3 million students 
take the test annually.

C U N Y  T r u s t e e  R a n d y  M a s t r o  D r o p p e d

Mayor Michael Bloomberg has opted ^ . jea a C U N Y  Trustee was i
not to re-appoint Randy Mastro to « 2001, when he introduce

the CUNY Board oFrrustees. Appointed ’ ’ a motion at a C U N
in 1999 by then Mayor Rudolph Trusteemeetingendorsin
Giuliani, Mastro had been one o f the n  C U N Y  Chancellc 
more anti-student/faculty trustees of the Goldstein’s criticisr
last half decade. Mastro proposed ending regarding an anti-war teach-in organize
bilingual education for NYC immigrants by the faculty and students of CUN'!
when he was head o f Giuliani’s task The motion passed unopposed. Mastr
force on bilingual education. One is replaced by Charles A. Shorter c
of his more contentious moves as Ernst and Youne LLP.

^ . jga a C U N Y  Trustee was in
“ 2001 , when he introduced

a motion at a C U N Y  
Trusteemeetingendorsing 

U  C U N Y  Chancellor
Goldstein’s criticism 

regarding an anti-war teach-in organized 
by the faculty and students of CUNY. 
The motion passed unopposed. Mastro 
is replaced by Charles A. Shorter of 
Ernst and Young LLP.
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$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  a  y e a r  p a y  

r a i s e ,  CSI P r e s i d e n t  

T o m a s  IV Iora les q u ic lc ly  

a n n o u n c e d  l i i s  s u p p o r t  

f o r  a  CUNY p la n  t h a t  

w o u ld  r a i s e  CSI t u i t i o n .

The CUNY Board of Trustees recently 
awarded huge raises that ranged from 

$10,000 to $26,000 per year to top C U N Y  
officials. CSI President Tomas Morales received 
a $ 10,000 per year raise after less than two 
months on the job. This brings his monetary 
salary up to $230,000 per year. In addition, 
CSI President Morales is further compensated 
with a mansion in an exclusive Staten Island 
neighborhood, a personal chauffeur, a car and 
other amenities, bringing his total approximate 
annual compensation to above $300,000. The 
increases were justified by the CU N Y  Board of 
Trustees as “performance based”, but Morales 
had only been President of CSI for a little over 
one m onth at the time of the increase.

By contrast, the real wages of CSI and 
CU N Y  faculty and professional staff have 
declined 40% on average since 1971 (when 
adjusted for inflation), and there have been 
numerous tuition increases for students since 
the ending of Open Admissions. Shortly after

receiving his $10,000 raise, CSI President 
Morales announced his support for the C U N Y  
Compact, a plan that would raise tuition for 
CSI & CU N Y  students on an annual basis. 
According to the C U N Y  Compact, tuition 
could rise by as much as $160 per year, for 
every year one registers as a student.

W hile the State University of New York’s 
(SUNY) funding from New York State has 
increased 35 percent since 1990, C U N Y ’s 
has actually dropped by 17 percent. That has 
left state funding-per-student at $5,846 at 
CUNY, down from $7,023 in 1990. SUNY’s 
per-student funding has risen from $7,855 in 
1990 to $10,677 today

Ironically, those CSI and CU N Y  students 
who are receiving less support are paying far 
more—205% more since 1991. Tuition and 
student fees now represent 43.8 percent of 
C U N Y ’s revenue, up from 21.4 percent in 
1991.

I s  C U N Y  G o i n q  G r e e n ?

So claims a new website at 
w w w .G reen C U N Y .o rg . 

Run by CUNY’s Sustainability 
Coalition, the website 
encourages student initiatives 
to develop sustainable practices 
that benefit CUNY campuses.

So far however, the website 
seems to mostly be a public 
relations effort by CUNY 
Central to inform the public how 
“green” CUNY is becoming.

One of the more prominent 
posts on the site seems to be 
a link to an article in C U N Y  
Matters (a CUNY Central 
controlled public relations 
newspaper) which discusses 
the major sustainability 
projects o f CUNY and faculty 
research. Still, the site looks

promising as more and more 
students are beginning to post 
tips. One post suggests how 
students could transform their 
CUNY campus cafeteria into 
more environmentally sound 
and friendly eateries.

The CUNY Sustainability 
Coalition’s stated mission is for 
“students and affiliates from 
all 23 campuses [to] organize, 
take action and share ideas to 
forward the endeavor.” Tbis 
latest round of CUNY PR 
began last June when CUNY 
agreed to Mayor Bloomberg’s 
plan to cut college emissions 
by 30 percent.

M a y o r  B l o o m b e r g ’ s  

B u d a e t  C u t s  C U N Y

MayorBloomberg 
has proposed 

cutting CU N Y ’s 
budget by $29.8 
million. In response,
City Councilman 
Charles Barron, the 
chairman of the Committee on 
Higher Education and a CUNY 
alumnus stated, “This budget is 
going to devastate [CUNY].” 
Barron voiced concern at the 
possibility of axing several key 
CUNY programs, including 
scholarships such as the $11.2 
million Peter Vallone Academic 
Scholarship Program, awarded 
to NYC high school students 
who graduate HS with at least

a B average and maintain 
a minimum CPA of 3.0 at 
CUNY. The scholarship 
has helped thousands of 
students, including many 
at CSI realize their dream 
of a college education.

Ernesto Malave, C U N Y ’s 
Vice Chancellor for Budget & 
Finance added that the CUNY 
Prep and ASAP programs, both 
funded from the NYC poverty 
commission were not included 
inBloomberg’sbudgetproposal. 
Thankfially, Bloomberg’s
budget is not expected to pass 
the City Council without any 
modifications to the CUNY 
cuts.

COLLEGE OF STATEN ISLAND iS!

http://www.GreenCUNY.org
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P O L I T I C A L  D I S C O U R S E

Y o u ’v e  h e a r d  a  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s  f r o m  J o n  S o l t z ,  c o - f o u n d e r  

o f V o t e V e t s . o r g .  D o  y o u  c o n s i d e r  h i m  a  p h o n y  s o l d i e r ?  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  R u s h  L i m b a u g h ,  J o n  S o l t z ,  a n  I r a q  w a r  

v e t e r a n ,  i s  a  p h o n y  s o l d i e r .  M e d i a  M a t t e r s ,  a  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t ,  

p r o g r e s s i v e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t e r  d e d i c a t e d  t o  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  m o n i t o r i n g ,  a n a l y z i n g ,  a n d  c o r r e c t i n g  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  m i s i n f b r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  U .S .  m e d i a ,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  

R u s h  L i m b a u g h  s a i d  t h a t  t r o o p s  w h o  r e t u r n  h o m e  f r o m  

I r a q  a n d  c r i t i c i z e  A m e r i c a n  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  I r a q ’s  r e l i g i o u s  

d v i l  w a r  a r e  “ p h o n y  s o l d i e r s . ”

BELOW: Veterans o f various American wars flagged by supporters 
protest in Times Square against the current war in Iraq this past March.

OPPOSITE RIGHT: Iraq war veterans march in New York City last April 
demanding the withdrawal of US combat troops from Iraq. CSI student 
Ghanin Khalil marches second from right.
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CHAPTER 021

V E T E R A N S

^  ★  f o r  ★  *

W ould Rush Limbaugh 
make these outrageous 
and offensive comments 

to Jon’s face? Apparently not, 
because Limbaugh has ignored 
over 10,000 emailed requests from 
individuals like retired U.S. Army 
four-star General Wesley Clark to 
invite VoteVets.org’s Jon Soltz to his 
show - and repeat these same insults 
to an Iraq war veteran’s face.

I support Rush Limbaugh’s 
right to free speech. The problem 
is that his show is aired on Armed 
Forces Radio, which is funded by 
taxpayer’s dollars. This money is 
not intended for radio show hosts 
to spout insults at our soldiers. 
These “phony soldiers” have simply 
exercised their right to free speech, 
as Rush Limbaugh does on a daily 
basis.

Rush Limbaugh has never worn 
the uniform in his life, yet he’s got 
the moral standing to pass judgment 
on the men and women who risked 
their lives for this nation?

Polls have shown that the majority 
of troops on the ground in Iraq, and 
those who have returned, do not 
back the President’s failed policy. 
Does Rush beheve then, that the 
majority of the US Armed Forces 
are “phony?”

Major Generals John Batiste and 
Paul Eaton left the military and 
have spoken out against the Bush 
Administration’s failed policies. 
These are former commanders in 
Iraq, and they have challenged 
the Administration for its 
stubborn refusal to listen to those 
commanders on the ground who 
have sent up warning after warning. 
Finally, recall the members of the 
82nd Airborne in Iraq who wrote

a New York Times op-ed urging for a 
change in course in Iraq, and suggesting 
it was time to figure out an exit strategy. 
Two of them just died.

Does Rush believe these young troops 
are “phony soldiers?”

Horribly enough, the insults against 
Iraq war vets did not stop there. Rush 
Limbaugh denounced a recent ad by 
VoteVets.org which featured Iraq war 
veteran Brian McGough, calling the ad 
“a blatant use of a valiant combat veteran,

lying to him about what I said, then 
strapping those lies to his belt, sending 
him out via the media in a TV ad to walk 
into as many people as he can walk into.” 
The rest of his comments can be found at 
mediamatters. org.

A  writer for Daily Kos published Brian 
McGough’s reply by email: “I stood in the 
sand, snow, dirt, mud and dust of both 
Afghanistan and Iraq. I spent over a week 
on a side of a mountain in Afghanistan 
during Operation Anaconda. I received

The Bronze Star medal for my actions 
during that battle. I crossed the border 
into Iraq with the first wave of the 101st 
Airborne...I sustained an open head 
injury on the streets of Mosul after a 
vehicle borne lED exploded next to the 
vehicle I was riding in. I have seen the 
aftermath of a real suicide bomber. I had 
loved ones who died in the 9/11 attacks. I 
have friends and colleagues who returned 
from the war in body bags...How dare 
you call someone like me a phony soldier

1 2  WWW. RAIL .£



and a suicide bomber? In the commercial 
I just taped, I told you unless you had the 
guts to say something to my face, stop 
telling lies about my service. Well you 
haven’t had the guts to say it to my face, 
but I am waiting and the 
offer is still on the table.”

In case you’re wondering 
about these lies that Rush 
refers to, after he called 
service men and women 
who don’t support the war 
phony soldiers he insisted he 
really was speaking of only 
“genuine phony soldiers” at the time. He 
then proceeded to expanded his roster of 
“genuine phony soldiers” to include Rep.

MIDDLE RIGHT: Brian McGough injured during 
his tour of duty in Iraq.
BELOW: Iraq veterans against the war and their 
families rally in Los Angeles this past January,

Jack Murtha, Pennsylvania Democrat, 
a retired Marine colonel, decorated and 
wounded veteran of the Vietnam War 
who served for 37 years and was awarded 
the Bronze Star.

the House switchboard (225-342-6945) 
and their Senators through the Senate 
switchboard (225-342-2040). Tell them

Rush, th e  shrapnel I to o k  to  m y  head  was real. M y traum atic  
brain injury was real. A n d  m y  b e lie f w e  are on th e  wrong  
course in Iraq is real. Until yo u  have th e  g u ts  to  call m e  a 
ph o n y  soldier to  m y  face, s to p  telling lies a b o u t m y  service.

• Form er A rm y s ta ff sergeant Brian McGough, 
31, a ve te ran  w ho  opposes the  w a r In Iraq.

Eventually, Congress passed a resolution 
officially condemning the MoveOn.org 
“Betray us” ad, a resolution that Rush 

supported. Yet Congress continues to 
use tax dollars to fund Rush’s offensive 
comments about our soldiers. I urge 
everyone reading this to contact the 
offices of their Representative through

that Rush Limbaugh should not make 
these comments and still have a show on 
a publicly funded station such as Armed 
Forces Radio. Your representatives can 
also be contacted through their websites.

i iuoci ( iiKKi l ima



R u s h  L i m b a u g h  f o r  O x y C o n t i n

c o u l d n ’ t  g e t  t h r o u g h  

m y  d a y  w i t h o u t  i t ! ”

Being a best-selling au tho r and a 
nationa lly syndicated radio host 
isn’t  easy. Day a fte r day I have to  
go on the air, a tta ck  short-ha ired  
fem inazis, berate environmenta l 
wackos, complain th a t black foo tba ll 
players get a free ride from  the  
media, support the drug war, 
demonize drug addicts like the late  
K u rt Cobain and condemn illegal 
drug use. More recently I’ve had 
to  demonize re tu rn ing  Iraq i war 
veterans who critic ize President 
Bush’s war on the Middle East.
How do I spew all th is  nonsense 
and s till sleep like a baby a t night?
I take OxyContin, o r as I like to  
call it , “ l i t t le  blues.”  I t  numbs my 
hypocritica l conscience, soothes 
my g u ilt and makes things  
the way they ought to  be!

1 5
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S p |^ ~  T h a t 's  6 0 0  BILLION f o r  th o s e  w h o  c a n 't  c o u n t,
m r  B u sh  h a s  r e q u e s te d  a n  a d d i t io n a l  $ 2 0 0  BILLION fo r  2 0 0 8 .
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Iraqi unemployment rate 
when carfew is ndt in effect:

2 7 % - 6 0 %

£

T h ir d  R a il  w ill b e  u p d a t in g  th is  p a g e  e v e r y  is s u e  

u n t i l  th is  c r u e l & i l le g a l  w a r  is o v e r .
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IT’S TOO HARD TO CREATE LOVE POEIVIS IN THIS MODERN ERA. 
FOR THE CONFUSED LOVE:
“MY IS HEART IS AN IPOD THAT SHUFFLES A DIFFERENT TUNE.’ 
FOR THE FRUSTRATED LOVE:
“MY BLOOD SPEAKS TO ME FOR YOU
LIKE ALLIANCE FIGHTING IN ALTERAC VALLEY IN
UUORLDOFUUARORAF
SINCE PATCH 2.3.”
FOR THE UNFAITHFUL LOVE:
“MY LOVE IS LIKE A 
SCHOLAR LOOKING ON THE INTERNET 
FOR DIFFERENT LINKS TO CONNECT 
TO.”
FOR THE EPIC LOVE:
“MY HEART SCREAMS FOR YOU 
LIKETAILORMADE’S LOVE FOR NELU YORK.”
FOR THE SIMPLE LOVE:
“I HEARTZU4REALZ.”
FOR THE PAINFUL LOVE:
“MY LOVE FOR YOU BYPASSES THE PAIN 
OF UNDERGOING GASTRIC BYPASS.”
FOR THE EXCITED LOVE:
“MY BLOOD RISES LIKE A PHALLUS UUITH VIAGRA 
UUHEN I GATCH 
A GLIMPSE OF YOU.”
FOR THE TRAGIC LOVE:
“YOUR INATTENTIVENESS LEAVES ME FEELING
LIKE BRITNEY
IN A MENTAL INSTITUTION,
BARE-HEADED.”
FOR THE CLASSIC LOVE:
“DO YOU LOVE ME?
CIRCLE ONE:
YES OR NO OR MAYBE.”

AE8 Qy I/IQ GU lAlVABE'-
cmcrE oi/ie:
.DO AOn rOAE W Ei

I B WWW. T H IR D R A IL M A G  ■ C



l~Ke sicies e^es bleeding bloody pearl dropietSj 
as each pulsating beat slowly simmers, 

from tbe rose dagger ̂ ou sboved tbrougb m  ̂cKest, 
T h e  soil-ground witb newi^ plants growing, 
absorbs tbe blood pooling out of mij heart.

You said the moon burns lesions on ^our face, 
when looking into my bluish-green ecjcs.

You never understood why the moon did.

T hen  it shattered both your arms, legs and feet, 
when a bud began to blossom inside, 

the iced, /\rctic , crystallized heart you have.

T h e  stars smiled 2;leamins: across the mid— o o
night bl ac\c- blue sky as we walked beneath it.

/ \  blossom grew deeper inside of you. 

T h e d e  mons within you fought against me, 
as you said, light ill uminates off me.

T h e  red beady eyed demon controlled you, 

as the skies eyes were bleeding blood droplets, 
when you shoved the rose dagger through my chest, 
whispering tenderly | love you dear.



P l a n  f o r

SEGREGATING
A m e r i c a
.  A N D  I T S

L a s t i n grs
I N  T H E  1 9 6 0  ESSAY, “ T h E  O r I G I N  

O F T H E  W o r k  o f  A r t , ” t h e  

G e r m a n  p h i l o s o p h e r  M a r t i n  

H e i d e g g e r  s u g g e s t s ,  “w h a t  s e e m s

N A T U R A L  T O  US IS PR O B A B LY  JU S T  

S O M E T H IN G  F A M IL IA R  IN  A L O N G  

T R A D IT IO N  T H A T  HAS F O R G O T T E N  

T H E  U N F A M IL IA R  S O U R C E  F R O M  

W H IC H  IT  A R O S E .” ^Heidegger’s quote is an apt description 
concerning the residential segregation 
that is evident in cities across the United 

States. Many view our residential housing patterns 
as a “natural” result of the “free market” rather than 
the consequence of government intervention. Yet 
through an historical examination it becomes evident 
that government, and not the so-called “free market,” 
was the primary impetus in constructing the post- 
W W II modern housing market. As a direct result

A THIRD RAIL SPECIAL REPORT 
B Y  J E F F  M C G R A H A M



P O L i r i C A L

A m e r i c a n

government intervention greatly exacerbated African American 
segregation and created a discourse that denied its own impact 
by emphasizing the “free market” as the primary causal agent. 
This process had dire social consequences for many African 
Americans who were socially, economically, and politically 
isolated from the rest of societ) .̂

In 1933, in the throes of the Great Depression, a thousand 
foreclosure procedures were initiated daily as the housing market 
was collapsing.^ To help alleviate the housing crisis, the FDR 
administration created the Home Owners Loan Corporation 
(HOLC) in June of 1933. HOLC provided “long-term, self- 
amortizing mortgage[s] with uniform payments spread over the 
whole life of the debt.”  ̂ This new practice was counter to the 
prevailing historical wisdom that people should completely pay 
off their homes soon after purchasing them. It was not until the 
1920s that even short-term five to ten year mortgages became 
popular. These mortgage plans were often renewed for seven 
more years, “...but if a mortgage expired at a time when money 
was tight, it might be impossible for the homeowner to secure 
a renewal, and foreclosure would ensue.”'̂  H O LC completely 
transformed the structure of the housing market and enabled 
homebuyers greater security in their purchase. In an effort to 
assist those who had lost their homes due to foreclosures, the 
HOLC provided loans to buy back their property.^

The HOLC mushroomed into an enormous bureaucratic 
network of investigators, whose primary duty was to determine 
the worth and feasibility of individual homes and the overall 
neighborhoods in which they resided. The HOLC investigator’s 
appraisal techniques relied on a census style questionnaire that 
mixed personal demographic information with data about the 
condition of the housing stock in a given neighborhood. This 
was not new in appraisal systems; the originality “...lay in the 
creation of formal and uniformed system of appraisal, reduced

to writing, structured in defined procedure, and implemented 
by individuals only after intense training.”*̂ The appraisers’ 
written statements were not made in objective isolation, but 
rather in a larger cultural paradigm or discourse that induced 
racial prejudges which influenced their decision-making. As a 
result, “redlining” was implemented on a massive scale and 
received government sanction.^

The H O LC codified a complex number, letter, and color coded 
system that rated neighborhoods based on socioeconomic 
criteria. This criteria was then utilized in real estate appraisal 
decisions based on the desirability of providing loans. White, 
wealthy “racially” homogenous neighborhoods received 
the highest rating on the four scale rating system. Jewish 
neighborhoods, even affluent ones, were never able to receive 
the highest rating. Black areas were deemed undesirable and 
consequently were given the lowest rating. H O LC applied 
information from their databases and created color-coded 
“Residential Securit)^ Maps” which were utilized in their offices 
all over the United States.^ These maps provided HOLC 
appraisers with detailed information on where Blacks currently 
resided and where they may be encroaching on white enclaves. 
Even a small minorit)^ of African Americans in an overwhelming 
Caucasian neighborhood would cause H O LC appraisers to 
designate the area with a low rating, and thus would be an 
impediment to its residents securing high-quality loans.^

7\lthough the H O LC favored neighborhoods that were 
white and wealthy, its real damage was in systematizing 
and universalizing a racist discourse in the housing market. 
H O L C ’s well-crafted racialized maps were adopted by private 
lenders and subsequent governmental housing programs 
that heavily utilized “redlining” techniques as part of their 
modus operandi.'*^ This is not to claim that racial and ethnic 
discrimination did not exist in the housing market prior to 
government intervention, but only to argue that it created a 
uniformed standard supported by the most influential financial 
and regulatory entity in the United States at the time— the 
federal government. Prior to governmental intervention, racial 
and ethnic discrimination in housing was propagated at the 
localized level, and “anti-racial agitation was checked by the 
prevaihng spirit of public policy and no ready liaison could be 
effected-between federal officialdom and bigotry.” “

H O L C ’s racist classification techniques had its most powerful 
influence on a subsequent New Deal program that adopted 
these methods and expanded them enormously: Columbia
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L E V tT T O W N , N E W  Y O R K
Levittown gets its name from  its builder, ' *
the firm  o f Levitt & Sons, Inc., which ^ '  
bu ilt it w ith mostly non-union labor as a 
planned community between 1947 and V  
1951. Levittown was the firs t tru ly  mass- 
produced suburb and is w ide ly regarded  
as the archetype fo r postwar suburbs 
th roughou t the USA. African Americans \
and o the r m inorities had no chance o f i
ge tt ing  in, because Levitt had decided J
from  the  start to  adm it only whites. 4  
The whites-only po licy was no t some /' 'f —
unspoken gentlemen's agreement. It was ' . / •
cast in bo ld capital letters in clause 25 J i/ ̂
o f the standard lease fo r the firs t Levitt f
houses, which included an op tion  to  buy. f l i r

I f t j*

1 ^ '



P O L I T I C A L  D I S C O U R S E

A M E R i e A N  Z S j a S U J u i S M E I

historian, Kenneth T. Jackson, noted (in 1985), “no agency of 
the United States government has had a more pervasive and 
powerful impact on the American people over the past half- 
century than the Federal Housing Administration (FHA).”^̂ 
The program’s genesis was inscribed in the National Housing 
Act of 1934. The FHA worked in conjunction with the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (GI Bill), which was 
initiated by the Veterans Administration (VA).^  ̂ The FHA 
provided mortgages for prospective homeowners through 
commercial lending agencies. The lending institutions 
provided mortgage loans on a massive scale without the risk 
of losing money in the case of default, because the FHA 
completely insured the loans. This program created a major 
transformation in the housing market. Down payments for 
homes went from the lowest rate of 30% to only 10%, and were 
completely amortized with long-term lower monthly payment 
plans and interest rates. Tlae effect reduced foreclosures “from 
250,000 non-farm units in 1932 to only 18,000 in 1951, 
and generated a national house-building boom that created 
more homeowners and new suburban developments than ever 
before: “between 1934 and 1969 the percentage of families 
living in owner-occupied dwellings increased from 44% to 
63%.” Yet the FHA had an inverse effect on the development 
of urban inner cities, by greatly exacerbating, what in the 
vernacular is termed “white flight.”

The FHA favored new all-white suburban developments over 
older racially mixed urban housing stock, thus it became 
less expensive for white families to move out to the suburbs 
than live in urban localities. The FHA Underwriting Manual 
explicitly restricted real estate developers “from introducing 
‘incompatible’ racial groups into white residential enclaves.”^̂ 
The M anual emphasized racial and class homogeneity as a way 
of maintaining a stable housing market in a given venue. It 
further advised residents to create “covenants, which were legal 
provisions written into property deeds,” to exclude African 
Americans from purchasing property.’*' The FHA produced even 
more elaborate maps than did the HOLC. These sophisticated 
maps pinpointed where blacks currently lived and predicted 
future movement into white areas: “In a March 1939 map of 
Brooklyn, for example, the presence of a single, non-white family 
on any block was sufficient to mark that entire block black.”’̂  
The racial separation policies promoted by the FHA were so 
strict that an apartheid fence had to be constructed between a 
black neighborhood and a white area before mortgages would 
be approved in the Eight Mile road section of Detroit (made 
famous in the Eminem film, 8 Mile)}^ The FHA’s pohcies

concretely cemented homogenous neighborhoods across the 
country where class, race, or cultural differences were viewed 
as a threat to real estate value. At the same time, the policies 
destroyed many urban heterogeneous neighborhoods where 
different groups lived side by side, or at least in close proximity 
to each other. From 1935 to 1952 “less than 1 percent of new 
dwelling construction was for the nonwhite families who 
comprise[d] 10 percent of the population.”’̂  In cities that were 
composed of a large African American presence, the FITA often 
provided no assistance. Harvard scholars, Douglas Massey and 
Nancy Denton illustrate the ramifications of this policy:

[As late as 1 9 6 6 ] ... the FHA had no mortgages in either Paterson 
or Camden, New Jersey, both older cities where the non-Hispanic 
white population was declining during the 1950s . . . Given the
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importance o f the FHA in the residential housing market, such 
blanket redlining sent strong signals to private lending institutions, 
which followed suit and avoided making loans within the affected 
areas. The lack o f loan capital flowing into minority areas made it 
impossible for owners to sell their homes, leading to steep declines in 
property values and a pattern o f disrepair, deterioration, vacayicy, 
and abandonment.^

T h is e n c o u ra g e d  re m a in in g  w h ite s  to  v aca te  u rb a n  areas fo r 
su b u rb ia  a n d  tak e  th e ir  c ap ita l w i th  th e m , leav in g  b lack s w ith  
lit t le  reso u rces. In  fact, b y  1 9 7 0  w h ite s  re p re se n te d  a sm a ll 
m in o r i ty  in  b o th  P a te rso n  a n d  C a m d e n .

T h e  p e o p le  w h o  w ere  in  th e  m o s t  n e e d  o f  a ssis tan ce  in  se c u rin g  
a lo n g - te rm  lo w  in te re s t  m o rtg a g e , th e  p o o r  a n d  w o rk in g -c la ss

LEFT: HOLC's 1936 security map of Philadelphia 
showing redlining o f m inority neighborhoods. 
People who lived in the red zones could not get 
mortgages to  buy or improve their homes. The 
HOLC maps are part o f the records o f the FHLBB 
(RG195) at the National Archives
FAR LEFT: A t the same time, the FHA advertised 
to millions o f white m iddle and working class 
Americans to  apply for mortgages, loans and 
other financial arrangements.

m in o r it ie s , w ere  e x c lu d ed  in  fav o r o f  w h ite  m id d le -c la s s  c itizen s 
w h o  rece ived  th e  b u lk  o f  $ 1 1 9  b ill io n  th e  F H A  sp e n t  in su r in g  
h o m e s  b e tw ee n  1 9 3 4  to  1 9 7 4 . C lo se  to  5 0 %  o f  su b u rb a n  
h o m e s  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta tes f ro m  1 9 5 0  to  1 9 7 0  rece iv ed  federa l 
g o v e rn m e n t a ss is tan ts  in  a c q u ir in g  a g o o d  m o rtg a g e , a n d  as a 
d ire c t  re su lt, b y  th e  la te  1 9 6 0 s , th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  w h ite  A m e ric a n  
fam ilie s  o w n e d  th e ir  o w n  h o m e .^ ' W h a t  h a d  b e e n  th e  exclusive 
p riv ileg e  o f  th e  w ealth y , h a d  b e c o m e  th e  n o rm  in  w h ite  
A m e ric a n  society , d u e  to  h u g e  g o v e rn m e n t e x p e n d itu re s  th a t  
d is p ro p o r t io n a te ly  b e n e fite d  th e m . In  1 9 5 5 , in  th e  a f te rm a th  
o f  W W I I ,  C o lu m b ia  u rb a n  p la n n e r  C h a rle s  A b ra m s  d e sc rib e d  
F H A  po lic ies:
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P e r c e n t a g e  o f  P e o p l e  

o f  C o l o r  L i v i n g  N e a r  

H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e  F a c i l i t i e s
Source; Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty: 1987-2007.,
United Church of Christ Commission for Racial Justice
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People o f color and persons o f low socioeconom ic 
status are still d isproportionate ly impacted and 
are particularly concentrated in neighborhoods  
and communities w ith the greatest number of 
Hazardous Waste Facilities. Race continues to  be  
an independent pred ic to r of where hazardous 
wastes are located, and it is a stronger pred ic to r  
than income, education and other socioeconom ic 
indicators. People of color now comprise a majority  
in neighborhoods w ith commercial hazardous waste 
facilities, and much larger (more than two-thirds) 
majorities can be found in neighborhoods w ith  
clustered facilities. African Americans, Hispanics/ 
Latinos and Asian Americans/Pacific Islanders alike 
are d isproportionate ly burdened by hazardous 
wastes in the U.S.

Le g e n d

W ith in  1 !<Hometer

B e tw e e n  1 k m . & 3  !<m.

B e tw e e n  3  k m . & 5  k m .

B e y o n d  5  k i lo m e te r s

FHA adopted a racial policy that could well have been 
culled from  the Nuremberg laws. From its inception 
FHA set itself up as the protector o f the all-white 
neighborhood. I t  sent its agents into the field  to keep 
Negroes and other minorities from  buying homes in 
white neighborhoods. It exerted pressure against builders 
who dared to build fo r  minorities, and against lenders 
willing to lend mortgages . . .  I t  not only insisted on 
social and racial 'homogeneity in all o f  its projects as 
the price o f insurance but became the vanguard o f  white 
supremacy and racial purity— in the North as well as 
the South?^

'i^ o p K '

P R O P A G A N D IZ IN G  A  
G O V E R N M E N T A L  M Y TH

T h e  g o v e rn m e n t  h o u s in g  p ro g ra m s  a ss is ted  C a u c a s ia n s  
in  b e lie v in g  th a t  th e  rac ia l sp a t ia l iz a t io n  p a tte rn s  
in  s u b u rb a n  a n d  u rb a n  areas w e re  n o t  a p ro d u c t  
o f  g o v e rn m e n t  in te rv e n t io n ,  b u t  ra th e r  a “n a tu r a l” 
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  “free  m a rk e t.” H is to r ia n  D a v id  
M .P. F re u n d  c la im s th a t  m o s t  h is to r ia n s  a lso 
d o w n p la y e d  th e  im p a c t  o f  F H A  p ro g ra m s  in  fo s te r in g  
rac ia l a p a r th e id  a n d  t r a n s fo rm in g  th e  h o u s in g  m a rk e t.  
T h ese  h is to r ia n s  m ak e  tw o  p o in ts :  F irstly , th e y  a rg u e  
th a t  rac ia l d is c r im in a t io n  e x is te d  in  th e  h o u s in g  m a rk e t  
p r io r  to  g o v e rn m e n ta l  in te rv e n t io n ;  a n d , seco n d ly , 
th e y  a d m it  th a t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  g re a tly  e x p a n d e d  a n d  
im p ro v e d  m o rtg a g e s , b u t  th a t  m o rtg a g e s  d id  ex ist 
b e fo re  g o v e rn m e n t in v o lv e m e n t a n d  are  a n  in h e re n t  
p a r t  o f  th e  “free m a rk e t .” In  c o n tr a d is t in c t io n ,  
F re u n d  p o in ts  o u t  th a t  h o u s in g  e c o n o m is ts  v iew  F H A  
p ro g ra m s  as h a v in g  c o m p le te ly  t r a n s fo rm e d  h o u s in g  
p o lic ies  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta tes  v is-a -v is f in a n c in g  a n d  
rac ia l d is c r im in a tio n . T h ese  h o u s in g  e c o n o m is ts  a rg u e  
th a t  th e  m a rk e t  w as n o t  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  lo n g - te rm  
a m o r tiz e d  m o r tg a g e  w ith  lo w  in te re s t  ra tes , b u t  ra th e r

it w as th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s p o lic ies  th a t  re su lte d  in  th ese  
c o n d it io n s .  F re u n d  n o te s  th a t  th e  “c o n se n su s” b e lie f  o f  
h o u s in g  e c o n o m is ts  is th a t  th e  h o u s in g  m a rk e t  w o u ld  be 
c o m p le te ly  u n re c o g n iz a b le  i f  g o v e rn m e n t in te rv e n t io n  
h a d  n e v er ta k e n  place^^: “ . . . th e  s ta te  d id  n o t  m e re ly  
revive a n d  e x p a n d  e x is tin g  h o u s in g  m a rk e ts— o r 
a w a k e n  ‘h ib e r n a t in g ’ c ap ita l, as m a n y  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  
l ik e d  to  say— b u t  ra th e r  w as in s t r u m e n ta l  in  c re a tin g  
n e w  su p p ly , n e w  d e m a n d , a n d  n e w  w e a lth .” "̂* O n e  
c o u ld  a rg u e  th a t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t in v e n te d  th e  m o d e rn  
h o u s in g  m a rk e t, a n d  in  so d o in g , t r a n s fo rm e d  th e  w ay  
m ill io n s  o f  A m e ric a n s  liv ed  fo r th e  b e tte r ,  or, in  th e  
case o f  p o o r  b lack s, fo r  th e  w o rse .

R a c ia l  d i s c r im in a t io n  h a d  a lso  p re v io u s ly  e x is te d  
in  th e  p r iv a te  h o u s in g  m a r k e t ,  b u t  i t  w as n o t  
a n  in s t i tu t io n a l ,  u n iv e rs a l ly  u n if ie d  p o l ic y  u n t i l  
th e  g o v e r n m e n t,  th r o u g h  th e  H O L C  a n d  F H A  
p ro g ra m s ,  fo rc e d  p r iv a te  le n d e rs  to  a d o p t  a sy s te m  
o f  ra c ia l  s e g re g a tio n ." ’ In itia lly , in  th e  e a r ly  1 9 2 0 s , 
th e  la rg e s t  lo b b y in g  o rg a n iz a t io n  fo r  re a l e s ta te  
in te re s ts ,  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R ea l E s ta te  
B o a rd s  (N A R E B ) , p r o m o te d  a s t r o n g  a n t i - r a c is t  
a g e n d a  in  housing .^*’ O f  c o u rse , th e  m e m b e rs h ip  
o f  th e  N A R E B A  h a d  c o n f l ic t in g  v ie w p o in ts .  F o r  
in s ta n c e ,  in  1 9 2 3  a  h ig h - r a n k in g  N A R E B  offic ia l 
p r o d u c e d  a d o c u m e n t  t h a t  a rg u e d  th a t  p e o p le  o f  
c e r ta in  races m ie h t  lo w e r th e  h o m e  v a lu e  in  a g iv eno D
c o m m u n i ty ;  th is  w as n o t  N A R E B ’s o ffic ia l p o licy , 
b u t  r a th e r  o n e  m e m b e r ’s v ie w  o u t l in e d  w i th in  a 
d is c o u rs e  o f  o p p o s in g  v i e w s . B u t  b y  1 9 2 7 , N A R E B  
p u b l ic a t io n s  o p e n ly  p r o m o te d  th e  id e a  t h a t  w h ite s  
a n d  b la c k s  h a d  th e  r ig h t  to  e x c lu d e  e a c h  o th e r  f ro m  
b u y in g  th e i r  p ro p e r ty .  N A R E B  o ffic ia l d o c u m e n ts  
d id  n o t  e x p lic it ly  ta r g e t  b la c k s  as a p r im a r y  c au se  
o f  h o m e  d e p r e c ia t io n  u n t i l  1943,^® fo u r  y e a rs  a f te r  
th e  F H A  c o d if ie d  th is  b e l ie f  in  th e i r  Underwriting 
Manual. A fte r  1 9 4 3 , w i th  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s b a c k in g , 
N A R E B  p r o d u c e d  m a n u s c r ip ts ,  c o lle g e  c o u rse s , 
a n d  t r a in e d  b ro k e rs  t h a t  p r o m o te d  th e  id e a  o f  ra c ia l  
s e g re g a tio n  as g o o d  re a l e s ta te  po licy ."^  R a c is t  ad s 
c r e a te d  b y  re a l e s ta te  c o m p a n ie s  p ro l if e r a te d  in  
m a in s t r e a m  c u ltu re :  “b u i ld e r s  b e g a n  to  a d v e r t is e  th e  
‘a b s o lu te ly  r e s t r ic te d ’ n e ig h b o r h o o d  (n o  N e g ro e s , 
Jew s , o r  o th e r  m in o r i t ie s ) ,  a n d  ‘r e a s o n a b ly  r e s t r ic te d ’ 
n e ig h b o r h o o d s  (Jew s, e tc .,  b u t  n o  N e g r o e s ) . T h e  
F H A  p r o m o te d  a n d  le g i t im iz e d  a to ta l iz in g  ra c is t
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discourse surrounding the issue of housing by invoking the 
“free market.”

The FHA propagated a narrative based on the myth that the 
“free market” was the primary deciding factor in housing 
sales, home financing, and residential living patterns in the 
United States. This narrative pushed forward the premise 
that government only slightly assisted the “free market” in 
these activities. Simultaneously, the government narrative 
disseminated the belief that racial segregation was based on 
well-founded scientific economic principles, and not on racism 
per se; the market, not racist human beings determined these 
polices. The New Dealers promoted market forces as the creative 
energy in the new housing market because they had to phrase 
their programs in an appealing fashion to make it politically 
digestible to the “free market” proponents in Congress and 
private industry.^'

The FHA sponsored a huge marketing campaign utilizing 
radio, film, newspapers, fliers, conventions, and live speakers to 
promote their programs cloaked in “free market” rhetoric to a 
largely white audience. During the first week of the campaign, 
the FHA sent close to 30,000 lending agency documents 
outlining its procedures, and spent around $200 million in its 
first four months. Over half of the country’s daily newspapers 
provided sections, sometimes totaling over 30 pages, detailing 
the “free market” housing programs the FHA offered.^^ In 1941, 
an official for FHA, Abner Ferguson, spoke to black business 
leaders and crystallized the propaganda his agency promoted 
in claiming that the FFT\ does not discriminate, but by law 
cannot interfere with the “free market” in deciding what types 
of residents are desirab le .A s Freund points out, “on the issues 
of homeownership, neighborhood integrity, and race, federal 
programs helped popularize the story that suburban growth 
and prosperity, as well as racial segregation and poverty that 
accompanied it, owed nothing to the state’s own efforts.”^̂

The FHA propagandized a racist discourse that permeated 
throughout society from media representations to formal 
FFIA conventions to a simple conversation with a neighbor 
over a white picket fence. This created what Michel Foucault 
referred to as a “normalizing” discourse which promoted and 
legitimated racist attitudes; “suburban residents, realtors, and 
elected officials defended racial restrictions by pointing to the 
racial compatibility guidelines from FHA appraisal manuals. 
Private sector publications continued those guidelines— if in a

more muted form— well into the 1960s,”^̂  and the FFIA 
“continued to encourage the use of privately published 
appraisal standards that identified racially ‘mixed’ 
occupancy as an actuarial risk.” '̂̂  This message 
had such an impact that even today white 
suburbanites often justify racial exclusion 
in their neighborhoods by stating 
that property values would decline.
This discourse provided Caucasians 
with an ontological justification for 
segregation and an accompanying 
myth of how they succeeded in the 
“free market” at much higher rates than 
minority groups.

In the absence of mortgages that were long-term, self-amortizing, 
and with structured uniformed low interest payment plans, 
the poor, largely black, urban residents in the United States 
were provided public housing. Kenneth Jackson delineates the 
effects of public housing:

The result, i f  not the intent, o f the public housing programs o f  
the United States was to segregate the races, to concentrate the 
disadvantaged in inner cities, and to reinforce the image o f  
suburbia as a place o f refuge from the problems o f race, crime 
and poverty. By every measure, the Housing Act o f 1937 was an 
important stimulus to deconcentration?^

The 1937 Housing Act (Wagner-SteagallAct) created the United 
States Housing Authority (USHA), which provided funds to 
local municipalities to set up housing agencies responsible for 
the constructing, maintenance, and management of public 
housing projects. The USFiA deposited long-term loans and

a . T ype  g f c j t e  cqU sT  c l a ^ ; Jb. E s t ia a te d  a n n u a l f a m i l y  in com e  t ^

c . F b re if ii-b o rn _OSL
( W a t i o n a l i t y )

5 ; d . Negro J ia .
( T * s  o r  t o )

ABOVE: An HOLC property assessment fo rm  requiring  
the  ethnic composition o f assessed neighborhoods, 
including fore ign born and "N eg ro " inhabitants.

right to refuse public housing funds. This exacerbated 
segregation: white middle-class communities often refiised 

the government’s funding, thus keeping their municipalities 
project free and often minority free too. As a consequence 

of these actions, projects were usually built in poor, socially 
and economically isolated sections of urban America (ghettos). 
This process resulted in dichotomous images in many citizen’s 
minds: suburbs are safe, white havens from societal ills; while 
inner cities are black, dangerous places filled with “social 
pathologies.”^̂

subsidization to 
local governments 
for initial building costs.
These large developments provided jobs for an underemployed 
construction workforce, but as soon as the post-War recovery 
was in full swing, the USHA was badly under funded.^*

Due to a Federal Court ruling in 1935 that prohibited the 
government from exercising eminent domain in creating 
land for public housing, every individual community had the

The social and economic isolation of the projects often 
resulted in depressing and dangerous living conditions for its 

occupants and for those residents 
within the adjacent neighborhoods. 
Although these conditions were 
not an accident, but rather the 
cause of racist social policies, 
nonetheless, many in the middle- 
class blamed the poor residents. A 
common, but completely erroneous 
belief, propagated by the federal 
government, was that white middle- 
class people succeeded on their

S B  W W W .  R A IL
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o w n  acc o rd  w i th o u t  th e  assis tan ce  o f  
g o v e rn m e n t, so w h y  can ’t th ese  p o o r  
re s id en ts  ach iev e  th e  sam e  success? 
K e n n e th  Ja c k so n  m ak es  it  c lear th a t  
th e  e ffect, i f  n o t  alw ays th e  in te n t ,  o f  
h o u s in g  p o lic y  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta tes 
g re a tly  e n h a n c e d  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r 
o n e  g ro u p  a n d  g re a tly  d im in is h e d  th e  life 
ch an ces  fo r a n o th e r  g ro u p :

Your Door to

F H H

HOM EOW NERSHIP

are  th e  n o rm  in  p o o r  u rb a n  
areas, re su ltin g  in  s ig n ific a n tly  
lo w er life  c h an c es  fo r  these  
p u p ils . T h is  h a d  a d ra m a tic  effec t 
in  s ta b iliz in g  th e  s ta tu s  q u o : 
th e  F re n c h  so c io lo g is t P ie rre  
B o u rd ie u  su g g ests e d u c a tio n  
rep lica tes  a n d  re p ro d u c e s  th e  
class s tru c tu re s .

American housingpolicy was not only devoid o f social objectives, but 
instead helped establish the basis for social inequities. Uncle Sam 
was not impartial, but instead contributed to the general disbenefit 
o f the cities and to the general prosperity o f the suburbs}'^

B ecause o f  g o v e rn m e n t po lic ies  th e  c ities b e ca m e  la rg e ly  b lack  
a n d  p o o r, w h ile  th e  su b u rb s  w ere  a fflu e n t a n d  w h ite . As o p p o se d  
to  b e in g  c h e c k e d  a n d  re s tr ic te d  b y  th e  fed era l g o v e rn m e n t, 
racial d is c r im in a tio n  in  h o u s in g  w as a c tu a lly  p r o m o te d  b y  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t. T h is  gave racists  like th e  L ev itt b ro th e rs  th e  ab ility  
to  c rea te  e n o rm o u s  a p a r th e id  h o u s in g  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w h e re  n o  
A frican  A m e ric a n s  resid ed : “In  1 9 6 0  n o t  a sin g le  o n e  o f  th e  
L o n g  Is la n d  L ev itto w n ’s 8 2 ,0 0 0  re s id en ts  w as b lac k .”'̂ ^

S e g re g a tio n  im p le m e n te d  fro m  th e  fed era l g o v e rn m e n t h a d  a 
w id e-effec t: it  se t a to n e  o f  rac ia lly  exclusive tac tic s  as a c c ep ta b le  
g o v e rn m e n ta l  p o lic y  th a t  w as m im ic k e d  a t th e  loca l level across 
th e  co u n try . S u b u rb a n ite s  o f te n  u til iz e d  co v en a n ts , 
z o n in g  o rd in a n c e s , a n d  F H A  b a c k e d  p o lices  to  
d e n y  p o o r  u rb a n  re s id e n ts  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  m o v e  in to  th e ir  n e ig h b o rh o o d s ,  w h ile  a t 
th e  sam e  tim e , a c c e p tin g  n o  re sp o n s ib ili ty  
fo r  th e  a rray  o f  p ro b le m s  in  th e  in n e r  city.
F o r e x am p le , c ity  z o n in g  law s w ere  u tiliz e d  
as a ta c tic  b y  loca l g o v e rn m e n ts  to  k eep  o u t  
c e r ta in  u n d e s ira b le s  f ro m  liv in g  in  s u b u rb a n  
n e ig h b o rh o o d s :  “a p a r tm e n ts ,  fac to rie s , a n d  
‘b l ig h t , ’ e u p h e m ism s  fo r b lack s a n d  p e o p le  o f  
l im ite d  m ea n s , w ere  r ig id ly  e x c lu d e d .”"̂  ̂ T h is 
a lso m e a n t  th a t  h eav y  in d u s t r y  w as o f te n  
p la c e d  in  u rb a n  lo ca lities , a n d  th e  e ffect o f  
th ese  e n v iro n m e n ta lly  ra c is t z o n in g  law s can  
b e  seen  in  th e  h ig h  ra te s  o f  a s th m a  a m o n g  
in n e r -c ity  c h ild re n . A n o th e r  c o n se q u e n c e  is 
th e  in e q u ita b le  n a tu re  o f  sc h o o l fu n d in g  in  
th e  U n i te d  S ta tes; th e  loca l tax  base  o f te n  
d e te rm in e s  th e  a m o u n t  o f  fu n d in g  a sc h o o l 
d is tr ic t  receives. T h u s , a sy s te m  w as c rea te d  
w h e re  in fe r io r  e d u c a tio n a l  o p p o r tu n it ie s

O n e  reaso n  m o s t  c itizen s d o  n o t  m ak e  a c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  
g o v e rn m e n ta l  po lic ies  a n d  th e  a rra y  o f  p ro b le m s  th a t  exist in  
th e  in n e r  c ities is th e  lack  o f  an  h is to r ic a l analysis. T o  sp eak  
o f  h is to r ic a l re la tio n sh ip s  a n d  c o m p le x itie s  as a cause o f  th e  
soc ial p o s i t io n  o f  m a n y  p o o r  A fr ica n  A m e ric a n s  to d a y  is 
o f te n  c o n s id e re d  ta b o o . T h e  h is to r ic a l re la tio n sh ip s  have 
b e e n  d iffu sed , le ft w i th o u t  m u c h  o f  a trace . R a th e r, ta lk  o f  
social d y s fu n c tio n  is m ire d  in  p a tro n iz in g  d isco u rse s o f  self
re sp o n s ib ili ty  (B ill C o sb y ), o r  th e  re su rg en ce  o f  eu g en ics  { Jhe 
Bell Curve). T h is  re legates m o s t  o f  th e  re sp o n s ib ili ty  to  th o se  
w h o  h av e  b e e n  th e  v ic tim s  o f  h is to r ic a l g o v e rn m e n t s a n c tio n e d  
o p p re ss io n . T h e  sam e  g o v e rn m e n t u sed  its p o w e r o f  h e g e m o n y  
to  p ro p a g a te  a n  a h is to ric a l d isc o u rse  o f  th e  “free m a rk e t” as 
th e  p r im a ry  cause  o f  se g reg a tio n  in  h o u s in g  p a tte rn s . Yet an  
h is to r ic a l e x a m in a tio n  y ie lds us k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  u n fa m ilia r  
so u rce  f ro m  w h ic h  th o se  c irc u m s ta n c e s  w e c o n s id e r  n a tu ra l  
a n d  fa m ilia r  arose,
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The U nited  N a tio n s c o n c lu d e d  in  a  s tu d y  on  G lobal W arm ing th a t ra is in g  an im als  
for food g e n e ra te s  m ore  g re e n h o u se  g a s e s  th a n  all th e  c a rs  an d  tru c k s  in th e  
w orld  co m bined . S en io r U.N. Food a n d  A g ricu ltu re  O rgan iza tion  official H enning  
S te in fe ld  re p o rte d  th a t th e  m ea t in d u stry  is “o n e  of th e  m ost s ig n ifican t co n trib u to rs  
to  to d a y ’s m ost se r io u s  en v iro n m en ta l p rob lem s.”
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O n th e  first W ednesday  o f every  m o n th , g u es ts  
m ig h t g e t tu rn e d  dow n  a t  th e  d o o r u p  to  hatf-an- 
h o u r b e fo re  th e  s ta g e  o p e n s  in th e  u n d e rg ro u n d  

b ar a t  th e  tre n d y  Park S lope y u p p ie  h a n g  o u t. Union 
Hall. A crow d o f asym m etrical hairsty les, re tro  shoes, 
90s sty led  b lack-fram ed g lasses, t ig h t pan ts-w earing  
y oung  p eo p le  p o u r in to  ev e ry  o p en  sp ace  availab le  in 
th e  b asem en t, n o t to  sw ing th e ir  h ips o r b o b  th e ir  h ead s  
to  th e  la te s t u n d e rg ro u n d  m usic p h e n o m e n o n , b u t to  
h e a r sc ien tists sp eak  for tw o  hours.

The bevy  a ssem b led  o n  F ebruary  6, 2008 to  h ear 
Bruce Stillm an give a tw o -h o u r ta lk  on  th e  fu tu re  
o f m olecular m edicine.

Bruce Stillm an is th e  p re s id e n t o f th e  Cold 
Spring H arbor Laboratory, CSHL, w hich is 
d ed ica ted  to  m olecular b io logy  research  
an d  scientific o u treach  d ed ica ted  to  
ed u c a te  th e  com m unity  a n d  co llabo ra te  
w ith sc ien tis ts  a ro u n d  th e  w orld 
a b o u t DNA. The lab  is know n for its -  
g ro u n d b reak in g  research  in cancer^ 
p lan t-gene tics, neurobio logy , an d  ** ^  
b io inform atics, an d  has e n g a g e d  ^  -
w ith 85 N obel L aureates over 
th e  course  o f a cen tury . In th e  /

1940s a n d  '5 0 s  lab, B arbara M cClintock's d iscovery  of 
g en e tic  tra n sp o sitio n , an d  its ro le in th e  rep ression  
an d  ex p ressio n  o f physical ch a rac teristics in m aize, 
e a rn e d  h e r  th e  N obel Prize in Physiology o r M edicine 
in 1983. Jam es D. W atson w on a N obel Prize in 1962 for 
d iscovering  th e  d o u b le  helix s tru c tu re  o f DNA, a n d  for 
n o tin g  th a t  nucleic acids carry  g e n e tic  in fo rm ation . He 

d id  his w ork a t  th e  CSHL a n d  a ttra c te d  
Bruce S tillm an in 1979. At th a t  tim e,

. a  Dr. Stillm an w as a p o s t-d o c to ra te
,# •# s tu d e n t from  A ustralia looking to  

fu r th e r  in v estig a te  his ow n g en e tic  
ifa J  research , orig inally  on ly  fo r a year

,  o r tw o .

"However," he  affably  to ld  his 
T . "  au d ien ce  a fte r  fin ishing his th ird

D ouble (M ake th a t  a triple!) H elix,'1 m e t 
an  A m erican an d  stay ed  for th e  n ex t 29 

years."

# Dr. Stillm an veryc learly  n av ig a ted  his lis teners 
th ro u g h  th e  h isto ry  o f g en e tic s  b eg in n in g  

w ith G regor M endel an d  C harles Darwin, 
* to  unraveling  th e  co d e  w ritten  in th e  6 

^ 0  . fe e t o f coiled DNA, an d  en d in g  w ith  th e
fu tu re  of g en e tic s  an d  its increasing

p rev a len ce  in how  w e a p p ro ach  
m edicine. W ithin th is  narrative, 
h e  n ea tly  w ove th e  re su lts  o f 
CSHL research  to  th e  co n cep ts  
an d  th e o rie s  b eh in d  w h a t m ig h t 
cau se  au tism , sch izophren ia , 
a n d  cancer. He m e n tio n e d  th a t  
h e  w as n o t a g e n e tic  d e te rm in is t 
an d  em p h asized  th e  im p o rtan ce  
o f  e v e ry o n e  k eep in g  th em se lv es  
in fo rm ed , especia lly  w h en  it 
co m es to  th e ir  ow n h ea lth  a n d  how  
d o c to rsw o u ld tre a t 
it. He w an ts  p e o p le  
to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  Stillm an ^
th e  en v iro n m en t, ow n  DN/s
like sm ok ing  a n d  Stillm an |
a sb e s to s , p lay  a g e n e tic  n
critical role, to o . ind iv idua

♦ \

W hen a m e m b e r 
o f th e  S ecret 
S c i e n c e  
C l u b  ^  
a s k e d

Stillm an w h o  is re sp o n sib le  f o r  t h e  privacy o f one 's 
ow n DNA scan  resu lts, h e  rep lied , "You a re  responsib le ." Dr. 
Stillm an p o in ts  o u t  th a t  a DNA m ap, w hich can  p o in t o u t  any  
g e n e tic  m arkers, like m u ta tio n s , ind ica tin g  w h a t d isea se s  th e  
ind iv idual is su scep tib le  to , is ju s t  as  p riv a te  as th e  re su lts  to  a 
b lo o d  te s t, o r any  lab  te s t.

Dr. Stillm an h ad  can ce led  a  tr ip  to  sp e a k  w ith  scientific 
p e e rs  in B oston o n  th e  la te s t in DNA s tu d ie s  to  en jo y  

k  a few  g lasses  co n co c ted  by  th e  S ecre t Science Club 
%  M ixologist, a n d  in s tead  ch o se  to  sp e a k  to  a m ore

inform al a u d ie n c e  o f s tu d e n ts , p ro fessionals, 
a n d  d ro p -o u ts  alike. It w as, n o n e th e le ss , a 

so p h is tic a ted  a u d ie n c e — a co m fo rtab le  
\  ^  b a lan ce  o f n o n -iso la ting  (and  ra th e r

-  \  sociab le) in te llec tu a ls  a n d  h ip ste rs
^  w h o  w ere  n o t to o  repulsively

r T h e  U n i o n  H a l l  
S e c r e t  S c i e n c e  C lu b  

a c k n o w le d g e s  t h a t  b e in g  
in t e l l i g e n t ,  im ag inative , fun , 

a n d  o p e n -m in d e d  m akes fo r a 
sw anky  profile. Their m ee tin g s  bring

Bruce Stillm an 
sp eak s in fro n t of 
a packed audience 
a t Union Hall.

le le ss  a to g e th e r  e x p e rts  in
ifo rtab le  *'’® sc iences
d ra th e r  P®°P'®
h ip ste rs
ju lsively  “ ‘th o u t

any  p re te n se . Past 
g u e s ts  in th is  free  

H a l l  science lec tu res
e  C lu b  series

b e in g  inc luded  an  NYU
re, fun , n e u r o s c i e n t i s t
i fo r a  by  th e  n a m e  o f
gs b ring  Jo sep h  LeDoux

an d  his b an d , th e  
A m y g d a I o  i d  s ,  
an d  so m e  N obel 

Prize w inners, such  as Dr. Harold 
V arm us an d  Eric Kandel.

The club 's M ySpace p a g e  insists, 
"Just b ring  y o u r ow n sm a rt self."
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O K . S o  m a y b e  w e  lie d  w h e n  w e  s a id  w e  c a n  g u a r a n t e e  youMI g e t  la id  b y  jo in in g  T h ird  
Rail. B u t w h ile  w e  c a n 't  g u a r a n t e e  y o u  t h a t ,  w e  C A N  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  y o u 'l l  h a v e  lo t s  
o f  fu n  y v ritin g , p h o t o g r a p h i n g ,  d e s ig n in g ,  p o e t ic iz in g  ( t h a t 's  o u r  n fiade  u p  w o r d  f o r  
c r e a t in g  p o e t r y ) ,  in v e s t ig a t in g ,  d e b a t i n g ,  d r a w in g  a n d ,  o h  y e a h — c r it ic iz in g  t h e  CSI 
A d m in is t r a t io n  ( th e y  d o n ' t  g e t  e n o u g h  o f  t h a t ) .  A n d  if  y o u 'r e  r e a l ly  lucky , m a y b e  
y o u  w o n 't  j u s t  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  n e w s — y o u 'l l  b e  t h e  n e w s !  S o  jo in  T h ird  R a itl O u r  
m e e t i n g s  a r e  in  t h e  C a m p u s  C e n t e r  (1C ) d u r in g  C lu b  H o u r s ;  To f in d  o u t  w h e n  o u r  
n e x t  m e e t in g  Is v is i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w .T h i r d R a i lM a g .c o m , o r  g iv e  u s  a  ca ll a t  
7 1 8 - 9 8 2 - 3 1 0 5 .  A n d  w h o  k n o w s ,  y o u  J u s t  m ig h t  g e t  la id .

http://www.ThirdRailMag.com
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THE FOURTH ESTATE & THE

V O t U T t O N

I n  F ran ce , b e fo re  th e  R e v o lu tio n  o f  
1 7 8 9 , th e re  was th e  Ancien Regime 
a n d  th e  Etats Generaux, t ra n s la te d  as 

th e  'Estates General, w h ic h  w as a legisla
tive  b o d y  o f  th e  d iffe re n t classes (called  
estates) o f  th e  F re n c h  p eo p le . Jeffrey  
A rcher, in  h is b o o k  The Forth Estate d e 
scribes th e  Ancien Regime a n d  q u o te s  
E d m u n d  B u rk e  as say ing , “ In  M a y  1 7 89 , 
L ou is X V I su m m o n e d  to  V ersailles a full 
m e e tin g  o f  th e  ‘E sta te  G en era l. T h e  F irst 
E sta te  c o n sis ted  o f  th ree  h u n d re d  C lergy. 
T h e  S e c o n d  E sta te , th ree  h u n d re d  n o b les . 
T h e  T h ird  E sta te , six h u n d re d  c o m m o n 
ers. S o m e  years later, a fte r th e  F ren ch  
R e v o lu tio n , E d m u n d  B u rk e , lo o k in g  
u p  a t th e  Press G a lle ry  o f  th e  H o u s e  o f  
C o m m o n s  said , ‘Y o n d er sits th e  F o u r th  
E sta te , a n d  th e y  are m o re  im p o r ta n t  th a n  
th e m  a ll.’”

E ven N a p o le o n  o n ce  said , “ .. .seven a n 
g ry  n ew spapers are m o re  d an g ero u s  th a n  a 
th o u sa n d  leg ions.” T h e  Press w ields p o w er 
like n o  o ther, it shapes th e  w ay  w e th in k , 
a n d  w h a t w e lea rn  a n d  h o w  w e v iew  th e  
w o rld  a n d  ourselves. Yet th e ir  p o w er 
goes u n ch eck ed ; th e  cap ita lis t system  has 
tu rn e d  th e m  in to  p ro p a g a n d a  m ach in es. 
T he  b iggest a n d  b e s t-k n o w n  ex am ple  is 
F O X  N ew s a n d  a n y th in g  ow ed  b y  N ew s 
C o rp o ra tio n , th e  c o m p a n y  th a t  is o w n e d  
a n d  o p e ra ted  by  in d u str ia lis t R u p e rt  M u r 
d o ch . N ew s C o rp . ow ns so m a n y  c o m p a 
nies a n d  subsid iaries th a t it is d isgusting : 
fo u r p u b lish in g  co m p an ies, over o n e  h u n 
d re d  fifty  n ew spapers w o rld w id e , th ir ty -  
five m agazines, a t least fo u r rad io  o r m u 
sic stu d io s a n d  so m a n y  telev ision  s ta tio n s 
b o th  regular, cable o r satellite. T h ere  is n o

o th e r  w o rd  fo r it  b u t  d isg u stin g .
Ju s t o p e n  u p  y o u r  d a ily  n ew sp ap er, a n d  

tak e  a lo o k  a t h o w  m a n y  a d v e rtisem e n ts  
th e re  are in  it. Ju s t p age  a fte r  p ag e  a fte r 
p ag e  o f  a d v e rtisem e n ts  w ith  sto ries  b u r 
ied  b e tw ee n  th e m , ju s t  th ro w n  a n d  fo r
g o tte n  a m o n g  th e  m a n y  ads, n ew sp ap ers  
are  m o re  a b o u t  a d v e rtisem e n ts  th a n  th e  
new s. L o o k  a t y o u r  local new s p ro v id er, 
w h e th e r  it is N Y l ,  C N N ,  N B C , A B C , 
C B S , M S N B C  o r  even  G o d  fo rb id  F O X  
N ew s. L o o k  a t all th e  ads, a n d  i f  th e re  is 
a neg ativ e  s to ry  a b o u t  o n e  o f  th ese  ad v er
tisers i t ’s ju s t a b o u t  a g u a ra n te e  th e  s to ry  
w o n ’t ru n . I t sh o u ld  be  a b i t  d is tu rb in g  
to  us all th a t  a new s o rg a n iz a tio n  w o u ld  
p u t  its p ro fits  ah ead  o f  its so le m n  d u ty  to  
in fo rm  th e  p u b lic .

T h ere  u sed  to  be  a th in g  called  jo u r 
n a lis tic  in teg rity . I t  has b e co m e  o b v io u s 
to  m e  a fte r w a tc h in g  th e  n ig h tly  new s, 
th ese  tw e n ty -fo u r  h o u r  new s c h an n e ls  
a n d  re a d in g  w h a t passes fo r n ew sp ap ers  
in  th is  d ay  a n d  age, th a t  it is d ead . D u r 
in g  th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e  C o ld  W ar, th e re  w as 
a re sp ec ted  jo u rn a lis t  n a m e d  E d w a rd  R. 
M u rro w  w h o  d u r in g  th e  L o n d o n  B litz  o f  
1 9 4 0  re p o rte d  live as th e  b o m b s  d id  fall. 
B u t a fte r W o rld  W ar II, d u r in g  th e  19 5 0 s  
a t th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e  C o ld  W ar p a ra n o ia  
a n d  th e  b u rd e n  o f  M c C a r th y ism , i t  w as 
o n ly  h e  th a t  s to o d  u p  to  S e n a to r  Jo sep h  
M c C a r th y  w h ile  all o th e rs  b e n t , be fo re  
h im  in  fear a b o u t  a list o f  C o m m u n is ts  
th a t  d id n ’t exist. B u t E d w a rd  R. M u rro w  
s to o d  u p  to  th is  b u lly in g . N o w  all o f  th e  
o ld  g u a rd  is g o n e  a n d  has b een  rep laced  
o ver th e  last tw e n ty  years.

T h ere  are  o th e rs  o f  in teg rity , g rea t m en

TIME

TOP: Edward R. Murrow
on the cover o f TIME magazine

BELOW: W hite House Correspondent 
Helen Thomas



of journalism such as Walter Cronkite and Dan Rather. Wal
ter Cronkite became instrumental in the end of the Vietnam 
War. Forty years ago this past January marked forty years since 
the Tet Offensive in which North Vietnamese Army units and 
rebel Viet Cong guerrillas launched attacks all over South Viet
nam, including the seizure of the American Embassy in Saigon 
(modern day Ho Chi Min City). The Tet Offensive was a fail
ure in that it only succeeded in taking the old Imperial City 
of Hue. But after the fighting, Cronkite, the head anchor of 
CBS Nightly News, announced that he believed that the war 
in Vietnam could not be won. As President Lyndon Johnson 
would say, “If I’ve lost Cronkite, I’ve lost America.” And never 
in the last twenty years could I recall any news anchors with 
the dignity, and most importantly, 
the integrit)^ of a Dan Rather or a 
Walter Cronkite. These were men 
cut from the same cloth and it is 
a travesty that there are no longer 
any men like them.

But for as much praise as I give 
Dan Rather, he is but a man and has 
his flaws. After September 1 1 th, he 
was asked why people around the 
world hated America. He replied 
the he “didn’t know” but later he 
revealed to the BBC that he had 
lied so that people would not ques
tion his patriotism. I would hope 
that this is something that Edward 
R. Murrow would not have done.
Murrow would have told the truth 
and stood up for what he believed.
But we must forgive Dan Rather‘s 
failings, for the world is a very dif
ferent place today than from that 
of the 1950s.

Some may wonder why I have 
not mentioned any women, and 
the truth is that there
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was one
woman who I believed was equal to them all— Barbara Walters. 
But I feel sadness and regret for her now, to have fallen as far as 
she has, to have gone from one of the most respected people in 
journalism to a host of The View on daytime television. There 
is one more prominent female journalist with integrit)^. Helen 
Thomas, a W hite House correspondent, has been shaking Presi
dents in their boots for the past several decades.

★ ★ ★ ★
Nowadays, one must ask the question: Has any journalist 

stood up to the Bush Administration? Has anyone demanded 
that those in the Administration be brought to justice for the

various crimes that have been committed? If so, why aren’t those 
voices louder? W hat happened to this being a “Nation of the 
People, By the People and For the People”? Today, we are a na
tion of the special interests, by the few, for the privileged. Why 
have we allowed this? This is the state of America today be
cause we have allowed the few and the privileged, those with old 
money to run everything. As seen above, if a company wants a 
story buried and forgotten, it is easily accomplished. Added to 
the fact that for all intents and purposes, journalistic integrity 
is dead, the nightly news does not feature journalists— they fea
ture anchor men and women who care about being on TV and
reporting the slop that they say is news.

Wliat passes for news on TV is not. Instead, they push fear
and paranoia onto the people. 
They tell you what household 
item might kill you, more at 1 1 ; 
they glorify murders and oth
ers of that ilk; its celebrit)^ gos
sip and noise; noise, its all just
white noise. Domestic news is 
downplayed and major coverage 
of overseas happenings is almost 
non-existent. Americans go about 
their lives barely aware of actions 
taken by other countries around 
the world. In a way, Americans 
are blissfully ignorant of the rest 
of the world, but the actions of 
September 1 1 , 2001 should have 
shown us that the old adage, 
“what you don’t know can’t hurt 
you” is wrong and that what you 
don’t know can get you killed.

It may seem that all is doom 
and gloom, but there is a shred 
of hope out there. NPR, PBS and 
the British BBC all provide actual 
balanced news reports of home 
and abroad, sans the fake filler 

they put in your nightly news. But the sad thing is N PR and 
PBS (which are publicly funded) keep having their budgets cut 
by Congress because Republicans don’t want an educated public. 
Hence, why the travesty that is No Child Left Behind got passed. 
But that is a subject for another edition of Comrade X  (that’s if 
the fascists don’t spirit me away in the middle of the night).

There is also now with the dawning of the internet (which is 
probably the second or third greatest invention man has ever 
come up with, after the wheel) which has revolutionized global 
communication. The internet allows anyone, anywhere on the 
face of this here planet Earth access to any t}̂ pe of information
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that twenty years ago was almost impos
sible to do. And this is relevant because 
in the last couple of years, news websites 
and “blogs” (I hate that word, and pod
cast, I just hate them, there have to be 
better words for it!) have increased in 
popularity allowing people to have more 
independent news sources. The downside 
to this is the questionability and accuracy 
of the news source (which in mainstream 
news is bad enough). However, it is a step 
in the right direction, which hopefully 
will spread to the mainstream media. For 
if the last eight years is any indication, the 
mainstream corporate media have failed 
us utterly in allowing our once great na
tion to degrade into what it is today.

★ ★ ★ ★
How can we have accurate news? Well 

the first thing to do would be to provide 
public funding to all newspapers and TV 
news; that way they wouldn’t have to wor
ry about offending an advertiser that was 
committing crimes and denying workers 
their rights and poisoning their custom
ers. We need to liberate the media from 
corporate ties so that they can freely re
port on the issues without financial con
sequences. O r short of that, the Ameri
can public should demand more funding 
for PBS and NPR and should watch and 
listen to the great programs on them; 
maybe, just maybe, the American public 
at large will learn something— something 
that too many people in this nation have 
a vested interest in stopping.

But I must admit, that PBS and NPR 
have their downsides. It has been shown 
by various think-tanks that PBS and 
N PR have far more guests on their re
spective shows from the political Right 
than the political Left. It has fiirther been 
shown that PBS and NPR have far more 
radical right-wingers on their respec
tive shows than radical left-wingers (see 
www.fair.org). So maybe it is wrong to 
say that they are completely fair and bal
anced, but they are more so than regular 
mainstream corporate news, which is at 
least a start. We must also ask ourselves 
why these publicly fiinded programs are 
shifting to the Right? Well, the reason is

that over the last ten years the Right has 
controlled this country. So if something 
offended them on PBS or NPR, they 
would simply cut their budget. So we 
must ask ourselves where is a good place 
to get news?

Well, an even better choice of news 
than PBS or NPR would be the Pacifica 
News Network, whose most famous show 
is Democracy Now! with Amy Goodman 
as its host. I highly recommend listening 
and watching this broadcast, available on 
CUNY TV, Free Speech TV, Link TV, 
and at www.democracynow.org. De
mocracy Now! has amazing news coverage 
and manages to cut through all of the 
Right’s agitprop in order to tell the peo
ple the Truth! The unenviable Truth, not 
“versions” of the truth or the downright 
lies that are sold to us day in and day out 
in our colorless lives, which the market 
has created and transformed us all into 
mindless zombies. Democracy Now! gives 
us the dirty hard Truth that makes you 
open your eyes and look around and re
alize how much is wrong with the world 
and why no one in power tries to change 
it. If I may quote Edmund Burke one 
more time, “Evil prevails when good 
men do nothing.” And that is why we

must open our eyes to the lies that are 
floated before us everyday. Barbara Bush 
used to tell school children to read a 
book everyday; what we should be tell
ing children and ourselves is to question 
what we read. For then, and only then, 
once the eyes of the people are opened, 
change will follow.

So what about the Fourth Estate and 
the Revolution? From this inaugural edi
tion of Comrade X, we can come to the 
conclusion that the Revolution will not 
be televised, and that the mainstream 
corporate media will be counter, if not 
completely anti-revolutionary. So we 
cannot rely on them when the revo
lutionary times come. But afterwards, 
when We The People are victorious they 
will have to answer for the crimes they 
have helped commit and have covered 
up so that O N E percent of the popula
tion of this country can have 40 percent 
of the wealth! As for N PR and PBS, let 
us hope that this November that a liberal 
will enter the W hite House and remove 
the Sword of Damocles, that is the fear 
of budget cuts from above their head, 
and allow them to bring the Truth to the 
people as well.

L’internationale sera le genre humain!

http://www.fair.org
http://www.democracynow.org
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DEAR THIRD RAIL,
We often wonder as people o f color 

why we are so victimized in today’s 
society. W hy children in lower income 
housing are “ghetto” and already labeled 
failures. We blame the “white” society 
and everyone else; however never do 
we stop and see who is really to blame. 
It is us. The black race that wallows 
in pity— the confined mentality of 
this free world. The catastrophic time 
period o f slavery has caused a crusade 
o f ignorance often referred to as racial 
discrimination. The illusion o f color 
has branded tags of societal grief upon 
individuals; especially in the African 
American race. The physical constraint 
o f slavery led to a semi-permanent 
emotional state o f blindness. The 
everlasting battle o f obtaining freedom 
for those once captured has become in 
vain. The Emancipation Proclamation 
has unquestionably backfired and 
caged the once desire o f freedom in

"*rv-

irresponsibility and ignorance, and is 
in dire need of rehabilitation. H istory 
has unquestionably repeated itself just 
with opposite ends o f the spectrum. 
Ownership o f the external has stormed 
into a conflict between m ind and body. 
The detainm ent o f African Americans 
during the eighteenth century has 
unequivocally formed an acceptable 
insanity given the title— racism, in 
which this race so proudly stands 
upon. The wall o f discrimination has 
radiated waves o f unconscious blame 
on others rather than individuals 
facing reality. The 
chains and whips 
that scarred the 
black race in the 
eighteenth century 
has relived its birth 
through a present 
day mentality.
The incorruptible 
chains that once

T h i r d  R a i lTbi FoMa] Ara or th« CcAigt of St»n isiwd

the eighteen hundreds into the mental 
handicap o f victimization today. This 
plague o f ignorance has manifested 
itself into the minds of most African 
Americans, causing a generation of

had the binding power o f lim iting 
movement o f the wrist, hand and feet 
are no longer adhesive to the body, 
yet remains unbreakable on the m ind, 
inflicting the heritable trait o f being

prey.
T  h
psychological defect o f 
being brainwashed into believing that 
an individual o f African American 
descent is a target for “white society” 
has hypnotized people o f color into 
believing it to be true. M any people 
today are entrapped in the mindset 

that slavery has hexed 
upon the minds o f 
African Americans.

The mishap o f African 
American families
unknowingly hindering 
their children because 
o f som ething that 
happened centuries ago 
is undeniably forming 
a lethal hindrance. The 
imbalance o f trying to 
modify this world into a 
vicinity in which the past 
is a fog m em ory into a 
place o f m odernity and 
technological advances 

will never be in royal pursuit 
due to the grudges o f society.
The greatest fault o f one is to 
proudly wear the badge of 
ignorance and continuously 
walk w ith the staff o f 
accusation rather than run 
with arm or o f accountability.
The seemingly inescapable 
views o f m ankind stands 
as a narcotic in the form  of 
media, radio, etc suffocating 
and luring the dependents 
o f society— children and 
teenagers into their world 
o f perception and illusion.

Societies forceful yet impaired ideology o f trying to shape 
one w ith the m olding o f race is the avalanching effect o f 
awakening the im plantation o f one’s dorm ant belief o f 
inequality. The belief that one m ust underm ine another 
because o f race or in a workplace choose another because the 
law says so; no t because o f credentials but because o f color, 
proves how injustice still remains. The challenge that should 
be brought to one’s attention is: who is being discrim inated 
against? Society has glued the black race on a throne o f 
greatness, and given schools the ingredient o f diversity. 
Affirmative Action has boldly lessened the workload for 
‘blacks’ and carried it over to the ‘w hite’ population. Now 
where’s the public rioting and marching?

Nowhere, because o f this worldly insane asylum that has 
bred a com m unity o f charity rather than allowing equality 
to be achieved. Citizens sit on giving back what was once

taken rather than just giving the tru th  o f opportunity. Once 
again it is the spellbound m ind that still m ust regain full 
consciousness and inhale reality. The effort pu t into schools 
having diversity has led to the racism o f non-m inorities. 
Qualifications no longer are im portant, yet the color o f one’s 
skin is.

WTiy can’t everyone be color blind and th ink  o f people 
as hum an beings measuring one’s ability on intellect and 
experience rather than the insignificance o f color. African 
Americans m ight as well pu t the chains back on because this 
is what we are doing figuratively. The captivity o f the m ind 
will never allow the body to reach its full capacity.

Thank you for your time in advance.

Sincerely 
Grace M cM illan

J E F F M c G R A H A M ,  
N O N - F I C T I O N  E D I T O R  R E S P O N D S

Sociologist Stephanie C oontz  in her excellent book, The 
Way We Never Were: American Families and  the Nostalgia 
Trap (Basic Books, 1992), elucidates how political 
m ythology is created by an author who is ideologically 
charged: “The Little House on the Prairie book series based 
on the m emoirs o f Laura Ingalls W ilder, were extensively 
revised by her daughter as an ideological attack on 
governm ent program s.” Laura Ingalls W ilder’s daughter 
excised out o f her m other’s m anuscripts any m ention of 
governm ental assistance and thus proliferated a m yth tha t 
her ancestors were “rigged individualists” who thrived 
in isolation from the aid o f governm ent. This m yth was 
achieved by reducing complex social and historical realities 
into sim plistic narratives o f self-reliance.

Grace M cM illan employs a sim ilar reductionistic 
line o f reasoning in her letter blam ing African 

A m ericans for their plight as a people. 
M cM illan  utilizes a fam iliar tactic o f those 
who are ideologically bent on ignoring the 
pervasiveness o f racism: she ignores historical 
and contem porized racist structures by 
reducing racism to the institu tion  o f slavery, 
and thus proposes tha t racism is a m ental 
illness th a t blacks need to get over: “The 
detainm ent o f A frican Am ericans during  the

eighteenth century  has unequivocally form ed an acceptable 
insanity  given the title -  racism, in w hich this race so 
proudly stands upon.” M cM illan  also refers to those who 
believe racism is real as being “brainw ashed,” O ne o f 
M cM illan’s m ost audacious and stupefying claims is th a t 
real d iscrim ination  is being perpetrated  against whites due 
to affirmative action program s and this has resulted in a 
racist backlash: “the effort pu t into schools having diversity 
has led to the racism o f non-m inorities. Q ualifications no 
longer are im portan t, yet the color o f ones (sic) skin is.” 
A dm itting  tha t racism does exist, no m atter the supposed 
cause, is in com plete contrad istinction  to w hat M cM illan  
claim ed as being a chim era based on m ental illness in the 
first part o f her letter.

Contradictions aside, M cM illan exhibits either purposely 
or genuinely a profound ignorance o f the racist structures o f 
American society. Perhaps she should have read W hat K ind  
o f  Card is Race? by T im  W ise and A  Long History o f  Racial 
Preferences—fo r  Whites by Larry Adelm an (both published 
in Third Rail, Volume 2007, Issue 9) in a more careful and 
attentive fashion to gain some understanding o f the racist 
society she resides in (she should also read m y article on post
war governmental housing discrim ination in th is  issue).

In response to M cM illan, I will list some basic facts 
(although, one could list evidence o f  post-slavery racism that

The opinions expressed in responses by Third Rail members are 
solely representing their own opinions and do not necessarily 
represent the opinions of Third Rail Magazine or its staff.
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would fill volumes o f tomes): firstly, from Jim 
Crow and lynching to sentencing discrepancies 
for identical crimes (i.e. crack cocaine versus 
powdered cocaine and the death penalty) to 
racial profiling to child poverty, racism is a 
key factor in American society. Secondarily, it is a well- 
docum ented fact that formal affirmative action programs 
have aided white women more than  any other demographic 
group. O f  course, wealthy well-connected white men 
(i.e. President Bush) have benefited more than any other 
segment of the population from the extensive preference 
programs practiced at elite universities. Thirdly, as Jonathan 
Kozol has exhaustively docum ented in his books, schools 
in the U nited States are highly segregated based on racial 
demographics. In most places in the U nited States, school 
funding is based on the housing tax structure. In other words, 
wealthy districts receive far more funding per pupil than do 
poorer districts. D ue to the isolation of m any poor African 
American communities, as opposed to m any poor whites 
who often reside in small towns and attend economically 
heterogeneous schools, a black child has a much greater 
chance of receiving an inferior education in our society. 
Fourthly, M cM illan consistently asserts that slavery was an
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phenom enon, but of 
course, slavery did not officially 
end until 1865. A nd as historian Eric 
Foner has dem onstrated, the de facto  conditions o f slavery 
were present long after this period.

Finally, M cM illan’s account, like much o f the idiocy 
that is considered political discourse in our society, rests 
upon reductionistic formalizations that allow the most 
ignorant am ong us to engage in a debate that should require 
its participants to at least have a rudim entary knowledge of 
black history. O ne cannot imagine individuals engaging 
in a debate about physics, astronomy, or English literature 
w ithout having done some preparatory work. But w ith 
racism—  the most uninform ed, “proudly wear the badge 
o f ignorance and continuously walk w ith the staff of 
accusation rather than  run  w ith arm or o f accountability”.

without a fight and I know that your magazine has the 
the fire I need. I must use discretion because a lawsuit 
is pending. Please help me to raise awareness....they 
pretend this isn’t an issue.

[ S tu d e n ts  n a m e  w i th h e ld  b y  req u est]
C S I  S tu d e n t

RE: CRITICAL M A S S

DEAR THIRD RAIL,
I really enjoy reading your material and I thought of 

writing to you due to an issue that I think the campus 
is hiding. I was assaulted on campus over parking 
and received stitches. CSI has so many disputes over 
parking every day and something must be done. They 
provide, I mean, charge us for parking passes and do 
not provide enough parking spaces. I have a black 
eye and stitches over a spot for class. I won’t go down

DEAR THIRD RAIL,
Bikes! I was so happy when, 

last year as I was wandering 
around, CSI campus looking 
for a friend of mine who was 
a student at the time, I came 
across your magazine. It makes 
me rest a little easier at night to 
know that there are other socially 
and politically conscious Staten Islanders around.

Solidarity!
Joe

http://www.ThirdRailMag.com
mailto:mail@ThirdRailMag.com
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