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POVERTY FOR THE WORKERS, 
WELFARE FOR THE BOSSES 

by Roy Rollin 
CAPITALIST POLITICIANS ARE rightly renowned for their failing to keep cam-

paign promises made to those foolish enough to vote for them. That is except for 

promises made to those of their constituents whose Wealth, rather than their votes, 

makes both Democratic and Republican party politicians dance to the tune they whistle. 

So while more workers than bosses wil l undoubtedly go to the polls come election day, 

one can be sure that it will be the latter rather than the former who wins...no matter 

which candidate loses. Or to put it another way, no matter which one of capitalism's 

candidates wins this November, working people wil l once again lose. 

TAKE BILL CLINTON. Unfortunately most working class voters d id in 1992 and 

probably wil l do so again this year. Four years ago candidate Clinton promised to "end 

welfare as we know it." However what he clearly had in m ind was aid for the poor and 

needy and certainly not handouts to the rich and greedy. Thus Clinton had little trouble 

ending even the m i n imum level of income support that welfare provided for the 

desperate and the destitude. At the same time his administration continues to dole out 

over $85 bill ion a year for a plethora of programs offering price supports and marketing 

and research aid for big business in addit ion to the $167 billion spent on corporate tax 

breaks. N o w on paper both welfare recipients and multi-millionaires have but one vote 

a piece...indeed they are theoretically equals when they step into the voting booth. 

However in reality it would seem that the votes of the few weigh far more heavily than 

those of the many under what passes for "democracy" in capitalist America. 

The bi-partisan bill signed by Clinton this August completely eliminates the A id to • 

Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) program, whichguaranteed cash assistance 

for poor children, threatening to plunge an additional 1 mil l ion children into poverty. 

According to the Urban Institute, almost half of the current welfare recipients wil l be 

disqualified from the rolls. In addition the new law wil l adversely effect nearly all of the 

26 mil l ion people who currently receive food stamps, half of whom already have some 

kind of job, so that 14 mill ion people wil l have to make do with less food according to 

the Children's Defense Fund. The bill also denies benefits to most immigrants, includ-

ing those who are "legally" in this country. Nonetheless, Clinton, who came to Wash-

ington promising "change," trumpeted "tms bill as a real step forward for our country, 

our values and for people who are on welfare." Only this wasn't the k ind of "change" 

the millions of workers whose votes carried h im to victory over George Bush had in 

mind. 

Likewise when Clinton promised to "put people first," the "people" he had in m ind 

were clearly not America's workers, but rather America's rulers amongst the corporate 

elite, whom Clinton and his cronies on the Democratic Leadership Council had sold 

their souls to long before the final results were in. So while Clinton barely lifted a finger 

onbehalf of healm-care reform or striker replacement legislation, the White House went 

all out for the boss-backed NAFTA and GATT trade agreements which only further 

worsened the job drain and put even more pressure on the already declining wages of 

American workers. In its first two years, NAFTA cost American workers 1,000,000 jobs. 

Small wonder that even the New York Times could write that " in almost every instance, 

he took the route favored by Wal l Street, business executives and conventional econo-

mists." 

FOUR YEARS AFTER putt ing a Democrat in the White House, workers find that their 

l iving standards have p lummeted even further and faster under the Clinton administra-

tion than they did under previous Republican regimes while profits have, in turn, 

increased just as quickly. Indeed the latter is but a direct result of the former. By not 

taking any action to stop the flow of layoffs, plant closings or runaway shops, since all 

are key elements contributing to the rise in profits, Clinton and the Democrats (who 

controlled Congress prior to 1994), no less than Gingrich, Dole and the rest of the 

Republicans bear direct responsibility for the this sorry state of affairs. 

Sorry, that is, for the great majority of Americans who have to work for a living and 

now find themselves working more and more hours for less and less pay, i.e., working 

more and living less. 40% of all workers have suffered a 20% or more decline in their 
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U.S. Imperialism Bombs Iraq...4ga/i7 
By Shaista Husain 
"Over the past five years, these Kurds 

have been the comerstor\e of our humani-

tariari relief effort." Glyn Davies, State 

Departmei\t spokesman, armounced after 

the U.S. bombarded cruise missiles into 

Iraq September 3, 4 in their typical "hu-

manitarian" way. The Iraqi supported 

Kurdish faction. The Kurdish Democratic 

Party, led by Barzaru took the city of 

Sulaymaniyah, and triggered the depar-

ture of hundreds of new refugees fleeing 

to the border of Iran. This latest develop-

ment between factional in-fighting be-

tween the Kurds is a good excuse as well 

as a conveniently timed one to justify the 

further policing of the region by oil hun-

gry U.S. The raids on Tuesday and 

Wednesday morning destroyed Iraqi air 

defences in Southern Iraq, clearing the 

way for U.S., British and French aircraft to 

control an extended 110 km no fly zone 

which reaches to Baghdad's suburbs. 

However, US control of Southern Iraq has 

nothing to do with the defending the poor 

Kurds but with the "endangered" oil re-

sources south of Iraq's border i.e. Kuwait. 

Ironically the region where the Kurdish 

factional warring occurred, Sulaymaniyah, 

does not fall under the humanitarian "no 

fly zone." Nor has the U.S. offered any 

help to the Kurd refugees. In addition, the 

U.S. has been sending agents and buying 

out other Kurdish factions to further pro-

pel Iraq into a Balkanized region of fratri-

cide. Divide and rule has always been the 

name of the game. 

The U.S. does not need any reso-

lution by the U.N. to "legitimate" its so 

called humane actions in the Gulf to pro-

tect the world from that great threatening 

monster Saddam (pronounced Sodom to 

evoke biblical vengeance). Surely Clinton's 

tough stance will earn him a few more 

patriotic votes from right wingers who 

must have constant reinforcement that the 

US is head policeman of the world. 

Another irony is that this month 

the U.N. had been plarming to allow Iraq 

to sell some of its oil in order to buy food 

and medicine for its malnourished and 

This latest development 
between factional in-
fighting between the 

kums is a good excuse as 
well as a conveniently 
timed one to justify the 
fiirth^ policing of the 

region by oil hungry UA 

sick population. Now that will be delayed. 

Who is paying for this whole catastrophe? 

The iimocent people of Iraq. They do not 

see the U.S. as their saviour against a ty-

rant, but only for what it truly is - a multi 

billion dollar military machine intent on 

controlling and colonizing the Gulf for the 

sake of its natural resources and subject-

ing the population to its own selfish ends. 

The U.S. has killed more Iraqis directly 

than any claims made by the western me-

dia about Saddam Hussein's plot against 
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his own people; 100,000 plus d u ^ g the 

Gulf War and hundreds of thousands af-

ter due to the cruel embargo that has re-

duced Iraq to a starving, warring nation. 

Another missile attack that broke all Inter-

national sovereignty laws reinforces the 

U.S. as the greatest imperialistic, militaris-

tic and fasdstic nation on earth today. 

Long live democracy, the great American 

humanitarian Clinton has saved the poor 

Kurds from the great villain that the U.S. 

put in power - Saddam Hussein. What an 

allegory of good over evil- its too "surgi-

cally precise" just like the precise bomb-

ing of irtnocent Iraqi civilians. 

Stop the Bombing! 

Self-determination & the struggle over the Mideast 
By Brian Becker 
What really provoked the Clinton ad-

ministration to order B-52 bombers and 

U.S. warships to launch the 44 cruise mis-

siles that crashed into Iraq Sept. 3 and 4? 

Both Bill Chnton and his Republican 

^residential challenger Bob Dole would 

\ave you believe that the U.S. government 

was so concerned about the treatment of a 

minority people in far-away Iraq that they 

ordered the bombing. Is that even slightly 

believable? The U.S. government going to 

war to fight racism in Iraq? Wasn't it just 

four years ago that thousands of U.S. troops 

were sent to suppress the rebellion of Af-

rican American and Mexican people in 

Los Angeles who rose up in rage after the 

acquittal of the racist police officers who 

beat Rodney King so unmercifully? 

Doing their best to appear sincere, how-

ever, the news media here keep dishing 

out this nonsense about Washington's con-

cern for the Kurds. "The U.S. seeks to 

protect the Kurdish minority in northern 

Iraq. The U.S. must make Saddam pay the 

price." And so on. 

Never mind that Iraq moved troops into 

territory that the whole world recogruzes 

to be part of Iraq. According to this argu-

ment, the sovereign country of Iraq should 

be bombed by a foreign power for the 

crime of having invaded itself-and at the 

invitation of one of the two largest Kurdish 

organizations, no less. 

You wouldn't know it from the slavish 

U.S. media, but almost the entire world 

opposed this U.S. bombing of Iraq. The 

Arab League, representing all the Arab 

countries, condemned it. Only the heavy 

hand of the police in Pakistan prevented 

big crowds from sacking and burning the 

U.S. embassy in Islamabad. 

It wasn't much better in the United Na-

tions. In order to avoid a certain veto, 

England-U.S. imperialism's faithful side-

kick and junior partner-was forced to with-

draw its resolution condemning Iraq. 

Putting the U.S* Bombing of Iraq in Historic Context 

News coverage was not just superficial. 

It was part of a deliberate propaganda 

blitz. The aim is to keep whipping up fear 

and anger among people in the United 

States against Saddam Hussein-along with 

the leaders in Iran, Libya, Yemen, Algeria. 

After all, each year $50 billion in U.S. taxes 

maintain warplanes, aircraft carriers and 

thousands of troops in the Persian Gylf. 

What really lies beneath the new bombing 

of Iraq is a nearly century-old struggle 

over who will control the vast natural re-

sources in the Middle East. At stake is oil. 

And, most of all, who will control the oil 

profits. Who will dominate this region? 

Will the Arab nations and Iran exercise 

any leverage? Or will a handful of giant oil 

monopolies and Western banks-backed by 

the military machines of the Uruted States, 

Britain and France-destroy every govern-

ment to emerge from the bourgeois-demo-

cratic revolutions that swept through the 

region in the 1950s and 1960s? 

The Sykes-Picot treaty 
Eighty years ago, in the middle of World 

War I, representatives of the goverrunents 

of Britain, France and czarist Russia met. 

They signed a top-secret treaty. With the 

Sykes-Picot Treaty, these three imperialist 

powers agreed to secretly carve up the 

land and resources of the Arab, Iranian 

and Kurdish peoples. 

Iraq, Palestine and Jordan were to be-

come the property of Britain. Britain al-

ready controlled Egypt and the Suez Canal. 

Lebanon and Syria went to France. The 

millions of Kurds were to be divided into 

autonomous regions administered by Brit-

ish political officers. 

In 1921, under the terms of the Sykes-

Picot Treaty, the British Colonial Office 

proceeded to create a separate entity called 

Kuwait under British control. As the Brit-

ish did with Hong Kong in China, Sir 

Percy Cox of the colorual office drew a 

border separating Kuwait from the Basra 

province of Iraq. This blocked Iraq's ac-

cess to the Persian Gulf. Were the mass of 

working people in the area consulted about 

these agreements? No. They were to be 

the colonial slaves. No one, in fact, would 

have ever learned of the criminal Sykes-

Picot conspiracy-except for the fact that 

the czar of Russia was overthrown by a 

popular revolution, which eventually re-

sulted in the 1917 socialist revolution led 

by Lenin and the Bolsheviks. Lenin and 

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 

discovered the secret treaty and renounced 

it before the entire world. Although the 

Bolsheviks exposed the Sykes-Picot plot to 

carve up and exploit the Middle East, the 

plan went ahead anyway. Minus Russia. 

The division 

of the Middle 

East by Britain, 

France and 

later the United 

States was not 

a regional acci-

dent. In 1884, at 

the Conference of Berlin, the imperialists 

had already carved up all of Africa for 

themselves. On the whole of the vast con-

tinent of Africa orUy Ethiopia retained its 

independent status. 

By the end of the 19th century the same 

process led to the total subjugation of the 

Chinese people. England, Germany, Hol-

land and the other Western imperialists 

divided China into what they called 

spheres of influence. Latin America, too, 

had been divided among the colonialists-

first by Spain and Portugal, later the United 

States jumped in. 

The first World War, between 1914-1918, 

was a war among the various imperialist 

powers. They fought to redivide the world 

The division of the Middle East by 
Britain, France and later the 

United States was not a regional 
accident. 

and its markets. It ended in the defeat of 

Germany and the liquidation of the Otto-

man Empire. It also presented the Uiuted 

States with the biggest single opportunity 

to emerge as a world power. 

By the end of World War II, the United 

States had grown to be the most powerful 

imperialist state. It joined Britain and 

France as the premier arbiter over the 

Middle East region. Oil had been discov-

ered. By 1960, half of all overseas U.S. 

corporate profit came from Middle East oil 

fields. 

Anti-imperialist revolutions 
What is the great historic change that 

has taken place in the Middle East since 

the Sykes-Picot Treaty was signed? The 

difference isn't inside die imperialist camp. 

Not a day goes by without some new ma-

neuver, or some new military or economic 

initiative by Wash-

ington, Paris or Lon-

don. Their goal is 

exactly the same as 

it was when they 

carved up the region 

80 years ago. 

But the M i dd l e 

East has been changed forever-by a great 

political development among the op-

pressed masses of people. Anti imperialist 

revolutions rocked the region after World 

War II. 

More than a million Algerians gave their 

lives between 1954 and 1962 to drive out 

the French. Hundreds of thousands of Ira-

nians died to drive out the U.S.-backed 

shah in 1979. Thousands of Iraqis and 

Egyptians became martyrs in the struggle 

to topple British-backed monarchies in the 

1950s. Revolutions raged in Yemen, in 

Libya. And of course the Palestinian resis 

Continued on next page 



Iraqi Attack Exposes 
Safe Haven Fraud 

No to all US intervention! 
CLINTON'S BOMBING of Iraq has once 

again shown the bankruptcy and hypoc-

risy of US policy in the region. Although it 

is portrayed as a response to Saddam 

Hussein's seizure in temporary alliance 

with Massoud Barzani's Kurdish Demo-

cratic Party - of Irbil, this attack is mainly 

for US domestic purposes. 

At the height of me US election cam-

paign, Clinton carmot afford to appear 

weak in the face of such a provocation by 

arch-enemy Saddam. As we go to press, 

the first reports are coming in of the inevi-

table civilian casualties. It also appears 

that Iraqi troops were already withdraw-

ing from Irbil before the US altack was 

launched. But none of this matters to 

Clinton, who is wil l ing to slaughter as 

I many foreigners as necessary in order to 

be re-elected. It is not clear if he intends to 

continue with the attack, though this is 

unlikely to involve the use of ground 

troops, with resulting US casualties. 

As usijal, the British government, which 

offered the use of its bases in Diego Garcia, 

is the most slavish supporter of US action. 

Socialists in Britain must be ready to re-

spond to any British intervention, includ-

ing possible military action. 

The Iraqi hijackers currently on remand 

in Britain had all tried 

imsuccessfully to apply for asylum in 

several countries. The hijack was a desper-

ate attempt to escape Saddam's brutality 

and f ind a safe haven in the West. They 

should immediately be freed and granted 

asylum. Other western alhes have been 

more sceptical, with Spain opposing the 

attack and Germany expressing doubts. 

The Arab League has also condemned 

the attack. There has not yet been any 

publ ic response from Turkey, which un-

der its new Islamic government has been 

hinting at a realignment in its foreign policy 

towards the Arab world and away from 

the West. 

The latest developments once again 

demonstrate the emptiness of the l ^ ' s 

'safe havens' policy. In Irbil, which was 

supposed to be just such a 'safe haven', 

dozens of Iraqi dissidents have apparently 

been murdered by Saddam's 

Republican Guards. Saddam's attack is 

only the latest in a series of 

military interventions by Turkey, Iran 

and Iraq against Kurdish guerillas operat-

ing from the 'safe haven'. Iran - in alliance 

wi th Jalal Talabani's Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan - is reported to have occupied a 

large part of the zone. 

Last year when Turkey invaded the area 

as part of its v idous campaign against the 

Kurdish People's Party the West stood 

aside.These interventions are no surprise 

to those who have argued that 'safe ha-

vens' are a fraud. In both Bosnia and 

Kurdistan, they were designed to ensure 

stability for imperialism, not to protect 

victims of aggression, and certainly not to 

ensure self-determination. 

In Bosnia, 'safe havens' were the alter-

native to arming those fighting for a multi-

national and united Bosnia. Massacre in 

Srebrenica was the result. 

The Kurdish 'safe haven' was a way of 

denying the legitimate demand for an in-

dependent Kurdish state. This demand 

has been resisted by the West since the 

1920's, when Britain bombed and gassed 

Kurdish guerillas in order to establish the 

present Iraqi state. 

Factional and clan f i t t i n g between vari-

ous Kurdish groups has assisted preda-

tory neighbours in their fight against 

Kurdish self-determination. A Kurdish 

state cannot be achieved in alliance with 

the reactionary cmd bloodthirsty regimes 

in Iraq, Iran and Turkey. 

...the struggle over the Mideast 
Con tinned from Page 2, 

tance to U.S.-backed Israeli occupation 

took on truly revolutionary momentum 

by the m id 1960s. 

The development of anti-imperialist con-

sciousness became a major obstacle for 

Washington and its predatory partners. 

Yet the Arab and Iranian revolutions con-

differs markedly from the Leninist ap-

proach. Socialism builds genuine solidar-

ity against the imperialist enemy based 

first and foremost on recognizing the fun-

damental right of nationally oppressed 

people to self-determination. In the case 

of the oppressed Kurdish people in north-

Puffingthe U,S, Bombing of Iraq in Historic Context 

tained a gigantic contradiction that con-

tinues to hamper the struggle for libera-

tion. 

These revolutions were unable to achieve 

a transition to the socialist revolution-one 

that overturns the basic relations of prop-

erty between the working class and peas-

ants on one side, and the bourgeoisie on 

the other. What emerged instead of social-

ism was Ba'thism in Iraq and Syria, and 

variants of bourgeois nationalism in the 

other states. Merely nationalizing the oil 

industry, progressive as this may be as a 

stand against imperialist domination, does 

not in and of itself lay the basis for social-

ism. Ba'thism carried out progressive re-

forms. But it retained the bourgeoisie as 

the ruling class. This not only leads to 

gross i nequa l i t y . I n l i gh t of the 

bourgeoisie's international connections 

wi th imperialism it leads the country back 

onto the road of foreign dominat ion. 

Saddam Hussein and the ruling group in 

Iraq are a classic example of Ba'thism in 

power. The regime straddles the fence 

between the workers and peasants on the 

one hand, and the bourgeoisie. In its fight 

to be independent against imperialism it 

leans on the workers for support. But it is 

constantly under pressure from bourgeois 

forces to go in the other direction. 

The national question 

The oppression of national minorities is 

a characteristic feature of bourgeois pres-

sure. The bourgeoisie looks at the lands of 

oppressed people as "our property." This 

ern Iraq it must be recognized that since 

the 1991 outbreak of the Gulf war, U.S. and 

British imperialism have cynically manipu-

lated the Kurdish people's legitimate de-

sire to exercise their r igh t to 

self-determination. 

Washington tried to use the Kurdish 

nation as a staging area to oppress the 

Iraqi people. It brazenly told the sovereign 

Iraqi government that no Iraqi plane could 

fly in this oil-rich region of Iraq. It sent the 

CIA with fistfuls of dollars to manipulate 

the various Kurdish organizations. Then 

one of the ma in Kurdish groups, the 

Kurdistan Democratic Party, broke out of 

the current U.S. arrangement and allied 

itself with the central government in Iraq. 

This is what provoked the new round of 

U.S. cruise missile attacks on Iraq. 

No one should be fooled by the corpo-

rate-owned m'edia. The imperialists have 

always opposed genuine freedom for the 

Kurds. ]^ght now the U.S. government 

and NATO are avidly supporting the Turk-

ish government's murderous bomb ing 

campaign against pro-socialist Kurds who 

have taken refuge in northern Iraq. The 

anti-imperialist revolution in the Midd le 

East is still very much alive in the peoples' 

consciousness. It awaits a new and deci-

sive phase. 

Unless it overturns the foundations of 

bourgeois class rule, self-determination 

alone, independence alone will be inad-

equate to liberate the people from the 

never-ending encroachments of imperial-

ism. ^ m 

WHAT, AGAIN?? Another Bombing on Iraq? 
by Marco Sainte 

You know, it seems that America just 

brown 

there 

growing resentment and a need 

I to send the inhabitants there to napalm 

I heaven. Many have given various reasons 

why Saddam Hussain and his cohorts are 

scum: they are tyrants, dictators, anti 

Christ's, they use American solders as 

shields, etc. However, I feel there are other 

reasons that the American government 

has decided to turn the middle east into a 

target, reasons which might make me hated 

for saying them, but hey, they have to be 

said. 

There has always been some type of 

apprehensive feelings toward the Middle 

East a m o n g the Amer i c an ci t izens, 

particualy the middle class, who inciden-

tally happen to be the most influenced 

group of people to ever dwell in America. 

It really started climbing during the Iran 

Contra situation. Since they have been 

under the light they have been disguised 

as the bad guys in the movies like the 

russians were a few yars ago. They are 

shown as a bunch of freedom suppressing, 

terrorist loving, missile launching b u n m 

of people. It is a pretty bad image to have 

on a people, but then again a few funda-

mentalists d id help to add to that stereo-

type. 

But I 'm degressing. The point is that 

America in general really doesn't have 

much sympathy for Hussain. The govern-

ment doesn't either, but what the public at 

large doesn't know is that the good ole' 

boys in charge put that image in the masses 

minds so that the people would support 

them when America starts blowing tnings 

up over there. The government cries out 

It's all iiboiif business... iiiaiii rcnsoii wlnj 
Bill Clinton is still ^oiii^ to be president 

this November; he's a businessman. 

that they are fighting for oppressed people, 

when in actuality it's all about money. 

You see, America has had a taste of 

Midd le Eastern money, and now they're 

hooked. Iraq and many of the other na-

tions have been 

benefiting from 

a go l d m i ne ; 

namely oil wells. 

O i l is very much 

needed in indus-

t r i a l i zed na-

tions, so needless to say the Middle Eastern 

rulers are beyond rich. America had 

wanted to grab as much of the land that 

they could grab to add to the land they 

already owned. Wi th Kuwait the door 

was opened wide. Now America is telling 

Hussain, by bombardment, what to do in 

his own nation. I f s the police man role 

once again, but i f s a crooked police man, 

sort of like the cop who busts u p a drug 

ring just so he can get a piece of the action. 

This is not a moral issue here. If it was, 

then America wou ld have never given 

Iraq the weapons that they are now fight-

ing against. I f s all about business, and 

that is the main reason why Bill Clinton is 

still going to be president this November; 

he's a businessman. He knows the collat-

eral to be had in Iraq, and being the politi-

cian that he is, he also knows what strings 

to pul l on the American public to gain 

sympathy, you know like "We'l l get those 

terrorists!" and all that rhetoric. So almost 

everyone agrees and get's mad, acting on 

their emotions, which is precisely the way 

that the powers that be want things, for it's 

very easy to control a person by their emo-

tions. They don't use their brains and 

really analyze the situation, and so the 

Goverrunent gets away with it once again. 

Let us not forget the fact that this is aiv 

election year. O h wait, everyone knows 

that. People all over have been stating that 

this is just another ploy to get some extra 

votes. But 

lef 's think 

a b o u t 

s o m e -

thing for a 

moment . 

C l i n t o n 

doesn't really need a publicity stunt 

like this to get extra votes. He's already 

got the presidency in the bag, with Bob 

Dole running his campain like a Bartles 

and James commecia l (thanks to 

Christoper Caldwell of the New York 

Press for that description!). Clinton's 

ahead in the polls. What people don't 

see is that bombing Iraq was not an 

oppertune p low to help w in the elec-

t ion , b u t the elect ion was an 

oppertune time to bomb Iraq. Tliink 

about it. The worst anyone not 

annylizing the situation wou ld say 

about the motives is "Ah, he's just 

playing another election trick." It's the 

perfect cover. 

So it looks like the first agenda on the 

presidenf s list for this new term is to b low 

u p Saddam Hussain's land and gear up 

the "Nintendo pilots" for action once again, 

but let me drop something on you. I may 

be wrong about this, but I think that the 

"wily dictator" has something up his sleeve 

to make this little conflict more interest-

ing. I mean, where do you think all those 

nuclear weapons that were being secreily 

manufactured in Korea to be sold were 

going? 
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Defend Immigrant Workers Against Racist 
Capitalist Attacks 

This Article is taken from ''Workers 
Voice" newspaper. 

Riverside, Calif., Apr i l 1 — The cops 

vk^ere caught on video, do ing their 

routine brutal beating once again. The 

immigran t v^orkers w^ho were vict imized 

by the Riverside County sheriffs were un-

armed and were not resisting arrest. 

The brutality of the police and the capi-

talist state against the most 

oppressed sectors of the work ing class 

knows no borders or limits. As in the case 

of Rodney King, Apri l 's savage attack on 

two immigrant workers by Riverside sher-

iffs represents only the t ip of the iceberg. 

Hundreds if not thousands of immigrant 

workers have been killed by racist U.S. 

police and INS agents as they tried to enter 

the country. 

It has been reported that over 1,000 bod-

ies of immigrants have been found in the 

R io G rande river between Texas and 

Mexico in the last five years. These work-

ers were either drowned or killed by the 

INS or the police as they struggled to cross 

the river looking for a job. 

Dozens of workers at the California bor-

der are chased and beaten or murdered by 

the cops or INS. Some are killed by cars on 

the freeway as they try to escape these 

racist murderers. The only crime of these 

workers is that in order to get a job, they 

need to escape the depressed economy of 

Mexico and come to the U.S. 

Anti-immigrant repression worsens 
Congress is hard at work on laws de-

signed to impose massive repression on 

immigrant workers, so as to guarantee 

that those w h o avoid deportation wi l l live 

under terror and near-slavery conditions. 

Their purpose is to maximize the profit of 

U.S. capitalists. 

The Senate has passed a proposed anti-

immigrant bill, S-1664, which is similar to 

California's Proposition 187, bu t includes 

many other repressive measures funded 

wi th federal money. Once signed into law, 

this bil l and other similar legislation wi l l 

expand nat ionwide the attacks instituted 

by Prop. 187. Like Prop. 187, S-1664 wou l d 

deny imm ig ran t s m a n y government-

funded services, inc luding health care and 

welfare benefits. The legislation a^acks 

both documented and undocumented im-

m ig ran t s . For examp le , i n d e c i d i n g 

whether documented immigrants are eli-

gible for welfare, the government wou l d 

count the income of their "sponsors," i.e., 

their family and friends w h o signed pa-

pers so that they^could enter the country. 

Mllitarizatioij of the border 
In addi t ion to the derual of basic ben-

efits, S-1664 doubles the number of INS 

agents at the border. Both S-1664 and the 

parallel House bill wou l d allocate about 

5,000 more Border Patrol cops. The bill 

also provides funds for a 14-mile triple 

fence at the California 

border. Thus, the border wi l l become 

fully militarized, and many more immi-

grants workers wi l l be murdered by the 

INS and the cops as they try to enter the 

U.S. to f ind jobs. If they managed to escape 

the beefed-up military-style police at the 

border, they could be caught by the 1,200 

new regular INS agents that S-1664 wants 

to fund in addit ion to the increased Border 

Patrol. S-1664 also provides for harsh 

sentences — u p to 15 years in p r i son—fo r 

immigrants w h o try to avoid deportation 

by using fake papers, and for those w h o 

provide them. It also increases punish-

ment for those w h o assist immigrants to 

come to the U.S. and stay. 

Mass imprisonment 
To facilitate the p lanned mass repres-

sion of immigrants, the legislation orders 

the INS to increase its detention space to at 

least 9,000 beds — a 66 percent increase! 

The bill also starts a pilot program to use 

closed mil itary bases as detention centers. 

In other words, the capitalist state wi l l 

transform military bases into mass pris-

ons that are likely to bear a striking resem-

blance to concentration camps. 

As a result, there wi l l be more racist 

mistreatment and abuse. The lune 18,1995 

uprising in a privatized detention center 

for immigrants in Elizabeth, N e w Jersey, 

wh ich even the INS admitted later was 

caused by abusive and irOiumane treat-

ment, testifies to the increasingly unbear-

able condit ions in special pr isons for 

immigrants. 

The truth is that immigrant workers are 

expendable in the eyes of the racist politi-

cians and their agents of repression. The 

capitalists make Siem work like animals, 

xmder super-exploitatiVe condit ions with-

out basic h u m a n rights. A n d when the 

capitalists no longer need them, they lock 

them u p and abuse them unt i l they are 

deported, treating them like animals w h o 

have lost their usefulness. 

Other rights to be curtailed S-1664 and 

its House parallel also propose pilot pro-

grams to develop a national computer 

system to verify the legal status of any 

worker w h o applies for a job. This racist 

big-brother computerized system could ' 

be used later to flag anyone to w h o m the 

capitalists and their state wan t to deny a 

job or benefits, and to track d o w n and 

oppress any opponent of the system. 

The current racist attacks and chauvinist dnti-
immigrant Hysteria are not aimed at diverting 

all undocumented immigrants,*. 
The final version of the pend ing anti-

immigrant bi l l wi l l not emerge unt i l after 

the Senate and the House have worked 

out the differences between their two ver-

sions. But there are only a few significant 

differences. The House bi l l proposes to 

al low the states to deny children of un-

documented immigrants the right to a 

publ ic education. 

The Senate has not gone that far— for 

now. The House version also makes it far 

more difficult to get political asylum. At 

present, those who ask for political asy-

l um have the right to a hearing. Under the 

House bill, if an asylum seeker tries to 

enter the U.S. wi thout papers, the INS 

agents at the airport can deny the asylum 

claim on the spot and send the person 

immediately back to the firing squad, tor-

ture, or persecution from wh ich he /she 

was trying to flee. 

Effect of anti-terrorist bill 
Even if the final bill does not contain the 

asylum limits, this "concession" wi l l have 

httle practical effect. The recent anti-ter-

rorist bill, which has already become law, 

already permits the government to deport 

any immigrant that it does not like politi-

cally. 

The anti-terrorist law gives the govern-

ment the right to deport any immigrant 

w h o m the government claims is connected 

to a "terrorist" organization based on se-

cret evidence which the immigrant and 

his or her lawyer wil l not have the right to 

review. 

This kangaroo court procedure denies 

basic democratic due process rights to 

immigrants. It is designed to give the gov-

ernment the ability to deport any immi-

grant whose politics it does not like, 

wi thout having to prove anything to the 

public. 

Democrats are not "friends" of 
immigrants 

Many reformist immigrant organiza-

tions are trying to fight anti-immigrant 

laws and repression by appeal ing to the 

Democratic Party. Immigrant workers and 

their aUies must reject this approach. 

laws and repression. S-1664received nearly 

unan imous support in the Senate, wi th 

only three no votes. 

Cl inton, the presidential choice of most 

reformist immigrant organizations, advo-

cates the anti-iirunigrant bill, and will-

ingly signed the anti-terrorist law. Senator 

Edward Kennedy, a so-called liberal w h o 

"cares" about h u m a n rights, said in refer-

ence to S-1664 that "This legislation . . . I 

believe wi l l be effective in stemming the. 

tide of illegals." 

L i ke conserva-

t ive Repub l i cans , 

l iberal Democrats 

support the creep-

i n g d i c t a t o r sh i p 

against immigrant 

workers because this terror campaign is 

good for capitalists, enabl ing them to 

superexploit these workers more easily. 

The only way out for immigrant work-

ers and non-immigrant workers is to break 

fully wi th the capitalist parties and bu i ld 

together a mil i tant workers' party that can 

fight the" source of these increasingly re-

pressive laws — the capitalist system. 

Behind the current attacks 
The current racist attacks and chauvin-

ist anti-immigrant hysteria are not a imed 

at deport ing all undocumen ted immi-

grants. I n truth, the capitalists need immi-

grant workers to max imize their profits. 

The international capitalist crisis, and 

the increasing competit ion between the 

ma i n capitalist countries, demand greater 

... Ill truth, the capitnlists need iunuigraut 
workers to nuixiiuizc their profits. 

superexploitation domestically. The truth 

is that the anti-immigrant repression is 

designed not only to keep inunigrant work-

ers out of the country, bu t also to terrorize 

them. By depriv ing immigrant workers of 

basic rights and mak ing it easier to deport 

or jail them, these laws int imidate those 

immigrants w h o d o manage to stay i n the 

U.S. in to accepting near ly slave-labor 

working conditions and wages. This per-

mits the capitalist bosses to maximize their 

profits. 

Workers suffer, employers profit 
Recent reports describe attempts to crack 

d o w n on employers w h o use undocu-

mented workers as a joke (San Francisco 

Chronicle, March 18, 1996). The INS's 

token "enforcement" efforts do nothing to 

discourage the h ir ing of undocumented 

workers. The small fines pa id by a few 

companies are noth ing compared to the 

profit that they make from the super-ex-

The Democrats support antt-immigrant 

ploitation of these workers. 

Indeed, the ability of U.S. employers to 

hire immigrant workers under conditions 

and wages almost as low as i n Mexico 

gives certain sectors of the capitalists an 

advantage i n g loba l compet i t ion. The 

superexploitation of immigrant workers 

goes hand w i th h and wi th downsiz ing, 

union-busting and other attacks on work-

ers' standard of l iv ing as a strategy to 

maximize the bosses' profits. 

A new kind of slavery 
In some cases U.S. capitalists have been 

able to achieve virtual slavery, all the bet-

ter to increase profits. Take the case of the 

Thai immigrants w h o were kept as slaves 

for years by a garment company in South-

e m California. 

These workers were never al lowed to 

leave the facilities. They were forced to 

live in appal l ing conditions and work 17 

hours a day for about $1.70 an hour. For 

over a year the INS knew gbout it, bu t d id 

not raid the factory. 

After rumors began to spread, the INS 

and the government were forced to act. 

But evfen then, the bosses w h o had en-

slaved the workers were not even charged 

wi th k idnap ing ! 

Workers beware! 
The capitalists are wag ing a campaign 

to dramatically lower the standard of liv-

ing of all U.S. workers, and to destroy 

workers' organizat ions through uiuon-

busting. They have been so successfiil that 

by now all the w ings of the bourgeoisie, 

inc luding the liberal Democrats, feel con-

fident enough to attack workers' demo-

cratic rights, start ing w i t h imm ig ran t 

workers, w h o are the most vulnerable. 

The new anti-immigrant and anti-ter-

ror is t l a w s are no t 

a imed only at immi-

grant workers or left-

w i n g i m m i g r a n t 

groups. They can be 

^ used to repress any 

group or person that wants to fight capi-

talist oppression. A n organization that has 

foreign workers in it, or is associated with 

a foreign group, can be targeted under the 

anti-terrorism law. This tactic can be used 

to repress mil i tant trade unions, black or-

ganizations, and other groups struggling 

against exploitation and injustice. 

The ability of the government to deport 

political opponents on the basis of secret 

evidence under the new anti-terrorist law 

represents a devastating attack on the 

democratic rights of the entire working 

class. It must be opposed by mass actions 

such as general strikes, or at least by mas-

sive demonstrations to start with. Other-

wise, if the government sees that there is 

no mass opposit ion against the law, it could 

be expanded for use against non-immi-

grant workers. 

Just say no to chauvinism and racism! 
The capitalists are combin ing attacks on 

immigrant rights w i th appeals to racism 

and chauvin ism by scapegoating immi-

grants for the growing misery and discon-

Continued on page next page 
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...Defend Immigrant Workers 
tent caused by the capitalist system. They 

are lying to the people, telling them that 

immig ran t s take Amer i can jobs. This 

scapegoating has risen to the point of pro-

voking racist violence against immigrants. 

But the truth is that what is forcing 

massive layoffs and "downs iz ing" is the 

anarchy of wor ld capitalism. Immigrant 

workers have noth ing to do with it. Immi-

grants most often take "dir ty" jobs that 

U.S. workers are unwi l l ing to do, such as 

jobs in garment sweatshops. 

The lies about immigrants taking Ameri-

can jobs are deliberate, racist propaganda 

aimed at enabl ing the bosses to pass mea-

sures like Proposit ion 187. They are calcu-

lated attempts to create a 

wedge between immigrant 

workers and the rest of the 

working class. 

Many American work-

ers buy into the propa-

ganda that because they 

are U.S. "cit izens," they 

should have first priority 

for jobs and services. But 

this nationalist patriotism 

is misgu ided to the core. 

The capitalist system at-

tacks every worker. It is an 

international system that 

is responsible for cutting 

budgets a n d l ay ing off 

workers not only in the 

U.S., b u t a lso i n La t i n 

America and other semi-

colonies. 

For mass struggle against creeping 
dictatorship! 

For U.S. workers to succeed in their 

own class struggle, we must break wi th 

U.S.-centered chauvinism. The working 

class should not capitulate to the growing 

Open racism and chauvinism of the capi-

talists. If U.S. workers do not unite wi th 

immigrant workers against our common 

enemy, we wi l l f ind that the capitalists go 

on to use the same repressive measures 

against the rest of the working class. 

As the capitalist crisis intensifies. Con-

gress wi l l enact more repressive laws 

against all workers, immigrant and non-

immigrant . The bosses and their govern-

ment wi l l use layoffs, budget cuts, and 

union-busting to attack workers' wages 

and benefits. They wi l l try to bring work-

ing condit ions d o w n as close as possible to 

those of undocumented workers. 

If U.S. workers are to fight back, they 

must break w i th every vestige of chauvin-

ist attitudes. The defense of immigrant 

workers by U.S. workers is a critical test of 

workers' ability to achieve unity in fight-

ing the bosses. 

BACOF/AYUDA and immigrant defense 
Workers' Voice is part of a San Fran-

cisco-based coalition to defend immigrants 

that was initiated in early 1996 by Accion 

Y Un idad Para el Desamparado Latino 

( A Y U D A ) a nd the Bay Area Coal i t ion 

Oppos ing Fascism (BACOF). The points 

of uni ty of the coalition are: 

Stop the INS raids and police harass-
ment; Stop the deportations; Mobilize to 
abolish PropositionlS7; Defend the rights 
of all immigrants, documented and un-
documented; Mobilize to make the Mis-
sion an INS-free zone; Defeat the 
English-only campaign, Defend bilingual 

In the long run, coalitions to 
defend immigrant workers must 

link the defense of immigrant 
workers with the broad anti-

capitalist struggle. 

education; and organize our neighborhoods 
to defeat the INS, and to stop INS-police 
collaboration against immigrants. 

O n Apr i l 5, 1996, B A C O F / A Y U D A or-

ganized a mil i tant emergency demonstra-

tion after the beating of the immigrant 

workers by Riverside cops in Apri l . 

I n just three days, B A C O F / A Y U D A 

mob i l i zed several hund red immig ran t 

workers w h o marched through the streets 

of the work ing class Mission District in a 

rousing display of anger against the bru-

tality of the police and the INS. The march 

was cheered and applauded by the work-

ers in the neighborhood. 

The coalition also sponsored a benefit 

screening of Alambrista (Wire 

Breaker), a fi lm about the life of an im-

migrant worker who comes to the U.S. and 

is arrested and deported by the INS. The 

event attracted 300 immigrant workers and 

their children. It was a mov ing cultural/ 

political experience for the day-laborers in 

the communi ty , who identified wi th the 

struggles of the movie's charismatic cen-

tral character. 

The Alambrista benefit also provided 

an opportuni ty for political discussion on 

what we need to do to defend the day-

laborers and the workers in the neighbor-

hood against the increasing racist brutality 

and attacks by the bosses and their INS 

and police agents. 

The movie was fol-

l o w e d t w o weeks 

later, on May 11, by a 

march and rally in 

de fense of i m m i -

gran ts , led by 

B A C O F / A Y U D A . 

The majority of the 

peop le w h o spoke 

dur ing the rally were 

immigrant workers. 

Fear of INS attacks, 

however, prevented 

m a n y i m m i g r a n t s 

f r om j o i n i n g the 

ma r ch . B A C O F / 

A Y U D A is work ing 

hard to bui ld an im-

m i g r a n t de fense 

movement led by im-

migrants workers with deep roots in the 

communi ty . This is the only way to over-

come such fear. 

Through these kinds of events, the or-

ganizations behind B A C O F / A Y U D A are 

rooting themselves in the most oppressed 

sectors of the working class. This is un-

usual, because it is a departure from the 

routine of bu i ld ing united fronts based on 

activists from the left and the un ion bu-

reaucracy. 

But we still have a long way to go. To 

succeed, the B A C O F / A Y U D A coalition 

must recruit immigrant workers to be-

come the principal organizers in the com-

muni ty . This means a political struggle 

and education to make thishappen. 

In the long run, coalitions to defend 

immigrant workers must link the defense 

of immigrant workers wi th the broad anti-

capitalist struggle. But U.S. workers first 

have to take responsibility for overcoming 

chauvinism, and get actively involved in 

defending immigrant workers. On l y this 

way is it possible to achieve much- needed 

imi ty between immigrant workers and 

their "gr ingo" brothers and sisters. 

...Immigration 
and Imperialism 
...Conintued from Back Page 

both by the profit hungry policies of US 

imperialism and its junior partners in west-

ern Europe and japan. 

"So what can ordinary American people do?" 
First, they must defend immigrant work-

ers from the anti-immigrant, anti-human 

policies of the US government. This in-

cludes the fight fight to repeal all anti-

immigrant legislation being adopted by 

the US government like a) Proposition 187 

of California, which seeks amongst other 

things to deprive children of so-called "il-

legal" immigrants of education, b) "Wel-

fare Reform', which has as its centerpiece 

the deprivation of legal residents from 

access to welfare. The fight to defend im-

migrant workers from unfair discrimina-

tion by the government is an issue of basic 

democratic rights and is inextricably tied 

to the defense of the civil rights and living 

c ond i t i o n s of A m e r i c a n workers , 

Ghettoizing immigrants allows them to be 

manipulated by the bosses and the gov-

The fight to defend 
immigran t workers from 

unfair discriminatioii is an 
issue of basic democratic 
rights and is tied to the 

defense of the civil rights of 
American workers. 

ernment as a means of push ing d o w n the 

general level of wages and as a means of 

weakening, through racism and national 

chauvanism, the solidarity of the working 

class as a whole. The fight must extend 

beyond also the borders of the US to the 

prevention of imperialist aggression both 

military and economic around the world. 

It is the American workers, particularly 

those that are organized in unions, who by 

refusing to go along with imperialist policy, 

can bring it to a dead halt. 

"How can this be done?" 
As Malcolm X said, "by any means nec-

essary". Mass actions, in particular indus-

trial strikes and great rallies are the best 

tools but all pressure made to bear on the 

politicians of both imperial ist political 

parties is useful. The bu i ld ing of an inde-

pendent working class party, that champi-

ons the rights of all workers irregardless of 

national origin, race or any other division 

is instrumental both as a political space 

wi th in which workers can discuss their 

problems free of the control of the bosses 

and as a tool with which workers can 

change State policy. 

Staten Island Cops Target Taxi Drivers 
by V imuk th i Jayadeva 

Taxi drivers in St.George, Stapleton and West Brighton are under attack by the 

Staten Island police. Four, five, six tickets at a t ime amoun t i ng to hundreds of dollars 

are regularly given out to cabbies. Towards the end of the month when cops have to 

fill their assigned quotas for tickets Issued, the taxi r amp of the SI ferry is a dangerous 

place for cabbies. Cops wou l d wait beh ind 

walls after the new stop signs were placed 

to snag any cabbies w h o had not seen the 

new signs. The cops pu l l over cabbies with-

out ever offering any explanation why . If 

asked why , the cops are almost surprised 

that anyone dare question them. The tick-

ets issued extend from the unjust to the 

absurd, from "dirty license plates" to "fail-

ing to signal a turn" when one was dr iv ing 

straight. The cops act wi th impun i ty feel-

ing confident that the largely immigrant - M i dd l e Eastern, South Asian, African -

The cops act with impunity feeling confident that the largely 
immigrant - Middle Eastern, South Asian, African - drivers 

are the least politically organized and therefore the most 
vulnerable to gross violations of their rights. In addition to 

their non-existent political power... 

duty. Staten Islands so-called "finest" - cops - are right u p there wi th criminals in w h o 

a cabby has to look out for. I n fact the average driver wou ld suffer economic losses much 

greater at the hands of the cops than of petty criminals in the course of the year. For a 

cabby w h o drives 70-80 hours /week and brings home $400/week how fair is it, how 

h u m a n is it to issue this hardwork ing per-

son $500 or $600 in tickets. A l l this points to 

is a police department that is out of control, 

d runk wi th tneir power and driven by the 

racist, xenophobic policies enacted by the 

Whi te House d o w n to City and Borough 

Hall . However the decent work ing people 

of Staten Island must recognize this gross 

injustice that is taking place in their midst 

and take action to bring it to a stop. 

^ Organized labor on Staten Island par-

ticularly the Amalgamated Transit Un i on led by Larry Hanley must have a policy to 

drivers are the least politically organized and therefore the most vulnerable to gross engage the informal transit system of car services and independent operators that due 

violations of their rights. In addit ion to their non-existent political power, they are also to th 

amongst the hardest work ing segment of the Si's work ing class, wi th workdays 

averaging 12 hours and the work week usually 6 or 7 days. The task that they perform 

of mov ing the residents of the North Shore to their destinations is invaluable. W i t h the 

sorry state of publ ic transportation, severely undermined by budget cuts, the "car 

services" and the "gypsy cabs" perform a vital publ ic service. In addit ion to the long 

hours and-the low pay, cabbies are often robbed, beaten and even killed in the line of 

to the attacks on the budgets of publ ic transit have been playing a greater role in mov ing 

Staten Islanders to their places of work, recreation and homes. W e at the College Voice 

feel the most logical approach for the ATU towards the informal sector shou ld be one 

of prov id ing organization and support. This should take the form of help ing to un ion ize 

this sector and defending the drivers against police harassment. Bus drivers meanwhi le 

wi l l benefit from the support of the cabbies in case of a strike instead of being used as 

scabs. 
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WELFARE RECIPIENTS ORGANIZE 
AGAINST 

"WORKFARE" EXPLOITATION 
at a 30-year low. The bottom 20% of the 

workforce have seen real wages decline 

by 23% in the last 20 years while the next-

to-bottom 20% have lost 21% of their real 

purchasing; power. 

Welfare "reform," by forcing more 

people to work for less money (or noncash 

benefits) at fewer jobs, will put even mi>re 

downward pressure on all wages. Thus 

the lowest 30'/'() of wage earners can expect 

a 13''o reductit)n in income thanks to this 

legislation. Meanwhile the first 5 months 

ol saw layoffs totalling more than 

230,000, up 34% from 1995. An indepen-

dent analysis by a Wall Street firm showed 

that the total number of layoffs in june 

was the highest on record ever. Yet Clinttin 

continues to assure American workers that 

this "is a lime of real progress and real 

opportun i ty for America 's working-

people" Perhaps what he had in mind 

was his increasing the m i n i m u m 

wage...after doing nothing 

about it during the two 

years that the Democrats 

controlled Congress. Not 

that working people caii 

support themselve^^ let 

alone their families^ on 

$5.15 an hour' 

IN FACT, THE past two 

decades have seen both 

bosses parties lake turns in 

further fleecing the poor in 

order to furtner fill the 

pockets of the rich so that 

the income0f the top 20% 
rose 2S".., from 1977 to 1992. 

One long-time Democratic 

partv stalwart called the 

process " idle greatest red is-

tribution of wealth upward 

since betore the Great De-

pression.'' Both promise to 

do moreot the same no 

matter who occupies the 

Oval Office next year, for 

as Clintoti stated recently, 

"we havetwo parties com-

mitted U) reducing the defi-

cit." Thus Clinton, after 

s igning a Repub l i can 

backed bill-to slash $16.4 

billion frontsthe budget in 

July of 199% hailed "the 

budget-cutting in this bill 

(as) the kind W' thing we 

should be doii\g...how we 

should work together" and 

in his 1996 Sfat« of the 

Union addre.ss he 

"compliment(ed) ftte Re-

publicans for the ertergy 

and determination tl*vy 

have brought to this task." 

Bob Dole returned thecom--, 

p l iment , c ommend i ng 

"President Clinton (for) sign(in) the Dole 

welfare bill." Commenting on thissymbi-

otic relationship. The Nation maga^sijie 

wrote that "Bill Clinton and much of 

Democratic Party have made the Republi-

cans' dream...to dismantle the social safety 

net...a reality." Indeed, Clinton has signed 

cuts amounting to half the bidget of the 

federal government, including the elimi-

nation of over 200,000 government jobs; 

far larger than anything Reagan or Bush 

dared propose when they held office. 

C f̂ course cutting spending on social 

scrx'ices while increasing the amount spent 

on repression go hand in hand. And liere 

too tlie Democrats are co-opting the Re-

publicans' rhetoric, endorsing an expan-

sion of the federal tleath pi-nalty to 58 

more ofenses, limiting death-row appeals 

anil s[")ending millions more on prison 

constructi(.)n and thousands mi>re cops. 

This earned them the endorsement of the 

I'laternal Order of Police, the same outfit 

clamouring for the death of Mumia Abu 

jamal. At the same time as the Democratic 

Party platform proclaims that "the era of 

big government is over," Clinton pushes 

bill after bill, which while supposedly di-

rected against "crime" or "terrorism," in 

reality aim at increasing the amount of 

government intervention into the lives of 

ordinary Americans, i.e., curtailing basic 

civil rights guaranteed by the Constitu-

tion. But with Clinton pushing more and 

people into poverty, more police and pris-

ons are obviously on the order of the day 

since manv of these driven to desperation 

will obviously turn to either crime...or 

revolt. 

If the Democrats Are virtually indistin-

guishable from their Republican "rivals" 

on every domestic issue, the same holds 

just as true on foreign policy. Both sup-

ported the Helms-Burton Bill against 

Cuba, and the (conservative Republican) 

D'Amato-(liberal Democrat) Kennedy Act 

against trade with Iran and Libya. Both 

September 19th, 1996 

On July 2, fifty people met in a church in 

Brooklyn. Most of them were welfare re-

cipients who were participating the new 

"workfarc" program called the Work Ex-

perience Program (WEP). All of them were 

unhappy. They talked about their experi-

ences as WEP workers: cleaning the parks, 

sweeping the streets, and performing me-

nial task in city agencies. Some talked 

about how the long hours they worked 

had forced them to drop out of literacy 

classes, GED programs, or even CUNY. 

Some talked about doing dangerous work, 

^ pesticides or cleaning 

a s b e s t o s , " ^ r n ^ l t l ^ ^ r safety training or 

even respirators. O i i e ^ i ^ ^ told how he 

was a former city w o r k e r ^ ^ ^ h a d re-

cently been downsized, then s e i ^ ^ ^ ^ t o 

his old agency as a WEP worker t o ^ ^ ^ 

form almost the same job, but this time for 

free. All of them talked about wanting to 

find a real job that paid a salary, and agreed 

M 
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Oaiig of Woinan 
ThI? natjcm'i ftrsl female chain gaitg began wo-rk 

picking up trash imdl pulliitg wttd& in 

Phoenix, 15 women were chamed at 

supported Boris Yeltsin's assault on the 

Russian Parliament as the defense of "de-

mocracy." Both supported invading and 

occupying Haiti a.s well as sending Hai-

tian refugees back to their tormentors. 

Both supported bombing and occupying 

the Baikans, after backing Croatian anci 

Bosnian Mtislim ethnic cleansing...in the 

n a m e of p rese n^ng "nui 11 i -e t li ni ci ty." And 

both supported starvingandbombjn^lracj 

in order to boost oil piolits five ypififs" 

after the ending of the Gulf War, which, 

needless to say, both supported as well. 

Clinton even agreed to accept a "defense" 

budget $7 billion larger than the Pentagon 

had requested in exchange for congres-

sit)nal support for his policy in Bosnia. 

T1 il- Ri;PUBl ICANSI iAVH long made 

no secret of their commitment to uphold-

ing the interests of the ruling rich, all 

claims to "diversity" and "inclusiveness" 

aside. Clinton's "new" Democrats, how-

ever, are no less zealous in openly associ-

Continned On Pngc 7 

that WEP was not helping them. By the 

end of the meeting, a decision was reached 

to form a union of WEP workers to help 

participants fight for their rights. Called 

WEP Workers Together! (WWT!), this ^ 

fort has now grown into a c i t y-w i de ^ ^ ^ 

Under Mayor Guiliani a ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ R e -

publican agenda, ^ ^ ^ ^ p r o g r a m s in 

NYC now including 

I P ^ ^ ^we tmre recipients and expected to 

grow to over 100,000 within two years. 

Participants in the program work for their 

minimal welfare benefits, and receive no 

extra subsidies. According to justifications 

by the City government, WEP is designed 

to help welfare recipients learn job skills 

and find employment. The reality, how-

ever, is far different. 

WEP is not a training program, WEP 

workers work a high number of hours, 

often more than thirty a week, Ninety per-

cent are sent to government agencies such 

as Parks and Sanitation, where they per-

form unskilled labor such as picking up 

trash in the streets and parks and shovel-

ing snow. Those who already have clerical 

skills are assigned to work in office build-

ings. The great majority of workers report 

that they learn no new skills. 

WEP often stands in the way of better 

opportunities for workers. WEP participa-

tion is strictly enforced, and no exemp-

tions, or even flexibility of hours, are given 

to workers who are attending other pro-

grams or classes that could be genuinely 

helpful to them. As a direct result of WEP 

interference, the City University of New 

York has reported that an estimated 5,000 

students have dropped out. This number 

will rise dramatically as WEP rolls increase. 

Thousands more welfare recipients have 

been forced to drop out of literacy, GED, 

ESL, home-care, nursing, and other types 

^ t r a i n i n g . In fact, some of these programs 

^ ^ ^ n g e r accept whole"categories of wel-

fa r ^ ^ i p i en t s because so many are forced 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ to drop out in mid-semes-

WEP workers are treated 

on the job. They have 

l ^ ^ B i^y-ight to vacation time or 

si^^eave, and even work-

ers^r forming dangerous 

' jobs a^e iven no health and 

safety g a i n i n g . Workers 

areregu^ ly "sanctioned", 

or cut o f ^ f welfare for a 

^ , period of n%nths, for often 

minor infreMions, such as 

showing up Mte or staying 

, hoi^e sick fo%T day with-

ClA,' out a note froM a doctor^. 

I WEP does%i t lead to 

the city gover A e n t does 

W ^ not collect officMl data on 

the success ra te® WEP in 

^ B helping people A off wel-

wM fare. However, iSeport by 

New York NewscMy shows 

H thatonly5%ofV#Pwork-

ers per month igove into 

paid employmem as corn-

e a pared to an enSloyment 

wM rate of over lOW for wel-

, fare recipients y o are not 

If WEP is nof fn effective 

e m p l o y m e n t program, 

whyistheci tSovernment 

H expanding m so dramati-

" ' - cally?Thecywerisappar-

' ^ " " ent. In th i^ast 2 years, the 

city h a ^ i o w n s i z e d its 

U i g i H w o r k f ^ p by 17,000 work-

^ / ^ H ^ H ^ ^ I ers, ' l ^ f formerly paid 

P I I ^ - K S ^ B wor ^P now being done by 

u i T ^ d WEP workers. This 

i l P l i x ^ ' ' * ^ ! i^p^niediately obvious on 

||H|M|||M to almost any WEP 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ P v v o r k site, where the paid 

city e m p l ^ ^ supervisor will tell you that 

the s i t ^ ^ ^ d to employ many more paid 

w o r ^ ^ w h o have now been replaced by 

\^^F\vorkers, In fact, there are cases of 

^ ^ v n s i z e d city employees who go on 

welfare and return to their workplace as 

WEP workers. A recent study from the 

University of Massachusetts estimates that 

the massive presence of 30,000 unpaid 

workers in the city labor market will "re-

sult in the displacement of 20,000 other 

workers or the depression of wages by 9% 

for the bottom third of the workforce, or 

some combination of the two." 

WEP Workers Together! is dedicated 

to fighting this exploitation, improv-

ing conditions, and increasing real 

opportunities for WEP workers. Mem-

bership is open to anyone who is a 

WEP worker, or is on Public Assis-

tance. If you would like to join, or 

participate in WWT! activities, please 

contact the Fifth Avenue Committee 

at (718)857-2990. 
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"Lesser Evil" for Workers or Greater Good for Bosses? 
...Continued from pevious page 

living standards^ According to Census 

Bureau statistics, average overall income 

is where it was in 1992...which is about 6% 

lower than the was average in 1988. Labor 

Department figures show that real aver-

age weekly pay continues to fall sharply 

and is ating themselves with the greed is 

good gospel and that what America needs 

today is not a war on poverty but a war on 

the poor themselves. By cutting a few mil-

lion dollars less than the GOP proposes to 

do every once and a while, Cl inton 

ocassionally pretends to "feel the pain" 

and stand up to "extremists" like Gingrich. 

Even Sen. Moynihan was forced to admit, 

"that's what liberalism in this country has 

come to down to," Or as New York Times 

columnist Russell Baker commented, 

"(W)e can only conclude that a "New 

Democrat" is just another Gingrich Re-

publican, except...for lacking the Republi-

cans' philosophical consistency..." 

Indeed, both parties' platforms could 

have been penned by the same set of scribes 

since their only real difference is that the 

GOP's sports more religious rhetoric and 

bible babble due to the presence of all 

those holy rollers from the religious right 

within their ranks. Advisors and consult-

ants like Dick Morris routinely change 

party "allegiences" as frequently as most 

people change their underwear. Thus 

Lester Thurow, an MIT professor and 

Newsweek writer, was forced to ask, "what 

does democracy mean when political par-

ties don ' t have different ideological 

beliefs...Elections come to be seen as the 

replacement of one set of crooks by an-

other set of crooks." Even the Wall Street 

Journal had to note that "White House 

advisors figure that by defining the debate 

in their own terms, they have a chance to 

deny Republicans the opportunity to seize 

the issue(s) and use (them) against the 

president at a later date." Needless to say, 

this is a "debate" that is "defined" by its 

being of, by and for the rich and off-limits 

to working people and their felt needs. 

Small wonder then that the Republican 

House Leader, Dick Armey, could com-

plain that "most of what (Clinton) took 

credit for was ours." 

Thus the new Democrats don't even 

make a pretense of offering any more 

crumbs off the tables of the big business 

banquets they continue to cater to the 

working people who are 

forced to foot the bill for 

them in the first place. As 

if to emphasize that fact, 

Hillary Clinton told an 

interviewer last May that 

"there is no left wing of 

the Clinton White House" 

while top Clinton aide 

George Stephanopoulos 

added that "we had to kill 

the caricature (of liberal-

ism) to save the essentials" 

after Clinton had signed 

the GOP's welfare "re-

form" bill. In other words, 

the "social" liberalism 

ushered in by FDR's "New 

Deal" back in the 1930s is 

now a thing of the past 

and 19th century laissez-

faire liberalism is back, 

under the guise of "free-

ing" the poor from "wel-

fare dependence," even if, 

according to its own au-

thors, the new law is $12 

billion short of the fund-

ing needed to put welfare recipients to 

work. 

DUE TO THE staunch support Clinton 

enjoys within the trade union bureaucracy 

and amongst the middle-class Black and 

feminist organizations, all of whom regu-

larly reign in any and every social struggle 

so as to stay within the good graces of the 

White House, Clinton can take for granted 

the votes of millions of workers and Black 

people since it is assumed that they have 

no place else to go. For in spite of his claims 

to being a "new voice" for labor, AFL-CIO 

chief John Sweeney still sings the same old 

song as his predecessors did, mainly sup-

port for the Democrats no matter much 

they continue to take swipes at working 

peoples living standards and opposition 

to the creation of an independent party of 

the working class, based on the trade 

unions. As James Ridge way, writing in the 

Village Voice, put it Clinton "knows that 

the liberals in the party are totally spine-

less and will swallow hard and vote for 

him rather than leave. He knows they'll 

bitch and moan about his cynicism. But he 

also knows they're just as cynical as he is, 

and after bleating about the poor little 

children, they'll line right up and vote for 

him once more..." 

Having thus written Clinton a blank 

check (in addition to the $35 million that 

the AFL-CIO has already poured into the 

campaign coffers of the Democratic party), 

Sweeney, along 

wi th Patricia 

Ireland of N O W 

and Black 

misleaders like 

Jesse Jackson, 

have all insured 

that Clinton is 

now in a posi-

tion to do anything and everything he 

pleases in order to woo white middle-

class voters back into the Democratic 

fold...no matter how many millions of 

working class lives he ruins along the way. 

By keeping his promise "to end welfare as 

we know it" Clinton only added injury to 

insult insofar as his supporters are con-

cerned. After, if in 1992 then Governor 

Clinton of Arkansas could have a men-

tally ill Black man killed in order to prove 

that he too was "tough on crime," than 

why not kill off welfare in order to prove 

...the iieio Democrats don't 
even make a pretense of 

offering any more crumbs off 
the tables of the big business 

banquets ... 

As Both Bosses' Parties Wage War on the Poor: 
A Working Class Program to Fight Poverty 

by Roy Rollins 
SINCE BOTH BOSSES' parties take their 

marching orders from Wall Street, more 

belt-tightenir\g is the only item on the 

menu for working people regardless of 

who comes out on top this November. 

Instead of fighting poverty. Democrats 

and Republicans will only help to create 

even more of it. For Clinton, Dole and 

Perot all agree that insofar as the majority 

of the population which creates all the 

wealth is concerned, more of less is better. 

They all also agree that for the tiny 

minortity which creates nothing, but takes 

everything, there needs to be even more 

taken...out of the pockets and paychecks 

of the poor. Socialists, on the other hand, 

say enough is enough; the capitalist sys-

tem, not its victims, caused the current 

crisis, so make the bosses take the losses, 

Our program thus calls for; 

• No more layoffs, plant closings, 

"restructuring" I or "downsizing." Repeal 

NAFTA and GATT; unionize the south 

(and south of the border as well) so there's 

no place left for sweatshops to run to,Open 

up the books of the corporations to repre-

sentatives of the trade unions so working 

people can see just where the money is 

and where it goes. If companies can't cut 

the mustard then they should be national-

ized under workers control 

• For full employment at wages work-

ers can live on. Raise the min imum wage 

to at least $12.50 an hour and keep it pegged 

to the cost of living. Reduce working hours 

with no loss in pay (30 hours work for 40 

hours pay ) so that jobs are available to all 

who need them. Rebuild America's cities 

through a massive public works program 

at union wages and under uiiion control. 

• Make the rich pay for it all: Raise taxes 

on corporations, cut them for working 

people and the middle class. Cancel the 

debt and expropriate the banks. Not one 

dime, not one man or women for the Pen-

tagon war budget or for aid for anti-work-

ing class regimes or conter-revolutionary 

cuthroats abroad. No more prisons, police 

or legal lynchings. Abolish the death pen-

alty instead of expanding it. Smash the 

prison-industrial complex: Use the money 

to bui ld hospitals, housing, schools and 

mass public transportation instead. 

• Extend and expand all social services. 

End hunger and homelessness by provid-

ing free quality housing, healthcare and 

higher education and job retrairung with 

state stipends to all who need them. 

• US out of the affairs of other countries 

once and for all. Dismantle all US bases 

around the world. Hands off Cuba, Iraq 

and the Balkans; end the embargo and all 

the sanctions, withdraw all troops. Full 

diplomatic and economic relations with 

Cuba; trade with Cuba means jobs for 

American workers. 

SINCE THE DEMOCRATS and the Re-

publicans are the private playthings of the 

ruling rich, the implementation of any, let 

alone all, of this demands requires that 

working people have their own political 

party, based on their own organizations, 

the trade unions, to fight for it. The newly-

formed Labor Party is a step in the right 

direction but it still has a long way to go. It 

can start by breaking with the Democrats 

altogether and beginning to fight at all 

levels, from the polling place to the picket 

line for the interests and needs of all work-

ing people. 

Obviously the bosses will never accede 

to any demands that threaten their power 

and privileges.. .no matter how many votes 

any party may get. Workers need to make 

and take the power to remake America so 

that the interests of the majority who work 

for a living are addressed. That requires a 

workers government, that democratically 

plans what is produced, how it's produced 

and where and how it's distributed after 

it's produced. That means expropriating, 

ie, taking back, all the wealth the workers, 

who do everything, created and the bosses, 

who do nothing, appropriated. And that's 

what a socialist revolution is all about! 

how tough on the poor now President 

Clinton could be. 

Clinton had previously turned thumbs 

down on other less drastic attempts by the 

Republicans to gut the so-called safety net, 

but with the elections fast approaching he 

clearly sensed an oppor-

tunity to steal Bob Dole's 

thunder and net a few 

more middle class votes 

along the way. All Dole 

could do to get back in the 

limelight was propose yet 

another tax cut for the rich. 

Promising the richest 1% 

of families an average of $25,000 a year in 

tax breaks is hardly as popular a measure 

in the minds of the angry white males they 

both are courting as Clinton's dealing a 

crushing blow to all the "cheats," "free-

loaders" and "foreigners" allegedly mak-

ing a living off of welfare. 

So cynical and callous was Clinton in 

pulling the plug on aid to the homeless 

and hungry that even some of the Demo-

cratic party faithful were forced to slap the 

presidents wrist over it. After, while con-

demning millions of inner city residents to 

destitution and despair may make Clinton 

more popular in the suburbs it's not going 

to make things any easier for Democratic 

party politicians in places like New York, 

with 470,000 adults on welfare, or Detroit 

where 25% of the population is currently 

on the dole. Senator Danie l Patrick 

Moynihan stated that "this is not welfare 

reform, it is welfare repeal" while Rep. 

Charles Rangel proclaimed on the House 

floor that "my president will boldly throw 

one million into poverty." Sen. Patrick 

Leahy pointed out that "the average level 

of food stamp assistance will drop from 80 

cents to 66 cents, one person, per meal. I 

wonder if the ones who wrote this ridicu-

lous formula could feed themselves or their 

children for that amount." 

Come November, however, you can be 

sure that Democrats like Monyihan, Rangel 

and Leahy, not to mention the AFL-ClO's 

John Sweeney, NOW's Patricia Ireland and 

Jesse Jackson, none of whom will ever 

have to worry about "feed(in) themselves 

or their children," will tell workers, blacks 

and poor people to cast their votes in the 

millions for the same Bill Clinton...as the 

"lesser of two evils." In fact. Bill Clinton 

and the Democrats are the greater good 

insofar as the ruling rich are concerned. 

For only a Democrat, who enjoys the sup-

port of the trade union bureaucracy and 

the middle-class Black and feminist outfits 

could get working people to not only swal-

low such bitter pills but thank those who 

shoved it down their throats in the first 

place by asking for more of the same. 

Continued on PageU) 
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EDITORIAL 
In this issue of the College Voice we deal with the bi-partisan gutting of the 

social safety net - "welfare". The so-called "welfare reform" tears up the 
system of federal public assistance for the victims of capitalism forged through 
the calamitous experience of the Great Depression in the 1930's. The US prior 

The destruction of the staiidnni of living of American 

zoorkers is a prime ^oal of the rationale of the US rulers. 

to the 30s had no such comprehensive system of public assistance to protect 
those workers that are unemployed or sick, simply leaving them to the mercy 
of private charity. Indeed this was a major factor in the turning of the crash of 
1929 into a prolonged Great Depression. Clinton and his Republican counter-
parts seem to have completely forgotten the implications of this for the health 
of their system. However, in the process leading up to what will most likely be 
another depression of far deeper and wider scope, millions of workers will be 
plunged into a permanent state of economic depression. Meanwhile the most 
vulnerable such as the very poor and homeless will most likely die with the 
absence of even minimum relief. This barbaric state of affairs domestically is 
mirrored by the barbarism of US imperialism abroad as it once again bombs 
Iraq to protect the interests of multinational oil compaiues in the Gulf. The 
New World Order of the US is becoming clearer by day to millions of people 
form those suffering from US intervention and provocation's in the Balkans, 
to Russians learning about the glories of capitalism on the soup lines, to the 
millions of "Third World" peoples literally dying under enforced policies of 
privatization and free markets. The many thousands who flee the carnage 
caused by US imperialism abroad to take refuge in the US itself are facing racist 
legislation making them second class people upon their arrival in the "land of 
the free". The destruction of the standard of living of American workers is a 
prime goal of the rationale of the US rulers. A vast ocean of cheap and 
malleable labor stretching from the Pacific to the Atlantic is the great dream of 
the tiny handful of capitalists and their representatives in the two parties. We 
have no doubt however that the American working class and its brethren 
abroad will slowly but surely for the sake of its own survival fight this 
onslaught first in defensive struggles but then increasingly as mass political 
conscious movements for the overthrow of this sick, dying, rotten system. The 
struggle continues. Forward to a society of equality and peace, forward to 
socialism. 

The College Voice - UJho UJe Are 

much part of the multi-racM> multi-natiotial working class of New York 
City. The severe attacks that CUNY is facing are mirroiftd by the severe 
attacks oh our jobŝ  our unions and on otur dmiocratic civil rights. -rtob 

We oppose the poisonoias divisions fostered on the basis oi race by the 
bosses who make 11$ fight each other for their crttmbs. , 
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Truth is Relative 
By Alec Caldwell 
I have a few things to say about an 

article in the May issue of the Voice: "Blood-

suckers Die in Plane Crash," by Barry 

Lituchy. Like, have you no respect for the 

dead? Or, what do you base all these 

assumptions on? Here's another: what is 

the other side of the coin? Okay, enough 

questions. H o w about some answers from 

an alternate view.. . for instance, MINE. 

First of all, yes, Ron Brown was a corpo-

rate pig; but so is a substantial part of the 

p opu l a t i o n of the 

world. Yes, he was a 

backstabber; but then, 

most everyone ou t 

there has s tabbed 

someone they know in 

the back (this is NOT 

a confession!) I mean, 

all the man d id was 

use corporate law to 

his own benefit. Just tell me what schmuck 

fights for a b u n A of idiotic laws that just 

make things more complicated when, if 

you know what you're doing, you can take 

advantage of loopholes. Notice I say "if 

you know what you're doing." This means 

that not everyone can use these loopholes, 

due to the f ad that not everyone knows 

how to. This fosters competition and en-

sures a balance of forces. I mean, everyone 

can't be wealthy; the more people make 

money, the more money there is (which 

just goes to prove that physics and logic 

are things that just doesn't apply to the 

monetary system). 

Next, what is all this crap about "We'l l 

be taking jobs away from the Yugoslavian 

construction industry?" The way I see it, if 

and when this war ends, there is going to 

be a lot of work for them rebuilding Yugo-

slavia (and, of course, bui lding all those 

cement bunkers Barry is so fond of). Even 

if foreign powers are taking over (which I 

tend to doubt; only those "there are con-

spiracies everywhere!" bozos truly believe 

tnat), chances are that since corporate rule 

of thumb #1 is "use the cheapest possible," 

they wil l use native resources. What idiot 

is going to fly in workers and material to 

Bosnia from other countries? C'mon, get 

real, guy. Now, about them thar petro-

leum engineering firms, corporate rule of 

thumb #2 is to use the best where possible, 

because it pays off in the long term; if the 

...Ron Brawn was a corporate pig; but $p is 
a substantial part of the population of the 

world. Yes, he was a backstabber; but then, 
most everyone out there has stabbed 

someone they know in the back.. 
Yugoslavian petrol engineers are good, 

they wil l f ind employment because all of 

the successful corporations are capable of 

seeing in the long term and they know that 

the fewer cock-ups there are, the fewer 

things need correcting later on... and that 

means more profit, which is the univer-

sally agreed-upon primary motivation of 

all major corporations. So what are we 

supposed to do now? Take the easy road 

out and let the Yugoslavians just kill each 

other until there's nothing left? Or take 

the hard road and help stop the violence 

and sponsor the rebuilding process for the 

mutual benefit of the corporations A N D 

Yugoslavians. 

Last but not least, there is something 

called "respect for the dead," something 

Mr. Lituchy apparently does not have. 

Sure, corporations arguably have no re-

spect for the (iead, but we should be better 

than them and not stoop to their level, 

shouldn't we? 

To thie Students at City 
College: 

Recently, this particular institution has 

been the target of more budgetary attacks 

than any other part of the CUNY system. 

Last September, City College students 

found that 14 academic programs were 

missing from their curriculum. No one 

really needs to be told how this can hinder 

a student's ability to earn skills to make it 

in today's demanding world. And with 

even more cuts being proposed by Gover-

nor Pataki, any student might wonder if 

he or she is really wanted in college. 

CCNY was one segment of CUNY which 

refused to let this indiscretion go unan-

swered. CCNY students were usually the 

most predominant group in protests and 

anti-budget cut meetings, save for Hunter 

in some instances. They were also the ones 

who seemed to be making the news. One 

example is an incident which took place a 

few days after the March 23 rally last year. 

There was an evening sit-in at CCNY, 

which the Admirustration didn't like very 

much. So they called the cops in, and 

several peaceful protesters were arrested 

for the marge of trespassing. Trespassing 

on property which they paid for. And let's 

not forget the Dav id Suker incident. The 

things they've done to this man are an 

atrocity of the right to an education. 

I had visited C C N Y recently on assign-

ment; actually I came on my own accord, 

for I needed some information on their cut 

attacks and its budget information. While 

there I couldn't help notice the atmosphere 

about the campus, which really impressed 

me, and I began to realize why City Col-

lege was being bashed so; at least, I ^ i n k I 

did. City College has a pro-student aura 

about the whole of the place, an aura which 

is not too pleasing to those political hea-

thens upstate who want a more passive 

victim to hack away at. Almost every-

where I looked, there was something to 

remind me of the fight: NYPIRG, the stu-

dent government (a student activist stu-

dent government!), and the college paper 

were all making their stand. I saw signs 

everywhere; there was one advertising 

the protest on May 8. If we d id that here, 

it wou ld be torn down the next day. There 

was even a socialist displaying various 

writings in front of the school. I mean, I 'm 

not a socialist, but hey, if he's against the 

cuts, then more power to him. CCNY just 

seemed to be full of people who weren't 

going to take this lying down, and I think 

this made them a target. 

Another factor in this situation that 

should be taken into accoimt is the loca-

tion of City College. It's right smack in 

Harlem, the largest concentration of blacks 

inMarOiattan. I don't know, but I 'm a little 

suspicious that this college in Harlem got 

the most cuts We can't ignore the fact ma t 

race and social class are issues here, no 

matter how harsh that sounds, because 

these cuts are slowly depriving the less 

well-off from an education, and I feel that 

this is criminal. 

C U N Y campuses all over should sym-

pathize with what City College is doing, 

and they should also rally u p to join the 

fight. I wrote this little document to try to 

get people to do just that. I also d id this to 

let City College know that they have sup-

port, to let them know that we condone 

whatever reasonable actions they are do-

ing to fight against this outrage, and to let 

them know that we'll join them: we, and 

all the other student activists out there. 

The war isn't over, but we have some very 

good soldiers. 

From all of us here at the Voice, we wish 

you guys the very best. Here's to a better 

CUNY experience. 

sincerely yours, 

Marco Sainte Jr. 

Response to "Truth is 
Relative" 

By Barry Lituchy 
I certainly don t̂ want to come down 

hard on Alec Caldwell, lhave 
received a great many responses from 

people all over the world in regard to thist 
artide (which al$o appeared elsewhere), 
i)nduding a few death threats. So, I can't 
say I mind Alec's response. Although some 
oi ̂ ec's critidsms are muddled, I will do 
the best I can to answer them in a f̂ dr 
manner. , 

As I understand it. Alec makes the argu-
ments: <X ) my article shows 

a lade o( respect for the dead; (2) Ron 
Brown was reaSUy no different than most 
people, just trying to make a living; (3) it's 
OKfortheUSto 

''sponsor the rebuilding process" in 
Bosnia becattse this will be "for the mutual 
bcsnefitoftiKecorporationsandYugoslavs;'' 
and (4) he tries to suggest (quite wrongly 

ite beyond as well), and 
:p has come to expect a 

/oice 

svstem (and 
that this reade 
true alternative viewpoint from the 

talist establishment in this country. As 
oi« sodology professor at Queens College 
told me, "It would be a very sorry situa-
tion indeed il CUNY could not produce a 
journal like the Voice. If s just strange that 
if s based at CSI." The sad fact is that the 
Voice is theonly paper of its kind inCUNY, 
so real alternatives to the daily diet of Hes 
provided by the mainstream media are 
almost non-existent in this "great and free 
democracy" of our$/ including in this 

its so-c l̂ed cultural capital. 
This brings me to the "no respect for the 

dead" charges leveled 
against me by Alec. Well, do I have 

respect for the dead? Please, Alec! Of 
and, inisleadingly) mat his opinions are course, I am horrified to see people die in 
"answers Irom an alternative view." I a plane crash. It is a terrible accident. lam 
wish to disagree completely with all of the sorry to see human suffering anywhere 
above. ' and everywhere. However, I do not and 

Alec writes, "First 
ofaiiRonBrownwas „,this is precisely the cynical and anti-social 
a <»rporai« pig; but . .i i' i-, r 
so is a substanHai view the ruling elites encourage as a way of 
SnofdiewoS" to (alienating young people...Ron Brown was 
my opinion, I think not "like most people" — he was a part of 
ifsverytmfortunate rulincr r//7<?<? 
that you have this mg rULing CiaSS. 
pfoint of viewbecause 
thisis 

way alienating young 
view! 
of ourselves 
people and ruling us all tihie more easily, people in the former Yugoslavia. In fact, I 
As a sodalist and progressive person I find it obscene that Clir 
make a distinctionbetween tihe ruling dass 
and the working class. RonBrownwasnot 
'̂ like most people" — he was a part of the 
ruling class. Rem Brown was a multi-
mitlionaireF government official who was 
tmder investigation continuously for his 
conflict of interest dealings as a lawyer-
lobbyist and politician. He came from an 
eHte backgroimd and did not rise from 
poverty as it was pretended in the media. 
Npr was he anytning resembling a dvil 
rights activist, as was pretended in tiie 
media. He was a sHck criminal in a coat 
and tie who exploited people and who 
worked toperpeikiateexploitationaroimd 
the world. I certainly do not believe iihat 
most people are pigŝ  corporate or other-
wise. From this statement it would seem 
that it is not me but ratiKer Alec who has 
diMain and a lade of respect for his fellow 
human being. Nevertheless/1 wouldn't 
blame Alec for this because I understand 
that this is the way Americans are trained 

ttiiiililiB^^ 
As to ̂ e fourth point mentioned^ noth-

Alec's 
criadsms essentially are warmed over 
opmicm tan the mainstream media. A 

Clinton and the.US 
government organized the state funeral 
fiiey did for this criminal Ron Brown, with 
all of the imperial pomp and drcumstance 
of a totalitarian, fasdst state. And all ^ s 
for a man who was a con artist and a 
criminal exploiter of people in the Balkans! 
This type of state spectacle should have 
worrii^ Alec much more than my seem-
ingly heartless and tasteless remarks. But 
there are times when the truth demands 
that less than dewrous language be used. 
Oddly, Alec doesn't seem to notice that he 
himself uses insulting language. Whafs 
that about Alec? 

Finally, Al^ asks me what do I base my 
assumptions on? I base 

them on the blood and bones of my 
murdered relatives who were brutally ex-
terminated in World Wars 1 and H by the 
German imperialists (in W. W JI they were 
called Nazis and were aided by the 
Croatian iand Bosnian K<Iuslim fascists). 
My fasc^y happens to be from there. My 
relatives i ou^ t and died in these wars. 
Ihesetnduded innocent women and chil-
dren mjirdemi by (Serman, Croatian and 
BosaddbnMiisHm âsdbts whobelleved then, 
as many of them believe todaŷ , that the 

questions the Ba lk^ are a colony of Germany and that 
t$te» and then: Serbs md |ews shoxild be exterminated. 

mott̂ Hpieĉ ŝ  it doesn t̂ stand ttp for the Unfortunately^ I also have relatives who 
buck^o^lles and deceit thai are ̂ hrdwn̂  have been kifled in Bosnia since 1992. In 
on the American people 24 hou]:«i« day, all of these instances, my relatives died to 

days a year. Akc's views jure ê sen̂  be domino 
tiallylhose^theNewVprkStimesandthr I ^ ^ c and Catholic f^dsrn. I'm sorry if 
major media, this iî  not what ̂  College; ydu this. AH I can say is 
Voice is supposed to represent. HodouH' I hdpe your family members don't 

hands of impe-
oice fe read eagerly by graduate stu- rialist butchers and'bloodsuckers in order 

i i i i i i i l l i i l l ^ i i i i i ^ 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
WRITE YOUR OPINION 

AND SUBMIT IT TO THE 
COLLEGE VOICE. 
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Clinton and the Republicans Common Agenda 
Spells Racist Violence By Cops and Klan 

by Vimukthi Jayadeva 
The profoundly mean spirited, hateful, 

blame the victim logic of present capitalist 

State policies such as the attack on social 

welfare, the attack on affirmative action 

and the attack on immigrant rights and the 

rights of women have inspired the police, 

the courts and para-military hate outfits 

like the KKK, the neo-nazis and militias to 

greater and greater acts of brutality against 

the most vulnerable segments of society. 

Firstly, we must unmask and explode 

the logic of the current policies of the capi-

talist State. "Welfare reform" is the great 

crusade of Democrats and Republicans 

alike. The primary goal of "welfare re-

form" and "cutting spending" is "balanc-

ing the budget". 

The primary goal of a "balanced bud-

get" is "economic growth". Of course if 

one listens to the big corporate media i.e. 

Time Warner and Turner Broadcasting, 

this formula is so often repeated that it 

attains the status of "public opinion" or 

the "way things just are", a natural, uni-

versal order handed down from God to 

the earth. Now if we concretely observe 

these policies one understands that this is 

an extremely anti-working class program 

sewn together with the rope of racism, 

sexism and xenophobia. "Welfare reform" 

in the concrete is the del iberate 

immiserization of poor and unemployed 

workers through the elimination or dras-

tic reductions of subsidies for food, hous-

ing, education, health-care for the poor 

and their children. 

However the capitalist "welfare reform" 

does not say a word about the many bil-

lions given to the capitalists e.g. the $50 

''affiniintivc nctio.ii", only sonw 25-35 
years in cxistciicc, is under attack by 

racist capitalist politicians of both 
parties claiming that it is absurdly 

''reverse racism" further attests to the 
still thorou^Jdy racist character of US 

capitalism. 

billion bail out of banks, bond and broker-

age houses investing in the privatization 

of Mexican industry, it says nothing about 

$300 billion spent on military expenditure 

each year, it says nothing about the bribes 

given to corporations to "prevent them 

f rom leav-

i ng " . This 

money and 

the "unprec-

edented prof-

its" for the big 

m o n o p o l y 

capitalists like 

A T T , 

C i t i b a n k , 

Time Warner 

comes f rom 

the redistribu-

tion of tax funds from "aid to mothers with 

dependent children", "school lunches", 

"public education", "foodstamps", etc. 

The "economic growth" does not refer 

to the creation of union-scale jobs for the 

massive overhaul of the decrepit infra-

structure, particularly of the urban centers 

or for the building of affordable housing, 

or for the expansion of health-care to cover 

the millions without any health coverage 

or for a thousand new projects for the 

advancement of the lot of the working 

class and the poor but it refers to the dizzy-

ing enrichment of the already filthy r i ^ 

big capitalists. 

So it is clearly not a question of "no 

money", there is a vast mountain of wealth 

in the capitalist coffers. So how is such a 

anti-worker, rob the poor to fatten the rich 

program, able to be implemented by the 

capitalist State without massive resistance 

from the working class? Racism, sexism, 

xenophobia and the now open and now 

hidden stimulation of the most base, crude, 

rotten features of the human character by 

a vast network of government, media, la-

bor misleaders 

a nd po l i ce / 

courts. Whi te 

workers and 

small business 

owners them-

selves suffer-

ing from rising 

u n e m p l o y -

ment and pov-

erty are given 

a easy channel 

by the capital-

ist politicians to vent their frustration -

"it's the fault of all those minorities and 

immigrants getting handouts". 

The level to which such a big lie, such a 

factual fallacy has become generally ac-

cepted by large segments of particularly 

wriite small owners and white workers is 

the very low level of working class organi-

zation - only 12% of the workforce orga-

nized and that 12% being led by the 

pro-capitalist fakers of the AFL-CIO who 

faithfully carry out the capitalists program 

with at best token resistance. So in the 

midst of billions being pocketed by the big 

capitalists, the white worker and small 

owner is blinded by racism and bigotry, 

unable to see that the impoverishment of 

the black worker only weakens his own 

wages by creating a larger reserve army of 

unemployed and underemployed desper-

ate and will ing to work at low wages and 

often tragically driven literally crazy by 

their suffering. 

Following the logic of "kill thy neigh-

bor" that the capitalists use, public tax 

funds are increasingly directed towards 

expanding and extending the repressive 

apparatus of the capitalist State i.e. more 

police with deadlier guns, with greater 

liberties to "systematically" police whole 

communi t ies of poor and non-white 

people, more jails, harsher sentences, ex-

tension of the death penalty. That 1 / 3 of 

black youth between the ages of 18-25 in 

the US are processed through the criminal 

justice system attests to the grossly racist 

character of the "justice" in capitalist 

America today. That the inadequate but 

utterly necessary measures to reverse the 

institutionalization of racism in the make-

up of US capitalism through 200 years of 

slavery and Jim Crow segregation, referred 

to as "affirmative action", only some 25-35 

years in existence, is under attack by racist 

capitalist politicians of both parties claim-

ing that it is absurdly "reverse racism" 

further attests to the still thoroughly racist 

character of US capitalism. 

The kkk and neo-nazi scum hearing bet-

ter dressed but obvious attacks on minori-

ties by "respectable" capitalist politicians 

are emboldened and crawl out of their 

holes to terrorize, kill and ma im blacks, 

latinos, asians and new immigrants. The 

spate of burn ings of black churches 

throughout the South and also North West 

is a sign of how brazen these fascist bands 

have become under the political climate of 

Clinton and Gingrich's America. 

/ / Lesser Evil 
...Continuedfrom Page 7 
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IF DEMOCRATS and Republicans can't 

be told apart without a scorecard that has 

far more to do with the economic interests 

of the rul ing class than it does with the 

electoral exigencies of any of the candi-

dates concerned, let alone the needs of the 

majority of voters. The latter, afterall, are 

mainly workers and middle class Ameri-

cans, none of whom have expressed any 

great desire to see their own living stan-

dards continue to diminish so that a hand-

ful of corporate magnates can get even 

richer at their expense. However cutting 

costs (i.e., driving down workers wages) 

to make American capitalism more com-

petitive on the world market is the name of 

the game insofar as Wal l Street is con-

cerned and that means taking from the 

poor and giving to the rich. (American 

workers already earn less than half the 

wages and benefits of German workers 

and are below those of Japanese workers 

as well.) 

So in order to make endless austerity 

acceptable and make sure that those on 

top are never blamed for the mess they and 

their system have spawned (just remem-

ber what a stir Pat Buchanan caused when 

he took a few pot shots at corporate greed 

last Spring) scapegoats at the bottom must 

be found for those in the middle and de-

monized to the point where the average 

American thinks that welfare mothers in 

Harlem tenements rather than financial 

swindlers in Wal l Street boardrooms are 

taking the money out of their pockets and 

paychetks and the food off their tables. 

Yet as columnist Bob Herbert wrote, 

"none of this madness is necessary...there 

is no welfare crisis in the United States, 

only welfare hysteria." The bill just signed 

will cut $56 billion on a range of welfare 

programs but this is just a small portion of 

the sum allocated for interest on the na-

tional debt which is close to a third of the 

federal budget. (During the 1980s, Wal l 

Street made an avergae of $300 billion per 

year in interrest payments.) In fact AFDC 

accounts for only 1% of the federal budget 

or $400 per taxpayer whereas the federal 

government spent some $167 bill ion on 

corporate tax breaks, an average of $1400 

per taxpayer. That's not including the $830 

mil l ion used to irrigate land where sur-

plus crops are grown or the $500 mil l ion 

used to promote arms exports or the $300 

mill ion given to the military, which Clinton 

plans to increase by 50% by 2001. The 

much talked about federal deficit was thus 

the result of slashing tax rates on the rich in 

the 1980s from 70% to 28%, while billions 

were spent on the military budget and 

debt servicing. Indeed, corporations paid 

only 21 cents for every dollar paid by 

individuals and one third of the biggest 

corporations, with assets of $250 mil l ion 

or more, paid no federal taxes at all. Mean-

while, taxes on workers and the middle 

class, direct and indirect (sales and prop-

erty taxes) continued to rise^as a result. 

The bottom line is that so-called "wel-

fare reform" has little to do with saving 

"middle-class" taxpayers money, let alone 

"balancing the budget" or bringing the 

federal deficit under control. The latter are 

little more than hyped-up hobby-horses of 

the mainstream media and their politician 

pals, all of whom take their marching or-

ders from the same place. (Indeed, since 

1992, the US government deficit, the small-

est proportionally of the seven largest capi-

talist countries, has, in fact, fallen.) They 

are all designed to provide a rationale for 

brutally slashing spending on social ser-

vices up to and including such supposed 

sacred cows as Social Security and Medi-

care. Thus the Wall Street Journal reports 

that the Democratic Leadership Council is 

n ow joining the G O P in push ing the 

privatizat ion of Social Security whi le 

Clinton's plans to "save" Medicare and 

Medicaid amount to slashing "only" $180 

billion whereas the Republican plan to Cut 

over $220 billion within the next five years.) 

The bottom line is that so-called "welfare 
reform" has Utile to do with saving 
''middle-class" taxpayers money, let organized labor remained 

alone "balancing the budget" or bringing S^j^f 
the federal deficit under control party by way of the trade 

By doing away with any and every gov-

ernment program that benefits working 

people and the poor, both bosses parties 

hope to illegitimate any aspect of state 

intervention in the economy on behalf of 

those that the capitalist system is respon-

. sible for impoverishing to begin with. In 

other words, turn the clock back to the 

days before the "New Deal," when the raw 

deal was the only game in town for work-

ing people. That is the "America" that 

both Bob Dole and Bill Clinton aspire to 

"be the bridge to." 

N O W I N G OF the ruling class ever has 

had any intention of waging a real war on 

poverty. To paraphrase Bob Dole, "that is 

the "America that only the knowing call 

myth." For poverty, i.e., an unequal distri-

bution of wealth, is an integral aspect of 

capitalism, which is based upon inequal-

ity in the production of that wealth to 

begin with. Without such inequality it sim-

ply cannot exist. Welfare, like most of the 

other social programs currently under fire, 

first came into existence in the aftermath 

of the Great Depression in 1935. None of 

this was due to the generosity of FDR's 

New Deal Democrats. Rather, the more far 

sighted representatives of the ruling rich 

feared that American workers, then orga-

nizing into mass industrial unions (the 

CIO) and waging sit-down strikes, many 

of which were led by radicals and revolu-

tionaries, and all of which questioned the 

prerogatives of private property, might 

take the next step and organize themselves 

politically into a class party that con-

sciously challenged capitalism itself. In 

other words, it was a way of killing two 

birds with one stone; containing social 

unrest and coopting the labor movement 

union bureaucracy and its 

"leftist" lieutenants in the 

reformist Communist Party, Both of them, 

to this day, remain staunch supporters of 

the Democrats, swallowing anything and 

everything the White House sees fit to 

force down workers' throats, even if many 

workers themselves recoil at the thought. 

In the 1960's, when America's economy 

was still expanding and US imperialism 

was the uncontested top dog on the world 

market, American bosses were even will-

ing to bring the Black middle class into the 

"consumer society," alongside of the layer 

of skilled white workers that it had al-

ready incorporated in the 1950s. This was 

a way of not orUy co-opting the civil rights 

and Black power movements but increas-

ing the profits of those capitalists catering 

to the domestic market as well. 

However, since the middle seventies, 

American capitalism has found itself floun-

dering in a continuous conjuctural crisis 

that began with the recession of 1974-75 

and continues to this day. So with social 

upheaval apparently a thing of the past, 

social reform become one as well as work-

ers' living standards had to be driven down 

to restore profits. Business Week at the 

time pointed out that "it wil l be a hard pill 

for many Americans to swallow-the idea 

of doing with less so that business can 

have more..." And who better to get work-

ers to swallow that pill than the same 

Democrats who enjoyed the backing of the 

trade union bureaucracy. 

Beginning with the Democratic admin-

istration of J immy Carter, the war on pov-

erty was replaced by the war on the poor 

as whole sectors of industry were dis-

Continued on page? 
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/ / Lesser EviV for Workers or Greater Good for Bosses? 

Only by building a fighting labor party that can 
link up the struggles of all working people on a 

political level can American workers begin to pose 
a real challenge to the ruling class. 

...Continued from previous page 

mantled and relocated to low-wage areas 

in either the south or south of the border in 

some cases. The workers that went with 

them were economically disenfranchised; 

deemed disposable along with the social 

services that previously were necessary to 

maintain them as a workforce. Hence the 

cutbacks in educatiorv housing, health care 

and now welfare. What came to be known 

as corporate downsizing, restructuring and 

now "welfare reform" are but the latest 

links in a chain of endless assaults on 

workers' living standards by a string of 

Democrat ic and Republ ican regimes. 

Throwing millions off of the welfare rolls 

is, at bottom, yet another move to put even 

more downward pressure on wages and 

further divide the different sectors of the 

workforce, already in sharp competition 

with one another, over fewer and lower 

paying jobs. Private employers can now 

make use of low wage "workfare" recipi-

ents to fill 

their em-

p l oymen t 

needs at 

the same 

t ime they 

are subsi-

d i zed by 

the gov-

ernment to do so! Meanwhile union mem-

bership continues to plummet; from 25% 

in 1970 to 16% in 1985 to around 8% today. 

A n d as industry after industry bit the dust, 

the AFL-CIO leadership did nothing for 

fear of offending the same Democratic 

Party politicians implementing the auster-

ity, whom they continued to portray as 

"friends of labor." 

H A V I N G C O N D E M N E D MILL IONS 

more to hunger and homelessness with a 

flick of his pen, Clinton capped off his 

convention coronation by claiming that 

"we've made real progress for working 

families" and that "nope was back." Hope 

for whom? Certainly not for working fami-

lies: median family income is now 5.2% 

lower than it was in 1989 while two mil l ion 

full-time year round workers already live 

in families below the poverty level. In 

spite of record profits and factory orders 

(the former climbed from $201 bill ion in 

1991 to $500 billion in 1995 while business 

income rose by 10% alone last year), more 

Americans than ever are having to make 

do with less while working more to get it 

as real wages continue to drastically de-

cline, 6.3% for male workers and "only" 

1.7% for women workers. Whi le the US 

continues to have the highest G N P in the 

western world, the portion of people whose 

income is less than 50% of the poverty-line 

level is now 40.5% while the poverty rate 

itself increased from 13.1% in 1989 to 14.5% 

in 1994. In spite of being the richest coun-

try in the world, the US now boasts the 

highest levels of child poverty in the west; 

2 to 8 times higher than in Western Europe 

and 50% higher than in Australia and 

Canada. At the same time, preventable 

diseases like tuberculosis and asthma again 

ravage the poor while health care reform 

remains a dead letter. 

Not surprisingly the gap between rich 

and poor has not only widened but accel-

erated during the Clinton administration's 

first two years so that it now rivals many a 

Third World country in most of America's 

big cities. One study reported that "the 

United States is now more unequal than at 

any other point in the last 75 years." The 

earnings of the top 1% of American fami-

lies equals that of the bottom 40% while 

the top 20% have as much income as the 

bottom 80%. Perhaps this what Clinton 

means by making "real progress." Clearly 

if hope is back, it's hope for the bosses for 

whom another four years of Clinton are 

indeed a bridge to an even rosier future. 

With Democrats like Clinton who needs 

Republicans like Dole? Certainly not the 

ruling rich, which by and large is throwing 

in its lot with the Democrats. But for the 

vast majority of Americans, whose "fu-

ture" now consists of hoping to just get by, 

there can be no "lesser evils" any more; 

only the greater good of organizing a party 

of, by and for themselves, based on a pro-

gram that recognizes that reality and seeks 

to do something about it. 

WHATEVER SOCIAL PROGRAMS ex-

isted in the US were won by militant mass 

action, not by relying upon the good graces 

of Democratic Party politicians. And that 

remains the only way to defend them and 

extend them as well. What stands in the 

way of a such a struggle are pro-capitalist 

un ion leaders like Sweeney and Black 

misleaders like Jesse Jackson, who sabo-

tage any and every fight before it begins 

through their ties to the Democrats. For 

when the bosses say cutback, they say 

"share the pain," instead of fightback. As 

if those who inflict the pain in the first 

place have any intention of ever feeling it. 

The struggle to bui ld a real political voice 

for labor thus entails a rank-and-file rebel-

lion against all those pro-Democratic party 

bureaucrats, from Sweeney on down, who 

stifle labor's economic voice by refusing to 

fightback even at that level...because of 

their support to the Democrats. 

This being an election year it should be 

clearer than ever that any struggle around 

economic alternatives to the endless aus-

terity being proposed by both bosses par-

ties entails a real political alternative: a 

labor party, based on the xmions and a 

program of militant class struggle, that 

will fight for the interests of working people 

and not bow to those of Wal l Street. That 

means fighting not just at the ballot box 

but on the battle lines and picket lines of all 

the struggles of the exploited and op-

pressed. And that can't be done by keep-

ing one foot in the door of the Democratic 

party the way the leaders of the newly 

formed Labor Party (formerly Labor Party 

Advocates) hope to do. By soft-pedaling 

the special oppression faced by Black and 

women workers, they write off a sizeable 

portion of the American working class. 

And by avoiding any electoral activity, 

they continue to subordinate the interests 

of the w o r k i n g class to those of 

Clinton...and Sweeney by not challenging 

the Democrats out in the open for their 

anti-labor agenda. They thus miss an ex-

cellent opportunity to bring a working 

class program and perspective to all those 

looking for an alternative to both bosses' 

parties; instead ensuring that they turn 

towards either petty-bourgeois protest 

politics like those of the Greens or Ross 

Perof s right-wing, and thus phony, "popu-

lism," neither of which offers any alterna-

tive to capitalism and its prerogatives. 

In a period when reforms are few and 

far between, a reformist labor party is no 

solution...it becomes part of the problem. 

Only a fighting labor party has the poten-

tial to unite behind it not just the working 

class and the poor, but those sections of the 

middle class hardest hit by the current 

crisis, the so-called angry white males, 

who turned in despair to the likes of a Pat 

Buchanan, and may turn to Perot, because 

the labor leaders offer no alternative out-

side of "lesser evil" Democrats. And as 

millions know now, Clinton, the last "lesser 

evil" they shoved down workers' throats, 

proved to be every bit as evil as George 

Bush. 

THROUGH MILITANT MASS actions, 

French workers last year not only showed 

the world that "politics" need not be con-

fined to electoral charades but what is 

possible when millions of working people 

refuse to accept those parameters to 

begin with and start to take their fate 

into their own hands. Their actions 

also smashed yet another rotten idol of 

contemporary capitalist conventional 

wisdom, that slashing payrolls and 

paychecks is the only game in town. 

And the cuts proposed in France were, 

in fact, far less than anything already 

implemented in the US. America's re-

actionary rulers, on the other hand, 

take it for granted that their two-party 

system, which, in fact means one party 

rule of the rich, by the rich and for the 

rich, wil l allow them to go on swinging the ax 

of austerity for as long as they please. Only by 

bui lding a fighting labor party that can link up 

the struggles of all working people on a politi-

cal level can American workers begin to pose 

a real challenge to the ruling class. Such a 

program begins with a fightback against the 

current round of austerity attacks but must 

end with working people making and taking 

the power for themselves through socialist 

revolution so that the riches and resources 

created by the majority can finally be used to 

benefit that majority and not the minority that 

monopolizes them now. 
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Free PC Lesson 
Learn the Art of PC Troubleshooting. 

Learn a Real Skill to Get a Real Job in 
the Real World. 

"I've known him for years. He's a PC expert. 
He's generous, Helpful. I recommend him." 

-Kassadore Ramkisson 

Call The PC Master at (718) 983-0450 
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Bangladesh: Towards An Islamic State? 
By Vimukthi Jayadeva 
After more than two years of ir\tensified 

mass political actior\ against the; ruling 

government of Prime Minister Zia, she 

was forced to step down at the end of 

March. Begum Khaleda Zia's Bangladesh 

Nationalist Party had been in power since 

the country's first open elections in 15 

years in 1990. The Awami League, the 

main opposition party, had boycotted the 

elect ions of Ma r c h 

1994 and resigned en 

masse f rom Parlia-

ment that December. 

They have been lead-

ing the mass opposi-

t ion to the B e g u m 

regime charging them 

w i t h cor rup t ion . A 

caretaker government 

under former Chief Justice, Habib Rahman 

was sworn in till elections are held within 

90 days for a new government. Under a 

new law passed under pressure from mass 

strikes, the oppositions demand of a neu-

tral caretaker executive to oversee the elec-

tions was granted. 

Elections held in February of this year, 

- boycotted the opposition, signaled the cli-

mactic showdown. The Awami League 

bolstered by the puny 15% turnout for the 

February poll and widespread recogni-

tion of massive vote rigging by the BNP 

declared that opposition forces will not 

allow Parliament to hold session. The two 

key cities, capital cities - Dhaka and port 

city - Chittagong were shut down tight, 

effectively bringing the functioning of the 

whole country to a halt. The army and 

para-military outfits of the government 

were called in to defend the Parliament. 

The military which has been an active 

player in Bangladeshi politics did not in-

tervene as a third force and pledged sup-

port to the new R a h m a n caretaker 

government with the resignation of the 

BNP regime. Thousands are reported to 

have celebrated the overthrow of the Zia 

regime in the streets. Despite the mass 

energy of the people that was unleashed to 

accomplish this task, the interim chief ad-

viser Rahman stated that it was his, "pri-

mary duty to restore law and order", a 

sentiment which was echoed by Awami 

league and BNP alike. 

The weekly magazine. The Economist, 

an important barometer of international 

capitalist opinion, reports on this as if its 

main dynamic is a personal feud between 

Sheik Hasina and Begum Zia. Indeed even 

the venerable Economist falls prey to the 

old bourgeois vice of separating economic 

from politics. These fine gentleman speak 

approvingly, with, of course characteristic 

condescension, of Zia's handling of the 

Bangladeshi economy:". .it is no longer the 

internat ional basket case that Henry 

Kissinger once called it...by deregulating 

trade and industry the government has 

enabled business to push growth to nearly 

5%."(2/24/96) Yet they fully succumb to 

the analytical level of a National Inquirer 

when attempting to explain the crisis of 

the superstructure of State/civil society: 

"Some observers-usually male ones-claim 

that the trouble with Bangladeshi politics 

is that it is run by two women who loathe 

each other."(ibid.) Sheik Hasina, the leader 

of the opposition Awami League, is the 

daughter of Bangladeshs' first prime min-

ister, who was assassinated in 1975. It has 

been reported that Begum Zia's husband, 

a now deceased General, knew in advance 

of the plot to kill Sheik Hasina's father. 

Despite the no doubt ancient and legend-

ary caliber of Hasina's hatred for Zia this 

by itself cannot command into action mil-

lions of Bangladeshi workers and peas-

ants who struck against the goverrunent 

massively and repeatedly till it fell. 

The anti-BNP forces comprised a mot-

ley alliance of parties that hitherto had 

opposed each other on numerous grounds. 

The secular, bourgeois-nationalist Awami 

So callcd "democratic"... like the BNP mid Awmui 
League in Bangladesh offer no alternative to the rapid 
iimniserization... reactionari/ organizations like the 

Jamaat offer what appears at least on surface as a radical 
break with the establishment... 

League, the Islarruc fundamentalist Jamaat-

e-Islami and the right-wing Jatiya party 

were the main forces of the opposition. 

The Jatiya party and its leader Arched 

were forcibly deposed following a mass 

movement led by the Awami League and 

BNP in 1990. Ershad was subsequently 

jailed. In the elections that followed the 

politics is viewed by both parties as an 

important electoral ally in seizing control 

of parliament. Feminist writer, Taslina 

Nasrin, became the object of vicious vit-

riol, death threats and mass actions by 

fundamentalists angered by her novel 

"Lajja" (Shame) which was critical of Is-

lamic fanaticism in Bangladesh in the wake 

of the Ayodhya massacre of Musl ims by 

H indu fanatics in India. The government 

rather than condemning 

the reactionary mullahs le-

g i t im i zed their b lood-

thirsty, misogynist ravings 

by b a n n i n g her book , 

which had sold 60,000 cop-

ies and issuing a warrant 

for her arrest for "outrag-

ing the religious feelings" 

of people in an interview 

she had given The Statesmen. She is pres-

ently in exile. Numerous other attacks 

have been waged with impuruty by funda-

mentalists against journalists and intellec-

tua ls for "UN-Is l am ic " act ivi t ies. 

Newspaper offices have been firebombed, 

writers harassed and even newspapers 

hawkers beaten in a campaign by funda-

BNP aligned itself with the Jamaat in order 

to gamer the necessary votes to form a 

BNP goverrunent. Both the jamaat and the 

Awam i League resigned from the govern-

ment in 1994 the BNP of electoral fraud 

and corrupt practices. In l994GolamAzam 

of the Jamaat faced charges by the Awami 

League amongst others that Azam was 

guilty of war crimes and actions resulting 

in the deaths of many who favored an 

independent Bangladesh in the 1971 war 

of national liberation. Azam's citizenship, 

challenged by his opponents was con-

firmed by a Supreme Court decision in 

June of 1994. 

The rise of Islamic fundamentalism has 

also had a profound impact on Bangladeshi 

politics. Fundamentalist agitation and at-

tacks against women and secular intellec-

tuals has been received by the two major 

secular bourgeois parties, the BNP and 

Awam i League, indeed with conciliation, 

rather than condemnat ion and action 

against these forces. The Jamaat-e-Islami, 

the major expression of fundamentalist 

mentalists to squash any opposition to 

their designs of setting up a Islamic State. 

Indeed the work of secular writers has 

been largely aimed at exposing how the 

Imams falsely translate and mis inte^ret 

Koranic verses to willfully mislead villag-

govemment. The present government in 

its own intention of clinging to power was 

giving indulgence to the Moulavis (cler-

ics)" (Dhaka Courier, 24 June 1994. 

The crisis of Bangladeshi society charac-

ter ized by mass impove r i z a t i o n , 

privatization and the rise of reactionary, 

authoritarian and fascist political tenden-

cies is identical to the crisis afflicting natu-

ral phenomena nor one rooted in some 

essential characteristic of tribe, race, 

ethnicity, or culture but one that has a very 

social, political, class basis. The world-

w i d e in tens i f icat ion of exp lo i t a t ion 

through pohcies of privatization of public 

enterprises, elimination or drastic reduc-

tion in food, medical, educational subsi-

dies has undermined the all ready weak 

States that gained independence form co-

lonialism after WW2. So called "demo-

cratic" i.e. pro-capitalist political parties 

wedded to these policies like the BNP and 

Awami League in Bangladesh offer no 

alternative to the rapid immiserization and 

wholesale destruction of community, cul-

ture and ecology. In their stead reaction-

ary organizatior« like the Jamaat offer what 

appears at least on surface as a radical 

break with the establishment. The fizzling 

out of Stalinist "socialism" as an orga-

nized state power i.e. Soviet Uruon, has 

created a temporary but destructive dis-

orientation of workers and peasants in 

"third world" countries who by and large 

identified the bureaucratized Soviet Union 

as the socialist alternative to capitalism. 

(Left-wing parties of the Stalirust, social 

democratic or petty bourgeois nationalist 

varieties have capitulated in varying de-

grees to the imperialist agenda of "Free 

j markets" and privatization. The Awami 

League, which formed the-first indepen-

dent Bangladeshi government, referred in 

its program to the "bui ld ing of socialism". 

A l l such pretension have been finally 

dropped by the Awami League of the post-

Cold War era. 

The vacuum of proleterian socialist lead-

ership even in its reformist incarnation, 

poses a grave threat to the safety and well 

being of the masses of "third wor ld" work-

ers and peasants. The idea and organiza-

t ion of soc ia l ism - de f i ned by its 

commitment to equality of all irrespective 

of race and religion, to secularism and to 

industrial/cultural modernization on a 

rationally planned basis - provided the 

firmest bulwark against religious funda-

mentalism and ethnic chauvaiusm. Indeed 

reactionary ideology progressesas social-

ist ideology recedes. Bourgoeis parties like 

the Awami League and BNP are not politi-

cally or morally armed to battle the Jamaat 

and other more radical fundamentalists 

which are the offspring of 

and BNP are not politically or morally 
armed to battle the Jamaat and other more 

radical fundamentalists which are the 
offspring of their proAmperialist policies. 

...bourgoeis parties like the Awami League J ^ f pro-imperiaiist pou-

Workers in Bangladesh 

have shown considerable 

combativity in the mass 

strikes and 

demonstrsations to oust 

the BNP. The continuation 

of "more of the same" poli-

tics by the Awami league, no doubt, hold 

the potential for greater class struggles in 

the future. However the key remains the 

creation of an independent working class 

leadership that could rally the peasantry 

and the urban petty bourgeoisie, who form 

the mass base for religious and national 

chauvarusm, behind the banner of social-

ism and secularism. 

ers into supporting their reactionary aims. 

However the goverrunent has bowed to 

the reactionary onslaught bringing legal 

charges against these writers. Ahmed 

Sharip, a former professor of literature at 

Dhaka University, whose residence had 

been firebombed by fundamentalists ex-

plained: "Al l these happenings are occur-

ring. . . w i t h the pro tec t ion of the 

...Sri Lanka 
continued from page 13 
ing an end to the war. With a large percent-

age of G D P devoted to the war against the 

LTTE, the heaUh of the neocolonia l 

economy and Sta.e is bleaker than ever. 

The masses of workers and peasants are 

feeling the debilitating impact of a war 

that has come to dominate every aspect of 

their lives. Bombs, curfews, checkpoints, 

soaring prices for basic foodstuffs, dis-

rupted public services are the lot of the 

Sinhala masse.s. Needless to say, particu-

larly in the North but also the East, the 

Tamil masses suffer most acutely from the 

war happening literally in their own back-

yards. Massive destruction of property and 

human life is a constant for these belea-

guered people. 

Strikes and worker actions erupted after 

the completion of the Army offensive in 

the North. Indeed labor combativity in-

creases in the intervals between major 

military campaigns. For the PA regime 

with its commitment to do its part to up-

hold the imperialist order of free market 

immizerization, the war serves as a conve-

nient safety valve to divert the attention of 

the masses away from their immediate 

problems. A strike by workers in the power 

sector plunged the whole country into 

darkness for several days during the sum-

mer. Although this was purely an eco-

nomic strike, not coordinated with other 

sectors of the working class, such actions 

show the power that the workers have. 

The Sinhala working class in the south in 

particular since it is not directly in the 

theater of the war can bring an end to the 

fratricidal conflict and place a new politi-

cal and social order on the agendia. 
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Sri Lanka: The LTTE Strikes Back! 
By Vimukthi Jayadeva 
In a stunning rebuff of the Sri Lankan 

State's policy to militarily defeat the Lib-

eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and 

impose a "peace plan" from above, the 

LTTE overran a major Sri Lankan Army 

camp in the Eastern Province. At least 1200 

goverrunent soldiers were massacred in a 

well plarmed attack by the LTTE involving 

by some estimates over 4000 cadre. Some 

500 LTTE cadre were also killed in the 

attack. The camp has been subsequently 

abandoned by the Army.. 

The LTTE has been waging a bitter gue-

rilla struggle to create a separate home-

land for the is lands Tami l m inor i ty 

encompassing the Northern and Eastern 

Provinces. In tf\e largest military campaign 

of the war the Army took over the LTTE's 

northern stronghold of 

Jaffna culminating in the end of 1995. 

This came after nearly ten years of de-facto 

control of the Jaffna region by the LTTE, 

considered the cultural center of the Tamils. 

The Peoples Alliance (PA) regime of 

President Chandrika Kumaratunga swept 

into office in 1994 on a wave of anti-war 

sentiment by the islands majority Sinha-

lese masses, sick of the war, sick of the 

death squads of the previous regime and 

of the deteriorating living standards. A 

negotiated solution short of the right to 

secede was not acceptable to the LTTE 

which ended the talks by destroying sev-

eral military targets. The PA then inaugu-

rated the bloodiest chapter of the war, 

with the blessings and armaments of the 

US and European Community, they sought 

to crush the LTTE militarily and woo the 

Tamil masses with promises of develop-

ment aid and regional autonomy. At the 

cost of6-7000 lives on either side A e Army 

managed to dislodge the LTTE from Jaffna 

but not wi thout dislodging the whole 

populat ion of Jaffna, some 500,000 people, 

who were evacuated by the LTTE into the 

jungles of the Varmi to the south. 

Cautious but flush with its victory over 

the LTTE in Jaffna, the PA regime was 

plarming on A e diplomatic front to woo 

the Tamil masses back to Jaffna with prom-

ises of economic aid. O n the military front 

the PA was preparing to flush out the 

Eastern Province of L o E cadre. The East-

ern province was experiencing an increase 

in LTTE attacks after the Jaffna debacle. 

The LTTE meanwhile had shifted its 

base of operations, with the Jaffna Tamils 

The overrunning of the Mullaitivu Army camp 
-took the PA regime and the Army by complete 
surprise and seriously mdertnin^ the idea that 
peace cati be brought about mth^ the'active 

; parttdpati(doftheXTTti -
in tow, to the jungles of the Vaimi. Several 

devastating terrorist actions were carried 

out in the capital city of Colombo includ-

ing the blowing u p of the 30 odd story 

Central Bank bui ld ing and of a densely 

packed commuter train in apparent at-

tempt to incite mob action by Sinhalese 

against the Tamil residents of the city. (It 

was the Black July events in 1983, where 

scores of Tamil residents were killed by 

Sinhalese mobs in Colombo and other in-

tegrated areas in response to the killing of 

13 Sinhalese soldiers in the North, that led 

to the widespread escalation of the civil 

war). However the Sirvhalese masses d id 

not take the bait and were not organized 

clandestinely to do so by the government 

either as it had been in 1983. 

Whi le beefing up security in Colombo 

and the East, die PA regime under the 

tutelage of cabinet minister GL Peiris was 

busy putt ing the finishing touches on a 

"devolut ion" scheme that wou ld trans-

form Sri Lanka from a "Unitary Republic" 

into a "Union of Regions". Confident that 

the LTTE could now be "mopped u p " the 

PA regime was planrung how to sell the 

"devolut ion" scheme to me war weary but 

deeply suspicious Tamil masses whi le 

keeping at bay the opposition of the Sinhala 

chauvinist lobby. The overrurming of the 

Mullait ivu Army camp took the PA re-

gime and the Army by complete surprise 

and seriously undermined the idea that 

peace can be brought about without the 

active participation of the LTTE. 

Several former Tamil guerilla organiza-

tions such as the Eelam Peoples Revolu-

tionary Liberation Front (EPRLF), the 

Peoples Liberation Organization of Tamil 

Eelam (PLOTE), the Eelam Peoples Demo-

cratic Party 

(EPDP) and some 

other smal ler 

groups have been 

brought into the 

PA fold. However 

these groups have 

lost wha teve r 

popular base they 

once had amongst 

the Tamil masses due in part to the LTTE's 

policy of exterminating its rivals and in 

part due to their own corruption. They in 

effect serve as a thin Tamil cover for the 

"devolution" plan of the PA regime. 

Despite wide-ranging powers of au-

tonomy the devolution package falls short 

of the LTTE's max imum demand of a sepa-

rate Tamil State - Eelam- and does not 

even accede to the LTTE's rrunimum de-

mand for a merger of the Northern and 

Eastern Provinces. The Sri Lankan State 

argues that acceding to the merger wou ld 

be tantamount to granting the LTTE its 

demand for a separate state. Another key 

wecikness in the devolution plan from the 

standpoint of tfie LTTE is that the regional 

chief minister can be dismissed by the 

central goverrunent if they "violate the Sri 

LarJcan constitution" or in other words 

take steps towards full sovereignty. For 

Prabhakaran, the leader of the LTTE, this 

still amounts to playing second fiddle to 

the Sinhalese dominated Sri laiikan State. 

This is not a proposition he is wil l ing to 

accept, particularly since the LTTE still 

remains a potent military and political 

force. 

The recent blows to the Sri Lankan mili-

tary in the North and East have erased 

what ostensible progress the PA regime 

has made since assuming office in bring-

continued on page 12 

DEFEND 
THE NSSP! 

On June 1, armed police officers raided 
the headquarters of tne Nava Sama Samaja 
Party, Sn Lankan section of the United 
Secretariat of the Fourth International 
(USec), while the party's Central Commit-
tee was in session: 

The pretext for the raid was the NSSFs 
swpport for the electricity workers" strike, 
which resulted in a four-day blackout. This 
is the second attack on the NSSP in as many 
months. The Sri Lankan police attacked an 
NSSP demonstration on May Day. Sri 
Liankan popular front (Peopie'̂ s Alliance) 
president Chandrika Kumaratunga, said 
she would resort to any means "abort of 
killing" to end the strike. Within hours, 
unidentified gunmen shot at the leader of 
the telecommitnicatiQns union, J.B.P. 
Disisanayaka.*He escaped tinhurt. llie at-
tempts assassination was meant to in-
timidate otiier public sector unions that 
have been sympathetic to the strike. 
Diss^ayaka is mo the leader of anti-
privatization movement in the unions. 

Several leaders of the NSSP have also 
rec f̂ived death threats. And there have 
beenattemptsby pro- government Sinhala 
g m i ^ , including some xiiembers t>f liie 

con-
war effort ̂ amst Tamil separatists^ 

W^orkens'vcttce {U.S.) vehemently a 
demins Ihe terroristic raid on the N ^ F by 
the Sri Lankan government The raid 
against the NSSP exposes the anti-work-
iiig class nature of popular ftottt 
xnents when£aced with wiaarkers'i 
Popular fronts are 
^rkers to the' 

to sha<Me 
^IlihatcaDhot 

are dawn 

Workers and obpressed people niust 
r ^ y to the defense pf the N ^ P and mfli-
tant trade umonisis in Sri Lankat Interna* 
tional workers' ^solidarity is Jcey to the 
building 6i a movement against capital-
ism; , , i--; 

HandsolEftheH^FandthetrMetmions! 

t o a l i t r a d e ^ o n -
to wift^dr fax the Pr^-

tot o£Sri Lanka andcoxidcmnliieatlad^ 
and raidi Hease write or fax: The Fresir 
dent of Sri Lanka^ H.B. Chandrika 
Ku!narati;inga^ FresideMal Smetariat, 
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NAFTA: An Update 
By Kasadore Ramikossoon 
Since the North American Free Trade 

Agreement better known as NAFTA was 

ratified by the international community in 

1991 their have been many economic 

ripples in the countries it affects, particu-

larly in Mexico and Canada where the 

primary a im of the pact is to bolster the US 

multinational economic power by creat-

ing a free trade zone for capitalist exploita-

tion and immiseration of working class 

citizens . NAFTA is only one of the first 

international free trade pacts that imperi-

alist governments use to control markets 

and to enslave developing countries arid 

NAFTA may lead the way to other future 

contracts, that wil l expand the of imperial-

ist forces in the Third world. 

Newspapers and political campaigns 

deliver frequent filtered updates that 

seem to glorify NAFTA's implementa-

tion particularly in the Mexico's eco-

nomic system. The imperialist founders 

of the pact planned to reap huge profits 

from the tremendous market availability 

and by implementing ruthless business 

strategies(that produce enough dollars 

to donate sizable amounts to our elected 

officials) Recently a handful of US and 

Canadian based corporations made pub-

lic their economic progress in Mexico 

through NAFTA's allowances and Aese 

reports vigorous growth. .The success 

these key industrial companies like 

Bechtel Corp., Associated Electrical and 

Tel-Mex, can serve as a markers that ex-

hibit the failure and misery caused by 

companies have exceeded of their pre-

meditated profit and employment 

m a r - gins and ^ . 

US. Multinational companies and the Pentagon 
continues to dominate the "Third world" via 

technology, rigged elections,death squads and slave-
like treatment of innocent working class citizens. 

as a re-

sult workers peas-

ant farmers suffer 

wage cuts and fierce 

cuts i n social services 

such as schools and 

hospitals. Many inves-

tors are deterred from 

sinking money into 

Mexico mainly because 

of unstable political environment. 

Local revolutionary fronts such as the 

Zapatistas are considered as infectious 

Leftist seeds to the Mexican class struc-

ture and also to free trade markets that 

seem to the outside corporations and 

institutions as viruses that need to be 

remedied by the power that 

NAFTA allows the Mexican 

bourgeoisie to exercise. The 

coporate giants also have 

incorporate various pro-

tectionism measures to 

insure that the US 

based corporations 

dominate the various 

fields of technology 

for many decades 

and centuries to 

come such as tele-

communications and 

biotechnology, keys 

that insure mat US 

based corporations 

'' are allowed to exer-

cise their economic 

muscles and control 

health and 

agribusiness in-

^ dustries that the 

'J? working class 

^ families depend 

upon, success-

fu l ly lock ing the poor into endless 

wcles of reliance and poverty. Wi th in 

the NAFTA framework can be found 

many protective measures for property 

rights while workers rights such as job 

environment and safety standards nave 

completely been ignored. Clauses and 

polcies about peasant land ownership is 

constructed to create loopholes to seize 

land for future capitahst business ven-. 

tures. Businesses that shift their produc-

tion line from the US to Mexico wil l 

have added benefit of lax governmental 

environmental and pollution enforce-

ment measures thus the conditions of 

life and health in Mexico will be affected 

into the 21st century. 

The trade agreements proposed by 

NAFTA continues to stifle the rights of 

workers, consumers, and the future gen-

eration of the "Third world" who have 

virtually no vote under NAFTA on trade, 

environmental and workers rights issues. 

US. Multinational companies and the Pen-

" tagon wil l continue to dominate the "Third 

world" via technology, rigged elections 

,death squads and slave- like treatment of 

irmocent working class citizens. In order 

to topple NAFTA's ruthless imperialist 

trade policies Mexican citizens and work-

ers have to form revolutionary vanguard 

parties to lead the class to victory over 

capitalism or suffer the proliferation of 

future treaties that continue to undermine 

the innocent workers and peasants around 

the globe. 
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Despite Elections, Bosnia Remains The "White 
iUian's Burden" 
by Barry Lituchy 
In the months and weeks leading u p to 

the September 14th elections in Bosnia, the 

US and Western media blanketed the pub-

lic with a barrage of feature stories pro-

claiming the upcoming elections to be 

fraudulent long before they ever happened. 

Journalists, one after another, performed a 

ritualistic wringing of the hands, lament-

ing that the elections wou ld never create 

the Bosnia that they had wanted. O n Au-

gust 29th the New York Times lead edito-

rial cried out "Delay Bosnia's Elections!" 

After shedding their crocodile tears, pun-

dits across the country and in other impe-

rialists lands then proceeded to pronounce 

the peoples of Bosnia unfit to hold free and 

fair elections. Not surprisingly, the Is-

lamic regime in Sarajevo also denounced 

the elections in the Serbian half of Bosnia 

as illegitimate months before the elections 

took place and refused in advance to ever 

recognize their results. 

Despite elections, Bosnia remains a mili-

tarily occupied colony, controlled by the 

US dominated N A T O alliance, and part of 

the larger plan by the US and Germany for 

controlling and exploiting the vast eco-

nomic resources of the former Soviet 

Union, Central Asia and the Near East. At 

the end of August it was quietly announced 

that the N A T O occupation of Bosnia would 

be extended through November 1998. The 

military expenses alone for this joint colo-

nial occupation are expected to cost Ameri-

can taxpayers between $3.5 and $4 billion 

a year. And the Serbs remain the principal 

targets of this aggression since the present 

partition of the Balkans specifically in-

volves their division into separate states 

and the denial of real self-rule in their 

territories. 

But no election can ever express the 

democratic aspirations of any people as 

long as they are under the jack-boot of 

foreign military domination. Western jour-

nalists covering the elections consistently 

omitted this "detail" from their reports, 

choosing instead to focus on supposed 

abuses by the three major political parties, 

especially that of the Bosnian Serbs, the 

Serbian Democratic Party. This brazen 

hypocrisy and deceit by the media is de-

signed to justify the continued occupation 

of the region and further military aggres-

sion by the U.S. It reflects a mentality of 

racism and criminal depravity essentially 

no different than that exhibited by slave 

traders in the nineteenth century or Nazi 

concentration camp officers in the twenti-

eth century. The justification for U.S. mili-

tary intervention in Bosnia today is the 

same as that used for slavery and genocide 

in the past, and can be boiled down to the 

old imperialist theory used time and time 

again- that certain peoples are simply in-

ferior, and therefore incapable of govern-

ing themselves. 

Contrary to the media's claim of elec-

tion fraud, which international observers 

present dur ing the elections have rejected, 

it wou ld be very wrong to assume that 

these elections were not legitimate refer-

endums on the k ind of political future 

Serbs, Musl ims and Croats wou ld like to 

see for themselves. For, if these elections 

were not democratic, the fault lay not with 

"autocratic traditions" (a code phrase for 

peoples deemed uncivil ized or inferior by 

racists) among the three ma in Bosnian 

peoples, but rather with US military occu-

pation and gangsterism. In the ^ r b i a n 

half of Bosnia a large number of political 

parties ran candidates, and at least 30% of 

the vote is expected to go to parties other 

than the ruling Serbian Democratic Party. 

This alone represents a degree of demo-

cratic choice in the Serb Republic far ex-

ceeding anything known in the U.S. where 

a monolithic two party system effectively 

rules through a permanent dictatorship. 

The people who d id vote this past week 

in Bosnia, d id so determined that their 

individual and collective voices should 

count for something, even if only for the 

sake ofhistory and nothing else. The Serbs 

in particular are painfully aware that their's 

was not a truly democratic election — not 

because they themselves are undemocratic, 

but because American imperialism pre-

cludes the possibility of true democracy or 

human freedom. Bear in m ind that every-

one in Bosnia remembers the elections of 

1990— also imposed by the U.S. and Euro-

pean imperialists as a means of disman-

t l ing Yugos l av i a a n d recogn i z ing a 

separate Bosnian state — which led di-

rectly to the war. The media wou ld like us 

to forget this little episode, but those who 

lost their loved ones due to this scheme by 

the Western powers wil l never forget it. 

The Serbs were determined this time to 

use their vote to express their defiance 

toward the imperialist aggressors and to 

demand secession from U.S.-Muslim con-

trolled Bosnia. This is really what upset 

the capitalist media the most. Thus, the 

truth about these elections is indeed much 

more complex (and interesting) than what 

was presented in the mainstream media. 

The Spin Doctors' Debate 
To understand the reality behind the 

media coverage of these elections one must 

begin by recognizing thatthere are several 

different realities that need to be consid-

ered in isolation before each can be under-

stood individually. First among these is 

the self- generated reality of the corporate 

media itself, which conflates American 

imperialist propaganda with its coverage 

of world affairs. Secondly, there is the 

reality of US and N A T O foreign policy, 

strategy and tactics which often function 

in apparent contradiction to media propa-

ganda. A n d finally you have the three 

different realities of the peoples involved, 

Serbs, Musl ims and Croats. 

The most immediate reality, though also 

the most confusing for Americans trying 

to understand the situation in Bosnia, is 

the reality of so-called "publ ic opinion" or 

"news," which is manufactured by the 

Dayton did not end the war 
in Bosnia: it merely 

obtained better conditions 
for U.S. imperialism to 

fight it. 
with elections which grant them only lim-

ited self-rule, is the most effective way of 

achieving America's strategic goal of cre-

ating a Bosnian puppet- state that divides 

and rules the peoples of Bosnia through a 

reactionary minority elite (the Bosnian 

Muslims). 

Richard Holbrooke, the megalomaniac 

behind this plan, called it creating "the 

connective tissue" for a Bosnian state. This 

is an ironically apt phrase considering that 

Holbrooke is the deranged Dr. 

Frankenstein behind the fascistic Day-

ton agreement, the blueprint for U.S. colo-

nization of the Balkans. (Could this very 

sick and racist man have invoked this 

metaphor intentionally, discreetly admit-

ting to the world that he sees himself as 

this ghoulish character? We've heard of 

world leaders who idolized Hitler, but to 

idolize Frankenstein? What! Hitler's not 

good enough for you?! One can imagine 

Holbrooke shouting after the elections: " I f s 

alive! It's alive!") 

The other "sp in" on the elections, the 

view that claimed they were fraudulent 

long before they happened and called for 

their postponement, came from hard-line 

critics of Clinton's Bosnia policy who be-

lieved that more aggressive military and 

economic action should have been taken 

against the Serbs (and, it must be noted, 

the Croats as well) before elections were 

held. Generally speaking, the reason why 

this view was so widespread in the media 

was three-fold. The first was to justify and 

prepare the American public for an ex-

tended military intervention in the Balkans 

that wil l go well beyond the one year ini-

tially promised by Clinton. Another factor 

driving this argument was the need by 

1930's Nazifp^cism is melded together into a bizarre new 
reality of American imperialist aggression Mgenocidi 

that goes by the name of "'the Nm World Order/* 

corporate media. The picture they present 

is distorted and complicated by a number 

factors that go beyond the primary one of 

social control through ideological hege-

mony. Since the media relies on the gov-

ernment and on government related 

institutions for its sources and access to 

information, the "spin" or political bias of 

some articles can reflect conflicts between 

different economic, social or institutional 

segments among the ruling elites. 

For example, the debate among some 

journalists and "experts" about whether 

the September 14th elections should have 

been postponed or not reflected policy 

disagreements between Clinton adminis-

tration supporters and Republican and 

other hard- line critics. Neither side dis-

agreed with the policy of continued mili-

tary occupation by the U.S. and N A T O or 

continued pressure on the Serbs to weaken 

their political leadership and replace them 

with pliable clients. The disagreement 

centered around the question of which 

tactics wou ld be most effective for impos-

ing a Mus l im (and therefore U.S. con-

trolled) government over the whole of 

Bosnia, including the Serb and Croat ma-

jority territories (which is at the very least 

70% of Bosnia). The Clinton administra-

tion and its supporters believe, or at least 

have acted upon the belief, that bui lding 

institutions mat impose a unitary state 

over all of the territories and peoples of 

Bosnia, and then legitimizing them quickly 

journalists either to cover u p or provide a 

correction to the false picture that they had 

portrayed earlier of a tolerant, Mus l im led, 

multi-ethnic Bosnia that America had a 

moral duty to defend from Muslim-hating 

Serb nationalists. The old pretext for U.S. 

military intervention in Bosnia had out-

lived its usefulness and needed to be re-

placed by a new one. Stopping the evil 

Serbs was now replaced with the need to 

stop three evil nationalist leaderships that 

could never work together in the first place 

and cannot rule their own people. In such 

ways are new lies always replacing old lies 

in A e corporate media. 

But the logic behind this view also ex-

tends to the argument made by critics of 

the Cl inton administration that the best 

way to guarantee election outcomes in the 

Serb Repubhc that result in support for a 

U.S.-Muslim controlled Bosnian state is t;o 

further weaken or obliterate all opposition 

to U.S. and N A T O authority. The pre-

ferred means put forward for doing this 

inc luded propaganda , mil i tary strikes 

against hard-line Serb forces, bringing the 

Serb leaders to trial, buy ing off and sup-

porting a new hand-picked Bosnian Serb 

leadership, and (what for some journalists 

was most important) undermining the 

resolve and means of the Serbian people 

by maintaining economic sanctions which, 

according to the Dayton agreement, were 

to be lifted once these elections were held. 

This argument was most often expressed 

by the very same people who earlier had 

criticized Clinton's so-called "arms em-

bargo," calling instead for a "lift and strike" 

policy. \^a t these opponents of the so-

called "arms embargo" were really favor-

ing was a more open and aggressive U.S. 

military intervention than me covert one 

Clinton carried out — in other words, a 

good, old fashioned war like Vietnam or 

Iraq, as opposed to the multilateral ap-

proach long favored by Democrats and 

certain financial elites. 

A l though not a small number of the 

people arguing this view were aging 1960's 

New Left-Liberals, like Susan Sontag and 

Christopher Hitchens (who make a very 

good l iving posturing as "the loyal oppo-

sition," sensible radical-democrats who 

want social justice but meanwhile called 

for the destruction of the USSR; criticize 

U.S. foreign policy but were more red, 

white and blue than Nixon, etc.) we should 

not overlook the fact that most were in-

deed Republicans, and that this view is 

consistent wi th Republican foreign policy 

which tends toward a more unilateral ap-

proach toward "defending"-U.S. interests 

abroad. This difference of opinion" was 

also reflected by institutions sent to ir\flu-

ence the political process in Bosnia, such 

as die so-called NGCKs or N o n Govern-

mental Organizations — which contrary 

to dieir charitable sounding name actually 

do receive their financing and their march-

ing orders from the US government—and 

which tend to lean toward either more 

Republ ican or more Democratic policy 

views. For example, a leading N G O that 

called for a postponement of me elections 

and lobbied the media to adopt a more 

hard line view was the International Crisis 

Group. Their opinion was often called 

upon and cited as "expert testimony" by 

journalists arguing for a postponement of 

the elections. Actually, those working for 

this supposedly international humanitar-

ian organization are themselves journal-

ists a n d po l i t i c i ans (e.g.: A n n a 

Husarska,former Senator George Mitchell), 

wi th hard-line, interventionist credentials, 

employed specifically to generate more 

"news stories" about Bosnia of this k ind 

for media consumption. 

Clinton's Poiicy and The U.S. Election 

Meanwhile, the reality of U.S. poUcy in 

the region was much less controversial 

and not very well understood. As men-

tioned earlier, the strategy mapped out by 

the Cl inton administration depended on 

the elections moving ahead on schedule, 

the sooner the better. The U.S. and its 

imperialist allies spent at least another 

bi l l ion dollars just organizing the election 

itself, which was run by 2500 officials from 

the Organization for Security and Coop-

eration in Europe, a political arm of NATO. 

Tens of mil l ions of dollars were given to 

various political parties and officials (e.g.: 

$300,000just to the tiny party led by Arkan). 

There was never any doubt in Washington 

that these elections were going ahead as 

planned. Moreover, having constructed 

this U.S. puppet state in less than a year, 

Cl inton had taken the foreign policy issue 

away from the Republicans in the election 

—someth ing no Democratic president had 

been able to do since F.D.R. The Clinton 

administration was determined to rule 

Bosnia in the meantime through "quiet 

diplomacy," by threatening the Serbs with 

massive military strikes should they do 

anything to disrupt Clinton's re-election 

campaign. The cynical and depraved use 

of nuclear radiated cruise missiles against 

Iraq being a clear example of what Clinton 

wi l l do to those who stand in the way of his 

re-election. Wi th the Bosnian state in op-

eration - - never m ind that it is a-colonial 

government that serves, to use Lenin's 

phrase, as a prison house of peoples — the 

U.S. has control of the strategic high ground 

Continued on Next page 
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BEHIND THE BURNIN' CHURCHES 
/ ; 

It came slowly and quietly at first, like a 

vine climbing a wall. By the time we no-

ticed a pattern there were already dozens 

of victims. The first national news story 

we saw appeared on Jan. 12, 1996. The 

headline read, " 'Unmistakable Terror." 

The story reported that the Tennessee 

church at which football star Reggie White 

was a pastor had been torched. Rev. White, 

defensive end for the Green Bay Packers, 

was "concerned police aren't doing enough 

to solve the crime." 

The church had received a bomb threat 

the previous week. Before the bombing, 

police became aware of a threatening let-

ter circulating through the Knoxville com-

munity written by a group calling itself 

"Skinheads for V^4ute Justice." 

Wi th a congregation of 400, a radio sta-

tion, and a new day care center. Inner City 

Communi ty Church was one of the largest 

churches in the area. The arsonist / terror-

ists used at least 18 "Molotov cocktail" 

firebombs. O n the church walls they wrote 

"kill all niggers" and "white is right." Spe-

cial agent Richard Gamer of the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (B ATF) said 

he was confident that this arson was "not 

related" to the recent unsolved burnings 

of four other black churches in the area. 

Agent Gamer was wrong. In the months 

since this January's news story, reports of 

black church burnings or vandalism have 

become a weekly event. A national survey 

on June 28 found 64 arsons at black 

churches since January 1,1995. 

The study also discovered a frightening 

pattern to this arson epidemic. O f course, 

not all of the burning? were hate crimes. 

Every year, church fires result from van-

dalism, insurance fraud, personal gmdges 

or other motivations. But in addition to 

routine cases, the study found well-de-

fined "arson zones" - regions where black 

church burnings are u p dramatically in 

the last few years. The patterns there clearly 

suggest that these are racist attacks. 

One arson cluster is a 200 mile oval in 

the mid-South that includes parts of Ten-

nessee, Alabama and Mississippi. This 

small area has had 13 black church arsons 

since January 1995, i nc lud ing Reggie 

White's church. 

The other fire zone m n s along 1-95 in 

North and South Carolina. In this area the 

rate of black church arson has tripled since 

1993. There have been over 30 cases since 

then, about one a month. 

KLA>J KONNECTIONS 
Evidence, is now coming to light that 

shows a clear connection between the KKK, 

other white hate groups, ancj|^the church 

burnings. As of July 2, twelve white men 

had been convicted of setting nine fires. 

Several openly admitted their race hate. 

For example, Emest Pierce is an ad-

mired Imperial Wizard in the Ku Klux 

Klan. This 53-year-old farmer was con-

victed of ordering Brim Tackett, 21, to 

torch the Barren River Baptist Church in 

capped black man tl>ey found waiting for 

a bus near a locgj Wal-Mart. The victim 

survived this attack. Since their arrest. Cox 

and Welch have been moved to four dif-

ferent jails because they've been beaten by 

Evidcjicc is now coming to li^^ht tJint shows a dear 
cojincction bcfwcoi the KKK, other white hnte groups, ivni 

the ehureh burnings. 

Bowling Green, Ky.. Pierce was report-

edly upset by the pastor's anti-Klan com-

ments. Pierce got a four year sentence; 

Tackett, nine years. 

In South Carolina, Tim Welch and Gary 

Cox attended KKK meetings together. 

Tney're now in jail awaiting trial on diarges 

of torching two churches. The Mt. Z ion 

African Methodist Church was burglar-

ized, set ablaze and destroyed. Two nights 

later the same t h i n g h a p p e n e d to 

Macedonia Baptist Church in Bloomville. 

Welch was carrying a BGan membership 

card in his wallet when sheriff's deputies 

arrested him. In the trailer where Cox lived, 

deputies found guns and a hooded white 

robe. "Those boys felt they had the bless-

ing of the Klan," Welch's mother Wanda 

Mitchum said. "They take these young 

country boys who don't really know a lot 

and have never been out in the world, and 

they corrupt them." Cox is 22, Welch, 23. 

These same Klan members are also 

charged with beating and stabbing a handi-

other inmates. 

Macedonia Baptist has filed suit against 

the KKK on grounds that Welch and Cox, 

as members, were urged to commit acts of 

violence and intimidation against Afri-

can-Americans. "Before the loss of their 

church, this congregation had suffered 

years of KKK harassment, including Klan 

rallies in a nearby field and racist fliers 

tacked to the door." 

There are lots of other Klan connec-

tions. "KKK mles" graffiti was found in 

the area of the Effingham (S.C.) Baptist 

Church, burned Apri l 26,1996. The exact 

words, "KKK mles," were also found near 

the Moun t Z ion Baptist Church, torched 

one month earlier in Mississippi. 

"KKK" was spray-painted on walls near 

two black churches burned in Greenville, 

Texas on June 9 and 10. In Febmary, "KKK 

ralef" was painted on a walk next to Mt. 

Pleasant Baptist Church in Tennessee. O n 

May 15, arsonists burned the church down. 

The fire was so hot that vinyl siding melted 

...Bosnia Remains The ''White Man's Burden / / 

in Bosnia. It's the end game that's impor-

tant to the winner, and these elections 

legitimize everything the U.S. has done 

thus far. 

The most sinister aspects of the Dayton 

agreement all revolve around Clinton's 

long term strategy for dealing with the 

Serbs, historically the only people capable 

of f ighting foreign domina t ion in the 

Balkans. Having provided the illusion on 

paper of an independent Serb Republic 

within Bosnia, U.S. insistence on these elec-

tions makes clear that Dayton was simply 

a ploy for disarming the Serbs and gaining 

absolute U.S. control over Bosnia. Dayton 

did not end the war in Bosnia: it merely 

obtained better conditions for U.S. imperi-

alism to fight it. The Dayton treaty can be 

best understood as a new and improved 

version of America's so-called "Indian trea-

ties" of the nineteenth century which 

gradually stole the land and freedom of 

Native American peoples unti l they were 

destroyed. The U.S. has just such a plan in 

store for the Serbs — should they falter 

and lose their resolve to fight America to 

the end. In order to secure their Musl im 

client state in the Balkans, Clinton and 

company have in m ind the mass destruc-

tion of Bosnia's Serbian population in their 

next term. 

The Serbs were determined this 
time to use their vote to, 

egress thdr defiance toward 
the imperialist aggressors and 

to demand secession from. U.S.-
, Muslim controlled Bosnia! 

Clearly, this is an enormous challenge 

for the Serbian people to deal with, one 

that wil l test the sophistication and ener-

gies of their best political leaders. The 

Serbs know they d id not submit willingly 

to Dayton: they were bombed into submit-

ting by a new American fascism that threat-

ens to submerge the entire human race 

into barbarism. In July of this year it was 

revealed jointly by the Pentagon and the 

British Ministry of Defense that the U.S. 

used shells and missiles coated with ra-

dioactive depleted uranium in Iraq and 

Bosnia to make them more effective when 

fired from aircraft and land based weap-

ons. Thus, not only d id the U.S. murder 

innocent men, women and children in its 

attacks on the Bosnian Serbs last Septem-

ber, but they have created an environmen-

tal catastrophe wi th the potential to create 

ten cancer deaths from radiation for every 

pound of depleted uran ium used in the 

bombing (London Times, 21 July 1996). 

And the bloodsucking murderers who call 

themselves the government of the United 

States of America have the nerve to talk 

about war crimes! America, your flag is 

missing its swastika. 

The Poetry of Empire 
Like a bad dream, the history of late 

Continued on pagelB 

on the house across the street. Cars in 

front were scorched. 

Three white teenagers were arrested in 

Jime for the Apri l 16 burning of the historic 

First Baptist Church in Virginia. The church 

had been the target of KKK graffiti before 

the fire. 

A letter sent to 15 black residents of Lake 

City, Florida contained threats against 

black churches. The letters listed a Lake 

City post office box as the return address. 

Al l the letters included a swastika, the 

letters "KKK," and a drawing of a hooded 

Klansman. The letter also contained a 

poem with implied threats against blacks 

and Jews, including this verse: 

Our swords are sharp. 

Our sights are tme. 

Make no mistake, 

We are coming for you. 

CONSPIRACY OF ATTITUDE 
"Official" responses to this epidemic of 

church burnings have ranged from pre-

dictable to pathetic. The media and politi-

cians have told us repeatedly that there is 

"no evidence of an organized conspiracy" 

by any single group. They have reported 

this as good news. But it may be more 

frightening that groups of white people, 

on their own initiative, have begun to ter-

rorize their black neighbors. The lack of a 

single conspiracy, if tme, is not so reassur-

ing. 

The government response has been to 

send in the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 

and Firearms (ATF). This is a police force 

with dubious credentials, especially among 

African-Americans. Ten ATF agents re-

cently received punishments ranging from 

verbal reprimands to suspensions for at-

tending the Good Ol ' Boys Ro imdup where 

racist acts occurred. And the ATF itself 

agreed on July 10 to pay a $5.9 mil l ion 

settlement in a lawsuit brought by black 

employees. The settlement was for race 

discrimination in hiring, promotions and 

evaluations. 

The police and politicians also have used 

this as another opportunity to ask for in-

creased powers for themselves - to eaves-

drop, wiretap and spy on everyday people. 

Tne Religious Right has jumped into the 

spotlight. They have testified in Congress 

and held national news conferences to 

emphasize that they believe this is more of 

an attack on Christians than a racial issue. 

Many of the victimized congregations 

have also reported a lot of grief from their 

insurance companies. Payments have been 

slow and pastors have been interrogated 

as suspects. A spot check by the Associ-

ated Press lends credence to the complaints, 

indicating that after white church arsons, 

insurers pay more promptly. 

The people of America and the world 

have shown much more compassion. Ev-

eryone from the Dream Team to homeless 

people have sent donations to rebuild the 

churches. Volunteers from the Quakers, 

from Habitat for Humanity, and hundreds 

of other groups have pitched in. People of 

all races have stood guard at b lack 

churches. In Maryland, a black church 

and a white church exchanged ministers 

and choirs for a week. 

But nobody is dealing with the root of 

the problem. The issue is not really church 

burnings. Next year these "white power" 

terrorists may stop burning black churches, 

and start burning the businesses or homes 

of African-Americans instead. Already 

some racists are burning crosses, making 

threats and, in some cases, murdering in-

nocent people. The problem is the grow-

ing number of neo-nazi terrorists who are 

hurting people in an effort to "start a race 

war." The question is: What are we gonna 

do about it? 

This article was submitted courtesy 
of Anti-Racist Action, a national orga-
nization dedicated to fighting racism 
and fascism. For more information about 
the group contact; P.O. Box 82097 • 
Columbus, Ohio43202, (604)424-9074 
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by gabriel lopez 

It seems that in my study of college 

newspapers there are many caliber and 

breeds of writers, from the extreme right 

wing to the left wing. These writers pound-

ing with intense emotion on the current 

political foopa which is the sure sign of the 

oncoming of the revolution, and there are 

those middle of the road writers who find 

nothing more stimulating to write about 

than why girls kiss guys or what the cur-

rent football stats are. The first one we've 

heard before, and the second won't mean 

anything a year from now. So what level 

of a writer am I? Well, I carmot clearly 

state, because to tell the truth, I 'm quite 

prejudiced in the matter. So, I lay down 

my manifesto as to what you, the reader, 

can expect from the column: the third opin-

ion. 

I find myself in a difficult position as a 

writer, in that I am roughly at the cut-off 

age, nineteen, of the Generation X media 

scam. However, I do not personally see 

any pleasure in being called a slacker, a 

void, an X, ©r a nothing. I disassociate 

myself from this because I am not apa-

thetic; I am concerned with the outcome of 

our society. I do care about life and my 

future. I have respect for my opinions as 

well as those of others. 

It is with this in mind that I ask for 

extensive feedback on my opinions in the 

upcoming year. If I write anything that 

you, as the reader, object to, then by all 

means please submit a rebuttal, and I^ 

would be honored to see it published be-

side mine in the following issue. I want to 

see the people become involved. Any 

student who takes the time to express their 

views shares that in common with me, if 

nothing else. So out of respect for one 

another I hope those who may respond 

vsdll respond in an educated maimer and 

not merely be reduced to personal slander. 

Always feel free to comment! 

So, now what the hell is it I am going to 

write about? Honestly, I 'm not entirely 

sure. I do, however, intend to focus on 

what I find wrong with our society and 

our culture. I don't intend to blame any 

one particular faction, because we all, in-

cluding the working man , have particular 

faults. Constant finger pointing to the 

"Man" is not merely enough, because we, 

as Americans, allow "H im" to be in con-

trol, whoever the abstract "He" is. I merely 

intend to point out the obvious subtleties 

in the life that we have been bom into. 

These so called "necessities" that have 

been passed on to us are more damaging 

than anything else. I will discuss certain 

falsities that have been misinterpreted as 

truth, if there is such a thing as truth. That 

is why I plan to tackle issues in a hope of 

bringing about a higher level of conscious-

ness by evoking questions, causing con-

troversy, and raising eyebrows. I will 

attempt to find some solutions to the 

doldrum lives we seem destined to find 

when we exit college and enter the work-

ing class to become part of the so-called 

"fabled uneducated mass." 

I don't think that we, the masses, need to 

be uneducated, but I think America doesn't 

allow us too much of an option. America, 

as in MTV, as in overcrowded schools, as 

in the aliens in the White House, as in 

Coca-Cola, Wonder bread, apple pie, white 

picket fences, spiteful parents, apathy angst 

ridden teens, and the constant bombard-

ment of advertisement. Though we all 

smirk at and criticize them, we still shovel 

them down our throats, barely stopping 

long enough to do the most challenging 

and creative obstacle in some of our lives 

like taking a shit. * 

Well, I renounce this way of thinking 

thaf s been subscribed to us on a 24 hour 

basis since we first grabbed our mother's 

blariket. I renounce being an apathetic 

slacker. You did just like everybody told 

you and went to the doctor for a second 

opinion; well, here is the third. And I en-

courage all of you to find a fourth, a fifth, 

a three hundred and twelfth opinion. I f s 

hme to ask questions. 

Welcome to Generation Why! 

I askfortxtemwef^^ 
oh my opinhm m v 

upcqmm^yM^^ 
dny^thifil^ t^^ as f:Jie \ ̂  

red^ bbji^t ^ ffikh i^ all ] 
' ' ' ' l l i i l 

honored to see 
beside mine in 

llllllĴ J®!̂  
If you are interested in the 
Voice conrie to the office 
located in the Campus 
• Center, Rm 230. 

starvation for the Poor, Handouts for War-mongers 
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nineteenth century colonialism and 1930's 

Nazi fascism is melded togeAer into a 

bizarre new reality of American imperial-

ist aggression and genocide that goes by 

the name of "the New World Order." While 

dozens of cruise missiles rain down on 

Iraq and CIA agents organize deadly po-

lice actions in Haiti, Bosiuan Serbs and the 

government of Yugoslavia are threatened 

with further military attacks should Serbs 

take the whole idea of democracy too seri-

ously and ask for self-determination and 

the freedom to rejoin a country that they 

never chose to leave. 

During the course of the British Empire 

and the development of American slavery, 

some twenty (20) million Africans were 

killed as result of transportation to the 

New World. Along the way, entire Native 

American peoples were exterminated. 

China was forced as a country to buy and 

take drugs (the Op ium War). And by 1914 

almost the entire world was carved up and 

ruled by a few great capitalist empires. In 

hondr of this great accomplishment the 

famed British author Rudyard BCipling 

wrote a poem entitled "The White Man's 

Burden." It was dedicated to American 

imperial ism, wh ich Kip l ing believed 

would take up where the English left off. 

In it he wrote. 

Take up the White Man's Burden-

Send forth the best ye breed-

Go, bind your sons to exile 

To serve your captives' need; 

To wait in heavy harness. 

On fluttered folk and wild-

Your nev^-caught sullen peoples. 

Half devil and half child 

(And further on) 

Take up the White Man's burden-

The savage v^ars of peace-

Fill full the mouth of famine, 

And bid the sickness cease; 

And when your goal is nearest 

(The end for others sought) 

Watch sloth and heathen folly 

Bring all your hope to nought. 

In short, Kipling glorified the bloody 

exploitation and genocide that resulted 

from imperialist intervention and occupa-

tion, justifying it all on the basis of racial 

and cultural superiority. Little did he 

know that he would be describing a world 

of imperialist aggression not unlike his 

own that would reemerge in the 1990's 

when "savage wars of peace" would be 

waged simultaneously in places like 

Bosnia, Somalia, Haiti and Iraq with a 

military technology far more deadly and 

coercive, and a media machine far more 

totalitarian than anything imaginable in 

Kipling's day. Indeed, when one consid-

ers the role of military technology and 

propaganda today, one must overlay the 

image of turn of the century imperialism 

with the image of Nazi Germany to form 

an historical analogy that begins to de-

scribe present day US world domination. 

' ^ ^ ^ . ^ : 
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Death of a Dream 
W Michael Quinones 
The untimely and violent shooting death 

of the young rapper and actor Tupac 

Shakur on Friday, September 13th, was a 

poignant end to a tumultuous life. The 25 

year old was traveling in a procession of 

cars near Las Vegas's Sunset Strip after 

leaving the site of the September 7th box-

ing card that included, among others, Mike 

Tyson. According to police reports, the 

car in which Shakur was traveling was 

riddled by bullets from another car that 

had allegedly pulled alongside, hitting 

Shakur several times in the chest and back. 

Also wounded in the shooting was Marion 

"Suge" Knight, the president of Death Row 

Records, the label tnat Shakur rapped for. 

Doctors had to remove a lung from Shakur 

due to the severity of his injuries. A spokes-

person at the Nevada hospital said, "He 

will survive" his woxmds, but Shakur never 

regained consciousness, and remained on 

life support systems before finally suc-

cumbing to his injuries. 

O n September 14th, a private memorial 

service was held by his family and his 

rerjjjains were cremated. The only com-

ments from the family were released by a 

funeral spokesperson: "The family had 

private services, Saturday and it was the 

wishes of the family that nothing be done. 

It's done and over with. There wil l be 

nothing more. There wil l be nothing more. 

The family doesn't want us to say any-

thing else." These comments obviously 

mean they don't want any retaliation or 

more violence and senselessness to arise 

from this already tragic loss of life. 

Tupac Shakur was no stranger to the 

criminal justice system, having been con-

victed of various charges over the years, 

ranging from weapons possession to a 

rape-related charge for which he had re-

cently been released on bail pending his 

appeal in New York. Anyone who has 

followed Tupac's career, as both a rapper 

and motion picture actor, with any level of 

rooted in the feeling of powerlessness in 

the commimities of the inner-city and its 

unjust placement within the larger soci-

ety. In other words, it seems that Blacks 

and Browns are considered subcultures, 

and therefore are unacceptable to the domi-

nant culture. This is a feeling of degrada-

Tupac Shakur was no stranger to the criminal 
justice system, having been convicted of various 

charges over the years, ranging from weapons 
possession to a rape-related charge 

seriousness cannot dispute this young 

man's talent aiid, most of all, his sincerity. 

In 1991 we were blessed with his stirring 

role as a teenage boy struggling to cross 

the gateway into manhood amid the tu-

mult and upheaval of the inner city, or 

more specifically, as movie director Jon 

Singleton entitled it, "the 'hood." Tupac's 

character was, at first, an irmocent wise-

cracking youth and then, through several 

unfortunate circumstances, found himself 

as the leader of a team that robbed the 

ne i ghbo rhood bodega at gunpo i n t . 

Tupac's character was the one charged 

with holding the gun during the robbery. 

In this scene from Ernest Dickerson's film 

"Juice," his partners grabbed the money 

from the register of the bodega owner and, 

as they were on their way out, Tupac's 

character raised the gun at the owner and 

felt, no doubt, a ru sh of power over his 

vichm, the power to end his life, a God-

like power. This grasping for power is 

tion; the pistol in the character's hand was 

his frantic tool of self-validation. For him, 

the violence was addictive and insatiable. 

Perhaps his role in that film, with his 

chillingly accurate execution of raw and 

wild human emotion, makes people want 

to believe, rather uncritically, that his per-

sonal behavior was essentially driven by 

hate and violence. Tupac, from my per-

sonal standpoint as a young Latino man 

from New York City, was an incredibly 

talented man. He was swinging, at least in 

his public self, towards being more re-

sponsible with his words and, especially, 

his actions. His personal life, or anyone 

else's, should be off limits to public criti-

cism. The artistic symbols in his lyrics 

were beautiful in the honesty of their emo-

tion. This same honesty and forthright-

ness is most likely the genesis of negative 

perceptions about h im, especially in the 

context of the so-called "East coast-West 

coast" controversy. The substance of that 

debate, or war of words, was only words. 

The amount of pressure to grow up in 

front of movie and news cameras - not to 

mention the microphone - where the only 

med ium is speech, must be inconceivable; 

at the same time, your personality is de-

veloping and your opinions on life are also 

evolving. All the while, you are rapping 

away because people want to hear you, 

and if they didn't - or, shall I say, we didn't 

- you wouldn ' t have become a multi-plati-

num recording artist. For those who don't 

know, that means mi l l ions of people 

bought his records. We all got to see the 

life of Tupac Shakur in full view; however 

short it was, he was a gift to us from God 

and I am sure that if he had lived, he would 

have completed his growth and contrib-

uted more inspiring and richly talented 

musical poetry and whatever else; we will 

never know. 

What I hope wil l not happen is that 

Tupac becomes seen as an example of 

someone who chose the wrong patii and 

ended up where he deserved to be, as if 

death was some fitting punishment. The 

tragic act of his murder was evil, but his 

life was not evil and neither were his artis-

tic creations. No one must let his memory 

and contributions be stained by the crimi-

nality of his assassination. We should 

search our hearts to heal whatever hate is 

within us and crush it beneath our feet. 

Hate is what killed Tupac, but love is what 

made h im live. 

Art, Music, 
Film critics. 

The life of a thug Tupac was a very talented rap artist 

By Latoya Hunt 
"When I die I wanna be a l iving legend" 

This is a verse from Tupac Shakur's last 

album "Al l eyez on me" called " N o more 

pain." When I heard that Tupac Shakur 

was dead tears filled my eyes and anger 

filled my heart. Tupac Shakur first was 

introduced to us when he started out danc-

ing for the rap group Digital Underground. 

Shakur then became a member of the 

group, after awhile Tupac leame4the tricks 

of the trade and left Digital Undergroimd 

to begin his solo rap career. 

His first single "Trapped" was aired on 

video Music box almost every day. It 

showed Tupac running from A e police. 

This was the beggining of rap fame for 

Tupac. Later on down the road Tupac came 

out with his first album. He dropped a 

single sending a positive message to young 

teen mothers and youth out there having 

unprotected sex called "Brenda's got a 

baby." The single really d id not do too 

well because other rappers at the time 

were discussing different topics. He then 

decided to get into the action business, he 

first starred in the movie "Juice" as Bishop, 

a boy who had a gun and felt like he had 

power. Tupac then went back into the 

studio and recorded another Mbum, along 

with this album came the single " I get 

around" which discussed the way Tupac 

satisfied his sexual desires. 

After this album things started flowing 

really well for Tupac. He put out a single 

for single mothers called "Keep your head 

u p " wh ich opened u p many doors for 

Shakur. I n this song he expresses his feel-

ings towards single mothers and lets them 

know that they don't need a man who is 

going to disrespect them. For months fe-

males walked around singing this lyrics 

and thanking Tupac for understanding 

single mothers hardships. After this al-

bum Tupac decided to get into acting again, 

he played a role in the movie "Above the 

Rim" he played a part as a gangster. He 

also co-starred with Jane Jackson in "Po-

etic Justice" he played Lucky the Mai l boy 

who falls in love with Justice played by 

Janet Jackson. Tupac was now making a 

difference in the movie industry as well as 

the rap industry, he was living a dream 

come true. 

It seems like shortly after this Tupac's 

Thug life rollercoaster began. In October 

1993 Tupac was arrested for aggravated 

assault for allegedly shooting two off duty 

police officers in Atlanta. In November 

1993 he was arrested in New York for 

allegedly holding down a woman while 

his friend raped her, In Apri l 1994 Shakur 

was arrested when Los Angeles police 

stopped his car and foimd n im with a 

loaded gun. In March 1994 he was sen-

tenced in Los Angeles 15 days in jail for 

misdemeanor assault and battery on his 

former employer on a music video. In 

November 1994 Tupac's New York sex 

assault trial opens, following he is shot 

during ar\ apparent robbery attempt out-

side a music studio in Manhattan owned 

by Bad Boy records Sean Puf Combs. 

December 1994 Shakur is convicted of 

sexually abusing a woman. In Feburary 

1995 he was sentenced in New York to 4 

years in prison on sexual abuse. In October 

1995 Tupac was released from prison after 

the CEO of Death Row Records Suge 

Knight payed for his bail while he appeals. 

Later Tupac was released from prison he 

and Suge Knight discussed plans for 

Shakur to join Death Row. Tupac then 

went in the studio and began working on 

"Me against the World," an a lbum that 

Tupac had started while in Jail. Whi le in 

Jail he released threie singles "Tempta-

tions", "Dear Mam'a" a song in which 

Tupac wrote to show appreciation for the 

things that his mother d id for h im. Then he 

released "So many tears" in this song h^ 

talks about suicidal thoughts that ran 

through his m ind while in prison. 

When Tupac finally got back on his feet 

he went in tne studio and recorded his last 

album "Al l eyez on me" on this a lbum 

Shakur talks about his conflict with east 

coast rapper Notorious Big. In a song 

called "Hit em Up" he talks about sleeping 

with the rapper's wife and talks about all 

of the violent things he wants to do to h im 

and his crew. The chorus of this song is; 

Call the cops when you seie Tupac, Grab 

your glocks when you see Tupac, shot me 

five times but you punks didn' t finish, 

now you 'bout to feel the raft of a menance. 

Ever since Tupac's first shooting he has 

Eointed the finger at the east coast. He 

onestly believed that the east coast had 

som^ thing to do with his shooting. Wi th 

Tupac on Death Row it brought in a lot of 

money and it caused a major problem. Dr 

Dre left the label and left Suge Knight to 

handle Death Row's Weight, It was not 

heavy because Tupac was selling like 

hotcakes. His single " H o w ~ 0 you want 

it?" sold over 1 mil l ion copies along with 

"California Love" and "America's most 

wanted". O n Sept.4 Tupac was in New 

York at the MTV music awards, where he 

presented an award with his label mate 

Snoop Doggy Dog. O n Sept: 7 Tupac was 

shot in Las Vegas after coming from the 

Tyson fight. He was going to a club with 

his Producer Suge Knight when a white 

cadillac pulled u p on the passenger side of 

Shakur B M W in which K ^ g h t was driving 

and fired 5 shots, one grazed Knight in the 

head and 4 bullets hit Shakur in die chest. 

Tupac was rushed to the hospital where 

they had to do surgery on Shakur and 

removed his right lung that had collapsed. 

O n Sept.l Tupac Shakur died at 4:03 east-

em time. He died of respiratory failure 

and cardiopulmonary arrest. O n Saturday 

Sept. 14, Tupac was cremated and put to 

rest. His memorial service was held in Los 

Angeles_ at 11 o'clock on Sept. 19th. My 

condolences go out to Tupac's mother 

Afeni Shakur, who is known for being a 

member of the Black Panther party and 

was acqu i t ted on charges of 

plotting to bomb public places around 

New York city. Tupac was b o m a month 

after she was acquitted. Tupac Shakur was 

born in Harlem, he was 25 years old. 

In Tupac's songs he often talked about 

death. He knew that one day he was going 

to die a violent death. Tupac was a very 

talented rap artist and if he wou ld have 

survived wou ld have been a very power-

ful person in the entertainment industry. 

Tupac will indeed be a living legend To-

day, Tomorrow, and Forever. 

" Y o u w^ere s o 
y o u n g , B u t 
s o s t r o n g " 

You were so young, yet 
\ but so strong, 

You played the game, as if 
nothing was wrong, 

you could trust no one, 
Because trust let you 
down, but you still 

pressed on, 
. A rapping soldier, 
since the day you were 

born; ^ 
Now you are gone, your 
enemies may laugh and 

cheer, 
But your "friends" we 

shed our tears, 
Now You're with the lord, 
your sufferung is done 
No more shooting, up 

there- there are no guns. 
So rest yourself, for you 
feel pain pain no more. 
We are gonna miss you, 

Tupac Shakur!!!! 

By Latoya Hunt 
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Socialism or Neo-Liberalism? 
by Ernest Mandel 
Since the mid-seventies there has been a 

wor ldwide offensive of capital against 

labour and the toiling masses of the third 

world. 

This offensive expresses the sharp dete-

rioration of the relationship of forces at the 

expense of the workers on a world scale. It 

has objective and subjective roots. 

The objective roots are essentially the 

sharp rise of unemployment in the imperi-

alist countries from 10 mil l ion to at least 50 

mill ion, if not more. The official statistics 

are all government statistics and they're 

all fake. In the third world countries at 

lease 500 mil l ion are unemployed. For the 

first time since the end of World War II 

unemployment is rising massively in the 

bureaucratized post-capitalist societies, 

too. 

The subjective roots lie essentially 

in the total failure of organized 

labour and mass movements to re-

sist the capitalist offensive. In many 

countries these organizations have 

even spearheaded it: France, Italy, 

Spain and Venezuela, just to name a 

few; there is a whole list of these 

countries. This has undoubtedly 

made resistance to the capitalist o ^ 

fensive more difficult. 

But all this being said, one should 

not underestimate the concrete im-

pact of pseudo-liberal — in reality 

neo-conservative — economic poli-

cies on world developments. These 

policies, codified by the International 

Monetary Fund and the World Bank, 

and symbolized by the governments 

of Thatcher and Reagan and their 

many imitators in the third world 

countries, have been an unmitigated 

disaster. 

Under the pretext of giving priority to 

monetary stability, the fight against infla-

tion, and balanced budgets, social expen-

d i t u re a nd the expend i t u re for 

infrastructure have been ruthlessly cut. 

This has resulted in a world wide rise in 

social inequality, poverty, disease and 

threats to the environment. 

I should point out the basic cynicism of 

the neo-conservative ideological offensive 

that accompanies the conservative eco-

nomic policies. The neo-conservatives say 

that they want to reduce state expenditure 

drastically. In reality, state expenditure 

has never been as high as in thel980s and 

the early 1990s under the neo-conserva-

tives. 

What really happened was a shift away 

from social and infrastructure expendi-

ture to military expenditure, which for 

that period can be estimated at three tril-

lion dollars, and to subsidies to business. 

The bailing out of bankrupt and near bank-

rupt financial institutions, like the savings 

and loan associations in the United States, 

as well as the huge interest payments on 

the steeply rising public debt, belongs in 

that category. 

The neo-conservatives say that they 

stand for uruversal human rights, but in 

reality, given the unavoidable mass reac-

tions against these anti-social policies, neo-

conservative governments increasingly 

undermine and attack democratic liber-

ties: trade-union freedom, the right to abor-

tion, freedom of the press, freedom to 

travel, and so on. They create the appro-

priate climate in which extreme right-wing 

tendencies, racism, xenophobia and out-

right neo-fascism can arise. 

Deepening third world poverty 
The worldwide growth of poverty is 

disastrous. In the third world it has be-

come a historical catastrophe. According 

to official United Nations statistics, more 

than 60 countries with a total of more than 

800 mill ion inhabitants have suffered an 

absolute decline of per capita domestic 

product between 1980 and 1990. In the 

poorest of these countries, this decline is in 

the order of 30 to 50 per cent. For the 

poorest layers of these countries' popula-

tions, the figure oscillates around 50 per 

cent. Per capita domestic product in Latin 

America in 1950 was 45 per cent of that of 

the imperialist countries. In 1988, it fell to 

29.7 per cent. 

Decades of modest rise in public welfare 

were wiped out in the course of a few 

years. Wnat this means concretely can be 

illustrated by the example of Peru. Ac-

cording to the New York Times, more than 

60 per cent of the population of Peru is 

undernourished and 79 per cent live be-

low the poverty level, which is quite arbi-

trarily fixed at $40 a month. Even college 

educated civil servants earn only $85 a 

month. That is not enough to pay for a 

month's car parking in that country. 

Practically one bil l ion people in the 

world today suffer from hunger on this 

planet. And this is when there exists an 

overall situation of overproduction of food. 

The results of this are disastrous not only 

from a social point of view. They now 

begin to have results on a biological level, 

too. In the north of Brazil, there is a new 

race of pygmies which has arisen, with an 

average height 35 centimeters less than the 

average inhabitant of Brazil. The way the 

bourgeois ruling class and its ideologues 

characterize these people is to call them rat 

people. This characterization is completely 

dehumanizing, reminiscent of the Nazis, 

and has sinister implications. You know 

what is done to rats. 

There is widespread malnutrit ion in-

volving insufficient consumption of vita-

mins , minerals and an ima l proteins. 

Women and children especially have these 

deficiencies. As a result, children in the 

third world run a risk of dying or catching 

grave diseases 20 times greater than that of 

children in the imperialist countries. 

The fate of children symbolizes the rise 

of barbarism in the third world. This is not 

a question of the future; in the third world, 

barbarism has already started on a huge 

scale. Accord ing to the statistics of 

UNICEF, every year 16 mil l ion children 

are dying from hunger or curable diseases 

in the third world. This means that every 

four years there is an equal number of 

deaths of children as all the deaths of World 

War II, Auschwitz, Hiroshima, and the 

Bengal famine combined. Every four years 

a world war against children. There you 

have the world reality of imperialism and 

capitalism in a nutshell. In addition, in 

South Asia, 20 per cent of baby girls die 

before the age of five; 25 per cent die before 

the age of 15. Baby girl infanticide is grow-

ing from year to year, combined with mas-

sive use of child labour under conditions 

of semi-slavery. 

Growing inequality in "advanced" 
countries 

The disastrous effects of neo-conserva-

tive economic policies are in no way lim-

ited to third world countries or to the 

living conditions of the mass of the inhab-

itants of post-capitalist societies. They have 

started to extend more slowly, but in a real 

way, to the imperialist countries too. In 

these countries, depending on what source 

you use, between 55 and 70 mil l ion people 

live below the poverty level. A dual soci-

ety is developing, with a growing number 

of social groups less or not at all protected 

by the social security net: the unemployed, 

casual labourers, people l iving on welfare, 

mothers having to care for many children 

alone; demoralized petty criminals—these 

are some of the constituent elements of 

that underclass. 

Here is but one example that is very 

telling, very sad and very revolting. In the 

heart of what has been historically revolu-

tionary Paris, where five major revolu-

tions have started, every day thousands of 

immigrants, workers and casual labourers 

are standing around wait ing to be em-

ployed. Sometimes they are, sometimes 

they aren't. They are without any form of 

social protection, without permit of resi-

dence. They are com-

pe t i ng a m o n g 

themselves to work 

for a pittance, be-

cause a pittance is 

still higher than what 

they can get in their 

own countries. 

The si tuat ion in 

the Un i t ed States 

ghettos is typical of 

Siat trend. Youth un-

employment in the 

ghettos reaches 40 

per cent and most of 

these youths have no 

hope whatsoever of 

f inding any job in the 

fu ture . The same 

p h e n o m e n o n has 

spread in a more lim-

ited way to several 

southern European 

countries and Great 

Britain. Privatization accentuates these 

trends. 

While real wages actually declined in 

the USA, the number of people having 

gross artnual incomes of one mil l ion stable 

dollars has risen 60-fold. That of people 

jetting between $60,000 and $1 mil l ion 

las risen from 78,000 to two mill ion, but 

there's literally not a single worker among 

this new rich. 

The rich get richer 
The perverse effects of neo-conserva-

tive policies on the world economy are 

likewise evident. Both the growing pov-

erty of the third world and the growing 

third world-ization of sectors of the popu-

lation in the imperialist countries consti-

tute one of the major brakes on any 

s ign i f i cant expans ion of the wo r l d 

economy. 

Third world debt has led to that per-

verse and scandalous development of a 

net flow of capital from the south to the 

north, with the poorest part of the poor 

countries subsidizing the richest part of 

the rich countries. One could say in a cyni-

cal way that thaf s nothing new, that's 

what capitalism is all about. Nevertheless, 

in this dimension and amplitude it's at 

least a new phenomenon in the twentieth 

century. 

New epidemics 
The greatest danger of the third world-

ization in the South, the East and the West 

is the spread of typical poverty-related 

epidemics like cholera and tuberculosis 

which were assumed to have been wiped 

out. But the ominous threat of A IDS is 

likewise poverty-related. The former di-

rector of the World Health Organizations' 

anti-AIDS program predicts that at the 

end of this century, 100 mil l ion people wil l 

be HIV-infected, of whom 25 per cent wil l 

fall ill and die; 85 per cent of these deaths 

wil l occur in the third world. 

This is not a result of some cultural or 

ethnic specificity, but of deficiencies in 

education, prevention, health care and 

sanitation. At the same time, $7 bill ion 

have been spent in the struggle against 

ithe AIDS since the begirming of the epidemic, 

er cent of this sum has been spent 

ird world, where 85 per cent of m 

The problem to be solved in 
order to beat doomsday in this 

case is not a technical, 
natural or cultural one. It is a 

social one. 
HIV-infected people live. It is obviously 

suicidal to believe, even for the capitalist 

class, that the spread of the epidemic wil l 

not reach the imperialist countries, too. 

Under these circumstances, the Pope's 

call to limit the struggle against A IDS to 

self-restraint and the chastity of individu-

als and to oppose the use of condoms and 

the contraceptive pill is totally irrespon-

sible. In light of these facts, the neo-conser-

vative policies of cutt ing health and 

education budgets everywhere likewise 

appears irresponsible and suicidal. The 

overall effects are as economically obnox-

ious as they are socially obnoxious. 

Destructiveness of the market economy 
In all the university departments deal-

ing with development policies, in all the 

countries in the world, it is considered to 

be a truism that the most productive in-

vestments are those for education, health 

care and infrastructure. But if you cross 

the corridor into the subdepartment of 

economics called public finance, then you 

suddenly hear that a balanced budget is 

more important than investment in educa-

tion, health care and irifrastructure, and 

that there have to be ruthless cuts in these 

budgets in order to stop inflation. 

Humank ind is facing frightful threats to 

its physical survival: nuclear, 

memical and biological warfare; tradi-

tional massive wars that could become 

nuclear wars by the bombing of nuclear 

power stations with conventional weap-

ons; growing risks of destruction of the 

environment necessary for human life typi-

fied by the greenhouse effect and the ozone 

gap, destruction of the tropical forests, 

desertification of large parts of Africa and 

Asia, and the cumulative effects of epi-" 

demic catastrophes. 

Many people have raised the question, 

"Isn't it already too late? Isn't doomsday 

unavoidable? Wi l l humank ind be able to 

survive the coming 50 years?" We believe 

that hxmiankind is not doomed. We be-

lieve survival can succeed. We believe that 

this is not wishful thinking or pure intu-

ition. It is a belief based upon solid scien-

tific data and the ongoing dynarnic of 

scientific research. 

Just one example: there exists a con-

crete, serious approach to completely re-

verse the desertification of Africa; to 

irrigate the desert in order to make it again 

into a rich food-producing region like it 

had been u p unti l 1500 years ago; to in-

spire its inhabitants to apply nature-con-

serving agricultural techniques to switch 

back from commercial crops to crops that 

enable them to feed Africans in a healthy 

maimer. The effect of a green, wooded 

Sahara on the world climate would be 

really sturming. 

The problem to be solved in order to 

beat doomsday in this case is not a techni-

cal, natural or cultural one. It is a social 

one. In order for this solution to be ap-

plied, you need a social order in which 

greed, the desire to accumulate personal 

wealth regardless of overall social and 

economic costs, and short-term pseudo-

rationality substituting for long-term ra-

tionality do not determine social and 

economic behavior. We need power in the 

hands of social forces that can prevent 

individuals, classes and major class frac-

tions from imposing their wil l on society. 

Power needs to be in the hands of the 

overwhelming majority of the toilers will-

ing to let solidarity, cooperation, and gen-

erosity prevail by democratic means over 

short-sighted egoism and irresponsibility. 

I want to stress that it is not a question of 

awareness. The rich, the capitalists, the 

powers that be are not stupid. Well, there 
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are stupid ones among them, but many of 

them are perfectly aware of, for instance, 

the ecological dangers. They try to take 

them into consideration, include them in 

their economic planning and projection, 

but under the pressure of competition, 

under the pressure of a profit-motivated 

system, they are forced to act in such a way 

that the overall threat remains. 

Some say that science and technology 

have developed an irresistible logic otheir 

own, and that uncontrolled development 

of science and technology is bringing hu-

mankind to the briiJ^ of extinction and is 

threatening to b low u p our planet, but this 

is not the correct way of seeing things. This 

is what you could call, in terms of Marxist 

philosophy, reified thinking. Science and 

technology are presented as forces di-

vorced from the human beings who con-

trol them. But this is incorrect. 

Struggle for workers' democracy 
Science and technology have no power 

independent of the social groups who in-

vented them, apply them, and bend them 

to their interests as they see them. The key 

problem is to subject science and technol-

ogy to conscious social control in the demo-

cratically established interests of the great 

majority of human beings, to free Qieiii 

from submission to special interests that 

abuse them regardless of the long-term 

interests of the human race. For that pur-

pose, the orgaruzation and structure of 

society itself must be subjected to demo-

In order to look at the 
world as it is today, we 

have to look at it in a way 
that is di^eni from what 
you generally read in the 

newspapers of ^^ < 
teli^ion. Reality: is a hit 

ikore a^tkple:Kf, and I 

cratically determined conscious control. 

What socialism is all about in the last 

analysis is the conquest of human freedom 

for the greatest possible number to decide 

their own fate in all key sectors of life. This 

is, in the first place, true for all wage earn-

ers, women and men, who are under the 

economic compulsion to sell their labour 

power and who represent today a mass of 

people bigger than they ever were in the 

past. There are now more than one billion 

wage earners. Those who plead for minor-

ity rule over and above that freedom—the 

freedom of these wage earners to decide in 

a democratic way for themselves which 

priorities to apply to production and how 

to produce and distribute at least the ma-

jor churJcs of it — those who state that this 

freedom should be subordinated to the 

rule of market laws, rule by the rich, or 

rule by the experts, rule by the churches, 

rule by the state or by the party, arrogantly 

assume the perfectness of their knowledge 

and their wisdom and underestimate the 

capacity of the masses to equal or overtake 

them. We reject these claims as empiri-

cally unfounded and morally repulsive, 

leading to increasingly inhuman conse-

quences. 

We share Marx's warning that the edu-

cators in turn have to be educated. Only 

the democratically organized self-activity 

of the masses can achieve that. Socialism 

is a social order in which these masses 

decide their own fate in a free way. 

In order to look at the world as it is 

today, we have to look at it in a way that is 

different from what you generally read in 

the newspapers or see on television. Real-

ity is a bit more complex, and I would dare 

to say that the neo-liberal offensive has 

gone over its climax. People are starting to 

fight back. 

In Germany, we have witnessed, and 

this is most heartwarming, a radical reac-

tion of the youth, including even high 

school students, against the rise of xeno-

phobia, racism and neo-fascism. We have 

seen this wonderful chain of light involv-

ing probably two mil l ion people. 

Tms is completely different from what 

happened at the end of the 1920s and the 

beginning of the 1930s. At that time, the 

Nazis conquered the high schools, the 

universities — the youth — much before 

they conquered political power. Today, it 

goes in exactly the opposite direction. The 

mass of the youth is moving against xeno-

phobia, racism and neo-fascism while po-

litical parties, political shifts are going to 

the right. 

The most gratifying example is that of 

Brazil, where there was a successful 

fightback of the working class against a 

corrupt reactionary government(along 

with the rise of a mass w6rkers' party). 

There is, however, a sober side to the 

world picture, and that is that many of 

these fight-back movements are generally 

single-issue movements and are discon-

tinuous because of the lack of perspective 

of an alternative social order. 

The credibility of socialism 
Over this whole world development 

hovers what we call in my movement the 

worldwide crisis of credibility of social-

ism. Workers have no confidence whatso-

ever in either Stalinism, post-Stalinism, 

Maoism, Eurocommunism or in social de-

mocracy. 

Under these circumstances, what we 

have today on a world scale is a situation 

in which neither of the two basic social 

classes, capital and labour, is capable in 

the short or med ium term of imposing its 

historical solution to the world crisis. The 

capitalists can't for objective reasons; be-

cause the working class is much too strong. 

It is much stronger than it was in the 1930s. 

But the working class cannot solve this 

world crisis either because it has no belief 

in an alternative social order. 

So we are in for a protracted crisis, the 

outcome of which is at this stage unpre-

dictable. We have to fight for an outcome 

in favour of the working class, in favour of 

socialism, in favour of the physical sur-

vival of mankind. Because that's the real 

choice today. Not socialism or barbarism, 

but socialism or the physical extinction of 

the human race. 

In this crisis, I see the key task of all of us 

socialists as being threefold. In the first 

place, to defend unconditionally all the 

demands of the masses everywhere in the 

world which correspond to their real needs 

as they see them, without subordinating 

this support to any priorities of a political 

nature in this or that sector of the world or 

of any specific power scheme. We have to 

go back to the example of what the labour 

movement d id in its inception and during 

the period of its greatest growth from the 

end of the 1880s u p until me eve of World 

War I. 

Socialists had two key goals at that time: 

the eight-hour day and universal fran-

chise, and they didn't start from the ques-

tion, how are we going to realize that, in 

what form of power, what form of govern-

ment? No, they said these are objective 

needs of h uman emancipation and we wil l 

fight for them by all means possible and 

necessary and we wil l see what wil l come 

out. 

In some countries, the eight-hour day 

was conquered by general strikes, direct 

extraparliamentary mass action. In other 

countries, it was realized through govern-

ments that one could consider workers' 

governments. In other countries, it was 

given by the bourgeois as a concession to a 

powerful workers movement, thereby try-

ing to prevent it from making a revolution. 

But that's neither here nor there. The real 

fact was that the eight-hour day was, as 

Marx and Engels pointed out, in the objec-

tive interest of the working class, and that 

is the reason why you shouldn't subordi-

nate the fight for such demands to any pre-

established power scheme. 

The second task of socialists and com-

munists in the world today is basic social-

ist educa t i on and p ropaganda . 

Humank ind cannot be saved without sub-

stituting for this present society a funda-

mentally different society, what we call a 

socialist society. You can call it a society in 

transition toward communism, you can 

call it anything you want to, the label makes 

no difference, but its contents have to be 

specified, the contents of socialism as it 

wil l be accepted by the masses. When I 

speak about masses, I speak about hun-

dreds of millions of people throughout the 

world, not small groups. 

After the disastrous experiences of so-

cial democracy, Sta l in ism and post-

Staliiusm, the image of socialism can only 

be one of radical emancipation, having a 

dimension of radical feminism, radical 

defense of the environment, radical anti-

war pacifist consciousness, political plu-

ralism and total identification with human 

rights without exception. Socialism wil l 

only be accepted if it is considered radi-

cally emancipatory on a world scale with-

out exception. 

Now I come to the third condition for 

solving the terrible crisis of credibility of 

socialism on a world scale. This is the 

reunification of socialism and freedom. 

The bourgeoisie has made a terrible strate-

gic rrustake in raising the human rights 

issue against socialists the world over. This 

wil l become a boomerang hitting it again 

and again and again. But in order for that 

to happen, the reunification of socialism 

and human freedom has to be complete. 

In the mid-'20s, the traditional song of 

the Italian labour movement "Bandiera 

Rossa" contained these wonderful words, 

"Long live commimism and freedom!" One 

of the gravest crimes of Stalirusm, post-

Stalinism and social democracy has been 

to provoke the historical divorce between 

these two values. We have to get back to 

that. 

I'll just mention in passing that here in 

the United Stares, in the mid-'20s, two 

anarchists, anti-communists — they had 

absolutely no sympathy for communism 

—Sacco and Vanzetti, were condemned to 

death by the reactionary bourgeois gov-

ernment. Their cause was taken up by the 

Communist Party of the United States and 

by the Conunurust International. The fact 

that they were anarchists, anti-Commu-

nists, didn't make any difference whatso-

ever. I say with pride that our comrade 

James P. Cannon played a significant role 

in organizing that worldwide campaign 

for these two anarchists. That's the tradi-

tion we have to go back to without any 

restrictions. 

Whoever commits crimes against hu-

man rights under whatever pretext in what 

ever country should be condemned by the 

socialists-commimists of this world. That's 

the precondition to restore confidence 

among the masses in our movement. Once 

that confidence is restored we get a moral 

power, a moral credit, a moral strength 

which has ten times more punch than all 

the weapoiuy that the capitalists control. 

Revolutionary Internationalism 
I hope it is no imposition on my friends 

at the Marxist School if I say a few words 

for my organization, the Fourth Interna-

tional, before the end of this lecture. I just 

want to make one point. In today's (Febru-

ary 21,1993) New York Times, there is an 

article on the Uruguayan referendum re-

jecting privatization. Our press organ of 

the Fourth International, International 

Viewpoint, carried that information four 

weeks before the Times. Not because we 

are more clever journalists, that's not the 

point at all, or more clever theoreticians, 

but because we have a real implantation in 

As important as Marxism is 
as a science, its second basic 

component is just as 
important, and that is its 

moral component. 

the mass movement in many countries. 

The comrades just notice what's going on. 

You can't fool them; they know the score 

through their practical activity. 

A few weeks ago we had a meeting of 

our international leadership. Similarly, we 

learned from our Polish friends that after 

the reactionary parliament voted on a law 

declaring abortion illegal, in a couple of 

days time 1.8 mill ion signatures were as-

sembled by the people to call for a referen-

d u m to restore the right to abortion. 

I don't want to end my lecture on too 

positive a note! This integration of revolu-

tionary Marxists with the real mass move-

ments in many countries — not in all 

countries, it would be foolish to make that 

pretense — in and of itself does not solve 

the problem. It's just another contribution. 

We have a long uphil l struggle to restore 

the credibility of socialism-communism. 

In defense of Marxism 
Having said that, I want to tell my friends 

at the Marxist School that they are abso-

lutely right to stand for Marxism and not 

to give in the slightest way to the anti-

Marxist pressures that are all around us. 

Some are open, some more diffuse, but 

they are all around us. 

Marxism is the best thing that has hap-

pened to social thought and action in the 

last hundred and fifty years. Those who 

deny that, those who make Marxism re-

sponsible for Stalinist counterrevolution, 

for social-democratic support for colonial 

wars, are either ignorant or deliberate li-

ars. Marxism has given humankind two 

basic conquests which we have to defend, 

but with the assurance, the self-confidence, 

that we are defending a good cause. 

Marxism is the science of society. It is 

the understanding in a coherent way of 

what has been going on for the last two 

hundred years, if not much more than 

that, on the basis of a tremendous wealth 

of empirical information and without any 

valuable, even partially valuable, alterna-

tive among the social sciences. 

We make no prediction about the fu-

ture. The only scientific form of Marxism 

is open Marxism. Marxism which, like 

Marx himself said, integrates constructive 

doubt. Everything remains open to recon-

sideration, but only on the basis of fact. 

Those who do this in an irresponsible way 

without taking facts into consideration, 

those who throw away this tremendous 

tool of understanding world reality in ex-

change for nothing but skepticism, irratio-

nality, mystification or mythology serve 

no positive purpose. 

As important as Marxism is as a science, 

its second basic component is just as im-

portant, and that is its moral component. 

Marx himself formulated this in a very 

radical way. From his youth through to 

the end of his life he didn't waver for one 

minute from the definition of what he 

called the categorical imperative. That is, 

to fight against any condition in which 

h u m a n beings are despised, alienated, ex-

ploited, oppressed or derued basic human 

digruty. Whatever the pretexts are for the 

justification of such denials, we have to 

oppose them unconditionally. Understand 

that you cannot be happier than if you 

know that you have dedicated your life to 

this defense of human rights everywhere 

in the world; the defense d^the exploited, 

the oppressed, the downtrodden, the de-

spised. 

There is no better way to be a good 

human being in this world than to dedi-

cate your life to this great cause. That's 

why the future is with Marxism, i n 
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The College Community 
Immigration and Imperialism 

by Vimukthi Jayadeva 

The rulers of the US in both their Republican and 

Democratic guises are whipping up a storm of hysteria 

about the "cost" of immigration to the American people. 

Immigrants are supposedly swelling the welfare rolls, 

smuggling drugs, stealing American jobs and generally 

being quite un-american. Contrary to this big lie, immi-

grants are in general the hardest working segment of the 

working class in America. They wash dishes, pump gas, 

clean homes and offices, harvest fruits and vegetables, 

care for babies and old people, landscape lawns, trans-

port people amd do a multitude of tasks that are essential 

for the smooth functioning of society. They do this at sub-

min imum wage pay, with no benefits or security and for 

long hours. Most perform their duties with great patriotic 

fervour for their new country believing that some day 

they will achieve the American dream. 

The government and its agencies believe in the grand 

old adage,"spare the rod and spoil the child", and go 

about beating good Americanism into them.The beating 

of a young Mexican man and woman by state police 

which was caught on camera and displayed on national 

TV captured as the beating of black motorist Rodney 

King did, the ugly but usually hidden face of racist 

government policy towards the poor and the vulnerable. 

"To the casual viewer immigrants seem to suffer a great 

deal by being underworked, underpaid, and ill-treated 

the question arises why do they continue to come in great 

rivers of migration from Latin America ,West and East 

Africa, South and East Asia, Central America and the 

Caribbean Islands?" 

Any avid reader of international news will notice that 

all of these lands are plagued with problems that range 

from unemployment to civil war. For many coming from 

the US or any other Western country it is a matter of life 

and death and not a free or unpressured choice. Immi-

grants must work diligently to support their families back 

lome who without their support wil l be with out proper 

food shelter or clothing. For others it is a chance to make 

better conditions for their children who would otherwise 

be condemned to poverty, early death and joblessness. 

"So what does the US have to do with the 
sufferings of these foreign peoples?" 

Firstly, the US has been built by successive waves of 

immigrants who came here from Europe, Africa, Asia 

and Latin America. Africans and also Chinese brought 

here as slaves and indentured labor by wealthy planta-

tion owners and industrialists were instrumental in the 

early development of the US economy. The point being 

that all American citizens apart from American Indians 

are immigrants. Current US policy ignores this basic 

reality of Americanism. 

Secondly, the system of US capitalism and imperial-

ism - the quest for international dominance of US capi-

talism - has a lot to do with the miserable conditions of 

these nations and states. Imperialism ie. US, Western 

Europe and Japan, from the time of colonialism, subju-

gated the rest of the world to its economic and political 

interests. Imperialist policy has generally been charac-

terized by the use of military power, through its use or 

threat of use, for the conversion of reasonably self-

sufficient societies into a source of raw material and 

cheap labor and as a conduit for surplus capital and 

commodities for the imperialist economy. 

The advent of imperialism roughly around the turn of 

the century saw the division of the world into "protec-

torates" i.e. colonies and "spheres of influence" i.e. neo-

colonies. The history of the world ever since has been 

shaped by the competion of imperialism for global 

dominance. This gave rise to the two world wars in 

which millions of workers, peasants and poor were 

killed including many millions of imperialist subjects 

from Africa, Asia and the Americas who were totally 

deprived of the "freedom and democracy" for which they 

were supposedly fighting. 

The most recent wave of immigrants from Russia, 

Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America have 

been displaced from their native lands by the policy of US 

imperialism, who have waged a ruthless struggle to 

capture their "markets", destroying nationalized and 

public industry creating mass unemployment (e.g. Rus-

sia, Poland) and wholesale disintegration of states (e.g. 

Yugoslavia, Rwanda), creating masses of refugees. Indde 

most immigrants are in reality refugees expelled from 

their native lands by economic devastation, civil war or 

continued on page? 

Has Capitalism Changed Or Was Marx Wrong? 
ByJPPatafio 

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the "socialist 

society," Western pundits and commentators have de-

clared the Utopian project dead and buried. Some politi-

cal commentators even reach Hegelian heights declaring 

the "end of history" is here, proclaim-

ing that capitalism and democracy 

are it, in aeternum. For the layperson 
who is subject to this distortion a more 

critical account of Marxism is needed 

in order to access if "the end" is here 

and the fight for a communism dead. 

When Marx wrote Das Capital he 

did not lay out a theory for a socialist 

society. What he accomplished with 

scientific methodology and encyclo-

pedic genius was to analyze the na-

ture of capitalism and reveal its 

internal contradictions; the tendency 

towards economic crisis and class con-

flict. 

As an economic order capitalism is 

prone to the "crisis of over produc-

tion" that subsequently leads to a fall 

in the rate of profit; i.e., recessions, 

depressions. When markets are satu-

rated and commodities remain in 

warehouses unsold, therfore the sur-

plus value created by labor is unmet, 

the capitalist is forced to squeeze ad-

ditional surplus value directly from 

the source of all value, i.e., the worker. 

The pressure of the capitalist to in-

crease the rate of profit is placed upon the shoulders of the 

working class, but this does not prevent an end to the 

problem. Indeed, in only deepens the crisis further by 

further flooding the market, and driving the wages of the 

worker further down and deeper into debt. This is due to 

the fact that the means of production are privately owned 

by the capitahst class. 

The natural tendency under capitalism is to force wages 

and benefits to what Marx called the average "means of 

subsistence." The min imum amount of wages necessary 

to sustain the reproduction of the working class. At the 

same time management seeks to maximize the amount of 

production within a workday, leading to both intensified 

labour and elongated workdays. The goal of all the 

Worldwide, 33S hillioiKdirs coiifivl assets ^milcr Hniii Ihc coiidviicd 

niiminl iiicoiiics ofcoimlyics with 45 iwrccnl of the worhi's people. 

- NY Times (boiir^^eois joiinud) jiili/, 15 1996; P. /\3 

The eoiitrnilieiioii hetioeen 

the ohjeetive soeiidisiilioii of 

pivdiielion luid the nndiiteiuiiiee of 

the private appropritdiow of the 

prodiiets, profits mid iiiemis of 

prod net ion ... is preeiseli/ when the 

iiiterdepeiidenee offrnis, seetors, 

eoiiiitries nnd eontinents is at its 

most adzuuieed that the faet that the 

whole si/stem fnnetioiis on the oniers 

and profit caleiilations of a handfnl of 

eapitalist ma^^nates fiilli/ reveals its 

eeonomieidli/ absnnl aiid soeialli/ 

abhorrent nature. 

- Ernest MtimleL revolationaru inarxist 

downsizing taking place today is precisely this, which is 

why CEO's are paid record breaking millions of dollars in 

yearly income when they drive down wages so that the 

margin of profits increase. In effect the value of com-

modities are first realized at the point of production 

which is why they want more labour productivity for less 

money. 

While the working class wants security and to keep 

apace with the increased living standard afforded by 

modern -techriology,. the capitalists, driveji by their- ̂ dass 

interests demand the opposite, i.e., less security (e.g., 

temporary employment) and a lowering of living stan-

dards. The social relationship between the two classes 

can be no other way under capitalism. The constant 

antagonism between the two classes can only 

intensify, as the natural needs of each class is 

driven in opposite directions by the economic 

order. 

Then, like today, Marx revealed how this profit 

mad system leads to chaos and useless misery for 

a majority of the world's population. (Why is 

there a phobia of scarcity in a spciety of such 

material abundance? Why are a majority of 

people, one, two or three paychecks away from 

lomelessness?) The class conflict ensuing from 

such exploitative and oppressive social relations 

eventually reaches a point of crisis in which revo-

lution or counter-revolution is the end result. 

The reason why Marx placed faith in the work-

ing class to lead society to a new stage in the social 

evolution of humanity was due to its position at the 
point of production. It is the only class able to lead 

society out of its absurd (man made!) conditions 

because it has its hands on the means of produc-

tion (i.e., industry.) Forced by objective condi-

tions to protect itself, the working class will invert 

a defensive struggle into an offensive one, lead-

ing society to a new social order, socialism based 

upon the collective ownership of the means of 

production. 

Though today the class struggle in the US is 

mostly waged by the capitalist with little resis-

tance from the working class in time the ideology of the 

working class, socialism, will rise to new heights. The 

irreconcilable class antagonism can not be mediated by 

the capitalist state via temporary reforms, or by religious 

sermons. A radical rupture from capitalist relations is 

the only solution. Marx drew such conclusions from the 

analysis of capitalism back then, and today though much 

of the form has changed we face the same capitalist order 

and the same conclusion. The need to fight for socialism 

today! 
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