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“We don’t have to engage in grand, 
heroic actions to participate 

in the process of change.
Small acts, 

when multiplied by millions of people, 
can transform the world.“

Howard Zinn
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Welcome to Spring 201 I, hopefully by the time you 
are reading this some of the snow we have gotten should have 
melted. If not, wear an extra sweater and hope for the best. I 
would like to start off with a bit of musing on Islamophobia.
Many of you probably remember or still see last semester’s 
issue (or more importantly its cover floating around on cam­
pus) so please pick one up and read. I’ll wait. Ok, we good?
Let’s get on with the show. Now, if you look at our cover, the 
phrase racist,Tea Party, Republican, racist propaganda comes 
to mind. It is to my understanding that this cover may have up­
set a number of people.To that I say; bully, grow an apprecia­
tion for satire, that we regret not making our position clearer 
with the proper context. On the surface one could take the 
cover as an endorsement for racist feelings; it is not. Sad to 
say we failed at our attempt at satire, since it only works if you 
don’t have to explain the joke, as I will shortly. I feel that you 
can’t lay all the blame on us, satire has been dead since they 
gave Kissinger a Peace Prize, but I digress. In fact, this whole 
thing has reminded me of an incident during the 2008 elec­
tion when the New Yorker printed a cover depicting President 
Obama fist bumping the First Lady while wearing a turban and 
burning the Constitution.

I will admit that I was a bit incredulous at the time, when I first saw the cover, I had missed the joke 
completely. I allowed a knee jerk reaction to rule my thought process against something that I did not know 
the complete story of.This is of course something I’m loathe to admit, but /7?ej cu/pa^N\\2X. the N e w  Yorker 
was pointing out was how truly absurd all the rumors were (and still are) circling around Barack Obama. As 
Thomas Jefferson once said, “Ridicule is the only weapon which can be used against unintelligible proposi­
tions.” To the people who suspect the President of the United States is a secret Muslim- socialist-commu- 
nazi- Marxist- Maoist- Stalinist- fascist- Hitler reborn, who wasn’t born in the United States, they’re insane. 
The only proper response when people start gibbering on about nonsense and self contradicting conspiracy 
theories (ala Glenn Beck), is with a helpful dose of calling “bullshit” and ridiculing them for being the cranks 
they are.

It was with this in mind that we went to expose the inanity of, the stupid for what they are: stupid. It 
was in a fit of brilliance that one of our members came up with and drew this; it’s a damn funny cover. For this 
I will not apologize. It is so absurd for people to believe that building a community center 3 blocks away from 
the site of the former World Trade Center is “what the terrorists wanted”. It makes them look like, colossal



ignorant jack-asses.The building is the Muslim equivalent of a Jewish Community Center (a JCC), whose pur­
pose is to help the community and to put out an olive branch of understanding, so that we can stop equating 
the actions of the few to the whole. What did many people do in response? They formed mental images of 
things akin to our cover, seeing the whole affair as a larger action to subvert America via weekend terrorist 
cooking classes or some such nonsense.

It was not till after we had gone to print that we realized that maybe we had not made our position 
clear that we are against hate. I dissented and figured that anyone who had read the magazine and the posi­
tion of many of the staff would have realized what our stance was.This lead to a discussion of why people 
are lslamaphobic,to this I responded with: why are people racist in general? There is something to say about 
the way the media hypes and frightens us (especially a certain “news” channel that is only fair and balanced if 
you are somewhere to the right of Mussolini). Far too many Americans are convinced that the people of the 
Arab world (a better word is needed since many non-Arab countries get lumped into that, Iran is a notable 
example) are villains right out of Fu Manchu.

That is why we did the cover, if you believe something like what is depicted on it... you should be
ashamed for believing something incredibly ridiculous and for holding racist orientalist feelings. In the mid
1950s the Ku Klux Klan was enjoying a surge of popularity when the nascent Civil Right’s movement began 
to heat up. Besides the various Counter Intelligence Program (or Co-lntel-Pro) operations that the FBI per­
formed against them, one notable superhero did as well, Superman. At the time Superman had a radio play
(which were very popular and I sadly miss in our modern world) and in one episode, Superman fought the 
KKK.The radio play accurately presented concepts the KKK believed in and terms like Klavern, what a local

chapter of Klansmen are called and that the
leaders of these various chapters are called
Wizards. After this particular episode aired, 
there was a notable decline in membership in 
the KKK. How did Superman actually harm 
the Klan in real life? By presenting how ri­
diculous and terrible they really were. With 
this in mind I will not apologize for our cover, 
nor should any member of Third Rail; if you 
saw the cover and were offended by it, and 
didn’t actually read the magazine to gain the 
context, you are the one who is wrong.

I would like to switch gears now, and 
make a correction in regard to our previous

L l
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W h a t  P a r t  o f  L e g a l  I m m i g r a t i o n  D o n ’ t  Y o u  U n d e r s t a n d ?  MikeFiyn n  a n d  S h i k h a  D a l m m I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  T e n y  C o l o n

Opponents of illegal immigration are 
fond oftelling foreigners to “get in line’ 
before coming to work in America. But 
what does that line actually look like, 
and how manyyears (or decades) does 
it take to get through? Try it yourself!

Do you have family in the USA?

is your relative a U.S. citizen 
or lawful permanent resident?

Are you 5i<illed?

UNITED /  
:STATES  "g
CITIZEN

Are you 
that
relative’s
parent,
spouse,

Wait time 
depends 
on home 
country 
and marital 
status.

LAWFUL
PERMANENT

RESIDENT

Are you the 
spouse or 
child of a 
lawful 
permanent 
resident?

Do you have a college degree 
in a specialty occupation?

OK. Then you 
have a shot, if...

Sorry, 
you’re *
out of 
luck.

...you have 
a job offer.

Can you prove that you 
are a genius? How about 
a star athlete? Or an 
investor with $1 million?

.
Sorry! There is wrtually no 
process for unskilled 
Immigrants without relations 4. 
in the U.S. to apply for ^
permanent legal residence.
Only 10,000 green cards are 
allotted every year, and the j  
wait time approaches infinity. 
(Those who receive H-aA or 
H-aB temporary visas for 
seasonal work cannot ^
transition to a green card.) , ^

Congratulations! 
You have found 
the quickest way 
to get a green 
card, taking 12 
to 18 months. 
But you would 
have made it 
anywhere, Mr. 
Beckham.

Sorry, you’re 
out of luck.

With your green 
card you can 
become a citizen 
in five to six years.

Total time to 
immigrate and 
become a citizen: 
SIX TO SEVEN 
YEARS

Congratulations! You’ve 
found one of the easiest 
ways to become an 
American. There is no 
annual cap on the 
number of spouses, 
minor children, or parent 
of U.S. citizens who can 
enter, and they generally 
can receive green cards.

t
Single adult 

 ̂ K children: six-to- 
14-yearwait.

Married adult 
children: seven- 
to-15-year wait.

After five 
years (three 
if you’re a 
spouse), a 
green card 
holder is 
eligible to 
become a 
citizen.

Siblings of 
U.S. citizens: 
ii - to -22-year 

^  /I wait.

*

-IT

if you’re the 
child, are you a 
minor?

After you file your 
naturalization 
papers and endure 
six to 12 months of 
processing delays, 
you can take a 
language and civics 
test. Pass It, and 
you’re a citizen.

With a green card, 
you likely can 

#  become a citizen 
after six years.

Total time to 
immigrate and 
become a citizen: 
BEST CASE: SIX 
TO SEVEN YEARS

Total time to 
immigrate 
and become a 
citizen: 12 TO 
28 YEARS

Spouses and minor 
children of lawful 
permanent residents 
can apply.

4 .

Wait time 
depends on 
home 
country.
Wait time: 
five to seven 
years.

With a green card, 
you likely can 
become a citizen 
after six years.

®  ( j ) - • Are you single?

Sorry, you don’t 
qualify to apply.

Wait time 
depends on 
home country.

Wait time for a single 
adult child of a lawful 
permanent resident: 
nine to 14 years.

Total time to 
immigrate 
and become a 
citizen: 11 TO 
13 YEARS

Total time to 
immigrate 
and become 
citizen: 14 
20 YEARS

. The wait time for a green card 
is typically six to 10 years.

Is your employer willing to 
file the paperwork for a 
labor certification? And 
conduct a new job search 
for your position? And pay 
up to $ 10,000 in legal and 
other fees?

After your green card,
‘ ^  count on another five to 

six years for citizenship.

If an employer can’t 
wait six to 10 years for 
you to start work...

Sorry, you're out of luck.

...Is he willing to apply 
for your temporary work 
visa (H-iB)?

Total time to 
immigrate and 
become a citizen:
11 TO 16 YEARS >

Then you have a 50/50 chance of getting 
your H-iB, because these visas are 
capped at 85,000 per year, welt below the 
total demand. They run out on the first day 
they become available. If you are lucky 
enough to get one, you can start working in 
the country and your employer can apply for 
your labor certification and green card.

4

I

(Flynn is director of government affairs and Dalmia is a senior policy analyst at Reason Foundation. This chart was developed by Reason 
Foundation in collaboration with the National Foundation for American Policy.)
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issue. We carried an article that was 
on, yet another unintelligible propo­
sition, “Anchor Babies”.The facts in 
the article are wrong, just ashamed­
ly so, much to my great embarrass­
ment that I allowed it to be printed. 
Immigration into the U.S does not 
work that way and is hardly as easy 
as people think it is. For one; illegal 
parents who give birth to a baby 
born in the US who then gained citi­
zenship, by the same way many of us 
got it (being lucky to be born here) 
don’t get to stay and are often ei­
ther deported back to where they 
came from with or without their 
child. There is much that needs to 

change when it comes to US immigration policy, and a corner stone of that is amnesty. Let’s face it, there 
are an estimated twelve million illegal immigrants in the United States. We lack the resources, facilities, and 
manpower to “round them all up”, which if you did not get the subtle hint, would require the infrastructure
of a concentration camp system. Which, no matter what, is always wrong (Good God how far have we fallen
that this has to be stated)? Now some people have recommended a repeal of the 14th Amendment in order 
to stop the phantom threat of anchor babies, which is about as good an idea as shooting yourself in the head. 
This notion is so goddamn absurd, short sighted, historically uninformed, insane, ridiculous, idiotic and so very,
very, very stupid that these people should have been laughed out of a mental asylum. Instead they are elected
to Congress, which may or may not be the same as a mental asylum. These people are treated as proper 
statesmen, instead of having the stupid beat out of them. We’re screwed.

With that thought in mind let us return to the present 
(or as such it is as the time of this writing).We have seen a great 
many shocks occur in the world over the last few months. In 
December, a young college educated man living in Tunisia, looking 
at the despair of his life as an underemployed educated person 
tired of living in horrid economic conditions, killed himself by 
setting himself on fire.This one incident, this one single incident 
sparked civil unrest across North Africa and the Middle East, 
from Morocco to Bahrain, from Syria to Yemen, people have 
swarmed to the streets.They protest and demand an end to the 
autocratic regimes that have long oppressed them and gained



wealth by exploiting them.
Most notable is the revolution in Egypt. It has driven out a US backed dictator that has held powder 

since the early 1980s.The regime has been driven out by the people tired of poor economic conditions, of 
being repressed and a desire for democracy. Protestors took to the streets and battled the State Internal 
Security, while the army was racked with their own internal conflicts of who to back.The army after deciding 
that the situation could go on no longer took action and forced Mubarak to step down.

Protest in Tahrir Square on January 3 1, 201

Egypt isn’t in the clear just yet. With the military in control, and every single leader of Egypt since 
Nasser having come from the military, we have to wonder how democratic the new Egypt will be.At this time 
it is unknowable, but the determination that the people of Egypt have shown in their strive for democracy, 
I have high hopes for them and the rest of the world.The Arab autocracies across the region are trying to 
readjust and mitigate their problems, which isn’t working too well, since (as of this writing) ‘good old crazy 
Uncle Mummar’ doesn’t look like he’s going to be holding onto Libya for very much longer.The people of 
Bahrain clash with the police in the street, though the king has offered everyone a yearly five thousand dollar 
bribe. In response to the wave of democracy attempting to sweep away the autocrats: the dictators, despots, 
and butchers of Africa have been trying to crack down on revolts before they can start there too. With all
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the vigor I can muster, I hope they fail. Every regime from the Congo to China, to Latin America, and Europe, 
wherever despots may call home and try to keep it that way, they will fail.The tide of democracy can not be 
kept back for long and the tighter the autocrats squeeze the more of them will break upon the will of the 
people yearning for freedom.

I would like to quickly talk about Amer­
ica’s role in this. America should not be the 
center of attention, as we oft like to make 
ourselves. These are still domestic issues that 
these countries have to deal with. We should 
be questioning the continuing of the despicable 
Cold War policies that have led us to support 
and in cases install, these despots. While the 
people of these nations wish to break free 
from oppression, people fight and die in the 
streets for their freedom and human rights. 
Many Americans and pundits proclaim that 
these people aren’t ready for democracy! 
Aren’t ready for democracy!? Such bullshit 
lines can only come from the borderline racist

Bernard Lewis: during an interview with David Horovitz of the JPost, he 
states that Arabs are not ready for democracy.

American conservative pundits.To tell these people, who want to decide how they live and enjoy freedom 
that they aren’t ready for democracy because they might elect people who aren’t friendly to Western exploi­
tation; is not defending democracy, its promoting imperialism. Many people in America wonder why so many 
people around the world hate us, well maybe if we changed our foreign policies to stop openly supporting 
dictators who oppress, murder, and torture their own population maybe we wouldn’t be so reviled.

It does make me think though, in the Middle East and the rest of the world, people are reacting to 
these harsh economic times, and disasters wrought upon us by Neo-Liberal free market economics by op­
posing austerity and taking to the street. In London, students ransacked the Tory party headquarters at the 
idea of increasing tuition. What have we done in the US? We’ve had protests defending the ‘right’ of the 
Capital class to exploit the Working class, to undermine the proletariat in the gains we have made by trying 
to drive the final nail in the coffin of Unions, and advocating reducing democracy by repealing the direct elec­
tion of senators. While the average American worker feels the increasing pinch of these times, the Capital 
class and its minions have sought to further their agenda by cutting needed social programs, while expanding 
the already bloated Military-Industrial Complex.Though the Tea Party is allegedly putting defense up on the 
chopping block as well, that remains to be seen.With the way conservatives are in this country, money that’s 
devoted to caring for wounded and mentally-disturbed veterans would get cut, while weapons programs



designed to fight a country that doesn’t exist anymore go ahead unimpeded.

Allocation of US 2009 Taxes
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Ail one has to do is look at the debacle surrounding the F-22 Raptor, the first actual stealth fighter/ 
bomber. It is a plane that could be used to support ground troops in battle, but couldn’t fly at night or in any 
bad weather and that makes it just about useless. But trying to get the program scrapped or even to cut the 
number of planes ordered has been like pulling teeth. Meanwhile, cutting federal funding to Planned Parent­
hood and other health services, education, NASA, the National Endowment of the Arts, the sciences (the 
NEA and NES respectively) and PBS has been....well, its been so easy I lack a simile or metaphor to properly 
describe it.

I have written this before, but it bears repeating.The problems City, State and Federal governments 
are going through aren’t ones of bloated budgets but are revenue problems. For the last thirty years we have 
been following the Grover Norquist model of government is that government should be so small, it can be 
drowned in a bathtub. If we keep electing people who think that government has no place in society, should 
we be surprised that we have seen a dramatic decrease in the ability of government to function? When one 
staffs the National Labor Board with people who think the only rights Labour has is to shut up and take what­
ever management decides to give you, is it a surprise that we see that people are faring economically worse 
then they were thirty years ago? When we staff government with people who think that taxes are always 
evil no matter what, and should never be raised, should we be surprised that Americans have a worse social 
safety net and worse social mobility than our counterparts in Europe? We have seen the wages of American’s 
stagnate or decline since the mid 1970s, the cost of living has skyrocketed to about 3 times that in 1976.This
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means that people are still making just about, if not a little less, today then in 1976. Meanwhile everything 
costs more so people have less and less money to spend.This problem was neatly hidden for the last twenty 
years by how easy it is to get credit. Right now the only sector of the American economy that is growing is 
low paying service sector jobs.The US has the military of a Superpower, but the economy of a Third World 
Banana Republic.

S U E  O U R JO B S!
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This is of course out of the norm, since the New Deal 
wages had roughly kept pace with the cost of living.As the push 
for deregulation and Reganonomics gained steam, we see a re­
versal of this trend. As of right now (early 201 I) America has 
such a disparity in the distribution of wealth that we haven’t 
seen since the heyday of the Robber Barons and the Gilded Age. 
There are many things that need to be done, but the two that 
I’ve been trying to get at are wages and taxes, wages need to be 
readjusted, the only way to do this is to bring jobs back to the 
US and away from the cheap slave labour markets of East Asia, 
Central and South America. By raising tariffs on imported goods, 
end NAFTA, and strengthen the labour unions to advocate for 
workers rights, we can bring back jobs.The second thing, is to 
raise taxes (by a hell of a lot on the rich) but at varying degrees 
for everyone, so that we can properly fund our social safety net 
and the programs that benefit everyone, not just the wealthy.

Why would we 
want a properly funded 
social safety net? With­
out getting into the 
moral question of is 
it ok for one to sit in 

the lap of luxury while millions starve in the streets, not having one 
negatively affects all of us. Our lack of a universal healthcare system, 
like every other First World industrialized nation in the world, has 
lead to American workers being unhealthier then their counterparts 
elsewhere. American’s “pay to play” healthcare system is far more 
expensive while delivering “fewer bangs for the buck” than universal 
healthcare systems. Businesses are able to operate more freely and 
profitably since they do not have to provide for the healthcare of 
their workers (even with the higher taxes).
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Ok, so Universal Healthcare may not be a di­
rect care for you, the 18-25 year old student who is 
going to live forever. If I may remind you, the College 
of Staten Island is a CUNY, a City University of New 
York. Meaning a vast majority of our funding comes 
from the City, followed by State and Federal funding, 
with the tuition we pay making up a small fragment 
of it, well relatively small. But if the City, State and 
Federal government cut funding to CUNY, it will re­
quire a raise in tuition in a bid to cover the budget 
gap. This means it costs more to come here, which
means less and less people are able to afford an education, i.e. us, the students.This is why we have so many 
issues here at CSI and (well I can’t speak from experience only from extrapolation) other CUNY’s.

If you head over to the south side of campus at night, in between buildings 2S and 3S is one light 
post what is noticeably brighter than the (few) ones around it.The difference between this lamp-post and 
the others around it is it is lit by high-powered LEDs. LED lights are much brighter than standard bulbs used 
for these types of purposes as well as thirty percent more energy efficient and have a longer usage life.The 
downside to these LED lights is that they are expensive.The lights would make the campus after dark safer, 
and save the school money since less energy has to be expended to actually sufficiently light the campus. Let’s 
not discuss the maintenance issues on campus, from buildings falling apart with gaping holes in their ceilings, 
to broken emergency doors and roofs that leak like a sieve in the slightest of rainstorms; hell, these are full 
blown articles all by themselves.

The condition of CSI is a microcosm in the United States; our infrastructure is falling apart.The only 
way to fix this is by resisting the neo-liberal economics pushed by the conservatives in this country and fight 
for one that functions. Maybe we as Americans should be looking to the Middle East to fix our crumbling 
democracy.

As Ever

Comrade Mike.



The Michigan YouTuhe Case and American Cuitnre

By: Jesse Yu

When I read about some aspects of American culture I feel like banging my head against a wall. Some­
times I’m ashamed to be an American. Many Western democracies, like those in Europe and Canada, have 
adopted lax censorship laws to keep up with the changing times. Certain parts of America, however, still cling 
to their puritanical origins. Perhaps they hope that if they stick their collective fingers in their ears and yell 
really loudly, they can still pretend that it is the 1950s and nothing has changed from that time. Upon reading 
of the controversy over George Carlin’s 1972 routine “Seven Dirty Words,” feelings of disgust overwhelmed 
me. Fourty years after Carlin’s routine, the same feelings of disgust stirred within me over an online article.

This story concerned a 21 year old Michigan resident who is facing felony charges which could land 
him 20 years in jail.What did he do to deserve this hard time in prison? Sell drugs? Armed robbery or bur­
glary? Rape? Commit assault or murder? The truth is he did none of the above. Instead, Evan Emory was 
arrested and arraigned for posting a video on YouTube. No joke, the local prosecutor has charged him with 
“manufacturing child sexual abusive materials,” aka producing virtual child pornography, for posting a video 
on the internet.

Evan Emory Playing the Guitar fronn 
the YouTube video in question

How did this happen, you ask? Back in January, Emory got per­
mission from a local elementary school to film a class of first 
graders as he sang a song to them. He did so, filming their reac­
tions as he sang an innocuous song about a lunch lady to them. 
However, once the first graders had left the room, Emory then 
filmed himself singing a sexually explicit song in the same room. 
He then spliced the two videos together to make it seem like 
he was singing the sexually explicit song to the grade-schoolers. 
He then posted the video to YouTube and showed it at a local 
open mic night at a club.The trouble started when the parents of 
the children featured in the video heard about it being shown at 
that club and that it had been posted on YouTube.Those parents 
brought it to the attention of the principal of the elementary 
school, who later informed the county prosecutor’s office. Emory 
was arrested and charged soon after.

My first reaction to hearing about this was shocked disbelief.A guy being arrested for posting a video 
on YouTube, and charged with a felony that carried a 20 year sentence? That couldn’t be true! Not in this 
day and age! It had to be some sort of mistake. As I read more about the case, I understood that things like 
this still happen in this country. My next reaction was anger at the utter stupidity of this case. A charge that 
carried a 20 year sentence being leveled at a guy who does the same thing that the late night comedians get 
paid to do every night on their television shows? Why not arrest Letterman and Leno, Stewart and Colbert, 
Conan and Fallon for doing the exact same thing? Why not prosecute the producers, directors, and actors 
associated with television shows on Comedy Central who do the same thing? Some may say that these ex­



amples are ineligible for prosecution due to the release forms that the parents of the children who appear on 
these shows inexorably have to sign, but what is the real difference between the two? The failure to obtain a 
release form is a civil matter, not a criminal one that necessitates an arrest for a crime equivalent to creating 
child pornography!

The stupidity of the prosecutor in this case also amazes me.Tony Tague, the prosecutor in question, 
is determined to take this case to trial. He is refusing to dismiss the charges even after being presented with 
the original two videos in their unedited forms before being spliced together. Instead, he has decided to move 
ahead with the prosecution, charging Emory with a statute that makes it a crime to create material that pres­
ents even th e  appearance o f  chi/dren b e in g a b u sed '^2\(S statute classifies said material as child pornography. 
Tague apparently wants to make an example of Emory, as evidenced by him going for the child pornography 
charge. A conviction would require Emory to register as a sex offender, something that would stick with 
and negatively impact the rest of his life. While Emory has been released on bond, due to the nature of the 
charges, he is not allowed to have contact with children until the trial. It seems obvious to me as well as a 
majority of those who have read the story, that these charges are basically trumped up bullshit.There was 
a Supreme Court ruling in 2002 that stated virtual representations of children being abused do not consti­
tute child pornography. A recall campaign forTague is gathering steam, based off of this and other perceived 
abuses of power. Supporters of Emory, including the (in)famous group known as Anonymous, have performed 
acts of cyber-vigilantism againstTague’s actions such as: spamming his voicemail, email, his office fax machines, 
and taking down his website for a time.

However, some in the area and around the country seem to think that the charges are justified, 
judging by the reactions from angry parents and the back and forth on the comments sections of the news 
websites reporting on this story and its subsequent follow-ups.There has been talk of a generational divide 
between those who grew up with the internet and those who are older. Many in the younger generation 
believe that Emory’s actions were a joke done in bad taste, compared to those of the older generation who 
believe that Emory should be prosecuted to the full extent of the law. Some of those who are supporting 
Tague in his prosecution of Emory have accused supporters of Emory of being unfit to raise children because 
they see nothing criminal about his actions.

Reactions like this remind me of the sorry cultural state of this country. For those who don’t believe 
that this country is in such a sorry state, consider that America has the lowest percentage of public accep­
tance of the Theory of Evolution in the First World. Consider that we live in a country where atheists are 
considered the least trustworthy minority group by the population at large and where being one is a liability 
in any election. This is a country where the Parents Television Council can attempt to dictate what gets 
shown on TV and levy fines based off of their religious views using mail-in campaigns to the FCC. Sometimes I 
wish I lived in either Canada or Western Europe so I wouldn’t have to deal with all this cultural bullshit. While 
I do feel pretty insulated from all of that craziness living here in New York, I am constantly reminded that all 
I need to do is head west or south and I might as well be in a different country, as cultural norms change.



A Normal New York Repulilican?

By; Earl Gatchalian

Ever since NYPIRG handed me a voting form back in 2000, I’ve become an active voter, i’ve also been 
right about 66% of the time in the presidential election. 1 am a republican.

Already there should be thoughts of me being an idiot, or super religious, hating the rights of colored 
people and women, and just generally a guy you wouldn’t want to talk to. I am none of these things, with the 
exception of being an idiot, probably because I vote for the GOP every time knowing my state would always 
support the opposite. Am I a conservative? Yes. Am I a bit liberal on things? Yes. Do I want my country 
to work? Of course. Do I hate democrats? Are they calling me an idiot? If yes, then who wouldn’t hate an 
asshole who calls complete strangers idiots?

Growing up on Staten Island and being a part of an Asian family has skewed my political values a bit. 
My mother and father are both very religious Catholics because they come from the Philippines. To anyone 
unfamiliar with that place, it is the third largest catholic country in the world behind Brazil and Mexico. Al­
most seventy four million people out of ninety two million are Catholic. We also have a ceremony on Easter 
where people literally nail themselves to crosses. I can’t say I agree with the practice but who am I to judge 
the devout? But, before you go and google me passing out communion wafers I like the rest of you do not 
go that far into the religion. I do go every Sunday I’m available, tithe two US dollars and proceed to have a 
hefty dinner and plan the rest of my week. Also my best friend is Jewish and I was the best man at his Jewish 
wedding. He’s a casual communist and an unregistered voter. I think I chose my company well.

I’m a colored person. Living in NY, the Republicans here wouldn’t want to really mess with us, pretty 
much because we outnumber everyone. Other states say some pretty insensitive things, but 1 doubt they’d 
want to openly tell us to return to making railroads and picking cotton (we have machines that do that now) 
if we outnumbered them. The crazy republicans in the other states do not represent me. They will never 
represent me. I don’t vote for them, nor would. 1 think people forget that states are like little countries with 
their own laws, populations, and cultures. They are closed minded enough to think every state should be 
exactly like their own state. How could that be possible? That would be one boring place to live. (North 
Korea)

Women’s rights, are they still fighting for more? Aren’t they equal by now? If I looked at a big cor­
poration and they decided to pay women less, who am I to say no to that? If I elect a mayor or republican 
president, is it their job to send a mass email to big companies to make women get paid more? My opinion 
on abortion is that I have no opinion. I have no opinion because I am a man. If a woman wants to kill a fetus, 
it’s up to her to decide what value that fetus has. Will I want to pay for the abortion with my tax dollars 
should there be some universal health care initiative? No, because I don’t want my money killing someone 
else’s baby. What if that baby were to save the world and fifty cents of my tax money kills that particular kid? 
When I die God will look at me and say,“Dude, you know you helped kill my son right?” “Was it that abor­
tion 1 made my girlfriend get after the prom?” “No.” “What about the abortion from the girl I was going out 
with my sophomore year of college?” “Not that one.” “Oh wait how about the girl I was with while working 
at the United Nations. She went back to Korea and got an abortion there. Does that count? I mean that

wasn’t even in the same country.” “No Earl it was Michael Reed, son of Marcy Thompson.” “Well who the 
hell is that?” “Strike two.” “Oh God Damn it.” “Strike three, express elevator downstairs,” “Fuck me.” “For 
the rest of eternity” f did march at one of those pro life rallies because my mom wanted me to go and my 
dad was worried that she was going to be assaulted in Washington DC. I honestly didn’t care. I did get a free 
sandwich out of it.

When I was born here I was shipped back to the Philippines. 1 lived on a farm and was taught English 
while I was over there. My grandfather was a World War 2 veteran, who was an air traffic controller for the 
U.S. Navy whose purpose at the time was to turn the Japanese into ash. The Gatchalian family was a coalition 
of Scientists and Engineers, but a lot of the children went into military service. The military service gave my 
cousins the chance to not do what tbeir parents wanted them to do. To live their own lives. They have fami­
lies and some of the cutest kids you’d ever see. Do I enjoy war? Some people say we republicans love war 
more than anyone. I would never want to see my relatives put into the line of fire under any circumstance. 
We spend tons of money on the giant American war machine, and how can we not support those purchases 
when our beloved cousins, brothers, sisters, sons are embedded into that lifestyle? If I ever raised my hand 
to go against money towards the military, it feels like one less steel patch protecting my family members. It’s 
kinda like a hostage crisis if you think about it. If the media tells me that there is an atomic weapon some­
where in the world in the hands of a country that wants to use it against us, why wouldn’t we want to use 
what we believe is the most sophisticated military force in the world to deal with it? During the Gulf war in 
Kuwait against Iraq the entire coalition lost 392 people out of the 960,000 involved. 1 accept the responsibil­
ity for my vote, but then am I responsible for voting for Bush even knowing he wasn’t going to get the state 
of NY’s electoral votes?

I don’t think I’m a Republican anymore (I’m still registered but you know on the inside, not really), 
but 1 don’t want to be a democrat because they just don’t have the morality I have. But when Democrats 
call Republicans stupid, that’s just uncalled for. If you call a person stupid every single day, they are going to 
shoot you in the face. As a kid who grew up in public school, I could totally understand. It’s what happens 
when education reform ignores you and colored people don’t mingle. When a place isn’t as diverse as ours, 
it just seems alien. They’re just following what the “evil” people in charge of that state make them believe, 
and we are made to believe the crazy things we believe in. You need to realize we are all trapped. We can 
follow whatever party we want to and still nothing will get done. These party loyalties, the fantasy that we’re 
all made to believe and join is keeping us from coming together and doing what we should’ve done during 
the Alan Greenspan years. Fire everyone involved in our government. We no longer control them with elec­
tions because they are paid off by giant corporations to exploit us. We are told to work much harder for less 
money but there are so many corporations making record profits. How can you focus when you’re attached 
to the different foreign nations we’re fighting with or Charlie Sheen? You can’t just remain blind forever.

Please, we need to simply respect each other, and wait for the right opportunity to show them that 
we won’t be manipulated by them anymore. All of these rich politicians on top, they do not care about you 
no matter how much they say they do.
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Queer Palestine
Bu: Nadia Kader

A major problem that all Palestinians face is occupation. Because of the daily struggle for equal rights 
in Israeli occupied Palestine, the Queer movement has not been able to get the necessary attention. “Occu­
pation hinders any form of activism...occupation ends, then feminism and women’s rights, then maybe Queer 
rights.” Ghadir also urged the audience to visit the occupied territories to see for themselves what it is like 
under Israeli control.

On February 10th, 201 I, I was lucky enough to attend the Palestinian Queer Activists forum at the 
CUNY Grad Center The two representatives of queer Palestinian women were Haneen and Ghadir, from 
alQaws: For Sexual and Gender Diversity in Palestinian Society and ASWAT: Palestinian Gay Women, respec­
tively. Because of the danger the activists face if they could be identified back home, no photos or video 
could be taken. Katherine Acey, founding Executive Director ofThe Astraea Lesbian Fund for Justice, and 
lesbian Arab activist, moderated the event.

ASWAT, formed in 2002, is the first Queer Women’s organization located in the Palestinian territo­
ries. Two lesbians met in an online chat room and were shocked to discover that they were both Palestin­
ian. Palestinian society is deeply homophobic. In fact, until they met, each of these women had believed that 
she was the only queer Palestinian woman in the world. After much anxiety, the two decided to meet in 
person and the group expanded from there to become what is now known as ASWAT, a place where queer 
women can meet in a safe and supportive space. Contrary to popular belief, homosexuality is not criminal­
ized in Palestinian society. Palestine, Egypt and Lebanon are the only three countries in the region that do 
not criminalize homosexuality. However, homosexuality is not spoken of at all. Queer individuals living in 
these regions do not feel comfortable being “out,” therefore, ASWAT does most of their work underground. 
“Queer Palestinian Law is not the case; it is the society that needs to be changed,” declared Ghadir.

Haneen, who represented alQaws, is openly gay in her hometown of Jerusalem. alQaws started in 
2001 as a grassroots, community-based organization that works with LGBTQ Palestinians throughout Israel 
and Palestinian occupied territories. Ghadir lives in a self described “gray area,” where she is closeted at 
home and to certain friends. She explored her sexuality in college and is open in the workplace.

One of the issues discussed was “pinkwashing.” Homosexuality is not illegal in Palestine, per se, but 
because Palestinian society is so homophobic, queer Palestinians face many issues of oppression at home. In 
response to this, Israel has initiated the so-called pinkwashing campaign; an effort to paint itself as a queer- 
friendly nation in order to distract attention from the Palestinian “problem.” Israel is trying to divide the 
Palestinian population by seducing this particular minority, presumably in the hopes that queer Palestinians 
will speak out in the international community in favor of their good treatment by Israel.

However, the Palestinian queer community has not been fooled. They are,first and foremost, Palestin­
ian. They have suffered under an Israeli naval blockade, which has prevented international aid from reaching 
them. They have watched job opportunities taken from them and given to foreign-born immigrants. They 
have endured walls and checkpoints and armed soldiers limiting their movements and hindering their op­
portunities. As Haneen said to the audience, “ I don’t know why the sexuality of the soldier standing at the 
checkpoint matters. It’s that he’s there at all that matters.”

Before I visited the Palestinian territories, I never had any interest in my ethnicity. I only identified 
as an Arab when people asked me “what I was.” During my visit, I witnessed countless acts of oppression 
by Israeli soldiers against Palestinian people. I learned that Palestinian people in the territories were not al­
lowed to pass checkpoints into Israel without permits, could not use certain roads and highways that Israelis 
used, and had to have different colored license plates on their cars. Also, the checkpoints made traveling a 
real hassle; what should take about an hour traveling from work to home and vice versa took three hours or 
more. I once walked through a checkpoint, went shopping for over an hour, came back to discover that the 
same people were waiting to get into the city. The line had not moved at all and nobody was being searched. 
The soldiers were keeping them in line for their own amusement.

The event was packed; at least seventy-five people were turned away because the room was at ca­
pacity. The audience learned more from those two hours about occupied Palestine and Queer Palestinians 
than they could have from any news channel. They were able to talk to the people who live there, the people 
who face oppression and discrimination every day single day. It was truly inspirational to see their courage 
and resolve. Sarah Schulman, Distinguished Professor of the Humanities at the College of Staten Island, who 
helped organize and raised money for the tour, had this to say;“Their oppression is so immense and yet they 
managed to integrate resistance to occupation with feminism and Queer desire, and I think this is so inspiring. 
They are so far ahead of us.”

AS\¥AT ' Pafestinian Goy 'Women
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Interview With %

]y ; M ichael i l e y

I sat down with the President of Student Government for an interview. Here it is;

nent President: 
Jolanta Smulski

T hird  R ail; My f ir s t  q u e s t io n , a s  a  s tu d e n t ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  b e lie v e  t h e  r o le  o f  s tu d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  
sh o u ld  be?

Jolanta Smulsl<i: Well, the easiest way to answer that question would be by thinking about before I 
actually got involved with Student Government.To be honest, I didn’t really care about Student Gov­
ernment because I didn’t think it actually did anything. I saw some signs about some scholarships, 
and I knew that they donated $20,000 a year for students to buy textbooks, but I didn’t really know 
anything: the kind of administration they have, how well they promote themselves, if they really put 
themselves out there to the students. I don’t think that the Student Government at the time was do­
ing that. So I didn’t recognize them at all.

W W W .T i- R A IL , ilF .c o m .. -



T R ; B e fo r e  y o u  jo in e d  y o u  k n e w  w e  h ad  a  s tu d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  it w a s n ’t  rea lly  
p u b lic . D id  y o u  h a v e  an  id e a  a b o u t  w h a t  r o le  S tu d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  sh o u ld  h o ld  in t h e  h ie ra rc h y  
o f  t h e  sch o o l?

|S; Definitely. I felt that Student Government should really represent students by being in constant 
contact with faculty and administration and students; by maintaining a dialogue between all three 
groups. It’s hard to maintain that communication between all three groups, especially when the faculty 
and the administration don’t get along.

T R ; N o w , a s  t h e  S tu d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  P r e s id e n t , w h a t  d o  y o u  th in k  t h e  r o le  o f  s t u d e n t  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  sh o u ld  be?

]S:When I joined Student Government, I wanted actually three things. One was to get more students 
involved. Number two, to change the constitution because I think it is very limiting, it limits our role 
[Student Government’s] entirely.Three,to push for the Student Activity Fee to be increased. Which is 
kind of controversial. I recognize that a lot of very important groups are funded by the Student Activ­
ity Fee, and are not sustainable by the current Student Activity Fee. I would hate to see less sports 
teams, less group fitness classes offered. I would hate to see less clubs, or for the Health & Wellness 
center to shut down, or. the Child Care Center. It’s a tragedy how the economy is affecting us at CSI. 
That’s something I’m really passionate about.

T R :Y ou  sa id  y o u  w o u ld  like t o  s e e  m o r e  s tu d e n t  in v o lv e m e n t .  H o w  w o u ld  y o u  lik e t o  s e e  t h e  
s t u d e n t  b o d y  g e t  m o r e  in vo lved ?

]S:Well I would like to model things after what Baruch College is doing.The way they utilize Facebook 
is amazing! They have two different groups, one, called USG of Baruch, and then another one called 
Party With Baruch, they both have a thousand or more members.They have so many people interact­
ing with them online.The USG Facebook group posts videos of their meetings, interviews with the 
different officers. And the Party with Baruch, is run by two people who take pictures of events.They 
kind of make it like a hip thing to go to an event; you’ll photographed, you’ll see your picture on face-



book, you know what I mean? It allows people to visualize what these events are like, and it makes 
them want to be part of it. I would love to see that kind of involvement here, and the way they pushed 
that was through social media.

T R : D o  y o u  th in k  w e  h a v e  su ch  lit t le  in v o lv e m e n t  in th is  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  w e  a re  c o n s id e r e d  a  
c o m m u te r  sch o o l?

|S:Yeah, sure. If we had dorms students would stay on campus and go to these events.They would 
start clubs, they would get involved, they would go to a game. Stuff like that. So that definitely plays

a huge factor. I know that 
if there were more people 
who were more interested 
in getting students involved, 
then it could definitely hap­
pen.

T R ; D o  y o u  a lso  th in k  th a t  
t h e  th in g s  t h a t  d o  h a p p e n  
o n  c a m p u s  a r e n ’t  v e r y  w e ll  
a d v e r t ise d ?  F or e x a m p le ,  
S tu d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  h o s t ­
ed  a  c o n t e s t  fo r  a  m u ra l in 
t h e  G a m e -R o o m , b u t I had  
h ea rd  th a t  it  w a s  c a n c e le d  
b e c a u s e  o n ly  o n e  p e r s o n  
had  s u b m it te d  a  d e s ig n .

]S: Oh no, it wasn’t canceled! We 
actually had two submissions af­

ter a period of about a month. We had two competing ones. I don’t know who the winner is yet, but we saw 
the designs and they were excellent.

International Dance Night 2010



T R iW h a t  d o  y o u  th in k  w o u ld  b e  a  g o o d  w a y  fo r  S tu d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  an d  t h e  c o l le g e  in g e n ­
era l t o  a d v e r t is e  t h e  e v e n t s  th a t  g o  o n  h ere?  O fte n , w e  w o n ’t  h e a r  a b o u t  an  e v e n t  u n til t h e  day  
a fte r  it h a s h a p p e n e d .

]S:Yeah, that’s right.That happend to me a lot, until I started researching all the events myself. Basi­
cally, I would take my planner, I would go on CSItoday.com, CFAshows.com, collegiatelink.net and 
CSIdolphins.com and I would just fill up my planner It wasn’t easy. Everything is spread out, and I 
thought what if I did this for everybody? W hat if I made this cool calendar where I could compile all these 

different websites together, and just give it to people? Tell them where they can get concrete details about 

events.That’s how Time Out CSI was born.The Student Government Newsletter

T R :T h e  O ff ic e  o f  S tu d e n t  L ife h a s  tw o  T V s fa c in g  t h e  e n tr a n c e  o f  t h e  C a m p u s  C e n te r . C a n  t h e  
v a r io u s  c lu b s  an d  o r g a n iz a t io n s  g e t  a  fly e r  th a t  ca n  b e  d isp la y ed  o n  t h o s e  T V s a s  a d v e r t is e ­
m e n ts?

]S: Clubs actually can submit a flyer, and Greg Brown [in the Office of Student Life, IC-201 ] will put 
it on the screens down there.The problem is whether the clubs do that or not. It’s up to each indi­
vidual entity to do that or not.

TR: D o  y o u  fe e l  th a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  S tu d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  C o n s t i tu t io n  is lim itin g ?

]S:Yes, yes it is. Mostly, it has to do with how people are elected. I can’t begin to tell you how much 
I hate losing people on Student Government! The main issue is that we have these 25 positions, yet, 
in order to replace people, we have to wait months according to the constitution. If we lose people 
between June and October, we have to wait all the way till November to elect new people to fill 
those positions.

T R ; R eally , t h e r e ’s n o  p r o v is io n  fo r  an  e m e r g e n c y  e le c t io n ?

]S: No! And if we lose people between November and February, we have to wait till February to fill 
those seats. If we lose some seats in February after the mid-term elections, then those seats will 
stand empty. I think that’s ridiculous! It should be just like CSI Association, where if you lose the



person, then whoever [was the] runner up in the general election takes that seat. It should be that 
way. But it doesn’t work that way. I don’t know what the people who drew up the Constitution were 
thinking. Can you believe that [Student Government’s] Constitution was just approved by the Board 
of Trustees? They drew it five, six years ago! I can’t believe that there’s such a gap that the current 
Student Government has to deal with what people wanted back then. You know what I mean? It 
just hurts our ability to get things done, or to hold quorum for meetings.That’s the most important 
thing that needs to be changed.

TR: A ny  o th e r th ings abou t th e  co n s titu tio n  you find  lim iting?

]S:A lot of people find that how the seats are proportioned. Freshman vs. Sophomore vs. Senior, 
also Graduate Students, they don’t like it. For example, I don’t think it’s enough to just have one 
Grad-student represent the entire program. I know that the current Graduate Senator has told me 
he feels like he doesn’t have any peer support, because we don’t know what he’s going through.We 
don’t know what it’s like for a grad student to pay for Graduate School, or to try to find the funds 
for that. It’s a completely different ball game than it is for Bachelor’s Degrees. I wish we could have 
one more grad student.

TR:You m en tioned  th e  proposed increase o f th e  S tuden t A c t iv ity  Fee w h ich  is a ve ry  c o n tro ­
versia l sub je c t.W ou ld  i t  e ffec tive ly  requ ire  a tu it io n  increase?

]S; No. It’s completely independent of the tuition.The Student Activity Fee for full time students is 
seventy four dollars. As you know, the Board of Trustees increased the tuition by five percent.That’s 
what’s changed; the Student Activity Fee didn’t change at all. It’s completely independent; it actually 
hasn’t changed in eleven years, which is why it’s not sustainable. And it can only be increased every 
ten years.The next Student Activity Fee increase you would see, if it happens this year, is in ten years 
from now.



TR: W h a t do you th in k  w ou ld  be a good ta rg e t n um be r to  have th e  S tuden t A c t iv ity  Fee in ­
creased to?

]S: Personally, I think it should be raised by twenty five dollars.The Student Activity Fee is propor­
tioned by group, right? Each has a certain percentage; Sports & Recreation gets the most, Student 
Government .... I don’t know if we actually get the second most, but it’s somewhere up there.Then 
you have Child Care, Health & Wellness, Clubs, CAB, etc. A solid increase, and all the groups would 
get the help they need. We’d all be able to continue. We have some really excellent programs that 
WSIA radio, what they’re doing for students is amazing! They’re letting students work in a radio sta­
tion, and learn about radio stations; DJing, music technology, music engineering. I don’t know how 
many other CUNYs have that.That’s just awesome. I think that makes us very unique to have such 
a great opportunity. So I wouldn’t want to see the radio station shut down.

TR ;T he re  are a lo t o f p rog ram s th a t S tu den t G o ve rnm en t o ffe rs to  he lp th e  s tu d en t body, such 
as scho larsh ips. Please, te ll us m o re  a b ou t them ?

|S; We have scholarships that are offered through the academic departments, and we’ve increased 
the number of scholarships this year to nine. This time there are nine different academic depart­
ments that are giving these scholarships. What basically happens is that the faculty of that depart­
ment determines a student that is doing extremely well in their classes, and awards that student the 
scholarship. Also, we do essay contests through the different commissions; Student Services, Aca­
demic & Co-Curricular Affairs especially. Students have to just submit essays, and the contests are 
excellent.They can be up to a thousand dollars towards your tuition, and it’s not just a blank check.
It does go towards your tuition, and if you’re graduating you do get the money too.

TR iThese  scho larsh ips, th e re ’s a lim ite d  n um be r and th e y  on ly  te nd  to  b e ne fit a sm a ll p o r t io n  
o f th e  s tu d en t b o d y .W ha t does S tuden t G o ve rnm en t do fo r  th e  s tu d en t body as a whole? W h a t  
p rog ram s are th e re  fo r  eve rybody else?

]S: What we actively do through the commissions is organize a whole series of events in collabora­
tion with the Office of Student Life and CAB. Every month we have some events going on, and we 
invite the whole student body to participate. We also welcome students to come to our meetings.



because we always want their input directly. We want them to be part of the discussion, be part 
of the conversation and tell us what’s missing. Actually, a section in the newsletter that I started is 
called “Dear SG.” It’s very simple and to the point; we get love letters and hate mail.That’s what I 
like to call it. We get letters about the coffee hour which we offer every single night of the week; 
free coffee to all students. If they’re taking day classes, night classes, it doesn’t matter. If they’re on 
campus, they can drop by. Sometimes we even have food, and students love writing about it.We get 
so many letters about it.We’re always connecting students to different clubs, different organizations 
on campus.We are the ones who help students start a club in the first place, and we help students 
create a group for them.We don’t discriminate; you can start any kind of club you want, as long as it 
follows the rules. It has to be open to all students and you have to have at least five officers and ten 
members.That’s it. We actually fund a lot of different programs on campus that are not organized 
by our office.The Finance Commission gets proposals every month for things like the new student 
orientation, I know over the years we’ve sponsored a lot of cultural events on campus. So whenever 
we get proposals from students, we help them do it. We provide a great service to students.

T R iW h a t are yo u r views on s tuden t rights?

]S: I don’t think we have a problem with student rights, but we do definitely need to push for im­
provements in them. For example, helping students change a grade that they think is unfair, or 
helping students communicate with the different Department Chairs about trying to pursue their 
major by more than just taking classes. Like doing research, writing thesis papers with a professor 
they are unable to do alone. Also, I really think that the Registrar and Academic Advisement, those 
two offices need to improve. Students complain to me all the time that they have so much trouble 
registering for classes. They can’t get classes and the Academic Advisors that they see give poor 
advisement.They’re not helpful at all. I think that goes hand-in-hand with student rights. We have 
the right to Academic Advisement and the right to take the classes that we need and want, and the 
fact is some students aren’t able to. What we try to do, as Student Government, is to help those 
students.The College Council presented this list of grievances to Advisement. We’ve been meeting 
with different administrators and directors to tell them “we want to work with you,” and they said 
“we want to work with you too, how can we do this? How can we get better advisement? How can



we get more class availability and help students schedule their classes?” A lot of it has to go through 
petitions, which we help push through. One thing that was pushed through by a Senator on Student 
Government, Ali Shah, was the Arabic language class.That was all him. He started a petition, he’s the 
Academic & Co-Curricular Affairs Commissioner, and he basically did it himself. He did have to work 
with getting it approved by the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee and the Modern Language 
Department to accept it, but it happened. It worked, and it was by one of our own senators.There’s 
a process to everything, and we just have to try to help the students make that process better.

T R ; H ow  vN^ould you f ix  th e  CSI and C U N Y  system  as a whole?

|S;That’s the ten billion dollar question.

T R : L e t ’s say b lank check. E ve ry th in g  you cou ld  do to  f ix  CSI and C UNY , w h a t w ou ld  you do?

]S:This, I think, would fix the CUNY system as a whole. A lot of people aren’t going to like it, but 
CSI isn’t the only school in the system that has open admissions. This academic year we had so 
many people on the wait list because we had so many applicants. If you apply to Hunter or Baruch, 
you can’t get in if you have a low CPA or SAT scores.You have to meet a standard, and CSI doesn’t 
even have that standard.We have other community colleges that are like that, and I understand that 
the community colleges are there to help students who may not have had that GPA, but we’re not 
supposed to be a community col lege. We’re supposed to be a senior college.We should have some 
kind of standards, just so that we can compete academically.That should go across the board for all 
CUNYs.We do have some excellent programs from different schools. City College has the Colin 
Powell Center for International Studies, which is amazing.They provide grants to students, and they 
send students abroad.They have scholarships, internship opportunities, and I think that’s wonderful. 
I think every CUNY school, just like CSI, just like City College, every school can have their great 
academic emphasis. I don’t think we get rated high enough at all, and the reason for that, I think, is 
that we’re not Ivy League or private.



TR ; People w ill pay a lo t fo r  co llege; n o t th e  degree b u t th e  nam e on th e  degree.

JS: Definitely, they’re pretty much paying for the brand name.Whereas here in CUNY, your education 
is what you make of it. I firmly believe in that. If you want to be an average student, you can. If you 
want to excel, you can, but it goes back to the student; they have to take the initiative to express 
that interest. They’re only hurting themselves if they don’t ask questions, if they don’t participate 
in class discussions, if they don’t talk to their professors outside of classes. So, in order to fix the 
CUNY system, to sum it up: It’s the responsibility of the students, faculty and administration.They 
don’t necessarily have to work together, but they all have to do their job. Students have to do their 
research, take the initiative to make their education what they really want it to be.The faculty really 
needs to take the initiative to engage their students. I’ve seen faculty who teach out of the textbook, 
and they could care less.That needs to change.The administration really needs to listen to their 
Student Governments.The Student Government feels the pulse of the student body, and can tell 
the Administration where they’re lacking.This is what we need to put money towards, this is how 
you can improve the school. If all three groups were doing their jobs, we would have a much better 
CUNY and a better College of Staten Island.

TR :Thank you ve ry  m uch . I t  was ve ry  en ligh ten ing  

]S:You’re welcome. I had a lot of fun.
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Jifliiî il̂ lli i yii!.. r'.%̂i.||,
Not conceived in love, ? 
sculpted by pressure.
Not born into the world, 
burst volcanically to life.
It is the Stone.
shards of diamond and glass do not attack,
If it strikes, a fist shall bleed all the same.
It strikes to prevent the Stone from harming, 
then Fist blames Stone for the cuts it suffered, 
so the Fist must strike again 
against the Stone that will not break, 
more painful bleeding is the Fists reward.
Body asks the Fist to relent, 
the pain is plain to see.
The Anger compels the Fist onward 
It believes the Stone is a weapon 
Where Anger points, the Fist will strike 
and the Stone takes all the blame.



The Internet: A TggI For ttie People
}y; Chun Horn

Note: Please use the internet to do research on the people, events, and terms that are not clear to you.

To many the internet is a tool to get work done whether it is used for research or collaboration. Oth­
ers use it as a source of information, information ranging from news to the opinions of others on the likes of 
Facebook and Twitter. Meanwhile, the rest use it for business, for the purchase or sale of services and goods. 
The internet has become the town square of the world. Information is traded between people every moment 
of every day, people become their own publishers, but more importantly people connect. For the internet’s 
on-going and potential role in the development of the human race, it has been turned into a resource that 
governments fight over, usually against their people, to control.

The US military has the technology to force connections and communications into an area or country 
that has cut off communications (be it voice or data).The only problem is that doing so is an act of war.The 
military has aircraft that can be used to beam AM, FM signals for radio as well as UHF and VHF for televi­
sion.There are also planes that fly around and restore internet access to blacked out areas.Then there are

attachments that can be mount­
ed onto planes and drones that 
could bring both cellular and 
data services to the area or 
population. The approach re­
quires specialized devices that 
can be smuggled into the area 
with relative ease. Then there 
are the satellites that can make 
a more permanent approach at 
re-establishing connection with 
the right satellite dishes. Keep in 
mind that what the US can give, 
it can also take away, as other 
countries have done.

The recent protests in 
the Middle East have led to the 
ousting of two autocratic rulers 

as of this writing. The people there protest the current state of their countries, their ineffectual and usu­
ally oppressive governments, and the crimes committed by the government. Several events have led to the 
protests in the region. Mass protests in Tunisia led to the ousting of President Zine El AbidineAli, January 14, 
201 I. A man in Tunisia, discontent with the state of the country and living conditions immolated himself, Janu­
ary 17,201 I. Even prior to these events, there was Khaled Saeed, whose death was caused by police brutality. 
The Facebook page We Are All Khaled Saeed” was used as a springboard of sorts for the discontent of the



people towards the state of things in the Middle East.The protest in Cairo, Egypt’s capital, began in earnest 
on January 25, 201 I .Then on January 27, 201 I the internet in Egypt was abruptly cut.

Internet traffic to and from Egypt on 
January 27. At 5:20 pm EST, traffic to and 
from Egypt across 80 Internet providers 
around the world drops precipitously.

The internet is made is made up of Internet Service Providers.These ISPs use routers to establish 
connections with others of the same ISP and to other ISPs.This interconnection of computers and computer­
like devices is what makes the internet possible. When the Egyptian government turned off the internet, it 
did not have a metaphorical red button. It had to go through all of the ISPs and demand that they shut off 
the connections in the country. Egypt being an autocracy, the ISPs had no way to fight the demands and were 
forced to comply. More than 90% of the country’s communications, cellular and data, were cut off in a single 
night.

The Egyptian government’s reason for cutting the internet was to impede the people’s ability to 
coordinate and execute further protests in its cities. This, however, backfired and caused the international 
community to step up support for the people of Egypt. If the internet had not been cut, most of “Generation 
Y” in the US would not have given a second glance at the unfolding situation in the Middle East.This was the 
first time where an entire country disappeared from the digital landscape. In a country that is believed to have 
over 150,000 political bloggers writing about the Egyptian government, the blackout forced many of them 
to turn to the streets, joining others in protest. Companies such as Google and Twitter found ways to keep 
the people of Egypt connected to the outside world, and allowed them to keep the world updated after the 
media blackout.
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In regards to media blackouts,Wil<iLeal<s,a whistle-blower type news site, was taken off-line in 
the United States.After many government officials and agencies stated that the most recent leaks (wiki cable- 
gate) were a threat to national security, the act could be considered treasonous.The removal of WikiLeaks 
is not limited to the US, other countries have followed suit and blocked off access to the site. In Germany, 
Theodor Reppe’s home was raided. In Australia, the Australian Communications And Media Authority tried 
to blacklist the website for all Australians, but it never came to pass. In Thailand, the Centre for the Resolution 
of the Emergency Situation has censored WikiLeaks. In the People’s Republic of China, any website with the 
word “WikiLeaks” in the URL is blocked.

The People’s Republic of China is a near perfect example of government control over the 
internet. China gained access to the internet in 1994 and in 1997 the Chinese Ministry of Public Safety took 
steps to regulate the peoples use of the internet. In 1998, the Golden Shield Project was started and is often 
referred to as the “Great Firewall of China.” The purpose of this firewall is to censor access to information 
that the government deems inappropriate for the population. What the government deems inappropriate.



however, ranges from pornography to social dissent. Using a variety of 
methods the government has effectively made China an island in the digital 
landscape where only certain traffic can go in and out.

The firewall in China is not that much different from those that can 
be purchased in retail stores. The concept is the same, and many of the 
techniques used are the same.The major difference is the Great Firewall 
of China is forced upon the population and used to keep the people unin­
formed. When the people have a need for something, they will find a way 
to meet those needs. If there is no alternative, people invent an alternative. 
With regard to the firewall, the people of China have found ways of getting 
around it. Using proxies, Onion routing, software and services from com­
panies outside of China, the people can access the entirety of the internet. 
Sadly, the majority of the people are either not aware of these methods or 
are afraid to use them for fear of castigation by the government.

The Chinese government’s response was the creation of the Green 
Dam software that had to be installed onto any new PC or laptop that was 
sold in the country.The official statement by the Chinese government was 
that the software blocks pornography Upon further study of the software, 
it was found that it could be used for surveillance and electronic censor­
ship. Due to several incidents, vulnerabilities and defects, the software is 
now no longer mandatory on new systems.The government stopped fund­
ing for the software in 2009; the developers of the software are shutting 
down for financial reasons.

In recent news, the US presidency wants the power to turn off the in­
ternet in the event of an unmanageable attack on US networks.This power 

would not just turn off the internet for government systems, but could also be used to turn off private net­
works.The Bill was first introduced in the summer of 2010, it has since been revised.The original bill stated 
that it would only affect the computers and networks of critical importance to the US’s infrastructure.The 
revised bill gives the executive branch the power to designate any computer or network as vital, and that 
is not subject to judicial review. Checks and balances is a system that is integral to the functioning of our 
government. Without it the branches would abuse their power. Upon the executive branch’s declaration of a 
national cyber emergency, the presidency would have full control over almost any and all computer networks.

The kill-switch would give the presidency the power to shut or isolate the computers or networks of 
anyone or any group. Without judicial review, the possibility for the abuse of power is significant. What is to



stop our government from silencing and disrupting protestors, as is the case in Egypt? What stops the gov­
ernment from monitoring the people, as is the case of China? Can our government be trusted to control the 
internet with limitless power? There are government agencies that do have near limitless power and these 
agencies are just as prone to accidents as their limited counterparts.

The Department Of Homeland Security (DHS), created after the September I I attacks, is responsible 
for protecting the US from terrorist attacks as well as responding to natural disasters.The Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) arm of the DHS was given the power to seize domain names in late 2010. In 
mid February, the ICE seized a domain name for child pornography.The problem with this is that the domain 
was also the host to over 80,000 sub-domains. Small businesses or private owners owned many of these sub- 
domains. Normally it would not have been a problem; ICE would just give the domains back to the rightful 
owners.The problem is that ICE posted warning banners all over the legitimate sites stating:“Advertisement, 
distribution, transportation, receipt, and possession of child pornography constitute federal crimes that carry 
penalties for first time offenders of up to 30 years in federal prison, a $250,000 fine, forfeiture and restitu­
tion.” Any visitors to the sites were shown the banners. Owners of the sites could do nothing about the ban­
ners for about a week. DHS and ICE have publicly ignored this incident and instead focused on the numbers



of legitimately dangerous sites that were taken down. For the owners of the wrongfully taken down sites, 
there does not seem to be any recourse to their damaged images.

In an era where some are seeking to make the use of the internet an inalienable right, the govern­
ments around the world try to restrict the people’s freedoms.Advances in technology have reduced the need 
for office space as the workers can now work from home. It has changed the way people communicate with 
each other: video chat, texting, and instant messaging to name just a few. With all new advancement, its prog­
ress should be monitored and shaped responsibly. However, it has become harder and harder to tell what 
is good for the people when the people themselves do not know what they want, or what goes on around 
them. So use the internet, learn and connect with others, publish that book you’ve been writing, write of your 
day and experiences in that blog because someone, somewhere, someday will learn from you.

Addendum:
After the writing of this article, the Libyan government took action against protestors in a violent 

way.There have been reports that Muammar Gaddafi hired mercenaries to suppress the crowds and protests 
with live ammunition. Within days, there have been hundreds of people confirmed dead and the number is 
set to rise.There have also been reports that Gaddafi has ordered air and artillery strikes against the cities 
where protests are ongoing. On February 21, 201 I, two Libyan pilots, with their jets carrying rockets and 
loaded machine guns, defected to Malta after being ordered to bomb and strafe protestors. On February 24, 
201 I, two pilots ejected from their aircraft into villages occupied by protestors rather than bomb civilians.

All of this happened after the country’s connection to the internet became intermittent on February 
18, 201 I.The evidence currently shows that the intermittent connections are caused by internal shutdowns 
and not due to high traffic volume (Google: Renesys Libyan Disconnect). Regardless, Gaddafi probably hoped 
that word of his use of violence would not spread to the international community, or to the rest of the 
population. Yet the people have once again relied on the internet to get the news out to the international 
community.The people have used the internet to tell others of the violence used against them.The people 
have gained the support of others outside the country in an effort to remove Gaddafi from his position.



Build it Now; k  Review of Ttie Sociaiist iUternatl
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The Socialist Alternative: Real Human Development. By Michael A. Lebowitz 
191 pages
Monthly Review Press 2010 
$15.95

Michael A. Lebowitz, Professor Emeritus of Economics at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, Cana­
da, begins his new book. The Socialist A lternative: R ea/ H um an D eve lopm en t by paraphrasing Marx,“A spec­
ter is haunting the world -  the specter of barbarism.” The barbarism Prof. Lebowitz speaks of is, of course, 
the yoke of capitalism and depths that it sinks people into in order to satisfy its insatiable greed.The point of 
this book is to put forth an argument for the necessity of Socialism in the twenty-first century, and the need 
to focus on human development.Actual human development, not the all consuming hunger of false needs and 
consumerism that capitalism thrives on and denies the work force.

Much of what is covered in this book is nothing really new to those already familiar with the ideas of 
Socialism. It reintroduces the idea that the Capital class divides the work force in order to maintain power 
and deceive them, recalling how the bourgeois used tensions between English and Irish labourers and how 
they used the threat of the unemployed to keep wages down. As Marx described it “the great beauty of capi­
talist production.” The Socialist Alternative is an introduction into Socialist thought geared towards today. 
That’s not to say the book does not offer anything valuable for those well versed in Marxist and Socialist 
theory and ideas. Indeed, it is a valuable resource for those activists looking for inspiration in leading for the 
Socialist alternative or those looking for a nice modern summary of some of those ideas.The book discusses 
what is to be done, and what needs to change if we are to bring about real human development and create 
‘rich humans.’

Professor Lebowitz has a different meaning behind ‘rich humans’ than what the capitalist would con­
sider rich.The capitalist considers someone who has amassed a great amount of material things, at the ex­
pense and exploitation of those around them, to be rich. Professor Lebowitz considers someone who has 
been able to develop themselves and to become a better person a ‘rich man.’ These two ideas are at odds, 
since capitalism depends on the poverty of a person in order to exploit the worker as much as possible, and 
allowing the worker to realize that he is being exploited would be counter productive to the goals of the 
capitalist.



But, as we have seen in history, the way forward will not be an easy one. We must keep our eyes on 
the past in order to avoid making those same mistakes.The book dismisses the State Capitalism of the for­
mer Soviet Union. If anything the key message of the book is that every mode of production is different, so a 
proper way of achieving the goals of real human development will differ from place to place. Lebowitz is also 
weary of top-down leadership and “infallible central committees.”

But what is this socialist society for the 2 1 st century that Professor Lebowitz sees? In the Charter for 
Human Development described in the book, he lays out a few points:

“Everyone has the right to share in the social heritage of human beings, has an equal right to 
the use and benefits of the products of the social brain and the social hand, in order to be able 
to develop his or her full potential”
“Everyone has the right to be able to develop their full potential and capacities through de­
mocracy, participation and protagonism in the workplace and society -  a process in which 
these subjects of activity have the precondition of the health and education which permits 
them to make full use of this opportunity.”

These are two of several points he makes for what a good socialist society, a society that is capable of 
allowing people to develop themselves to their full potential. I will fully admit this is a society I myself would 
desire. It is clear that capitalism is a dead end of history and of human development, that leads to one place, 
poverty and destruction, if the recent financial collapse and the on going recession not even to mention to 
continuing disaster in the Gulf of Mexico is not proof of this, I do not know what could convince someone 
otherwise.

There is a line from the late Howard Zinn’s play M arx in SO H O . In the play he, mentions how many 
people often say in response to criticisms of capitalism that “Marx is dead.” Implying of course, that his ideas 
are worthless. Marx then goes on to read bits from a newspaper recounting financial scandals and massive 
layoff and responds ‘Dead indeed.’ A small quip it may be, but important. I was reminded of this little quip 
while reading Professor Lebowitz’s book, since we hear the chorus of Marx is dead just about everywhere in 
our media, and The Socialist Alternative is an important book reminding us, that there is an alternative, there 
is a future beyond the meaningless consumerism, there is hope for mankind, and that hope is socialism, that 
there is a way forward and to echo the motto of the South African Communist Party “Socialism is the Future, 
Build it Now”!
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Reel B a d  A r a b s
H o w  H o l l y w o o d  V i l i f i e s  a  P e o p l e

f f.-tliirirHi Dr. I»clt 5hah-&en
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R e e l  B a d  A r a b s  is a groundbreaking docunnentary about the 
slanderous treatment o f Arabs In cinema since the very beginning 
of film history up until today, which has gone virtually unchallenged 
and unnoticed by most mainstream audiences. Narrated by Jack G. 
Shaheen, the author o f R e e l  B a d  A r a b s :  H o w  H o l l y w o o d  V i l i f i e s  a  P e o p l e ,  
this 50-minute documentary illustrates how since the beginning Hol­
lywood has showcased racist portrayals o f Arabs, (as well as Blacks, 
Asians, Jews and homosexuals) and portrayed Arabs as ‘sub-human.’ 
Shaheen also explains how these stereotypes did not simply disappear 
but slowly morphed into the more dangerous stereotype; that most 
Arabs are cold-blooded, ruthless, and inept terrorists who will stop at 
nothing to  kill Americans.

Arabs in film reside in an imaginary place that Shaheen calls 
“ Arabland,”  where the desert stretches fo r miles and every palace has 
a to rtu re  chamber in the basement. One o f the trends o f early Hol­
lywood is the Arab villain who fights the white heroes w ith scimitars 
and underhanded fighting techniques. The princes have luxurious pal­
aces w ith harems but are never satisfied; so they have to  capture the 
blonde, blue-eyed white women. Shaheen brings up that “ yesteryear’s 
Arabland is t o d a y ’s  Arab land”  and shows a clip o f Disney’s A l a d d i n  
(1992). He goes on to  explain that the film recycled every old Hol­
lywood stereotype where the opening song starts off w ith “ they cut 
off your ear if they don’t  like your face. It’s barbaric but its home.”

^  0 i S

N o t only was this film morbidly fascinating, it was really an eye 
opener fo r me especially. I am o f Arab decent, have watched many o f

UL M  A B Z I N E . c o m



these movies and never once thought o f any o f them as racist. These 
stereotypes have been so ingrained in our American culture that peo­
ple do not bat an eye at such outlandish and dehumanizing portravals 
of an entire people. W hat really unsettled me was the beginning of 
B a c k  t o  t h e  F u t u r e  (1985) when the Libyans fire upon Doc Brown and 
Marty. The Libyans are a throwaway; they are never mentioned again 
once Marty gets into the time machine and are oniy a catalyst to  get 
Marty to  travel back in time. The terrorists could have been o f any 
descent o r not even terrorists at all; they have nothing to  do w ith the 
overall p lot o f the film. I’ve watched B a c k  t o  t h e  F u t u r e  maybe a dozen 
times and never thought twice about them until watching R e e l  B a d  
A r a b s .

The documentary is told in easy to  understand lan^'^ge and 
may shock audiences, but it is a necessary and important film. More 
people need to  realize the dangerous consequences o f racist stereo- 
types.Thankf’jliy, many of the racist images ha'"' been somewhat erad­

icated: the minstrel show, cunning Asian viiiains, and dirty, covetous 
Jews. We no longer have to  see any o f these in today’s films. Now, we 
have to  not on'y raise awareness o f dangerous Arabic stereotypes but 
to  eliminate them.



ensees Profondes Du ioir
Amswood Carl Bastien

Discussing the notes, wearing lies like coats, the winter sinner, the 
blaspheme committer, must enter the temple, minds death is gentle.

Asking for purpose, the answer always hurts us, those who seek the 
truth always find the ones who defer us, their only answer is to cure 
us, of thought label it as a sin, the child of the enlightened killed his kin.

As a result the ignorant live in bliss, our people try to cure their pain 
with the slow kiss, putting our mouths to burning paper, the seeds in 
the words bring us to the state of higher vapors of knowledge

The liar is blessed, honest people’s cards kept and tears wept; the 
game is too rich for their blood, the prize too unfamiliar to accept

His expression is disturbing the peace, his race, discreet; rebellious 
minds complete, knowledge is key yet it’s filled with deceit, censored 
facts, the winner writes the past, cast a nation into darkness



1 Love Nerds
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I love nerds. Comic-Con junkies are the tastemakers o f tomorrow. Isn't that funny? The tables have turned.
- Kristen Bell, star ofVeronica Mars

This year,Third Rail sent a few of its lucky members to Comic-Con.What is a political magazine doing 
at nerd-fest 2010? Reporting on the rapidly expanding cultural phenomena... nerds.Well, that actually isn’t 
entirely true.We don’t like to label people here atThird Rail, so excuse the unnatural amount of labeling that 
is about to happen in this article.

This past Comic-Con NYC was very different, and very crowded.This lucky reporter has been able 
to go to the past Cons, but this year they combined two huge groups together, Comic-Con and New York 
Anime Festival. While this may be cheaper and easier to house these two conventions together it created a 
massive over-crowding problem. It was odd at first: Superman rubbing elbows with Catgirls, squealing hordes 
of Naruto cosplayers posing for pictures with Ores. It went from amusing to terrifying when I found myself 
wandering in the deep booths of NYAF, pinned to the wall of a “furry” vendor; I can still hear the yiffing.

If we forget about the addition of NYAF (let’s all try to forget it exists together!) this Comic-Con 
was still one of the largest. A few years ago it did not have the turn-out or the media attention that this 
convention received.This Comic-Con was all about the big names, be it within the video game industry or 
Hollywood.What happened to the quiet nerd subculture that used to 
occupy this convention?

Money. Movies.Television. Basically, the mass sell-out of all the 
franchises that were protected by a tight-knit community. Why are 
nerds being courted by society these days? Did everyone forget the 
days of wedgies and exclusion? Everyone can agree that franchises like 
Batman and the other big names within the world of comics and vid­
eo games were always fairly well-known by the rest of society. Nowa­
days, everything is turned into a comic or a movie. Hit TV shows are 
created to show a positive “nerd” character, a dashing man or woman 
who embodies all that is nerdom.These are all contributing factors to 
the new appreciation for nerd culture. But why now?

I got to sit down with a real life nerd, and I got to learn a few 
things about this growing nerd subculture. My interviewee, who has 
asked to remain anonymous, was very helpful in clearing up a few 
misconceptions: the differences between nerds and gamers, what a 
“nerd” is considered these days and how the genre has changed.

i
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T h ird  Rail; H ow  w ou ld  you classify yo u rse lf in ne rd  cu ltu re?

Anonymous Nerd: Before the genre got destroyed, I would consider myself a gamer. Professionally, I 
would consider myself a computer nerd.

T R ; H ow do you feel ab ou t th e  in f lu x  in p o p u la r ity  invo lv ing  th e  ne rd  cu ltu re?

AN:There’s two ways to feel. One, we are being recognized as a culture and accepted... Not frowned 
upon, which is fantastic. However, the other side of that is the fact that our general unacceptance 
is what gave us our characteristics... We were outcasts. We had a strong, small community and we 
stayed in it. A small aside, most nerds do not label themselves as nerds. Labeling in general is pretty 
dated.

T R rW h a t pa rts  o f ne rdom  do you c u rre n t ly  subscribe?

AN: Star Wars, roleplaying, board gaming, video games, computer interests, science, math, comics.

T R :W h a t do you th in k  is d raw ing  in th e  re s t o f soc ie ty  to  em brace  th ings  like  sci-fi and super­
heroes e tc , on th is  mass scale?

AN: Like what drives most people, money and power.The nerds of yesterday are growing up and 
they have larger demands from these genres. If you’re smart enough, you would profit off these 
things. You’d become an inventor or a programmer etc. Go to a Star Trek convention... Look at how 
many of these people are influenced to become inventors because of shows like Star Trek. Short 
story, nerds are where the money is right now.

T R rW h a t abou t these mass p roduced  com ic  book  movies? They are all gene ra lly  te r r ib le , and  
p roduced on a yea rly  basis. Isn ’t  th is  ju s t m ak ing  th e  genre m o re  popu la r to  th e  low es t c o m ­
m on denom ina to r?

AN:As I said, nerds equals money and they’re just running it dry.



T R iW h a t is the  d iffe rence be tween gam ers and nerds, in yo u r op in ion?

AN: A gamer is someone who plays video games.You don’t have to be intelligent to be a gamer. A 
nerd is someone who takes interest in the nerd culture... Such as science, math, and other intellec­
tual interests.

TR ; In th is  day and age o f e ve ry th ing  becom ing  a m ovie , w ha t w ou ld  you ac tua lly  like to  see up 
on the  big screen?

AN: A science movie that actually has real science in it. I’m tired of pseudo science. I understand 
that sci-fi movies aren’t necessarily a hundred percent accurate. But don’t present this as a real life 
scenario.

TR ; Does all o f th is  com m e rc ia liz a tio n  m ake you angry? W hen  you go in to  s to res and see s ta r  
wars sh irts , o r  kids w ea ring  beloved nerd icons w ith o u t a clue to  w ho  they  are, how  does th a t  
make you feel?

AN: It’s not for me to judge.You can be an avid fan, or a passing one. It’s when you start to act like 
you are superior to others that it becomes a problem. Nerds, generally, are inclusive.

T R ;W h a t was yo u r op in ion  o f C om ic  Con, you last w en t in 2006, w ha t was yo u r impression?

AN:The NY one, it had a small crowd. Many indie vendors.They had a few keynote people from 
Marvel and DC. But for the most part, they had comic celebrities.

TR ; How  do you feel abou t C om ic -C on  these days?

AN: Comic-Con is starting to be more commercialized, which is expected. I also don’t believe in 
nerds being in the same place at once... some of them smell. It is actually becoming more about pop 
culture than about actual comics and gaming.



TR : Does an im e  fa ll u nde r th e  ca te go ry  o f nerd? NYAF was re cen tly  housed w ith  C om rc-C on  
fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  ever. Many w e re  n o t pleased w ith  th e  com b in in g  o f cons.

AN: (He doesn’t respond, simply rubbing his fingers together to indicate “money”.) That’s all I can 
really tell you. It’s popular, and it’s cheaper to house the two at the same venue than do two separate 
conventions.

TR : Do you th in k  th a t th e  p o p u la r ity  ne rd  c u ltu re  has re cen tly  rece ived w ill be a long one, o r  is 
i t  a passing fad to  th e  m a in  public?

AN: Hopefully, it will be a merger of acceptance. It will just blend and we won’t have a need for things 
like nerd, jocks, and labels whatever. People can just be people.

TR : So is th e  o ld saying true? A ll nerds are ju s t sm e lly  fa t guys In ba tm an  costumes? T h a t  
th e y ’ve never even fe lt  th e  so ft to u ch  o f a woman?

AN: It makes up maybe about 2 percent. Most nerds don’t like interacting with other people.There 
are outcasts within any culture or society, we just happen to have outcasts that have sadly become 
the poster boys for what “nerds” appear to be.

TR ; Do you th in k  peop le  w ill ever m ove past th a t p a th e tic  im age o f th e  nerd?

AN: Probably not this generation, but maybe the next. If you’ve noticed in the media the nerd jokes 
have lessened, to an extent. And actually, you’ll find more examples of the jock being humiliated. 
Glee is a great example of this.

m am - s g
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Third Rail Magazine is looking for people who are Interested 
in illustration and layout. If interested please contact us.
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Our e-mail is:
mail@thirdrailmagazine.com
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