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I k i i l i o n

A free CUNV? Sheer lunacy? Perhaps not says City Council
man Charles Barron, fimid the strenuous Dbjections of stu
dents, last June, the City Uniuersity of New Vorii Board of 
Trustees uoted to raise tuition forthe first time since 1995. 

n̂f free tuition malies fiscal sense, what is standing in the 
uuay?'' he ashs before prouidiny his own answer, "Institu
tional racism!'-'

Councilman Barron is using his position as Education Com
mittee Chair to announce two public hearings: the first, on 
Sept. E4, will couer the effects of the new tuition hil̂ ej the 
second, on Oct. 21, will consider the reinstatement of a free 
CUNV. CUNV was a free educational institution for 129 years, 
from its founding in 1847 to 197B when it succumbed to 
political pressure. Open admissions were instituted at CUNV 
in 19B9 in response to a student demonstration against an 
alleged racist admissions policy.

In 1975, President Ford threatened to withhold federal 
funding to New Vorh City unless free tuition and open ad
missions were eliminated from CUNV, complaining that one 
of the largest uniuersities in the world was offering free tu
ition to "'any high-school graduate, rich or poor, who wants 
to attend. '̂

But open admissions lasted until the Board of Trustees 
uoted in 1998 to eliminate remedial instruction from the se
nior colleges and sharply curtailed it in the community col- 
leyes. That decision was greeted by a chorus of protesters, 
24 of whom were arrested, after public hearings at CUNV's 
administratiue headquarters had drawn outraged faculty, 
students and alumni to speah out. Two of the most promi
nent were Arthur miller and Wendy UJasserstein, who said 
they would not haue been able to graduate from CUNV with
out remedial instruction,

most CUNV trustees were and are intimately inuolued 
with such right-wing thinh-tanks as the Empire Foundation, 
the Scaife Family Funds, the Clin Foundation and the Ameri
can Enterprise Institute. As pointed out by H. Bruce Franlilin, 
professor of English at Rutgers Uniuersity, CUNV serued for 
ouer a century as ‘■‘'a bouleuard for success'-’ until left-wing 
actiuists, the Blach Power mouement and multi-cultural 
ideals inuigorated the campuses and infuriated the power 
structure. In march 1998, an Empire Foundation report was

released that demanded a return to a CUNV-wide curriculum 
focused on Western Ciuilization and the elimination of such 
"fluff courses-" as Sociology of Women, African Literature 
and the Third World in the modern Era.

Tom Carroll, an officer of Change-New VorH [part of the Em
pire Foundation] enplained, '■'Loony professors shouldn-’t be 
abletoforcegrieuance courses like those based on racism 
and feminism on students,''

In march of 2DD3, New Vork Cou, George Pataki appoint
ed Benno Schmidt as Chair of the CUNV Board of Trustees. 
Schmidt has spent the last IG years as CEG of Edison 
Schools, a corporation deuoted to the priuatization of the 
public school system.

The greatest obstacle to college entrance and gradua
tion for immigrant, Hispanic, and African-American students 
are two CUNV-wide English tests, graded for structural cor
rectness only, thus eliminating the need to acquire skills 
of intellectual inquiry. Councilman Barron points out that 
linguists know there is no "bad language," only different 
ones. He attributes failure of many African-American stu
dents to pass standardized English tests to disrespect for 
their mode of speech. A teacher should not "correct" an 
African-American construction, but aduise the student to 
translate it into standard English. "No one aduocates teach
ing Ebonics, but those who teach black students should be 
taught the history of black language and culture."

Unfortunately, little has changed since Uice President 
Spiro Agnew complained three decades ago about too 
many black college students, and President Richard Nin
on's educational aduiser, Roger Freeman, warned about 
"producing an educated proletariat." Today, President Bush 
opposes permitting college work to fulfill welfare require
ments because it would cost "a bunch more money and 
some people could spend their entire fiue years on welfare 
going to college."
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instead o f radical conve/mon, 
sfta riitff work and assets,

I  rewarding poets and m7tei%
not oniy specuiators aM coaa t̂ stsf 

Burnt nibim r Ifecame a fan0uage, 
a ieverage and a i^ s ty ie , 

a faise hope 
and a faise security 

conferred by a faise consciousness 
in  a cuiture o f confonnity 

and m utuai congratuiation 
where vision and idopia were io st 

Language and community 
in /mrmanent crisis 

am id repressing and fading out 
eveiything unpieasant

Was speed g/orified ity  tile  media 
so present, p ast and future dissoive 

as means are confused with ends 
and the part mistaicen for the whoie? 

A worid o f interdependence 
can Ife envisioned 

n ^eresto r^o fiib era tio n  
eciipse the stories o f omce buddings, 

witere the m ari(et is n f ̂ e  om nipotent m ier 
reducing iffie to  a shopping m aii 

b u t a m & s n s  
fostering human dbreiopm ent.

Change o f consciousness 
hvm  auto-dependence in  ̂ e  car-tasbtfphe 

is s tiii 
in  its  infancy.

www.THIRDRAlLMAG

intojdcM ed w i^ itse if, 
the trium phaiist cu^ure is  threatened m th soiipsism  

m as vanify and narcissism
*  threatened Aiarcî us ga^ng a t the mirror.

There is  power in  our t/uestion, 
our prociamaffon and our vision/

/fre human r ^ ts  the sam e as maricet r^M sF  
lH Ih  we ever ieam  from other cuitures?
^  ik> we obiiterate the memory o f other peopie?

is  growth end/ess and undifferentiated?
Can m arket progress threaten human progress?

Can liia ii S treet overshadow Ufain Street?
*  The rich one can iose aff& ings without sorrow.

Buddhist eniightenm ent like Jesus'parabies can change reaiity.
True w e^h  is  recm ingam f sharing 

reconfiguring the piutonium  economy o f nonstop consumerism  
where future generations refi/se the ceiebration o f burnt rub/fer.

http://www.THIRDRAlLMAG
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Brown veins don't bleed as hard, able t 

withstand tears, starvation and mudslides 

Keeping it all in, always bearing fruit 

that is nourishing. Roots ingrained into 

Earth, not even wind can knock 

Brown veins. Brown uterus.

Holding life together with strong, but wea 

I ann earth. My thighs rubbed together 

And created you.

Don't think you can screw with me!!! 

Polluting my breathing space.

Trees don't grow in Brooklyn, 

not in this infected air space.

Bend down and call me mother.

For ruining this body my ancestors has took 

generations to  create.

THIRD MAG

by Leslie Ann Murray
Leslie Ann M urray has published a po etry  chapbook.

Queen Without A Name.
For m ore info about her book, contact her a tthandilestories@ aol.com

mailto:atthandilestories@aol.com
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O p e n  A d m i s s i o n s

I  I  I  hen the history of ciuiL rights struggles
I  I  I  is surnmarized on corporate te leu ision ,
I  I  there w ill ineuitably be footage of sit-
I r  ins at Greensboro lunch counters and 

of miH^s ” 1 Haue a Dream^  ̂ speech . If the uieuier 
is uery luchy, there might be sce n e s  of malcolrn H 
or the Blacl^ Panther Party. But one of the m ost im
portant battles of the freedom mouem ents of the 
Blacl^ and Puerto Rican com m unities that you w ill 
neuer hear about in such p laces is the CUNV open 
adm issions strihe.

Before 197D, CUNV w as a sea of w h iteness in a 
city that w as  fa s t becoming majority people of 
color. It w as  a scene straight out of South African 
Apartheid. City College w as  hnown as ^ihe white 
Rhodesia of Harlem.“  This despite CUNV's stated 
m ission from the uery beginning of prouiding high
er education to the poor and d isenfranchised of 
the c ity . In p ractice , th is m ission w as  limited to 
educating m ainly poor and d isenfranchised white 
men. i r s  no wonder then that the closed doors 
of CUNV becam e a major target of the burgeoning 
m ass mouem ents of the c ity .

Dn April E2, 1989, the Blach and Puerto Rican stu
dents of City College, with support from the progres- 
siue section of the white students, chained shut 
the doors of South Campus, renamed the school 
the Uniuersity of Harlem, and declared a strihe.

Ouer the course of more than two weeHs, the

cam pus w itnessed  the cam pus turned into a po
lice state by the adm inistration, a diuided fa c 
ulty, and furious organizing on the part of the 
students. The turning point w as  a pitched battle 
between about 30 Blach students and a mob of 
a couple hundred white rac ists  opposed to the 
strihe. The strihers routed the white mob. Sub
sequently , d iuisions in the opposition began to 
sharpen, and some of them cam e out in support of 
the strihe. Euentually the adm inistration caued in 
and acceded to the fiue demands of the strihers.

J
Why was the Open Admissions 
Strike so important?

OPEN AomissiONS FORCED cuNVto turn itse lf into an 
institution that gaue more degrees to students of 
co lorthan any other higher education institution in 
the country. In fact, CUNV grants more such degrees 
than the newt tw o institutions after it, SUNV and the 
whole Cal State system , combined. The direct ben
efit to the Blach, Latino and Asian populations of all 
the hundreds of thousands of people coming out of 
CUNV with a higher education they might not other
w ise  haue is im m easurable.

OPEN AOfYllSSIDNS UUAS A UlCTORV FOR THE SELF-0E- 
TERmiNATION STRUGGLES of B lachs and Puerto R icans.

by the Freedom Road Socia list Organization
r r  ''w w w .frB B dD m road .arg

WWW R . com

http://www.frBBdDmroad.arg
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But as is often the case , th is uictory on the part 
of the part of some of society^s most downtrodden 
uuas one that serued euerybody in the end. Th a rs  
a lesson the uuhite suprem acist ruling c la s s  w ants 
us to forget.

OPEN AOmiSSIONS SET A STANDARD OF OPEN ACCESS 
that created momentum for schoo ls across the 
country to fo llow . The shoch w aues the uictory 
sent out were fe lt both as pressure on other ad
m inistrations and as inspiration to thousands of 
students of color euerywhere fighting to open up 
their own institutions.

OPEN AOmiSSIONS CHALLENGED THE REIGNING CAPITAL
IST UIEUU that education is about prouiding the stu
dent custom er with a diploma that has the highest 
possib le eHchange ualue so the graduate can turn 
h im self into an elite corporate commodity. In its 
place it put forward the radical notion that educa
tion is about self-improuement on the indiuidual 
leuel, about all of us becoming the b e s t  most de- 
ueloped indiuiduals we can become, more than 
th a t education is about the uplift of the downtrod
den com m unities, about the aduancem ent of op
pressed peoples in our society .

OPEN AOmiSSIONS TAUGHT A LESSON that relatiuely 
sm all numbers of people at the core of a much 
broader struggle, with the right strategy and under 
appropriate conditions, can shake the foundations 
of heauen. It giues us an inspiring lesson against 
demoralization, that fundam ental change in institu
tions is possib le and that it a lw ays  starts with a 
relatiue handful of committed people.

Onthe otherhand, it reminds u sth a tifth a th a n d fu l 
is to succeed , it m ust not stay iso lated . In the end, 
uictory can only be achieued through the inuolue- 
ment and support of the broad m asses  of people 
whose interests are at stahe. The open adm issions 
uictory w as won in the conteHt of an entire society 
in motion. Without that content the support from 
the community, which w as absolutely essen tia l 
to the uictory, wouldn't haue been nearly as broad 
nor as actiue as it w as .

Since the 19B9 uictory, the enemy has been try

ing to beat us bach, in one attach after another. UJe 
m ust fight them euery step ofthe w ay . Euen battles 
we fight and lo sea re  important because th e y s  low 
and lim it the aduances o fthe  ruling c la s s  against 
our in terests, and preserue as much of our gains 
won earlier as possib le. Euen today, after years of 
retreat and an outright frontal a ssa u lt on open ad
m issions by former mayor Giuliani, we s till haue 
many asp ects  of the policy preserued, euen as 
others haue been damaged or elim inated entirely. 
This w ay , when the neHt big upsurge throughout 
society com es around [and Ws lihely to be sooner 
rather than later], we w ill haue a higher starting 
point from which to push things forward.

These days, the uision of higher education as lib
eration, which motiuated the heroes of 19B9, has 
been largely crushed. The white sup rem acist rul
ing c la s s  has done euerything it can to bury that 
uision under mountains of talh about ” d iuersity“  
and ” affirmatiue action .'' In their u iew , higher edu
cation is about reproducing the layers of e lites -  
the ruling c la s s  itse lf and the uarious m anagerial 
layers below them -  needed to perpetuate the rule 
of their c la s s . Within th is uision, giuing an elite ed
ucation to a fraction of the oppressed nationality 
populations in th is country is crucia l to them for a 
num berof reasons. F irst giuingthe e lites enposure 
to a '"d iuersity" of populations and cultures giues 
them enperiences and knowledge that w ill help 
them more effectiue ly rule ouer and manage those 
populations. Second, granting priuileges to a sm all 
proportion of oppressed nationality people helps to 
buy off some of the leaders of those populations 
and thus to create a c la s s  of uendidos that can be 
led to act against the in terests o fthe com m unities 
they come from. Finally, a m easure of ''d iuers ity" 
is useful to prouide a facade to the BHisting white 
suprem acist system , to mahe it appearto be fa irto  
anyone who doesn't tahe the time to looh beneath 
the surface.

The main m echanism  in higher education the rul
ing c la s s  u ses to ach ieueth is  ^^diuersity" is affirma- 
tiue action. It is interesting to see corporate e lites 
defending affirmatiue action programs in higher
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education and in corporate liiring policies as being 
in tlie ir in terests, against the more cLueless white 
suprem acists on the ideological right who attacl^ 
these programs. We should Heep in mind when we 
defend affirmatiue action programs in other p laces 
[as defend them we must] that they are but a pale 
shadow of the open adm issions policy that w as 
won at CUNV.

There is a fina l lesson  that has been taught to 
us not so much by the 19B9 strit^e but by all of the 
years of retrenchment since then, m ass student 
organizations come and go. Leaders graduate and 
moue on, Relationships and a llian ces with other 
m ass-based groups on other cam puses and in the 
com m unities d issipate . The 1969 struggle and all 
the subsequent struggles in CUNV haue turned out

thousands of reuolutionaries who understand the 
real nature of w h ite-suprem acist bourgeois rule 
and who haue a uision for a fundam entally dif
ferent soc ie ty . Some of those reuolutionary stu
dents haue remained committed and haue fought 
the good fight in other p laces, but many haue 
dropped out of the struggle, with nothing left but 
memories of fire.

The only certain w ay to build a mouement that 
can be susta ined ouer the years , and one that

can connect the struggles throughout a ll sectors 
of society  is through reuolutionary organization. It 
prouides the training, the information flow  across 
the generations, the linhs between secto rs that 
otherw ise aren^t made. If you're an actiu ist and 
you consider yourse lf a reuolutionary, you should 
be in a reuolutionary organization, loohing for one, 
ortrying to build one, along with maintaining your 
work in a m ass-based group. T h a rs  how we w ill 
create tw o , three, many CUNVs.

.1 ;;:; . .4 -:.
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Amidst an island of bubblegum pop symmetry lies a Little 
houeL an obscurity of culture in its pure and raw form, 
as top-forty muzac calls the attention of Hmart shoppers 
to herd ouer to the latest blue light name brand want. All the 
while asthe masses whizby in their Uoluos and Hummers blar

ing UUu-’Tang and Christina [Staten ŝ so-called contribution to 
society], they pay no attention to the small little rabbit hole 
known as the muddy Cup. Dn Tuesday nights a peeh through 
the looking glass reueals an interwouen group of artists, po
ets, sirens and writers. Gathered together in the bachroom like 
some World War II French resistance fighters reciting their son
nets, sestinas and hai-ku's with such zeal as if their poems 
were weapons being used in a plot to rise up, ouerthrow cor
porate tyranny and restore to the world, the liberty of cultural 
diuersity.

Orcould these comrades in intellectual arms simply be seek
ing a safe hauen to enjoy the arts without criticism or com- 

----------------------------------------------------------------

mercialism, a sanctuary like the one Quasimodo lost or that 
Logan 5 neuerfound during his run? The muddy Cup offers just 
this, a safe out-of-the way place for an indiuidual to go and 
just enjoy or euen SHpress, a little counter culture, as Alice 
Austin and Audre Lorde contributed along these same streets. 
‘■’'Staten Island is such an intellectual wastelandj I mean liter
ally our geographical and social center is the Staten Island 
mall...The muddy Cup tries to be a place where anybody can 
come,̂ " says Jeremy Condit, the host of poetry night.

The muddy Cup is clearly an effort to restore Staten Island-’s 
cultural health. Just to walk past the bathtub of books, the in
ternet stations, the bubbling sound of hot jaua, and the smell 
of scrumptious desserts and into the back-room of the muddy 
Cup, on poetry night [officially called Open mic. Poetry Night] 
if not any other is to walk though time to the early eighties 
where its second-hand brick fagade and curb-side couches 
barkens back to the backdrops of the as yet sold-out mTU ujs 
andthe uirgining medium of music uideos [yes Uirginia, mTU re- 
allg did play music uideos]. One half enpects martha Ouinn to 
show up and introduce a then refreshingly original, New-UJaue 
uideo from some English import, or something from that then 
obscure underground mouement called rap.

Although this is not the case, we are instead treated to 
something euen more special, Jeremy the host, who looks like 
he may haue just stepped out of a Smith-'s uideo. With witty 
cantor and a respect forthe art of poetry, this full-time EmT and 
part time bard orchestrates a caualcade of loriets whose only 
desire is to enjoy and be enjoyed by anyone who wanders in 
and pulls up a chair. Long has the art of word weauing been 
the passion of this Staten Island natiue who is a former 
student of the College Of Staten Island and collector 
of typew.riters. He treats each person with the nerue 
enough to stand before the mike and enpose their in
ner thoughts before a room of known and unknown 
peers like a uirgin, learning forthe first time what 
it is to BHpress the passion of one's soul. 'The 
fact is I don-'t think Staten Island has many 
opportunities like this, there just aren't a 
lot of forums where people can come out

. ^  ‘ •*    - -  „
Sliaiuii fisher III in terview s lereiiiy
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of the intBllectual cold," says Jeiemy
With no preconceiued notions and no critical 

disdain Jeremy always offeis woids of encour
agement, aduice if so desired along unth a 
hearty welcome to return to the podium at 
any time the poets' hearts desire. It is safe 
to say that by day this post apocalyptic Shakespearean 
me helps to mend the bodies of those in need and that 
by night he helps to mend the cultural body of Staten 
Island which has been beaten and left by the side of 
the road to rot 'it's  half church and half circus, when 
somebody is up here on the stage they can speak their 

mind. And there isn't one person on the floorthat has 
a damn right to say anything about it. When they're 

off it's an open forum, it's an open discussion. 
We throw a lot of ideas around between poetry, 

' it ’s generally a good time," say Jeremy. Who also 
 ̂ seeks solace in this moonlit job and adds, "This is 
 ̂ definitely a release. During my day job I don't feel so 
much like me as just a uessel doing my job, This is 

'• where anyone can be themselues no shame orfear,"
Some of the Cup's uisitors are just strangers passing in 

the night, uisitors from out of town, professionals trying out 
new material, euen the occasional college field trip. Those 
who choose to stay a while are welcomed to pull up a seat 
and join in with the going on of a new entended family that 
lacks the judgmental glare of one's in-laws. ‘■’'We haue some 
people who liue soap operas and you can tell just from the 
moment they get on stage, you can tell from the posture 
much less the words," says Jeremy, But be forewarned that 
the diuersity of poets bring with them a diuersity of emotions. 
Rage, loue and sorrow are just as taste of the feelings you will 
sample at this feast of bards. There are poets that will giue 
Uiagra a run for its money. And others who would make Lorena 
Bobbitt look like a girl scout. Some will spark a furor inside 
yoursoul that youneuerknewyouhadand still mo re whowill 
haue you weeping more then a Benji mouie could. He goes on 
to add, ’’There are some people who I neuersee, neuertalkto 
at any other opportunity. People who get up and get the thirty 
second glimpse into a world we probably need to know more 
about." And it is these souls that Jeremy tries to cultiuate. ''n 
think creating a positiue enuironment like this where they can 
actually feel safe to be smart. Well that's something I neuer 
had growing up," say Jeremy.

Jeremy is not alone, howeuer, in his endeauors at the Cup, 
As the ancient celluloid sage Voda once said, '■'there is anoth
er" and that other would be Jack. ''Jack is our resident brain. 
The man is the patron saint of Tuesday night," said Jeremy. And 
such is Jack's trust and the comfort surrounding poetry night 
that he displayed a most intimate side to himself when he 
took the stage this past summer to propose to his long time 
muse, Chantell. She most happily accepted the offer.

Such is the nature of the muddy Cup and Poetry 
Night as it slips underthe pop-culture radar, allow- 
ing those who would wear their hearts on their 

^  sleeue, not to haue them unwantingly hemmed
up.'The otherboroughs don'tknow we eHistthey

St?:

call us diet-Brooklyn, they call us that otherpart of New Jersey," 
says Jeremy. Referring to the forgotten borough mentality Stat
en Island has been burdened with throughout its history. Vet 
like the Shaw family of the nineteenth century whose champi
oning of abolition led to the diuersity of the U.S. military, Jeremy 
Condit and the muddy Cup haue emerged from the commonality 
of Staten Island to offer the people something unheard of on 
twenty-first century Staten Island; cultural diuersity.

Of course, as for this gathering's location, like the 900 
pound elephant sitting in your liuing room sipping Jolt Cola and 
watching The Jerry Springer Show, the obuious question must 
be brought to bear? Ves, The muddy Cup is by definition a cof
fee bar, but by no means is this Jennifer Aniston's coffee bar. 
Vou will find friends here, but not of the plastic, kiss kiss type 
spotted in enhausted TCIF sitcoms or for that matter at any sub
urban diner. No, saue that for any of the infinite number of Star
bucks that strewn the land like lepers during the Oark-Age,

"I think the problem with any other part of New Mork [City]j 
the biggest problem is the gentrification. Once you haue any
thing good, in comes an element of people with the money 
who simply want to possess a part of it. And Staten Island 
actually has a unique aduantage in the fact that we'ue been 
segregated and separated for so long that in a sense cultiuat- 
ing something this honestly genuinely coolto angbody its  al
most like there's nobody out here to destroy it," says Jeremy 
about the Starbucks mentality. And Jeremy is correct there is 
something to be said about a 'mom and pop' business, a cer
tain warm atmosphere that just can not be replicated by the 
corporate machine. The muddy Cup is not just another paper- 
cut taken from a ream of badly photocopied corporate outlets. 
It is distinctly a creation of its customers and not a creation 
for a customer's money.

The muddy Cup offers something different this sanctuary of
fers the relaHing comfort of your mom's basement where you 
and your closest friends can just hang without all the trap
pings that society requires us to wear. "It’s strange that we're 
actually lucky to haue our place on Uanduzer Street. Stapleton 
at least this little part is becoming the hippest part of Staten 
Island, without the usual pretensions that follow hip," says 
Jeremy So take off, all that gaudy makeup, throw on some jog
ging pants, grab a cup of Joe and head on down to the base
ment, I think martha puinn is coming on and she has some
thing refreshing for us.

The muddy Cup is  lo c a te d  a t 388 Uan Duzer S tre e t S,/„ Hew  
Voih For n io ie  in fo i in a t io i i  logon to wujui.muddijCup.com

l i l i o t o s  b y  P. m e l i s s a  f i s h e r



The Mad Hatter was the first to break the silence 
“We must defy the U.N., to show the world 

' that the U.N. must not be defied”.
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3, on t:*.3 Hot... it’s JugL -,. _o anr.Gy r̂.g! Why don’t poopla
just i i .O i l  'id go on Vvti.: s Li lOiT li’vccj? C«̂ uiuM t ti icy juot fOryct
the vvi role thing? Tlje wi iole peace n'lovemcnt is so paa»e, why 
won’t they see it themselves? And liiey’ie hurting rny feelincs, too, 
f^'erybodv '̂•ying to give me that shit about us being the bad 
nnys tnis time. Ha ha, can you imagine it, Americans being the 
bp i  giiy/s? What on earth are these people on? With w hat ri£ i t  
do these f'ick'ng hippies go on disturbing me? Huh? V/hat w'^i'id 
they s?_y if I went to their homes to tell them what to do?! What? 
'A'h?.t did I £2y? Hey! You are orre of them, aren’t you? You are! 
F’jck it, it’s rc  to you, you j'jst v.'on’t gst it you traitor!

Li loir li’vccj? CouiuM t ti icy juot fcryct

I'his is not a movie; there are no good guys or bad guys. 

And Iraqi civilians cant just turn off the T\^, when 

the entertainment value is gone. Will vou?
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The two shared a common womb 
Not first-born but yet beacons of light; 
For those with sight
Those twins stood proof of her majesty; 
The Great Mother of many Nations 
But out of darkness- 
Those beacons of light,
Like eves to the world,

Like Solomon’s eyes- 
Erased into pools of emptiness 
{But out of darkness)
And in anguish released those enfolded 
Faithful Souls...
They trusted the visions seen -  
And did not question 
(But out of darkness)

Labor long and hard...
But out of darkness has come a Great Light 
The refiner’s fire initiates rebirth...
Mother,
What have you learned from the loss 

of your twins?
W hat will your offspring look like?

Diane Isaac 20001

THIRDFlAiLMAG. »THIR0RA1LMAG.





I  I  I  h e n  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

I  I  I s t a t e  Co l i n  P d u j -  

W  eLl g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  

t h e  Ci ty C o l l e g e  o f  N e u j  Vorl^ 

CCNM] in 1 9 5 3  t u i t i o n  l u a s  

f r e e .

W h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  

a l m a  m a t e r  o n  No u .  ID t o  

s p e a h  a t  t h e  Col i n  P o i u -  

e l l  C e n t e r  f o r  P o l i c y  S t u d 

i e s  a b o u t  d e m o c r a c y  in t h e  

m i d d l e  E a s t  h e  l u a s  g r e e t e d  

b y  a c o u p l e  h u n d r e d  p r o t e s t 

e r s ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  s t u d e n t s  

s t i l l  r e e l i n g  f r o m  b u d g e t  c u t -  

b a c h s  a n d  a 4 0  p e r  c e n t  t u 

i t i o n  i n c r e a s e  d u r i n g  a t i m e  

o f  r e c o r d  m i l i t a r y  b u d g e t s .

^ n r s  g r e a t  h e  g o t  a f r e e  

e d u c a t i o n  l u h e n  h e  c a m e  

h e r e / ^  s a i d  CCNV j u n i o r  R o 

d o l f o  L e y t o n .  ' ' Bu t  n o i u  h e ' s

S to r y  b y  |o h n  T a r le to n

C U N f  S t u d e n i $  O h i e  

Poweff A  B r o n x  Cheer
g i u i n g  a l l  t h e  m o n e y  t o  h e l p  

f i n a n c e  u j a r  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  

a n d  l^i l l ing. ' '  L e y t o n ' s  f i n a n 

c i a l  a i d  w a s  r e d u c e d  t h i s  

y e a r .  He c u r r e n t l y  u j o r h s  t i u o  

j o b s  a n d  g o e s  t o  s c h o o l  f u l l 

t i m e .

T a n y a  T h u r m a n ,  a CCNV j u n i o r  

f r o m  S t a t e n  I s l a n d  s p o l ^ e  o f  

h e r  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  w h o  j o i n e d  

t h e  m a r i n e s  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o  

a n d  h a s  f o u g h t  in A f g h a n i 

s t a n  a n d  Iraq a n d  m a y  s o o n  

b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Iraq f o r  a s e c 

o n d  t o u r  o f  d u t y .

' ' H e ' s  b e e n  b r o h e n  b y  h i s  

e H p e r i e n c e / '  s h e  s a i d .  " H e ' s

Secretary of State Colin Powell, a graduate of City College, 
chose CCNY/CUNY as the location for a major foreign 
policy address last semester. This was a disgusting and 
cynical maneuver. Powell appeared at a working class 
and largely Black and Latino school at a moment when 
anger about the war and occupation in Iraq were grow
ing. CUNY schools have faced massive budget cuts and 
students have been forced to absorb huge tuition hikes. 
Meanwhile, the Bush administration has won approval 
for $87 billion for the brutal occupation-- and corporate 
lo o tin g -o f Iraq.

The message of the protest against Powell's speech was 
Money for Schools not for War and Occupation! Powell

is arguably a war criminal, and is part and parcel o f an 
administration that is attacking women's right to  choose, 
immigrants rights, and basic civil liberties.

Social justice and antiwar groups from across the city are 
participated in the protest. They brought signs, pictures, 
and banners that exposed the human cost of the occu
pation o f Iraq, and of the similarly brutal war at home on 
our schools, jobs, and services.

CUNY sponsors included : International Socialist Orga- 
nization-CCNY/Hunter & the Student Liberation Action 
Movement-CCNY/Hunter. Endorsed by the CSI College 
Voice & Third Rail magazine.

a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n .  He  l u a s  a 

s u j e e t ,  s e n s i t i u e ,  f u n n y  g u y .  

N o w ,  h e ' s  a t a l l ,  b r a w n y  m a 
c h i n e . "

N i c h  P o i u e r ,  a CCNV P r o f e s 

s o r  o f  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  Liter

a t u r e  a n d  W o r l d  H u m a n i t i e s ,

s a w  P o w e l l  a t  a r e c e p t i o n  

b e f o r e  h e  g a u e  h i s  s p e e c h .  

He s a i d  P o w e l l  l u a s  s t i l l  a 

r o l e  m o d e l  f o r  s o m e  y o u n g  

A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s  b u t  " a  

w a r n i n g  o f  l u h a t  n o t  t o  b e "  

t o o  m a n y  o t h e r s .

" J u s t  a s  o n e  h u m a n  b e 

i n g  n o t i c i n g  a n o t h e r ,  h e ' s  

t i r e d , "  P o w e r  s a i d .  " H e ' d  b e  

b e t t e r  o f f  if h e  t o o h  o f f  t h e  

m a s l i .  I l ^ n e w  t h e  L eft w a s  

r i g h t  w h e n  I s a w  Co l i n  P o w 

e l l  d o e s n ' t  s l e e p  a t  n i g h t . "
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P ^ a u l o u ' s  d o g s  h n e w  

T h a t  a  r i n g i n g  h e l l  s e n t  

A  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  h r a i n  

T h e g  t h o u g h t —  

f o o d  i s  c o m i n g

T o  m e  t h e  r i n g

I s  e v e r g  h i t  a s  m e a n i n g f u l -

T r o u h l e ' s  c o m i n g

T h e  u n k n o w n ,

a l w a g s  t h e  g r e a t e r  f e a r

\

I s  o n  t h e  l i n e  a n d  l o o k i n g  

F o r  m e ,  i f  I ' m  l u c h g  

S a l e s  c a l l  o r  w r o n g  n u m b e r  

r m  n o t  o f t e n  l u c h g

B u t  c a n  I  s h o o t  t h i s  m e s s e n g e r  

W h o s e  r i n g i n g  r u n s  t h e  m a r a t h o n  

O n  m g  n e r v e s ?

" H e l l o r '

" V o u r  m o t h e r ' s  m a m m o g r a m ' s ^  

a b n o r m a l "

" H e l l o ? "

y r e  g o u  a w a r e  t h a t  g o u r  s o n  

H a s  m i s s e d  3 0  d a g s  o f  s c h o o l "  

' H e l l o ? "

" V o u  o w e  u s  m o n e g "

" H e l l o ? "

" V e s ,  w e ' u e  d e t e r m i n e d  

I t ' s  c a n c e r "

W h e r e  s o m e  m a g  s a l i v a t e  

m e ?  I  c r i n g e  

A t e a c h  h e l l

W h o s e  m o r s e l s  a r e  a c i d i c  

T i d b i t s  t o  b r e a k  m e  d o w n
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AMOUNT IN DOLLARS TO FLY photography by Noam
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A d ap tion
Review ers Rating

(out of four STARSj

i r k i r i

d i) : e c t p r
s n p l a y

A D A P T I O N
i O i i S  K O Y F M A N  
S PIK E  J O N Z E  
CH ARLIE K M S f m A M ,  

B O M A m  K A P F M A N ,  
SUSAN o m i m n  
N IC O L A S  C A G E , 
M E R Y L ST R E E P, 
C H R I S  C O O P E R ,  
TILDA S W I N T O N

''Vou are ujhat you loue, not u»hat Loues you'' - Donald 
Haufman [Nicolas Caye] from Adaptation.

Cliarlie Kaufman [Nicolas Caye] is stressed. He 
liates liim self. He's lost all confidence in liis ujritiny 
abilities. And on top of tliat he's '"fat, bald and repul- 
siue'' [in his ujords]. UJhat has spurred this sudden 
nadir? Kaufman has been hired to adapt a screenplay 
for Susan Drlean's ^The Orchid Theifj'' a bool̂  that 
details centuries of Orchid sujipers and the trials of 
John Laroche, a yrimy, toothless Florida hillbilly ujho 
has been recently arrested for stealing the rare ghost 
orchid from a nature preserue. He seem s optimistic 
at first and proclaims to the film enecutiue Ualerie 
[Tilda Suiinton] that he completely wants to eHclude 
the Hollywood stapes of ” seH. Guns. Car ch ases ."  
'̂ No one's euer done a mouie about flowers before/' 
boasts Charlie. But after seueral weel^s of unproduc- 
tiuity, his confidence implodes.

He can't imagine writing a screenplay about Orchid 
history. And while John Laroche's character is fa sc i
nating, there's hardly enough written about him in the 
booli to transfer to the screen. And to top it off the 
bool  ̂ is plot-less and has no character arc or motiua- 
tion. Seueral more weeHs pass. Now Charlie is really 
frazzled. Fresh off of the su ccess  with his penning of

Beiny John malhouich, he's stuch between a rocl  ̂and 
a hard place, meanwhile his twin brother Oonald [also 
played by Cage] has just sold his

cliche-ridden serial Hiller script for a million bucl^s. 
Charlie's hopelessness has seeped into euery facet 
of his life. He can't m usterthe confidence to l îss the 
pretty Amelia [Cara Seymour], although she's giuen 
him many opportunities. He's deathly afraid to meet 
Susan Orlean and in the process begins to stalh her. 
Oonald, meanwhile, has an affair with seny mal^e-up 
artist Cathrine maggie]

Gyllenhaal] and starts hanging out with stars lil̂ e 
Catherine Keener. He's on top oft! he world. Why? Don
ald is ju st as fat as Charlie. Just as bald too. But he 
has stellar self-confidence. That's why he gets the 
yirl and Charlie is left to play with himself.

Before penniny her bool ,̂ Susan freguently uisits 
Laroche and beyins to appreciate his brash, but ge
nius personality. He seem s passionate, all too pas
sionate about orchids. Susan enuies this, She sees 
herself lacl^ing fire. Susan dearly wants to care about 
someone or something. John not only shows herthe 
beloued ghost orchid but also shares the tragic story 
of how he lost his front teeth.

b y  B o r is  K o y fn ia n
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plucking out the thorns placed by 
Bodies desperately trying to  b 
from the hamnner and hoe co 
of misplaced matriarchy and a screwed up vision
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snaily maily wail • wait for 
the kingdom to fail • horse 
radish ding-dong • monster wonser

dead racoon • perishable peters &
sustained sailys • wrapped up like

super glue in mother's breast • positive
pew, rembrandt blue, over & over • the

palaces of gnoo • were written the
words: • "scuttle a ruttle a mommuttle 

• a thrice maskarace, a lace boomy 
bass • wrapoid slickoid 

trapoid • penny
penny factoid • 
conne together like 
Christmas conne" • 

butternuts & butter 
beans j • show us anal oral 

rectal spiieens • show us to improve our 
human race* without this all, so shall melt 

our face- hither to & heather toe, round 
round the mistletoe • split like no no*̂  split like 

chains • in and out of our love sick mainframes 
• pasta cunt & leather cock * schlock system .
horror & system horror shock • been 
down the ruddy ruddy road of ^

rundown rundowns • and 
all I heard • spoken in 

three distinct voices • 
of mellow pits & perfect 

 ̂ A  ^^pronunciations was: •
"̂wanda wanda wooly 

• splenda spendoo 
^  : mbilie chooolie chew!
^  • scambast blamast
%  micromedia muzzles

£ • pourdown the saddy
raddy toothpick tits 

' • of bloozy, fuh foozy,
' pierced pussy puzzles!"
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by P. ffle lissa  fisher. 
fditor-in-Chief ■ • >

W riting for any publication is not
a responsibility to be tal̂ en 
liglitly, but it is euen more im

portant when dealing with the news— 
especially when the readers haue no 
other means to get the information 
which the newspaper is supposed to 
prouide. For a student publication, this 
would include the goings—on of Stu
dent Gouernment [SG]— good and bad. 
Howeuer, it should not lose sight of 
heeping the student body apprised of 
issues that inform them of a potential 
threat to their college education in a 
petty attempt to seek reuenge on SG in 
general and its president in particular, 
The student body needs to Hnow what 
is happening on their campus as well 
as CUNV wide, (Ylany of them don't know 
that such bodies as the College Council 
or the CSI Association enist yet they 
mahe decisions that haue a direct af
fect on the students' liues euery time 
they meet. For instance, SG can uote in 
any enpenditures it lilies, but if the As
sociation does not approue them, they 
do not go through. Why then, are these 
bodies seldom euen mentioned in the 
college's official student newspaper?

It is not only the right of the stu
dent press to question and report on 
its student elected gouernment— it is 
its obligation. As a senator, I haue to 
prepare myself for this couerage, be 
it complimentarg or not. As a member 
of the student press, as well, I under
stand this better than most. Further
more, I will admit up front, that Dwight 
Dunhleg, President of the CSI Student 
Gouernment is also on staff at ThB Third 
Rail. The student press is well within 
its boundaries when it lampoons said 
Student Gouernment, and we haue to 
accept that. Howeuer, to wage a petty 
war Guer a few dollars' stipend is be

yond irresponsiblej it is doing a great 
disseruice to the students who really 
need to know what is happening in 
their academic world. Vet, TiiB Banner 
has decided to run questionable op- 
eds written by former senators who 
were remoued from Student Gouern
ment that include some out-and-out 
lies without noting that the writer had 
been stripped of a position on SG be
cause they could not be bothered to 
attend meetingsj skewed articles that 
focus on complaining about the one
time BHpenditure of keeping the stu
dent leaders' room in good repair and 
barely mention the fact that SG has cre
ated ongoing scholarships to remem
ber lost members of the CSI family, and 
completely insulting cartoons simply 
because SG gets small stipends— 
which it deserues— and student jour
nalists don't— regardless of the fact 
that they deserue stipends euery bit 
as much as SG senators. Again, since 
I haue done both [including a year as 
editor-in-chief of Tiie Bannar, for which 
I receiued no stipend], I am aware of 
just how much time, money and effort 
each job requires.

What space this publication does 
not deuote to bashing the efforts of 
SG, it giues to fluff. It is uery interest
ing that a student managed to get 
into a porn conuention [I would loue 
to know who funded the trip] but I just 
don't think that it's front page news 
when our students are facing another 
tuition hike and cuts to financial aid 
and opportunity programs that make 
college possible for our neediest stu
dents. This particular topic was men
tioned in an article that at most was 
500 words long and buried on about 
page three or four. The planned Lobby 
Day against such cuts and tuition hike

[to take place on march 7] was noted 
briefly in the article on the Gouernor's 
budget, but the hard work and finan
cial backing SG gaue the effort was 
not mentioned at all. In addition, Tiia 
Banner failed to mention the fare 
increase that the mTA just put in place 
and the toll increases proposed forthe 
bridges, in spite of the fact that these 
facts might proue to compound the fi
nancial burden of the CSI community. 
Vet, Tiie Banner plenty of room to 
report on the minor issue of a uote on 
how the new logo— meant to increase 
uisibility and let the students know 
what SG does for them— was to be 
placed and the money spent on the 
room that SG senators spend so much 
time working in.

Articles on sen, drugs and rock-n-roll 
are nice, and should be a part of any 
student newspaper. But when there 
is more hard news in a magazine that 
is primarily intended to deal with arts, 
from an admittedly enplicit political 
point of uiew, there is a problem, Tiie 
Banner made great strides in be
coming a truly great college newspa
per, and I don't wish to take that away 
from them. As a former editor-in-chief of 
that uery publication, I can appreciate 
enactly how much work goes into put
ting out such a quality product, Howeu
er, I also realize that sometimes, finding 
news that is actuallg releuant to the 
CSI community can be difficult. Right 
now, that is not a problem. So I say to 
the staff of Tiie Banner, keep up the re
porting on SG, As a senator, I welcome 
it. Just don't keep your sights so fined 
on SG that you can't see anything else.

*

CSI student Government hard at worh.
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R M ELISSA FISHER is an award-winning journalist; she was honored by the N e w  
Y ork  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  B la c k  J o u r n a lis ts  in recognition of her work with The B la c k  
R eig n . She holds an AA in Liberal Arts and a BA in English with a concentration 
in writing and a minor in journalism, both from the College of Staten Island where 
she is currently pursuing an MA in English rhetoric. As an active student, she has 
contributed to A lw a y s  a  W o m a n , a campus feminist arts magazine and been edi- 
tor-in-chief of The B a n n e r , CSI’s official student newspaper. Currently, in addition 
to being editor-in-chief of T h ird  R a i l ,  she is the graduate representative to CSI Stu
dent Government and sits on several committees and commissions at CSI.

D W IG H T  DUNKLEY is currently pursuing a degree in Marketing at the College 
of Staten Island. As the current CSI Student Government president, Dwight is a 
member of the CSI Association, Auxiliary Services, College Council and is presi
dent of the CSI Marketing Club. A self-professed libertarian, Dwight recently trav
eled to Havana, Cuba on assignment for T h ird  R a i l  to investigate the island-nation’s 
unique form of socialism {a rtic le  fo r th c o m in g ) .

SHAW N FISHER is a decorated veteran of the U n i te d  S ta te s  N a v a l  R e s e r v e  who 
majors in Communications at the College of Staten Island, with a specialization in 
Journalism. He holds an Associates of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences and has 
received two P r e s id e n t ia l  C o m m e n d a t io n s  from the University for his activities 
on Campus. He has also worked professionally for The B la c k  R e ig n , a newspaper 
dedicated to providing im portant content to Black New Yorkers. Credits extend to 
P h o tic s , an online and print magazine founded by a CSI Alumnus and The Sci~Fi 
G u ys, a webzine covering the world of science-fiction and fantasy.

JEFF M C G R A H A M  is currently on a 
quest to find Nirvana. Consequently, he 
is attempting to suppress his id, ego and 
superego and so refuses to participate 
in self promotion.
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T h i r d  R a i l :  T h e  P o l i t i c a l  A r t s  M a g a z i n e  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  S t a t e n  I s l a n d  
is  s e e k in g  y o u r  S u b m is s io n s  & C o r r e sp o n d e n c e !

S e n d  u s  y o u r  p o e tr y , le t te r s , f ic t io n , c o m m e n ts ,  p h o to g r a p y ,  
c r it ic ism s , c o m p la in ts , c o m p le m e n t s ,  a n d  le w d  p ic tu r e s  to :

I f  SNAIL MAIL:
» Third Rail Magazint* 

c/o College of Staten Island 
2800 Victory BlvdJC-207 
Staten Island, NY 10.̂ 14

E-m ail:
editors@ThirdRailMag.com

O n  T h e  W e b :  

wwwJhirdRailMag.com

D ro p  O ff In P er so n :  
Room 231 in the Campus Center 

or in our mailbox located in Room 
1C 207 (Student Government 

Office)

mailto:editors@ThirdRailMag.com
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O nce, so ft and  new, he craved my touch ,

A mother's hand to  stroke his cheek

And dry his tears.

When did his scraped knees become immune

To the kisses that had always

Healed his wounds before?

No longer one for showy displays

Of affection.

Today the closest he allows me

Is buying the Stndex pads

That now stroke the cheek that I caressed.

His love takes the form

Of wrestling holds;

A hug of sorts— I guess.
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