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Like a thief in the night, CSI administra-
tion, mindful that the semester is drawing
to a close, has surreptitiously announced
the elimination of Sunday classes. To the
many thousands of part-time/weekend
students at CSI, already suffering from an
unequal distribution of services, this is a
staggering blow. Once again next semes-
ter, as we seem to do every new semester,
we will look at the enrollment figures and
find many former students missing. These
are the casualties of the privatization of
CUNY. Indeed it would be appropriate to
cover the administration buildings with

the names of the thousands of students
whose, yes, struggle, for an education, has
been cut short by the budget ax of the rich
and powerful. The servants of these rich
and powerful in CUNY administration,
armed with ever growing layers of “secu-
rity” forces, must be held accountable for
the damage that they are inflicting to edu-
cation and to working class people.

We must create our own organizations,
with our own principles and our own lead-
ership that will represent not the rich and
the powerful but the average student who
must work and struggle for their survival.

o
.

The servants of the rich have no right to
run our schools, no right to run them to the
ground and no right to attack us with their
cops when weresist. They must resign but
of course this they will not do. There is too
much money and too many perksinvolved
to act responsibly. After all what will they
do without the cocktail parties, the Brown-
stone villasand the expense accounts? They
may be forced to be human again.

So we must create a parallel leadership,

a mass organization of CUNY students

that can self administer the university.
This by it self will save millions for more

teachers, books, computers, etc. Torealize
such a goal we must ally ourselves with
others who have the same class interests as
ourselves, particularly organized labor but
also oppressed minorities and all those
who seek an end to the “get less, pay
more” system of capitalism that benefits
only the rich. We must organize ourselves
in anew political party - a party of the
working class as a whole.

Continued on page 15
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Campus Padlocked On Sundays!!!

by Paula T. McKeown

The axe is falling again! This college
has slipped a preposterous change
through the proverbial back door, quietly
implementing a major change to every
student’s education for next semester.
Look closely at the new schedule of classes
for the Spring of 1996.
No classes are being
offered on Sundays. [

offered on Sundays.

. Infact, the school will
be completely shut ‘7((11(1(”/
down on Sundays.
Need to go to the library, do research?
You can forget about Sundays.

This is a devastating blow to the stu-
dent body of CSI, especially part-time
students. As we have been saying in past
issues of the Voice, part-time students
have been a silent majority who have suf-
fered quietly for a long time while endur-
ing inefficientschool services. Anyschool
business needed tobe conducted, whether
it was speaking with an advisor or getting
a cup of coffee during the break of an
evening class, an evening or weekend stu-
dent did not have the services readily
available to them as day-time students.
Now this, the latest blow to students, is
the final insult.

It's important to realize why most, if
not all, evening and weekend students
attends classes during these times: many
work full time every day, are needed at
home, or have children. The already diffi-
cult strain a part-time student endures to
attain a degree, which usually takes at
least two to three times longer, becomes a
tougher burden to bear with the upcom-
ing Spring semester. Eliminating Sunday
classes cuts to the heart of the part-time
student base. No student services will be
available on Sunday. The point that's
needed to be made is that the ENTIRE
student body will be affected with the
campus PADLOCKED on Sunday.

Strategically, the situation is quickly

e ENTIRE student body
No services will be ((’1// be (I_/{f.(’(‘/t'l{ with the
campus PADLOCKED on

worsening.  This semester is almost over
and the beginning of December has ap-
proached. The administration has done
NOTHING to inform students about this
decision. No letters were sent to students,
no meetings were held, and no publicity
was dispensed. This
lack of attention tosuch
aserious decision gives
the appearance of little
ornoconcernabout the
effect this will have on
students’ education.

One office simply
pomts out that the elimination of classes on
Sunday was part of the plan President
Springer presented to students in the
spring. Frank Della of the Registrar’s office
supports the cowardly attitude of the ad-
ministration and believes that we should
consider ourselves lucky in comparison to
other CUNY schools since some of those
schools do not offer Sunday classes.

CSI's administration states that this lat-
est cut to student services is a result of the
State of New York’s budget mandate im-
posed this past spring. Even though classes
and various other services had been cut for
the Fall 1995 semester along with a dra-
matic rise in tuition, it apparently wasn't
enough. In order to close a further $4-5
million budget deficit, shutting down the
college on Sundays was deemed necessary
to meet this budgetary goal.

The questions that need to be answered
now are: Has the budget deficit been met?
How long will the college remain closed on
Sundays before the deficit has been closed?
Will the campus EVER be re-opened on
Sundays? Frank Della of the Registrar’s
office indicated that the administration is
“not at all certain” if this move is a perma-
nent circumstance. Mr. Della also stated
that the “issue of classes on Sunday, from
an administrative point of view, was going
to be discussed SOON by the Re-
Trenchment Committee.” Obviously, that
discussion will take place too late for stu-

dents attending CSI in the Spring of 1996.

The main focus of this issue, according
to Mr. Della, was “budget and retrench-
ment. $4 million to $5 million had to be
saved ... and cuts were made in different
areas.” These “different areas” included,
but weren'’tlimited to: certain unspecified
two year programs, as well as the elimina-
tion of 100 course sections from the Spring
1996 Schedule of Classes. These 100 sec-
tions “included day, evening and week-
end, with the bulk of the cuts coming from
the day and evening sections”, claimed
Mr. Della. Some Sunday classes were
moved to Saturday. “When possible,
course capacity was increased. It’s better
to sitin larger classes instead of no class at
all,” according to Mr. Della. Unfortunately
for many part time students, this is not
helpful. Their schedules are not as flex-
ible. A student working full time can’t

indiscriminantly decide to_cut one day
from their work-week!.

Mr. Ciaccia, the publicist for the
president’s office, asserted that the plan to
cancel classes and shut down the campus
on Sundays was recommended by the Re-
trenchment committee as a solution for
the “foreseeable future”. He also claims
that “no one group was singled out and
the cuts were spread out as reasonably as
possible.” Mr. Ciacciaalso claims that this
solution was putin placeinresponse to the
same budget problems originally placed
upon the college by the State this past
spring.

According toMr. Ciaccia, Sunday classes
were rescheduled for Friday nights and
Saturdays. Specifically, 23 sections were
canceled on Sundays. 17 classes were re

Continued on page.8

Night and Weekend Students: Where's the Beef?

by Paula T. Melleby-McKeown

If you are a night or weekend student,
you already know that you won’t find the
answer to this question in a CSI cafeteria.
Why? Due to the wonderful logicimposed
by the powers that be, the hours of the
cafeterias are not geared for the entire stu-
dentbody. While the cafeterias open early,
they are supposed to close at 8pm. From
personal experience, I know that if you try
to go into either one of those cafeterias
between 7:30 and 8:00pm, nine times out of
ten you will be met with indignationand a
bad attitude. I have gone in with other
class members during abreak and we have
all been givena very hard time because we
have wanted coffee, food, or even some-
thing from the vending machine. A lot of
times they don’t want to let you in, or lock
the doors at 7:45 because they’re afraid
someone will want to come in at 7:55pm.
The excuse the workers give for this atti-
tude is that they have been there all day,
are tired and want to go home. No kid-
ding! As any night or weekend student
will tell you - join the club! During one
argument, five students got very aggra-
vated with one cafeteria worker because
he did nothing but criticize the students
for having the nerve to walk into the caf-
eteria and expect to be able to buy some-
thing at 7: 55pm As we tried to tell him
that it wasn’t 8:00pm yet and were entitled
to be there, we mentioned that the activity
fee we pay goes toward the running of this
cafeteria. He told us he really didn’t care
about any of it and that if we have a prob-
lem, we should be going to the school with
our complaints. I told him that if we were
on the campus during the day and had the
time to do that, we wouldn’t have a com-
plaint.

1 can'tbelieve how insensitive this school

»It has always amazed me that with all the

decidedly against in-
| creasing cafeteria staff
| along with thehours, the
| LEAST they could do is
| have vending machines
| available in each build-
ling. It has always

amazed me that with all
/_ the millions of dollars
| theschool spenttomove

seems to be regarding a part-tlme students
schedule. That cafeteria workers attitude is
symbolic of the school administration’s at
large.
many complaints, they should be speaking
to their bosses or the school administration
and telling them they’re getting a hard time
from night-time and weekend students com-
ing in just at closing time.

At the same time, maybe some of the
school administration should take theirown
Management 100 classes to see how a busi-
ness should be operated. If the workers are
working 12-14 hours per day, they have the
right to feel tired and over-worked. Why
can'’t two shifts run in the cafeteria, each for
eight hours? It may cost some more money
to pay additional workers, but in the long
run, they will make more money because
more people will be buying food, snacks,
etc.

Evening classes start at 6:30 and teachers
usually don’t give breaks until 8:00 or 8:15.
The natural breaking point doesn’t usually
occur before 8:00, and even if it did happen
at 7:45 or even 7:30, by the time you make it
to one of the cafeterias, you won't get much
food or courteous service. Many classes are
there until almost 11:00pm. It’s very incon-
siderate of the administration not to con-
sider the needs of these students.

Another point the administration should
consider is the vending machines. If CSIis

If these workers are getting that

to thls new Campus, they figured the only
place vending machines would be neces-
sary is in the campus center and in the
Library building. CSI designed a bussing
system to get from one building to another
within the campus because of the great
distance between parking spaces and
classes along with thelack of parking. Does
that mean they also expected people to bus
between the vending machines? Atleastin
the old campus, machines were always
nearby in the B building, C building, or
accessible in the cafeteria, although that
cafeteria’s hours were just as limited.
Apparently there is a petition circulating
among the daytime students regarding the
cafeteria. This petition is said to address
the issue of overpricing in the cafeteria.
Obviously, there must be merit to this claim
if it has prompted students to take such an
aggressive stand. As a night and weekend
student, I fully support any changes that

would be made and would hope that pos-

sibly the petition could be amended to in-
clude the part time students who attend
nights and weekends and their issues with
the cafeterias policies and hours. Unfortu-
nately, 1 can’t address the overpricing is-
sue. I never have the opportunity to buy
food at the cafeteria since it's never open
when I'm at school.

The College of Staten Island boasts of
having one of, if not the largest part-time

student bodies in the CUNY system, and
the best selection of classes for a part-time
students working full time to complete a
four year degree. Maybe we should con-
duct a study to see how much weight they
have lost in the process!

STUDENTS
FIGHT
BACK!

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
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COLLEGE
VOICE OFFICE
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The Discipline of Sociology At CSI

By College Voice
Arbeiten Macht Frei-
Work Shall Set you Free

What is the discipline of Sociology, literally
thestudy of society, isfundamentally asecular,
demystifying method of inquiry. No. social
institution whether itbe the US Congress, the
NYPD, the Catholic Church or the CSI Sociol-
ogy Department is held sacred by the human-
izing criticism of sociology and are thus made
accessible to change. This critical faculty holds
truefor thespectrumofsociologicalapproaches
from FunctionalismtoClassbased approaches.
Sociology at CSIhowever falls into a different
categoryalltogether, perhapsbestdescribed as
an anti-sociology, the negation of its critical
core, that seeks not to examine the roots of
social phenomena but to prepare students to
becomeappendagesand petty functionariesof
the existing oppressive social structures. In
shortsociology hasundergoneaninternal trans-
formation to become “job training”, from criti-
cism to apology, from apology to idiocy (or
automation). Thope that this can be a contribu-
tion to an urgently needed sociology of sociol-
ogy at CSL '

Intellectual Degeneration in the New
World Order

It is not possible to understand this degen-
eration outside of the context of the overall rise
of a crass parochial fundamentalist streak in
American culture with the political initiative
being takenby the cornball christianbigots like
Pat Robertson. Itis true that particularly in the
sadly appropriately named Bible Belt states of
the Mid-West that the germ of rural idiocy has
always been preserved but it is only recently
with the crisis of “socialistideology” - themost
consistent critique of religious or idealistic
thought- that this germ started to spread like
a plague across the US and internationally.
Bourgeois liberalism the preferred ideological
and political construct of the imperialist bour-
geoisie reveals its own historical exhaustion in
its preparing the intellectual and material
groundwork for authoritarianism and ceding
the political initiative to these forces. Clinton
spoke of “ending welfare as we know it” and
Newt Gingrich spiritually guided by Pat
Robertson carries this agenda into effect by
legislating the smashing of the poor.

The international bourgeoisie emboldened
by the destruction of the Soviet Union and the
Eastern European states economically and po-
litically tied to it has embarked on a quite
frenzied feedingseekinghigher profitsthrough
the extraction of as much labor out of workers
attheleast possible cost. Thishas meant on the
one, the smashing of already politically bu-

reaucratized reformist unionssecondly the de-
struction of the welfare state and thirdly the
physicalliquidationofawholelayer ofhuman-
ity through military, para-military and police
action..

Welcome To Sociology, CSI - Check Your

Brain In At the Door

Oneneed only take alook at the CSI Spring,
96schedule of classes tosee thelowly condition
of Sociology at this campus. Only 15 classes are
offered. Of thisthefollowing classes-Criminol-
ogy, Socialization of Child, Sociology of Aging,
Social Welfare, Sociology of Education, Psy-
chological/Social disabilities Aspects,
Organiations - are all heavily imbued with a
social workerist methodology. Itis this orienta-
tion informed by the sensibilities of the Market
rather than by anything akin to social science
that has led to the degeneration of Sociology at
CSL

The Sociology department long ago was
“consolidated” with Psychology and Anthro-
pology. Psychology emerged atthehead of the
house in this polygamous, administration ar-
ranged marriage. Itis noaccident that Psychol-
ogy offers more classes and sections given the
appropriateness of a psychological, individual
centered, mind over matter, outlook for the
enforcement of the social work regime. An-
thropology makes a cameo showing with 6
classes. Thisproud materialistheritageof study-
ing the evolution of social development has
fallen prey to The Modern Tourists Guide To
The Exotic boring relativism that s the current

vogue in Anthropology. The theme of sacrific-
ing intellectual independence at the altar of
bourgeois bureaucracy - a social work bureau-
cracy is recurrent through the PSA depart-
ment.
From The Point Of Production To The
Classroom

Theideological terrainhas sharply shifted to
the right as the bourgeoisie is no longer con-
cerned about the working class challenging its
powerinacomprehensive way aséxpressed in
the ideology of genuine revolutionary social-
ism. Thelackeys of thebourgeoisiein the work-
ing class those labor bureaucrats and social
democratswhohavealwaysatefrom thespoils
of the bourgeois table are forced to shift in
order to be relevant servants. This spec-
tacle has seen the likes of “New” Labour in

Britain become nearly indistinguishable
from the forthright bourgeois parties like
the Tories in their willingness to carry out
austerity measures against the working
class. The Spanish social democrats after 17
years in power after the demise of

Francoism find themselves to the right of
the main right wing party. In the US the
Democrats, thebourgeois alternative to the
bourgeoisie (go figure), incorporate in its
outstretched liberal arms the anti-worker,
anti-human policies of religious fundamen-
talists and fascists.

In the academy the intellectual brokers
of this worthless social democratic ideol-
ogy have been erecting fantastic even mys-
tical explanations of this phenomenon.

Their basic contention under all the preten-
tiousjargonis that an alternative to capital-
ist exploitation does not exist. We live in
another planet, no, an “information soci-
ety”, social class and class struggle have
disappeared. Instead they put forward
“multi-culturalism” or how people can be
further commodified alongethnic, national,
religious, gender, racial lines ad nauseam.
This is the final stage of appropriating the
struggles of oppressed groups like blacks
and women for equality into the capitalist
market.

The practical import of this ideological
orientation is the transformation of public
higher education that caters to the working
class into sleek techno-authoritarian are-
nas of extended job training. An “intellec-
tual cleansing” the academic equivalent of
“ethnic cleansing” has been taking place
particularly in institutions like CUNY
where the curriculum, unencumbered by
“outdated” analysisinformed by class, will
go about creating a workforce with the
intellectual and psychological make-up con-
ducive to maximum profit.

The Department of Psychology /Sociol-
ogy/ Anthropology at CSI has been ex-
tremely successful in establishing this
orientation. The apparent lack of any intel-
lectual integrity on the part of the faculty
with few exceptions and the political bank-
ruptcy of the teachers union has greatly
helped this process along.

The destruction of CUNY at the hands of
thebosses free market in the form of budget
cuts and tuition hikeshashad a debilitating
affect on the quality of our curriculum.
Faculty who have the power to teach us are
subdued and transformed into cowards,
impotent in the face of this massive threat
to thought, the ability to think. The quality
of their ideas and the quality of their action
or inaction are in dialectical unity. The
faculty union - the Professional Staff Con-
gress - must be broken away from class
collaboration and turned into a tool of class
struggle. Students who have kept the open
admissions mission of CUNY alive through
mass and militant demonstrations against
the cuts must reforge their own organiza-
tion and ally itself with faculty willing to
fight the cuts.

Fight the
Degeneration of the
Curriculum! Overturn
the Hegemony of
Bourgeois Bureaucracy!

Sociology

The United States of America is about to
send 20,000 of its bravest to the rescue of
the peacein the former Yugoslavia. A peace
agreement has been signed lately in an
Air-Force base in Ohio. The major pro-
tagonists accepted American leadership
and mediation.

During the conflict a tremendous
ageount of violence was unleashed, and
atrocities were committed by all. It was
therefore very difficult to convince the
three parties to sit at the same-table. A
profound understanding of psychology—
PSY 416 Group Dynamics, and PSY 598
Psychology Internship—was necessary to
the American diplomats to arrive at their
goal. Anunderstanding of sociology—SOC
380 Organizations, and SOC 212 Crimi-
nology—was also very helpful to Richard
Hollbrooke who headed the team of diplo-
mats.

The American team has successfully
made the three parties abide by the same
values: self-respect, and respect of others.
And even if the wounds ran very deep,
and hatred was almost visible in the eyes
of the Europeans, American diplomacy
showed efficient by using the appropriate
tools.

The obvious lesson to be learned from
this peace brokerage is the importance of
social work. The failure of the European
style of education is also obvious. One

and Diplomacy

notices that neither POL 202 Modern Po-
litical Thought, POL 260 International Poli-
tics, POL 349 Human Rights, nor PHL 221

Theoretical stuff that is not
~applied to real life is
 meaningless. Only the
 theories that emphasize
practical matters should be
- studied. ’

Logic and Scientific Method have been
used to arrive at a peaceful settlement of
the armed conflict. This also shows the
poverty, and powerlessness of these teach-
ings.

In real life, in international politics, in
business—MGT 320 Organization Behav-
ior, which has as a prereq PSY 100—Ilearn-
ing about how to solve conflicts between
people is a.crucial plus. Theoretical stuff
that is not applied to real life is meaning-
less. Only the theories thatemphasize prac-
tical matters should be studied.

Thereis a great demand for social work-
ers in America. And, because of the
globalization of the economy, there will be
anincreasingly greater demand for Ameri-
canknow-how throughout the world. New

opportunities are to be seen in this pro-
cess. If the State Department uses our tech-
niques toreach peaceful resolution of wars,
businesses do too. As future social work-
ers, we shouldn’t limit ourselves to tradi-
tional jobs like counseling and
mentoring—PSY 340 Mentoring or SOC
350 PSY %SOC Disability Aspects—we
should use our intuition to find new jobs.

Most students with whom I spoke be-
fore writing this article agreed with me
that in the future only a practical educa-
tion can be useful. The study of different
cultures is very important to understand
the different mindsets and viewpoints. It
helps also the person to establish a kind of
positive relationship with the different
communities. Good students should watch
Channel 13, and if they have cable The
Discovery Channel or The Learning Chan-
nel. A course in anthropology could be
very helpful, for example ANT 201 Cul-
tural Anthropology. In this course one
could learn. that !Kung and Yanomami
people have very strange customs from
our perspective. But, weare also strange to
them, so we shouldn’t judge them. We
should try to understand everybody.

The example of the resolution of the
conflict in former Yoguslavia shows thata
useful education can help one which can
help others,

i\l\\ll\l.‘-fk\l‘lﬂ\

From managing misery at home
to managing civil war abroad,
social workers are the human
face of capitalist oppression!
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The Pilot

by Otto Matick

Sometimes when I drive to work in the
morning, Idon’tremember how I got there.
And, sometimes I make moral judgments
without really thinking about what I am
saying. It's a kind of cultural automatic
pilot that takes control of my life. So, I
decided to talk about my feelings to a
counselor, here at the College.

The first meeting with the counselor
went great. I asked her about her qualifica-
tions, she said she had a masters degree in
Social Work. She was smiling all the time
and her voice was kind of soft. We agreed
to meet once a week to discuss what I
characterized as anxiety.

Our first session started off when she
asked me to describe what I felt. I ex-
plained that working and studying was
difficult tohandle emotionally.Idescribed
how I felt about behaving without really
thinking about what I am doing. I ex-
plained to her that sometimes I surprised
my self doing things unconsciously be-
cause I had repeated the same action so
many times. I told her that I had felt really
bad after saying “have a good day” to my
mom. I told her that every time this hap-
pens to me, I feel like Thave no energy, and
I can’t perform my job duties the way I'm
supposed to.

She then asked me to describe myself to
her. Isaid I worked as an assistant office
manager in an insurance company. I said
I was thirty-four and that I was a business
major at CSI. After I had pronounced
these words, I felt that my description of
my self was more like a business resume. I
didn’tfeel thatI wasjust that, butI thought
she would understand. She did. She gave
me a couple of pages to fill in: that was to
test my mental hygiene.

She asked me if I was married, if I lived
with my parents, and then she rendered
her professional verdict: I experienced a
minor neurotic problem. But she hurried
to say that that was OK because millions of
people are “this way.”

Ileft her office, after she made me prom-
ise to go back, and I started thinking. I
knew I wasn't that sick. I knew that—well
atleastI thoughtso. But thenIrealized she
was probably right. She is a professional,
she had probably helped hundreds of
people before me. She was probably very
successful at fixing problems.

Then it occurred to me that maybe she
was crazy, maybe she was one of the mil-
lions of Americans she described as neu-
rotics. What if I was a healthy man? Did
she say that just because I wrote that I had

done some drugs and that I went to pros-
titutes?

I think that one is sometimes forced to
smoke a joint because of the oppressive
situation we live in. There is a cathartic
effect that cannot be denied. What about

 NO EXIT

help another? I remember the look she
gave me when she read that I went to
prostitutes. She was disgusted and upset.
ButIam nomaniac, Iamjustugly, and that
she couldn’tsee, or admit to herself. Why?
Because the books don’t say a thing about
ugliness. The books don’t say a thing

The automatic pilot solves all the problems Abureaucrat
always refers to his or her superiors, always refers to rules. -
- No individual thought. |

prostitutes? Well, I think I am a fairly ugly
man. [don’t think Thave alow self-esteem
but I think that I am not attractive. To
provemy point,Iwould say thatnowoman
was ever attracted to me. Prostitution and
pornography help me deal with my natu-
ral sexual drive. Masturbation is what
puts me to sleep at night.

The way the counselor handled my case
was very professional: she didn’t get in-
volved. Iwas a patient. She used what she
had learned in the books to solve my prob-
lems. At the same time the book said that
she too was aneurotic. How can a neurotic

about that.

I know a lot of people are going to get
outraged because of this article, but Iwould
like them to think with me about the rea-
sons they are upset. Pornography de-
grades women. What about men?
Pornography commodifies sex, whatabout
the rest, what about life, isn’t it also
commodified? Don’t we all sell our bod-
ies’ labor for wages? What about the mil-
lions of couples who have made sex a
routine, shouldn’tthey be punished? What
about... ;

The automatic pilot solves all the prob-

lems. A bureaucrat always refers to his or
her superiors, always refers to rules. No
individual thought. None. Isn’t it danger-
ous?

The way people act with each other
makes me sick. The automatic pilot is
always there: Hi, what’s up? Hey, what's
up? How are you doing? Have a good
day! See you! Bye! Yes, sir. There is not
truth in these phrases, no empathy, no
feelings, nothing. You may say: well,
people don’thave the time, the energy, it's
way too much to ask of people, or you
don’t feel like being friendly sometimes. I
thinkit’sstill disgusting. A professoropens
the door to a dean. A vice-president whis-
pers a banality to an aspiring provost.

I don’t think that these people are bad
people. I think they’re just not thinking,
they’re running under auto-pilot. How
many parties haveIgone to where girlsare
being girls, and boys being boys. Every-
body under auto-pilot. But nobody can
really have fun. They get drunk, high,
stupid, but still can’t have fun. They’re
under auto-pilot. A girl fixes her hair, a
boy fixes his hair. A girl fixes her shirt. A
boy fixes his shirt. They have sex. They’re
under auto-pilot. It tells them whatthey’re
supposed to do. Don’t worry, here we
think for you!

My professors come to class, they lec-
ture, they try to make us interested in
meaningless accounting ledgers and bal-
ance sheets, in great marketing strategies,
in managerial crap. They’re under auto-
pilot.

Business people wear business clothes,
politicians too. Teachers wear teachers’
clothes, the homeless wear their uniform,
soldiers wear their uniforms, and no one
pauses to consider the craziness in all this.
Lovers have their “song” produced by
some money-hungry materialist. Isn't it
kind of fake? Where is the human in all
this?

Itis very difficult to live this life of small
happiness: scoring high in a Nintendo
game, dating amanyou don’treally like to
make your girl-friend jealous, finding a
five-dollar bill on the floor. The small
happiness of the secretary who doesn’t
help you to feel powerful, the small happi-
ness of the cop who gives you a ticket, of
the professor who gives you an A-.

I know many of you will think that I am
crazy. I admitit’s easier for you to do that.
Because if you try to think about what I
said, youmay feel the same kind of disgust
with life as it is as I do. Thank you for
reading till the end.

Think!! Think!! Think!! Think!! Think!! Think!! Ihink!! Think!!

Mind Gulag

By Bertell Ollman

Hold everything. Before you go any further,

[ have a little test for y

you. It's a game | call *

‘Mind Gulag”

much of your mind is dllL‘dd\ undcx enemy occupation. Prizes w ill be awarded at the end.
Answer True of False to the followi ing:
. Human beings are basically ywcd) and selfish.
2. The rich deserve what they have because they earned it.

The poor deserve what the

have, or in this case what they don’t

()
3
4. There have always been rich and poor, and there always will be.
5. Democracy exists as long as there are two or more parties contesting elections, and people are not coerced to vote for either one.

have

,and it’s meant to determine how

, because they're lazy and shiftless.

5, We are free as long as there are two or more parties contesting olutmns and pu»plc are not coerced to vote for either one.
7. The American Government is interested in promoting freedom and democracy around the world.
8.Most Americans are middle class.
9. Most workers are satisfied with their lot and would never go on strike if not stirred up by outside agitators.
10. Socialism is what they had in the Soviet Union.

Now give yourself ten points for every time you answered “

True

. Add up the total. Here are your pr izes. Those who scored

0-30 win an Albert Einstein Medal for Critical Thinking, If you have score of 40-70, you receive a Tiresias Pin (with points on both ends)
indicating you can go either way. While those who racked up a count of 80-100 win a Ronald Reagan Gulag of the Mind Banner, which
doubles as a blindfolds, pamtcd inred, white and blue. All prizes will be given out along with your college degree when you graduate. After
all, who has helped you to win your prize more than teachers?
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French Students and
Workers Show the Way!!

tudents in 40 universities across France are out on the streets protesting
inadequate funds for their schools. Over 100,000 students demonstrated in
Paris to send a message to the new right-wing budget cutting president of
France, Chirac, that the budget will not be balanced on the backs of their
education. The Chirac government announced a series of budget cuts that will hurt
students, workers and the poor. Chirac claims that this is necessary for the European
Union (EU) to achieve a single currency by 1999. The French students and workers
have answered back through their inspiring massive actions that they will not accept
a EU that is a union of Europe’s bosses for the sake of better exploiting Europe’s
workers. The EU is a concept similar to NAFTA which the US government rammed
through but only broader since a common currency and open borders amongst other
things are envisaged. Similar to NAFTA, which precil;:itated the collapse of the
Mexican Peso and has brought immense suffering through job losses and lower wages
to those across North America who are working class and poor., the EU is also an
agreement for a “Greater Europe” where bosses will be able to exploit workers much
more efficiently and social spending on education and Healthcare will be slashed.
CUNY students like their counterparts in France have battled back valiantly against
budget cuts and tuition hikes to our own education. However the key differenceis that
the French working class, particularly those organized in the public sector i.e.
transportation, hospitals, schools, power services, media, post and Telecom, have
joined the students literally by the millions. Roughly 5 million public sector workers
have been on strike and in mass demonstrations since the last week of November
protesting cuts to pension plans, higher taxes and an extension of the retirement age.
These actions have brought France to a virtual halt, showing who it is that creates the
wealth in a country. If the strikes are generalized even further, into the private sector,
there is a good possibility that the French workers and students will manage to bring
down the Chirac government. Aside from putting an end to the budget cuts this could
open up the way to bring down the bosses EU which would be a huge victory.
Despite the great militancy shown by our French brothers and sisters they too lack
a Party that can take the fight beyond budget cuts to the question of which class rules
- the bosses or the workers. Such a Party must base itself on the lessons of the Paris
Commune and the Bolshevik Revolution - which smashed the rule of the bosses and
replaced it with workers councils. France, a rich industrialized country unlike Russia

in 1917, would be largely immune to the possibility of a Stalinist style bureaucratiza-

tion of the new Workers State.

For Mass Action in the Spring!

We must follow the example of the French students and learn from the example of
the French workers. Our own two bit sell out labor bureaucrats like Stanley Hill (DC
37)and Dennis Rivera (1199) will sell their mothers to the bosses before they take action
to defend the workers. CUNY students can play a key role in forcing the labor
deadwood to shit or get off the pot by appealing to the angry rank and file in these
unions. The students and workers of NYC too must join our comrades in France in
fighting back with mass action and class politics. '

Interestingly enough France has a lower percentage of union membership (9%) than
even the US (12%) but French workers are kicking ass while we are getting our asses
Kicked. Once again the reason for this lies in the quality of the political leadership. The
French unions are led by Communists and Socialists. Although both these groups long
ago ceased to be revolutionary they can still occasionally tell the difference between a
boss and a worker. Behold our American labor leadership. Their main function has
been to tie American workers to the Democrats (a bosses party) and carry out vicious
attacks against workers militants within the US and abroad in conjunction with the
CIA. No progress is possible for American workers and students with this monstrosity
in the leadership of the unions.

The Spring of ‘96 mustbe a spring of mass action by the students and workers of NYC
if we are to preserve what s left of publiceducation and services. If our French brothers
and sisters can bring their bosses to a halt so can we. Forward to a Mass General Strike
of Workers and Students in the Spring. Stop the Budget Cuts. For A Workers Party and
a Workers Government. ‘

Victory to the Students and Workers!!

TrE CovLece Vorce
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We need a better Alternative Revolution Not Reform

Thls article is in response to M.D.
Wijerama’s article, “The Stinking Corpse
of Social Democracy or Why Capitalism
Cannot Be Reformed - A Response to H.B.”
I consider Mr. Wijerama’s article pure dia-

I realize that the state is
repressive but we do live
in a country with the
power to vote.

tribe. It was constant criticism and noth-
ing much more.

In my article I talked about concrete
alternatives to capitalism as we know it. I
talked about redistribution of the wealth.
I'talked about economic organizations like
cooperatives, non-profit organizations,
government ownership of delivery of
goods and services and other types of eco-
nomicorganizations. These organizations
represent an alternative to the giant multi-
national capitalist corporations.

Let’s see what Mr. Wijerama'’s alterna-
tives are to capjtalism. This is it and I
quote, “..to meet peoEle’s needs...will
require nationalizing the commanding
heights of the economy.” These words
seem lofty and knowledgeable but really
do not analyze economics very much. Is
nationalization the only alternative to the
corporation dominated capitalism?

I think we have to offer more alterna-
tives. Just look at the Soviet Union and its
thoroughly nationalized economy. It was,
from many accounts, an unwieldy, bur-
densome, inefficient ‘system and domi-
nated by the Communist Party. In the end
it collapsed under its own weight. Is this
what we want for an alternative to capital-
ism? Ihardly think so. Pure nationaliza-
tion is the real “corpse” of economic

systems.
Another point of his article states my
contention thatlarge privately owned cor-

porations could be democratically man-
aged is in his terms a “contradiction in
terms that ignores the reality of class con-
flict.” He completely ignores the fact that
I talked about corporations being owned
by small investors, pension funds and
cooperativebanks which arein turnowned
by average people. He also doesn’t realize
thatmore democratically run corporations
in many parts of the capitalist world are
shown to run more efficiently even though
dominated by the wealthy ruling class. I
would instead, just like to see the corpora-
tions owned more democratically.

The last point I refer to is the
statement tﬁat Iignore the whole
question of the State. I know that |
at the time Mr. Wijerama was |
writing his article he hadn’t seen |
my article on revolution. I realiz
that the state is repressive but we
doliveina country with the power |
tovote. My revolution articleana
lyzes the strengths and pitfalls o.
average people trying to wrestle
control of the state away from the
wealthy ruling class. Istated tha
the election process could be an
educational process for people in
order to arm themselves for the
fight against repression. ‘

Denunciation of capitalism i
good but to not have a good alter- |
native to replace it with is fool |
hardy. Mr. Wijerama criticize
pragmatism but to overthrow th
capitalist system and replace i
with nationalization of all eco
nomicorganizationsis unproduc
tive. Thereplacement of bourgeois
democracy with Leninist Bolshe
vism will lead to Stalinism. We
need a better alternative!

The fallacy of HB's argument lies in his
attempt to reconcile his abhorence of capi-
talism with his abhorence of Marxism. This
leadshimtosuch peculiarnotions as “demo-
cratically owned corporations”. If by this
HB is referring to a planned economy un-

der the democratic control of workers coun-

cils we would heartily agree however his
reference to “democratically run corpora-
tions in many parts of the capitalist world”
shows that this is not so. The whole sorry
history of “self-management” and “market
socialism” shows that within a capitalist

market all such experiments duplicate the
very same features of “multi-national cor-
porate capitalism” i.e. competetion, lay-
offs, low wages, except now workers can

rubber stamp their own firing.

This is naught else but cheap subterfuge
totrick workersinto bearing aneven greater
burden than they allready have in regular
capitalist enterprises. Jeffrey Sachs and
other bourgeois economists and
witchdoctors have been implementing the
very same measures that HB yearns for in

[11 order to have true workers
corttrol of the means u/

;muh ‘fron it s necessary to
abolish the capitalist market.

Eastern Europe to carry out capitalist resto-
ration. The massive unemployment, plant
closures and racism that has arisen on this
basisis surely not HB’s alternative. Inorder
to have true workers control of the means
of production it is necessary to abolish the
capitalist market. This of course is not pos-
sible through iece meal reform but re-
quire the smashing of the capitalist State.
HB’s derision of the Soviet economy we
agree with. Democratic planning of the
economy through worker’s councils is a
world apart from the bureaucratic plan-
ning that occurred after the Stalinist degen-
eration of the Russian Revolution. The
bureaucratic caste that sat on top of the
Soviet economy was the negation of work-
ers control. A major source of HB’s confu-
sion stems from his belief in the old myth -
Leninism leads toStalinism. This argument
has always had more to do with class preju-
dice than historicaccuracy. A river of blood
separates the consolidation of a bureau-
cratic caste led by Stalin from the establish-
ing of Soviet power. For lack of space to do
justice to this important history, I refer HB
to Leon Trotsky’s, “Revolution Betrayed.”
This documents the degeneration of the
revolution and the rise of Stalin with the
historicinsight and revolutionary perspec-
tive that only a leader and partner of Lenin

Religious Bigotry

By Lemuel Ayudtud

When I was a child, I spoke as a chlld I
understood as a child: but Ibecame aman,
I put away childish things (1 Cor. 13:11)

I fear that some religious bigots have
made themselves known through The Col-
lege Voice. I feel that their religious bias
sprouted from their misconception of who
Godis, They

of people to argue; I am writing to make
religious bigot, as well as the reader, to
explore God beyond the realms of their/
your television set. To take a phase from
an ex-president, “God is not a crock”, nor
is He the money begging machine that
some of these T.V. evangelists portray. To

write and
speak as

Perfectton can never be understood by the

thosikh fihey imperfect. We can derive ideas, through
Sbebres “logic”, that could explam the unexplamable
with the su-

pernatural; God. Why would ajudgement
be set down on paper, and be printed, if
they are based on their logic and in their
thinking , and not on experience. As an
old adage says, “Experience is the best
teacher.” I feel that the writers of religious
bigotry have no understanding as well as
no experience of the God they condemn.
Furthermore they, through theirignorance
and lack of experience, try to convince the
populace that God is hog-wash and that
his existence is a fallacy.

You critics of perfection, have you spent
time in church where the presence of God
was so overwhelming that it sent you cry-
ing to your Knees? Have you seen the
lame walk through the mention of Jesus
name? Have youseen and experienced, as
I have a demon-possessed kid jerk his
head backwards, growl, and say “No, No”,
when the bible was being placed on his
head? Then bitting pages off from it, just
to ask me later, “What happened to my
bible?” -Yes, not all church goers are im-
mune to demonic devices, it can only be
done through Jesus name. (Mk 16:16-18)

As a Christian I am not writing this
commentary to evaluate the desired want

tell you the truth, I, myself, don’t listen to
these guys because some yield a propa-
ganda. I even blame some for the deterio-
ration of religious respect of this country,
and its declining trust in men of God.

Perfection can never be under-
stood by the imperfect. We can derive
ideas, through “logic”, that could explain
the unexplainable. Ido not claim to have
all the knowledge of the scriptures, nor do
I claim that I understand it all, I just be-
lieve. “So then faith cometh by hearmg,
and hearing the word of God.” (Rom.
10:17). These slick, uncaring, egotistical,
bigots, who think they are God, need to
here the word. The problem is they have
no patience or the gall to admit that they
will be proven wrong. Their “Tunnel-
vision” thinking have made them slander-
ers of the world Professing themselves to
be wise, they became fools(rom 1:22). For
“..fools say in there heart ‘There is no
God'...”(ps. 14:1) and they feel they are
right in their own eyes. (Pr.12:15). Ever
learning, and never able to come to knowl-
edge of the truth.(2

Continued on page 8

Aresponse to “Religious Bigotry”

Free Reasoning

By Marco Sainte

I was skimming through the Banner the
other day (Yes, I read the Banner, what's
wrong with that?), when I came across an
article of scathing complaint. A certain
Lemuel Ayuditud who happens to be a
Christian Club member and acquaintance
of mine was
appalled by
the “religious
bigotry” in
the Voiceand
expressed his contempt. He argued that
the writers should not have judged God
because they had no experience in the
matter. He then goes on to say that he is
part of a Jesus freak minority, and that he
has “sense- experience”; he’s a believer.

Now I'm not going to knock his beliefs,
argue with him, or try to make him look
stupid. They are his beliefs, and I am in no
position to force him to change his mind,
or condemn him for them. I'm just here to
respond and defend the integrity of the
other writers and myself (however, I feel
thatI must point out that the word “minor-
ity” referring to “Jesus freaks” is mislead-
ing. They are all over this country, in
growing numbers, and they are the shock
troops of powerful institutions in control
of this world.)

I myself know that I am not a religious
bigot. A bigotissomeone who refuses any
ideas other than his own. Putting the
word ‘religious’ in front simply shows
what the person is bigoted about. I have
openly experienced myself to just about
every single religious idea from just about
every religion, from Christianity to voo-
doo. I do not know about the others, but
they are generally open minded. So I feel
that this particular label is unfair. How-

..ot everyone has

the same experience.

That doesn't mean that yours is better.

ever I have seen many religious individu-
als who don’t want to accept any other
ideas other than the pastor’s. I wonder if
the title belongs to them....

I'mnot going to question my colleague’s
experience, for he did see these things in
his parish (at
least he says
so, I trust
him), but to
say that the
writers haven tis again uncalled for. Sure,
they might not have the church experience
(I do, it’s one of the reason why I'm so
cynical), however they have experience in
religious matters because they are not
afraid to see what goes on outside the
church walls. They have watched every
move these religious leaders have made
since catholic school. They’ve seen and
experienced every hypocrisy, every rotten
deal, every fleecing of the congregation,
every controversy, and every public ex-
posing that these men have done and gone
through. Now, withall thatinmind, don’t
you think that they are entitled to their
articles? Let’s think logically: you subject
someone to cruelty and wrong doing, then
when the person criticizes the party in-
volved, you condemn him?? I understand
thatmy acquaintance doesn’t care for those
criticizing his system of beliefs, but to dis-
credit their reasoning is criminal. At least

- realize where they come from. I under-

stand where you do, hence my respect.
You had the good part, the others just saw
some other things that disturbed them

I know that it’s uncomfortable to hear

Continued on page 8
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..Campus Padlocked

scheduled for Friday evenings and Sat-
urdays, leaving six sections eliminated.

As an offering of support to the concept
of completely shutting down the campus
and canceling classes on Sunday, Mr.
Ciaccia claimed that overtime costs to keep
the campus operating on Sundays are
highly expensive. Although he wouldn’t
release a firm figure, he claimed this was a
major factor in concluding that one day
had to be eliminated from the schedule.
They had to “cut somewhere” so they de-
cided to eliminate one day. Neither Mr.
Ciaccia nor Mr. Della were able to answer
whether the possibility existed of another
day being eliminated in the future.

Mr. Della relayed that due to regula-
tions, fire laws and laboratory laws, stu-
dent enrollment cannot be higher than the
allowed capacity of any given classroom
orlaboratory room. Obviously, this mostly
affects the science classes and, as a result,
the science classes saw less increases of
class size, while the students of humani-
ties, liberal arts and other disciplines were
CORRALLED into small classrooms.

Mr. Della feels it's very important to
point out that we have a “luxury” that
many other CUNY campuses don’t have.
“We have the luxury of prudently being
able to increase course capacities. Some
schools are so small they don’t have the
option to increase their course capacities.
But we do” Obviously, he has never satin
a classroom with 40 students crammed
together in one of the “roomy” 9’ x 12’
classrooms..

Some students may beg to differ regard-
ing the option of increasing course capaci-
ties. By using capacity laws as the only
guideline for increasing class size, an effi-
cient learning environment is not always
attained. Specifically, one Communica-
tions class this semester was booked with
the normal amount of students (approxi-
mately 35). However, the administration
did not bother to check how many com-
puters were available for the students to
use. There were approximately 14 com-
puters. No lab time was assigned for the
class, and the only time available was one
night from 4:40 to 8:00pm, one day from 2-
4pm, and sometimes one other time dur-

ing the day. Students spent the whole
semester scrambling for computers, try-
ing to reschedule their lives around get-
ting assignments done that they should
have been able to complete during class
time. Is this our future? Increased class
sizes and, as long as the fire code and laws
permitit, stuffing students into classrooms
where they will be struggling to get the
education they are paying more than ever
for?

Mr. Ciaccia voiced concern that there
could very well be further cuts by the State
and, as such, CUNY is “trying to anticipate
and be ready. As a result, it’s better to be
prudent in spending. Since there was no
warning in the spring when the State is-
sued its referendum about thebudget, there
wasno time to plan. We were already well

[t is unbelicoable how the State and CUNY see

cutting classes and limiting educational
possibilities as a healthy solution.

into the fiscal year.”

Mr. Ciaccia and Mr. Della could not
offer many other alternatives that were
pursued to meet this budget deficit. They
both indicated that retirement and incen-
tive packages were offered to some staff at
CSJ, along with the elimination of some
support staff. The retirement incentives
were part of the plan from the State legis-
lature, not from CSI. Across the board, 43
people retired, including professors and
administration from all levels. Suppos-
edly, any positions that were eliminated
during this period are not going to be
replaced. Mr. Della cited many examples,
including: if there is a three person psy-
chology department, and two professors
resigned or their positions were eliminated,
the department would have to continue to
run with that one professor.

This is an interesting concept, except
when taken into consideration a classified
ad that was in the help wanted section of
the New York Times on Sunday, Novem-
ber 25, 1995:

COMMUNICATIONS

TECHNOLOGIES

Film/Video/Desk Top

Publishing Supervisor

serves as projects development and co-
ordinator for the college TV studio.and the
departmental desktop publishing facility....
to develop the educational use of the col-
lege TV studio, to coordinate the educa-
tional use of the media labs, and to develop
the educational use of the media facilities
for the community and college. ‘Start date
after February 1, 1996. Salary: $26,000 to
$44,000.

It seems that they have the money, but
they don’t know what pocket it’sin!

So, where do we go from here? It is
unbelievable how the State and CUNY see
cutting classes and limiting educational
possibilities as a healthy solution. More
frightening than anything is the thought
that the future is
uncertain and ad-
ministration is try-
ing to tell us that
they don’t know
how long these cuts
will last. Transla-
tion: we can kiss Sunday classes good-
bye. We will not receive any guarantee of
the re-implementation of these classes any-
time soon. Although we are being told
that it’s a temporary measure, they origi-
nally said this of the classes that were
canceled for this semester. Instead of mak-
ing up for the shortfall of Fall 1995, they
have implemented even more severe cuts
for Spring 1996. The Transit Authority is
doing a similar move: after threatening
layoffs during the spring of this year for
the same reasons (State and City govern-
ment refusing to contribute their annual
share to the MTA) many employees ac-
cepted retirement incentive packages
boosted to encourage attrition. The day
after the latest fare increase went into ef-
fect, they sent letters out to almost 200 bus
mechanics threatening layoffs because they
suddenly have too many workers for the
fiscal 1996 budget. In the same way the
Transit Authority is more than willing to
sacrifice safety, the CUNY system seems
more satisfied with sacrificing higher edu-
cation for the youth of this city.

It seems that all bureaucracies have the

same story. They have a deficit that they
need to make up, they make cuts, promise
that they will relinquish the cuts as soon as
the budget deficit is alleviated, then as
soon as they get their cuts, they whimsi-
cally discover that they have twice as much
of a deficit that they thought they had and
continue to make cuts. We saw this on the
day the Pataki administrationstepped into
office. The day before his inauguration,
we were told the State budget deficit was
between $1.5 and $2 billion. Assoon as he
sat in the chair, it grew to $5 billion!

The explanation is always the same - it's
notour fault, it's the prior administration’s
fault. :

The CSI administration should be care-
ful how they treat their studentbody. This
is a school - not a private business or
corporation. The job here is to educate the
nation’s youth. The education of the indi-
vidual should be first and foremost. They
are doing nothing better than acting like a
corporation suffering from a bad 1st and
2nd quarter and deciding that the best
solution is to lay-off 2,000 workers to cut
their bottom line immediately. That may
work as a cut-throat, ruthless maneuver
on Wall Street, but not in a Community
College dedicated to the preservation of
education and supported by the taxpay-
ers. Shutting the school down for an entire
day every day of the week, creating an
inefficient learning environment, closing
services to students and raising tuition, is
not the way to run a school.

If this administration isn’t careful, the
students who manage to struggle through
all the problems and cutbacks, and gradu-
ate will not hold CSI in high esteem. The
private universities which the CSI admin-
istration tries to mimic, can rely on the
support of their alumni association. In the
very near future, CSlis going to find them-
selves with an alumni association of bitter
graduates with a very bad attitude to-
wards the college. Hence, the administra-
tion better not count on them for support
for future endeavors.

..Bigotry

Continued from page 7

Ti. 3:7). Hey man, only the blind will
take the leading from the blind. (Mat.
15:14).

I know I've come out fighting since the
beginning, but I don’t mean to. I am just
upset that writers without Godly experi-
ence, have the intestinal fortitude, the guts,
to proclaim their statements as truth. Ido
not claim myself as a sinless human being
because I too am a sinner. To quote the

scriptures, “For all have sinned, and come

short of the glory” (Rom. 3:23), and if the
banks of New York don’t have money, I
have no sin.

I'm pretty sure that regardless of my
boldness towards proclaiming the truth,
there will be some who will find fault...in
something. Understand, I am part of a
“Jesus freak” minority; I speak of things
from “sense-experience:; I am a believer.
I've experience that “Pentecostal experi-
ence” people downgrade and make fun of.
Hey, LISTEN TO ME - DON'T KNOCK IT
‘TIL YOU’VE TRIED IT!!!' You’'ve got to
know Him. Experience Him. As a pastor
oncetold a cynical unbeliever, “Sir, you've
got to cut your head off and run to God
with your heart”. A night later the same
man came running to the alter, speaking in
tongues (Acts 2), in tears, and then be
slained in the spirit. After service the pas-
tor asks him what happened, and the man
states, “ I just did what you told me, I cut
my head off and came to Jesus with my
heart.” Hey mister high and mighty, and
to my patient readers, what you need to
do is to remove your head from, your

" shoulders and come to Jesus with your

heart. Now don’t take me literally, what

I'm saying is that you can never fully
understand God -so don’t try. Don’t just
know about Him, you've got to know Him.

To make myself clearer, Idon’t assowith
mister Newt, his friends, of their usage of
religion to promote their political agenda.
I am a Apostolic Pentostica. I lift and mag-
nify Jesus, Him crucified (1 Cor. 2:2), and
Him alone. I am not a religious fanatic, I
just love the Lord. I HAVE THE
EXPERIENCE...DO YOU???

P.S. Read Proverbs 2:1-7

...Reasoning

Continued on page

unfavorable things about something that
you hold dear; however it is worthwhile
to analyze and check what is said before
you start lashing out. I don’t dare write or
say a controversial item about religion
unless I have my facts straight. And I
don’tgoagainstanidea unlessI’ve checked
every possible application of it. Likewise,
I feel others should do the same thing.
Remember, not everyone has the same
experience. That doesn’t mean that yours
is better. For eéxample, do your dreams

come true? Strange question, eh? Mine
do;in fact, it runsin the family. My mother
has it, my grandmother has it, and she can
interpret dreams too. My family also has
had some strange moments over the years.
We've escaped fires, kidnappings, robber-
ies, devil worshippers and other calami-
ties. I am constantly told that we must be
“protected by God”. Now I can turn
around and say: “God is protecting me
alone! I have experience and proof! God
has chosen us alone!” As a Christian, how
would you feel? Assuming that you
haven’tbeen through the same, you'd prob-
ably be outraged, cheated, etc. You'd feel
uncomfortable, no matter how devoutyou
were, for you would say, “Idon’t have any
experience with God.” You probably al-
ready have. And it would be wrong for me
to say I am the only one with it.

In conclusion, we all have experience in
these matters, just at different angles and
degrees. 1 was lucky enough to have a
background inreligious studies; that’s my
forte. The others have theirs. So don’t
knock them without good reason (I under-
stand the problem about the atheists, but
even they have a good argument). Oh, the
reference to Proverbs 2:1-7 is not a very
good one. It says kings were enforcing
anti-God ideas. The kings of this earth, do
they support God, or do they do things in
the name of him??

(P.S. Pop quiz. If what I have been
saying and believing is blasphemous, how
do you explain the strange protection and
gifts in my family? Especially since these
ideas generally run in the family??)



December, 1995

An Escalating Cycle of Abuse

Black Mothers from Norwalk Fight Against Racisism

by JP Patafio

November 6 - The case of Mumia Abu-
Jamal, seems to have slowed down due to
court proceedings, however, it appears
that the issue has taken on new signifi-
cance across the country. The campaign to
free Mumia has touched upon a topic of
taboo for the US bourgeois state; injustice
at the very hands of those in which society
has placed its faith in.

Following the suspension of Mumia’s
execution there has been a bubbling of
organic campai t]% s against police brutal-
ity throughout the nation. Despite the fear
of retribution for speaking out, people have
looked to the struggle around Mumia for
courage to step forward and take a stand
against arbitrary and unaccountable harm
at the hands of the police.

The lack of corporate media’s scrutiny,
the “publics” fear of facing a bleak reality,
outright repression against those that dare
to speak up, and dubious governmental
assistance are the obstacles that organiz-
ers face. This is why people who are
victims of police oppression are drawn to
Mumia'’s case and are trying to use it as a
means of organizing out of the communi-
ties in which they are kept.

This is exactly what happened on No-
vember 6th when a group of women from
Norwalk, Connecticut told the audience
of a hundred people how the black com-
munity is terrorized by the police. The
inability of these women to turn to their
local authorities forjustice has forced them
to organize and find solutions to there
problems.

The women who came up to speak to the
audience were working mothers whohave
little time or money to spend traveling to
New York City. Yet due to the unbearable
nature of situation they did just that.

Francine Pauline was one of the women
who came down. Her son was arrested
then abused by the police. She stated that
the two other women also suffered at the
hands of police. Mrs. Webb’s son was
beaten by the police while in custody, and
Mrs. Fuller’s son was killed by the police.
They did not represent the only people
with stories.

The pattern usually follows as such.
With some stereotypical excuse (the most
favorite one the “drug war”) the police
“raid” an area or just arrest someone.
Mostly black males are the targets of the
police. In the end it was these mothers
who went down to the stations, get in-
sulted and live with the consequences of
the problem.

With a deep sense of frustration she
expressed the seeming helplessness of the
position. “Cops are literally beating them
and getting away with it.” In many cases
people will not do anything either because
they are scared about retaliation by the
police and believe that the court system
(and the political system at large) is an
ineffective means for securing justice, un-
less you have money or white.

The attacks by the police have escalated
beyond individuals. The Norwalk Police,
apparently in the “war against drugs,”
have picked up some lessons from the
death squads of the Barrios of the Third
world. Jumping out of vans with mask
and no external identification the police
go on “raids.” With the excuse of out of
control violence, the police are becoming
out of control and explore the most hid-
eous aspects of authoritarianism. “Iwould
not have known they were police if I had
not seen a cruiser a few minutes later. I
would have thought they were terrorist.”
In Norwalk, and other areas in the US,
they act as such.

The group that she is a member of took
the road less traveled and decided to take
their fight to the public directly and seek
justice on the streets. “It has to stop, be-
cause we are losing our boys. We are
either losing them to death or we were
losing them to jail.”

"We are especially concerned that
prosecutorial misconduct seems
to arise more in Philadelphia

County than any

other county in the

Commonwealth. .
[Prosecutors have] to
understand that the

- Vincent Cirillo,
Pennsylvania Superior
Court Judge, 1992

PLARTING EVIDEACE, FRAMING BLACKS,
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Caucus that would punish e
a person with 5 grams of cra

bathroom.

"'ﬁfbugh on Crime” - only on Black folk
* Where there are hints ofan authoritanan and reactionary order, it is felt most acute

The Philadeiphia inquirer/ TONY AUTH

The US Congress struck down legxslanon presented by the Black Congressional
ally those who use cocaine and crack. As it stands now
will receive a more severe sentence then someone who
is caught with 500 grams of cocaine. The difference between the two is analogous to
the demographics of those that use the drugs. Crackis a cheap drug, costing as little
s $3.00 a vile, depending on the quality, as opposed to cocaine which is geared toward
aclientele that could afford champagne mbetween there excursions to the restaurants

Crack is a plague on the poorest commumtxes, in the urban areas blacks are targeted
most, while cocaine users tend to be wealthier suburban white males. The bias to deal
with upper-white-nuddle class citizens more lenient than there black-poorer-working
class counterparts in the urban areas was demonstrated by the striking down of this
bill. When it comes to dealing with their own constituencies the “tough on cnme”
posture turns chnstxan‘ and they turn the other cheek on injustice.

SKINHEAD YOUTH

by Rory Cohen

A group of social outcasts who prey on
the young, the vulnerable, the weak and
the lonely. They brainwash their heads
with racist, facist hate propaganda. They
can turn an innocent, uneducated person
into the most violent, ignorant and hateful
person. They are known as Neo-Nazis or
Skinheads.

They normally recruit people between
the ages of 16-20 who feel out of place and
lostin society. They prey on this feeling of
loneliness and use it to transform them into
a hideous racist creature. Usually they are
constantly fighting with their families and
don’t have many friends, the Skinheads
give them a sense of family, of camarade-
rie. Once they make you feel secure and
safe they implant messages of hate in you.

The rise of Skinheads today is a
revivement of the British Skinhead youth
subculture which surfaced during the 1960’s
and 1970’s. These were angry working
class teens who were lost in a bleak future
of unemployment. They needed to find a
scapegoat to vent their anger out on and
they found blacks and immigrants. They
blamed them for stealing their jobs and
taking their future away.

Music became a part of this subculture.
Original the first form of music to be ac-
cepted into this subculture was Oi!, which
was a hard driving form of punk with some
skainfluence. Oi! gotit’sname fromaslang
greeting for “Hey!”. Oi! was mostly songs
representing the working class and the
struggle they faced.

Eventually they grew enough brains to
pick up instruments and start their own
racisthaterock. Bandssuch as Skrewdriver,

- FinalSolutionand war took everything one

step further. Not only did this represent
the working class but they also sang about
racial pride and white supremacy.
Skrewdriver is one of the most infamous
and influential groups of this genre and
still exist today. They still preach their hate
and racism withsongs titles suchas “Nigger,

Nigger”, “Race and Nation” and “White
Power”.

Skinheads and their hate-core music
eventually spread through Europe and into
America. Polluting the heads of the young
and vulnerable. In Europe most Skinheads
were working class youths whilein America
they tend to be middle-class kids from bro-
ken homes or those who don’t fit in well
with other youths.

“Feeling downtrodden, picked on and
misunderstood, they hang around waiting

for something to do, somewhere to belong.

Hungry for an identity and desperate for
peerapproval, they definitely join a gang of
tough kids and thus teenage hate mongers
are born.” (Extreniist Groups in America
by Susan S. Lang pg. 93)

Today hate musicis slowly gaining more
ground in the mainstream. It is being used
as a method to inform “White Americans”
or “White Youths” of the advantageous of
a white separatist nation.

They evenhave enoughbackward think-
ing bands to start their own record label,
which helps distribute this hate propa-
ganda. Resistance records started out in
1994 in someones basement and has ex-
panded and now even has a page on the
Internet. This makes it possible to down-
load graphics of album covers, hear clips of
songs and eventually have photos, inter-
views and concert updates. All of which is
supposed to boost white pride. A person
cannot love themselves or have “pride” in
their race while hating another! In order to
love yourself you must love those around
you.

Itiseven evident that big business will try to
make a profit through any type of business.
They have proven that they have absolutely no
morals because Resistance Records accepts
Visa/Mastercard! Thisdisgusting corporation
will use any means to make a buck: Even
though it means supporting Facist, neo-nazi
hate music and possibly destroying the mind
of the worlds youth.

THE BIG BLUE
WALL OF SILENCE

by Rory Cohen

The Big Blue Wall of Silence. This hor-
rendous thing is a horrible setback to us.
This unstated policy is one of many factors
that have led the police force to become
flooded with racism, greed and the hun-
ger for power.

All you have to do is turn on the televi-
sion to witness the corruption. The most
recent incident happened in the trial of
O.J. Simpson. Mark Fuhrman could not
prove my theory any more if he tried.
Fuhrman is an extreme racist who takes
joy in inflicting harm and bodily damage
to someone just for the fact that they are of
a different color! Does this sound like a
person who you want to call at two o’clock
in the morning when you hear someone
prowling around in your kitchen.

The so called big blue wall of silence is a
major factor which is holding usback from
sorting through this corruption(if it is still
possible). Police cover up racist police
crimes, bribery, dirty cops (cops who ex-
tortbusiness owners)justbecause they are
“brothers” on the police force! Thisisinno
way beneficial tosociety in any formbutin
contrary is slowly destroying it.

I have had my own run in with the big
blue wall of silence. Although it is a mild
case it still proves how horrible an ideal
this is.

Iwasrecently involved in a car accident.
Another car rammed into the side of van
and the driver and passenger had obvi-
ously been drinking. SoI called the police
to register the accident and so they could
give this person a breathalyzer test. When
they arrived one officer started to take the
breathalyzer out of his pocket, but the
driver mentioned that his son was on the
“force” and the officer put the breathalyzer
right back into his pocket. This happened
right in front of me! He later claimed that
the breathalyzer test came up negative.

There was nothing I could do about this.
How could the word of an 18 year old beat
the word of a police officer? I could never
win and that to me is extremely sad.

Just because he had a relative on the
police force, he got away with driving
drunk. What if he had hit a small child
instead of my car? What if he had taken
someone’s life? Would they still cover up
for him? Who knows.

This covering up happens all the time. It
happens everywhere from traffic tickets to
assault or murder cases.

Look at the beating of Rodney King. If
that wasn’t caught on tape no charges
would have been brought up or no police
officers would have reported it(despite
the fact that the police officers did get
away with it!)

We need to eliminate the big blue wall of
silence so we can weed out the corruption.
So we might be able to have a form of
protection and live without fear.

Or their should be another form of pro-
tection to choose from. The police force
was created for and by the rich ruling class
and with no other alternative their is noth-
ing to compare it to see just how far gone
this institution is. We are forced to accept
this. Are we as safe as you think?

Thelist of bands on this label keeps grow-
ing and with the aid of greedy, power
hungry corporate pigs more youths will
become brainwashed and influenced into
this form of bigotry. We must educate and
influence the youth of the world about
other cultures and about respect. We must
educateeveryoneabout how racismis noth-
ing but something instituted by the upper
class to keep us fighting so they can con-
tinue to rob us blind, exploit us and keep us
oppressed!!!

InclosingIwouldliketoadd thatlikeanyone
or anything you shouldn’t be judgmental of
peoplebased onsightalone. Notall Skinheads
are violent hatemongers. SHARPS(Skinheads
againstracial prejudice) are Skinheads who are
into working class pride and unity, Oi! music
but avoid violence and stand for racial peace.
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This is the last part of a series on the nature
of the state, both in past societies, capitalist
society and of the future socialist society. For
those interested in a complete copy of Mandels
pamphlet come by the Voice office for a free
issue.

The foregoing serves to answer some
questions that arise about the State and
about socialism.

Does the working class need a State?

When we say that the State remains in
existence up

find themselves, when the time comes to
exercise power, confronted with their lack
of knowledge they must now only begin to
acquire. And they find that, in the interim,
they must completely surrender to the edu-
cated few the power they so heroically
fought for and won.

The most heroic experiment in this area,
the most radical and the most revolution-
ary in all human history, is the one under-
taken by the Cuban revolution. Drawing
lessons from all

to and in-
cluding the

Part I1I: Marxist Theory of the State

the varied expe-
riences of the

transitional
society between capitalism and socialism,
the question arises whether the working
classstill needs a State when it takes power.

Could not the working class, as soon as it
takes power, abolish the State overnight?
History has already answered this ques-
tion. Certainly, on paper, the working class
could do away with the State. However,
this would be only a formal, juridical act to
the extent that the workers had not seized
power in a society already so rich and with
such an abundance of material goods and
services that social conflicts as such, thatis,
centering on the distribution of these prod-
ucts, could disappear; and that the neces-
sity for arbiters, watchdogs, police, to
control all that chaos disappeared at the
same time as did the relative scarcity of
goods. This has never happened in the past
and it is hardly likely that it ever will.

To the extent that the working class takes
power in a country in which there is still a
partial scarcity of goods, or in which a
certain amount of poverty exists, it takes
power at a time when the society cannot as
yet function without a State. A mass of
social conflicts remain.

One can always resort to a hypocritical
attitude, as do certain anarchists: Let's
abolish the State and call the people who
exercise State functions by another name.
But that’s a purely verbal operation, a pa-
per “abolition” of the State. As long as
social conflicts remain, there is a real need
for people to regulate these conflicts. Now,
people who regulate conflicts - that’s what
the State is. It is impossible for humanity,
collectively, to regulate conflicts in a situa-
tion of real inequality and of real incapacity
to satisfy the needs of everyone.

Workers’ power and bourgeois

~ technicians

Lenin had some bitter experiences on

-this score. Actually, it can be proved that

no matter how you look at the problem, no
matter what laws, decrees, institutions are
promulgated, if there is a need for profes-
sors, high-level functionaries, engineers,
highly trained technical people at all levels
of the social machinery, itis very difficult to
place proletarians in these positions over-
night- and even five or six years after the
conquest of power.

During the early years of Soviet power,
Lenin, armed with a theoretically correct
althoughslightly incomplete formula, said:
Today engineers work for the bourgeoisie;
tomorrow they will work for the prole-
tariat; for that they will be paid and, if
necessary, they will be forced to work. The
important thing is that they be controlled
by the workers. But a few years later,
shortly before his death, Lenin, drawing a
balance sheet of that experience, asked him-
self the question: Who controls whom?
Are the experts controlled by the commu-
nists, or is the reverse happening?

When we grapple with this question day
after day and in concrete terms in the un-

derdeveloped countries, when we see what-

it means in practice in a country like Alge-
ria, we realize full well that a few magical
formulas, but that it is a completely differ-
ent matter when the problem has to be
solved in a real country, in real life. In a
country like Algeria, for example, it means
utter control; the privilege of university

education (or any kind of education) is *

possessed by an infinitesimal minority of
society, while the great mass of people,
who foughtheroically towinindependence,

past, the Cuban
revolution undertook to resolve this prob-
lem on a broad scale and in a minimum of
time by conducting an extraordinary edu-
cational campaign* to transform tens of
thousands of illiterate workers and peas-

- ants into that many teachers, professors

and university students - and in ammo-
nium of time. Atthe end of five or six years
work, the results obtained are consider-
able.

Nevertheless, asingle engineerorasingle
agronomist in a district containing tens of
thousands of workers can in practice be-
come, despite the admirable revolutionary
spirit of the Cuban people, master of the
district. if he has a monopoly on the techni-
cal knowledge vital to the district. Here
again, the false solution would be to revert
to so simple a level that technicians would

The proletarian State is, at
one and the same tinie, a

State and not a State. It
becones less and less a State.

It is a State that begins to
wither away at the very
moment it is born, as Marx
and Lenin correctly said.

notbeneeded.That is a reactionary utopia.
All these difficulties indicate the neces-
sity for the proletariat, the new ruling class,
to exercise State power against all those
who might wrest power from it, whether
bitby bitorallatonce. The proletariat must
exercise State power in this new and transi-
tional society in which it possesses political
power and the principal levers of economic
power, but in which it is held in check by a
whole constellation of weaknesses and
newly made enemies. This is the situation
that makes it necessary for the working
class to maintain a State after its conquest of
power and that makesitimpossible to abol-
ish the State overnight. But this working-
class State must be of a very special kind.
Nature and characteristics of

the proletarian State

The working class, by its special position
insociety (which hasjustbeen described, is
obliged to maintain a State. But in order to
preserve the power of that State, the latter
has to be radically different from the State
which in the past upheld the power of the
bourgeoisie, or the feudal or slave holding
class. The proletarian State is, at one and
the same time, a State and not a State. It
becomes less and less a State. It is a State
that begins to wither away at the very
moment it is born, as Marx and Lenin cor-
rectly said. Marx, developing the theory of
the proletarian State, of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, as he called it, the State that
withers away, gave it several characteris-
tics, examples of which were found in the
Paris Commune of 1871. There are three
essential characteristics:

1) No distinct separation between the
executive and legislative powers. bodies
are needed which enact laws and at the
same time enforce them. In short, it is
necessary to revert to the State that was
born of the primitive communism of the
clan and the tribe and that can still be found
in the ancient Athenian popular assembly.

This is important. It is the best way of
reducing as much as possible the cleavage
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between real power, more and more con-
centrated in the hands of permanent bod-
ies, and the increasingly fictitious power
that is left to deliberative assemblies. This
cleavage is the characteristic of bourgeois
parliamentarism. It is not enough to re-
place one deliberative assembly with an-
other, if nothing is essentially changed
regarding this cleavage. The deliberative
assemblies must have real executive power
at their disposal.

2) Public offices to be elective, to the
greatest extent. It is not only members of
the deliberative assemblies who should be
elected. Judges, high-level functionaries,
officers of the militia, supervisors of educa-
tion, managers of public works, should
also be elected. This may be abit of a shock
to countries with an ultrareactionary Na-
poleon tradition. But certain specifically
bourgeois democracies, the United States,
Switzerland, Canada, or Australia for ex-
ample, have conserved the elective charac-
ter of a certain number of public functions.
Thus, in the United States the sheriff is
elected by his fellow citizens.

In the proletarian state, this electing of
public officials must be accompanied in all
cases by the right of recall, i.e., voting un-
satisfactory officials out of office at any
time.

Thus, permanent and extensive control
by the people over those exercising State
functions must be made possible, and the
separationbetween those who exercise State
power and those in whose name it is exer-
cised must be as small as possible. That is
why it is necessary to assure a Constant
changing of elected officials, to prevent
people from remaining in office perma-
nently. The functions of the State must, on
an ever wider scale, be exercised in turn by
the masses as a whole.

3)No excessive salaries. No official, no
member of representative and legislative
bodies, no individual exercising a State
power, should receive a salary higher than
that of a skilled worker. That is the only
valid method of preventing people from
seeking public office as a way of feathering
their nests and sponging on society, the
only valid way to get rid of the career-
hunters and parasites known to all previ-
ous societies.

Together these three rules well express
the thinking of Marx and Lenin concerning
the proletarian State. This State no longer
resembles any of its predecessors, because
it is the first State that begins to wither
away at the very moment of its appearance;
because it is a State whose apparatus is
composed of people no longer privileged
in relation to the mass of society; because it
is a State whose functions are more and
more exercised by members of the society
as a whole who keep taking each other’s
place; because it is a State that is no longer
identical with a group of people who are
detached from the masses and exercise func-
tions separate and apart from the masses,
butwhich, on the contrary, is indistinguish-
able from the people, from the laboring
masses; because it is a State that withers
away with the withering away of social
classes, social conflicts, money economy,

market production, commodities, money,
etc. This withering away of the State should
be conceived of as self-management and
self-government of producers and citizens
which expands more and more until, un-
der conditions of material abundanceand a
high cultural level of the entire society, the
latter becomes structured into self-govern-
ing producer-consumer communities.
What about the Soviet Union?
When we look at the history of the USSR
in the past thirty years, the conclusion to be
drawn concerning the State is simple: a
State with a permanent army; A State in
which can be found marshals, managers of
trusts, and even playwrights and balleri-
nas who earn fifty times as much as a
manuallaborer oradomesticworker; where
tremendous selectivity for certain public
functions has been established, making
access to these functions practically impos-
sible for the vast majority of the popula-
tion; where real poweris exercised by small
committees of people whose tenure is re-
newed ‘in mysterious ways and whose
power remains fixed and permanent for
long historical periods - such a State, obvi-
ously, is not in the process of withering

away.
Why?

The explanation for this is simple. In the
Soviet Union the State has not withered
away because social conflicts have not with-
ered away. Social conflicts have not with-
ered away because the ‘degree of
development of the productive forces has
not permitted this withering away - be-
cause the situation of semiscarcity that char-
acterizes even the most advanced capitalist
countries continues to characterize thesitu-
ation in the Soviet State. And as long as
these conditions of semiscarcity exist, con-
trollers, watchdogs, special police are nec-
essary. Of course, in a proletarian State,
these people would be serving a better
cause, at least to the extent to which they
defend the socialist economy. But it must
also be recognized that they are detached
from the body of society, that they are in
large measure parasites. Their disappear-
ance is directly linked to the level of devel-
opment of the productive forces, which
alone can permit the withering away of
social conflicts and the abolition of func-
tions linked to these conflicts.

And to the extent that these watchdogs,
these controllers, more and more monopo-
lize the exercise of political power, to that
extent obviously can they be assured of
increasing material privileges, the choice
morsels in the relative scarcity that domi-
nates distribution. They thus constitute a
privileged bureaucracy, beyond the reach
of control by the workers and prone to
defend first and foremost their own privi-
leges. ,

The argument of the “cordon
sanitaire”

The dangers resulting from being sur-
rounded by capitalism are always cited by
those who object to the above criticisms.
The argument goes: As long as an external
danger exists, a State will be necessary, as
Stalin said, if only to defend the country
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against the hostility that surrounds it.

This argument is based on a misunder-
standing. The only thing that the existence
of a threatening capitalist encirclement can
proveis the necessity forarmament and for
a military institution but that does not jus-
tify the existence of military institutions
separate and apart from the body of soci-
ety. The existence of such military institu-
tions, separate from society as a whole,
indicates that within this society there re-
mains a substantial amount of the social
tension which prevents governments from
permitting themselves the luxury of arm-
ing the people, which makes the leaders
afraid to trust the people to solve the mili-
tary problems of self-defense in their own
way. This the people would be able to do if
the collectivity really had that degree of
extraordinary superiority that a truly so-
cialist society would have in relation to
capitalist society.

In reality, the problem of external envi-
ronment is only a secondary aspect of a
much more general phenomenon: Thelevel
of development of the productive forces,
the economic maturity of the country, is far
from the level that would have to exist for
asociety tobeasocialistsociety. The Soviet
Union has remaihed a transitional society
whose level of development of productive
forces is comparable to that of an advanced
capitalist society. It must, therefore, fight
with comparable weapons. Not having
eliminated social conflicts, the USSR must
maintain all organs of control and surveil-
lance of the population and, because of this,
must maintain and even reinforce the State
instead of allowing it to wither away. For
numerous specific reasons, this has fos-
tered bureaucratic deformations and de-
generations in this transitional society,
which have done the cause of socialism
grave injury, especially to the extent that
the label “socialist” has been attached to
Soviet society for fear of telling the truth:
We are still too poor and too backward to
be able to create a true socialist society,
And to the extent that they wanted to use
the label “socialist” at all costs for propa-

ganda reasons, they now have to explain
the existence of such things as “socialist”
purges, “socialist” concentration camps,
“socialist” unemployment, “socialist” viola-
tions of the rights of national minorities,
etc,, etc.

Guarantees against bureaucracy

What guarantees can be introduced in
the future to avoid the abnormal growth of
thebureaucracy thatappeared in the USSR?

1) Scrupulously respect the three rules
enumerated above concerning the begin-
ning of the withering away of the workers’
State (and especially the rule limiting sala-
ries of all administrators - economic and
political).

2) Scrupulously respect the democratic
character of management of the economy:
workers’ self-management committees
elected in the enterprises; a congress of
produces (“Economic Senate”) elected by
these committees, etc. In the last analysis
those who control the surplus social prod-
uct control the entire society.

3) Scrupulously respect the principle
that if the workers’ State must of necessity
restrict the political liberties of all class
enemies who are opposed to the advent of
socialism (a restriction that should be in
proportion to the violence of their resis-
tance), it should at the same time extend
these same liberties for all workers: free-
dom for all parties that respect socialist
legality; freedom of the press for all news-
papers that do the same; freedom of assem-
bly, association, demonstration for the
workers - without any restrictions; real in-
dependence of the trade unions from the
State, with recognized right to strike.

4) Respect the democratic and public
character of all deliberative assemblies and
their full freedom of debate.

5) Respect the principle of a written law.

Theory and practice

Marxist theory concerning the withering
away of the State has now been fully devel-
oped for more than a half-century. In Bel-
gium there is only one little detail missing,
one little thing we still have to do - put this
theory into practice.

The US State is Not
Fascist Today

by JP Patafio

Former Black Panther Party member and
freed political prisoner Dharuba Bin Wahed,
spoke extensively on the changing nature of
the US state. He sighted recent legislation
that chipped away at constitutional civil
liberties, in the name of “public safety” and
the role that police play in the increasingly
anti-democratic policies of governmental
bureaucrat.

Several times he remarked that the US
was a “fascist state,” a characterization that
serves more as a rhetorical tool rather then
an accurate account of the state. Though
people in the audience concurred with his
pointof view on theincreasingly reactionary
nature of the US government not all agreed
with his characterization of the state as fas-
cist.

Ifindeed this was a fascist nation all forms
of “democracy,” i.e., freedom of the press,
universal suffrage, would be crushed into
the bloodstained earth. Critics of the politi-
cal order would be jailed or killed and meet-
ings around left-wing political prisoners
could not take place. Working class living
standardswould degenerate, and dropdown
into the levels of extreme exploitation and
oppression.

Though there are fascistic tendencies in
the US, both in the state apparatus and
throughout the fringes of the of the middle
and working class, the class struggle has not
yet peaked, and the international economic
crisis has not delved into the depths of de-
cay.
The US bourgeoisie is not in a position
where it can longer depend upon the state
(as Angels remarked in the last analysis a
body of armed men) to crush the “dissi-
dents,” and must therefore resort to the par-
military fascist thugs to enforce “order.” Or
in other words protect the capitalist classes
position from an increasingly militant and
strengthening working class seeking to take
power in its own hands.

Where is there the need for par-military

weak, anditsleadershipin thevariousunions
and political parties are themselves obstacles
toa fightback. Though some “progressives”
point to the recent election of Sweeney as a
sign of a fightback the AFL-CIO will have to
remove the entire union bureaucracy, in-
cludingSweeney, for there tobereal changes
for the better.

Thestateitselfis tightening up ship so that
it can act as the sole agent of repression for
the bourgeoisie. The two capitalist parties
(Democrats and Republicans) dominate in
the government, with few and far between
politicians sympatheticto theworking-class.
Ideologically, working people are mystified
by the con artist and experts of the free-
market economy. The depth of false con-
sciousness goes back over 40 years to
McCarthy’s red witchhunts against commu-
nist. Today’s working class is stricken with
the apathy of a consumer who has nomoney
in a shopping mall.

The American working class is stagnant,
asindicated by various social seismographs.
There is little public response when legisla-
tion is passed decreasing the democratic
rights of citizens for the sake of “national
security.” If thelawsare obeyed uncritically,
even by the “democratic” opposition, then
there is no need for fascist thugs to patrol the
streets to keep “order.”

The task ahead of us is to build a mass
working class movement from which we
can forge an army of proletariat steel. The
increaseinreactionary activity, inall of forms
(religious zealots included), must be ana-
lyzed and constantly checked. Where they
show themselves to be organizing we ex-
pose them, where they are marching we
meet them and stop them in their tracks. Itis
important, however, to maintain a correct
assessment of where the danger really lies,
and presently the danger lies not in the
handful of fascist thugs but in the absence of
any clear revolutionary socialist alternative,
in the living form of a mass workers party.
The task today is to build such a party!

shock troops? Today the USworking classis
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fo hide their true nature faced with condi-

pion. ' :
As the semi-colonial working class has
flexed its muscles, we have seen the emer-
gence of semi-colonial forms of fascism—
Including clerical fascism—again drawing
bn different ideologies than tﬁ

btyle nationalism which formed the core of
fascism in the 1930's

But what all these movements have in
common is not just violent racism of na-
lionalism. They are and were mass, popu-
ist movements, designed to be the “shock
broops” of the most reactionary sections of
the ruling class against the organized work-
prs’ movement, mobilizing their forces
through a kind of fake “socialism”. Though
they have often drawn members from the
most disorganized layer of the workers,
ncluding criminals, their main base is the
Lirban middle class.

The capitalists’ preferred weapons
Jgainst the working class were the police,

udges, the army and the secret service. But .

ey were also aware that the new mass
orkers’ movement might not be easily
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" THE TERM “fascist” was first adopted
by Mussolini, whose movement swept to

es. During the 1920s
Union of Fascists founded by Oswald
since World War Two, even

though they have some times been forced

‘Hons of relative stability and even repres-
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' defeated by state repression alone.
. In fascism they created a mass move-
ment to destroy all elements of indepen-

dent working class democracy within
capitalism. Under fascism even democracy
for the ruling class is severely curtailed of
abolished in the service of defending their
economic interests. . .

The crisis years of the 1920s and 30s
posed the working class, in several key
countries, with the possibility of revolu-
tion. Mis-leadership endured that vital
opportunities were lost. Fascism swept to

power. Fascism was the price the working

class paid for failing to take power itself.
Fascism aims not just to repress workers
or co-opt their leaders into running the

- systemofexploitation. Fascists aim tosmash

to atoms the organized workers’ move-
ment. For that you need masses of people.
You need mass demonstrations of reac-
tionary sections of the working class and

‘middle class to surround the HQs of work-

ers’ parties and trade unions, as happened
in Germany on the eve of fascist victory.

You need police agents in every block of
flats, every school of factory. You need
these agents organized and rewarded by
mass party structure. To gain power you
need tightly knit terror squads which can
walk into meetings of hundreds of defense-
less workers, beat up their leaders, kidnap
and torture activists. :

Today fascism is growing in Europe. But
right wing nationalism is also growing,
and it is by far the most immediate danger.
In Europe far-right conservatives pander
to right wing nationalism with the excuse
that they are “undermining the fascists” by
doing so.

Meanwhile, the fascists bide their time.
Because of the strength of parliamentary

democracy after the Second World War,
and because in countries like Britain and
France nationalism was counterposed to
fascism in the last war, the modern fascists
have to hide their true aims. They deceit-

fully accommodate themselves to demo-

craticsentiments of the masses they wish to
attract. L :

Some, like Jean-Marie Le Pen in France
have built “fascist front” parties, which
publicly distance themselves from street
violence during a preparatory period, but

" maintain links with more overt fascist

paramilitaries. Others, like the British Na-

‘tional Party see their main opportunity as -

the assembling of a hardening “cadre” of

 street fighters, using elections as opportu-

nities for recruiting thugs and terrorizing
local communities.
Inallits forms thereis only one answerto

. fascism. Mass working class action, at the

earliest opportunity, to physically and
morally smash the fascist organizations.

Some obiject that fascists have to be de-
feated in argument and extended demo-
craticrights in order to expose them. This is
wrong. Fascists use democratic openings
merely to advertise themselves: but their
aim is to destroy democratic tights. The
“battle of ideas” is wasted on them and
their supporters who are drawn not to
fascism's intellectual rigor but to its mus-
cular message on the streets. ,

That is why we have to organize both
mass demonstrations and workers’ defense
squads, tooled up with whatever is neces-
sary, to deny the fascists control of streets
and working class areas. We have to build
a workers’ united front to stop fascism
wherever it rears its head. While we shed
no tears if fascists are repressed by the
police and courts, it cannot be part of our

strategy to rely on or call fro that repres-
sion. The state and the fascists are different
parts of the same defense mechanism of the
capitalist system. .

Above all else revolutionary socialists
havetoaddress the political crisis that drives
desperate into the hands of fascists. The
failure of the Labor Party to provide con-
crete answers to the problems of housing,
education and jobs in the East End of Lon-
don allowed the fascists to grow. To under-
mine the fascists socialists need to provide
alternative answers, not simply quote the
crimes of Hitler and Mussolini.

Labor—old and new-— has no answers
to capitalists crisis. It is rooted in the capi-
talist system. Only revolutionary socialism
can provide radical answers to the crisis,
by targeting the real enemy that stands
behind the fascist boot-boys: the bosses
and their capitalist system.

Workers Power, monthly paper
of Workers Power (Britain).
News, views, politics and
polemics. US Subscriptions 11
Pounds for 12 issues. Trotskist
International, English Language
Publication of the League for a
Revolutionary Communist
International (LRCI) Subs: 11

Pounds for 3 issues. Read the
LRCI’s papers and journals in
French, Spanish, Swedish,
German. Details on request from
BCM Box 7750 London WCN1N
3XX UK. Cheques to Workers
Power.
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Up And Died-
Just Like That!

We had a real going on.
when suddenly...you
up and died-
just like that!

How could you do that to me?
You left me behind...
without a word!

(Didn’t even ask me to come along.

I might have...)

You loved me like no other.
Now what am I going to do?
You deserted me!

At least, if you had
some lingering disease...
Or had a few
heart attacks...
I could have been prepared.

But no! You

up and died-

just like that!

-Larry (L.H.) Jacobs 10/95
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censored

i want to speak my mind

but i’'m shut off like a light

i want to speak my own views

but my views are now destroyed

i want to speak my mind

but my words are not up to your standared

i say this, you say that
i must shut up, while you deside my thoughts

say what you feel

but your feelings should not be expressed
freedom of speech is words

but your words can never be free

say what you feel

but your feelings are wrong

i feel this, you feel that
i must stop, while my feelings become yours.

WE ARE SURPRESSED BY THE MASSES

ARE MINDS ARE WASHED WITH YOUR VIEWS
I SAY WHAT I FEEL, BUT YOU WONT FEEL
WHAT I SAY

i want to express my thoughts

but my thoughts are erased

i will listen to you

but you will not listen to me

i want to express my thoughts

but how can i express what you take away

MY MIND IS EREE....
B EN I PUT IT T E YOU E MY VIE
" AND MAKE THEM YOUR OWN :

MY MOUTH'’S BEEN YELLOW-TAPED BY-CENSORSHIP

by: Thomas Fucaloro

Beyond
So Very Much

I don’t just see you, as such
I see into you... very much.
I don’t just hear you, as such
I hear all your voices... very much.
I don’t just know you, as such
I have a knowing of you... very much.
I don't just feel you, by touch
I feel you inside of me... so very much.
I don’t just love you, as such
I love you much more... than so very
' much.

-Larry (L.H.) Jacobs 9/95
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A Cardboard Dream

You’ve got the shallow end of a future mend
Put it all in play as you subside the way
Boxed out with no resolution, bringing forth the
final solution
A pocket full of coal, c{othing not baring his
sou

The remains of a day

A sovereign moral way
I’m away from the lion’s den
I’m back on the streets again

You feel so cold, your morality has been sold
While you bow to kingpins, persecution of sins
You take in the swor?, while you pray to the
ord
A cardboard dream, how obscene

The ruins of a day
The price you pay
Lost and alone
It’s time to take thy parting groan

Appetite For Murder FELLIN D_AND SERENE

Take a glance from radios, televisions and radios HERE TN THIS CARDBOARD DREAM
too, and you see death sells.
And other forms of human suffering too.
It seems that pain is the only way for advertisers
to enjoy the long rough media ride.
Thumbs up, Isay as their mouths get lubricated
another day.
Does anyone remember the support for the Persian Gulf
: war?
And you'll see the only theory that one could say is that
Americans have an appetite for murder.
Based on how much we show it, I say we must love it
. better than sex.
What's next? Igotit, how about some lynchings or some
executions that will cure the crimes that are occuring.

by: Thomas Fucaloro

Yeahsure..........
How much further can the media go? Yesterday, tomorrow...
All that for that precious scoop.
Do you know that all media companies have reporters Yesterday, tomorrow
attached to a police radar? Now, then, later
This is done to further their cause and Whenever-does it matter
feed us their next release. Anytime, again.
Violence is piled to our knees, what can we do? OK, alright, yes-
Put on Peter Jennings for another night and see Maybe-  couldbe
how many people were murdered in broad daylight, In a while - are u waiting?
_ the reason and the cause. Where are you going?
A Clue game is being portrayed for each and everyone. Anticipation
: Enjoy the blood and guts. .
The media has made us numb to human worth Julieanne Murphy 11/27/95

or the cost when we see another horrible thing occur.
We have such an obsession for this.

I can summarize that the media feuls up the

appetite for murder in you and me.

And it’s fight to see how much we choose to avoid it.
Bennet Maurer

<
(@]
g
P
<
Lo

(]

€ "ON



{e510A eBej10D ey} uiop

eIAX "TIOA e« AD




December, 1995

100

The Administrative Grinch

Continued from front page

The many third party efforts underway
and the disgust of American people with
the Democrats and Republicans shows that
the time for such a party is ripe. A forma-
tion called the Labor Party Advocates
which has been developing support for a
Labor Party within the ranks of organized
labor will be holding the a founding con-
vention for a Labor Party in June of '96.
This effort unlike the many other new
party efforts underway 4s significant for
its conscious adoption of “working class
interests” as their platform. CUNY stu-
dents must pay close attention to this new
formation and indeed see if it can develop
into a genuine party of the working class
that champions the interests of all work-
ing and oppressed people.

The task that confronts us immediately

is to make sure that the current attacks
against our education are not carried out.
We cannot rely on begging politicians and
administrators. The so-called student gov-
ernments and lobby groups like NYPIRG
who do this are simply junior wannabe
politicians. What have you heard from
student government or NYPIRG about
these cuts? Nothing, and tha}’s exactly
what they will do!

CSI and other CUNY students must rgly
on their own power - the power of the
students organized in mass - to stop these
cuts. On March 23rd last Spring CUNY
students and youth from around the city
showed the nation that we are not some
cowardly idiots who care nothing for our-
selves or for our education. Twenty thou-
sand strong we chanted Shut the City

Fight For a Workers

Government! Build a
Workers Party!

Down in front of Mayor Giuliani’s City
Hall. In the Spring of 96 we must come
out 100,000 strong with the unions and the
poor who are all being bludgeoned by this
rich mans government. We must drop our
tools, drop our books, drop our fear and
make the “citizens” of Wall Street feel our
power. A mass General Strike of workers
and students to really Shut the City Down.
Then the bosses in Wall Street and their
servants in administration will have to
think again about stepping on the working
class. :

The Voice is dedicating
this issue to the memory
of Ernest Mandel, who
despite some political
shortcomings,
contributed greatly to
the theoretical arsenal of
socialist revolution. We
salute his life work.

£ Vike L BA. fnw. 108
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MULTI-NATIONALS |

500 multinational companies rule the world. Together they produce 30
per cent of the planet’s output, account for 70 per cent of global trade and
80 per cent of international investment. The biggest have annual
revenues greater than the national products of all but a handful of
countries. Never before has so much power been concentrated in so few
hands and never has it been so out of control.

Ethiopia is exporting flowers: roses,
carnations, chrysanthemums to brighten
our button holes and liven-up our sitting
rooms. Kenya already exports 23,000 tons
each year and Zimbabwe 6,000 tons. The
Colombian drug cartels established flow-
ers as that country’s second major export
whilelaundering money. The world flower
trade is worth $5 billion a year. A third
world grower gets 10 per cent of the whole-
sale price, the rest is divided up between
the freight, wholesale and auction firms of
the USA and Europe. '

Because we live in a class
society divided between
capital and labor and we

live in an imperialist
world divided between a
handful of rich oppressor

nations and a mass of
poor oppressed nations.

In this world science and

technology are turned
against the majority in
order to extract from them
profit for the few who own
and direct the
multinationals.

Healthy flowers consume vast amounts
of water: 30,000 liters per acre every day.
The cheerful flower business grows sinis-
ter. Just 19 per cent of Ethiopia’s people

* have access to safe drinking water. The
average Ethiopian gets 71 per cent of their -

required calorie intake and Ethiopia grows
flowers. Food productionin Ethiopiais 15
per cent lower than it was 15 years ago.
And the inventor of the global flower busi-
ness is Brooke Bond, a subsidiary of
Unilever known for its persil, walls, stork
(or if you are from Turkey) sana brands.

Brooke Bond established the largest
flower plantation in the world in Kenya.
The adjacent lake is shrinking as water is
drained from it. 30 per cent of Kenya’s
people have safe drinking water. The av-
erage Kenyan consumes 85 per cent of the
required calorie intake. Kenya once ex-
ported grain, now it imports grain and
exports flowers. 90 per cent of the world
grain market is controlled by 5 companies.
The grain and the flowers are grown from
seeds. The world’s seeds. The world’s
seeds. The world’s seed trade is monopo-
lized by 11 firms including Shell, ICI/
Zeneca, Volvo and Ciba-Geigy: the agri-
chemical monopolies.

To grow blemish free flowers requires
pesticides and fertilizers, but these render
the land unfit for crop cultivation years
after their use. The 20 largest pesticide
producers, including the firms above, hold
94 per cent of the world’s agri-chemical
sales.

But now the world flower business is in
turmoil: India has begun to export flowers
and prices are tumbling. Can'it be saved
by flower mountains, can webe persuaded
to buy more flowers, put them in your
salad, in your hair, whatever?

So the madness goes on and everyway
you turn they are there-the multi-nation-
als, ",

As communists we are concerned with
finding solutions to the problems of hu-
manity. ‘Why should the aesthetic and

emotional value of giving flowers, of deco-
rating our ceremonies with them turn into
anightmare for thousands of people miles
away? Why when we can photograph 12
billion light years of time and space, when
we can fly flowers from Nairobi today to
adorn City flowers tomorrow, do we live
inaworld where almost onein three people
do not have safe drinking water? Why
when science seems so full of potential,
giving powers only possessed by the gods
of ancient mythology are so many lives
becoming more narrow, crude and hope-
less?

Because we live in a class society di-
vided between capital and labor and we
live in an imperialist world divided be-
tween a handful of rich oppressor nations
and a mass of poor oppressed nations. In
this world science and technology are
turned against the majori:y in order to
extract from them profit for the few who
own and direct the multinationals. Once
they just wanted cheap labor and world
markets. Today life itself must obey the
commands of profit as the genes of plants,
animals and humans are privatised to be
sold back to us.

The Spectacular Lie

“Power is shifting into the hands of huge
transnational corporations and away from
parliamentary institutions...there’s astruc-
ture of governance that’s coalescing around
these transnational corporations”. Noam
Chomsky.

The biggest companies make sales each
year in excess of the combined annual
outputofhalf the planet’s 5.7 billion people.
These 17 companies employ just 4.25 mil-
lion people: ' about 0.006 per cent of the
world’s workforce. Never has such a con-
centration of power been held by so few.

15 companies control the market of 20 of
the world'’s key commodities. They have
90 per cent of the wheat trade, 70 per cent
of the rice trade, 80 per cent of copper, 60
per cent of the tea and coffee trade, 90 per
cent of timber, cotton and tobacco, 80 per
cent of copper, 60 per cent of oil, 90 per
cent of iron ore... and if you like pine-
apples they have 90 per cent of that trade
too.

At college they tell you about free mar-
kets and competition, the message is re-
peated ontelevision and in the press. What
a spectacular lie! The glass in the mirror
when you get up, the tea, the sugar, the
radio, the cars all produced by multina-
tional monopolies. As Lenin said: “The
rise of monopolies as the result of the
concentration of production is a general
and fundamental law of the present stage
of development of capitalism:

It is the multinational companies that
are behind the World Bank and its Struc-
tural Adjustment Programs, the general
Agreement of Tariffs and Trade (GATT),
the world trade Organization, the Euro-
pean Union, Maastricht and the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). Justas they penetrate ever more
areas of our lives here in Britain so across
the globe since the collapse of the socialist
bloc they are pouncing like tigers in their
pursuit of raw materials, cheap labor and
markets, unrestrained, re-inventing colo-
nialism. All in the name of free markets
and competition. They are headquartered
in the metropolitan heartlands. The top
100 multinationals are based in the devel-
oped industrial countries: 38 in Europe,
29 in the USA and 16 in Japan.

In a recent article in the Independent
Anthony Sampsan described the impact of
international finance on Britain, “every-
where we see the effects of exploding indi-
vidual ambition...measuring everythingin

terms of cash. The MPs represent the
highest bidder, directors remunerate(pay
for services) each other to the limit, the

princess of Wales calculates her price for

divorce.

“Concentrations of ‘capital overwhelm
national institutions and government con-
straints... Media empires grew up outside
effective controls...(Murdock’s) could use
its access to information and publicity to
bargain with
governments
across the globe.

“The imbal-
ance between
global operators
and national
governments is
the natural accel-
erator of corrup-
tion.

“National
politicians or ad-
ministrators be-
gin to look more
like local coun-
cillors confront-
ing big time
developers.”

Suites at the
Ritz, weekends
at Longchamps,
Douglas Hurd
bribing the Ma-
laysian government for British aerospace,
Mark Thatcher converted into a million-
aire to get 20 billion lires of Saudi orders
for the same company, illegal arms sales
to Iraq... It is not that British politicians
and institutions were not corrupt before,
but now with multinational money on (or
under) the table and the firms rampantiitis
the scale of corruption that is breathtak-
ing. .
“Yes well”, people tell you”there is
corruption, there always has been, but
capitalism works, it delivers the goods, at
least for most of us.” Notso, never so, not
since capitalism’s dawn over a blood red
ocean of slavery down to today has it ever
delivered thegoods for the majority. Capi-
talism has a few and destitution for many.

The developed countries with a quarter
of the world’s people have three-quarters

of its income. The underdeveloped coun-

tries with three-quarters of the people have
a quarter of the income. The average in-

come of a personin a developed country is

ten times that of a person in an underde-
veloped country and every year the gap
between them widens. Over 800 million
people in 40 countries are poorer than they
were a decade ago. A fifth of the world’s
populationhaveless than 1.5 per cent of its
income. 1.2 billion people rot in absolute

poverty on incomes of less than a dollar a _

day. The UN calculates that to provide
safe water and sanitation for the planet
would cost $9 billion a year. $40 billion is
spent each year on golf!

The globalisation of capital creates in-
stability and extremes of wealth and pov-
erty everywhere. It entails a “turbulent
process of birth and death of firms, the rise
and fall of whole sectors of activity and the

reallocation of production within, as well,

as between, regions and countries... As
many as one in 10 jobs a year have been
destroyed by this process,” (the organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment). One in 3 British companies
collapsed or were taken over in the 1980's.
Wages in Britain are now more unequal
than at any time since the 1880’s when
comparable records began.The richest 20
per cent got 37 per cent of post-tax income
in 1979, by 1992 this had grown to 44 per
cent with the tax rate on their income cut
from 83 per cent to 40 per cent. The poorest
20 per ¢cent had 9.5 per cent of income in
1979, 6.5 per cent in 1992. While the heads

of privatised utilities put themselves in.

the pay league of multi national bosses
they aspire to be, the ranks of the poor

-swell with unemployed and pensioners.

The international Lobar organization put
the level of global unemployment at 30 per
cent in January 1994. It described this as a
crisis worse than the 1930s. Unemploy-
mert in the developed countries is 35 mil-
lion. In the European Union it is 11 per
cent.

To maintain privilege for the few, capi-
talism casts millions of people to their

deaths. Since 1945 British forces have en-

gaged in atleast 93 separate military inter-
ventions overseas. 26 of these interven-
tionshavebeeninthe Middle East to defend
the profits of Shell and BP, Britain’s two
biggest multinationals(Royal Dutch Shell
is AngloDutch).

In the year following the collapse of the
Soviet Union the number of major wars
underway inasingle year reached arecord
29 with more deaths than in any year since
the height of the Vietnam war. Who is
behind that SAS in the Philippines? What
are the British police and military doing in
Colombiaand Peru? Why was BP reported
funding mercenaries in Azerbaijan and
then wining a major contract to move back
into Baku 70 years after the Bolsheviks
threw them out? Who sold the planes to
Indonesia to bomb East Timor, what pur-
pose have the RAF reconnaissance flights
over South East Turkey?Kudistan? Behind

" all the killing the hands of imperialism

and multinationals.
The scene Today

In Capital Karl Marx described how” one
capitalist kills many”, how capital has a
necessary tendency to concentrateintoever
fewer but larger units. The accompanying
acceleration in productivity forces it to
expand beyond national boundariesinto a
global market.

30,000 companies are classified by the
UN as transnational corporations. Their
1991 sales totalled $4.8 trillion, double the
early 1980’s figure. The top 100 multina-
tionals hold $3.4 trillion of global assets; a
third of world overseas investments in
1991, for example, of US multinationals
investing in Asia and Africa was over
double that made oninvestments in devel-
oped countries.

Britain’s share of overseas investment
has fallen from 45.5 percent in 1914, 16.2
per cent in 1960, 12.9 per cent in 1978 to
11.4 per centin 1992. From 1978 to 1992 the
us siare has fallen from 41.4 per cent to
25.3 per cent, Japan’s share has grown
from 6.8 per cent to 13 per cent. and the
combined French and German growth has
been from 11.1 per cent to 17.5 per cent.
Britain’s share is still greater than either
France of Germany alone. These changing
shares of overseas investment mean in-
creasing inter-imperialist rivalry and the
danger of World war Three.

For much of the second half of the 1980’s
Britain was the leading overseas investor.
However, in 1993 Britain was behind the
USA, France, Japan and Germany. Never-
theless, the total invested by British firms
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grew from $16 billion in 1991-92 to $26
billion in 1993, a 61 per cent rise. The total
value of British overseas holdings was $539
billion, almost 70 per cent of the size of the
British economy. This places Britain third
behind the USA and Japan In foreign hold-
ings.

%ritish multinationals constitute 11 of
the top 100 ranked by overseas assets.
Royal Dutch Shell is the biggest in the
world. Others are BP, Unilever, Hanson,
BAT Industries, Grand Metropolitan, ICI,
Glaxo, RTZ, SmithKline Beecham and
Lonrho. By 1981 for every four people

employed in manufacture in Britain one

was employed by a British multinationals
overseas.Today the ration is closer to 3 to
1 or less.

In 1993 Third World countries received
arecord $80 billion investment from over-
seas, double the 1990 amount and five
times the 1986 total. The share of these
countries in total overseas investment was
40 per cent, a proportion not surpassed for
decades. Over the past three years there
hasbeen an average fall of 10 per cent each
year in investment between developed
countries and 37 per cent growth each year
of investment into third World countries.
Almost 80 per cent of this investment goes
to 10 countries: China, Singapore, Mexico,
Malaysia, Thailand, Egypt and Taiwan.

Recent multinational investment in Af-
rica averages $3 billion a year, less than
Malaysia alone receives.

Multinational investment in Latin
America and the Caribbean is now double
that of the 1980s.

: Privatisation

Theacceleration of investment into Third
World countries is linked to the neo-lib-
eral prog:ams being forced of these coun-
tries by the World Bank and the IMF at the
behest of the multinationals. Trapped in
$1.3 trillion debt and without the counter-
balancing force of the socialist bloc these
countries are being raided.

Over 80 countries are privatising their
state owned enterprises. In the words of
one World Bank official it is “the greatest
transfer of public wealth ever into private
hands.” Third World privatisations ex-
ceeded the value of those in developed
countries in 1992. For example, Jamaica’s

.telephone system was sold to Britain’s
Cable and Wireless headed by former Tory
Cabinet minister Lord Young. Britain’s
Overseas Development Agency is orga-
nizing privatisation programs in Ecuador,
Moldova and Kyrgyzstan.

Turkey has a series of privatisations
planned. The first privatisation was of
Tletas, a communications manufacturer.
It was organized by two British account-
ing multinationals Arthur Andersen and
Price Water-house. In 1994 Price
Waterhouse. oversaw Turkey’s two big-
gesttErivaﬁsations. Shellisleading the hunt
for the petrol refiner Petrol Ofisi. Morgan
Granfell Bank is working on the
privatisation of the tourist organization
Turban.

Faced with the multinationals’ mo-
nopoly of capital and power, Third World
countries are competing down their re-
Strictions on foreign investment; remov-
Ing subsidies that protect local producers
and public sector enterprises, granting
multinationals legal immunities, facilitat-
ing the free removal of profits, slashing
corporation and capital gains taxes, re-

moving health and safety standards, pro-
moting intellectual property rights, abol-
ishing environmental protection measures
and beginning to privatise education,
health care and social security provision.

Between 1988-92, 67 per cent of all mul-
tinational investment in Central and Eas-
ter Europe was in privatised enterprises.

However the cumulative total is still
only $13 billion, about as much as in Thai-
land.

Wages and Conditions

One of the main attractions of investing
in the Third Worlds and former Socialist
countries _ are low wages and poor labor
safeguards. Taking as a sample wages in
the clothing industry in Britain, low paid
by British standards and comparing them
with Third World wages in the same in-

" dustry the British worker earns two and a

half times as much an hour as the worker
in Turkey and Taiwan. five and a half
times as much as the worker in Mexico,
nine times as much as the worker in Sri
Lanka.

Noteworthy is the employment of young
women. In the export processing zones of
the Caribbean, Mexico and Asia, 80 per
cent of the labor comprises women aged
16 and above. The young women in these
zones “are often exposed to radiation, toxic
substances and chemicals without warn-
ing or safety equipment... production is
often speeded up, working hours are 25
per cent longer than elsewhere and wages
are lower tween 20-50percent) than
those of men working in the same zones.
These conditions contribute to early.burn
out, with women leaving the job by the

‘time they are 25 years old. Sexual harass-

ment by male supervisors and job insecu-
rity can be other problems faced by these
women workers.”(UN Report). Accord-
ing to the report young women are chosen
because they are unmarried, have no fam-
ily responsibilities, little experience and
are difficult to unionize, but for many
young women in developing countries to
work for multinational corporations is a

_ “step upwards,” the “first opportunity for

change.” _
Just as the logcal bourgeoisies share in
the proceeds .of the multinationals and
privatisations so multinationals often pay
wages above average local rates. Multina-
tional investments are generally technol-

ogy intensive with high levels of °

productivity so higher wages and better
social security conditions can be afforded.
In Turkey wages paid by multinationals
are 134 per cent above the average paid by
local firms. It is not unusual to find wages
50 per cent above local rates in different
countries. :
The impact of such differences tied to
the productivity of the multinationals is to
forcelocal firms to drive down their wages
to compete. Local firms often close thereby
expanding the reserve army of unem-
ployed labor. The country becomes de-
pendent on the multinationals for exports
and with local closures dependent of im-
ports. In several Third World countries
between a fifth and a third of all manufac-
ture is done by multinationals.
Multinationals are creating a world in
their ownimage; itis notjust the products,
brands and images that fill public spaces
but whole education systems are being re-
designed to meet the needs of multina-

tionals. Brazil, China, Mexico, South Korea

and the Philippines all have more engi-
neering graduates than Britain.
China and India

Together China and India contain 2.1
billion people, almost 40 per cent of the
world’s population. China is the biggest
recipient of overseas investment and ac-
counted for almost half the 1993 increase
in third world countries with $26 billion.
By October the 1994 sum was $25.2 billion.
Multinational companies account for over
a quarter of China’s exports. The average
Chinese wage is approximately one twen-
tieth that of Britain.

Intoxicated with visions of this untapped
market multinationals have flooded in.
Volkswagen, Ford, Toyota, Nissan and
Daihatsu into car production, intending to
multiply the number of cars produced in
China five fold in as many years, regard-
less of the costs in oil resources, global
warming of anything else. However, as
the multinationals came inso Chinese state
enterprises increased overseas borrowing
to partake of the surge in production and
profits. With foreign debt at $83.5 billion
Chinese state enterprises are delaying pay-
ments to their overseas creditors.

A critical moment is approaching when
the Chinese state will eitﬁer have to con-
front the multinationals,t the World Bank
etc. of surrender to a subordinate position
in managing the Chinese economy.

Restrictionson multinational investment
in India have been steadily removed since
1991.The energy sector was opened up in
1992 and in came Shell, Mobil, Exxon, Gulf
and Total. General Motors Peugeot,
Chrysler, Ford, Rover and Daimler Benz
have invested in auto production. From
1990 to 1993 multinational investment in
India increased forty fold to 4.1 billion.
The USA is the biggest investor followed
by Britain and Germany. There is a con-
centration on computer software. Banga-
lore opened an Information Technology
Park in February 1994, its graduate engi-
neers work for $1000 a month, a fraction of
the equivalent job earnings in Britain, but
a high wage in India.

British banks are expanding their opera-
tions in‘India. In October the National
Westminster Bank bought up 20 per cent

of anIndian commercial bank. Indiancom- |

pany shares arenow traded on the London
and Luxemburg stock exchanges in an ar-
rangement set up by British stack brokers
and merchant banks. With India primed
for a‘foreign investment free-for-all the
spectre of another Bhopal threatens.
Indiahas over 250 million people below
the official poverty line, 70 per cent of
peopile still live on the land.China has an
estimated 200 million workers on the land
surplus to requirements for farming. The

- multipationals and imperialism hope to

exténd their existence by drawing form
the labor power of these people.
5 Bougainville

China and India opened the doors to
multinationals. What happens if people
try to keep them closed?

Who reads about Bougainville?
Bougainville is a Solomon island in the
Pacific Ocean, 800 kilometers east of Port
Moresby the capital of Papua New Guinea.
It contains one of the world'’s largest cop-
per deposits described by the former head
of Rtz as “the jewel in our Crown”From
1969 to 1989 the Bougainvilleans resisted
the destruction of their forests and poison-
ing of ‘their rivers and beaches. They re-
ceived 0.06 per cent of the RTZ mine’s
profitsin compensation. Pitted against the
Bougainvillean people were Papuan troops
accompanied by Australian helicopter
gunships,

In 1990 Bougainville declared indepen-
dence and the company left. The Austra-
lian government began a blockade of the
island. During 1993-1994 Papuan troops
aided by Australian military personnel
haveattacked Bougainville. Between 5000-
10000 Bougainville and have been killed,

the islanders face an attempt to starve
them into submission for the return of the
RTZ. You do not hear mention of this in
multinational owned media.

RTZ like BP, ICI and Lonrho are compa-
nies considered by the British state to be
identical with “national interest” and they
receive regular intelligence briefings from
M16 and GCHQ. The directors of the RTZ
include the chair of the National
Westminster Bank and Lord Armstrong,
the former Cabinet Secretary and head of
the Civil

Service, whois a current director of Shell,
BAT Industries, Inchcape and Vice Chan-
cellor elect of Hull University. Other di-
rectors include a director of BOC and
Reutors, deputy chair of Barclays Bank, a
director of Marks and Spencers, deputy
chair of Commercial Union Assurance and
a director of the Bank of England.

Genetics

The US Department of Commerce ruled
in 1977 that private companies could ap-
ply for accelerated patent action on the
production of genetically engineered life
forms. Today, the genes for a mouse, the
Oncomouse which is predisposed to can-
cerous tumors, are patented. The next step
the multinational pharmaceutical compa-
nies want is to patent the human genome,
the particles that form the hand, eye,
mouth, whatever. They argue that the cost
of research and development is too great if
they cannot ﬂ}\)atent their discoveries and
profit from them to cover these costs.

90 per cent of the world’s biodiversity is
in the Third World. The multinationals are
buying up the bio-diversity they do not
destroy first. Bayer’s steroid hormones are
taken from the Arad medicinal plant spi-
raea, Syntex’s steroid hormones are taken
from barbasco roots in Mexico, a strept-
mycin based ant-biotic taken from Argen-
tinian soil is patented as animal feed
additive by Mitsubishi. These are examples
of bio-piracy where multinationals take
what was naturally available, turn it into
private property and profit from it.

The value of Third World plants to phar-
maceutical multinationals is put at over
$30 billion a year, but the Third World
does not get a cent of it.

In 1994 Indian farmers rioted because a

* patent had given the agri-chemical com-

bines amonopoly over seeds that they had
used for generations, threatening their live-
lihoods. They also rioted because patented
drugs put the tﬂrice of treatment for dis-
ease beyond their reach. These people
understand what multinational capital
means. The people of Chiapas understand
when they rose up on the day that Mexico
entered NAFTA.

The multinationals scramble for profits
is as much an indication of the crisis that
capitalism is in as it is of their strength.

en a trillion dollars can' be wiped off
the New York stock exchange in a single
day in 1987, when the current crisis of the
Mexican peso can send shudders through
markets across the Third World, we see
confirmation that as capital accumulates
into vast concentrations of wealth so its
foundations of wealth constantly narrow
and the contradictions that govern its ex-
istence become even more inescapable.In
Britain those who fought the Criminal Jus-
tice Act, the M11, the cruel shipment of
animals, who want to save the environ-
ment, their education system, health ser-
vice, jobs and wages, those who oppose
the racist immigration and asylum laws,
those who have to fight fascism will learn
that they must make common cause with
each other and with the people of India
and Chiapas against the new Moloch, the
multinationals.

UNCTAD World Investment Report
1994: Transactional Corporations, Employ-
ment and the Workplace.

International Revolution,
it's the only Solution!

*TAX T0A

£ "ON



NO.3

[ ]
H
>
4
)
(@)
[

December, 1995

iightning at the End of the Tunnel

U.S. Military Involvement in Mexico’s Quagmire Deepens

by Peter Lumsdaine

September 1995 -“Satellites, telecommu-
nications equipment, infrared rays track [the
indigenous peoples’] movement, locate its cen-
ters of rebellion, mark on military maps places
to plant bombs and death.”

-Subcomandante Marcos in Mexico: The
Long Voyage from Sorrow to Hope, 1994

Outside the spotlight of major media
coverageand publicawareness, the United
States is quietly backing into a potentially
wrenching military conflict south of the
border, as U.S. financing, training, tech-
nology, intelligence, arms, advisors and
political commitment are provided to bol-
ster a shaky and corrupt Mexican regime -
aregime thatis steadily acquiring an arse-
nal to wage war against its own people, if
they dare to seriously challenge the en-
trenched status quo. The hundreds of
Mexican civilians who have already died
at the hands of government troops and

The consequences of an
escalating cioil conflict in
Mexico, with heavy United
States government support

for a violently undemocratic
clite of billionaire narco-
politicians, will inevitably
spill over the border:

police during 1994 and 1995 alone, like the
hundreds of millions of dollars inimported
weaponry for Zedillo’s army and the bil-
lions in bail-out money for the ruling elite,
may - tragically - be only the beginning, if
current U.S. policies are allowed to con-
tinue.

The consequences of an escalating civil
conflict in Mexico, with heavy United
States government support for a violently
undemocratic elite of billionaire narco-
politicians, will inevitably spill over the
border: inflaming U.S. economic and so-
cial instability; promoting domestic mili-
tarization; sharply increasing the numbers
of immigrants and refugees; requiring
more and more U.S. aid, weapons ship-
ments, advisors and potentially even com-
bat troops to prevent the collapse of a
regime on which Wall Street and Wash-
ington have already staked tens of billions
of dollars. From the jungles of Chiapas
and the scorching desert to shantytowns
of the 2,200 -mile border, to the slums of
the world’s largest urban metropolis,
Mexico City: civil war in a nation of 90
million souls, just south of the Rio Grande,
would be an unprecedented crisis for all
the people of the North American conti-
nent which we share. Itis not yet too late to
change course and support peace through
justice in Mexico, rather than continuing
to financially and militarily prop up a vio-
lently undemocratic government there.

Space-age Surveillance and High-Tech
Firepower for the new Indian Wars. The
fortified block-wide U.S. embassy in
Mexico City has longbeen the largest State
Department and CIA outpost in the West-
ern Hemisphere, with one of the highest
staffing levels of any such installation in
the world. Its rooftop satellite radar dishes
link the embassy complex to the Pentagon’s
network of sophisticated tracking stations
and surveillance aircraft - stretching from
NORAD's global headquarters inside
Cheyenne Mountain, Colorado and the
sensor-riddled U.S./Mexican border re-
gion to Cerro de Extranjeros (Aliens’ Hill)
in Chiapas, on into Guatemala and Co-
lumbia. Headquartered in this high-tech
command post, Ambassador John
Negroponte former diplomatic manager
of U.S. wars in Cambodia and Nicaragua -
served as Bush and Clinton administra-
tion point man for promotion of NAFTA
and corporate investment in Mexico. On
February 10,1995 the New York Times re-
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ported that “American intelligence ser-
vices” actively assisted in determining the
(alleged) identity of Zapatista leader
subcomandante Marcos, in preparation for
the federal army occupation of eastern
Chiapas and harsh imprisonment of ac-
cused Zapatistas.

Uncle Sam’s traditional role as primary
weapons supplier to Mexico intensified
during the era of political turmoil in the
crisis-torn ’80s, when debt austerity polar-
ized the society and massive government
fraud stole an historic Presidential elec-
tion victory from leftist opposition candi-
date Cuatemoc Cardenas. By the early
1990s, United States military assistance
credit programs were providing some $40
million per year in equipment to Mexican
security forces, along with another $45
million in State Department and DEA
(Drug Enforcement Agency) grants. Ironi-
cally much of the military aid sent to Mexico
in recent years has gone under the banner
of the Drug War, despite conclusive evi-
dence linking the Mexican government
and army to international narcotics trad-
ing evidence which the July 31, 1995 New
York Times showed was systematically cov-
ered up or deliberately ignored by top
Democratic and Republican officials, in
order to protect NAFTA, the bailoutloans,
and the “stability” of the Mexico’s ruling
establishment.

From 1988 to 1992 the U.S. exported
over $214 million of arms to the PRI re-
gime, according to the widely respected
Mexican journal El Proceso, some 16 times
as much as the second-place supplier,
France. Last year, in the wake of the
Zapatista uprising and weeks before the
fraud-tainted national elections, Clinton
authorized a new arms export package for
Mexico, including over $64 million of so-
phisticated electronic equipment and sat-
ellite-guided UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters
from United Technologies Corporation (a
transnational company based in Connecti-
cut, with a rocket motor plant at the south
end of Silicon Valley). In the 36 days pre-
ceding last Summer’s scandal- ridden
Presidential balloting, AP reporters saw
23 tanks and nearly 300 tons of “war mate-
riel” being unloaded on Veracruz docks.
And on May 23, 1995 the New York Times
reported that Mexico’s U.S.-supplied mili-
tary helicopter fleet could be nearly
doubled, to almost 200, by Pentagon trans-
fers now under discussion, including sev-
eral dozen state-of-the-art Blackhawk
choppers.

U.S.Huey and Bell 212 helicopters along
with C-130 Hercules troop transport
planes, were immediately brought into
action as the Mexican army and federal
police tried to crush the indigenous
Zapatista peasant uprising in Chiapas last
year. Eyewitnesses saw the choppers at-
tack Mayan Indian communities with
machine guns, rockets and bombs - and no
word of protest was ever issued from the
Clinton administration or its Republican
rivals, despite the supposed agreement

that U.S. aircraft would only be used
against drug dealers. These imported mili-
tary aircraft played a decisive role in the
lopsided January 1994 conflict, when over
400 Indian peasants were killed in 12 days,
according to the human rights report of
Catholic Bishop Samuel Ruiz.

Likewise, during the February 1995 army
offensive when federal troops - who had
occupied much of Chiapas since the previ-
ous year - sent 25,000 Mayan campesinos
fleeing into the mountains, U.S. supplied
and financed foreign military hardware
played a critical role. On the heals of the
Mexican bailout deal, International Mon-

From 1968 to 1992 the Ll 5
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nuich as the second-place

supplier, France.

etary Fund loan, and a Chase Bank memo
demanding “the elimination of the
Zapatistas”, ayear-long cease-fire wasbro-
ken as high-tech surveillance craft, fighter
jets, helicopter gunships and transports,
tanks and armored bulldozers thundered
forward through the Lacandon rainforest
in a terrifying show of force.

Even the traditional advantage of indig-
enous villagers, refugees and peasant
rebels being tracked by state security forces
- the ability to slip away through their
well-known local forests and hills - is rap-
idly being eroded by advances in U.S.
satellite warfare - which the October 30,
1992 Los Angeles Times called “the most
critical power” in Pentagon worldwide
military intervention. Especially crucial to
this space-age counterinsurgency are
Navstar GPS guidance systems, on which
the Mexican army - like the U.S. Special
Forces Command and the Chinese mili-
tary - has been spending “considerable
amounts” according to the authoritative
studies in Jane’s 1995 Intelligence Review.
U.S. Tax Dollars, Training;, and Troops -

from Chiapas to Texas

The dangerously deepening pattern of
United States military involvement in
Mexico goes beyond the massive exports
of weapons and surveillance technology
outlined above, to encompass not only
large-scale U.S. taxpayer financing for this
arms build-up, as well as training for hun-
dreds of Mexican officers herein the States,
but also the presence of U.S. police agents,
Army advisors, high-level CIA operatives,

and teams of United States Special Forces .

soldiers.
Beyond the tens of millions of dollars in
military hardware sent south of the border

under Clinton and Bush aid programs,
part of the multi-billion U.S. tax dollar
bailouts and ‘loans’ has unquestionably
gone tohelp underwrite the Mexican narco-
political elite’s high-tech shopping spree,
financing purchases from Pentagon stock-
piles as well as from government-licensed
U.S. weapons manufacturers, and from
the global arms market.

From 1984 to 1993 at least 725 Mexican
military officers were trained by Pentagon
experts in the States, 150 of those in 1993
alone, with 94 officers graduating from
Fort Benning, Georgia’s notorious School
of the Americas in 1992 and 1993 - 300%
increase over previous years. By the year
of the Zapatista uprising, nearly four dozen
paramilitary police advisors from the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Agency were working
closely with Mexican security and intelli-
gence forces, from the U.S. border to south-
eastern Chiapas - where the CIA also fields
asubstantial, expanding network of agents
and covert operatives, according to ex-
CIA officers John Stockwell and Ralph
McGehee. Finally, U.S. troops - including
elite Special Forces counterinsurgency
teams have already been fielded within
Mexico’s conflict zones, often under cover
of the Drug War campaign - though the
numbers and missions of these clandes-
tine units remain shrouded in secrecy and
financed by the Pentagon'’s classified multi-
billion “Black Budget” slush fund. U.S.
military attaches have been sighted in
Chiapas during army crackdowns, and as
U.S. Special Operations Commander, Gen-
eral Carl W. Stiner, has said, Special Forces
teams “Provide advice, assistance and de-
terrence to officials in areas experiencing
insurgence [or] instability ... signal U.S.
resolve to both allies and adversaries, en-
hance stability and promote U.S. influence
... when larger U.S. forces may be politi-
cally unacceptable.” Only ten years later
has the truth about U.S. Special Forces
troops machine gunning 83 peasant rebels
in a Salvadoran forest camp, along with
CIA supervision of Honduran torture
squads, finally surfaced in the mainstream
Seattle Post Intelligencer and Baltimore
Sun .

Spilling over the border, according to
the San Jose Mercury News and the
Pentagon’s own journal, Defense ‘92, its
military intelligence and assets are de-
ployed from California to the eastern Rio
Grande, in a network of listening and ob-
servation posts, ground-based and aerial
reconnaissance, motion sensors, ground
surveillance radars, dog teams, “terrain
denial” technologies, Nighthawk Systems
infrared scopes, and computerized finger-
print machinery as well as GPS satellite-
guided airplanes, helicopters and jeeps -
$158 million worth this year (1995). By
April the Clinton administration had pub-
licly admitted that if new upheaval in
Mexico occurred, the U.S. Army would
begin rounding up and detaining undocu-
mented Latinos in military internment fa-
cilities - an operation unprecedented since
the depths of World War II. Through
Mexico, the reality of Pentagon/CIA
counterinsurgency wars - like the Third
World’s economic crisis - is already begin-
ning to come home.

With the Mexicanarmy going onto “Red
Alert” at the edge of a second guerrilla
front in Guerrero this Summer, and the
stresses in Mexican society straining to-
ward the breaking point, U.S. military in-
volvement in Mexico is sliding down a
darkening slope with the fires of deepen-
ing conflict, but no daylight, at the end of
the tunnel. This Fall may represent the last
chance to re-evaluate and change course
before the momentum of escalation spins
out of control.

Lumsdaine has worked for over 15 years on
the staff of peace and global justice organiza-
tions, and in 1994 finished a two year federal
prison sentence for disabling an Air Force
satellite.



December, 1995

1529

Paramilitary and Police,
in Dirty War Against EZLN

Taken from La Jornada via the Net

Subcomandante  Marcos affirmed that
“we are facing an authentic civil war”
between the groups in power who are
trying to takeover more space in the deci-
sion-making process;in the face of the
“lack of political direction” of President
Ernesto Zedillo.

EZLN fighte ombats para
the US and Mexican bourgeoisie.

General and the public security corps of
the state, headed by “old masters” such as
General Arturo Acosta Chaparro or “old
revolutionaries” like Eraclio Zepeda, in
order to arm para-military groups in the
indigenous communities.

That way, he explained, the regular
Army goes from being one of the parties in
conflict to becoming a
spectator of another war
or container of one of the
parties, in this case the
most organized one: the
EZLN.

Asanother example of
‘the confrontation be-
tween the groups in
power he cited the re-
cent detention of
Fernando YanezMunoz.
This act brought to light
the existence of “low
blows” and a dirty war,
led by the judicial appa-
ratus and the police.

like this occur that put

that could break openan
any moment”.

The groups in power, who act on the
fringes of the President’s office, have not
given up on the possibility of a military
solution to the conflictin Chiapas, hestated.

The rebel leader stated that one proof of
this is that there are US and Argentinean
advisors who “are preparing”
counterinsurgency commandos or para-
military groups among the indigenous or-
ganizations not affiliated with the
Zapatistas, in order, at the proper time,
they struggle against the Zapatista Army
of National Liberation.

However, he said that the Mexican Army
“appears not to be willing to involve itself
in a dirty war of this size, not only because
of the feelings of nationality that they have,
but also because they know that they will
not resolve the political, social and eco-
nomic problems that are the roots of the
uprising, but rather they would be involv-
ing themselves in a long-term conflict”.

In a long interview done with reporters
Emiliano Lopez Rascon and Fernando
Chamizo, with the program “Chiapas, an
open Case”, that will be aired this Tuesday
(today) on University Radio, Marcos said
that the “civil war” among the groups in
power makes it unclear who is the repre-
sentative of the federal government in the
discussions in San Andres Larrainzar.

“The problem is that we do not know
with whom we are speaking, they have
not defined themselves, and this problem
in our opinion could provoke a war in its
mostdramatic form, with delays, “baches”,
and frictions in the dialogue. The struggle
for power has been converted into some-
thing normal and daily for the people”, he
indicated.

Now, the position of the groups in power
is in contrast with the posture of the Mexi-
can Army, “that has denied that there is a
solution without resolving the fundamen-
tal causes of the conflict (and) has recog-
nized that there although thereis this issue
of an illegal group, transgressors of the
law and everything else that you want to
call them, but they have the support of the
communities. The soldiers have become
aware that they are facing a group of la-
borers and their strategy is that of a war of
stalling, of avoiding deployments and of
not persecuting”, he explained.

The Zapatista leader stated that every-
thing points to the idea that “the federal
Army is not willing to promote or partici-
pate in a solution that does not address the
fundamental causes”. For this reason, he
added, the government has replaced “the
armed wing” with the Federal Attorney

Regarding the current
political panorama,
Marcos again called attention to “the un-
deniable fact that the National Action Party
(PAN) is gaining as an electoral option.
This is the truth. And I tell you this:
Deceived people! They are crowing, and
the PAN is going to pass them by.

“Here there is an alternative of power,
not for the country. What we want is an
alternative country and not an alternative
in power. We are not struggling against

“the PRI. We are struggling against the

system of the Party- State. The problem is
not one of the political parties; it is one of
the system of the Party-State, and so they
are deceived because that is where they
are going!” Later he talked about his dif-
ferences. with the PRD. At the beginning,
he stated: “Let this be clear: itis a disagree-
ment with a political line that right now
permeates the PRD; it is not a disagree-
ment with the electoral struggle, much
less with the peaceful civil struggle, much
less with the PRD as a party. ‘

“We are concerned that instead of argu-
ing in this way, they say: it's that you are
an ingrate, what about our dead? Asif the
historical process of the PRD was a certifi-
cate of impunity so that everyone could
say whatever he/she wants, and a certifi-
cate of impunity so that Eraclio Zepeda, as
the Secretary of Government in Chiapas,
can order the murder of the PRD mem-
bers.

“Werespond to them: we are not against
the PRD’s dead”. Marcos said the suppo-
sition that the Zapatistas owe their lives to
the PRD, as Porfirio Munoz Ledo has said,
does not mean “that one can not say any-
thing. And later, when the time has past,
that they criticize and say: they were the
ones who did not say anything.

“Always we have been called ingrates,
forgetful, thankless, and poorly informed.
Although the only ones who call us this
last thing are those of the PRD, because the
CIA, the FB], the KGB and the news agen-
cies say that “who knows how they do it,
but the Zapatistas are the best informed”,
he commented.

Translated by Cindy Arnold, National Com-
mission for Democracy in Mexico

Victory to the
peasants and workers
of Mexico! For

socialism throughout
the Americas!

“Unfortunately things

on the table again the
: problem of a latent war,

-military thugs financed by

The Internet as siMeans
of Organizing forthe Left

by Maryse-NYU contributor

Remarkable is the great quantity of information withheld from us, here in the states,
or seen as unfit by the media for public consumption. The media used to be our only
source of information, and therefore it was greatly valued- but luckily, one doesn’t
need to rely on it too much nowadays. I've found that much of the news you can’t find
in the papers or on television, you'll probably bump into on the internet, or through
e-mail. o ‘ - v

It was last semester that T heard about the Zapatista movement for the first time. It
didn’t sound quite believable: A movement wasbegunby thelocal women in Chiapas
to protect their land from the Mexican government- and had resulted in the formation
of a guerrilla army, who's spokesman was a university professor? I had to rely on the
bits of information I'd picked up from rumors circulating around the city. There was
nothing to be found in the papers or on T.V. to support any of this.

Then I remembered that Marcos (the professor/“Subcommandante” of the move-
ment,) was said to be glued to the internet. Thisidea fascinated me. I had always seen
guerrilla movements as existing outside the world of multi-media and new technol-

ogy. _

“One day, a friend of mine lent me a pamphlet on the EZLN (Zapatista National
Liberation Army,) that included an e-mail address for the Center of Democracy in
Mexico. I wrote to them, introducing myself, and explaining that I felt the fight of
CUNY students for their right to an education, and the oppressive tactics used against
them by the administration was in a way, similar to the situation that faced the
Zapatistas. Could they possibly send me any information on the movement?

Soon after, I received a communiqué (communication) from Marcos, (written to La
Journada, a Mexican newspaper,) via the Center For Democracy in Mexico. Appar-
ently, he was sending the demands of the Zapatistas through e-mail, and it was
reaching destinations all over the world. For weeks, I read about the Zapatistas’
reasons behind their actions- from the Zapatistas themselves. »

The Mexican government has not succeeded in ridding Mexico of the Zapatistas. It
won’t take action against them, because people around the world are very attentive to
the cause of the Zapatistas. In a recent Consult called by the Zapatistas and organized
by the National Civic Alliance, over a million people around Mexico and internation-
aily (through e-mail,) overwhelmingly agreed with the demands of the Zapatistas.
Huge demonstrations in support of them have been held in Mexico and all over the
world. -

About a month ago, I read an article in The New York Times about a riot that had
broken out in a town outside Mexico City, in protest to the proposed construction of
a big golf course for businessmen. The townspeople were rioting, according to the
article, because the golf course might use up all of their water and because it was to be
built on an ecological preserve. I haven't seen much about the story since.

I was surprised that the “Times” had failed to mention the other instances of land
and human abuse that are occurring throughout Mexico, the immense outrage that
exists among the Mexican people toward their government and big business, or the
demands that the Zapatistas are making of the Mexican government on behalf of the
Mexican people. This was simply a story about a riot in which Mexican peasants
protested the addition to their town of a golf course. I guess the writer figured that in
Mexico, riots just spontaneously break out. ;

1 was equally astonished at the bad press CUNY students were given last semester.
The press portrayed CUNY students as rowdy bratty kids who wouldn't listen to the
wisdom of the administration. Never was there mention of the CUNY administration’s
lack of interest in preserving education for CUNY students, its methods of repression,
or its collaboration with the NYPD. The media did not discuss CUNY’s importance to
its community. It did not explain why the students found it necessary to take action.

The actions of the Zapatistas have enabled us to see new possibilities for change,
crossing the old obstacles of space and language. They do not see themselves as an
isolated group but are reaching out internationally for support- and they are not
relying on the media to represent them. : ‘

“What the economy unites, politics separate. On the first of May of 1995 one of the
greatestindependent national mobilizations in the last decades takes place. Ithas two
characteristics: Oneis that it was a protest against government politics, the other is that
it did not have unified political direction. A great mobilization, symptom of great
discontent. An absence of a unified direction, symptomatic of a missing “something”..

The re-named “people of Mexico” generates new‘and creative ways to speak. The
death sentence for Mexican hope, synthesized in the phrase “the Mexicans tolerate

anything”, begins to lose validity. Hope begins, babbling, to rehearse its own words,
to construct a new language, to create a new mirror, a new image..”
-Subcommandante Marcos  From “The Mirrors...5ub’s Fable”
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Sri-Lanka - Roots of the Civil War

by Vimukthi Jayadeva

Sri - Lanka, an island nation off the
southern coast of India, known through-
out its history by such welcoming names
as Serendipity and “the resplendent isle”
for its natural beauty and ancient Bud-
dhist civilization is bleeding to death. At
least 80,000 people have been shot, bombed
and hacked to death over the last 15 years.
Many hundreds of thousands have been
ethnically cleansed from integrated re-
gions.

Sri-Lanka has a population of some 18
million of which roughly 70% are Sinha-
lese and 22% Tamil and the remainder a
mixture of Malays and Burghers (descen-
dants of Dutch and Portuguese
colonialists).The Tamils who are predomi-
nantly Hindu under the leadership of the
Liberation Tigers Of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
have been waging an armed struggle for a
separate Tamil State - Eelam - that would
comprise the North and East of the island,
roughly 1/3 of the surface area and 2/3 of
the coast line. The present war is traced by
most observers to 1983 when hundreds of
Tamils werebrutally killed and theirhomes
and businesses destroyed by Sinhalese
mobs in retaliation for an LTTE killing of a
dozen Sinhala soldiers.

However the roots of the conflict run
deeperand are not explained by any mono-
causal theory particularly those that give
primacy to so-called ethnic, tribal or racial
factors. At the same time it is painfully
obvious that the “ethnic” dimension has
gained primacy in the present bloodlet-
ting.

British pave the way to hate

Sri-Lanka has the dubious distinction of
having had not one but three colonial rul-
ers, stretching over a period of 500 years.
The Portuguese, the Dutch and then the
colonialists par excellence the British ruled
the island successively until 1947. British
colonialism who gained worldwide noto-

riety as the perfecters of the cynical ploy of .

“divide and rule” set the basis for the
current slaughter between the Sinhalese
and Tamils. The British ever concerned
with thoroughness, brought the three pre-
capitalist social formations that existed
prior to their rule under one administra-
tive framework. TheJaffna peninsulahome
of the majority of the islands Tamils, the
Kandyan Kingdom - the seat of Sinhala
power, colonized only by the British and
thenby intrigue only in 1815 and the Kotte
Kingdom' also a predominantly Sinhala
kingdom were totally subjugated to the
commercial interests of the British empire.

The British incorporated a dispropor-
tionate number of Tamils into the local
administration which brought the only
social power that could be had within the
colonial framework. Given the otherwise
bleak prospects available to Tamils in the
dry and infertile northern Jaffna penin-
sula this was an opportunity they readily
accepted. Indian labor (also Tamil speak-
ers) was brought over to work the tea
plantations that the British felt were more
important than the rice fields that for-
merly fed the people. The rich indigene
culture of the Sinhalese and their ancient
Buddhist civilization and the equally an-
cient civilization of the Tamil Hindus was
threatened with extinction as the very foun-
dation upon which such cultures were
based were being torn asunder by the
megalomaniacal commercial drive of the
colonialists. Naturally neither language
was acceptable coin under the British Raj,
the Queens English and the Queens reli-
gion were the only acceptable means of
communication and spirituality respec-
tively.

Sinhala only

Upon independence in 1947, Sinhalese
nationalism exploded unto the political
scene damaging the democratic rights of
the islands minorities in the blast. The
Sinhala Only Act of 1956 replaced English
with Sinhala as the official language of the
state.This effectively shut the door to Tamil
speaking youth who earlier sought em-

ployment through the learning of English.

Tamils naturally started to get the feeling
that “independence” was only for the Sin-
halese. A Sivanandan, a Sri-Lankan Tamil
who edits the journal Race and Class in
Britain argues that the absence of a na-
tional liberation movement that would
have united the various “ethnic” and toan
extent caste groupings in a common
struggleagainst the colonial oppressor pre-
cluded the development of a Sri-Lankan
national identi

The birth of Sri-lanka occurred as a by-
product of the Indianindependence move-
ment. Unlikein India where themovement

united the various peoples under a com-

ship bereft of any credentials other than
their training in the image of the colonial
masters. This was the bourgeois United
National Party also known at the time as
the “Uncle Nephew Party”. The period of
independence was characterized by a ris-
ing sentiment of pride and affirmation of
the peoples heritage. This was cynically
manipulated by the Sinhala bourgeoisie
with the aid of a section of the Buddhist
clergy to communalize the population in
order to win electoral office.

The Sinhala Only Act of 1956 was given
backhanded support by the main workers
party the LSSP thus sxgnallmg aserious

..the roots of the conﬂzct run deeper and are not explazned by
any mono-causal theory particularly those that give primacy
to so-called ethnic, tribal or racial factors. At the same time it
is painfully obvious that the “national” dimension has gained

primacy in the present bloodletting.

mon anti-colonial banner albeit under up-
per caste bourgeois leadership, a national
leadership that commanded the loyalty of
all peoples did not develop. An important
factor was the absence of a national bour-
geoisie of any social weight. The Lankan
proletariat too was small and geographi-
cally divided. In the Tamil north a petty
bourgeoisie of small owners, fishermen,
peasants and civil servants far outweighed
the proletariat. In the Sinhalese south the
population was largely agrarian. The pro-
letariat was largely concentrated in the
Colombo docks and the tea plantations in
the central hills. Amongst this proletariat
however radical Marxist ideas were quick
to take hold. The Lanka Sama Samaja Party
(LSSP), a Trotskyisti.e revolutionary party
through exemplary and bold work since

its formation in the 1930s went on to be-.

come the leading party of the Lankan pro-
letariat by the time of independence. It
early staunch anti-chauvenist stance won
them a hearing amongst the Tamil masses.

Sri-Lanka then Ceylon was granted a
formal independence in 1948 and power
fell into the hands of a bourgeois leader-

This vacillation on the rights of minorities
was to lead to its wholesale liquidation
into bourgeois politics by 1970 when it
joined the bourgeois, Sianala chauvinist,
Sri-lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) in the so-
called United Front government. Although
a quarter of the party split to continue the
fight for socialism in the form of the LSSP
(Revolutionary) this was a staggering blow
to the workers movementin Sri-lanka. The
class line that had been clearly drawn was
now poisoned with the politics of “race”
Most critics of the LSSP’s demise agree
that the party leadership bourgeois roots
and the emphasis laid on electoral politics
were the source of its capitulation to bour-
geois politics.

The United Front government had man-
aged in the span of its 7 years in power (70-
77) to brutally murder several thousand
leftist youth in putting down a uprising by
the MaoistJVPin 1971, further communal-
ize the electorate through setting up a
discriminatory standardization practice for
the universities and steer the economy
through its “mixed economy” policies to
the brink of collapse. Despite a series of

nationalization that took place the
economy remained fundamentaly neo-co-
lonial ie. tide to the interest of the imperi-
alist world market.Tamil only -

The spectere of Tamil Eelam

In 1977 the United Front Government
was swept out of office by the right wing
united national party under the leader-
ship of Jayawardene the UNP embarked
upon fully harmonizing the Lankan
economy with the need of the world mar-
ket. The state sector was brought to heel
under a strong arm regime with its own
private armies, trade union activities was
squashed, political opponents were mur-
dered at the private sector given freereign.
The UNP regime was welcomed by the
International Monetary Fund and World
Bank. Its proclamation of a “dahrmista” ie.
lawful government and early a resolution
to the “just grievances of the Tamil popu-
lation” through an all party conference
came to a quick end with the anti-Tamil
pogroms unleashed by the police inJaffna.
The Jayawardene government for all in-
tense and purposes turned a blind eye to
the violence.

Tamil youth in 1977 had organized the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
to fight the Sinhala dominated Sri-Lankan
state. Jayawardene mindful of the danger
of an all out race war for his Free Market
policies offered Tamil the status of a Na-
tional Language and included anumber of
Tamil politicians in his cabinet. However
the racialist dynamic unleashed with the
Sinhala Only Actin 1956 had become insti-
tutionalized in response to the LTTE kill-
ing of a Tamil police Inspector in Jaffna in
July 79 the army was send in to the penin-
sula under state of emergency regulations
towipe out the LTTE. Theemergency regu-
lations and the draconian Prevention of
Terrorism Act served to place the whole
Tamil population under a state of siege.
With their basic civil liberties suspended,
Sivanandan argues convincingly that it
was this juncture at which the Tamil popu-
lation got radicalized along a separatist
dynamic. The LTTE’s brand of militant
cultural nationalism won broad sympathy
under the the weight of Sinhala State chau-
vinism.

The UNP’s quit on dharmista like re-
gime set about crushing the already bu-
reaucratized workers movement in the
South. This was highlighted in the crush-
ing of the general strike of July 1980 using
UNP goonsquads. The systematic destruc-
tion of the relatively elaborate welfare state
pushed the largely rural Sinhala masses

‘into further poverty. Thousands of edu-

cated rural Sinhala youth faced jobless-
ness in an increasingly corrupt and
nepotistic neo-colonial order. The JVP,
proscribed by the government was to at-
tain a mass hearing once again amongst
these layers.

In 1983 twelve soldiers (the army had
become almost exclusively Sinhalese now)
were killed by LTTE mine blast.

Races in the South used it as an opportu-
nity to carry out a bloody polgrom against
Tamil particularly in Colombo. The collu-
sion of government politicians ininstigat-
ing the violence was widely acknowledged.
This further threatened the grip of the
LTTE on Tamil sympathies and an out race
war was under way. The tenuous fabric of
Lankan society was ripping apart. Thou-
sands of middle class Tamils Sinhalese
and Burghers were fleeing to Britain, Aus-
tralia and where ever else they could gain
entry. The expatriate Tamil population
became an integral international network
for the LTTE. Setting up an international
headquarters in London and having im-
portant bases in Paris Boston and other
western cities the LTTE was able to raise
its profile internationally and raise funds
for their cause.

Sinhala youth challange the Sinhala state

As the Tigers were waging their Guer-
rilla war in the North, gradually ethnically
cleansing the Jaffna peninsula of all Sinha-
lese and Muslims in a ruthless but affec-



December, 1995

2

..Sri-Lanka

tive advance toward the Separate State, a
new problem was arising in the South.The
JVP began to carry out a guerrilla cam-
paign in the Sinhala South. Government
officials police and military personal and
others seen as collaborators of the state
were assassinated. Wall posters convey-

the LTTE which ironically had earlier
looked to India for training and financial
support, had the Indian establishment
screaming about “India’s' Vietnam”. For
the LTTE this victory brought them noto-
riety if not respect internationally as a

ing the line of the JVP littered
the landscape, mysteriously
sprouting up over night, given
the impression of a mass tightly
organized group. The UNP feel-
ing threatened and having little
protection from a cowed policej-
force and an army whose ranks
were sympathetic to the JVP,
established paramilitary death
squads popularly known ds the
green tigers. The JVP was deci-
mated in a matter of two yeéarsf .
and its leaders arrested pnd
murdered. Amnesty Inté%;- ‘
tional estimate at least 60)00§":
youth were “disappeared” ;Thef *
strident Sinhala patriots iri%the ;
UNP fighting to preserve:the} '
sinhala Buddhist civilizajion}:
had managed tomurderawshole
new generation of Sinhala Bud-§
dhist youth. This, is by faf the}"
most damning empirical dataf
to complicate the two dimen-
sional racialist schemas of quote
nationalist on either side.

Bumbling Indians save Sri-

Lankan state

The UNP regime beleagured

by the LTTE in the North and

capableand organized fighting force. Most

e

collapse.
JVP No solution for the masses
With the failure of the JVP and the LTTE
to establish a common front against the
Sri-Lankan State the opportunity for
Sinhala-Tamil unity along class lines was
lost. However the petty bourgeois charac-

JVP in the South played on the regional
bully boy instincts of its neighboring giant
India. In 1987 it invited in the Indian mili-
tary, which was becoming increasingly
involved in the LTTE crisis, to establish
“peace” in the North of Sri-Lanka. The
rout of the Indian peace keeping force by

significantly the northern Jaffna penin-
sula was now under their control. The Sri-
Lankan State too emerged victorious. It
was the Indian intervention in the North
that allowed State to direct its full military
capacity against JVP in the South and pre-
serve the neo-colonial order form a rapid

ter of both organizations made this an
unlikely prospect from the get go. The
mass of the working class in the South was
still organized in the trade unions con-
trolled by the reformists workers parties
and even the bourgeois parties. The JVP
took the line of physically annihilating

trade union leaders and other leftist. In-
stead of winning this key industrial prole-
tariat politically JVP terrorized it. However,
the JVP paranoid terrorism against the
reformist left was not unsubstantiated con-
sidering the experience of the collusion of
these vary same reformist in the butcher-
ing of JVP youthin 1971.The main workers
parties were hopelessly entangled in par-
liamentary cretinism. Even the ostensibly
trotskyist organizations were incapable of
meeting the JVP and forging a more effec-
tive strategy against the state.

The LTTE for its part was crudely na-
tionalist and had no intention of waginga
working class based offensive against the
State .Indeed it ruthlessly murdered rival
Tamil organizations who had differing ide-
ologies. Principally the Eelam Peoples
Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF)
and Tamil Eelam Liberation Organization
(TELO) were destroyed by the LTTE. Its
forcible recruitment of Tamil youth and
indiscriminate massacre of Sinhala and
Muslim villages make it an unlikely com-
ponent of a united Sinhala-Tamil revolu-
tionary workers organization.

Class War Not Race War

The only solution that can bring peace
back to this tortured island remains in
forging such an inter-ethnic unity. How-
ever any such unity can only be found in a
working class internationalist program.
The “ethniccrisis” of Sri-Lanka stems from
the disintegration of third world econo-
mies under the policies of the US domi-
nated Free Market New World Order .Only
asocialist revolution that break the grip of
this order and encompasses the whole of
the Indian sub-continent will insure a per-
manent peace. Compare to the genocidal
dead end of ethnic war and its parent
bourgeois democracy this seems an ex-
tremely necessary and possible task.

Barbarism In Paradise
The Bloodiest Chapter of the War In Sri-Lanka

by Vimukthi Jayadeva

The collapse of Jaffna, the center of LTTE
power, before the advance of a heavily
armed Sri-Lankan Army isimminent. Over
30,000 troops are involved in the biggest
offensive by land, sea and air of the Sri-
lankan State (SS) against the Tamil petty-
bourgeois' nationalist guerrillas of the
LTTE. This is the bloody zenith of the
bitter ethnic conflict whicK escalated after
the anti-Tamil riots of 1983 by government
inspired Sinhala gangs. The stated goal of
the SS is to deal a significant military blow
to the LTTE to force the LTTE to accept a
“peace” based on a federal solution to the
war rather than secession.

Nearly 500,000 Tamils have become refu-
gees, including the whole population of
Jaffna town. At least 3000 have died and
10,000 more have been injured on both
sides. An enormous humanitarian crisis is
presented in providing adequate food and
shelter for the thousands of Tamils that
have had to flee their homes. The SS has
enforced strict control over the ability of
aid agencies to provide relief on the
grounds that they may be sympathetic to
the LTTE creating food shortages and in-
creased suffering amongst the northern
Tamil masses.

The SS regime led by Chandrika
Bandaranaike, daughter of former Prime
Ministers SWRD Bandaranike and Srimavo
Bandaranaike (SWRD'’s wife) launched this
military offensive after a year of humiliat-
ing military setbacks to the LTTE. Her
Peoples Alliance regime, abourgeois, cross
classalliance of the former opposition bour-
geois party (SLFP) and the politically cor-
rupt workers parties, came to power in
August of 94 on the twin planks of an
Immediate end to the war and protection
from the ravages of the “free market”
economy. The Sinhala masses of the south

. were fed up with war, state terror under

_new weapons acquired form Brit-

the previousbonapartist regime of the UNP
and free market misery. To avert a possi-
bility of a new insurrection in the south the
lankan bourgeoisie with the collusion of
the main workers parties promised peace,
democracy and prosperity to the Sinhala

The Sitals e e

Ibloody war against the Tamil
__population in the north

masses. The war against the LTTE was a
severe burden on the economy of this poor
country. The LTTE who had the support of
the majority of Jaffna Tamils and consider-
able military strength could not be de-
feated by the SS without risking huge
casualties and sparking a insurrection in
the south.

The LTTE who had been admin-
istering a de-facto mini state in the
north since 1991 were not about to i
negotiate away a separate state for
a federal solution which the SS was
offering. After walking away from
the talks in early 1995 it launched a
series of attacks with newly ac-
quired weaponry against SS mili-
tary targets. |

The Peoples Alliance regime was {8
ina quandary. With the more right-
ist chauvinist forcesincluding ironi-
cally asection of the Buddhist clergy #
clamoring for a “military solution”
the PA gambled on launching a
quick and massive assaulton Jaffna.
Operation Riviresa (Sunrise), began
in early October of this year with §&

ain, Russia, China and other coun-
tries. World imperialism led by the

US has given the green light to the PA
regime for the military operation while
hypocritically calling for a “negotiated
settlement”. :

The PA regime has clamped censorship
on the press to regulate the dissemination
of information about the war. On the one
hand it wants to prevent rightist Sinhala
gangs from setting upon Tamils living in
the south, particularly Colombo, but also
importantly it wants to prevent an anti-
war opposition from developing amongst
the Sinhalese as it had been in the 90s. This
is a very real threat to the SS as the army
mostly consists of poor rural youth who
have nothing at stake in defending the SS.
It was from this same southern rural
Sinhala youth that served as a base for
cadres of the leftist guerrilla campaign of
the JVP (Peoples Liberation Front) in the
late 80’s. Its bloody suppression by the SS
is still fresh in the minds of the Sinhalese.
The Sinhalese masses have nothing to

gain from the bloody war against the Tamil
population in the north. If the Lankan
Army wins this battle against the LTTE
which seems likely, this will not end the
war which is based fundamentally on the
misery of Third World existence. The prob-
lems of unemployment and poverty will
remain under the bourgeois neo-colonial
order. Indeed this wretched order which
solvesunemploymentby sendingits youth
to die in nonsensical war will only be
strengthened by the victory of the Lankan
Army.

The Sinhala masses who have a long
history of anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist
militancy must bring down this decrepit
order and replace it with one based on
humanneeds rather thanimperialist profit.
It is only through the uprooting of this
racist order will itbe possible for the Tamil
and Sinhala masses be able to re-establish
the historical cultural links that they once
shared.
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PUBLIC STATEMENT From
Cecilia Rodriguez

by Cecilia Rodriguez, Nov. 3, 1995

On Thursday, October 25, 1995 in what
was a simple excursion in broad daylight
I was raped and sodomized by 3 armed
men in what was supposedly a tourist
attraction, the Lakes of Montebello in the
state of Chiapas, Mexico.

On the advice of a human rights worker,
and because of the suspicious circum-
stances of the assault, I left San Cristobal
the next day. I filed a complaint with the
American embassy on October 31, 1995 in
Mexico City. When I presented the com-
plaint, I asked vice-consul Nicholas J.
Manring for information . Who or what
offices should I file the complaint with in
Mexico City? He told me that as far as he
knew, 1) Ishould file a police report in the
municipality where the crimes occurred;
2) that he would not recommend that I
return to the state of Chiapas. My hus-
band then asked him to forward the report
to appropriate police authorities. He as-
sured us he would and then commented
“they never prosecute here in Mexico”.

The United States likes to say it is a
defender of democracy and justice. Iaman
American citizen, and I will be interested
to see whether any American authority
will see fit to challenge the state of impu-
nity in Mexico since the only thing they
seem to care about is a “stable” environ-
ment able to protect high-powered inves-
tors.

I firmly believe that the Mexican as well
as the American government will at best
busy themselves with bureaucratic proce-
dures and at worst, and more than likely
accuse me, as they do all women, of hyste-
ria, of lying, exaggerating, and demand
details that I am unable to remember.

Mine is not the first sexual crime to be
committed in that area and unless the low-
intensity war being conducted against the
people of Chiapas ends, there is little hope
that it will be the last . I know there were
three Tzeltal women raped at a military
check point, and three nurses raped and
almost killed at the site of the peace talks,
San Andres Larrainzer . How many other
women whose stories we do not know
have suffered through this hell? Women
who have never said anything publicly
because they fear for their lives?

I have decided to make a public state-
ment, because I hope my experience will
illustrate the brutal nature of the low in-
tensity war being waged in Chiapas. I am
one more piece of evidence of the use of
sexual violence as a weapon specifically
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directed against women in this war.

Itis very humiliating to make this public
statement. My pain and stigma will be
material for public speculation and mock-
ery, the r-lfain of my husband, my parents,
my brothers and sisters and my three chil-
dren will be part of the public domain. If
my public humiliation can serve no other
purpose than to expose to the general pub-
lic the horror being endured in Mexico
then it will be worth it.

I ask for justice, not from the govern-
ments of the United States and Mexico

because they are complicit in this war, but .

from the people of Mexico and the United
States. Look into my suffering and multi-
ply that by the hundreds of women, men
and children whose voices you do not
seem to hear, who suffer on a daily basis
the humiliation and terror of a military
presence which intends to suffocate the
very human aspirations for democracy,
liberty and justice.

I am a casualty of a low-intensity war
sanctioned and more than likely facili-

tated by the government of the United

States. I am a victim of a state of social
deterioration in which journalists, opposi-

tion party members, and any unarmed

civilian no longer enjoy safety and tran-
quillity, even in broad daylight and in
which those in power have no more re-
course than to use assassination, terror,
and conspiracy even in the settling of their
own differences. As citizens of the United
States, we can not also be complicit in this
war. We cannot abandon the indigenous
communities trapped behind a military
barricade.

Iask youto rememberalways the women
of Mexico, to fight for their right to be safe
and secure and to live in a country where
the Zapatista demands for democracy, lib-
erty, and justice are a reality.

I have a question of those men who
raped me. Why did you notkill me? It was

a mistake to spare my life. I will not “shut -

up”, I will not stop my work or travel to
Chiapas or my work in the United States as
arepresentative of the Zapatistas, this has
not traumatized me to the point of paraly-
sis. 1 will follow the example of the other
thousands of Mexicans who continue to
work for a true democracy in Mexico in
spite of the danger to themselves and their
loved ones, who tell the truth in spite of
physical and mental suffering. You have
left me my life and from this will come the
strength to continue to work.

“INSURRECTION IN CHIAPAS,”

HEADLINES OF ALL MEXICAN
NEWSPAPERS ON JANUARY 2ND, 1994

by Juan M Perez

Juan M Perez is a Student of the Faculty of
Politics and Social Science UNAM, Mexico.
The translation was done by CSI Student,
Leonardo Castellanos

We just saw the images on television of
the uprising in the high region of Chiapas.
They show dozens of indigenous peas-
ants, members of E.Z.L.N (Zapatista Army
of National Llberation) ended by the bul-
lets of the federal Army. Swarthy, shortin
height, with black hair and black eyes.
Bodies thrown one next to the other, recall
the images of war in other parts of the
world, but it is here, in Mexico, my coun-
try- the camera focuses on the bare feet of
a dead man in a river of blood. The CNN
reporter shows the old and miserable rifle
with which he faced the modern R-15 &
AK47’s of the Federal Army. For this man
the suffering ended, his search for justice
was sealed with a bullet that found his
path. He sought for another kind of an-
swer, it was not to be. His wife, on her
knees cries to him. His sons will remember
this for the rest of their lives.

Civil society, the government and al-
most the whole population seem to criti-
cize violence: In that case isn’t hunger
violence? The dead by curable disease,
violence? That dead man was a peasant,
like my father, my fathers father and most
poor Mexicans.

Another image shows a prisoner, his
hands and feet are tied up, he is bleeding
copiously. He has a look full of fear at the
same time full of indignation. A spectacle
of hate and brutality exhibited publicly.

All Mexicans say to be proud of our
indigenous past but it seems we don’t
want a native present. We bring not before
any foreigner the splendors of our pre-
Hispanic civilization i.e. Mayas, Aztecs,
Zapotecas, etc. and their closest descen-
dants, we keep them in forgetfulness in
this poverty and oppression.

Nevertheless life continues after all...
Chiapas is far away. The TV gives the
impression this is something happening
inanother world. That it happens far from
home, from the automobile, people think
there is no problem, that we have no prob-
lem, that we can keep drinking Coca Cola,
wear Levi’s and wait for the next football
game. Do we have to keep seated oblivi-
ous ? Until when?

The world is on fire right now. From
Bosnia, Somalia, Columbia, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Lebanon, Haiti, Peru....to
Mexico it is Man vs. Man.

Last year on December 30th, we were in
Palengue, a few kilometers from San
Cristobal de la Casas, the center of the

- ‘insurrection. We were coming back from a

trip to Belize and Guatemala, with theidea
of being in San Cristobal for the New Year.
There we would have been part of the
history. I've visited this place three times
in my life. There not only can you see
poverty but you can breatheit. January 4th
, 1994 and the problem is still going on.
Almost 16 days of confrontation gener-
ated by the oppression of civil society.
President Carlos Salinas de Gotari an-
nounced an amnesty to the “transgres-
sors” of the law - the official title that the
government gave the Zapatistas. Salinas
offered forgiveness but who is he to for-
give? To the menand women whostruggle
for better conditions of life can he offer
forgiveness? Who gave him that faculty? It
is an amnesty conduciveness to forgetful-
ness, to the classic “nothing happens”.

In only 14 days there was a proposal for
“dialogue” for peace. It was an accord of
the type offered to peoples struggles in El
Slavador or Guatemala, to sit at a table for
years.

Now the question is how to respond to
the uprising?

On January 1st, 1994 the “free trade”

treaty (NAFTA) between Canada, Mexico
and the US wasimplemented. This created
one of the largest markets in the world.
The Mexican government worked almost
5 years to get this treaty. Neo-liberal eco-
nomics was firmly introduced. This date
marks the triumph of the government, but
how far we were from reality. At 00:01 hr's
of 1994 the EZLN burst into the scene in
the Mexican state.of Chiapas. This event
without any precedent in post revolution-
ary Mexican history dispelled the mirage
that until then Mexicohad the #26 economy
in the world.

Now in the present year our economy is
placed #44 in the world, according to the
“World Competitiveness Report 1995” in
astudy sponsored by the World Economic
Forum. (Angular Gabriela, El Financiero,
Mexico, Sept. 6th, 1995.)

The government blames a great deal of
its problems on the EZLN, even though
between 1990 and 1994, before the revolt
in Chiapas Gross National Product (GNP)
fell per capita .44% annually, while India’s
increased 1.54% and Jordan’s increased
more than 7 times compared to ours. Its of
great importance that the EZLN is not a
guerrilla group by Ernesto Che Guevara’s
definition, published in “Granma” (En-
glish Edition, 12/03/67 cited by Pomeroy
Williams, “Guerrilla Warfare & Marxism:
WhatisaGuerrilla”) and itis nota product
of a popular revolt. It's a military action
premeditated that-was built and pre-
trained by an army clandestinely for al-
most 10 years. Such a army, from the point
of view of State theory is disputing the
monopoly of violence wielded by the State.
The EZLNs plan of action, the so called
“List of 10 points” (La Journada, January
2nd, 1994). gives them the character of an
insurgent group without popular partici-
pation. The Federal Army mobilized al-
most 20 thousand soldiers that enforced a
military cordon by land, sea and air of
Chiapas to prevent the spread of the rebel-
lion.

It is so that after 16 days of combat we
have 20 months of truce and dialogue that
maintains a slow rhythm. If at the begin-
ning civil society supported and uncondi-
tionally defended the EZLN, as its shown
by the manifestations for peace and the
conciliation that were made by the middle
of 1994, now it is concerned more with
how to confront its huge loss of purchas-
ing power. i

The movement compared to the one in
Nicaragua for instance, did not succeed in
adding the same amount of people, also it
is taken as a local rebellion not a national
one. Because of this, the EZLN is being
obligated to become a political force. That
is, it is being forced to participate in the
Mexican political game, which is regu-
lated by the ruling PRI party. This has
removed the EZLN from the domain of
public interaction.

The EZLN's has proposed now a na-
tional poll about its future course of ac-
tion. Anyway the mirage of the Mexican
miracle ended up broken. 64 years of eco-
nomic growth with social peace was the
basic pillar upon which the political struc-
ture dominated by the PRI has rested upon.

Chiapas reminded the whole world the
danger of applying the drastic laws of the
world market and the policies of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the World
Bank to economies like the Mexican. Such
policies are not consistent with an effec-
tive plan of social development.

The Mexican government after almost
two years since the uprising, after politi-
cal assassinations and economic collapses
has not created a true development plan
that combines the requirements not only
of the EZLN butalso the society as awhole.

We are all Marcos.
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Farrakhan’s Farce With Washington

continued from last page

fall, admissions to prison rise...even
thoughit costs thesupposedly budget-con-
scious state far more to incarcerate people
than it does to educate them. Only with the
economy in the doldrums of downturn and
jobs few and far between, educational op-
portunities for working class and black
youthbecome aluxury. Police, prisons and
the death penalty, on the other hand, be-
come more of a necessity, since the more
misery the system spawns in its decline
and decay, the more resistance it is bound

The cioil rihts and Black
poteer mooennents, by
breaking dowen the walls of
leqal seqreqation and fornual

\(’/MH’(I/I‘(’II allowed at least
sonie of the Black middle
class access to the white

niarket.

/
to provoke in its wake.

With “atrocious moral and material suf-
ferings” like these as commonplace today
as in 1924, it is thus hardly surprising that
close to a million chose to participate in the
Nation of Islam’s (NOI) “Million Man
March” last month in order to voice their
opposition to this sorry state of affairs.
What is surprising is that more than a mil-
lion didn’t show up regardless of whether
or not Louis Farrakhan was behind it. For
at least Farrakhan appears to offer opposi-
tion to the endless assaults on Black people,
rather than excuse or apologize for them.

Not so for the mainstream Black “leader- °

ship” due to their ties to the “new” Demo-
cratic party of Bill Clinton which is every
bit behind those attacks as are the Republi-
cans.

ForJesseJackson and the rest of the Black
political establishment (who jumped on
board the bandwagon at the last minute in
order to avoid being bypassed by it alto-
gether)along with the AFL-CIO trade union
bureaucracy long ago sold their souls to
yuppie Democrat Clinton. Thus none of
them has bothered to lift a finger against
the endless assaults on working people in
general and Black peoplein particular since
Bill “end welfare as we know it” Clinton is
as much their author as is Newt Gingrich.

With the “left,” both Black and white, in
a state of impotency due to its worldview
being limited to what the Democrats say is
possible, the radical right, Black, as well as
white, has moved to center stage.
Farrakhan, who, on the surface seems to
offer an opposition to the status quo, has
thus not surprisingly emerged to fill the
leadership void that has appeared in the
Black community. And while Farrakhan
appears to be the one Black leader that the
racist ruling class loves to hate, his rise to
prominence is, in fact, a development they
not only can live with but are more than
glad to live with. For from Clinton to
Gingrich, itis clearly recognized that for all
their bluster and bravado, Farrakhan and
the NOI pose no threat to their interests,
but on the contrary can only help to bolster
them,

In the late fifties and early sixties the
NOI, (usually referred to as the “Black
Muslims”) with its separatist doctrine of
“self-reliance,” appeared to many militant
Blacks (like Malcolm X) to represent a radi-
cal alternative to the turn-the-ather-cheek
pacifism of the mainstream civil rights
movement with its reliance on the Demo-

cratic party and the US government. How- .

ever this seemingly militant veneer
concealed acceptance of and accomodation
to the racist status quo as well as abstention
from the struggle against it. Thus like
Marcus Garvey’s cozying up to the Klan
before them, the NOI was willing to play
ball with rabid racists like the American
Nazi Party in spite of all their denuncia-

tions of the “white devils.” For all agreed
that there was no place in America for
Black people.

It was above all the NOI's refusal to
become involved in the fight for Black lib-
eration that caused Malcolm X to break
with them. As Malcolm pointed out at the
time, “Muslims talk tough, but they never
do anything unless somebody bothers
Muslims.” He thus saw that this “general
non-engagement policy” would “separate
(Muslims) from the Negroes’ frontline
struggle.” Indeed it did for as the struggle
for Black liberation moved into high gearin
the sixties the NOI receded further and
further into the background. Itis only ina
period of downturn in the fight against
racism that a group like the NOI which has
no perspective for participating in that fight
can move to center stage.

Today Louis Farrakhan, who in 1965
wrote that “a man such as Malcolm is wor-
thy of death,” continues to represent that
perspective as his program for the March,
which placed demands not on the govern-
ment but on the Black population itself,
boldly illustrates. For whenit comes down
to it, the NOI represents that section of the
Black middle class that seeks to carve out a
niche for themselves as exclusive exploit-
ers and oppressors of the Black poszulation
under Black capitalism. This is what they
falsely pass off as representing the road to
“empowerment” for Black people even

though, given the overwhelmingly work- .

ing class composition of America’s Black
population, it would “empower” only a
few Blacks at the expense of the many like
any other variety of capitalism does.

Given that less than 1% of corporate
wealth in this country is currently in the
hands of Black people, the funds for this
scheme can only come from the same white-
owned businesses that are currently ex-
ploiting and oppressing Black people. So
for all their talk of “separatism” and “self-
reliance,” Farrakhanand the NOI seek ittle
more than to administer the ghettos for the
same white “devils” they daily denounce.
Indeed the most profitable of all the NOI's
business ventures to date has been their
renting out of their security squads to the
US government to police federal housing
projects for them!

For his part, Farrakhan makes no secret
that his agenda is based upon accommoda-
tion with the racist status quo. He even
goes so far as to hail the days of Jim Crow
segregation as a golden age for Black self-
reliance. After all many Black small busi-
nesses were able to grow and prosper due
to the forced separation of Blacks in ghet-
toes, isolated from the economic main-
stream of American capitalism. The civil
rights and Black power movements, by
breaking down the walls of legal segrega-
tion and formal separation allowed at least
some of the Black middle class access to the
white market. The real road forward for
the majority of Black people, however, must
be to destroy racism and the capitalist sys-
tem that spawned it in the first place and
which has kept it alive all these years re-
gardless of what that may mean for the
Black middle class. As the Black Panther
Party argued, “(we) will not fight capital-
ism with black capitalism, we will ot fight
imperialism with black imperialism, we
will not fight racism with Black racism.
Rather, we will take our stand against these
viles with a solidarity derived from a pro-
letarian internationalism born of socialist
ideology.” Farrakhan, on the other hand,
attempts to not only keep the system going
but to turn the clock backward and thus
represents little more than a reactionary
utopia for most Black people.

Hand-in-hand with all of this goes an
e'ctxally as reactionary social agenda; one
which the racist rulers of America have
little problem with sinceitechoes theirown
almost word for word. Farrakhan tells
Black people that they have to “atone” for

.their sins and rely only on themselves....the

same message the Republican right
preaches as they slash social services to the

by

bone. Hence GOP heavies from Robert
Dole to Newt Gingrich to Pat Buchanan
rushed to embrace Farrakhan’s message
since it is almost identical to that which
provides the ideological underpinnings of
their war on the “welfare state.”

NOI leaders thus made no demands on
the government and all demands on the
government’s victims. For Farrakhan lets
the “great” American government (as he
puts it) and the racist ruling class it repre-
sents off the hook by diverting the anger
and wrath of Black people onto themselves.
If self-hatred won’t do, then there’s always
groups like the Jews, Koreans and Arabs to
scapegoat. . While the latter may control
corner candy stores in a few big cities they
sure as hell don’t call the shots in Washing-
tonand on Wall Street. Butsince Farrakhan
and the NOI's appetites are only to take the
place of those they call the “bloodsuckers”
of the Black community in doing the blood-
sucking, those really responsible for Black
oppression canbreath easy when the “hon-
orable” minister rants and raves...even if
they feign displeasure at some of his more
outrageous utterances.

Again echoing the RetY‘ublican right, the
NOI tells Black women, the most oppressed
sector of the Black population, to take a
back seat and stay at home. Pretending to
do justice to them in the time-honored tra-
dition of all male chauvinists, Farrakhan
only seeks to further oppress Black women
by keetﬁing them isolated from anything
other than the church, that is, his church,
the kitchen and the bedroom.

Allin all, the “separatism” of Farrakhan
and the NOI only serve to separate Blacks,
a minority in the US, from prospective al-
lies in the struggle against the common
capitalist enemy in order to curry favor
with that same enemy whom they have no
intention of fighting in the first place. That
is because the NOJ, as a middle class pro-
capitalist organization, stakes its all on the
maintenance of the racist status quo to be-
gin with. For without anti-Black racism
there would be no basis for an exclusivist
Black racialist outfit like the NOI. And
without capitalism there would beno frame-
work for the NOI's pipedream of Black
capitalism either. us it comes as no
surprise that for all his fire and brimstone
rhetoric, Farrakhan continues to peddle
electoral illusions; encouraging Blacks to
register and vote for the same twin parties
of capitalism which take turns in exploiting
and oppressing them even if they have a
few Black faces in high places doing the
dirty work for them...like Colin Powell,
butcher of Third World peoples from
Panama to Iraq, who Farrakhan unsuccess-
fully invited to attend and address the
march.

Farrakhan is thus a leader that the ruling
rich can not only get along with but actu-
ally prefer to the likes of a Jesse Jackson, let
alone another Malcolm X or Martin Luther
King. Jackson’s phony populist rhetoric
not only appeals to Blacks but to many

_white workers, all of whom want to indict

the system for its countless crimes against
themrather than atone for being its victims.
To keep such a base, Jackson is forced to
make demands on the government that
reflect their felt needs. Farrakhan with his
message of “self-reliance” presents nosuch
problem since his starting point is one and
the same as Newt Gingrich’s and Bill
Clinton'’s: less is better. Thus the bosses’
press and politicians sang paeans of praise
to the march’s message. How the march’s
participants, most of whom had an entirely
different agenda than the march'’s organiz-
ers, choose to react when they see that
message for what it is another story.
Needless to say, the close to a million
Black people who marched were not doing
s0 because they all shared the reactionary
worldview of Louis Farrakhan and the NOI
in part or in total, although, no doubt, quite
a few do. While there were many middle
class Blacks in attendance there were also
alot more workers, many who belong to
unions, all anxious to voice their opposi-

Farrakhan is thus a leader
that the ruling rich can not
only get along with but
actually prefer to the likes
of a Jesse Jackson, let alone
another Malcolm X or
Martin Luther King.

tion to the attacks on the Black population
inany way, shape or form they could. And
since almost all the ostensible Black “lead-
ers” and organizations around, like the
trade union bureaucracy, have discredited
themselves by staking their all on Bill
Clinton’s Democrats, the stage was set for
the NOI to make its move. But Farrakhan
offers no answers to the problems faced by
the millions of Black workers and poor. His
bubble will burst even quicker than that of
Jesse Jackson did before him. For both
swear by the same system that is respon-
sible for the sad state that Black America is
intobegin with. The form may be different,
the content is all too similar.

Thereal question is whether or notanew
generation of militant Black and white
workers will come forward to challenge all
wings of the Black middle class and the
pro-Democratic party union bureaucracy.
To do so and win a hearing from all those
looking to fight the racist rulers and both of
their political parties, requires a program
and a party that addresses all their com-
mon interests and aspirations rather than
continuing to subordinate them to those of
their common exploiters and oppressors in
the Democratic party or separating them
from one another so the bosses can pick
them off one at a time. With all workers’
wages and living standards under attack,
thestruggles of Blacks and other oppressed
minorities are connected to those of the
working class as a whole more than
ever...provided thatthat connectionis made
in the course of common struggle and not
obscured or obstructed by Democrats or
demagogues.

That means a program and a party that
confronts capitalism and racismrather than
conciliates tEem; alabor party based on the
unions and the organizations of the ex-
ploited and oppressed and a militant pro-
gram of class struggle, a revolutionary
socialist program, that treats an attack on
one as an attack on all and defends the
rights of Blacks and all of the oppressed
and exploited every bit as much as those of
trade unionists. Unfortunately, the new
AFL-CIO leadership which remains com-
mitted to the Democratic party every bit as
much as their predecessors remains part of
the problem and not part of the solution.

Needless to say, such a program and
perspective also runs counter to anything
and everything that Louis Farrakhan and
the NOI stand for. For it means to indict the
system not atone to it; to demand that it
provide decent jobs, housing, healthcare
and education for all who need them not
more Black faces in high places to enforce
austerity. It means not the phony “self-
reliance” of “separatism” that in fact relies
on the existence of exploitation and op-
pression or on the Democratic party but on
the self-activity, self-organization and self-
emancipation of the working class and mili-
tant mass actions to achieve it. For as
Frederick Douglas said, without struggle
there can be no progress. And it means not
the “empowering” of a few Black bosses to
get their piece of the action, but workers
power, which alone can root out the racist
oppression that will remain standard fare
as long capitalist exploitation remains.
What Karl Marx said at the time of the
American civil warand thestruggle against
chattel slavery remains just as true today in

the struggle against racism and wage sla-

very; labor with a white skin will never be
free as long as labor with a Black skin
remains enslaved.
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Irish Peace? Semtex Semantics,
and The Status Quo

by Sean Doyle

Fifteen months after the Irish Republi-
can Army’s (IRA) cease-fire, the peace pro-
cess has stalled.on the British demand that
the IRA “Decommission” its arms. The
surrender of weapons is a pre-condition to
Sinn Fein'’s inclusion in all party talks on
the constitutional future of Northern Ire-
land. As the political wing of the IRA, the
participation of Sinn Fein in the negotiat-
ing process is essential for substantive
progress. Their exclusion on the “decom-
missioning” pretext is contrary to the
Downing street Declaration which estab-
lished the premise for all party talks.
Singed by British Prime Minister John Ma-
jor, and his Republic of Ireland counter-
part Albert Reynolds, the declarationmade
nomentionof thesurrenderof arms. Albert
Reynolds, in Boston this week was em-
phatic on the issue. “I can tell you un-
equivocally, thatno such precondition was
ever there”.

It is questionable of Britain seriously
considered fundamental changes in the
governing of Northern Ireland. Change
would involve the loss of Protestant hege-
mony and control of Northern Irelands
economic and social infrastructure.
Change would necessitate fair employ-
ment practices, and the destruction of a
pervasive apparatus that secures work and
prosperity for those loyal to Britain, and a
lifetime of insecurity for the rest. And
perhaps most importantly, change would
erode the ability of Unionist member of
Parliament to consolidate Conservative
majorities in West minister. This political
influence has been the traditional mecha-
nism by which Northern Ireland Protes-
tants have vetoed solutions for the
democratization of Northern Ireland.

Two things are clear in Northern Ire-
land. The IRA cannot defeat the British
Army, and the British Army cannot defeat
the IRA. Britain seeks to eliminate the
influence of Irish Republicans by stealthier
methods. Stalling the peace process is
designed to fragment the nationalist com-
munity. By hedging on its declaration for
all party talks the British seek to immobi-
lize the nationalist consensus for an inclu-
sive peace settlement. The policy appears
to be working as ominous signs of discon-
tent among Irish Nationalists increase.

The call for a cease-fire was by no means
unanimous among the IRA’s rank and file.
Many were for a protracted campaign to
make Britain’ presence in Ireland economi-
cally, logistically, and politically unten-
able. Their subordinationin the Republican
movement was consolidated by the in-
creased visibility of Nationalist Irelands
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claims for British withdrawal, accom-
plished by the Clinton administration’s
granting of visas to Sinn Fein members to
visitthe U.S.in1994. Previously excluded,
Irish Nationalists could not counter Brit-
ish misinformation on the nature of the
struggle in Northern Ireland. The human
face of Irish opposition to the occupation
of North Eastern Ireland was portrayed by
Gerry Adams, whose articulate claim for
Irish self determination eclipsed 25 years
of British anti IRA propaganda. The mo-
mentum from this exposure was harnessed
by war weary factions of the Republican
movement, who sought to move Ireland’s
sovereign claims along peaceful channels.

On the 11th of November a van bomb
containing over 1000 pound of explosive
was discovered near an army base near
Crossmaglen in South Armagh. Specula-
tion suggests the local army base was the
intended target. The ultra left wing Irish
republican Socialist party’s military wing,
theIrish National Liberation Army (INLA)
have recently made overtures to IRA men
tojoin them. The INLA refused to endorse
a cease fire with Britain. Impatience with
Britain’s reluctance to engage in uncondi-
tional talks are jeopardizing the prospect
for maintenance of the 15 month long cease-
fire.

Central to the impasse is the intransi-
gence of influential members of the of the
Unionist community. Ulster Unionist
Party leader David Trimble said last week
any handshake between him and Gerry
David was “a very, very, very, long way
off.” He continued that there had been no
“softening on his position on IRA weap-
ons.”

By continuing to hide behind the
smokescreen of the “decommissioning”,
Britain is condemning the peace process to
failure. A tragic and familiar pattern has
emerged. The civil rights movement of
the late 1960’s was preceded by a failed
IRA campaign that sought to galvanize
the Nationalist community. The peaceful
civil rights marchers were bludgeoned off
the streets by Protestant policemen pro-
tecting their communities privileges and
ascendant position. The IRA was re-
formed, taking on the British army who
were installed to maintain the status quo.
Peaceful methods failed in Northern Ire-
land because of a lack of sincerity among
those with the power to effect change. The
consistent refusal to implement change
has precipitated violence. Unless Britain
takes the political risk of dissipating union-
ist political hegemony, there is little rea-
son to believe the present situation will be
any different.
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There is nothing surprising about this to
anyone who has studied the history of this

region and European great power diplo- -

macy. It was precisely over these very
same objectives that Britain, Germany and
Francestruggled throughout the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, and which
they referred to as “the Eastern Question.”
One could goback and read A J.P. Taylor’s
Struggle For Mastery of Europe. Or, then
again, one could simply read the utter-
ances of America’s Balkan Fuhrer, Richard
Holbrooke, as quoted by Roger Cohen:

“We are needed now to counteract tribal
nationalism and stability in the vast land mass
from the eastern German border to the western
Russian border, where so many overlapping
territorial claims and potential conflicts lurk.”
(“Why the Yanks Are Going. Yet Again,” New
York Times, 26 November 1995.)

Roger Cohen then completes Holbrooke’s
thought and definitively answers the ques-
tion with which his article began.

This shared undertaking (Cohen is referring

Like the earlier
imperialisms, it shall ship
out its unemployed youth

and send them to die as
cannon fodder for the most
unjust and anti-democratic
reasons imaginable.

to the U.S. -German relationship) is indicative
of the main forces at work in post-Communist
Europe. Far from receding, American military
and political leadership has become more neces-
sary. Its natural complement is German eco-
nomic might. Beside these realities, talk of
building the European Union into a political
and military power as well as a trading bloc
seems largely illusory. (Ibid)

When was this expressed before, so pub-
licly and candidly by the American ruling
class? Never. But you now shall grow
accustomed to it. NATO's role is being
redefined: it is becoming the army of colo-
nial occupation for all of Eurasia.

Rudyard Kipling spoke of the “White
Man’s Burden.” Adolf Hitler spoke of the
destiny of the Aryan race to rule over the
Slavic peoples of the east. Holbrooke’s and
Cohen’s racism is somewhat different; and
yetinsome ways it is so very much alike. It
is merely a newer ideological justification
for the same old imperialism, exploitation
and mass- murder. Like the earlier imperi-
alisms, it shall target certain peoples as
“savages” and commit numerous geno-
cides in the name of civilization. Like the
earlier imperialisms, it shall ship out its
unemployed youth and send them to dieas
cannon fodder for the most unjust and anti-
democratic reasons imaginable. Like the
earlier imperialisms it shall give birth to
fully fledged fascist movements fanatically
devoted to its cause. And like the earlier
imperialisms it too shall in the end fail, for
it will lead to new world wars between the
colonial powers and give birth tonew revo-
lutionary movements which will make the
Yankee and German fascists pay for their
crimes with their blood.

Remember, you read it here first.

Timing is Everything

Contrary to the confused and venal gal-
lery of “experts” within academia and the
fake-left, who cried their crocodile tears for
“poor little Bosnia” and railed like Nazis
(some of them weren't acting!) for thebomb-
ing of the Serbs, the U.S. government is
now doing what it had planned on doing
allalong: sending ground forces to Bosnia.
Those whores and lickspittles of U.S. impe-
rialism who said it would never happen are
now content simply to mutter, “Well, it’s
about time!” But, as | predicted here in an
article written nearly a year ago, direct
military intervention by the U.S. was a
necessary and inevitable stage in the over-
all policy then being carried out by the U.S.,

and would beimplemented when the policy
had reached its appropriate stage of devel-
opment.

But there were several important tactical
objectives that had to be accomplished first
before the U.S. could directly impose its
political and economic jack-boot on the
peoplesof theBalkans. Among these, some
are quite obvious: the restoration of fascis-
tic movements among the Croatian and
Bosnian Muslim population calling for se-
cession from Yugoslavia; the international
recognition of these fascistic secessionist
movements and the destruction of a uni-
fied socialist Yugoslav state; a policy of war
against those who were against this (the
Serbs); the demonization of the Serbs
through a media campaign launched by
governments, public relations firms and
human rights organizations which staged
“atrocities” thatnever happened whiledis-
torting the conflict; the imposition of UN
sanctions and “peacekeepers” as a military
«stalling tactic, to hold the Serbs back mili-
tarily while the Croats and Muslims were
covertly armed; the corruption and split-
ting of the Serbian leadership, pitting the
Bosnian Serb leaders against the govern-
ment in Belgrade by making phony deals
with both sides; sending the CIA and Pen-
tagon war machine into Croatia and Bosnia
to covertly train and arm the Croats and
Muslims while collecting intelligence on
the Serbs; the NATO bombing and the
coordinated Croat and Muslim offenses
and genocidal attacks on civilian popula-
tions. The final nail in the coffin was the
complete surrender of the current Serb
leaderships in both Belgrade and Bosnia to
the demands of U.S. imperialism.

But tactically speaking, the two major
variables or conditions upon which the
whole course of U.S. strategy for military
intervention was determined were: first,
the military build up of the Croatian and
Muslim militaries into effective offensive
weapons against the Serbs, and, secondly,
the U.S. Presidential elections. Ultimately,
Clinton’s reelection campaign determined
the timing of U.S. intervention, though the
directinvolvementof U.S. troops depended
upon the covert military build-up.

The Reelection Campaign Dress Re-

hearsal

There is a very good saying thatis popu-
lar these daysin Yugoslavia: the next Ameri-
can President will be elected in Bosnia.
With his success at Dayton, and the poten-
tial of a successful military occupation in
the Balkans, the cynical manipulator from
Little Rock is well on his way to winning
the hearts and minds of the major multi-
national corporations and the American
capitalist ruling class and, therefore, the
presidential election of 1996. Of course, in
America’s pseudo-democratic two party
system, that’s what matters most.

Clinton had to get a deal at Dayton be-
cause in practically every other area of his
presidency Bill Clinton is a big loser. He's
not simply unpopular — he’s actually
deeply hated by vastsegments of the Ameri-
can population. While the capitalist class
in America has done extremely well for
itself under Clinton, the vast majority of
Americans are far worse off economically
than when he took office — and the eco-
nomic prospects for those under 40 is
bleaker than at any time since the 1930’s.
Clinton’s term is also marked by corrup-
tion (Whitewater) and the mass-murder of
civilians (Waco). The fact that Clinton was

barred from achieving anything on the
domestic front by a Republican controlled
Congress was also a key factor forcing him
to turn to the Bosnia crisis as his best pos-

_sible hope for winningreelection. Clinton’s

political future has depended on Bosnia for
some time, and being the cynical and vio-
lent criminal that he is, he has spared no
terrorist measure to accomplish his politi-
cal aims there.

Meanwhile, the lie-factories of the Ameri-
can media establishment say not a word of
the cynical reelection game played by
Clinton — or for that matter by the Re-

publicans, who are left with nothing better
to do than to snipe at a policy of which they
themselves are envious. To revealthe per-
sonal and domestic motives driving
Clinton’s Bosnia policy and the reactions of
the Republican leadership to it would be
even more gauche than to admit that
America’s blood-soaked foreign policy is
driven bycorporate greed. For to do so
would be to expose the thoroughly crimi-
nal and totalitarian nature of the American
political system and its sham electoral sys-
tem. Instead, America’s media and cul-
tural establishment have had to work
overtime to legitimize and justify Clinton’s
genocidal policies in the Balkans.

Clinton’s speech on the evening of No-
vember 27th had a surreal, dream-like qual-
ity toit. All of the major media called it “the
most important speech of his presidency.”
No doubt it was. Appearing to be in a
narcotic-induced state, Clinton posed for
twenty-five minutes as a world and na-
tionalleader of historicsignificance preach-
ing his great cause to the American people.
He launched into his speech churning out
lies at a fantastic rate. The contradictions
were conspicuous. We must send 20,000
U.S. troops to Bosnia, he said. Butit'snota
war! It’sa peaceagreement. (Then whatdo
you need an army for?) “We are going to
stop thekilling,” he said. Then alittle later
headded, whenU.S. troops get there “They
will fight fire with fire. And then some!”
But if it's a peace agreement why are you
threatening the massive use of force against
the people there?

“The Cold War has given way to the
Global Village,” chortled Clinton in his ob-
noxious manner. What the hell does that
mean? Apparently that the U.S. rules the
globe from Washington.

He claimed America stands for “liberty,
democracy and peace.” But he never ex-

And like the earlier
imperialisms it too shall in
the end fail, for it will lead
to new world wars between

the colonial powers and
give birth to new
revolutionary movements
which will make the Yankee
and German fascists pay for

their crimes with their
blood.

plained orintimated how this “democracy”
or other stuff applies to the peoples in the
Balkans. Or how it applies to the puppet
states the U.S. created in Croatiaand Bosnia.
If it’s all about “democracy,” Sir, why are
U.S. troops going to Bosnia to fight for an
Islamic fundamentalist regime in Sarajevo
and a neo-Nazi government in Croatia?
And why is the right to national self-deter-
mination and democratic rights denied to
the Serbs?

Clinton spoke of economic reconstruc-
tion. But he didn’t say whether the Serbs
would get any. He admitted that the Pope
urged him on to take a hard stance against
the Serbs. No surprise there — the Pope
loves fascists and hates the Eastern Ortho-
dox peoples.
~ One of the more disgusting comments
was his sugary praise for what he called
“the bravery” of American pilots who
bombed civilians in Bosnia. Nothing could
be further from the truth. What's brave
about killing civilians from 50,000 feet?
Nazis at least had to face their victims
before they slaughtered them. The Ameri-
can murderer is faceless and nameless to
the victim as is'the victim to him or her.
And all it takes is the press of a button.
Instant death. Oh, so brave! To fight only
from a position of technological superior-

- & P S - ”

continued from back page

ity is cowardice, not bravery. A real war

crimes tribunal would indict and convict

these “brave” pilots responsible for about

1000 civilian deaths in September.

The Pax Americana — the Terms of Sur-
render

In his speech Clinton claimed that the
Dayton Pact was not about “nation- mak-
ing.” He should have said it's about na-
tion-breaking. About how America helped
destroy Yugoslavia and prevent the na-
tional unification of the largest nation, the
Serbs.

The original meaning of the word
Balkanization came from the old colonial
policy in that region of dividing and pitting
peoples against each other. It has always
implied foreign colonial domination and
the denial of the self-determination of
peoples. The particulars of the Dayton pact
are an expression of this. One of its key
features is the insistence on a unitary
Bosnian Muslim-dominated state. The
imposition of this artificial colonial state on
the Serbian minority guarantees perpetual
violence and oppression.

The Muslim led regime of World War Il
Nazi collaborator Alija Izetbegovic called
for the secession of Bosnia from Yugoslavia
in order to build an Islamic fundamentalist
state in 1992. The imperialist countries
supported the destruction of Yugoslavia
by claiming that the Muslims and Croats
had the right to secession. When this hap-
pened it was only natural that the Serbs in
Bosnia and Croatia expected to receive the
same right to secede from those respective
states and reunify their lands with Yugo-
slavia. It has been over this, and only this
issue that the fighting has raged these past
three years. Itis for this evil that American
troops are today being sent to murder and
be murdered in the Balkans.

It has been the fascist denial of equal
rights to the Serbs of Bosnia and Croatia by
the imperialists in Washington and Bonn
that has fueled the endless fighting and
which is yet again imposed in the Dayton
pact. Anyone with the slightest sense can
see that by imposing a shot-gun marriage,
not a voluntary arrangement, the U.S. is
only serving its own interests by keeping
these people against each other in a state of
permanent enmity. A peaceful divorce
was and still is the only road to peace. But
it's the one thing that the Nazis in Washing-
ton and Bonn don’t want, because not only
would it bring about peace, but it could
pave the way for economic cooperation
and eventually to some type of political
reconfederation in the Balkans that would
once again kick out the blood-sucking
American and German exploiters and keep
them out.

But contrary to Clinton’s speech, Dayton
is about nation-making. Bosnia has never
existed as a country, and there’s no such
thing as a Bosnian nationality. It is very
clear that the U.S. needs to create this arti-
ficial state to satisfy its colonial ambitions.
The creation of Bosnia as an artificial state
is deeply rooted in the history of Western
imperialism. There was an analogous U.S.
policy in Indochina — the creation of the
artificial state of South Vietnam. And be-
fore that there was the artificial state of
South Korea. And before that you had the
partitioning of Africa by the Europeans.
Artificial states have been created over and
over again by the Western powers to serve
its interests, while those nationalities that
posed a threat to imperialism were
dividedand prevented from unifying as a
country. In Bosnia, the American planis to
force three peoples who don’t want to live
together to live under a militarily imposed
state that would not exist for a second if a
free referendum were held there oniits fate.
And to deny the democratic rights of Serbs
toreunify therelands intoalarger Yugosla-
via. Even now Yugoslavia is too large for
American and German tastes— they would
like to rip it apart, starting with Kosovo.

continue on page21
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So-Called Dayton “Peace Agreement” Sets Stage
For Further U.S. Aggression And Genocide In The Balkans

by Barry Lituchy

29 November 1995-With the implementation of the fas-
cistic Dayton agreement, America’s mad plans for impos-
ing its “New World Order” in Eastern Europe begin in
earnest. The Dayton Pact, like the Munich Pact nearly sixty
years ago, is not a peace agreement, but rather a prelude to
further war. The Dayton Pact signifies the unconditional
surrender by the Bosnian Serb leaders to the neo-colonial
powers of the West, led by the U.S. In one of the most
obscene spectacles of fascist thuggery in modern times, the
Clinton regime has imposed its neo-colonial political and

The beginning of peace or an escalation of war?

military rule over the destinies of some twenty million
people in the Balkans by staging a dubious international
conference inside a military base in Ohio. It represents one
of the greatest setbacks to human rights since the Vietnam
War.

With the threat of mass destruction held over them, their
direct participation in the conference barred, and the rec-
ognition of their democratic right to national self- determi-
nation denied, the signing of this surrender by Yugoslav
President Milosevic on behalf of the Bosnian Serbs
amounts to little more than a mugging at gun point.
It only sets the stage for further military action
against the Serbs in Bosnia and the beginning of a
complete colonization of the Balkans and Eastern
Europe as a whole, starting with the introduction of
U.S. and Western armies in Bosnia.

Should the implementation of Dayton proceed we
shall witness the opening of a new age of plunder,
aggression and unending neo-colonial warfare for
the whole of Eastern Europe not seen there since the
nineteenth century. The Dayton Pact will do pre-

in public to be most afraid of — but which they
secretly desire most — the spreading of the Bosnia
conflict to the Balkans and beyond, and the perma-
nent destabilization of the region for decades to
come. Along with military occupation and more or
less direct colonial governing of the region, the de-
stabilization of Eastern Europe is a necessary pre-
condition for the long term economic and political
exploitation of that region by U.S. and German capi-
tal. Moreover, with its new American alliance, Ger-

cisely what the fascistic leaders in Washington claim -

many finally will have achieved ts age-old colonial ambi-
tionsin theregion, thereby avenging the historic defeats of
Bismarck and Hitler, and the victories of the Russian and
Yugoslav Revolutions.

Whose World? Whose Order?

What was once a highly classified secret is now, slowly,
being revealed to the American public. A new fascist
alliance has emerged in central and eastern Europe. It
consists primarily of the U.S. and :

Germany. Together (with the very significant assis-
tance of Turkey) they will decide the political destinies
and control the vast economic

resources of Eastern Europe from the former East Ger-
many to Siberia and from the Eastern Mediterranean to
the Caspian Sea. To consolidate this hegemonic control
over so vast an area, these two expanding imperialist
powers must destroy all remnants of the former Stalinist
socialized economies and states, and in their place estab-
lish neo-colonial client states. Most of these new states
will be built with the help of newly revived fascist move-
ments formerly allied with Nazi Germany, as was done
successfully in Croatia and Bosnia. -

Because of the strategic nature of the territories of the
formerYugoslavia, Croatia and Bosnia were created by
the U.S. and Germany as a means of establishing the
necessary foothold for German-American domination in
the Balkans and for then projecting their hegemony both
eastward into the regions of the former Soviet Union, and
south toward the Middle East and the oil and gas-rich
Caspian Sea region.

continued on 23

Farrakhan’s Farce With Washington

by Roy Rollin

12 November 1995 - Writing about America in 1924 a
Vietnamese communist, who would later become known
to the world as Ho Chi Minh, observed that “the Black race
is the most oppressed and most exploited of the human
family (and) after sixty-five years of so-called emancipa-
tion, American Negroes still endure atrocious moral and
material sufferings, of which the most cruel and horrible is
the custom of lynching.” It has now been more than
twenty-five years since the hey day of the civil rights and
Black power movements which Manning Marable de-
scribed as the “Second Black Reconstruction in America.”
Yet American Blacks continue to “endure atrocious moral
and material sufferings,” even if lynching is no longer as
customary as it once was. (And with the death penalty
making a comeback, even that may not be true for long.) So
for most Blacks nothing has changed, even if for a few
everything has...or at least once appeared to.

One after the other, the few gains that were won by the
struggles of the sixties are being taken back as part of the
bosses’ bi-partisan war on the poor. Mired in the midst of
a continuing crisis which finds them facing stronger and
stiffer competition from their overseas rivals, America’s
ruling rich are no longer willing to offer even the crumbs
off their table. Instead, belt-tightening austerity is on the
order of the day and those who can afford it the least are the
ones who are expected to give back the most. Needless to
say, that means working people and the poor in general
and Blacks and other oppressed minorities in particular.

The 1960s were the last real period of economic expan-
sion American capitalism has known. They were also a
period of urban upheaval amongst the ghetto masses.
Hence reforms were not only still considered affordable
but necessary if business was to go on as usual. Besides,
what the capitalists give away with one hand they can
always take back with the other when the situation calls for
it. Especially if the militant mass movements that won
those gains in the first place have been defanged, demobi-
lized and demoralized with the aid of middle class
misleaders who are all too quick to sell their souls for a
piece of the pie. And the minimal gains that were won in
the sixties in no way, shape or form fundamentally threat-
ened the power and privileges of America’s corporate
elite. For they never challenged the underlying basis of

capitalist exploitation and racist
oppression that the system is
based upon tobegin with. Rather
they left thatstructureintact while
incorporating a few middle class
blacks into it.

Due to the pressure exerted
from below by militant mass
movements, first across the rural
south and then throughout the

With

“atrocious moral and matc

rial sufferings” like these

as conmonplace today as in 1924, it is thus hardly
surprising that close to a million chose to participate in
the Nation of Islam’s (NOI)

“Million Man March” last

month in order to voice their opposition to this SOrrYy
state of affairs. What is surprising is that more than a

ghettoesof the urbannorth, open- VNI IR ITM S Ik up regardless of whether or not Loutis

ings were created within an ex-
panding economy for the Black
middle class. So by the 1990s,
20% of the Black population accounted for at least 50% of
total Black income. Those leaders willing to break bread
with the bosses were corrupted and coopted as part of the
price for pacifying the unruly rabble below (putting Black
facesin “high places.”) Those leaders who weren't willing
to play the game; so-called “Black militants” like Malcolm
X and the Black Panther Party and later on, even Martin
Luther King, Jr., were simply eliminated.

For all of them were beginning to make the connection
between racism and capitalism as well as seeing that the
struggle against racism athome was intimately associated
with that against imperialism abroad. Malcolm X and the
Panthers saw the futility of trying to work within the
system almost from the get go. Malcolm X came to realize
that “you can’t have capitalism without racism” and “that
it is impossible for this system, this economic system, this

political system, this social system.. .asitstands to produce -

freedom...for the black man in this country.” Picking up
where Malcolm left off, Black Panther Party leader Huey
Newton pointed out that ‘we have two evils to fight,
capitalism and racism,” and therefore “we must destroy
both racism and capitalism.” Towards the end of his life,
Martin Luther King began to see the need for amulti-racial

- struggle of the poor against the rich, “honestly fac(ing) the

fact that the Movement must address itself to the question

" of restructuring the whole of American society...coming to

see that the problem of racism, the problem of economic
exploitation, and the problem of war are tied together.”
Thespecter of Black and white workers uniting instruggle

Far m/\/mu was beliind it.

against their common class enemy which oppresses and
exploits them all is the one thing that America’s racist
rulers have long dreaded above all else. The LA rebellion
of 1992 showed that, even if on a small scale. Hence it had
to be falsely portrayed as yet another “race riot” even
though it was quite clearly an outburst of class rage
embracing workers and poor people of all races.:For ever
since the Populist movement of the late 19th century
threatened to bring Black and white workers and farmers
together, America’s rulers have used every trick in the
book to keep them apart.

While all workers have been taking it on the chin since
1973, especially under Reagan and Bush and now under
Clinton and Gingrich, the heaviest blows have been those
dealt to the Black population. Over one third of Black
families live below the official poverty level. Life expect-
ancy for Black males is now below retirement age while
that of Harlem residents falls short of Bangladesh. The
infant mortality rate amongst Blacks in 1991 was twice
that for whites and at 17.1 per 1,000, it compares unfavor-
ably with many “Third World” countries. Average Black
income is only 56 percent of that earned by whites and the
unemployment rate amongst Blacks is more than twice
that for whites.

While making up only 13 per cent of the entire US
population, Blacks now comprise close to two thirds of the
prison population. And as Black admissions to colleges

continued on page 25
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