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Spring Brings 
Whirlwind of Changes - 
Angelo J. Aponte and 

David Podell Step 
Down. 
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Nomination 
Time for 
Student 
Government 

Two of the Twenty 

Representative Positions are 

Left Vacant Until March 

Y WILLIAM KLINE 
ADP EDITOR 

Student Government will accept nomi-

nations for an in-house election this 

March in order to fill two empty seats 

along with nominations for April's gener-

al election.Nominees will include one 

candidate of freshman or sophomore 

standing, and one of a junior or senior 

rank. 

Since the prospective senators' 

election comes at the mid-way point of 

the academic year, their term will expire 

on May 31. The general election will 

decide all of the twenty representatives 

who will take office for the next academ-

ic year that begins on June 1. Thus far, 

between five and seven students have 

undertaken the self-nomination process. 

"It's a pleasure [for students] to have 

the ability to have an impact on cam-

pus," said elections commissioner, Peter 

Decrescenzo. "The whole joy of work-

ing with the Student Government is 

Continued on page 3 

STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE PHOTO 

BY LUCIE LAURIA 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

A CSI sophomore had a car accident on 

her way home from classes on February 

08, 2008, at 7:50 pm when her car spun 

out of control and crashed into a utility 

pole on a dark and slippery South 

Gannon Avenue, close to the CSI cam-

pus. 
Ms. Jacqueline Donadio was 

rushed, with a police escort, to 

Richmond University Medical Center, on 

a cold, winter, Wednesday night. The 

20-year-old student was pronounced-

dead at approximately 8:30 pm at the 

hospital. 

"Jacquie's class that night was sup- 

posed to be let out at 6:10 pm," Nicole 

Hernandez, her closest friend, told The 

Banner. "I don't know what she was 

doing on the campus so late. But she 

was still there for whatever reason." 

Ms. Hernandez found out about 

Jacquie's deadly accident through an 

unfortunate coincidence. While home 

and cleaning, Ms Hernandez received a 

text message from a friend of hers, also 

named Jacqueline Donadio, whose 

father, a police officer, had called his 

daughter, asking her-  why people from 

NYPD think that she is dead. 

Both Jacqueline Donadio's had 

fathers who were NYPD officers. 

Continued on page 4 

Vice President for Finance and 

Administration Angelo J. Aponte and 

David Podell, Senior Vice President of 

Academic Affairs and Provost, are step-

ping down only a few months after the 

new president came to power. ' 

Last semester, The Banner inter-

viewed the CSI President Tomas Morales 

and questioned whether or not he intend-

ed to change staff. President Morales said 

that he wanted to "examine the organiza-

tional structure, to assess the administra-

tive leadership whether the individuals 

who are responsible for the various func-

tions are appropriate to do their job." 

While the spring semester has only 

started, two of the top administrators sud-

denly step down — Angelo J. Aponte and 

David Podell. Is Vice-President for 

Student Affairs Carol Jacson next?"Vice 

President for Finance and Administration 

Angelo J. Aponte has announced his 

intention to retire in order to spend more 

time with his family," President Tomas 

Morales stated in his message on the CSI 

Web site. The 61-year-old one-time high 

school basketball coach, who graduated 

law school, and, who also served as the 

NYC Commissioner of Consumer Affairs 

and NYC Housing Commissioner, also 

worked in the waste management indus-

try. He has been involved with a number 

of controversial matters over the past few 

years. 

Aponte's more recent projects include 

the mysterious master plan to build dor-

mitories either on the CSI campus or on 

the State land, inhabited by the develop-

mentally disabled, in the immediate 

neighborhood of CSI. 
Continued on page 3 
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American Democracy Project  
CSI's Top 
Administrators 
Retire from front 

Recently, Aponte, who had earned one of 
his post-graduate degrees at CSI, ran for CSI 
president, but was forced to drop his candida-
cy in May 2007, after more than 200 CSI pro-
fessors and staffers petitioned that a proven 
scholar and academic be appointed president. 

He also attempted to increase the business 
functions of the college in order to increase 
income. Some people felt this direction was 
contrary to the goals of an educational institu-

tion. 
Aponte "played a key part in the branding 

of CSI and creation of a marketing function at 
the college," President Morales said in his 
message. "Angelo initiated a master plan for 
the campus that includes major capital proj-
ects, such as future classroom and residential 
housing scheduled to open in May 2010." 

The Banner has repeatedly inquired about 
the above-mentioned master plan, either with 
George Targownik or Lillian McGinn from 
Campus Planning but to no avail. Both of them 
say that they don't know anything about the 

master plan. 
David Podell, Senior Vice President for 

Academic Affairs and Provost, another top 
administratior to leave CSI, wouldn't return a 

phone call to make a comment. 
President Morales declined a comment, 

but his message to the members of the CSI 
community said that Podell "is stepping down 

to pursue other interests." 
Who is next to "pursue other interests" or 

"spend more time with their family," Carol 

Jacson, perhaps? 
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Super Tuesday: Super Disappoinment 

PHOTO 

possesses over Obama at this point has 
hardly convinced his campaign that it 
doesn't stand a legitimate chance of vic-
tory. 

So, in one aspect, we can't call 

Super Tuesday a total loss. In fact, now 
we can see much more boiled over frus-
tration reminiscent of.  the highly publi-
cized and superbly entertaining South 
Carolina debate. . The charged 
exchanges of their debate proved their 
feud went much deeper than the smiles 

it 

BY WILLIAM KLINE 
ADP EDITOR 

When the dust cleared, two stood 
poised and ready continue the fight. 
Except, the problem was that one of 
them was supposed to have fallen on 
the historic night, which came with so 
much build-up. 

Super Tuesday came with historic 
implications embedded in its build-up. 
On one day, twenty-four states would 
ultimately decide the two Democratic 
and Republican nominees. 

It even came paired with a historic 
Super Bowl match up two days prior. 
Some even called it Super-duper 
Tuesday, in order to really add the zest. 
But, what happened on the most dele-
gate rich primary election day in US his-
tory would only equate to a tie in the 
Giants-Patriots game. 

Democratic candidates Hillary 
Clinton and Barrack Obama have solved 
very little as to who will represent their 
party in the November election. So, 
their bitter political grudge will rage on 
into primary overtime. 

Technically, Clinton came away the 
winner of the Super showdown, having 
captured 1,033 delegates compared to 
Obama's 937. In order to win the nomi-
nation, either of them would have need-
ed 2,025 delegates, or, for the other 
candidate to have dropped out. The 
margin of victory is so small that the 
wrong president would get elected. But, 
that would never happen. Right? 

The sliver of advantage that Clinton 

BEWARE OF COMPUTERIZED 

TOUCH SCREEN VOTING 

MACHINES SAY COMPUTER 

AND SOCIAL SCIENCE FACULTY 

News Release 
Beware of computerized voting 

machines. Paper-based optical scan 
systems are a better alternative. That's 
the message from more than 100 com-
puter and social science faculty from 

across New York who signed on to a 
public letter to policy makers across the 
state including several from, CSI. The 

letter was released today by the New 
York Public Interest Research Group, as 

the state nears making a decision on 

how to replace its 20,000 mechanical 

lever machines. 

"Optical Scan systems are inherent-
ly more secure, reliable and auditable 

than their ATM style touch screen coun-

terparts," said Professor Ronald Hayduk 
of Borough of Manhattan Community 

College, a noted author on election 
issues. "As educators in the social and 
computer sciences familiar with these 
new technologies, we thought it vital to 

speak out now before a decision is 
made," he added. 

Under federal and state law man-

dates, New York is expected to replace 

its lever machines by 2009, though a 
federal court is currently reviewing the 

pace of the state's efforts. Currently, 
each County Board of Elections will be 
making that decision, choosing between 
optical scan and computerized touch 

screen systems. The letter urged that 
optical scan systems where voters fill  

FROM HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WEBSITE 

they wore that appeared so painful—to 
us, and them. 

With any hope, more celebrity per-
sona will emerge to endorse either 

Clinton or Obama. At this point, Clinton 
has the New York Times. Obama won 
over Ted Kennedy. Clinton has Tom 
Hanks. Obama has Oprah. Clinton has 

Maria Shriver. Obama has Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. Who could possibly 
emerge from the obscure public sphere 
to join in support of either of these candi- 

out their ballot by hand or with the assis-
tance of an accessibility device be adopt-
ed statewide. 

"Computerized touch screen voting 
machines have been nothing but trou-
ble," said Ben DeAngelis, a Project 
Coordinator with the New York Public 

Interest Research Group, (NYPIRG) the 
organization that organized the letter. 
"New Yorkers deserve the best voting 

system available, not the one with the 
best lobbyist. It's clear, optical scan sys-

tems are the way to go," he added. 

The effort to recruit university faculty 
and staff to weigh in on the voting system 
selection process began last month 
according to NYPIRG, which expects 
additional support as counties move 

closer to making a decision. The list 
includes professors from more than 20 

universities across the state including  

dates at this point? John Stewart 

and Stephen Colbert? Well, Colbert 
roots for underdogs such as Mike 

Huckabee, so that's out. 
That's right. One perspective has 

been left out of this equation. Those 
staunch Republicans. Well, their 

activity in the Super Tuesday primar-
ies did not stray too far from the sta-

tus quo, except that Mike Huckabee 

pulled out a few surprise victories. 

Who saw that coming? Overall, John 
McCain took 714 delegates. The 

runner up, Mitt Romney, had 214 del-

egates and "suspended" his cam-
paign on Feb 7th. [CNN] 

The "little politician that could," 

Mike Huckabee, will persist in the 

race as well, but conceivably has lit-
tle to no chance of beating McCain. 

Furthermore, the Republican Party 

has an even slighter chance of gen-
erating any interest in its cause 

unless it starts stirring up the same 

hype that the Democratic Party has 
thus far. 

Nothing short of a bar room 
melee or a spectacle that involves 

jumping busses with a motorcycle 
will draw audiences away from the 
conflict potential of the Hillary-

Obama showdown that will dominate 

the political atmosphere for the next 

several months. Or else, the old red 

state-blue state divide might only 
apply to the democrats, leaving the 
Republicans on the outskirts of the 

election looking inward. 

CSI, Columbia, Cornell and 

Syracuse and a number of State 

University and City University of New 

York campuses. A copy of the letter 

and endorsers is available at 
www.nypirg.org. 

Join the Banner!  

The Banner is looking for writ-
ers, editors, photographers, 
designers and cartoonists for 
this, and future semesters. 

If you are interested in writing 
about sports, hard news, art, 
movies, politics, music, sex, 
comedy, or just about anything, 
join the Banner team! 

You can submit your articles to 
room 228 in the Campus 
Center, or email them to: 
lucie.lauria@gmail.com  

Nomination 
Time for 
Student 
Government 
from front 

working as a team." 
The newly elected officials will take 

responsibility for representing each of the 
student body and their academic, eco-

nomic, and extracurricular interests before 
the administration. To further encourage 

students to take up this role in govern-
ment, the funds allocated to the SG allow 
for a two hundred and fifty dollar stipend 

per semester. 
Student Government will announce 

the nominees soon after the March 19 fil-

ing deadline. Students can learn informa-
tion about the candidates online through 
the CSI web site when SG publishes their 
platforms. Their platform will consist of 
their 1 paragraph synopsis of why they 

would pursue a role SG. 
Candidates must meet grade point 

average requirements of 2.25 and certain 
credit requirements dependent on aca-

demic standing. 
SG has posted flyers around the 

Campus Center that disclose further 
details on the registration process and 
hope that more students show up at the 

polls. 
"We've recently visited some history, 

English, and education classes," said 
Decrescenzo, "just to show the positives 

of getting involved on campus and how it 
will affect their development as students." 

New P 
Director 

Public Relations Director Takes 

Advantage of Popular Mediums 

BY WILLIAM KLINE 

Part of Ken Bach's public relations strate-

gy has involved seeking out new avenues 
of communication with his audiences. 

Peaking interest in the community outside 
of the campus has become a major focus 

of his campaigns. 
"Embracing the new media is great," 

said Bach. "In the past we primarily ran  

PHOTO BY WILLIAM KLINE 

print advertisements in bus shelters and 

in the ferry terminal" 
Bach has pioneered what he called 

the "You Tube initiative", a series of com-
mercials that the college runs on the 

video site. 
"We're starting advertising on a 'viral' 

level," he said of the You Tube campaign.  

"There are people who want to know 

about the college and want to know much 

more about the college." 
Among the notable commercials, one 

attempts to lure in potential students with 
a Business Management Degree. He par-
ticipated in the production of several CSI 

related projects in what he dubbed an 

"executive producer" aspect. 
Bach recognized the extensive portfo-

lio that he has compiled. 
"I don't think there has been a campus 

publication that hasn't used one of my 

photographs," said Bach. 
Besides the in-house publications for 

which Bach has published photographs, 
he has amassed several photograph 

credits outside of the college. 
Bach had his photos published 

through the Associated Press in 43 

Professors Call for Optical Scan Systems 
to Replace Lever Voting Machines 

states, and some parts of Canada when 
Professor Alan Benimoff of the Engineering 
Science and Physics department, found a 

new classification of mineral. 
Life magazine published a series of 

photographs that he captured at the col-
lege's World Trade Center memorial. 

Bach has learned the some of the pho-
tographic principles when he studied at CSI 

in the 1980s. 
"I try to bring a sense of style and com-

position to the photography," said Bach. 

"It's always been a hobby of mine." 
On the opposite end of the spectrum, 

Bach took on many responsibilities that 
veered more into the public relations field 

such as media inquiries and press releas-
es. Bach handles the publicity that is gen-

erated from the outside community. 
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iere. 

 

Although Ms. Donadio didn't believe 
in coincidences, she had a brother, Cory, 
who had been involved in a fatal car 
accident, killing a pedestrian on Hylan 
Blvd, only a few months ago. He was 
never prosecuted because he had a 
green light 

and remained at the scene. 
Ms. Donadio left behind her father, 

Daniel Donadio, a retired NYPD lieu-
tenant, her mother Diana, two brothers 
and many close friends. 

"I just want her to come home...She 
is not dying," Ms. Donadio's mother told 
the Advance. "She 'is not dying. They 
wouldn't let me take her home to take 
care of her. I begged them." 

Ms.Donadio posted on MySpace -
"live fast, die pretty" — but she never took 
that phrase seriously according to her 
friends. The last thing on her mind was 
death. 

"I was shocked when I heard about 
what happened," her friend Catherine 
Messina told The Banner. "Jacquie was 
always smiling; one of the few people 
that would always listen to me and give 
me good advice and talk to me even if I 
didn't see her for a while. She was really 
very nice." 

The victim was big on old cars, SS, 
Camaro, Roadrunners, and Stingrays. 
She also loved "to laugh and smile, the 
smell Of a cold winter day and her Mom's 
chicken cutlets." 

Ms. Donadio also posted on 
MySpace: "If it weren't far bad luck, I'd 
have no luck at all." 

"We'd hang out in my neighborhood 
(New Dore), driving cars," Ms. Messina 
told the Banner. "Jacquie would always 
sit in her car. When we really got bored, 
we'd drive around the neighborhood. 
She was one of the nicest people I've 
ever met." 

Ms. Donadio, who studied business 
law at CSI, went to school four' days a 
week until that fateful evening, when she 
'lost control of her 1999 Ford Mustang, 
after having attempted to overtake two 
cars at a dangerous curve on South 
Gannon Avenue in Willowbrook. 

"The impact sent the coupe's hood 
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flying — it landed more than 50 feet away," 
the Advance reported. 'The driver's side 
door of the Mustang was partially 
wrapped around the base of the pole, 
trapping Ms. Donadio inside the mangled 
vehicle." 

To live fast and die pretty wasn't her 

"If it weren't for bad 
luck, I'd have no 
luck at all." 

planned choice, her friends said. But she 
liked driving around, the music blasting, 
singing to the silliest songs, and people 
would look at her and her best friend, Ms. 
Hernandez, as if they were crazy. But 
they still kept singing at the top of their 
lungs. It didn't matter if tjie songs were 

really old, from ten years ago, she would 
know all the words. 	' 

When Ms. Donadio walked in the 
room, it lit up. She had a childish look, the 
little smile in her eyes, and her friends had 
no choice but last with her. 

Last year on Valentine's Day, 
Ms.Donadio walked into Outback, by the 
mall, to celebrate the holiday with Ms. 
Hernandez and her friend Frank. "We 
were just the three of us, but we had a 
huge, round table," Ms.Hernandez said. 
"Jacquie was talking about her future. 
She wanted to rent an apartment with me 
and Frank. The last thing on her mind was 
death." 

Good-bye Jacqueline, God be with 
you. 

Award Winning Essay 

CYE'lr NA SOTO- 
SA1 .7,1"LLGO 
CONTRIBUTOR 

For whom am I here? This is a 
question I ask myself every day. My 
name is Cynthia Soto-Santiago; I am a 
fellow student at CSI. You may know me 
as a face in a class you once had. 
Some of you may have bumped me in 
line either at the cafeteria or the college 
entrance, and yet most know not who I 
am. 

Oddly enough it's hard to say, for I 
wear many hats throughout the course 
of the day. At home I am known as the 
lady from 102, who should have a yellow 
school bus instead of a mini van. 

In the morning I am my children's 
personal chauffer, in the evening their 
teacher, cook and maid. Our days are 
long, for we travel at least twenty-five 
hours a week to and from their four dif-
ferent schools. 

This all comes before and after I 
either attend class or work in the 
Modern Languages Media Center. 
Throughout this ongoing endless cycle, I 
find moments of peace where I can sit, 
even if only for a moment, to ask for who 
am I here. I find that it can never be a 
simple response anymore and that 
being here means much more than it did 
to me before. 

When I returned to school, I had 
spent so many years away that it was 
difficult to come back. I knew that things 
had changed and so had I. I was afraid 
of being here, but I knew I had to be. I 
had to do something with my life so that 
my children would be proud of me and 
follow in these positive footsteps, not 
those that I had taken before. 

As hectic as my life may seem, it's 
peaceful now, almost normal. 

I, like many, married young and 
against my parents' wishes. I didn't lis-
ten to my parents'-concerns and, like 
many, lived to regret not listening. My 
marriage was not the best, but I was 
blessed with my six children. They are 
something that I will never lament over. 

I had always worked and did the 
average American check to check strug-
gle, never thinking that one day we 
would be homeless. It was our sad mis-
fortune that placed us in fhe shelter sys-
tem for two long years. 

During this time I was diagnosed 
with agoraphobia which is depression, 
panic and anxiety rolled up in one little 
word. Anyone who has had her life 
ripped out from under her would under-
stand why I fell into this classification. 
The medication that the doctors placed 
me on did not help me; it locked up my 
emotions and released them in fury 
every time they changed my dosage. I 
found my health and salvation when I 
returned to school. 

When I came back, I thought it was 
for my children. I wanted them to see 
that it was important to study and do well  

in their school work. We all had been 
through so much. When we were 
finally placed in a home it was time for 
us to heal and grow. 

Here we are, two years later, push-
ing forward and succeeding. They are 
all doing well in school, where they are 
active in art and music programs. In 
seeing them no one would ever 
believe that they were ever diagnosed 
with ADHD, HDD, depression or with 
separation anxiety, but it has taken a 
lot of strength and work for us to arrive 
at this point in our lives. 

In these two years I have come 
across teachers who have enlightened 

"I had always 
worked and did the 
average American 
check to check 
struggle..." 

me. This handful of old souls was will-
ing to give a piece of themselves in 
every lesson that they have taught and 
my heart, empty, was willing to receive 
all it could absorb. They all have left 
an impression on me. Their actions 
and words are what made me decide 
that I want to teach. They have shown 
me that the person I was still exists 
and that I have so much inside of me 
to give to others. 

I hear my mother's words from 
years ago, telling me how smart I was 
and not to waste my life inside four 
walls. I know my life is not wasted; it 
has only yet to begin. 

I dream of seeing Italy and I am 
there through Mara, Buranello and 
Milligan's words. I wonder about the 
great pyramids; and need not wonder 
anymore through the great mathemati-
cians Yazdini and Talafha. The uni-
verse is no longer dark and gloomy, 
the past no longer dead and buried, 
and rocks no longer look all the same 
to me because of Ohan and 
Okulewicz. I can grasp my heritage 
with pride through Morgado.. My heart 
is no longer cold and emotionless 
because of Bardsley, who shared a 
tear and a hug and taught me to 
express myself through words. 

I know that when I have complet-
ed my journey at CSI, I will keep a 
piece of each one of them with me. I 
will teach my students whole- hearted-
ly so they in turn will take a piece of me 
with them. 

Again, I ask for who am I here? 
I am here for my children, so that 

they may achieve and strive. I am 
here for my mother, so she may feel 
alive. I am here for my father, so that 
he knows his struggles were meaning-
ful. I am here for my teachers, so they 
may share all the wisdom they carry 
within. I am here for all the battered 
and abused women, who only wish to 
die. I am here for the homeless, who  

BY NICEDI.;'..S DROSSOS 
CONTRIBUTOR 

CSI has been giving Greek Letter 
Organizations (GLO) a snub for , many 
years. We may thank such films as 
Animal House for sending out the 
wrong message — sex, drugs, and alco-
hol. 

For all those who do not know, 
GLO's are fraternities and sororities. 
Alcohol and sex are not the main objec-
tives of these groups. GLO's members 
help one another and the community by 
being part of many events, such as The 
March of Dimes and Aids Walks. 

'We just want CSI to recognize us 
as a proud part of the school," Richard 
Torres, the club representative said. "In 
starting Unity and Interaction [club], the 
GLO of the school have taken a big 
step in having these interests met." 

Other CUNY schools, such as 
Queens College and Baruch recognize 
these groups. So why doesn't CSI? 

Unity and Interaction, one of the 
newer clubs at CSI, came to being in 
the spring semester of 2007. 

Proud president, Allison Ryder and 
other club representatives, such as 
Richard Torres, all share in the same 
belief — to be recognized on the CSI 
campus. 

. "Unity and Interaction is a club that 
is recognized by the school," Torres 
said. "Most recently, we had our banner 
proudly put up in 1C, and we strongly 
believe that anyon6 who is a sorority or 

Colle.rs  
Again't 
Cancer Cluj 
BY DAVID G1114,7:BrinG 
CONTRIBUTOR 

The CAC (Colleges Against Cancer) 
club hopes to raise cancer awareness 
and money at their annual "Daffodil 
Days" event, the week of March 10th, 
at CSI. 

During "Daffodil Days", the CAC' 
club sells daffodils to students and pro-
fessors in the CSI cafeteria and library, 
in order to raise money for the 
American Cancer Society. 

"We accept all donations even if it's 
just twenty five cents," Souleymane 
Diallo, president of the club, said. "It's 
very hard to get money from college stu-

dents." 
The club may have a hard time rais-

ing funds at CSI because our students 
don't have a lot of money. 

The event will be held for the third 
time. In the previous two events, the 
CAC club raised a combined total of 
approximately $1,700. 

The CAC club will be taking orders  

BY MAE IA SAID 
CONTRIBUTOR 

On February 21, the MSA (Muslim 
Student Association) will be welcoming 
the internationally known public speaker 
Siraj Wahaj, Imam of Masjid Tagwa in 
New York, at CSI, in efforts to clear up 
the many misconceptions about Islam. 

To prevent hostility against Muslims, 
the MSA began a struggle in hopes of 
promoting a greater understanding 
between students of various religions 
and opinions. 

'The MSA helps to educate Muslims 
and non-Muslim students alike, about 
Islam, within the college walls and out-
side of them," Latifa Hamazane, an 
MSA organizer said. "We want to 
remove some of the stereotypes shown 
by the media." 

"Why would I take time to learn 
about Islam when I'm barely keeping up 
with my own beliefs," Michael 
Lejkowski, a non-Muslim student said. 
'What 

I see on TV is more than enough 
information about the Islamic religion. I 
don't consider myself a racist, but I am 
surely against some of the teachings of 
Islam." 

Before 9/11, people didn't know 
much about Islam, the second largest 
religion in the world. 

After 9/11, people misconstrued the 
teachings of Islam, and many incidents 
of hostility between Muslims and non-
Muslims occurred. 

PHOTO BY TONIANN FERRARA 

for the daffodils in a couple of weeks. All 
one has to do 'is fill out a form and let them 
know how much money one will be donat-

ing. 
The CAC club will be selling the flow-

ers on the week of March 10th, in booths 
set up both in the cafeteria and library. 

"Daffodil Days has been pretty suc-
cessful," said Diallo. "We want to spread 
awareness to the students.".  

"We hope that Siraj Wahaj is able to 
answer all the questions that put a strain 
on the relationships between the 
Muslims and non-Muslim students," 
Sarah Mohammed, a member of the 
MSA said. "It will help make our educa-
tional environment a more successful 
one." 

Siraj Wahaj, known among Muslims 
as a dynamic speaker, may be able to 
ease the tensions between Muslims and 
non-Muslims. 

The MSA members intend to explain 
more, about Islam to those who want to 
listen. 

The MSA, originally formed to teach 
students about Islam, also gives them a 
forum to express feelings about current 
events here and abroad. 

They fought for their rights on cam-
pus, such as: room and prayer accom-
modations, and halal food at the campus 
cafeteria. 

The MSA holds seminars and speak-
ing engagements regarding the history of 
Islam, modern misconceptions and polit-
ical subjects in hopes of promoting a 
greater understanding between stu-
dents. 

"The MSA helps to counter the wide-
spread prejudice and discrimination 
against Islam," Sara Mohammed, a 
member of MSA said. "It addresses con-
cerns and problems about issues that 
are often portrayed as unreasonable, 
intolerant, and fanatical." 

The Women's Center is hold-
ing its annual raffle for our 
Fund for Single Mothers with 
Financial Need, which spon-
sors a $500 scholarship for a 
single mother who is a stu-
dent at CSI with financial 
need. 

Raffle prizes include bas-
kets with gift certificates for 
dinners for two, sports, and 
spa treatments, as well as 
sports memorabilia, jewel-
ery, chocolates &etc. 

Tickets may be purchased 
in the Women's Center (2N-
106), Women's-Studies (2N-
216) and the English 
Department 	(2S-218). 
Prices: $1.00 -1 ticket; $5.00 
- 7 tickets; $10 - 15 tickets. 

The winning tickets will be 
drawn on March 13 at a rock 
concert by the girl-band 
Bombshell Betty in the 
Green Dolphin Lounge (1-C) 
1:30-3:30 pm. 

CSI-  Club 'Fig its - or Cree< 	Spc.ch on Islam To Cling 
Life 	 Opinions Together? 

fraternity should take part in our next 
meeting." 

MEETINGS FOR THE GROUP TAKE 
PLACE IN 3N ROOM 110 DURING 
CLUB HOURS 

For Whom am I Here? 
continued from P4... 

"It was our sad 
misfortune that 
placed us in the 
shelter system for 
two long years." . 

only know of the streets. I am here for 
the children that one day I may teach. 
I am here for the single moms who try 
to make ends meet. I am here for my 
sisters and Dorothy who never desert-
ed me. 

Mostly I am here for me, so I can 
grow. I now know that I matter. 
Everyone will one day know of me not 
through the great things my children 
will aspire to do but through all the 
great things I've yet to accomplish. I 
will make a mark in this world and 
everyone will know Cynthia Soto-
Santiago existed, because now I 
know I am doing this for me. 

"The club may have 
a hard time raising 
funds at CSI 
because our stu- 
dents don't have a 
lot of money." 



I don't mind when people don't answer my letters. It bothers me when they 
don't return my e-mails. I hate when they don't answer my phone calls, but 
I just can't stand it when they do not respond to my smoke signals. 

What do you mean, you have to go home to your wife? 

Short Moments with Jorge and 
Theresa 

by Lucie Lauria 

What do you mean you didn't pass menopause? 

Hey Betty! I lost two pounds, only a hundred 
more to go. 
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Students to Albany Lawmakers: Show New York's 
Environment Some Love this Valentine's Day 
BY BEN DE ANGELIS 
CONTRIBUTORS 

College students from the New York 

Public Interest Research Group 
(NYPIRG) chapter at the College of 

Staten Island released the results of a 
statewide litter survey today and made a 
heartfelt Valentine's Day plea to law-

makers to update New York's Bottle Bill. 
The Bottle Bill requires a 5-cent 

refundable deposit on beer, soda, and 

other carbonated beverage containers. 
NYPIRG and other advocates want the 
law updated to include non-carbonated 

beverages, such as bottled water and 

iced tea. 
Students and community volunteers 

conducted 20 litter cleanups across the 

state last fall, including a mid-November 
cleanup of Crescent Beach and 
Children's Park in Great Kills and col-

lected data on the bottles and cans they 
found. Among the key findings of the 

report, "Buried in Bottles: a Survey of 
Beverage Containers in New York's 

Litter," are the following: 

1. Beverage containers made up 

35% (by volume) of litter collected 

2. Non-deposit containers outnum-
bered deposit containers by a margin of 

almost two to one 

3. 21% of the litter, by volume, was 

composed of non-deposit containers 
that would be captured if the Bigger 

Better Bottle Bill were passed. 
The Bigger Better Bottle Bill would 

improve recycling and prevent litter by 
updating New York's law to include non-
carbonated beverages such as bottled 

water and iced tea. It also would require 
beverage companies to transfer 

unclaimed consumer deposits back to 

the state for use in the Environmental 

Protection Fund. 
Governor Eliot Spitzer has once 

again proposed including the Bigger 

Better Bottle Bill in the state budget. 
The State Assembly has supported this 
measure for the past three years, but 

each year it has been blocked in the 
State Senate, under the leadership of 

Senator Joseph Bruno. 
Students, together with a broad 

coalition of other advocates, are calling 

on state lawmakers to pass the Bigger 
Better Bottle Bill in the 2008-2009 state 

budget. According to the Container 
Recycling Institute (CRI), more than 3 

billion containers of non-carbonated 
beverages are sold in New York each 
year. CRI estimates that capturing the 

unclaimed deposits from an expanded 
Bottle Bill could generate more than 
$200 million a year in new revenue for 

the environment. 
In addition to releasing the litter 

report, students presented a large 
Valentine for Senator Andrew Lanza and 

the rest of the State Senate, urging them 
to do something sweet for our environ-

ment this Valentine's Day by including 

"This is a piece of legis-
lation whose time has 
come.The Assembly and 
the Governor have sup-
ported this measure for 
years; Joe Bruno and the 
Senate need to get on 
board and do the right 
thing for New York's 
environment." 

the Bigger Better Bottle Bill in the state 

budget. 
"We're calling on Senator Lanza to 

have a heart for New York's environment 
by including the Bigger Better Bottle Bill 

in this year's state budget" said NYPIRG 
Project Coordinator Ben DeAngelis 

"Participating in a local cleanup was 
a terrific experience," said CSI student 

Michael Gualtieri. "But it broke our 
hearts to see how much of the litter we 
picked up could have been prevented in 
the first place if the politicians in Albany 

updated the Bottle Bill." 
"We're buried in bottles, and law-

makers have a responsibility to deal with 
this problem," said Joshua Center. "We 
know from our litter survey that the 
deposit works to reduce the amount of 
bottles and cans littering our communi-

ties." 
A 2004 public opinion poll showed 

that there is strong public support for 
updating the bottle bill. 70% of New 
Yorkers surveyed supported expanding 
the program to include non-carbonated 
beverages, and 86% supported transfer-

ring unclaimed deposits to the state to 
fund environmental programs. 

"New Yorkers love the Bottle Bill 
because it works." said DeAngelis. "If 

the Senate cared about cleaner commu-
nities, they would pass the Bigger Better 

Bottle Bill right now." 
'This is a piece of legislation whose 

time has come," said Joseph Stelling, 

NYPIRG's Campaign Organizer for the 
Bigger Better Bottle Bill and author of 

the report. 'The Assembly and the 
Governor have supported this measure 
for years; Joe Bruno and the Senate 
need to get on board and do the right 

thing for New York's environment." 
More than 600 community groups, 

organizations, businesses, and local 

governments have endorsed passage of 
the Bigger Better Bottle Bill. But for 
years it has been "bottled up" in Albany 

by the powerful beverage and super-

market lobbies. 
NYPIRG students were instrumental 

in advocating for the original Bottle Bill 
that was passed back in 1982. To view 

an electronic version of NYPIRG's litter 
report, or for more information about the 
Bigger Better Bottle Bill, visit 
www.nypirg.org. 
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Some people say that CSI equates to a 
dismal student life. But this year, it hur-
tles into 2008 with fresh student life and 
promising participative opportunities for 
new and continuing students. The col-
lege crowd that has so long been denied 
of earnest razzle-dazzle discussions on 
media studies is now redeemed with 
CSI's resident Film Club. 

One may be shocked to find that typ-
ical meetings quickly digress into cre-
ative episodes of brainstorming. With 
hardly any moderation, the students let 
loose their wildest and crazy ideas come 
to life. Temporary president, Kristi, sat in 
the foremost seat and listened intently. 

"Do you remember the first time you 
showed your film to somebody?" Kristi 
asked, as she scribbled notes into the 
charter's notebook. They talked about 
their first experiences, the impact of film, 
and its meanings with spontaneous reac-
tions that sometimes lead one to think 
that they have seen too many movies?" 

Members are greeted on a first-name 
basis. Food, drinks, and an unstrained 
environment will complement any stu-
dent's desire to learn about film. 

"Evil Dead is the greatest trilogy 
known to man," said Dan, a horror-film 
aficionado. Horror is just one of many 
genres discussed in detail every meet- 

Film Fest 
Reloaded 

at Karl's Klipper, 40 
Bay Street, St. George 

BY JOHN Alr—IIIAN 
STAFF WRITER 
Do you like films? Do, wish there were a 
place where you could see films that 
won't be shown at the commercial ven-
ues on Staten Island? Well, here they 
are! And, it's FREE!! 

FilmFest Reloaded runs every 
Tuesday evening, beginning at 8:00 
p.m., at Karl's Klipper, 40 Bay Street, 
across from the St. George post office in 
Staten Island, just 1 block south of the 
Si Ferry Terminal. There is no cover or 
admission charged, but if you want to 
eat or drink ask the waitress for a menu. 

FilmFest Reloaded is curated by 
CSI and The Banner alumnus Bill 
Woods. Each week he arranges an 
eclectic program of (mostly) new work 
on film/video because he loves 
film/video and knows in his heart that 
there are others on this island who do 
too. 

Because of The Banner's publica-
tion schedule and the fact. that Woods 
curates the FilmFest in his spare time, 
we cannot give you a schedule of what 

BY M WHAM. COHEN 
STAFF WRITER 

The shiny suit from the LOX's Diddy 
days must be in the cleaners, as Sheek 

. Louch lounges in a weed scented studio 
wearing a sloppily fastened doo-rag and 
a white thermal shirt wrapping his 
bulging triceps, which he owes to his 
recent health kick that helped him shed 
twenty pounds. In the unadorned studio 
with blood red walls and , stacks of 
warped records in the corner, Sheek's 
only noticeable ice cools his cup of 
Courvoisier. "This is the only shit keep-
ing me bloated hommie," he says in 
defense of his healthy diet. 

"Chances are, the 
nigga that's working 
your album at the 
major [label] don't 
even listen to your 
music," 

After a fairly consistent stretch of hit-
ting the treadmill, hitting the weights and 
ditching the fried foods, Sheek, a former 
varsity football player, claims to be in the 
best physical shape of his life. And now 
with the lyrical shape of hip-hop declin-
ing faster than the value of the U.S. dol-
lar, the self proclaimed "Barack 0 of 
rap," plans to deliver a lyrical stimulus 
package with a his third solo album 
Silverback Gorilla. 

"It's a metaphor," Sheek says refer-
ring to the album title. "They say it's a 
jungle out there and I feel I'm one of the 
fiercest muthafuckas in this jungle of 
hip-hop." 

His tone has a hint of arrogance, 
deservedly so however, after approach-
ing his last two solo albums with humble 
confidence. But Sheek boasting about 
his lyrical ferocity is analogous to the 
Celtics boasting about a victory over the 
Knicks. Hence, hip-hop as a whole is as 
dismal as the NBA's eastern confer-
ence. 

Sheek never planed on pursuing a 
solo career. But after Walk Wit Me went 
gold in 2003 another solo album 
seemed imminent. Between albums he 
linked up with Big Mike and Supa Mario, 
dropping two mixtapes, Year Of The 
Wolf and Still A Wolf. His second album, 
however, After Taxes, really established 
his individual identity and forced listen-
ers to stop looking at him as just the 
other guy in The LOX. The single, Kiss 
Your Ass Goodbye, caught frequent 
commercial radio spins and under-
ground fans respected his ballsy artistry 

"Yo, I don't get no 
money from mix- 
tapes," Sheek yells, 
leaning unneces- 
sarily close to the 
tape recorder. "The 
mixtape shit is just 
to feed the street." 

on Maybe If I Sing, a viciously demoral-
izing attack on 50Cent. 

Once more he teams up with Big 
Mike to salivate the streets before Koch 
releases Silverback Gorilla. This time it's 
The Howling, a wolfing warning of the 
gritty gorilla soon to smash the shelves. 

"Yo, I don't get no money from mix-
tapes," Sheek yells, leaning unneces-
sarily close to the tape recorder. "The 
mixtape shit is just to feed the street." 

Rolling his chair back across the 
room he starts to recollect on the glory 
days of mixtapes. 'There was a time 
when it was a privilege to get on a [DJ] 
Clue tape... It still is," he says retracting 
whatever ill emphasis the statement had 
towards Clue. "But back then your shit 
had to be hot to get on Clue or Ron G or 
Doo Wop. Mixtapes used to be like 
street albums. Now I turn on a mixtape 
and I'm like 'who the fuck is this rap-
per?... And why is he dissin me?"' 

Sheek might often seem to lurk in 
the shadow of his rhyme partners and 
best friends Jadakiss and Styles P, but 
it's difficult to imagine any self-respect-
ing hip-hop fan turning on The Howling 
and asking himself "who the fuck is this 
rapper?" 

"They say it's a 
jungle out there 
and I feel I'm one 
of the fiercest 
muthafuckas in this 
jungle of hip-hop." 

Though he never sought an individ-
ual spotlight his sharp voice has been 
penetrating radio and underground 
speakers for just over a decade. Even 
people who hate hip-hop have heard All 
About The Benjamins. Sheek's, Styles' 
and Jada's pens are responsible for 
some of Diddy's most familiar verses. 
"Me, Kiss and Styles wrote Victory," 
Sheek boasts. "Not Big's part, but we 
wrote so many of Puff's verses." 
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"Now I turn on a 
mixtape and I'm like 
`who the fuck is this 
rapper?... And why 
is he dissin me?" 

He goes on to tell about how Puff 
would often have a melody in mind but 
couldn't come up with the lyrics. Him, 
Styles and Kiss would chip in whatever 
lines and bars they had and Puff would 
crank out a commercial classic. At the 
time they didn't realize that they were 
supposed to be paid for their work. 

"A lot of the money we supposed to 
have today we aint got," he says. "I 
learned a whole lot dealing with Puff 
though. We used to get to the studio; 
light up, do a lil verse and leave, He 
would be like 'how the fuck yall going 
home so early? I got millions and I'm not 
going home.' 

Sheek compares starting his career 
with Bad Boy to getting drafted by the 
Jordan era Chicago Bulls. He was sur-
rounded by stars on the most winning 
team in hip-hop. "At 17 or 18 it was 
crazy seeing [lig, Craig Mack and Total,"  

he says. "So I don't regret nothing. I 
don't regret the shiny suit, the glittery 
shit we had, nothing." He pauses and 
adds "I do regret signing the publishing 
deal without knowing what I was 
doing." 

It's clear that without the Bad Boy 
days Sheek and The LOX wouldn't 
have the acclaim they have now. But 
unlike his partners, Sheek dropped all 
three of his solo albums on Koch. After 
releasing two solo albums on 
Interscope records, Jadakiss plans to 
drop his third album on Def Jam. 
Styles, also fed up with Interscope 
after two albums, now enjoys the artis-
tic independence that Koch grants. 

"I don't think I'd be able to have 
such success with Koch without ever 
having that major exposure," Sheek 
explains.- "Any young boys trying to 
come up in the game can't just go 
straight to an independent label." 

Sheek's eclectic approach to 
releasing music can serve as a neo 
blueprint for these "young boys" in this 
age of cyber theft. He constantly dab-
bles in three different outlets, major 
labels, independents and mixtapes, 
each with its own effectiveness. 
Silverback Gorilla drops on Koch, the 
next LOX album, Live, Suffer, 
Celebrate will be on Interscope while 
The Howling unprofitably rattles 
speakers. 

"Chances are, the nigga that's 

"This is the only 
shit keeping me 
bloated, hommie." 
working your album at the major [label] 
don't even listen to your music," he 
says. "He's gonna get in his car, put on 
his classipal music and drive home. 

"I'm not knocking majors because 
I know there's money there and they 
have their perks, but I'd rather have 
the freedom any day." 

DAPS... cont. from back cover 

Vin's F* *g  
Uncensored Blog 
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ROB HUEBEL: 
1. How did you get your start in comedy? 
I started taking improv classes at Upright 
Citizens Brigade theater in NYC a million 
years ago. Then i just stuck with it. And per-
formed all over NYC anywhere i could. And 
met other comedians along the way. And just 
always tried to keep writing and performing 
as much as possible. 
2. How did Human Giant come about? 
Me and Paul have been friends from UCB for 
like 10 years. We've improvised together for 
a long long time. We met Aziz a couple years 
ago and were big fans. We all started, shoot-
ing short films together with Jason Wollner 
(our director) just to have and to show 
around NYC at comedy shows. Those things 
got on the Internet and MTV saw them and 
wanted us to do a pilot. And kaplow..here we 
are. 
3. What was the worst job you've ever had? 
I've had a lot of shifty jobs. I used to pedal a 
pedi-cab in Charleston SC in 100 degree 
heat with fat tourists yelling at me. And I used 
to produce some creepy TV stuff before I did 
any stuff on-camera. Once I worked on a 
Martha Stewart Christmas Special. That was 
a bummer. 
4. I've seen you on a few episodes of Curb 
Your Enthusiasm, what was it like getting to 
work with Larry David? Have you been asked 
back to reprise your role for the next season? 
Man that was the best thing ever. Those guys 
are hilarious and superfun to work with. I 
made Larry laugh a few times and that was 
like the highlight of my whole year. I don't 
think I'm coming back next season. I proba-
bly died of herpes. 
5. Is your idea of Good Friday:_a)This is the 
day our lord died for our sins._b)The rating 
for last night just came out and Human 
Giant's a hit._or c)Time Warner finally 
stopped running those goddamn Olive 
Garden Commercials! 
Wow. I have a 2 part answer. Mostly part 
b...Human Giant gets good ratings. That 
would kick ass. But also part c will be great. I 
actually shot that fucking commercial 3 years 
ago when I was poor, I improvised all this 
funny shit that they cut out. So I'm left looking 
like a real douchebag. The good news is, I 
am having them pull it in 2 weeks. They had 
to re-negotiate the contract and I told them 
'no thanks'. Then I got home and saw a huge 
pile of checks from residuals. Woops. Fuck it. 
I would give the money back in a heartbeat. 
It was utterly humiliating. 

6. Whets on your iPod right now? 
A weird mix of stuff. I 	a ton of hip hop. But 
also metal. And some indie stuff. I just saw 
LCD Soundsystem last week in NYC. So 

damn good. 
7. Whats on your Tivo/DVR right now? 
I'm way behind on Lost. But I've also got a lot 
of The Office and 30 Rock. Our buddy Jack 
McBrayer is Kenneth on 30 Rock and just 
amazing. I also love The Daily Show, Colbert 
and Charlie Rose. 

8. A night on the town for you consists of...? 

Aziz and I have been drinking a lot of Jack 
and Coke in the East Village lately. But I 
just got back to LA and so I'm kind of re-
integrating myself here. I perform a lot at 
UCB and like to go out nearby with my 
friends. If Aziz is in town we'll go out a lot 
and try to awkwardly talk to girls. We're so 
lame. 
9. If you were a tree, what type of tree 
would you be? 
I like those weeping willow trees a lot. 
10. When you die, what do you want God 
to say to you at the pearly gates? 
Hey buddy. You screwed up. But I'm in a 
good mood. Come on in. 
11. Any parting words of advice for the 
readers? 
Advice for your readers? That's a broad 
topic. I would say that Crest Whitestrips is 
a really great product. And avoid poison 
ivy. It's really itchy. And don't provoke a 
male Elk during mating season. He will 
fucking kill you. 
AZIZ ANSARI: 
1. How did you get your start in comedy? 
I did standup in NY while I was in college. 
2. How did Human Giant come about? 
I started making short films with Rob, Paul, 
and Jason around the Summer of 2005. In 
December of 2005, we decided to formally 
call ourselves' a group named "Human 
Giant" and continue making videos togeth-
er. 
3. What was the worst job you've ever 
had? 
I was a dishwasher at one of those 
Japanese restaurants where they cook on 
your table. There's a shit ton of dishes in 
those places. 
4. What was shutterbugs? 
That was the first short we ever did. 
Huebel and I play cutthroat child talent 
agents. The new episodes we made for the 
show are pretty insane, and I'm stunned 
they're letting us put it on TV. 
5. Is your idea of Good Friday:_a)This is 
the day our lord died for our sins._b)The 
rating for last night just came out and 
Human Giant's a hit. or_c)IVITV drops 
Human Giant after only 2 episodes, but 
signs "The Aziz Show" for a 2 year deal. 
C. 
6. Whets on your iPod right now? 
LCD Soundsystem, Black Lips, Death 
Proof Soundtrack, Peanut Butter Wolf's 
Valentine's Day Mix, Eccentric Soul 
7. Whets on your Tivo/DVR right now? 
Lost, 24, The Wire, Colbert, The Office, 

Extras 
8. A night on the town for you consists 

of...? 
Probably getting blasted with Huebel and 
some other ding dongs in NY. 
9. If you were a tree, what type of tree 
would you be? 
A Palmetto tree? I'm from SC. 
10. When you die, what do you want God 
to say to you at the pearly gates? 
You were wrong fool!! HAHAHA! It's all 
good though, come on in. 

11. Any parting words of advice for the 
readers? 
Watch Human Giant, Thursdays at 10:30 
on MTV. Just kidding. Um, I dunno, what is 
your website about? My cab is here! 
Always try to be on time, work hard, do 
well in school, gotta go! Bye!  

ing. Typically, one can expect to decon-
struct any number of films. Opposite 
Dan, Stacey diddled on her cell phone 
as she reminisced with Kristi of Death 
Wish 3. 

When it comes to film students, 
there is no discussion too dull that is 
not made into a zealous discussion. 

As a bonus to those considering 
enrollment, the Film Club is planning a 
semester-end field trip to a New York 
City film festival. First-hand knowledge • 
of films is not required, simply partici-
pation and a willingness to learn. 

Many people think that CSI 
equates to a dismal student life 
because its students are generally part 
of the full-time workforce, and its aca-
demics are fourth-tier. Breaking out of 
the apathy requires a concerted effort 
by all CSI students who want that 
degree to mean something. A CSI club 
is another step in making a student 
more well-rounded, a plus for any 
employer, and a step in the right direc-
tion for proving his or her initiative. 

CSI's Film Club meets on selected 
Wednesdays and is available to all 
those wishing to break out of the rou-
tine. Any major is likely to find avid 
interest with its creative members. One 
doesn't need to pay any fees or fulfill 
special requirements. Dan said that "All 
you need is a brain." 

will be shown when, but there is a 
w e b sit e: 
http://www.filmfestguy.freeweb-
space.com/index.html  . It's worth a 
visit, just as FilmFest Reloaded is 
worth a visit. 

You will probably see this too 
late, but scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 19th, FilmFest Reloaded 
features co-directors Adam Lukeman 
and Rob Alvarado, who will be on 
hand with their latest short film, 
Bobby: RFK 37. Ita•Vms a look at 
how the world would be if Bobby 
Kennedy hadn't been assassinated, 
based on the novel "A Disturbance of 
Fate" by Mitchell J. Freedman, 

Adam Lukeman is an award-win-
ning cinematographer who currently 
works in television prOduction as a 
videographer and producer with such 
broadcasters as ESPN, National 
Geographic, Discovery, A&E 
Biography, ABC, and CNN. He is 
also a writer, and his recent book, 
Fangoria's 101 Best Horror Films 
You've Never Seen (Random House) 
is in its fourth printing. 

Rob Alvarado is a screenwriter, 
director, and actor based in New York 
City, A 2001 graduate of the New 
York Film Academy, he has written 
and directed several short films. He 
is the author of five full length screen-
plays, and has recently completed a 
novel. 

Sheek c Barack 	 4p 

re You A Designer, IlInter, or Editor. 
The Banner is looking for talented graphic designers, writers, editors, photographers, and anyone else interested in publishing. 

We are looking for staff for the coming semester, if you are interested, please contact us at lucie.lauria@gmail.com  

Film Club Breaks ; 'a by  
-Film Club members, mixing spirit and a lot of pas-
sion, enjoy CS! student life 
BY JAMES FD-LiiiKETT 
CONTRIBUTOR 	- 



Nominate Yourself For Student Government! 
Take charge and explore your potential. Be part of a group of students who help make a difference on campus. 

Submit your application by Monday March 3, 2008, in the tudent government office located in Room 10-207. 

A Special CUNY Luncheon Event Featuring Dominic 
Carter 
Host of NY1's nightly political show "Inside City Hall" 

and author of "No Momma's Boy: How I Let Go of My 

Past and Embraced the Future" spoke at the CUNY 

Graduate Center on January 22, 2008. 

BY IRIAN GONZALEZ 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
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TAGLIT 	7311 
BIRTHRIGHT ISRAEL 
www.birthrightisrael.corn 

Taght-Birthright Israel provides free, ten- 

day trips to Israel for Jewish young adults 

ages 18 to 26. Register now at 

WWW.BIRTHRIGHTISRAEL.COlvil 
11 

Dolphin Women Continue 
Conference Dominance 
BY !MATTHEW CIRELLI 
SPORTS EDITOR 

The College of Staten Island's 

twenty point romping, 87 — 57, 

over the visiting Brooklyn Bridges 

improved the women's CUNY 

record to 10 — 1. 

CSI jumped out to an early 

lead then followed through with 

three separate scoring spurts. 

The first was a 9 — 0 run which 

closed the half with the Dolphins 

up by a mark of 45 — 26. Not letting up 

at all the Dolphins took their first half 

momentum and tallied a 12 — 0 stretch 

shortly into the second half. Brooklyn 

attempted to hang around for a few min-

utes, but CSI's final burst, 9 — 0, left the 

Bridges trailing by over 30 points with 

little time remaining, ensuring the victo- 

ry. 
Nicole Estrada turned in the most 

impressive performance of the game, 

just missing a double-double by notch-

ing 23 points and 9 rebounds. Melanie 

D'Ambrosi lit it up from 3-point range 

while shooting 50% en route to scoring  

PHOTO BY CSIDOLPHINS.COM  

20 points. Another near double-double 

was put up by Megan Sullivan with 8 

rebounds and 9 points. 

Since their last loss and during the 

current 6 game winning streak, the 

Dolphins have systematically taken apart 

their opponents, outscoring them by over 

25 point per game. The lone blemish on 

the Women's record came at the hands 

of Baruch in early January. 

Two games remain before CSI will 

take their high flying offense and shut-

down defense into the playoffs.  

BY MATTHEW CIRELILN 
SPORTS EDITOR 

After reeling off eight straight confer-

ence victories the Dolphin Men were 

handed their first loss of the New Year, a 

93 — 80 defeat in the Fight for the 

Verrazano against Brooklyn College. 

The last time the Dolphins suffered a 

conference blow was back on 

December 6th when they dropped a 

tight contest against the very same 

Brooklyn team. The win streak spanned 

nearly two months as CSI dominated 

opponents, outscoring them by an aver-

age of 10 points per game. 

Despite the toss, there were a flurry of 

Dolphins whom poured in big numbers. 

Robert Mesjaz highlighted the stat book 

as he led the team with 25 points and 8 

boards. Ryan Hennessey followed with 

17 points while shooting a remarkable  

50% from behind the arc and Christian 

Montervino came up with another big 

performance recording 15 points and 

grabbing 6 rebounds. Even Brian 

Ameneiros' near record assist total of 12 

(which tied him for third in a single 

game) was not enough to counter 

Brooklyn's attack. 

It was a seesaw struggle throughout 

most of the games with each team con-

sistently trading buckets. The Dolphins 

even led the game with as little as 3 min-

utes to play before Brooklyn silenced 

the CS! offense and ran off with a 19 — 4 

run to close the game. 

The loss left the men with an 8 —3 CUN-

YAC record and dropped them to 12 — 9 

overall. Two more conference games 

remain this week before the Dolphins 

begin to play in the CUNYAC postsea-

son tournament. 

Brooklyn Wins Borough 
Bade; Men' 'Mn Streak 
Ended 



BY CHRIS OLIVIERI, CARLO MONTAGNINO, AND VINCENT FORTE 
CONTRIBUTORS 

This week Vin Forte sat down with the 
stars of MTV's hit sketch comedy show: 
"Human Giant". 

These stars would be: Paul Scheer(best 
week ever, upright citizens brigade, today 
show, late night with conan o'brien, 
school 	for 	scoundrels), 	Rob 
Huebel(upright citizens brigade, best 
week ever, curb your enthusiasm, late 
night with conan o'brien, arrested devel-
opment, the awful truth), and Aziz 
Ansari(best week ever, premium blend, 
upright citizens brigade, school for 
scoundrels, new york noise). The show's 
second season premiers March 11th at 
10:30 on MN and is extremely inventive 
and brings to the table their UCB back-
grounds and unique style of humor and 
hilarious concepts with wit and delivery 
unmatched by any sketch show of our 
time. 
And now on to the interviews: 
PAUL SCHEER: 
1. How did you get your start in comedy? 
When I was in High School I saw this 
group in NYC called Chicago City Limits, 
it was an Off Broadway Improv Show 
kinda similiar to "Whos Line is it 
Anyway?" and I was like, "I gotta do that."  

So I started taking classes with them 
and lying to everyone in my class that I 
was in College when I was only a 
Sophmore in High School. I dropped out 
for awhile then when I went to NYU I got 
back involved and got into their touring 
company which was amazing experi-
ence but then I saw UCB and I realized, 
"Wow! that's the improv and comedy I 
want to be doing." I started working with 
them and it was the best decision I ever 
made. 
2. How did Human Giant come about? 
Human Giant came about very organi-
cally. Rob and I had been improvising 
together for about 10 years with this 
group in NYC called Respecto 
Montaiban (with Rob Riggle, Owen 
Burke, Chad Carter, Danielle, 
Schneider, Jack Mcbrayer, Jackie 
Clarke and Dannah Feinglass) and we 
met up Aziz who was blowing up on the 
NYC comedy scene as a standup and 
when Aziz started his weekly standup 
show at UCB "Crash Test" he was look-
ing for co-hosts he could do bits with 
and Rob and I were his first 2 co-hosts. 
We made this short films based on the 
bits we created at Crash Test and then 
the popularity of those shorts on the  

internet got MTV interested in doing a 
TV show with us. It was really cool, 
because we are still a relatively new 
group. 
3. What was the worst job you've ever 
had? 
Passing out Compuserve CDs on 
Roller Blades during Rush Hour in 
Manhattan and I didn't know to 
rollerbiade. But i couldn't take them off 
because I was being followed by a pho-
tographer who had to make sure that 
we were actually doing the job' right. 
4. I've seen you recently in Blackballed 
and School for Scoundrels. Any more 
film work on the horizon? 
Yeah Actually I have a few films coming 
up. I'm going to be in a Sean William 
Scott Movie called, "Trainwreck, My 
Life as an ldoit" which should be pretty 
fun, I play this surly fishing boat 1st 
mate and then I have a small part in a 
new Lucy Lui comedy called "Watching 
the Detectives" where I'm just a film 
nerd (it's a really small part but we got 
to improvise so that was fun) and I just 
got word I'm going to be in a new Eddie 
Murphy-  movie called "Starship Dave" 
where I play a character that works in 
Eddie Murphy's ass. (It's important to  

note that Eddie Murphy in this movie 
plays a Starship and his insides are 
populated by an alien race) 
5. Is your idea of Good Friday:_a)This 
is the day our lord died for our 
sins. _b)The rating for last night just 
came out and Human Giant's a 
hit._c)Human Giant bombs in the rat-
ings and gets shitcanned, but the 
sketck "The Illusinators" gets picked up 
for its own 12 episode season deal and 
movie contract. 
All Good Responses but I'm going to go 
with D) REHAB 
6. Whats on your iPod right now? 
Right Now it just from DMX to the Cast 
Recording of the Buffy The Vampire 
Slayer: Musical Episode...So That. 
7. Whats on your Tivo/DVR right now? 
Lost, 24, Battlestar Galactica, The 
Wire, 30 Rock, The Office, Extras, 
Spaced, Heroes, South Park, and The 
Riches 
8. A night on the town for you consists 
of...? 
Me, Dabney Coleman, Bronson 
Pinchot and Ed Begley Jr. Shoot back 
Brews and Getting into Knife Fights 
with local tough guys. 
9. If you were a tree, what type of tree 
would you be? 
Christmas, because you only work for 
25 days and the rest of the year, you 
are on vacation. 
10. When you die, what do you want 
God to say to you at the pearly gates? 
Can I have back my DVD of Harold and 
Kumar go to White Castle? 
11. Any parting words of advice for the 
readers? 
If anyone knows a good place to dump 
a dead body email me 
www.myspace.com/paulscheer  

Continued on page 9 

IT'S BEEN A WHILE, WE KNOW.. SINCE WE LAST SAW YOU GUYS 

WE'VE BEEN ON BESTWEEKEVER.TV, G4TV'S ATTACK OF THE SHOW, MADE FRIENDS WITH PEREZ HILTON, AND LAUNCHED A KICK ASS WEBSITE WITH OUR MOST TALENTED FRIENDS. AS YOU'VE SEEN ABOVE, THE AMAZING MIGHTY VIN FORTE IS BLOGGING FOR US, DJ EMILIO SPARKS (FROM WSIA'S OWN DEGO SHOW) HASA HILARIOUS UNCENSORED PODCAST. ON TOP OF THAT,WE HAVE RIDICULOUS VIDEOS STARRING ALL OF THE CHARACTERS YOU'VE COMET() LOVE,THE CS! HOT DOG GUY IS TRAVELING THE WORLD AND SOME HOT CHICKS ARE POSING FOR OUR CAMERAS. IF YOU LIKED WHATYOU READ LAST SEMESTER, OR EVEN IFYOU DIDN'T (WERE TALKING TO YOU, CSI ADMINISTRATION),YOU SHOULD CHECK OUT DOGANDPONYSHOWWEBSITE.COM! 


