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CSI Tuakes No Responsibility After Mis-informing Graduate Student

BY: ANTHONY M. ACEVEDO

A former graduate student shared his ex-
perience with the mounting issues CSl is
facing within their academic advisement

G

With aspirations to be a full-time teacher, Anth

ony'’s pns.s‘fon is also for his faith in God.

department after being abruptly dropped
from his graduate program in Education.

Anthony Mulkay, 26, recently had
success with the Christian Free Dating

hoto Credit: Anthony M. Acevedo

application. His girlfriend, who lives in
Oklahoma, flew out and over dinner they
made a connection. They went on three
dates through the application before the
third time was the charm.

Mulkay shared that his faith in God
has given him a new perspective on life.
He has done services in nursing homes,
public evangelism, and sermons in his
current church.

When asked about this rewarding joy
he has with God, Mulkay shared, “The
Constitution says, ‘The Pursuit of Hap-
piness,” which T know at the time meant
property, we all should pursue happiness,
but true joy and satistaction comes from
God and through His son, Jesus Christ.
If you seek Him, all these things will be
added unto you.”

Mulkay is considering becoming a

Continued on pg #5
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i Foreign Language Opens Doors To Various

A Visit to CSI's Italian Open House

BY: OLIVIA FRASCA

There is no better way to connect with
someone and understand their lifestyle
than through language. On March 19th,
CSI’s foreign language department wel-
comed students to their Italian Open
House.

The event introduced students to the
Italian major and minor at the college.

New York contains the highest pop-
ulation of Italian-Americans in the coun-
try. Many of them live on Staten Island,
so knowledge of the language and culture
is certainly useful.

At the beginning of the event the de-
partment provided Italian foods. Students
enjoyed bruschetta, tiramisu, and pastries
while chatting with faculty about their
studies.

The students then gathered in the
language lab for a presentation about the
curriculum. Professors Paola Ureni and

Chiara Ferrari shared that knowledge of a
foreign language is a lifelong skill.

Employers value a candidate that can
speak a language other than English, as
this allows them to reach a new demo-
graphic.

The Italian Studies major is 36 credits
after the language proficiency require-
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ment. It’s easy to intcgrale the major into
another field of interest, such as medi-
cine, business, or government.

Students can double major in Italian
Studies and another passion to diversify
their coursework.

According to Masterstudies, “Be-

Continued on pg #4

The Oath And
the Office
Release at CSI

A Conversation With Corey
Brettschneider

BY: SAMMY QUARRATO

CSI held an event in March
19th where a new book titled The
Oath And the Office was released
by Corey Brettschneider, a profes-
sor of Political Science and Public
Policy at Brown University.

At this event, professor and
author Brettschneider reinvents
the civil law information that
one learns in a Political Science
course into a new, and relatable
language.

The piece of literature’s pur-
pose is word for word in the front
cover, “A Guide to the Constitu-
tion for Future Presidents.”

This book’s essential pur-
pose is a guide for people who
wish to be president and what to
understand about the constitution.
However, it isn’t just for future
presidents or future politicians
in general, but those who wish
to learn more about the country’s
constitution-the pillar that keeps
our country up.

The reason why this book is
also for history buffs is due to the
many references and portions of
the book where they look back
into American history such as the
1910s about Woodrow Wilson
to now where we have Donald
Trump as President of the United
States.

The event did not just have
Professor Brettschneider speak
the entire time without actually
discussing it with the faculty, stu-
dents, audience, etc.

[ myself was able to ask a
question: “How do we know if an
action by the President or anyone

Continued on pg #4
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BY: SAMMY QUARRATO

Negative news by the mainstream media
is the focus of politics, especially in the
Trump era where it is wall to wall cover-
age of how bad America is and how we

may never come back from the depths of

political hell.

Yet the mainstream media has ignored
a bill that was passed by Congress months
ago which states that it would release
53,000 prisoners in the next 10 years, spe-
cifically those who are in prison for low
level, non-violent drugs offenses.

This has been something that Demo-
crats especially have been focusing as one
of the main issues of the prison system in
this country, which puts people behind bars
for unreasonably lengthy amounts of time.

The Trump Administration has also
made it a goal to bring change into the bro-
ken system and the prison reform bill was
an opportunity for both sides to do some-
thing that is beneficial to the little guys, the
ones that needs help because they cannot
help themselves.

The bill was passed with ease in both
the House and Senate, with Democrats
having a small yet noticeably larger major-
ity of members who voted aye.

This prison reform bill is just the first
step of a long and ditficult road ahead for
the US Government to right its wrong from
the war on drugs that hasn’t been fixed nor
mitigated by many presidents since the
Nixon administration.

Only Obama and Trump seemed to
have done anything worth mentioning.
Obama pardoned hundreds of individuals
in prison with harsh sentences and Trump
signed the bill to do a good thing for the
country as a whole.

4,000 to 6,000 prisoners were automat-
ically qualified for a shorter sentence that
would bring their lives back on track and
have them return to their families, friends,
and homes.

This is long overdue for the US Gov-
ernment and shouldn’t be considered an
accomplishment, but a necessary part of
federal law that should have been there in
the first place.

Yet the redeeming quality is that the
Trump Administration, Republicans, and
Democrats made it a goal to treat individu-
als that have harmed themselves as people
that society and the government can aid.

This will cost taxpayers $346 million,
a service that American citizens are taking

A Unification for a Common Goal.
part in funding.

Though the question remains, now
with a new Congress, will the Democrat-
ic House of Representatives demand more
from the Administration when a second
step to the prison reform comes?

The fact remains that any type of re-
form is needed for a system where profit is
made from the suffering of prisoners that
have made personal, not criminal, mis-
takes.

This may prove to be easily done due
to the newly elected members of Congress.
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
is a Congresswoman who has proven to be
very difficult at times for both Democrats

and Republicans to work alongside with.

This is in terms of reaching across
the aisle and functioning as a government
where not everyone agrees in politics but
does in terms of how to figure out the best
solution and compromise.

This is the first step for a prison system
that is in need of repair due to being ne-
glected for far too long. Forget about pol-
itics, profits, and news outlets: remember
the men and women with families that are
carrying the burden of a lengthy sentence
for a fixable mistake.

Let’s not allow politics as usual to pre-
vent progress.

BY: DEJON VIRGO

On February 14, 2019 Indian forces were
attacked by a suicide bomber in the region
of Kashmir. 40 Indian soldiers were killed.
The attacker was 19 year old Adil Ahmad
Dar, a member of the Islamic militant
group Jaish-e-Mohammed that’s based in
Pakistan.

A couple days later India produced air-
strikes in north western Pakistan then Paki-
stan shot down an Indian aircraft. Tensions
quickly flared between the two nations af-
ter years of relative peace.

The India and Pakistan rivalry goes
back to when the borders were being drawn
after India gained independence from the
British empire in the late 1940s.

The area of Kashmir is the main prob-
lem between the two countries, as the re-
gion covers three countries: India, Paki-
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When Wzll The Kashmiri People Live In Peace?

stan, and China. China invaded India, then
Pakistan gave China more land.

India and Pakistan were left to argue
about the rest of Kashmir because while
the land is split between the two, both
countries claimed more land.

According to Vox, in the 1800s India
was controlled by the British empire and it
was made up of states and provinces. When
the British left in the 1940s they split some
of the land into Pakistan and East Pakistan,

which was mostly Muslim while the rest of

the land was given to Hindu India.

The tensions didn’t stop there and the
era of Indian partition was very bloody and
violent. The Hindus living in Pakistan fled
to India and the Muslims living in India
fled to Pakistan to escape the violence in
both countries.

In the Kashmir region there was a king
that tried to stay neutral in the conflict but

India and Pakistan pointing nuclear weapons at each other.

Pakistan feared that the monarch would
join India so they rebuilt.

The local population did rebuild in
Kashmir. Pakistan joined them so the mon-
arch turned to India for help and that start-
ed the first Indo-Pakistan war.

The UN got involved and created a
peace deal that split the region into two.
They also tried to schedule a vote for the
Kashmiri people but both countries refused
to cooperate.

Pakistan said that the Muslim popula-
tion belonged to them while India said that
the region was given to them by the Hindu
monarch. Neither countries came to any
type of peace agreement but they doubled
down on their “rightful claims.”

[ndia even added Kashmir to its consti-
tution in 1965. The second Indo-Pakistan
war broke out with both sides facing terri-
ble losses in Kashmir.

A cease fire stopped the war but not the
situation.

In 1971 the third Indo-Pakistan war
broke out not in Kashmir, but in East Pa-
kistan. India helped separatists fight for
independence and Pakistan lost.

The region of East Pakistan became
Bangladesh.

Vox mentions this loss for Pakistan
made the region of Kashmir even more im-
portant for Pakistan, as it became one of
the most militarized zones in the world. In
1987 it seemed like India rigged the elec-
tion, making Kashmiris feel like they were
denied the right to vote.

The Kashmir

They took to the streets and India start-
ed to crack down on the protests with vi-
olence.

This became fertile ground for Muslim
terrorists who recruited Muslim youth to
attack the Indian military. Pakistan then
created a new terrorist group that would
fight for Kashmir to be more pro-Pakistan.

India responded by moving more
troops and weapons into the region, crack-
ing down on protestors.

The stacks got higher when both coun-
tries started to conduct nuclear tests and
later became nuclear powers. In 1999 the
fourth Indo-Pakistani war broke out.

The war over Kashmir ended with an-
other cease fire but the Pakistani-backed
militia didn’t stop and got more violent.

One of the militias in 2001 bombed
the Indian parliament building, killing 14
people. In Mumbai in 2008 a couple more
people from the same group killed 174 and
wounded 300.

India cracked down on protestors and
created a cycle of events: a terrorist at-
tack occurs, India cracks down on it, and
the terrorist group recruits more suicide
bombers.

This cycle hurts the Kashmiri people
the most because they’re the ones in the
middle of this conflict that has lasted over
70 years.

After all the violence the Kashmiri
people still did not get their chance to vote
on their future, which many countries in-
cluding India and Pakistan seem to forget.



“Foreign Language Opens Doors”
Continued from Front Page

-cause mastering several languages isn’t
just about words; it’s also about an un-
derlying cultural understanding that is
particularly sought after in today’s work-
place. This perspective can help you get
ahead in a number of industries -- from
medicine and marketing to teaching and
technology. In short, language skills don’t
just open doors; they keep them open.”
Organizations need employees that
can communicate with people from
around the world. A language major or
minor sets an applicant apart from others,
especially in the medical or business field

where patients and clients may not speak

English.
The ltalian minor at CSI is only three
classes at the 200-level or above, one of
which is already completed for students
that reach language proficiency. Lan-
guage proficiency is a requirement for
most liberal arts majors at the college.

Students that have prior knowledge of
a foreign language should take the Fast
Track Language Proficiency test. The test
will exempt students from either the Ist,
2nd, or 3rd level of a foreign language
based on their score.

This is a great option for students that
want to get ahead in their studies. The test
is typically administered each semester
after midterms.
Students can find a

Students gathered in the language lab to learn about ltalian Studies at CSI.

schedule for the

Italian, Spanish, French, and Mandarin
Chinese placement tests on the CSI web-
site. The test is held in the Modern Lan-
guages Media Center, Building 2S Room
114.

John Dunleavy from the Center for
Global Engagement spoke about the life
changing experience of studying abroad.
Florence is the most popular destination
among CSI students; the school’s partner
is Lorenzo de’ Medici Institute.

The college also offers Rome, Venice,
Tuscania, and a new Bologna program as
destinations.

“Study abroad programs at CSI en-
able students to explore the traditions and
modern realities of the world from an-
other perspective. Program requirements

vary, with no previous language study
required for most programs. A range of fi-
nancial aid and scholarship opportunities
are available,” according to the Center for
Global Engagement website.

Current students in the major encour-
aged undergraduates to pursue the same
track and join the Italian Club. In the fall
semester, the department is offering Con-
tinuing Italian [, Advanced Communica-
tion Skills, Italian Civilization and Cul-
ture, and Modern Literature as classes.

Knowledge of a foreign language
provides a student with many career op-
portunities at home and abroad. Majoring
or minoring in Italian Studies is a promis-
ing option as globalization is more prev-
alent than ever.

“"Photo Credit: Olivia Frasca

“The Qath And the Office Release”
Continued from Front Page

in the three branches of government does
something truly unconstitutional due to

the simple fact that the written law of

the land by our founding fathers is up
for interpretation for the changing times,
and who are truly the ones to make that

Phe #ﬁwﬁfa’#ﬁéﬂ
ane Presidents

A guide for anyone wishing to become President.

9

judgement

His response was in simple terms, it
being a case by case basis where depend-
ing on the circumstances of the situation
and the era is where it may or may not be
determined.

What that essentially means is that
there isn’t a clear and cut answer that is

the solution for all future situations and
cases when it comes to potential viola-
tions of constitutional law.

The answer itself makes sense due
to one of the points of the book and the
constitution itself, which is that it is open
ended yet clear on what can or cannot be
legislated by the Government.

THE OATH AND THE

OFFICE

A Guide to the Constitution for Future Presidents

"
1o

An essential guide to the presidential
powers and limits of the Constitution,

our highest office

for anyone voting—or running—for

*
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Another question asked was by Pro-
fessor Paris which was if Barack Obama
unconstitutionally brought us into war
without actually declaring war such as us
being in Syria, Libya, Yemen, etc.

The reason for the question was
due to the point of views of Professor
Brettschneider inevitably being a driving
force for his criticisms of Donald Trump
but not of other presidents who may have
been more moderate or left leaning.

That being said, it does not damper
the books points of views in principle but
it’s quite difficult to be 100% objective,
as humans we have different ways of
processing subjects such as politics and
government.

The event ended with a conclusion
of uncertainty of the future of the coun-
try yet a gleaming hope that puts some
faith in our hearts toward the constitution
which has been with us almost as long as
we won the war against the British.

The Oath and The Office is an in-
teresting read for anyone who wishes to
learn constitutional law, American pol-
itics, or Trump’s effect on how we as
Americans view the law of the land.

> {

pastor or deacon one day. He currently
takes online seminary courses while fin-
ishing his MA in education with Touro
College.

Anthony explained how Touro Col-
lege makes sure he knows what tests and
certificates he needs after he graduates to
be a teacher. “I have to say the professors
have been very good at Touro.

“They do in person classes and online
courses so you get to experience both.
Overall the professors are always very
informal, always willing to answer ques-
tions.”

Unlike Touro, Anthony confessed that
CSI had him running around like a ‘tur-
key without a head.” Anthony shared, *“It
doesn’t matter how good your guidance
counselor is if 'you cannot be informed by
the administration and what the adminis-
tration requirements are.”

Anthony elaborated on his experience
with CSI’s graduate program during his
Spring 2018 semester. His GPA as an un-
dergrad was a 3.0, and his grad GPA was
a 2.3 due to taking graduate classes be-
fore entering the education program.

“They told me | was on academic pro-
bation but the problem with that was they
said just graduate with 3.0. | did exactly
what they said, | averaged a B.” Anthony

“Student Expelled from CSI"
Continued from Front Page

expressed with disappointment, *'[ was on
my way to get a 3.0 about the time [ was
due to graduate.”

“Two weeks before my finals, two
years into the program, they told me I had
to average an A- that semester, not over-
all.” Anthony shared about the adminis-
tration of the education department.

They failed to tell him clear require-
ments he needed before his semester be-
gan. “Two weeks belore my finals, they
told me they would terminate me from
the program.

“I got two B’s and I got kicked out for
getting B’s. | think CSI is disorganized
in terms of how they inform.” Anthony’s
experience is not uncommon with CSI's
education department.

An anonymous student who was tak-
ing a Creative Non-Fiction Workshop
with Professor Ava Chin during the Fall
2018 semester expressed dissatistaction
with the Education Department as well.

She was working full-time as a teach-
er and providing for her husband and
child while going to school. In order to
satisfy the administration’s requirements,
she had to leave her full-time job as a
teacher and do a two-month unpaid in-
ternship as a teacher somewhere else.

She was outraged over the inepti-

tude of the Education Department. Why
wouldn’t the Education Department al-
low her to satisfy her internship require-
ment at her teaching job?

Advisement issues at CSI have such
unsatisfactory reportings that General
Advisement in [A has snatched up Jen-
nifer Durando from the English Depart-
ment to oversee all of General Advise-
ment. She went from being a full-time
professor to being a full-time advisor for
the English Department.

Jenniler Durando was and still is
legendary among many English students
who have gone to her for advice and ad-
visement.

“The counselors in the education de-
partment are also professors, they’re so
overloaded with lectures and work that
they neglect or don’t know the informa-
tion to give to the students.” Mulkay add-
ed, “They should hire full-time advisors
so the professors could focus on teaching
and the students could be properly in-
formed.”

Mulkay also recollected his work as
a part-time substitute teacher while pur-
suing his MA and doing online seminary.

“Being a substitute teacher is great, |
wouldn’t say it’s a lifetime position, but
it’s a great job for when you retire or for

when you go to school for your masters.”

“When | first started subbing, the
schools wouldn’t give you work, you’d
have to bring your own material and your
own stuft.” Mulkay explams that he al-
ways prayed that his students in these sit-
uations would do the work he brought for
the day.

“Make sure you find the right schools
that you would want to sub at. It is usu-
ally the disorganized schools that don’t
give you the material.”

“The work is definitely worth the pay,
because it’s $185 for one day of work and
you usually work between 6 to 8 hours.”
Composed, Mulkay is content with his
current job for now. “You need a bach-
elor’s degree to be a substitute teacher,
for an education dropout who got over
20 credits, I would say it is a great job
to have.”

Mulkay was asked for any closing
thoughts or advice for anyone consid-
ering going into graduate school at The
College of Staten Island. He was elated
to offer help to anyone in such a situation.

“They have good professors there, but
do your own research on their policies. I
trusted my advisors too much. Make sure
you check the paperwork on the policies,
programs, and all that stuff on your own.”




BY: VALERIE GONZALEZ

As the semester goes on, we have more
homework, projects and if you’re a senior
you're worrying about your final presenta-
tions, but that shouldn’t ever stop us from
having some fun on spring break

If you're staying at home for spring
break and are on a budget, don’t worry!
The following list of events will fulfill
your need for adventure, drinks and more
than anything—fun!

So let’s begin with our first weekend,
shall we?

A free event on April 20TH is the
“Night Glow Bike Ride” event, celebrat-
ing the beginning of spring with a 3.5 mile
loop all around Prospect Park. This event
is family-friendly and requires RSVP.

The “2019 Opening Day” is a remark-
able event that celebrates the opening of
the backyard season featuring DlJs, live
music, food and beer. This event is 21+ and
requires RSVP as well.

There is also a free NYC boat party on
April 20th celebrating spring break on the
Hudson River. You can enjoy an the amaz-
ing views of the Statue of Liberty, Brook-
lyn Bridge and more iconic views in the
city. You must be 21 years of age or older
to RSVP.

Another event is on April 20th, called
“Emo Night Brooklyn.” This event will
welcome you to the home of emo night,

and will be filled with music from the
2000’s and DJ hits. The event starts at mid-
night and you must be 21 years or older
fo enter.

After a filled weekend of parties and
amazing atmospheres we move on to a
cultural week at the Tribeca Film Festi-
val, which is full of classes, VIP packages
and VIP experiences that will leave you
speechless as soon as you walk in.

There are some amazing deals depend-
ing on what you want to experience, and
also this year’s Tribeca Film Festival is al-
lowing regular people to get tickets for the
award ceremony on April 28th. Leave the
island one more time so you can develop
your imagination and creativity with this
amazing and innovative festival!

Get ready—the beer supplies are com-
ing your way! Oh and of course, the food!

Kick it off with Spring’s Best Beer
Fest on April 27th. This year’s craft beer
festival will feature live betting on races,
samples of over 100 local and national
craft beers as well as wine tasting. Expe-
rience the VIP section with early entrance
and amazing exclusives.

On the same day enjoy the biggest fes-
tival of colors in NYC, called “Holi in the
City” It is an Indian festival that welcomes
spring in an amazing way. This festival of
color will feature local restaurants, drinks
and amazing NYC entertainers. Celebrate
friendship and love with this worldwide

NYC for Spring brea

Who Would've Thought That Spring Break in NYC Could Be This F un?
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celebration!

No vegan people, I didn’t forget about
you. On April 28th, we celebrate the big-
gest Vegan Pop-up in Grand Bazaar. Dis-
cover and explore new vegan and plant
based lifestyles, and remember to bring
your non-vegan friends and show them
what they’re missing. Donations are going
to public schools all over the NYC area.

On the last Sunday of spring break,
there are two amazing family-friendly ac-
tivities that will leave you fresh and ready
to start the end of the semester with on
right foot. The Arbor Fest takes place at
the Queens Botanical Garden and promises
to be an event that is fun-filled and a cele-

The festival of colors is something you wouldn 't want to miss

dit: Onkartravels.com

bration of trees and environment, featuring
local vendors, food and amazing gardening
activities.

For the technology lovers, what bet-
ter way to finish spring break than with
an amazing Auto Show? Fill your Sunday
with all the latest technology in cars and
most futuristic concepts that will leave you
and your family speechless. With more
than 1,000 cars and trucks on display the
Auto Show, NYC promises an unforgetta-
ble experience.

So, pack your friends and sense of ad-
venture, because this year's spring break is
sure to bring some fun!

BY: PHILIP SANZONE

Holding off on something to gain more
over time can reap great benefits. This can
work in a relationship, a job, or even in a
diet.

Thinking more about future outcomes
or waiting and knowing that things will
turn out even better is hard in many re-
spects and ultimately, it takes a lot of dis-
cipline.

In the aspect of dieting, holding off on
unhealthy foods and portion sizes can real-
ly be significant in the level of gratifaction
you feel. Besides, after losing weight those
unhealthy foods taste even better!

Having control over impulses is an-

elaying

other benefit that delayed gratification can
offer. It can be hard and trying to control
them isn’t a walk in the park, but it can pay
off in the long run.

Delayed gratification doesn’t have to
be just putting something off. Instead of
just taking an easier or shorter route, the
longer and more exhausting one can pro-
vide more reward than one might think.
Incorporating this kind of concept into
daily life is something that can definitely
be done.

Using other means to refocus yourself,
such as avoiding unnecessary distractions
when you're trying to study, is one way to
practice delayed gratification. After that,

Moves.com

00d Can Equal Great

Waiting For the Rewards Can Help With Personal Growth

you can take a break and do what you want
like play video games, read, or watch T.V.

When buying things like games or
books, you should buy things you really
need instead of impulsively buying things
that you don’t. Bookmarking them and
waiting for a cheaper sales price over time
is a more satisfying buy.

An example is if a brand new hat costs
$25, but then it went on sale, which gave
you the means to purchase two instead of
one. In short, waiting for something to go
on sale results in smarter purchases and
more confident spending.

Taking the time to think about what
might happen if you waited just a little
bit longer can change your perspective on
things and help with figuring out the best
course of action.

There are many examples and reasons
to try and hold off on instant gratification.
Even with hobbies you can implement
these practices. Holding off on buying
collectables can lead to bigger fish or even
a collectable that you might have really
wanted over the other, less valuable ones.
As they say, quality over quantity is what
really matters.

Sales come around and go, and look-
ing for them takes patience and willingness
to wait. The overall consensus is that de-
laying satisfaction and holding things off

can lead to a better and more well-rounded
person.

Could there be a down side? Not real-
ly based on overall studies, most of which
refer to the marshmallow experiment. The
study consisted of various kids who were
given the choice to wait to gain an extra
marshmallow by holding off for a few
minutes or just take one anyway after the
experimenter left.

Following these same kids into adult-
hood, it was observed that the kids who
waited and gained the extra marshmallow

had better mental and physical health later

in life, as well as better academic perfor-
mance. Holding out and savorying satis-
faction for later gives more meaning to it.

Always ask yourself if taking some ice
cream out of the fridge right away would
be better enjoyed later.

Maybe later there will be sprinkles
available or friends staying over who you
can share it with. Also, instead of rushing
a relationship, taking it slow and building
it up sets a stronger foundation for it to last
longer.

This is the beauty of delayed gratifica-
tion, but how you try and make use of it is
up to you. Using delayed gratification cor-

rectly can really do a lot for you. Patience
is key.

BY: LUCIA ELMI

Insecurity is something we all experience
from time to time, some more than others.
[t can have a debilitating effect on our lives
in many ways, including socially, personal-
ly, and career-wise. However, some people
are better able to hide it from others. They
can turn on that charm and walk around
like they can take on anything.

Being this kind of person isn’t neces-
sarily a bad thing per say, because after
all, sometimes putting on a smile and pre-
tending you know what you’re doing is the
only way to go about it. However, at what
point is it fair to say that hiding behind a
mask of your own choosing is just a form
of unhealthy escapism?

Usually, the ones that supposedly
‘know” how to hide it best are the ones
that carry the deepest insecurities. In fact,
you might be one of these people. There
are some obvious signs people may tend
to overlook when spotting out an insecure
person.

One sign people may overlook is when
an individual is prideful of their accom-
plishments. Of course, there is nothing
wrong with having a little confidence but
some people can take it too far.

Constantly feeling the need to brag

Are You Secretly Insecure?

Signs You're Insecure and Don't Know It

about your accomplishments and compar-
ing them side-by-side with other people’s
lesser accomplishments is an obvious in-
dicator that you’re insecure. It indicates a
fear that other people might outcompete
you so the only way to prevent that from
happening is by shooting down others by

using your accomplishments as a weapon.
Phato Credit: TheZealLife.co !

Insecurity can be louder than you think.

Another sign of insecurity is when you
feel the need to take on too many respon-
sibilities, leaving you no room for other
things such as family and friends. Taking
on a number of responsibilities to grow as
a person can certainly be a good thing, but
it can also hinder you from growing in oth-
er aspects. It could possibly put a strain on
your social and family life.

everyone says, it is not only incredibly ob-

In the end, finding a healthy balance
between work and relationships is what
makes life fulfilling. Don’t sacrifice one
for the other.

Being outspoken and assertive can also
be an indication of insecurity. When you
feel the need to come to a defense on what

noxious, but an obvious sign that you are
not willing to respect other people’s opin-
ions, whether they are right or wrong.
Even if what the person is saying is
wrong or unethical, you should not take
it to heart because in the end, you decide
who hurts you, not the other way around.
A confident person knows how to direct
their energy towards things that matter, the

irrelevant opinions of others is not one of
those things.

People who apologize over every little
thing are also blatantly insecure people. It
is always healthy to own up to your mis-
takes, as it is a great indicator of having a
sense of humbleness in your character, but
apologizing too much can also be an invi-
tation for others to step all over you.

It is a sign that you are always unsure
of how your actions affect people. Addi-
tionally, more often than not, chances are
you also struggle to assert yourself in times
of adversary. Sometimes silence, such as in
this instance, can also be an indicator of in-
security.

Even without these signs, the presence
of an insecure person can be determined
just by being able to pick up on and inter-
pret certain feelings you get when you’re
around them. You might feel unwanted,
uneasy or even anxious around them.

These are just a few tell-tale signs of
spotting out insecure people. If you're one
of these people, it might be time for you to
take a hard look at yourself and develop
a strategy to improve yourself as a person
and rewrite how you impact other people.

The first step to fixing a problem is to
recognize it.

y do

BY: KYLE FORBES

There was a scene in the film, “Limitless,”
{featuring Robert De Niro and Bradley
Cooper. De. Niro was offering Cooper a
promotion and told him that he’ll be want-
ing a few toys.

After watching the two wealthy busi-
nessman in a discussion, a question arose.
The question was—why do ballers view
their possessions as toys?

“More than mere tools, luxuries or
junk, our possessions become extensions
of the self. We use them to signal to our-
selves, and others, who we want to be and
where we want to belong.”

Ballers who have possessions of their
own artwork could view themselves as cre-
ative athletic dunkers in a basketball game.
Their sights could be focused on dunking
creatively at their next family basketball
game in the summer.

The player could want to belong in
friendships amongst other players who
come up with new innovative dunks. So,
the ballers artwork could be a possession
viewed as a toy that comes with other re-
wards, such as new dunking tricks.

Christian Jarrett reported that Lan
Chaplin and her colleagues interviewed
participants aged between 8 and 18 and
found that ‘materialism’ peaked at middle
adolescence, just when self-esteem tended
to be lowest.

In the same way a toy could make a
child happy, ballers could view their ma-

The Meaning of a Baller s Pricey Possessions

terial goods such as their drawing pad of
70 sheets as something fun. Such a materi-
alistic item could be the toy that satisfies a
baller after a long work-out practice.

A self-esteem boost could come from
owning a leisure art item that could be con-
sidered pricey for less fortunate people in
their community. An example could be two
sets of four-pack Micron pens.

Throughout adolescence, possessions
increasingly reflect who people are, or at
least how they would like to see them-
selves.

A baller doesn’t necessarily have to
own toys that focus only on basketball. A
baller could own a sketch pad and still see
themselves as a person who views their art
object as their leisure item.

There are actual professional artist
who live a baller’s lifestyle and make a
good living as an artist. A good example
could is Damien Hirst.

Hirst is known for having a dead
shark placed in a rectangular prism con-
tainer-like tank. The name of the exhibit
is, “The Physical [mpossibility of Death
in the Mind of Someone Living.” Hirst’s
possessions could be something as simple
as fancy glasses. The installation artist is
worth $300 million.

“My house is not “just a thing," wrote
Karen Lollar in 2010. “The house is not
merely a possession or a structure of un-
feeling walls. It is an extension of my
physical body and my sense of self that

’

reflects who [ was, am, and want to be.”

A baller who has their own room or
home could reflect on how their room or
home contains many of their achievements
such as college awards, retired professional
basketball players jerseys, etc. As a result,
the baller could view their room or home
as a way to reflect on their self-satisfaction
and sense of worth.

Their room or home not only holds
their toys but also holds their moments to
reflect on being the person they “was, am,
and want to be.”

Research by Derek Rucker and Adam
Galinsky at the Kellogg School of Man-
agement reports that participants who felt
less powerful after remembering a time
when someone had control over them were
more willing to purchase a silk tie and oth-
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All these ballers have pbssesxiozv's.

aller’s View Their Possessions as Toys?

er high-status products.

Based on this information, ballers
could view their possessions as toys be-
cause their material goods cause them to
feel independent.

In 2010, Kyungmi Kim and Marcia
Johnson found that,“extra activity was
observed in the medial prefrontal cortex
(MPC) in response to the sight of ‘owned’
items, compared with control items allo-
cated to others.”

Kim reports that parts of the brain that
are known to be mentally active in thinking
about the selfalso appear to be active when
we make connections to external things
and ourselves by owning something.

To have your own possessions could
provide personal happiness because you
could treat the object the way you want.

Photo Credit: TheRingercom



BY: UBONG EKPO

Beginning in January, Lifetime released a
six parl docuseries entitled “Surviving R.

Kelly,” which followed the testimonies of

various women that claimed to have been
sexually abused by the R&B singer while
they were teenagers. The series addressed
his controversial relationship with the late
R&B singer, Aaliyah.

“Surviving R. Kelly” also addressed
allegations of an alleged sex cult, where
women were allegedly held captive by
Kelly.

The docuseries brought renewed back-
lash to the R&B legend, who despite fac-
ing these same allegations in prior years,
was never truly reprehanded.

However, the manner in which the do-
cuseries was produced and presented to the
public can be questioned.

One story that was questioned was the
case of Lizzette Martinez, who claimed
the 1995 Michael Jackson song, “You are
Not Alone” which was written by R. Kelly,
was written about her in response to her al-
legedly miscarrying Kelly’s child.

Martinez claimed to have met Kelly
in 1995 at the age of 16. However, a piece
from the Chicago Tribune that was writ-
ten in December 1994, stated that Jackson
and Kelly were working on this song since
November and had completed it, which di-
rectly contradicted Martinez’s claim since
she said she met him in 1995,

“Surviving R. Kelly” set the precedent
for documentaries to be used as fact.

This model was soon intensified by the
documentary “ Leaving Neverland,” which
debuted on March 3rd and 4th.

Wade Robson and James Safechuck
alleged they were sexually abused by Mi-

g Propaganda:

chael Jackson for several years from child-
hood until their teenage years.

With * Leaving Neverland,” there are
severe credibility issues that need to be
addressed.

Director Dan Reed has repeatedly
maintained Robson and Safechuck do not
seek a financial incentive for the film, they
simply want “justice.”

What R;:ed fails to mention is that

“redi " :

Robson and Safechuck filed a $1.6 Billion
lawsuit against the Michael Jackson estate
in 2013.

Robson was the sole filer of the lawsuit
originally and claimed he was abused.

Despite being cross examined and be-
ing asked in detail whether he was sexu-
ally assaulted by Michael Jackson several
times, including by Jackson’s lawyer in
his 2005 triat, Robson claims he didn’t
understand he was abused. He maintains
throughout the documentary, that he was
“in love with Michael Jackson™ as a result
of Jackson’s grooming.

It should be noted by 2013, the statute

ichael Jackson a

Accusations Alone Can Ruin a Legacy

The nwo musical icons face backlash, but are documentaries full on convictions now?

of limitations expire on perjury charges
one year earlier for Robson, in 2012 and
if the accusers claims to not recognize the
abuse, it is considered valid.

No one in the media seems to focus on
the fact that Robson consistently defended
Jackson of any wrongdoing.

Robson’s accusations come coinciden-
tally only after the Michael Jackson Estate
declined him as a dance director for the

Cirque De Soleil Michael Jackson in Las
Vegas.

When Robson’s emails were forced to
be shown, which is documented in his own
lawsuit, there were several emails which
were found to show Robson emailing
himself slanderous articles about Michael
Jackson. There were also several drafts
of his autobiography detailing his alleged
abuse, with each draft containing contra-
dicting accounts of abuse.

One of Robson and Safechuck’s many
allegations was that Jackson had trained
them to hate women. This was immediate-
ly challenged by Jackson’s niece Brandi

Jackson, who revealed she was in a nine
year relationship with Robson, a relation-
ship set up by Jackson himself.

Their relationship was not mentioned
at all in the documentary, which directly
contradicts Robson’s story.

Several errors were made by
Safechuck, that no one is reporting on,
such as Safechuck claiming Jackson took
him on a vacation to Euro Disney in 1988,
when Euro disney was not opened until
1992.

Safechuck also claimed to have been
abused in a train station at the Neverland
ranch.

The train station as proven by the
building permits was not built untl 1994,
Safechuck claims his alleged abused ended
in 1992.

Safechuck also claimed Jackson spent
the Thanksgiving of 1987 with his family,
when Jackson in fact was on his Bad Tour
in Brisbane, Australia the very week of'this
Thanksgiving.

“Surviving R. Kelly” and “Leaving
Neverland™ are both dependent on the pub-
lic to be emotionally outraged enough to
want to erase the legacies of Michael Jack-
son and R. Kelly.

Michael Jackson was exonerated by a
court of his peers, along with two FBI in-
vestigations within a 17 year span.

R. Kelly may have committed some
transgressions, but a docuseries railroading
him is simply not enough to warrant him
effectively guilty.

In the Me Too era, asking questions is
deemed “‘victim shaming,” yet what we’re
supposed to take as “truth” often times is
unresolved.

“Captain

BY: SALVATORE CENTO

When all of the other origin movies that
we've seen are released well before

“Avengers Infinity War,” it is quite surpris-
ing that “Captain Marvel” is released just a
month before “Endgame.”

Not only that, but the release of “Cap-
tain Marvel” was already on thin ice with
Brie Larson voicing her opinion about “old
white dudes” being the majority of critics

Brie Larson takes to the screen as Captain Marvel on March 8th, 2019,

arvel” Isn’t So

This Origin Story Hits Right in All the Wrng Places

This is just the icing on the cake. Cha-
risma was somewhat of a missing trait in
our main actress in all of the promotion-
al videos surrounding the release, which
didn’t help those questioning if she could
fit the role of the main character.

But with all the stumbles that it took
while making its way to the theatre for the
release date of March 8, 2019, Captain
Marvel regained her footing and stood out
to be something more than what we were

S edit: IMDb.com

originally sold. Not to discredit the main
plot but the audience was not only served
one, but three backstories. That’s what
saved this movie from being brushed aside.

The tried and true super hero formula
finds a comfortable place in Marvel’s lat-
est release yet again. The hero, or in this
case, heroine is fighting for something she
doesn’t fully understand.

She has powers that she doesn’t under-
stand. A climatic event during the middle
of the film spurs the heroine to seek an-
swers. She eventually finds these answers
and also finds out how great her powers are
on the way. By the end of everything, she
saves the day by harnessing these talents to
defeat the evil.

While that is what actually happens in
“Captain Marvel,” even if it looks new and
shiny because of the sprinkling of flash-
back scenes and sides of nostalgic 90’s
flashbacks, what kept viewers’ eyes on the
screen was the inclusion of characters that
fans of the Marvel Cinematic Universe al-
ready knew, such as Nick Fury and Agent
Phil Coulson. At this stage of the game,
people are quite tired of what we’ve al-
ready seen so many times over.

The viewer was finally able to see how
Fury and Coulson’s relationship first de-
veloped as well as how the Avengers Ini-
tiative was created. Seeing familiar faces
on-screen mixed with a feeling of wanting
to fill in gaps on their history, the audience

arvelous

wanted more scenes about them than of
Danvers herself. In a movie named “Cap-
tain Marvel,” that shouldn’t be the case.

Talking about the movie itself in a
much wider aspect, as a superhero movie,
Marvel’s latest release does have a footing
like previously mentioned but wears two
different styles of shoes.

The scenes try to juggle between be-
ing a campy action as seen in the likes of
“Thor: Ragnarok™ but then we dash into
emotionally brutal scenes like “Captain
America.” At times, this quick rotation will
make the movie feel awkward and clunky
to those familiar with Marvel movies.

What doesn’t feel odd is the CGI. The
special effects are really one of the high-
lights of this movie. When Captain Marvel
lets her powers unleash for the first time,
all of it comes out of a standard of excel-
lence from Marvel Studios.

In summary, this movie has it’s ups and
downs. The sub plots are more interesting
than the main one. The supporting charac-
ters hit the ball harder and stronger than
the main protagonist. Comedy is present

to balance to the drama, but it just doesn’t |

execute very well.

While this is a pivotal movie to see if
you are a long time fan of the Marvel Cin-
eln?tic Universe, Captain Marvel will play
an important role in the upcoming “Aveng-
ers: Endgame” movie. Expect it to be a lit-
tle less than marvelous.

BY: GEORGE BURKERT

On Wednesday, March 20, the Disney/Fox
merger was officially completed. Costing
$71.3 billion and considered the biggest
film deal in history, Disney now owns as-
sets held by 21st Century Fox.

The deal has lowered the number of
big movie studios to five. Besides Disney,
there is still Sony, Warner Bros., Universal,
and Paramount.

One of the franchises owned by Fox
that Disney will now have is the “X-Men”
series. Marvel Studios, also owned by
Disney, will now be able to integrate the
X-Men into the “Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse.”

Fox will still release their upcoming
“X-Men” film “Dark Phoenix” this sum-
mer with the cast that has been around
since “X-Men: First Class,” but it will
most likely be the last “X-Men” mov-
ie with them. Fox is also likely going to
release another completed “X-Men” film
“New Mutants” in August.

It has been confirmed that the only
“X-Men” property not being recast or re-
booted as of now is the “Deadpool” series,
which has become popular in the last few
years. Ryan Reynolds currently plays the
Merc with a Mouth and has expressed
excitement in the deal, posting Deadpool
coming to Disney jokes on his social me-
dia.

This is a reassurance to the fans, who
were worried that deal would mean Reyn-
olds would no longer play Deadpool and

bisney/Fox

Disney Continues to Grow and Gain More Franchises

the “Deadpool” movies would no longer
be R rated due to Disney’s family-friendly
image. Disney CEO Bob Igor and Presi-
dent of Marvel Studios Kevin Feige have
actually expressed excitement in continu-
ing to make R rated “Deadpool” movies.

An “X-Men” film that will have an
unknown future is “Gambit,” which was
supposed to be a solo movie on the X-Men
character Gambit. “Gambit” has been in
development for years and was going to
star Channing Tatum as the title character,
but it is looking promising.

Another Marvel franchise Disney and
Marvel Studios will have access to are
the “Fantastic Four.” Unlike the “X-Men”
series that has been mostly well received
and successful at the box office, the “Fan-
tastic Four” movies have been negatively
received and have not done well at the box
office.

Fans will be excited both franchis-
es might eventually appear in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe. For Fantastic Four
fans, they may finally get a good ““Fantastic
Four” movie.

A Fox franchise growing that will now
be owned by Disney is the Avatar fran-
chise. “Avatar” is the highest grossing film
of all-time and is scheduled to have many
sequels in the upcoming years.

It shouldn’t be a problem for Disney,
who already has an Avatar section in their
Walt Disney World park, Disney’s Animal
Kingdom. Also, with how successful “*Av-
atar” was when it came out, Disney will

0

most likely welcome more “Avatar” mov-
ies, making a lot of box office money with
the Marvel Cinematic Universe and “Star
Wars.”

Fox’s animation studio, Blue Sky Stu-
dio, known for animated movies like “Ice
Age” and “The Peanuts Movie,” is still
around, but it’s unknown what their plans
are or how much longer they are going to
be around. Disney already has two anima-
tion studios with Disney Animation and
Pixar that are more popular and well liked.

Another Fox franchise fans might be
concerned about is the “Alien” franchise.
The “Alien” movies have been known for
being R rated science fiction horror movies
that aren’t for kids, but like “Deadpool,” it
might stay the same.

The deal will have no effect on Fox
Corps. Fox Corps currently owns Fox
Sports, Fox News, and Fox TV Network.

Disney, which owned a 30 percent
stake in Hulu before the merger, will now

o A e it
Deadpool will continue 1o have movi

v despite concern,
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have Fox’s 30 percent stake. It's unknown
if any 21 Century Fox movies and shows
that came out before the merger will appear
on Disney’s upcoming streaming service,
which is predicted to give other streaming
services like Netflix competition.

The downside of the merger is Fox will
be laying off many employees. According
to IGN, the least amount of employees los-
ing their jobs is 4,000, but possibly 5,000
to 10,000 over a long period of time.

According to Deadline, Fox Domes-
tic Distribution president Chris Aronson
is among the first to go. Aronson played a
key role in many successful Fox movies in
the last 10 years like ““Avatar,” the reboot-
ed “Planet of the Apes” movies and “Bohe-
mian Rhapsody.”

Despite the downsides and concerns
for some franchises owned by Fox, it will
be exciting to see what new direction Dis-
ney and Fox will go in.
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the Streets to a Penthouse

“Pretty Woman: The Musical” Details a Different Type of Love Story

BY: BROOKE PRICE

Vivian Ward works on the streets of Hol-
lywood as a prostitute, trying to make her
ends meet. One day, she meets the rich and
lonely Edward Lewis craving affection and
emotional connection, in contrast to the
typical services Vivian offers.

Edward pays Vivian for a week to be
his escort and she stays at his penthouse
with him. There, she learns proper eti-
quette and how to dress modestly.

She undergoes a transformation as she
makes herself an educated and well-round-
ed person. She also develops a relationship
with Edward, unlike her past clients.

As a prostitute, Vivian never kisses her
clients on the mouth because she is afraid
of relationships and commitment.

When she is with Edward, she is hesi-
tant to be in a relationship with him at first.
However, as the days go by, their relation-
ship grows and Vivian begins to fall in
love, a feeling she rarely has.

Their relationship grows and Vivian
learns that there is more in the world that
she can learn from.

She finds someone who genuinely
cares about her and treats her right, unlike
clients who used her body.

Now, the original film, “Pretty Wom-
an” which starred Julia Roberts and Rich-
ard Gere has become a musical on Broad-

way.

On August 16th, the Nederlander The-
atre held its first show of “Pretty Woman:
the Musical.” The musical stars Samantha
Barks and Andy Karl as Vivian and Ed-
ward.

Samantha Barks plays the rebellious
and kind-hearted Vivian. Andy Karl plays
the wealthy Edward, who pays for Vivian
to escort him to social and business func-
tions for a week.

Barks previously played Eponine
in the 2012 film “Les Misérables.” Karl
had played Phil Connors in the musical
“Groundhog Day” and Rocky Balboa in
“Rocky the Musical.”

Banks had spoken with Vanity Fair
about playing Vivian, a role that was
played by Julia Roberts; “I'm trying to be
true to the character—and trying to remove
the pressure of Roberts, who obviously is
so well loved for this performance, you
have to try to do your own thing and use
your own instincts to read the character
like you’re reading the script for the first
time.”

Unlike the film, the musical doesn’t
include the iconic car scene, where Vivi-
an shows Edward how to drive his manual
Lotus Esprit.

The play does include the scene where
Vivian gets all dressed up in the iconic red

dress for Edward.

Another popular scene is when Vivian
goes to the opera with Edward. The irony
of this scene is that the opera they see, “La
Traviata,” is about a prostitute that falls in
love with a wealthier man.

Jerry Mitchell directed “Pretty Wom-
an: The Musical” as well as the choreog-
raphy. The music and lyrics for the musi-
cal is composed by Bryan Adams and Jim
Vallance.

Garry Marshalil and J. F. Lawton wrote
the book “Pretty Woman.” Lawton wrote
the screenplay and Marshall was the direc-
tor for the 1990 film ‘“Pretty Woman.”

Julia Roberts who played Vivian in the

The cast of "zlty Woman: the Musical” brings to life the renowned film.

Photo Credit: PrettyWomanTheMusical.com

film saw the musical. In an interview with
Entertainment Weekly, she discussed how
she felt seeing the play after Marshall’s
passing; “I was overjoyed for the cast be-
cause 1 think they did a really lovely job
but 1 did leave there with such a bitter-
sweet feeling in my heart. I missed Garry
so much.”

“I Can’t Go Back” is a popular song
from the musical. Vivian sings this song
when she realizes that she has found her-
self, changed for the better and doesn’t
want to go back to a life of prostitution.

This musical will be sure to retell the
classic heartwarming and feel good tale
that we adored from the original film.
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BY: VALERIE GONZALEZ

As we all know and most likely have heard,
Facebook is trying a new policy that doesn’t
allow content supporting hate speech
(more like content that supports white na-
tionalism and white separatism), but hope-
fully by the end of the year just hate.

This new policy has grown into Face-
book’s plan for a long time after realizing
that the rates of discrimination and vio-
lence online have increased in the past five
years.

“Companies, along with governments,
have a responsibility to make digital spaces
safer for everyone” But the wakeup call for
Facebook was after an attack in New Zea-
land on March 15th that was broadcasted
live on Facebook.

What's going to happen to our posts
on Facebook and Instagram? Well based
in many factors like, provoking violence
or induce attacks to religions and politi-
cal opinions and or anything that violates
“fakebook’s” community standards your
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Twitter should follow Facebook s lead in denouncing hate speech.

say Bye Hate

Twitter Honey, What About You?

posts can be deleted and depending on our
past behavior you could be banned from
both platforms- Instagram and Facebook.

Plenty of white nationalist groups
spreading hate speech have been perma-
nently banned from both platforms, but
anyone supporting and representing white
nationalism has and will be banned, too.

Facebook is also banning every single
person who has previously violated the
new community standards from the plat-
forms, as well as improving software to
quickly identify edited versions of violent
videos or images to prevent them from be-
ing shared and posted from now on.

Thank you Facebook for starting this
amazing wave of love and support rather
than hate and violence as we've had over
the past years.

The importance of this is huge. With all
the misinformation memes and campaigns
that have been posted on Facebook and
Instagram, there have been tons of misun-
derstandings and social conflicts in every
single city and or country that has access to
both platforms.

On top of that, the youngest gener-
ations have access to this horrible and
manipulative posts with just one click, al-
lowing them to represent and support hate
speech.

What can we do? Be aware that more
than 50% of what you see on Instagram
and Facebook is edited and will and has the
purpose to cause an impact on you, also
everyones more than welcome to report
every hate speech and or related accounts
to help Instagram and Facebook to identify
them faster.

As the hate speech increases and the
two biggest online platforms try to fight
it, I couldn’t ignore the fact that we are in
a constant “tweet war” with our president
and representatives. Twitter has become
a platform not just to make their voices
heard, but to also spread hate into our soci-
ety on a daily basis.

Either you support him or not, we all
know that Mr. President Donald Trump
has been abusing of the freedom of speech
online. He has always been a recognizable
figure for what he has tweeted or retweeted,
and Twitter has not changed or announced
new community standards of posting and
or a way to ban this kind of hate speech.

The POTUS should and must have reg-
ulations of what and how to post in social
media, as well as every single user.

Twitter honey, when is it your turn to
change this war and violence era to a loving
and supporting one?

Is an Open-Curriculum Worth it?
The Benefits of an Open-Curriculum

BY: MAXWELL VELIKODNY

College is meant to be a time of discovery,
learning, enjoyment, and development.
It is also perhaps one of the most critical
years of our lives because our choices of
study essentially dictate our future career
paths—although not always.

The majors and minors students
choose in college often coincide with their
career path. For instance, future doctors
may major in Biology or Chemistry, while
future accountants major in Accounting or
Business. Some careers do not necessarily
have a major that is recommended, a field
being law.

Law schools accept students that have
unique fields of study because the law has a
broad scope. Law schools also believe that
law is meant to be taught in Law school.
Thus, majoring in legal studies would not
be as impressive as majoring in something
unique or pertains to law, like Political Sci-
ence.

Nonetheless, most fields of studies re-
quire courses or require the student to ma-
jor or at least minor in something relevant.
As a result, the student is constricted with
their major requirements.

The issue here is that students are at
times constrained from pursuing courses
that interest them, stunting their growth
as individuals. Is there a solution to such
a predicament?

The short answer is yes. Some selec-
tive schools here in the United States have

adopted a unique system that allows stu-
dents to choose what they want to study
without constraining them with arbitrary
requirements called an Open-Curriculum.

Take Brown University as an example.
Brown is an Ivy League Institution that has
been around since 1764 and is one of the
most selective colleges in America. Brown
offers an Open-Curriculum that is looked
upon favorably by its students and Alumni.

“Brown’s Open Curriculum is based
on three principles. The first is that stu-
dents ought to take an active role in their
education by assuming responsibility for
the direction of their learning. Secondly, an
undergraduate education is seen as a pro-
cess of individual and intellectual develop-
ment, rather than simply a way to transmit
a set body of information. Finally, the cur-
riculum should encourage individuality,
experimentation, and the integration and
synthesis of different disciplines” (Brown
University).”

An Open-Curriculum allows students
to take classes in fields that interest them
that are not related to their major. Instead
of having majors, Brown has concentra-
tions. These concentrations give students
the freedom of taking any class that re-
volves around the field of study they are
interested in.

For example, a student studying Bi-
ology can skip a BIO 170 course and go
straight to BIO 180 if they think they are
ready or are more interested in it. The col-

lege would essentially give the student to-
tal freedom on their education.

Students would no longer feel bogged
down on classes that are not relevant to
their majors like an English major taking
Biology or a Math major taking a Shake-
speare Literature class. Instead, students
would be open to pursuing what they be-
lieve is beneficial to them, regardless of
what the college recommends.

An open-curriculum can also allow
students the opportunity to research in
different fields no matter the major/con-
centration. The ability to enrich oneself in
learning would be intensified.

The CUNY College of Staten Island,
like most other colleges in the United
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A photograph of Riggs Library at Georgetown University. Open-Curriculum can allow Jfor independent
research of any kind no matter what major.

States, has a Core-Curriculum.

“Schools that have a core curriculum
require students to take certain classes
regardless of their major or school with a
college or university. A core curriculum
differs from distribution requirements,
which mean students must take a certain
number of courses in a department or
designation, such as four math or science
courses” (College Vine).

Implementing an Open-Curriculum in
the College of Staten Island would prove
to be very beneficial to students. Core-Cur-
riculums constrict student growth and
learning whereas Open-Curriculums advo-
cate for student self-discovery and learn-
ing.

“loser

BY: RACHAEL GATH

It's comes down to when well be having
sex, how much sex are we having, or none
at all.

Non-virgins seek relationships most-
ly for intimacy, love, and sensuality. They
won't be in a relationship knowing they
wouldn't have sex at all. Relationships are
all about having that certain connection
with a special person.

However, for non-virgins it isn’t always
about staying with one person only. It can
go as far as having open relationships, one
night stands, and friends with benefits.

Open relationships are about having a
sexual encounter with your partner as well
with others. Open relationships are com-
mon because people like to explore more
experiences with different people. Accord-
ing to Hollywoodlife.com, Hollywood ce-
lebrity stars Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt
have been in an open relationship before.

One night stands are defined as hav-
ing a sexual encounter with someone a
person has just met. Normally, when one
is in a relationship and both partners get
into a fight, and one of them usually gives
into having a one night stand with some-
one they meet in a bar or a club and has sex
with that person, although it means noth-
ing to them.

When one is at a club, they usually look
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for somebody to have a good time with
and try to hook up with them and that en-
counter usually turns out to be a one night
stand.

_Friends with benefits are about two

A guy cauall Iy leading a girl to his house to have sex.

people who are just looking to have sex and
nothing more than that. They don’t want
to be in a relationship nor do they want to
express their feelings for one another. For
example, the movies, “Friends with Ben-
efits” and “No Strings Attached” are great
examples that show what friends with ben-
efits actually means.

Most virgins want to be in a relation-
ship, but sex is not there only goal. Some
virgins wait for marriage to have sex while

relationships but do not have sexual en-

others do not. Some virgins don’t feel it’s
their time to have sex yet because they
don’t feel they're mentally ready for it yet.

Asexual couples are people who are in

counters with one another. They are not
attracted to anyone sexually. They can bein
a relationship, as long as there is no sexual
intimacy.

A married couple are two partners
who have become committed to one an-
other with a through a religious ceremony.
Although most marriages are successful,
some are not because they don't feel the
same connection they once had with that
person.

This is due to one person realizing that
they their sexlife with that person just isn’t
the same anymore and the relationship has
become unfulfilling.

Communication helps a person talk
about their problems so that people can be
there for each other. Out of all the things
you could be apart of, such as friends with
benefits, one night stands, open relation-
ships, communicating what a person de-
sires and needs is key.

Besides sexual activities, one can do
fun activities with their partner such as go-
ing to the movies, the beach, or even going
on a dinner date. They can even go on road
trips and travel to new exciting places to-
gether. By doing these activities, a couple
can get to know each other by learning new
things about one another and developing a
spiritual connection.

Generally, relationships can be boring
if there is no sexual interaction going on.
Sometimes, one of the partners in a rela-
tionship pressures the other into having
sex when they don’t want to. Also, relation-
ships can go on without sexual intercourse
if both sides are in agreement that not hav-
ing sex is something they both want.

Overall, there are plenty of options out
there and a relationship to satisfy almost
anyone is possible.

utual and Ego-less Peacoc]

ng on a First Date

Connecting Through the Individualism of Outrageous Apparel

BY: SUMMER MARTINEZ

The dating game evolves generation after
generation, but one thing has always re-
mained the same—we generally tend to
conform to dressing a certain way, a way
in which we deem our date will likely find
attractive.

The style clichés of the general pop-
ulation of millennials, for both men and
women, are that we either dress sexy for
a date or lean casual, or, more likely, some
combination of both. What we don’t do is
go out in outfits that may shock our dates.
Why would we?

When dating, what we’re aiming for
is a mutual connection, and this hope for
connection can be largely hindered if’ we
startle someone away with a daring outfit
before even saying, “Hi!™ This is the gen-
eral consensus.

But what if we challenged it? | propose
that everyone should, at least once, make
arrangements with a date to co-dress out-
rageously, as you meet for the first time.

This proposal works best with blind
dates or meeting someone in person who
you've only previously visually seen
through dating apps.

In dressing outrageously, you may be
surprised to find the ways in which it can
be beneficial. If both parties are willing to
take on this daring-outfit experience, it can
ease tension by eliminating expectations
and even be the perfect conversation start-
er.

Most importantly, it can be a bold ex-
pression of yourself and of your date as
you avoid being pressed by social dress-
code standards. Outrageousness isn’t
quantifiable.

mating purposes.

Go at your own pace! Dressing in
avant-garde apparel doesn’t mean you
have to wear, for instance, a fruit head-
dress. You don’t have to omit comfort or
your own personal style in place of dress-
ing differently than usual.

The point of this playful experiment
is to dress without traditional limits, to be
saucy and silly, comfy and edgy, or what-
ever other mix of styles you come across.

If you don’t know where to begin, 1
encourage that in opposition of traditional
harmonies, you seek to create some other
sort of balance in which pieces you choose,
whether its through pairing complimentary
tabrics, implementing a theme, or other
modes of stylistic symmetry.

If you want to chat with your date prior
to meeting up in the efforts to coordinate
and/or be somewhat on the same page for
the outhit idea, go for it!

You might not want to wear a 19th
century inspired transparent ruffle-sleeved
blouse, while your date shows up in a satin
gold gown and grunge boots. [n fact, it can
be a healthy choice to pre-chat about what
you and your date might wear.

This could make for an honest and
light-hearted conversation as you speak

about your stylistic interests, especially if

you’re both into fashion and/or each have

your own flair in the ways you dress.
Meeting up in this avant-garde way

naturally expresses vulnerability and inti-

macy in that no one else is in on it except
you and your date. You'd be sharing the
same experience, just the two of you. If
onlookers stare at you in curiosity or dis-
approval, it can serve as a push in devel-
oping a bond and connection between you
and your date.

People experience enough critique and
anxiety as it is, let’s reduce it for a day as
you meet your prospective lover boy or gal
and actively co-encourage and co-explore
each other’s individuality.

If you’re willing to give outrageous-
ness a try, release skepticism. You should
have as much fun with it as possible! It’s a
great immediate test of compatibility.

If all goes wrong, and your date makes
fun of your outfit choices, then screw
em’. For whatever ridicule they could
give, it would show their lack of ability to
have a good time and demonstrates their
close-mindedness. You can at least say
you were adventurous for a day and would
have a story to tell.

Seek and present boldness, intimacy,
and creativity in the ultimate exploration
of yourself. It is good to also find this in the
company of your date. You should wear
side-fringed cowboy-esque pants with a
white tee and neon bandana, or whatever
else you outrageously please.

Besides, in fun and chance, you and
your date might be smooching by the end
of it all! Play well and strut your stuff?
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BY: DANNY CACACE

The New York Knicks have just been
served their 60th loss of the season by the
Los Angeles Clippers, and cannot wait for
this season to be already over.

The Knicks have been searching for
some type of positivity for the past few
seasons now and just cannot seem to find
that beacon of hope. Yet the NBA Draft
Lottery is coming up, and it looks like the
Knicks have a chance at potentially hav-
ing the #1 pick and getting the player that
has been getting a lot of attention in sports
media.

Zion Williamson who is playing for
right now The Duke Blue Devils men’s
basketball team has taken the sports me-
dia’s notice and let them know he deserves
to be the number one pick in the NBA
Draft. This is where the Knicks have to
hope for that the lottery balls to go in their
favor this time around to hope they get the
number one pick in the NBA draft.

However, the 2019 NBA Draft has
changed its rules for how it will work this
season. The top three worst teams the reg-
ular-season all have the same chance at
getting the number one pick which would
be 14%. It used to be the worst team in the
regular season had a 25% chance at the
number one pick, the second had a 19.9%
chance, and the third had a 15.6% chance
at it.

At least, this gives the three worst

teams in the regular-season the same
chance at obtaining the number one pick.

Yet, that is not what the Knicks want,
since they need a potential NBA star player
to draw in players to come to their team in
free agency.

tially number one in the NBA Drafi.

Luckily for the Knicks, the draft is ex-
pected to be filled with tons of players with
potential soaring through the roofs such as
college basketball stars like R.J. Barrett
who just hit the game-winner for Duke last
night against the UCF Knights and another
star like Ja Morant who is projected to be
the third pick in the NBA Draft.
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Here is Zion Williamson flexing off his biceps while smiling as he

ny worse
n the NBA Draft Lottery

The NBA free agency market is also
going to be filled with tons of talent this
year with stars like Kevin Durant, Kyrie Ir-
ving, and Jimmy Butler who will all be free
agents this year. Certainly, the Knicks have
their eye on all of them and all the other
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patiently waits to be called up poten-

talent, but its up to the players if they are
willing to negotiate a contract with them.
The Knicks have two max contract
slots open which means they have a chance
at obtaining two NBA star players and can
give them contracts worth the maximum
amount of money they can receive along
with having a chance at the number one

A

pick in the NBA draft this year.

One might say, “Well, what happens if
the odds do not go in the Knicks favor of
getting the kind of team they want?”.

Well, the Knicks still got some pretty
young talented player with the likes of an
Emmanuel Mudiay who had a great game
last night against the Clippers where he
posted 26 points against them, and Mitch-
ell Robinson who has been their young
shot-blocking leading rookie.

There are other young gifted talent
on this team where the Knicks can build
a bright future around. These include the
core group of guys along with whoever
they get in the NBA draft and free agency.

However, the Knicks have to have
hope and aim high this off-season, or else
it can be another disastrous season ahead.

“The first few minutes | just told them
to wake the hell up,” the Knicks Coach Da-
vid Fizdale said in last night’s loss against
the Clippers, as his team allowed them to
have the game’s first 8 points. “We were
still in bed those first couple of minutes.
And then the final four, we really had four
defensive breakdowns and they capitalized
on each one of them.”

Well, the Knicks facing defensive
breakdowns is nothing unusual, but only
time will tell if they can get the team they
desire and become the an offensive pow-
erhouse.

BY: KENNY VELEZ

Last year, the New York Yankees got elim-
inated in the American League Division
Series by the eventual World Series Cham-
pion Boston Red Sox.

This year, the Yankees have a new look
and aspirations to win the AL East.

But at the same time, they are dealing
with several injuries at the onset of their
season.

Luis Severino will be out until May
with right rotator cuff inflammation.

It is more a precaution than anything,
to avoid anything more serious like Tom-
my John surgery. Aaron Hicks is going to
be out until April with a lower back injury.

CC Sabathia, who will retire at the end
of this season, is currently dealing with a
degenerative condition in his right knee.
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Can the Yankees get it together this season?
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When he returns, he will not start
right away because he has been suspended
for five games due to hitting a Tampa Bay
Rays better.

Dellin Betances is dealing with right
shoulder impingement, but could be back
soon.

Didi Gregorius had Tommy John Sur-
gery in the off-season, and will be out until
at least June. These are among the in-
juries that the team are dealing with head-
ing into the season. )

Their 2019 season begins at home
against the Baltimore Orioles.

Masahiro Tanaka was the opening day
starting pitcher for the Yankees.

The starting lineup for opening day
consisted of center fielder Brett Gardner,
right fielder Aaron Judge, left fielder Gi-

ancarlo Stanton, Designated Hitter Luke
Voit, third baseman Miguel Andujar,
catcher Gary Sanchez, first baseman Greg
Bird, second baseman Gleyber Torres and
shortstop Troy Tulowitzki.

Another position player on the Open-
ing Day roster is DJ LeMahieu, a new edi-
tion to the team who played for the Colora-
do Rockies last season.

The Yankees got him through free
agency during the off-season.

The Yankees won the first game against
the Orioles, but after the off day on Friday,
they lost the next two games against them.

Not a good sign, as last year they went
12-7 against the Orioles.

In contrast, the Red Sox went 16-3
against the Orioles last season.

The Yankees finished 8 games behind
the Red Sox in the American League East
in 2018.

If they had won more games against
the Orioles and other last place teams, they
could have won the division.

Relief pitchers on the Opening Day
roster include Aroldis Chapman, Chad
Green and Jonathan Holder.

Among the off-season moves they
made was the signing of Tulowitzki.

He missed all of 2018 after having sur-
gery on both his heels.

The Toronto Blue Jays released him
in December, and it was assumed that he

would never play in the Major Leagues
again.

But to his credit, Tulowitzki worked
hard to make a return to the baseball after
having last played two years ago.

One of the players who left the Yan-
kees during the off-season is Andrew Mec-
Cutchen, who signed a three year deal with
the Philadelphia Phillies.

Another is Neil Walker, who signed
with the Miami Marlins.

The Yankees’ top prospect from last
year, Justus Sheffield, was traded to the
Seattle Mariners along with Dom Thomp-
son-Williams and Erik Swanson for start-
ing pitcher James Paxton.

Paxton is among the members of the
starting rotation to begin the regular sea-
son.

The others being Tanaka and J.A.
Happ.

After the opening series, Giancarlo
Stanton and Miguel Andujar were both
placed on the 10-day injured list.

Stanton with a left biceps strain, and
Andujar with a right shoulder strain.

Andujar’s injury could potentially be
serious and require surgery.

The Yankees have the pieces that they
need in order to win, but they all need to
come together and actually win games
before they can think about getting to a
World Series.



