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ground:;*The  Houston-based
Transcoptinental Gas Pipeline
Ca. operates the pipeline, which
supplie§ Brooklyn Union Gas. The
bomb was placed on the ground
near a“truck-sized steel frame
used in trench work for a sewer
installation project on Willow-
brook Road.

‘At a police press briefing last
night in Manhattan, Police Com-
missioner : Howard Safir de-
scribed the device as primitive,
something out of “Basic Bomb
10"

He said detectives have a
“nymber of leads” in the case. He
refused.to discuss a possible mo-
tiwe, g

Policehave no formal suspects,
but'told the Advance they are re-
viewing a bizarre Dec. 7 incident
at the Young Israel temple. Dur-
ing the incident, an apparently de-
ranged man disrupted the Satur-
day service, claiming he is God.
According to witnesses and po-
lige heglg&) made references to
passessing; fertilizer, a bomb-
making material _and to “hlow.
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Still, police took no chances,

From the time the device was
discovered at 6:58 a.m., authori-
ties regarded the object as a real
bomb and worked to prevent a
possible catastrophe.

Initially 40 homes on Willow-
brook Road and Crafton and.;
Woolley avenues were evacuat- :
ed. A few hours later, police ex-
panded the safety perimeter and,
evacuated another 80 homes,".
spilling scores of residents into -
the streets. X Y

More than 900 students at PS=
94 were ushered out of the Wil:
lowbrook Road school and bused .
to Susan Wagner High School for
the day. Young Israel and the
Elizabeth Connelly SIDDSO cen-
ter were closed. ;

Police ordered emergency per-

. sonnel and a“growing crush of .

journalists, in the area to refrdin
from " using two-way °radios;
guarding against the threat of the
device being activated by a ra-;

“dio signal.®" ¥ EF 4

About 75 cops
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able to shut the pipeline down.

The gas — which is not lique-
fied — is normally transported
at up to 600 pounds per square
inch, said Transcontinental
spokesman Chris Stockton. After
learning of the threat, officials
bled the pressure ‘down to 60
pounds per square inch before re-
leasing the remaining gas into
the air along an 8-mile-long sec-
tion of pipe.

Stockton said the gas made a
loud noise and had a foul odor as
it was released, but that it posed
no danger. He could not say how
much gas was let go.

The company opened the
pipeline again yesterday after-
noon. The interruption had no ef-
fect on consumers. -

The gas main runs across the
Island from New Jersey to Brook-
lyn. 1t is considered a “lateral”,
pipe that branches out from d ma-
jor gas line in New Jersey thdt
originates in Texas, Stockton said.

Another pipeline several blocks
away that carries jet fuel from



