TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 1996  Staten Jaland Aduanee

s e

ﬁi“ " "
emembering Willowbrook

o . Through good

o2

f hen Sen. Robert F. Kennedy visit-
ed Willowbrook State School in

- 1965 and described it as bordering

) dély s and bad’ on a snake pit, Norma Allison
s . s : couldn’t help but be hurt.
. a patient’s Wl She was doing the best she could
P 1/ taking care of mentally retarded adults in Build-
S Smite ing 27 on the sprawling campus. It seemed she
: . was constantly changing their diapers, feedin
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or bathing them. They couldn’t talk, so she taught
. herself to read their faces, to speak to them
worthbwbhile with gestures and her eyes. They were like chil-

dren, many
with physical
disabilities in

' addition to
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tor’s charac-
terization of
- Willowbrook
‘somewhat -
personally. el X Zia
She had heard i ADVANCE PHOTO B JAN SOMMA

IS)?; e caotilo(ﬂf Norma Allison worked for more than 36 years

tions in other &t Willowbrook State School and the facilities

buildings, and ., thal succeeded it R
'she knew Her AR o i PO LR e g A
ownwasover-  were open to the vast improvements that grew
crowded and out of public criticism.
understaffed,  After giving more than 36 years in direct care
but she took at Willowbrook and the facilities that succeed-
pride in her edit,55-year-old Norma Allison of West Brighton
work and she retired earlier this month and recently spoke to
" ADVANCEFILEPHOTO cared about the Advance about all that she witnessed at one
of the nation’s most notorious institutions.

She reflected not on Willowbrook’s painful

Instructors assist - .. - th% Patieélts-t-- ) : " £
Willowbrook residents ennedy stopped by around supper time on |
in play therapy in 1975. September evening in 1965. Though it was a sur- past, but on all the people she worked with and
prise inspection, “We were told he was looking who cared deeply about the clients and were ea-
for a place for his sister,” Ms. Allison said. ger to learn better ways to administer that care.

Kennedy's sister, Rosemary Kennedy, was born - She is proud to be part of Willowbrook’s legacy
- with mental retardation. of change.

But if Ms. Allison and some of her colleagues
felt wrongly accused by the negative publicity

that ensued over the following years, they also PLEASE SEE WILLOWBROOK, PAGE A 15




