and Susan Castellano, 21, prefer to
decorate their space with pictures
of their families. Personal items
are scattered through 20-year-old
Joyce Scimeca’s room, high-
lighted by her VCR and collection
of soap-opera tapes.

The men’s rooms are filled with _

medals and trophies from sport-

ing events, photos and other per- .

sonal items.

As the residents come home 'm!

the afternoon from their jobs and
school, they check the list of
chores to see who has to help the
staff prepare dinner, and who
must set the table, do the laundry

or perform other household tasks. -

The 24-hour staff maintains the
household schedules, does the food
shopping and the majority of the
cooking, and helps shuttle the
housemates around the Island.
They are also there to provide
support and instruction to the res-
idents, many of whom are living
away from their parents or others
who cared for them, for the first
time.

Anthony said he has learned
how to do things for himself since
the house opened in March. “I was
lazy when I lived at home,” he
said.

Samantha said she likes the
company her housemates provide.
Her brother and sister no longer
live with her parents, and it was
lonely at home. There is always
someone around at the commu-

nity residence. “It’s nice, like fam- -

ily,” she said.

. “The housemates have some free
time before their meal, which is
served family-style in the dining
rdom. Lynn is upstairs in her
room, listening to some music.
Jdyce decides to help peel pota-
togs for the evening meal, even
though it isn’t her turn to help
make dinner.

- Stacy Panzica, who celebrated

hér 23rd birthday Friday, said the

thing she misses the most since
moving in is her three cats. Sev-
eral of the other housemates had
pets at their parents’ homes and
would like to have one together.
" ‘Mark Miraldi, 21, doesn’t like

! i

the idea of getting a pet because
he said his new housemates are
enough company for now.

When a staff member calls
them to dinner, the residents
quickly fill the seats around the
table and start serving them-

ves. The chatter around the
table randomly shifts from plans

going to Ithaca for the statewide
Special Olympics over the week-
end. They notice that one house-
mate, John Glotzer, 18, is not
home, and explain that he is at his
job at Waldbaum’s supermarket,
New Springville.

As soon as dinner ends, the
activity begins again. Donald has
to catch a bus and go to work,
Anthony is due at a recreational
program. Melissa wants to go to
the Staten Island Mall to buy her
parents an anniversary present,
and Susan and Lynn decide to join
her for a shopping expedition.
Stacy, Mark and Joyce still have
chores to finish, and Samantha,
tired after a long day, wants to
stay home and rest. Within a few
minutes, the dining room table is
cleared, the dishes are being done
and the housemates are off to
their respective destinations.

They said they enjoy learning
things such as household chores
and money management. Some-
day each would like to have the
chance to live in an even more
independent environment, per-
haps an apartment where they
would be visited weekly by a case
manager, rather than have 24-
hour supervision. :

But that’s down the road: They
still have a lot of learning to do at
their current home. “That’s a big
step,” Stacy said.
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