Bus dispute
forcing many
to miss classes
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The stalemate over city con-

tracts with bus companies that

bring reschool children to spe-
cial education classes has left par-
ents and schools facing 2 host, of
roblems. i
The contract petween the city
Department of Transportation
(DOT) and private bus companies
expired last week. Since Friday,
companies have been unable to
transport children aged 3to 5 to
and from their programs.
Richard Steer, 2 Manhattan at-
torney representing the Pre-
School Transportation Alliance, a
group formed by the private bus
companies, S id the firms have no
contract, and therefore no legal
right to transport the children.
Steer said part of the problem is
caused by 2 state requirement
that the city engage in competi-
tive bidding pefore entering into
any contract. Legislation pending
in Albany would lift that require-
ment in this instance, Steer said,
and allow the pus companies to
resume negotiations with the city.
city DOT officials could not be
reached for comment. Frank
“Sabrino, a spokesman for the city
Board of Education, said his
agency would like to se€ the situa-
tion resolved, put that the con
tracts are the responsibility of
DOT. :
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