“There are plenty of retarded
individuals that are higher fune-
tioning that can stay in the com-
munity, in parents’ homes or with
other family members. There are
even higher functioning ones liv-
ing im apartment settings,”’ she
said. But for her. 36-year-old son,

the only alternative to an institu.

tional setting is a group home.

As parents grow older, they
worty about providing care for
their children after they die. That
is one of the reasons Richard
Montuori will soon be moving into
a group home in Brooklyn.

“We as parents are looking for
something or someplace where
we know he is going to be taken
care of,” said his mother, Mary
Montuori.

“There’s going to be a time
when he is going to outlive us,”
Richard’s father, Carmine, added.

“Our other children are mar-
ried and have their own children
and in that way, they're settled,”
Mrs. Montuori said. “We’d like to
know that Richard is settled, too.”

Richard, 33, lived in the former
Willowbrook State School for
about two years before that infa-
mous institution closed. Although
the agreement between the state
and the families of Willowbrook
residents said the residents would
all move to group homes, there
are some like Richard still living
in large institutions like the
Brooklyn Developmental Center.

The Montuoris said they were

hoping Richard would be placed

in a Staten Island group home so
that he would be near his brother
and sister, who live in South
Beach and Huguenot, respec-'
tively. But since an opening in a
Brooklyn house has become avail-
able, the couple has decided to Jet
Richard try that.

“We wanted to make sure:he
had a place,” Montuori said. -

Parents know that group homes
cannot provide the same sort of
living comditions their children
w:l:l% have if they never moved
away. “You're never going to find
the best, but you can do the best
you can,” Mrs. Panzella said.

“It’s nBo: like holr!rlxe,; Ms. t](lJoull
agreed. But:she pointed out that if
:Egrie,_ verer ,ggandicapped, the liv-
Ing‘eonditions he might experi-
ence at age 21 would probably be
. lesg than what she would provide
“sﬁ?iy“n would be much worse
if he were 21 and living with a
bunch of the guys.”

to be aware of what il‘gogndg on at
. theshome where their chil

Having their chidren live in
group homes does not mean that
parents mo longer have respon-
sibility for them. “You're not giv-
ing up your job as a parent,” Ms.
Coull sai

said. - SRy ¥ ‘
Mrs. Panzella said parents have.

lives, .
-make sure he gets the best care
gn,lble. Even in the best: homnes,
problems arise, and parents have
to:advocite for their children, . ™
- he of the most recurrent prob- .
lems is staffing, Mrs. Panzella
said the people who work in group
homies are often not as attentive
as she would like them to be She~
said parents often complain of
staff members sleeping or watch-
ing television instead of interact:
"ing with the residents.
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