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- Drug treatment chief
vows service growth

By LAURA BRUNO
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

The state’s chief of drug abuse
treatment vowed yesterday to ex-
pand services despite a fiscal
crunch on every level of govern-
ment. ) :
Gov. Mario M. Cuomo's pro-
posed cuts to the state Division of
Substance Abuse Services (DSAS)
will delay the addition of residen-
tial treatment beds, but no exist-
ing beds or major services will be
cut, agency director Arthur Y.
Webb said.

Acknowledging Staten Island's
'record for community opposition
to treatment programs, he called
upon local providers to educate

the community and state lawmak-
ers to limit the public’s veto
power in site selections.

Webb encouraged his host, Col-
lege of Staten Island (CSI) Presi-
dent Dr. Edmond Volpe, to work
with DSAS in developing curric-
ula to train professionals to work
in substance abuse and alcoholism
treatment fields.

The director, who served seven
years as commissioner of the
state Office of Mental Retarda-
tion/Developmental Disabilities
until his present appointment by
the governor nearly a year ago,
led a CSI symposium on “Drugs
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