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division of the Staten Island AIDS
Task Force.

Ann Deinhardt, director of the
Society for Seamen’s Children,
which runs foster-care, day-care
and teen counseling programs,
said Staten Island appeared to
have less demand for social ser-
vices than the rest of the city.
“That can lead to denial that the
problems exist,” she said.

“I really think the people of
Staten Island are Garboesque:
They want to be left alone,” added
Jack Schierenbeck of Camelot
Counseling Centers, a substance-
abuse treatment clinic. “We,
around this table, represent pa-
riah groups. I'm sure with seces-
sion we'd have less congestion at
motor vehicles. We may have bet-
ter public transportation. But I
ddubt we’ll have better drug
treatment or homeless shelters or
deal with problems like this with
a generous hand,” he said.

“Most people came to Staten
Island to get away from these
problems,” he added.

But others, echoing the wide-
spread complaint that Island
needs have historically taken a
back seat to the needs of the four
more populated boroughs, said lo-
cal social services could fare bet-
ter if Staten Island stood on its
own.

“When you're 400,000 people out
of 7 million (people), they don’t see
you. Our problems are overshad-
owed by the size of (New York
City),” said Thomas Tierney, dep-
uty administrator for the Staten
Island Alliance for the Mentally
11l

Tom Naples, president of the
Alliance, speculated that an inde-
pendent Staten Island would have
more money to burn. “We give a
lot of money (to the city), but the
percentage coming back is not
proportionate,” he said.

Jane Ernst, deputy executive
director of the Mission of the
Immaculate Virgin, Mount
Loretto, said she felt that a new
city would allow local service
groups to set a new agenda.

“I really think that it’s an
opportunity, if Staten Island
seizes it, to do some very special
things,” said Ms. Ernst, an Island
native who now lives in New Jer-
sey.

But others said the city offers
certain advantages. Kenneth
Popler, executive director of the
Staten Island Mental Health Soci-
ety, which gets half its funds from
the city and half from the state,
said New York City provided a
national model for the delivery of
social services.

Staten Island would lose the
city’s expertise, he said, if seces-
sion is ultimately approved.

Among facilities the Island cur-
rently lacks but could build if it
sets off on its own, said some
panelists, were a city hospital, a
walk-in medical clinic for chil-
dren under 12 and an acute-care
facility for children needing psy-
chiatric care.

Jo Kelly, executive director of
the Staten Island Teen Pregnancy
Network, said the Island also



lacked adequate youth services.

“In the summer, they're in the
Midland Beach parking lot getting
pregnant,” in part, because they
have nothing else to do, she said.

Ms. Kelly cited teen pregnancy
as an example of a pervasive but
often invisible problem.

“I think many Staten Islanders
de not like to recognize we have
real problems. Perhaps those
needs will not be recognized, and
therefore not supported (under se-
cession),” she said.

At issue for some was the basie
character of Isianders: Would
they want to spend their tax dol-
lars on services for pregnant
teens, building homeless shelters,
counseling people with AIDS and
housing the mentally il1? Among
those who doubted Islanders
would give such services a high
priority were Schierenbeck and
the Rev. Terry Troia, executive
director of Project Hospitality,
which runs services for the
hungry and hemeless. '

Schierenbeck, citing vocal com-
munity opposition to two of Cam-
elot’s facilities, said the “not-in-
my-back yard” attitude did not
bode well for agencies like hisina
City of Staten Island.

" And Ms. Troia worried that

" funds couta ary up 1or what she

called essential, but unpopular,
causes:

“Where’s the political power to
push for the funding? I don’t see
anybody out there ... yelling that
we need more mental health beds
... 1 don’t see communities gath-

ering thousands at a clip saying -

we need residential treatment
centers on Staten Island.”

But Popler said “Staten Island-
ers are not any more afflicted
with the Not In My Back Yard
Syndrome ... We find Staten Is-
landers supportive of mental
health issues compared to other
areas.”

Added Naples: “People care
here because they have a small-

town attitude.”

All but Ms. Troia, who declined
comment. and Jane Ernst, who
can’'t vote here because she lives
in New Jersey, said they would
vote yes in November. But those
interviewed last night said they
would reserve final judgement
until the charter commission re-
leases its results.

Arlene Koeppel, presideni of
the Community Agency for Senior
Citizens, seemed to speak for the
entire group when she said: “I
would vote yes, obviously with the
option to be able to say no later.
My major concern is that social
services is funded ..."

Advance reporter Carl Cam-
panile contributed to this story.

‘Steps to Secession

Before November 6, 1990
. Staten Island is a borough of the
City of New York governed by New York City

Election Day -- November 6, 1990

Referendum on Staten Island Self-Governance (Secession)

If you vote YES

i A study of Staten Island
; self-governance will begin.

Approximately 3 years later after
~+:4ies and public hearings, a
new charter will be written and
two questions will be submitted
for vote:

1.) Do you want to approve
the new charter and secede?

2.) Do you reject the new
charter but wish to keep studying
secession?

BT

on the charter
Staten Island would become the
City of Staten Island, it approved by
the State Legislature and Governor.

If you then vote /
YES

If you vote NO

No study of Staten Island
self-governance will take place
with the possibility of an
independent Staten Island ended

If you vote NO
on the charter,

ot YES

to continue the study,
another charter will be
presented for a vote in six
moriths

-

If you vote NO

Staten Island remains par of
the City of New York. E

ADVANCE GRAPHIC | PENNY WOLFE




- Kenrigth Popler, executive '
" ditector, S.1. Mental Health

v

Sec(ESSIOn

Rev. Terry Troia, director,

" Project Hospitality, on a

potential secession: “What
makes us think when we secede,
that all of a sudden we're

.going to be totally concerned
about the people in Park Hill
X i 114

SBciety: “’l don’t think Staten
Islanders are any more afflicted |
with the Not In My Backyard *
Sindrome . . . We find Staten
Islanders supportive of mental
health issues compared to other
areas.”’

-
L ]

Ronu Solomon director, S.I.
AIDS Task Force “If Staten .x,,r,im
Island were a separate city, it~ ™=

would have the second highest M;
number of people with AIDS in =
any city in New York. Buffalo ' ™
doesn’t offer these services, o
and we have twice as many b
people with AIDS in Staten -

o5

4
i

Island than there are in Buffalo

e e

Thomas Tierney, deputy

. director, S.1. Developmental

Disabilities Services Office:

“When you're 400,000 people %
out of 7 million (people), they '
don’t see you. Our problems are =
overshadowed by the size of :
(New York City)."”

R TR



Jane Ernst, deputy executive,
rector, Mount Loretto: "I
ink that if we don’t do this _
(vote yes in the referendum), .
ye're missing the boat.”

Dorothy Doran, executive i
director, S.1. Center for
lndependent Living: “I feel A
{ that Staten Island has been self
NN sufficient in the past, but - *
4 | . we've lost a lot of that self -
‘ | sufficiency. | think we can
§ regain it and have a better
island.”

Robert Witkowski, director, i1
S.1. Developmental Disabilities.-
Office: “‘l don’t honestly know.
if anyone is in tune (on the v
secession issue) until we get
all the information . . .”

- S o

Jo Kelly, executive director,

Sil. Teen Pregnancy Network: “’i
think many Staten Islanders

do not like to recognize we have
real problems (teen

pregnancy, AIDS, etc.) Perhaps
those needs will not be
recognized, and therefore not
supported (under secession).”




Jack Schierenbeck,
representative, Camelot
Couseling Centers: “Will
(Staten Island under secession)
have more sympathy in its

_heart and money in its budget
| (for social services)? Let’s get -
. serious. There isn’t a chance.”’ -

Arlene Koeppel, president,
Community Agency for Senior
Citizens: "l would vote yes,
obviously with the option to be
‘able to say no later. My major

concern is that social services is
funded .. .”

Tom Npls, president, S.1.

Ann Deinhardt, executive
director, Society for Seamen’s
Children: “‘l wonder if Staten
Island as a separate entity
would see the priority of some
of those (social) services.”

e,

Alliance for the Mentally li:
““You think everything is going
to coliapse with Staten Island
seceding? | think things will
get better with Staten Island
seceding.”’



: Advunce. Editor Les Trautmann, right, and reporter Calrl
Campanile listen to a point during the discussion.

BY ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

* If you want to learn more
about secession and what the
Nov. 6 vote will mean, be at PS
29 tonight for a forum spon-
sored by the Staten Island Ad-
vance and governor’s office.

A panel of state experts will |

be on hand to discuss the topic

and field questions from the

audience. :

The forum will be from 7:30
to 9/p.m. in PS 29, Victory
Boulevard and Slosson Avenue,

; C}gstleton Corners.
“+“The panel consists of former

city Consumer Affairs Com-\

—_—

, Public forum to'nigh pE

missioner Angelo Aponte; Alan
C. Marin, specialjlabor counsel
to the speaker of the Assembly;
Frank Mauro, a former staff
member of the city Charter
Revision Commission and now

" deputy director of the Rocke-
feller Institute, and Evan Da-

vis,, counsel to Gov. Mario
Cuomo. Davis will act as mod-
erator. Tea B

Anyone who wishes to ques-
tion the panel is requested to
register at the auditorium en-
trance and submit their ques-
tion to avoid guplication. ,

]

What: Public
secession forum
Where: PS 29, Victory
Blvd. and Slosson Ave.
When: Tonight, 7:30-

TR

9p.m. §E P
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