benign.” and stressed that they
are not dangerous.

They will be supervised 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
including a team of 5 staffers
during the day and two overnight.

One elderly resident said she
was concerned that the clients
“would wander around the com-
munity. [ fear for the young kids.”

But Welch said that the clients
would be transported by van in
the morning to a school and re-
tarn about 5 p.m. Afterwards, they
would not be allowed off the site.
= Like many area residents, Ed
Kinnin learned about the sale
ffom an anonymous flier distrib-

ed in mailboxes. It stated: “Are
wou aware what is going on in our
Back yard?”
= Finnin said he opposes the plan
Because he believes the facility
gould change the neighborhood
gnd reduce the value of his prop-
erty.
™ “T bought a house in this neigh-
gorhood 20 years ago because I
wnew it was established. I knew
ghat was here,” he said. “I have
qothing against the retarded, but

e biggest investment of my life
® going to be depreciated.”
= Concern extended to the staff-
g of the home.
= “You remember Willowbrook

taten Island Developmental

ter), and what the staff was
IXe there,” said one woman, re-
ealling the facility’s reputation
patient abuse. “We don't want
Beople like that here.”
=m Welch said staffers are care-
Blly selected and trained.
3 Many residents said they were
aot concerned with any safety
Breat from the clients, but rather
#m economic threat from the plac-
wg of a group home in their area.
= But safety concerns were
ent.
!'E?I‘hey say these people have the
®pacity of a 3-year-old,” said one
-

woman. “Well I have a 3-three-
year-old. I can handle him, but I'm
much bigger than he is.”

Staff at Community Board 1
said they have received about 25
calls in the past week from con-
cerned residents. District Man-
ager Joseph Carroll said many
residents oppose the project, one
indicating that the retarded peo-
ple would be shot if they chose to
live there. Some residents were
not opposed to tie project, he said,
and simply called for further in-
formation.

Welch insisted that the pres-
ence of such a facility has never
resulted in reduced property val-
ues.

Residents have also attacked
the plan because they believe the
state will be overpaying for the
site. Welch, however, said a real
estate consultant was hired to
make a fair market appraisal of
the site, including comparisons
with sales of similarly sized
homes.

John Leanza, who has owned
the property for 20 years, said
several neighbors once friendly to
him have turned cold since learn-
ing of the prospective sale. He
said while he understands the
neighborhood concern, he believes
these retarded adults are “loving
and innocent people who will
make good neighbors.”

Although the agency hopes to
sign a contract by October, the
sale must be approved by the
state. State law requires that the
local community board be noti-
fied and have the opportunity to
hold public hearing.
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