4t was back in 1965, a few
wgnths after the Verrazano-Nar-
rows Bridge opened, that Howard
i::n decided to move out of
‘ ugh Park in Brooklyn and
le on Staten Island. Not con-
.tent to move by himself, he and a
‘«f#w other friends — Martin Blush,
gAvery Gross, and Morton Shapiro
"= decided to bring a new Jewish
{ community with them.

+, Zavin, then 40, asked a Staten

ﬁs d friend to look around for
! some buildable land. A tract was
¢found atop Todt Hill, near Ocean
 Terrace and Todt Hill Road. But
ythat deal fell through. Eventually
k found a promising new site in
“af, of Willowbrook that had
1.oncé been known simply as “The

,.! ‘n £ i

% !::xﬁ!dhls fg:nda Pfl?und a
+irio ers, Dom Pugliese,
yArthur Verhey, and Bob Zarelli,
,{_agg them plans for a one-family
‘home: they had seen and asked
them to build about 40 at prices
; g from $27,500 up to $29,750.
‘. They also placed a small ad in
the Jewish press, inviting anyone
whednight be interested in joining
theig. new orthodox Jewish con-
mmn in the wilds of Staten

?m'ugation is born

““Abput 20 families signed on ini-

all of them from older
neighborhoods in Brooklyn,
.Queens, and the Bronx. And
—,Yodg Israel of Staten Island was

- “The old telephone books were
calling that area (Fairview
Heights,'” Zavin said: “I guess
you could say we were the pio-
neers in those days. A new neigh-
' 0d, new homes; and a whole
tew’community.” o
“*Peday, Young Israel has grown
to more than 500 families, con-
g a vibrant, growing pres-
i n Willowbrook. Several
vother Jewish congregations have
1o tYm.mg Israel into the
) y, as well ag’ a number
of | Jewish businesses — a fact
vard, where'a kosher bakery is

sher pizzeria (which itself
to a traditional Italian

Y

down on Victory Boule- |
8l by a'kosher delicatessen

e

sparsely populated community
consisting primarily of winding
streams and swampy wetlands,
the Willowbrook of today sports
. acres of one-family, two-family
and duplex homes, most in, well-
kept developments that sprang up -
. on both sides of the new highway
leading to the Verrazano-Narrows
Bridge. ’

With those new houses have
come a healthy mix of newcomers
and a wide assortment of ethnic
backgrounds.

At PS 54 on Willowbrook Road,
built 20 years ago to accomodate
the post-Bridge influx, principal
Bob Herman proudly exhibits the
many sOuvenirs he’s received
from students after visits to their
native countries.

The gifts include a carved boat
from India, a penholder from Bra-
zil, beads from Yugoslavia, a
yarmulka from a kibbutz in Israe]
and a desk calendar from the
Phillipines. ¢

“We're very unique,” Herman
said, “in that we draw from a
community that has an extremely
diverse background. At one time
we counted people coming from
over 15 different countries.”

This year, the school has begun
providing “English as a second

. language” classes.

Willowbrook’s vitality can also-

be seen down at the Todt Hill-

Westerleigh Public Librar
 branch on Victory Boulevard.
Moved to the Willowbrook area in
1984 from a smaller branch in
Meiers Corners, the library has
quickly become the Island’s busi-
est, and officials are already ask-
ing the city to expand it. '

' want a patking spot.”

Today, Milstein‘thg"‘
in Susan Wagner

C e —

- for a place to start theif families.
“7'ypi¢al is Norwich Street;a smail

dead-end street off Forest Hill
Road. In 1976, the block was home -
to 53 small children, rendering &
backyard birthday parties. intpi+
mini-Woodstocks. i e
Today, said resident Lynn
Santangelo, almost all of the papss:
ents and\their children are still

there. But: those toddlers of 1976
“ar

regare now in their late teens and
20s, and'all p(\them have their own
cars. 1% S

“Somne houses have four or five
cars, now,” “Mrs. Santangelo™
said.“Yeu have to.chance it if you

Similarly,” on' Pilcher Street,”
one block awayi‘only three of {he
original Weweowners hawe
moved, noted Ba

rry Milstein;;
whose toddlers have also grown;
up since he muve g.in 1970. .
e
ghSchool, an- ¢

&

other girl in Oneont:%‘e, and
another daughter who's'a recent
college graduate. e B

Like many residents in the
area, Milstein complains about
the bumper-to-bumpeg! ‘traffic
that is now a twice-a-day t
along Forest Hill Road. =~ %

“It’s almost impossible to leave:
the block at night,” he said. . «"

Indeed, Willowbrook’s rapid
growth has not come without
problems. The community’s prin-
cipal thoroughfares — Willow-
brook Road, Forest Hill Road,
Woolley Avenue — remain little
changed from pre-Bridge days,
their two-lanes ill-equipped to
handle increasing north-south
traffic looking for routes to the
other side of the Island.

Problems of growth

The coming of the College of
Staten Island to land once occu-
pied by Willowbrook State School,
scheduled now for the mid-1990s
at a cost of $235.2 million, will be
an economic boon to the commu-
nity. But it can only exacerbate
Willowbrook’s traffic woes.

Much of the current traffic
through Willowbrook is generated
by the nearby Staten Island Mall,
which has proven both a curse and
a blessing to the community. The

~mall is an attractive convenignce
* for “Willowbrook shoppers, and

In the late 1960s and#*early#*also: proyides employment for

. 1970s, Willowbrook’s new develop-  many of-Willowbrook's' working -

A ments .were & virithJ'spawning =~
* ground for young co 'nles looking
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