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Training for disabled

beglns with celebration

By SHERRY BOSCHERT
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

Staten Island’s first training
program to help the developmen-
tally disabled enter sheltered
workshops was celebrated at a
reception yesterday in Willow-
brook.

With about 80 workshop clients
at work on either side of them,
more than 70 people gathered in
the Association for Children with
Retarded Mental Development
(ACRMD) building, part of the
Elizabeth A. Connelly Resource
Center in Willowbrook.

. Down the hall, 14 clients in the
new training program are learn-
ing the skills needed to move from
the highly-structured classroom
settings of day treatment pro-
grams to greater independence in
the workshops. A behavioral spe-
cialist and a trainer’s aide staff
the program. which opened this
month.
 The non-profit ACRMD began
three similar training programs

at off-Island locations four years
ago, said Panl Oddo, assistant ex-
ecutive director for the citywide
agency.

“There was a great deal of
apprehension” over the idea, he
said. Peopie wondered if including
clients with a lower level of devel-
opment in workshops would hurt
quality control or the ability to
meet deadlines for the contract
work done, such as collating cards
and cosmetics.

But with the goal of helping
clients live more independent and
satisfying lives, the idea was
adopted. So far, said Oddo, 75 of
150 people served in the programs
have successfully entered work-
shops, and two have gone on to
competitive employment outside
the agency.

Arthur Webb, commissioner of
the state Office of Mental Re-
tardation and Developmental Dis-
abilities, congratulated the orga-
nization on its program, as did

ACRMD President Milton Fried-
man.

The appreciative crowd was
most pleased to hear from the
keynote speaker, Assembly-
woman Elizabeth Connelly, a 16-
year veteran of that body and
chairwoman of its Committee on
Mental Health, Mental Retarda-
tion and Developmental Disabil-
ities.

“Hollywood has their Elizabeth,
and we have ours,” said ACRMD
Executive Director Ida Rappa-
port, to the delight of the audi-
ence.

Mrs. Connelly took note of the
facility’s location on the site of the
former Staten Island Develop-
mental Center, which succeeded
the Willowbrook State School af-
ter news accounts exposed over-
crowding and abusive conditions
there in the 1970s

“It’s important that were re-
minded of those days to appreci-
ate how far we've come in the



Admiring products made by worksho

Rappaport and clients Andrea and Elbq,

days of deinstitutionalization of
the developmentally disabled,”
she said.

The ACRMD refurbished the
building, a former residential
unit, to open its workshops there
two years ago. Its clean, blue and
White decor contrasts with an un-

used portion of the same building,
where old furniture sjts piled in a
dingy green room,

Mrs. Connelly said the state’s
remaining 175 acres there, known
as the Richmond Complex, are an
appropriate site for the center
because the grounds were ijn-
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p clients are, from the left, Arthur Y. Webb, Kalyan Patra, Ida

tended to provide asylum — “3
refuge,” she said.

“The Richmond'Complex is
proud to identify itself as Willow-
brook,” Mrs. Connelly said. “The
spectre of the Willowbrook of yes-
terday will be the catalyst of good -
today, and a better tomorrow.”



