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a community residence for people with disabilities
‘2 and they often do. Pick any house on Staten Is-
land, and, if you look hard enough, you can find
reasons why that house shouldn’t be used as a
group home, darn the luck. Oddly enough, it seems
“at with almost every residence that is proposed
s a group home by a social service agency that
works with people — Staten Island people — with
developmental disabilities, residents come up with
a list of reasons — all ostensibly legitimate — for
rejecting the proposal.

Some would like to attribute this to poor plan-
ning on the part of the agencies in selecting sites,
but when it happens in instance after instance, it's
no coincidence. Some of the excuses thrown up by
the residents would be laughable, if they didn’t
serve to mask such fearful, ignorant intentions.

“You stripped us of everything. You ripped out
my heart,” one Greenridge woman screamed at
the Community Board 3 meeting the other night.
Aside from the drama and passion in such a state-
ment, what does it mean? Six mildly retarded
adults living under expert supervision in your
neighborhood “rips out your heart”? Should such
an irrational statement even be taken seriously
for one moment by officials? ot

+ ] finally found the perfect community to raise
“ay children in for 25 years. Now I will be among
trangers and there will be more traffic,” cried an-
other, who moved to the neighborhood two years
“ago. But wasn’t she a stranger among strangers
when she moved in two years ago? Didn’t her fam-
ily and its comings and goings bring more traffic?
Did the neighbors have a right to vote her out? And
what is a “perfect community”? One where every-
one passes an admissions test administered by
other residents according to their prejudices?

The most astonishing excuse of all was seconded
by Community Board 3, which said in its summary
justifying the rejection that the “fundamental goal
of socialization and integration with the commu-
nity will be considerably hampered and perhaps
unachievable due to the very deep-rooted and in-
tense resistance of the community to welcome or
accept the proposed group home.”

* In other words, any neighborhood that can dem-
onstrate a “deep-rooted and intense resistance”
and can persuade the community board that the
group home residents won’t be made welcome can
expect an exemption from Community Board 3? Is
that the precedent the board wants to set? And do
seople in the community really want to live next
door to neighbors who might make living in the
group home somehow dangerous for the residents?
Are those apparently potentially dangerous neigh-

bors somehow less threatening than retarded peo-
ple?
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Keep in mind that our borough requires another
35 to 40 new community residences in the coming
years to care for more than developmental disa-
bled adults —Staten Islanders all — who require
supervision and assistance. And under the New
York State Creating Alternatives in Residential .
Environments and Services program, the money is
th'ere for these homes to be acquired. This is
will come up again and again, and so will the ex-
cuses, :
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William D’Ambrosio, the chairman of the CB 3
Human Resources Committee that recommended
against the plan, praised HeartShare’s “excellent”
record and insisted that the rejection was on the
merits in this case, ang‘ not a policy statement.
“We lgqpe it doesn’t [set a precedent],” he said.
“We’re going to judge each group home on its own
merits. We tried to report exactly what was hap-
pening in this*case. As a group, we advocate for
mental health. This.particular site was not appro-
priate for these clients.”

He insisted also that his board used the same
evaluation criteria used by the state, but added
that it was likely the state agency would overrule

W({Bﬁfifs»recommendation.

Everybody — the community board members,
the residents, the elected officials and the state of-
ficials — knows exactly what's going on here:
Some Islanders don’t want people with develop-
mental disabilities on their block. They may not
want African-Americans or Asians or Latinos or
v\theelchair-bound people in their neighborhoods
either, but they have no legal power to express
such views, let alone influence a community board
to side with them. But the law says that in the case
of group residences for the developmentally disa-
bled, the community board should have an advi-
sory capacity.

In the case of the End Place residence, the com-
munity board was reflecting the wishes of the
neighbors of the proposed residence, but it also en-
dorsed, inadvertently or not, the malevolent delu-
sion that because you paid so much for a house, or
bought in a certain neighborhood or pay taxes, you
can pick and choose your neighbors.



