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“‘A Very Special Place league manager Mike Endress, furthest from the camera, poses with

. keglers, from the left, Ida Washington, Susan Gibbin, Pat Hutchins, Pepe Hodrlguez Willie
: Franco and Emma‘Mae Saunders.

Specml league,

Executive director Genev:eve Benmt and Dep
uty Executive Director Diane Buglioli'are the

atdlﬁe;’ence;foﬁ
developmentally
dlsabled adults-

: g\,%lsrcelebr‘atlng its silver’ anniversary this year."

.developmentally "*disabled+‘were ' being
treated) explained Endress. “They knew of the

need to,bring these adults into the community, and

i k Iipretty much consuier' he

'If you ever happened upon the A' Very Specia

Place bowling . loop Saturday mormngs"at ‘Rab’

« Country: Lanes you ‘would see the name 1s

priate. Y Tk

For all but ! two or three weeks of the year 64 de-%y

been because of Mlke s efforts sald Buglioli. -

t‘velopmentally disabled adults take to the lanes . - rector of the agency;’ who oversees-all of'the dom-*
.»ifor 2% hours of fun under the guidance of Mike munity support and senior services, says Endress
‘Endress. the loop’s manager.

o' ''r——..— . hasbeen a tremendous asset to the agency.
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“Going back'they didn’t like' what'they saw (how

Mlke has been theﬂflrsti and only,,bowhng man- ..
_ pp‘r wager we've'had/so much of ‘what has happened has
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- . The 42-year-old Endress has been
7-in charge of the league for 20 years
- now, and loves showing up for.work
1.;:every Sat ang, e
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- Endress got his start in the field .
out of high:school when he did an
internshipat  Willowbrook State -
School, which later became known
as the Staten&il,sl_and Developmental
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“Aside from being a per:’,
.., Son who has always worked'*
““with" people : with ' disabif-22]
ties, he’s also a fantastj¢'0i|
. bowler,” said Brennick._}‘,‘_}{ew
knows " how to “teach; the™

il

bowlers. He has a gr
He’s

ea
lationship’ with 'them’ He’
"not just a good teacher, but!
he knows how to teach them’
how to. “help themselves, "
They really grew to respect:i:
him and we're really happy
tO have him.‘” s L'y ":-.".-
Brennick  said the .com- ;.
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©"_“One of ‘my. teachers in Port
Richmond.High'_School had left the
profession ,and, became a supervi-

sor out there‘and T kind of had his guidance,” ex-
plained Endress.

Today, Endress has continued his work with the
developmentally disabled, teaching
tion at PS 37:in Great Kills, i.c.;-; - g

It's all parf of ‘the Huguenot residen akeup,™ bg
and he wouldn’t probably trade his responsibilities

for anything in the world.

Which brings us to his dedication to the A Very
Special Place bowling league, a 16-team loop that
has grown from its beginnings at Knotty Pine -
Lanes in Mariners Harbor, '

“I guess around the 10-year stage it grew from
an eight-team league to a 16-team league,” said
Endress, “The basic thing is they're having fun and
enjoying themselves. The competition is there. We
put out standings sheets, ;

“Bowling gives them something to do in their
spare time just like you and me, It keeps their san-
ity, and interests and stimulates them. Some have
tried it and it wasn’t for them, and some have been
here for the 20 years.” o , 7

The league just recently concluded its winter -
schedule and has begun its summer session. -

“We try to get.new people,” said Endress. “I like
to give new people a chance to get involved.”

The loop was once sanctioned — free of charge
— by the Young American Bowling Alliance, but
YABA later imposed a fee, prompting the loop to
venture out on its own. | :

The loop is actually an extension of the non-
profit organization, A Very Special Place, which
serves the developmentally disabled on Staten Is-
land. . ;

“They do the Tele-Ride type of stuff to group
homes and to the agency’s community centers,”
says Endress. :

The organization also provides transportation
for the bowlers to and from Country every Satur-
day. And the bowlers' participation in the loop is
paid for by the organization’s sponsors and mem-
bership fees.
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. Mmunity “services of the -

--agency " enlists peoplej in ||
. therapeutic recreationial ac-; '|
tivities, and bowling i§* ne/. fi

of those. "' i e
“Bowlingis thera

and helps with

peutic because it teaches skills -
their motor coordination,” ex-
Itralso helps’ themsocialize::
ley. arelearningtoigoitaifhelSriackis
things" and purchase things." It =~

' ngs, not just bowling,

teaches them abouit other thi
although they love it *-

Truth is, A Very Special Place’s main goal is to
see- that " these developmentally disabled people -
get into life’s mainstream, relates Endress, and ‘"
into programs that anyone else would sign up forj.-j’; o3
And it seems to be working on the bowling lanes; ** |!
where Endress says three of his teams'have“been ,
included in a summer league at Country Lanes in
the past, and “it has worked out well.? i at
Endress also talks of the Special relationship:h;
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“They  have ‘made us so
years,” said Endress. “Recent]
tor) Rab Wilkinson’s club
tary Club) made a signific 'y
Special Place, which enabled us to get bowling - :
shirts for each of the members this year. - i

~“Also, (Country manager) Naz Laursen has”
played a great role in overseeing us and keeping . !
us organized: And Ray Laursen (the Cohntlyrhouseﬁ}, 5
pro) always makes himself available to:the bowl-""
ers and he himself has made donations ‘over the
years by giving us bowling equipment and tro- by
phies.” ‘ g

If anything, Endress would like to see programs ..
like the ‘A Very Spegcial Place bowling league
geared for children, - - o5
~ “It's more advantageous when
younger age, and there isn't
ways tried to drop hints about it,” he said. “As far . [
as my experience within PS 37, (simulated) bowl-
ing is a popular activity during gym and also for
class trips, so in that regard there has been some
progress.”
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