STATEN ISLAND ADVANCEmTHURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 1988

! ASSOCIATED PRESE
Gov. Maria Cuomo takes a drink of water before starting his
state budget briefing.

$235M included -
in state budget for

new CSl c

By CARL CAMPANILE
ADVANCE ALBANY BUREAU

ALBANY — About $235 million
is included in Gov. Mario M.
Cuomo’s 1988-89 budget for con-
struction of the new College of
Staten Island (CSI) campus in Wil-
lowbrook. :

CSI’s construction funding is
the largest capital project among
City University senior colleges,
according to Cuomo’s 628-page
budget released yesterday.

Another $1.2 million was in-
cluded in the governor’s general
fund for maintaining the Willow-
brook grounds during its transi-
ticn from the former Staten Is-
_%mswa Developmental Center to

The mental health portion of
Cuomo’s budget listed $3 million
in capital construction funds for a
kitchen facility on the Willow-
brook grounds, which will serve
as a food center for New York
City mental health facilities.

Cuomo’s overall $44.2 billion
budget also requested funds for
three staff members to work with

ampus

the Freshwater Wetiands Appeals
Board, a resurrected body that
will rule on property owners’ ap-
peals on the state’s designation of
wetlands on Staten Island and
throughout the state. o

The state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC)
may have more of an impact in
resolving Staten Island’s environ-
mental problems, according td
budget figures. Cuomo proposed
adding 198 positions for enforce-
ment of solid waste regulations,
air and water quality in New York
City, and for hazardous waste
cleanups. ‘ :

Also. Cuomo proposes state tip-
ping fees at the Fresh Kills land-
fill and other garbage dumps
throughout the state. Garbage
haulers also will be charged fees
at garbage incinerators and re-
source recovery plans. The money
would be used to close environ:
mentally unsafe garbage dumps
or for other waste disposal
projects.

A substantial portion of

~



Cuomo’s $118-milliun solid waste
management plan hinges on the
Legis'ature’s passagc of a un-
claimed deposit law on the bottle
industry. Cuomo complained eom-
“E:B are making millions of dol-
ars on unclaimed beverage con-
tainer deposits.

The Republican-controlled Sen-
ate has defeated the bill in previ-
ous years. “Every year our case
gets stronger,” Cuomo said.

Also, $1.6 million is budgeted

. for security improvements, roof

repairs and kitchen rehabilitation -

&t the! Arthur Kill Correctional
Facility. “We have to do more
‘with alternative forms of punish” *
ment,” Cuomo said of prison over-
crowding. ;
Cuomo’'s general $28.4 billion
_budget was a 6.5 percent increase
over last year’s. It totals $44.2
_billion with federal aid included.
;. Aside from his increased em-
P ‘on the environment, mo nr
of the governor’s new budget ini-x

g
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<

tiatives were in education, hous<
5« and social services.

‘We believe the amount and the
objectives of the spending pro-
posed are in the best interest of all
the present and.future members'
of the Family of New York,”
Cuomo said. “It funds the begin-
ning of the ‘Decade of the Child’
and offers the state the promise of
a sound economic future.

“I believe there will be very
little controversy about the prior-
ities we selected,” Cuomo added.
“Certainly there will be conten-

~ tion about what the solid waste
program should he.”

-~

Republicans, including Sen.
John Marchi, R-Ward Hill, Senate
Finance Committee chairman,
said Cuomo’s budget does not of-
fer enough in solving a state, not a
local, garbage crisis.

The governor’s proposed pro-
grams for children included:

® $25 million for the first-year
costs of a statewide voluntary
prekindergarten program. The
goal in five years is to have “uni--
versal” preschool programs
throughout the state for an esti-
mated 240,000 4-year-olds;

@ $325 million in additional aid
for public schools, including an 8
percent increase for the city
Board of Education; it

@$11.9 million” increase forex-
panded Medicaid eligibility to
poor families, including aid to
pregnant women not covered un-
der current guidelines;

@ $17 million in additional
funds for the College Tuiion.As-
sistance Program (TAP)_ and' §22
million in new funcp 7 Ior the
Excellence in Teaching g )

Also listed is $305,uv0 7T
John D. Calandra Italian Ameri-

can Hu..ﬁﬂ:ﬁm in the city, a budget .
initiative pushed by Marchi and
Assemblyman Eric Vitaliano, D-
Dongan Hills. Last year, the insti-
tute ‘was not included in Cuomo’s
budget, but the Legislature appro-
priated it in the final bucget. The
Institute was formed to encourage
:E..»F.»Emlom:m in -<vorking
class city neighborhoods to attend -
college.

Half of the $670 million in the
Infrastructure Trust fund is ear-
marked for housing, Cuomo said
while the other half going to main-
tain and rebuild the state’s roads
and bridges. The. infrastructure
fund, based on a 'windfall from
change< in the federal tax code,

was estimated to be $#50 million -
st year.

ii: housing program calls for
$105 million for permanent hous-
ing for the homeless, $140 million
to increase the w%E.m.om afford-
able housing, $90 million to ex-
pand homeownership opportuni-
ties for low-income families Eﬁ a
$500 million bond authorization
¢or SONYMA martgages for first-

_ time homebuyers., . = 7 -
' “»Cuoma’ recommended an $11.8
“ million increase for the AIDS In-
‘stitute and $14.1 million for the
‘Division of Substance Abuses
+(DSAS) to fight drug addiction and

‘AIDS. The DSAS money would

fund an additional 2,670 metha-
.done treatment slots for drug
2@busers, now representing more
.than half of AIDS cases in the city.
“*Cuomo also plans on funding 10
more economic development
zones t- “woost struggling arnas
throughout the state. Ten v erc
selected Jast year. He did pot £av
~ which “com: iesaere, s\
lected. ™ ¥ T EWoRCETTIT
77 As expected,”the “Democratic
“governor’s sixth budget was criti-
cized by Republicans and warmly
praised by Democrats in the Leg-
islature. “Tke governor’s solid
waste program has to be re-
shaped,” said Marchi spokesman
Gerald McLaughlin. “We have to
do more f~r local governments (in
financial assistance for solid
waste management planning).’
Assemblyman Robert Stran-

"

jere, R-Dongan Hills, agreed.
“(Cuomo) is not including enough
fands for solid waste” he said.
“And the programs he offers ad-
dress the problems in the other
four boroughs, not Staten Island.”

But Vitaliano and Assembly
Speaker Melvin Miller, D-Brook-
lyn, said they believed Cuomo’s
budget was responsible. “At the
starting point the governor
agreed more had to be done in
education — that’s good,” Vital-
iano said.

He stressed that Cuomo’s in-
creased staffing at the DEC is
good news for Staten Islanders.
“The important thing is that he
proposed increases in these areas.
There is recognition by the gover-
nor that there was a deficit in
what he has 4one in the past,”

Vitaliano addeu. 0 oo

~ Milter sided with Cuomo in say-.
ing that ‘undjpe for ge dis-
posal should mo:.i on local

governments. “I' 10t for getting
into the garbage disposal busi-
ness,” he said.



