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e STATEN ISLAND

zlvilblowbrook shut down

ew eginning’ is forecast for institution

»:)‘v‘ HA.ol; E:{‘I%EAL:ROLL ‘tered symbol of governmental neglect tinuing care.”

of the mentally retarded. S The “new era” wil] see about half of

Dady News Staff Wirers “We usually don't close instity- the 380 acres of the former Willow-
i ! tions,” Gov. Cuomo told an audience brook, now called the Staten Is) d
[ In a eeremony looking backward at of 400 crowded into a tent op the Devell) mental Center. tr, fe ;nto

[its inﬂm_aou; bast and forward to 5 grounds of the Staten Islang facility, the Coltl’e e of Staten '151::; e"fth
jpew begm.nmg, Willowbrook forma). “but this is an act of celebration, an balance tgo two small care zé'nt s
: _chloaed its doors yesterday, a shug- opening of a whole new era of con- One is the Elizabeth Connelly cg,':
L munity Resource Center for the devel-
opmentally disabled and the other is
the Richmond Complex, housing for
48 severely and profoundly retarded

persons, : .

Stems from consent decree

The death ang rebirth of Willow-

rook, which once held the world’s

largest Population of the mentally re-

tarded and developmentally disabled,
wi|

Recalling that agreement, Carey,
Who also spoke at yesterday's ceremo-
ny, declared, “‘Ag a society of human

Ings, we must see to it that a wij)-
lowbrook never happens again.”

Built in the 1940s, Willowbrook and
its primitive conditions became a
symbol of mistreatment of the mental-
ly infirm in 1965 when the late Sen.
Robert Kennedy reported on patients
living in filth and dirt “in rooms less
comfortable and cheerfu] than the
cages in a z00.” State investigations
and a federal court suit followed,
urged on by national publicity and
television coverage that showed na-
ked children covered with filth and
béset by vermin.

Appalling conditions

As late as 1983, the federal Health
and Human Services Department
called conditions at the institution
5 “appalling.” =

Cuomo said the state, in the Carey
consent decree, “recognized the basic
fact that we had ignored the mentally
retarded and the developmentally
disabled. They are,” he said, “de:s-
tined to work, learn, grow, live, partie-
ipate, to choose and live life to Fhe'l‘r
full potential, rather than just exist.

In the next four years, the governor
said, “I promise to close six more of
these centers. We now kno“{ we can
provide quality care in society and
not separate from it.”

/ In yesterday's most poignant inci-
: dent, former Willowbrook patient
; 5 Bernard Carabello told the hushed
H A . audience, “On behalf of every person
b ] who used to live with me in this hell
/ hole, Gov. Carey, we thank you‘ver,y:

much for keeping your promise.
Turning back to the audience, he
pleaded, “Never forget Will'ov?,brook.

This must never happen again.
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‘Never forget
Willowbrook.
This must never
happen again.’
BernardCarabello,
former

ELIZABETH CONNELLY and Gov. ocoao at Willowbrook ceremonies yesterday.
JiM HUGHES DAILY NEW!



