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'illowbrook

center formally
closing down

By WENDY GREENFIELD
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

The State Office of Mental Re-
tardation and Developmental Dis-
abulives 18 expected o lormally
close the Staten Island Develop-
mental Center in Willowbrook
next week. The move will con-
clude a court-ordered phasing out
process that began more than a
decade ago at the centroversial
tacility for the mentally retarded.

Nine buildings at the develop-
mental center will be demolished
in mid-1988 and the major part of
a 10th building will be torn down
as part of plans for the College of
Staten Island to move into much
of SIDC's present campus.

The college wili inherit 216
acres ot SIDC's 346-acre site when
the mental institution finally
closes its doors and relocates its
remaining 100 chents to nearby
group homes. Lou Gzzim. a
spokesman for OMEDE: zaid the
agencey will retain 146 aeres torun
the group home ope m - and
support services lor menialiy re-
tarded clients.

Following next week's

shuttering of the main facilities,
there will be a formal transfer of
land trom OMRDD to the state
Dormitery Authority later this
month.

College spokeswoman Liz Seder
said the transfer of title between
state agencies must be completed
before any construction planning
or demolition can begin. The Dor-
mitory Authority is responsible
for campus construction for the
City University of New York.

For its part, CSI plans to con-
solidate its Sunnyside and St.
George campuses in a move that
will take four years and cost
$235.2 million. When completed in
the early 1990s, the campus will
be a showpiece within CUNY and
offer numerous educational
opportunities to Islanders, CUNY
officials say. .

The master plan for the col-
lege's relocation calls for 16 build-
ings to be renovated. Demolition
of the nine buildings will cost $3.1
million, !

Michael Winstanley. an uasso-
ciate architect with the Manhat-
tan firm Edward Durrell Stone
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Associates, which designed the structures, such as trailers.

master plan. said some of the Winstanley said the 16 biiildings
buildings are being destroved be-  are being marked for renovation *
cause they are inefficient for aca- because of their architectural
demic use. Some are ernporary. (See LINMOLISH, Page A 2)



