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By JOHN E. HURLEY
and RAYMOND A. WITTEK
ADVANCE STAFF WRITERS

Andre Rand's defense lawyer
claimed yesterday he has “solid
evidence” that the 43-year-old
drifter was not the person who
was seen with 12-year-old Jenni-
fer Schweiger on July 9, the day
she was last seen on a Westerleigh
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Developmental Center, Willow-
brook. E

“I'm saying that he wasn't the
person with her and had abso-
lutely nothing to do with her mur-
der,” said Jerome Giovinazzo of
West Brighton, Rand’s court-ap-
pointed attorney.

Giovinazzo's statement came
outside the Stapleton Criminal
Court room where Rand, bearded
and erect —
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previous appearances — was offl-
cially declared mentally compe-
tent to stand trial.

Giovinazzo said he agreed with
the finding of the two Kings

County Medical Center psychia- |

j
:

trists, saying Rand was lucid dur- :

ing their conversations.

Rand stood silently without éx-
pression during his appearance
before Judge Michael Brennan,
surrounded by a shield of uni-
formed court officers.

Seated in the courtroom di-
rectly behind him were Jennifer
Schweiger’s parents and relatives
of Holly Ann Hughes and Alice
Pereira, two other children whose
disappearances are now being
linked to Rand, although not offi-
cially.

(See RAND, Page A 6) *
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