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for morelbodies in woods

By GLENN CHAPMAN
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER
A specialized team of police officegs
prowl the grounds of the Staten IslandDevelopmen-
tal Center and dig for clues in the murge
Schweiger, whose body was identifieg v
that of the girl found in a shallow graye
night. 3
When asked if a connection betweepthi
those of other missing Staten Island
factor in the present investigation, B pt. William
Wallace would only say, “We are ke bing an open
mind toward other cases similar to theé
Rand.”
His reference was to Andre Rand.
man accused of kidnapping Jennifer y
face murder charges. .
Meanwhile, police officials and m
missing girl's family yesterday praiséd the deter-
mination and perseverance of volunfeers who re-
fused to give up the hunt for the miss
discovered her body.
-‘The girl's body was dug up
Zgnegade volunteer segﬂp aetis
of George Kramer of Great Kills,
ban, slipped onto the’ gtahinds and gis:
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gravesite behind Building 27. o

Jemnifer Schweiger's nude body, encased in dirt to
Preserve any possible evidence, was rushed to the
medical examiner's Manhattan office yesterday at
about 3 a.m. E2:

Medical Examiner Elliot Gross ruled the death
murder, but by last night had not determined the
Cause of death, according to Wallace, commander of

~Staten Island's detective force. The medical exam-
determine if the girl was '

iner planned tests to
sexually abused.
Gross yesterday confirmed the belief of volim-
teers that it was Jennifer Schweiger who was found
buried about 50 yards from a campsite once used by
Andre Rand. Rand was arrested last week and
charged with kidnapping Jennifer from a street near
her Wardwell Avenue home on July 9. :
Police Chief Robert J. Johnston lauded the volun-'
teer effort yesterday at a press conference in the:
122nd Precinct stationhouse in New Dorp. !
“Probably the thing that did us the most good were
the volunteers,” Johnston said. “I want to give them
all theeredit because if it hadn't been for them we
would not have discovered the body.” 1
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;eume from other ‘states and bor. / past.

aughs, joined forces utider the
leadership of Donna Cutugno of
. Westerleigh and formed a group

“called the Friends of Jennifer.

‘Undaunted by heat, rainstorms,
mats, insects, poison ivy and re-
'peated frustrations, members of
the group searched for Jennifer
daily. It was a bold team of vet-
éran searchers that found Jenni-
fer's grave Wednesday,

Karen Schweiger, Jennifer’s
mother, said yesterday she
wanted to thank “everybody on
Staten Island who helped by pray-
ing and searching for our daugh-
ter.”

“l cannot say too much in
praise of the civilian effort,” Wal-
lace, an Island resident himself,
later added. “I'm glad I have them

But while Wednesday’s grim
discovery acts as an unpleasant
fulfillment of the volunteers’ goal,
police now face the task of sifting
through acres of soil in an effort
to find evidence in the case.

“Forty officers are out there .

right now, six dogs, one backhoe,
and a lot of shovels,” Johnston
said at the 10 a.m. press confer-
ence yesterday.

The police chief said the search
would continue in the thick woods
around the grave and Rand's
campsite “to see if there are any
other bodies or persons buried or
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Police Chief of Patrol John P.
McCabe and Inspector Richard
McBride, commander of the Is-
land's patrol forces, directed the
search through the day. Two large
special operations division trucks
yesterday remained parked at the
mouth of the path leading to the
gravesite. Plastic bags were piled
behind one of the trucks, while an
array of shovels leaned against
the side of the vehicle.

Large trees had been cleared
away from the area around the
grave, leaving a 30-foot-long gash
in the tangled, overgrown area.

Several officers worked from
“two special crime scene unit sta-
tion wagons which were parked
on an old handball court that bor-
dered the lot containing the
gravesite and Rand's campsite. A
path leading to the campsite,
which was cordoned off with red
ribbon, had been cut into the
woods bordering the handball
court. A bulldozer remained
parked next to the court.

Police vans and cars contin-
ually flowed to and from the site,
and at 3 pm, 30 officers re-

grouped. Detectives were sta- .

tioned on the scene to examine
any possible evidence the search
turned up, and to aid in the hunt.

According to Wallace, special-
ized officers will Be scouring the

_woods di %in up any areas jé’&“
S
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; thaxtt'are‘ suspicious Tooklig™

lice are scanning for moun
-dirt, elevated soil, soft-areas. dis- "
placed roots, or any other indjca-
tion of freshly dug earth. .. ##
Officers yesterday concen-
trated on the grounds surroundin
the grave and campsite, and wil
gradually work outward in a eir-
cular pattern today and tomeor-
row, thl:a police official expli{ned‘
Several “items” were found yes- |
terday, but none seemed, ﬁg}?%i
connected with Rand or Jenniler;
Wallace said. The detective com-
mander expected the digging to
continue through the weekgnd. .
“We will dig up only those areas
that have the potential of contain-
ing material that would be perti-
nent to the investigation,” #Wal-
lace said when asked if the
wooded area would be lgveled ;
during the search. Johnston has
offered Island investigaters any
help or equipment they need in the |
hunt, authorities reported. !
Police at the scene early yes- 5
terday morning said the areas’
would be “torn apart.” " "g"
Most of the digging i8 be
done with hand shovels, wi thﬂ"[
- ing of potential clues brings on the™ g
need to go deeper than about two: -
feet. & i '
Investigators are anxlously,
- awaiting the tause of the gir(§’
Apﬁhope.lt;wil[ give thefm
f“gctiv’e on informatigh |
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For most of yesterday two large special police operations division trucks remained parked at the
mouth of the path leading to the gravesite.

were continuing to follow up on
information called into a police
hotline number, 447-4168. Some of
the tips have resulted in detec-
tives tracking down a series of
people to interview, police said.

“We've put a tremendous
amount of effort into this case,

and it's not about to stop,” Wal-

lace said last night.

Authorities earlier in the search
for Jennifer marked Rand as a
suspect in the disappearance of

three other Island girls over the
past 15 years.

Rand was questioned by detec-
tives investigating the 1981 disap-
pearance of 7-year-old Holly Ann
Hughes. The day Holly Ann disap-
peared, Rand had reportedly vis-
ited an aunt who was the young
Port Richmond girl’s neighbor.

Detectives have also looked
into a possible link between Rand
and the disappearance of 10-year-
old Tiahease Jackson of Mariners

Harbor in 1983.

Authorities early in the search
for Jennifer said there may also
be a connection between Rand
and the 1972 disappearance of Al-
ice Pereira, who was 5 years old
when she vanished from a park
near her New Dorp apartment.
Police confirmed that Rand
worked as a painter in the missing
girl's apartment complex at:the
time of her disappeagance.
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Members of a specialized team of police ofhcers fan out to search the area where the body of
’Jcnmfer Schweiger was found. ¢
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Jennifer's baby sitter, Laurieann Kelly, left, and Jennifer Bush, right, o friend, are stunned at the news,
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