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. attorney said the kidnapping ¢ase
" ‘against 'Andre Rand is cir- "

volunteers to ferret out more evi:
- dence, officials at the heart of the
", investigation were confident yes-
terday that the case is'solid.

il  Authorities attending * Rand's.

Judge Alan Meyer commented |
* have been ‘used to support stron-

: ing u—year-old Westerleigh girl. -

" Rand was arrested Tuesday
- night at a storefront church at
1062 Castleton Ave. in West Brigh- '

tonndchlrgeditthucond-dp-

- been taken in about a month,
. by the church’s minister, .

*Using electronic surveillance

techniques and plainclothes de-

tectives, police monitored Rand's
movements in the hope he would
lead them to Jennifer, or slip up
and give them a break in the case.

"“The case (against Rand) is

T———

nesses,” one police official said.
“If we get more, all the better.”
The investigative team as-
signed to the case has been
trimmed to the two detectives,
Ralph Aquino and Robert Jensen,
who have been handling the core
of the case since the girl disap-
peared from the street near her
Wardwell Avenue home July 9.

Aquino and Jensen are continu-
» Ing to review all the steps taken so
pfar in the hunt, and plan to re-

Nwry ot mh'.\m <alla to police

i

Officer Peter "Donnell, a pd-

i lice spokesman, said that since '

Rands arrest, there have been
people calling, women in par-
ular, talking of encounters or

with iim.” None of

the stories lold by callers involved

igation‘o

'~, " While the Staten Island district ' :

‘_cumstantial in nature, and
" stressed the need for police and |’

 that the evidence presented could -4
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good enough. We have good wit- .
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ButD.A. says it’s curcumstantlal in nnture

any criminal accusattitms
O’Donnell said. i
Rand has a history of crimes

; against children, including unlaw-

- ful imprisonment and sexual as-
* sault ‘convictions. :

Under the direction of Assistant
mander of the. Island’s police -

- force, a teamref-officers specially - *
trained to work on rugged terrain  :
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Volunteers, more determined:

i'geﬂ?,chargsa ‘the 43-year- ! than ever to find Jennifer, gath--
old “drifter: udge Meyer ar-.

* ‘raigned Rand on’ charges he*'R.C. Church omatchogue Road -
4 kidnapped and unlawfully impris<.:in Westerleigh. i -
g ‘oned Jenhifer Schweiger, a miss<.. ‘“We follow up on everything, no

ered last night¥at Holy Family

atter how 'strange it 'sounds,”’
‘said Donna Ciftu cootdmator

-~ of the volunteer group called the.Mﬂd Ule

Friends of Jenntfer. “You never. .
. know what might’hork out.” +f

The group of 75 volunteers
gathered last night was divided

wtnto three groups and sent out

.search the woods near Manor,
Road and Rockland Avenue, the "
thickets behind Crazy Eddie's
near Richmond Avenue in New
Springville, and lots surrounding _

ffici

Chief Samuel ‘Marino, com-. -
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‘ more than 20 members of the
group to join' last night's search
because they: “needed a helpmg»
hand.” -

3

“I was afraid t;ney would st,op,",
said Kathy 0’Shea of West Brigh-,
ton, who, along with her brother,;
Frank: Rgm‘%, ned:-the “searclr.
‘yesterday. “The parents m
to find their daoghter.” sﬁlk,

Searchers weré sent out yester-f

*“continued to search sections of the,, «day, with directions to "ou
- Greenbelt for. -sgme tra?s%

for, campsites and bits of dis-.
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““Now.that we~§mow what kind
“of. man h e\ (Rand) is, we, knovg
‘better, what it: ook for e PATS:

i ‘Cutugno said
+While voluntee they were
eager to fmd ewden 1hnt

Hieir ?ﬁ‘.’ﬂn é’oncem
smg girl-who

37

~ The wohmw eﬂort has not
been. confined _to the Island’s
‘ woodlandss ‘Mémhers of the
-Frit
hours in.the New Dorp branch of '
the public library researching the’
dlsappearances of 7-year-old
Holly-Atin Hughes in 1981 and 10-

afhrmed

““Has Down'’s syndrog

Watchogue Road and Bradley Av-=" year-old Tiahease Jackson. Jtwo

enue in Meiers Corners.

Bee stings, minor cuts, ticks -

and poison sumac have plagued
volunteers, but the ranks have not
thinned.

“If she (Jennifer) is alive, who is
taking care of her?” asked Father
Henry Gentile, an associate pas-
tor in Holy Family Church. “We
need to make a big effort this
week to find her.”

Volunteer coordinators said en-
thusiasm has been high since the
arrest. They added that the after-
noon search effort was “petering
out,” but that the number of peo-
ple showmg up at mght was in-

creasing. -
Lou Barbato of

wife and it s
ing last night, the volunteer effort
- seems stronger than ever; *

“There are more new faces to- '

last night than the night before,”
Barbato said. “We need to find
something.”

Mike Frayler, president of the
Youth Activities Association of St.
Teresa's R.C. Church, gathered

night than last night, and more_

years. later

Pohce have cifed a possible lmk
between Rangd and the disappear-
ances of those girls as well as that
of a New Dorp girl in 1972.

Rand has appeared catatonic -
since his arrest, but Westerleigh :
residents who have seen the man
in the community for years said _
he is usually,alert and responsive.

“He would eat in my place al-
most every day,” said Mike
Moudatsos, owner of Mike’s
Souvlaki ng at 1637 Forest Ave,
“He used to bring in books and
newspapers. We would laugh and
joke with, hlm

:', Volunteers meet dally at noon -
i and 7 pm: atthe Holy Famlly

! - er, s

a major rally and seareh is*

+ planned for. tomorrow’s noon:

.. gathering. About 400 Vietnam vet--
_erans from groups throughout the:
city” are expected to join the

search tomorrow, ! accordmg to’
Mrs. Cutugno.

Anyone with information con-.
cerning Rand or the missing girl
is asked to call police at a m

hotline number, 447-4168. i
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