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A 43-year-old homeless man
with a history: of crimes agai
children was arrested last night
and charged with kidnapping and

unlawfully imprisoning Jennifér

Schweiger.

Andre Rand, his head down and
a glazed look on his face, was
handcuffed when Detectives Rob-
ert Jensen'and Ralph Aquino from
the Crimes Against Property
Squad brought him into the 120th
Precinct stationhouse-in -St.™
George shortly after 11 o’clock.

Police said Rand was seen -

walking with the 12-year-old girl
the day she disappeared from the
street near her Wardwell Avenue
home in Westerleigh. According
to investigators, Rand and the girl
were last seen together at the
Staten Island Developmental Cen-
ter (SIDC), where the girl's trail
ended.

One witness told police the girl
was holding Rand's hand and
smiling up at him as they walked
along, according to authorities.
Jennifer has Down’s syndrome
and congenital heart disease. Ac-
cording to the girl's father,
Kenneth Schweiger, Jennifer was

+ '

uipfment have prr-s:3pity
eearched SIDC for' some trace of -
- the girl over the past 27 days.

Rand had been living in a make-
shift campsite hidden in the woods
across from building 27 on the
SIDC grounds for a few years, but
last night he gave police ap ad-
dress of 320 St. Marks Place, St.
George.

The address is that of the Brigh-
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ton Héigﬁ;i‘ﬂ\ﬁfe'gfirm “Churéh,

-~ ~which houses Project-Hospitality,
- -a pregram designed{o tiélp homes’

=less pecple by providing meals,
couniseling and shelter dyring'thé
winter months. &
Rand had been interviewed for
several hours over a two-day pe-
riod by deteétives who “tried to
break him” &arly in the investiga-
tion, but he was net arrested at
. “ the time. According to First Dep-
uty Police Commissioner Richard
Condon, detectives working on the
““case have been continually con-
sulting with Staten Island District
Attorney William Murphy, who
gave the go ahead for last night's
arrest.

Cotidon this morning refused to
discuss what prompted the arrest
and would not say whether new
evidence had surfaced in the case.

“They arrested him based on
whatever evidence they had link-
ing him to the child,” said Sgt.
Raymond O’'Donnell, a Police
Department spokesman.

Detectives have been inter-
viewing witnesses and following
up leads in the case for almost a
month. Plainclothes detectives
from Manhattan have been prowl-

ing they ortly Shore Syery. Dight
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