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Search
pattern
changed
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Volunteers continued searching
the North Shore yesterday for
traces of 12-year-old Jennifer
Schweiger, while police have nar-
rowed the scope of their hunt to a
more precise and calculated pat-
tern.

“We are going to start some-
thing more systematic and spe-
cialized,” said Inspector Richard
McBride, commander of the Is-
land’s uniformed police force, “a
search based on probability more
than randomness.”

Since the Westerleigh girl dis-
appeared 13 days ago, hundreds of
police officers, along with mem-
bers of the National Guard, the
American Red Cross, New York
State Troopers and volunteers of
Child Find, Richmond County
R.E.A.C.T. and Telephone Co. em-
ployees, have scoured the commu-
nity and surrounding areas in a
hunt for the girl.

Bloodhounds, helicopters and
psychics have been used during

the search for the girl. who has
Down's Syndrome and congenital
heart desease.

Part of the search centered on
the grounds of the Staten Island
Developmental Center in Willow-
brook, where a transient believed
to have been seen with Jennifer
prior to her disappearance had
been living. A bloodhound fol-
lowed the girl's trail to the SIDC
grounds before losing the scent.

“They have covered every
square inch in Willowbrook and
nothing turned up,” said Sgt. Louis
Marcano of the 120th Precinct.

The police effort will now be
concentrated in special borough-
wide units working out of the
122nd precinct, he said.

“It's a different kind of search
pattern,” Marcano said. “Not as
many officers are involved.”

According to McBride, police
hope to employ more sophisti-
cated equipment and techniques
in the search and plan to focus
manpower at sites determined
from information gathered so far
in the hunt. : '

The reduction of manpower
does not correspond to a reduction
in effort, according to McBride.
Each Island patrol car has been
equipped with a picture of Jenni-
fer, and all officers on routine
patrol have been told to be on the
lookout for the girl. '

Lt. Louis Fiori of the Crimes
Against Property Squad, along
with investigators from the Chief
of Detectives Bureau in Manhat-
tan, met with Assistant Police
Chief Samuel Marino yesterday
afternoon to review information
about the case.

“The meeling was to cheeck for
things that may have gone undone
and to review search areas.”
McBride said. “We are centering
on the physical search for the
girl.”

The inspector said police units
had been assigned to the search
from “outside the borough™ but
declined to elaborate on the units
or their specific assignments.

About 90 volunteers, working
with Child Find-R.E.AC.T. ex-
panded the scope of their search
and spent much of yesterday
combing Richmond Terrace.
Many of the volunteers are teen-
agers.

Marcano said the family asked
that the Richmond Terrace area
be searched after several psy-
chics said they “saw” the girl
being moved around in the Rich-
mond Terrace area, he said.

“Psychics have mentioned wa-
ter, dark places and wooded areas
that could pertain to a water-
front.,' said Donna Catugna. a
neighbor of the Schweigers who
has been working with Child Find
and the police to coordinate vol-
unteer search parties.

Volunteers will meet again to-



