| G T

ave

5 Sl

Vel

BFdlales ¥
.t

1 £ 4

By SUZANNE BARRIE - -
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER . .~ -
One room in an abandoned
building of the Staten Island
Developmental Center (SIDC)
contained about 20 large desks,
two refrigerators, an oven and
stove unit, several metal cabinets,
piles of old mattresses, about 10
hospital cribs and an old sewing

machine —all heaped on the floor
in a state of disarray. -
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" to-shoulder search of the wooded

| search as well,” said' Assistant

Multiply this scene by 28 multi- |

ple-story abandoned buildings full |

of such rooms and you might have
some idea of the number of ob-
jects and areas police looked
through yesterday during what
Capt. William Wallace, com-
manding officer of all Staten J=-
land detectives, described as “an
all-out effort” to search for Jenni-
fer Schweiger. —

The 12-year-old Westerleigh
girl with Down’s syndrome has

not been seen since last Thursday.
|- about 65 pounds, and has brown

About 300 police officers as-
sembled in front of Building 1 of
SIDC at 9 a.m. yesterday to search

threugh SIDC’s buildings, tunnels

and surrounding wooded areas.
The search lasted for about six
hours. The extra manpower was ‘
available for yesterday's search
only. 1
Clad in their uniform shirts,
blue jeans, sneakers and work
shoes, the police, and about 60
police department vehicles that
were parked in the area, formed a '
sea of blue. d ol
Also on hand for yesterday’s
search were 40 auxiliary pdlice, 40
volunteers from New York Tele-
phone Co. in Manhattan, a 17-
person volunteer unit from the
National Guard, two trucks from
the Salvation Army of Greater
New York providing water and
meals, & truck from the American
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Red Crosg of Greater New York to
provlde%gid. U:d a.number of |
local volunteers, Ofccording to Lt. .
Joseph Scotto, police department
community affairs supervisor for
Staten Island. i
“We've searched the area and

. now we're going to re-search the

area. We will gqnduct a shoulder- |
area and a building-to-building

Police Chief Samuel Marino.
“When you do it with a lot more
people you can ensure you've cov-
ered the place.” -

Wallace said police dogs
tracked Jennifer’s scent to the
area yesterday. :

“This is to absolutely remove
any possibilities that the girl
could still be here and to do it in |
one sweep. The trail ends here, so
we have to make sure that nothing
is left uncovered,” said Wallace.

Jennifer is 4 feet 3 inches tall,

hair and hazel eyes. She was
wearing a pink “Sesame Street”
shirt, pastel shorts and had a yel- ’
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low pockétbook.

'The man with whom she was
seen,{§ lesétibed as being fnen--
tally d, about.age 60,

5 feet 11 inches; and with & bald |
spot on the back of his head.
Jennifer and the man were seen
together at SIDC last Thursday. }
Wallace said detectives have |
questioned at least 12 people fit-
ting the description of the man
and have eliminated most of |
them. “We are still following
some leads, though,” he said. - I
"He declined further comment
about possible suspects. Sy
Jennifer’s parents, Karen and
Kenneth Schweiger, also went. to
the scene yesterday. ;i w
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T *We are optimistic, scared, but
“hopeful. She could be anyplace.

We're praying and staying to- |

gether,” Mrs. Schweiger said.
“This is a massive complex — a

city within itself,” said Mr.

'Schweiger. “If the man who took

my daughter knows this complex,
it would be impossible to find her
without this effort.

“We're keeping cool and calm.
Otherwise, what good would it do
our daughter? If they find her and
we're sick and in a hospital, what
good would it do?” - -

Together, Officers Antonia
Vega and James Reyes of the

' 120th Precinct searched the first

floor of one building, while the
rest of their unit searched the
building’s remaining areas.

- The officers used long poles to
look through piles of debris and
behind old mattresses. They
searched many of the area’s dark-
ened corners with flashlights.
Vega, who had been involved in

| the search for eight days, said he .
was eager to find Jennifer. “I am



