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Search continuing
for missing girl, 12

By GLENN CHAPMAN
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

Dozens of police officers, neigh-
bors, and family members en-
dured the intense heat and humid-
ity yesterday as they tried to
track down a 12-year-old Wester-
leigh girl suffering from Down's
syndrome and congenital heart
disease who is believed to be trav-
eling with a retarded man she has
befriended.

A police helicopter and a hound
dog were brought in yesterday to
try to locate Jennifer Schweiger,
who has been missing since Thurs-
day afternoon. Neighbors can-
vassed stores in the community to

alert shopkeepers and gleen in-
formation.

A group of teen-agers, including
Jennifer's 17-year-old brother
Kenneth, were hard at work
through the afternoon printing up
a Ilver they plan to distribute 10
hanks, store and other businesses
on Staten Island.

Witnesses yesterday told detec-
tives they had seen the girl Thurs-
day afternoon walking with a man
about 50 years old, i feet 11 inches
tall with a bald spot on the back of
his head. He was described as a
mentally retarded man who regu-
larly canvasses the construction

sites and parks in the community
hunting for returnable bottles.

“One person said the girl was
looking up, smiling at him, as they
walked along,” one investigator
said.

The missing girl's father,
Kenneth, said Jennifer apparently
met the man when she was on her
way to some stores at Jewett
Avenue and Victory Boulevard
just about a block from her home.

“She is very trusting and lov-
able,” the father said, strained by
lack of sleep. “Maybe they were
just drawn together like two
happy kids and hit it off.”

The girl just made her con-
firmation in Blessed Sacrament
R.C. Church in West Brighton, and
she had $5 that had been among
the gifts she received on the occa-
sion, Schweiger said. Dressed in a
pink Sesame Street T-shirt and
multi-colored shorts and carrying
a yellow pocketbook, the girl may
have set her sights on a shopping
spree, the father speculated.

According to the family, Jenni-
fer is familiar with “her uni-
verse,” which consists of about a
three-block radius around her
home.

Schweiger explained that his
daughter would play outside a
while, then go home and grab a
snack, watch television or take a
dip in the pool before going back
out to play. Sometimes other chil-
dren would be a bit cruel, or not
want to play with Jennifer, so she
would sit alone for a while, then
return home, the father said.

“She is 7 or 8 (years old) men-
tally,” Schweiger said. “We try to
monitor her every hour or 45 min-
utes.”

On once occasion bout six years
ago, the girl was missing for a
couple of hours, according to au-
thorities. It turned out she had

gone to a pizzeria at Jewett Ave-
nue and Victory Boulevard to get
something to eat, and was later
returned home by police, accord-
ing to Schweiger.

Police Thursday set up a tem-
porary heaquarters in front of
Schweiger's home, then began
searching the area. The hunt
lasted until about 1 a.m., while the
headquarters remained open
through the night.

Detectives, plainclothes offi-
cers, a New York state trooper
and about 17 uniformed officers
arrived early yesterday morning
to resume the hunt, according to
Sgt. Jay Friedman. -

The girl and her companion
were spotted several times Thurs-
day in Westerleigh, and the blood
hound traced the girl's scent,
mixed with that of the man, along
Bradley Avenue toward the Sta-
ten Island Expressway, said Capt.
John Hartman. The trail ended on
Bradley Avenue between Victory
Boulevard and Watchogue Road
when the humidity became too
much for the hound dog to bear,
according to the captain.

The dog was doused with sev-
eral buckets of water, then taken
off to cool down. A police helicop-
ter circled the area, searching
parks and backyards in about a
three-mile radius of the home.

Sweat-soaked officers went
from door to door in Westerleigh,
alerting residents to the search,
and asking permission to search
through yards and sheds. Neigh-
bors and friends, some of whom
had stayed up through the night,
helped search lots and construc-
tion sites and scoured the commu-
nity.
Police yesterday believed the
child was somewhere within a
two- to three-mile radius of her
home, and that she was tagging
along with her new found



