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Care of retarded
is revolutionized

By JACK LEAHY

Saf Wrie:
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"l was shocked and saddened by
what I saw there (at Willowbrook).
There are young children slipping
into blankness and life-long depend-
ence. There are crippled children
without adequate medical attention
or rehabilitative therapy. And there
are many—far too many—living in
Lm:: and dirt, their clothing in rags,

in rooms less noﬁ?lnzw, and
' cheerful than the cages in a z00.”

—Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 1965

B

3 More than two decades ago, most
..people of good will shared Robert
“Kennedy’s shock over the zoo-like

conditions that existed at the state's

_ *Willowbrook Center for the mmz:de

“ton Staten Island.

Revulsion about the ewwmsocw:_m
-human beings in large institutions
stch as Willowbrook led to a move-
,32: to establish group homes or
“hostels that would house a dozen or
50 retarded children and adults in
ommunity settings.

The movement gained accelerated
impetus in 1975 when then Gov. Hugh
Carey signed the Willowbrook con-
.sent decree, designed to implement a
court-mandated state commitment to
take 5,000 retarded people out of
institutions for placement in com-
munity-based group homes.

From the oulse¢t, however, the

group, homes ran into vehement,.

sometithes . violent opposition from
some residents of areas where the
homes were to be located. Repre-
sentatives of agencies sponsoring the

C
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ITING FOR PLACEMENT:
in their Bayside, Queens, home.

Leon and Cecile Goldfeier and daughter, Fay,
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ly will require institutionalization.

Others are functioning at a suffi-
giently high level to be able to live
independently. But the vast majority
in between will require thousands of
beds in community residences or su-
pervised apartments.

Michael Goldfarb, the executive
directar of the New York City Chap-
ter of the Association for the Help of
Retarded Children, said that his pri-
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vate agency alone has 900 people on
maiting lists for community
Hesidences.

“That’s six times the number of
people we have in our 13 existing
residences,” Goldfarb said. “And in

g PR

7 Heontinded. *Wich ieins e par.

ents are in the . And frequently,
the best advice we can give those
parents is to stay healthy so they can
continue to care for their children.”

Cecile Goldfeier, 62, of Bayside,
Queens, said that she and her hus-
band, Leon, 68, have had their 31-
year-old daughter, Fay, on waiting
lists of various organizations for
more than 10 years. Mrs. Goldfeier
recently formed a group called Par-
ent Advocates for Developmentally
Impaired Adults to focus attention on
the problem. ;

- “This is an issue that seems very
unimportant unless you have some-
one like Fay in your own family,” she
said. “Fay has cerebral palsy, but she
is a sweet, adorable young woman
‘who has lived in Bayside for more
: than 20 years. All of our neighbors
adore her, and wherever she lived,
people would like her after they got
to know her.” L A0

Thomas Dern, the director of Re-

. sidential Services for the Young

-~ falling mortgage -interest rates for_
_ private buyers of such houses.s"

the future, we believe we’ll only be.

able to open three new homes every
other year.”

“The average age of those on our

waiting list is 47 to 48 years 0ld," he .

Adult Institute, a non-profit agency
that operates 25 hostels in Brooklyn,
Queens, Manhattan, the Bronx, and
Westchester, said that some of the 800
parents on his waiting list have been
there for more than a decade.

It's difficult to find grotip homes
for the -children ef-these parents,-
Dern said, not ofitw because of con-

--tinuing community opposition,. but _

also because-f the skyrocketing cost
of large one-family houses and the

<

_ “In Manhattan, forget about new .
‘community residences,” Dern said,
“Brownstones are going there for a
million dollars-and more. We can’t
touch that.”

= “In other areas, more people can
now afford the larger houses. we
need, and they compete with us in the
real estate market,” he added.

And in Nassau County, where the
“local chapter of the Association for
the Help of Retarded Children is
opening its 21st group home this
month on Peninsula Blvd. in Wood-
mere, houses.suitable for hostels are
scarce, according to Murray Fried,
the director of Residential Services.

Since 1Y¥78, when the Padavan Law
was enacted to mandate restrictive
procedures for setting up hostels,
time-consuming hearings and
bureaucratic hurdles have sometimes
delayed the sales of houses to be used
as hostels so long that-property own-
ers often give uprand 'make a quick
sale'tota private@xyeﬁ,'-i)em‘sai,d.
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