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the governor, nor to one party, but
to all of us together.”

GOP leaders. however, issued a
response while the bespectacled
Cuomo was halfway into his half-
hour televised speech. A state-
ment from Senate Finance
Chairman John J. Marchi, R-
Ward Hill, said Cuomo neglected
to address calls for a new round of
tax cuts.

Cuomo lauded continued plans
for the second stage of a three-
year tax cut plan begun last year.
But he has resisted calls from the
Republican Senate for removing
sales tax on clothing under $75.
higher exemptions for children
and school tax write-offs,

In a portion of the speech that
resembled a political resume,
Cuomo drew on familiar rhetoric:
“A New York philosophy that
binds common sense to
compassion and shows govern-
ment can have a head and a heart
at the same time.”

On that resume, he listed new
drunken driving laws, a 21-year-
old purchase age for liquor, the
first seat belt law in the nation,
the first program for the home-
less, the first acid rain law and a
road rebuilding program.

“At the same time,” he said,
“more help for our mentally ill
and retarded: Those grown too old
to help themselves, those not yet
old enough.”

Assemblyman Eric Vitaliano,
D-Dongan Hills, dug quickly into

the text of the longer, more de-

tailed printed message to the

disposal.

along with the delivery of the
speech.

Vitaliano said a mention of the
Howland Hook containerport on
the Island’s North Shore helped
because Cuomo was “putting his
credibilitv” behind the facility.

He called this recognition “im-
portant given the more or less
gypsy nature of containerports.”

Other local items Vitaliano
cited as worthy of mention were
Cuomo’s call in the message for a
special pool of state funds for the
Staten Island Greenbelt and the
governor’s statemeungs on garbage
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said Cuomo has “expan
recognized . . . strategic po he
and other Assembly Democrats
favor — promoting garbage-to-
energy plants while ensuring they
have safe emissions levels.

Vitaliano noted a recent poll in
which lawmakers said they gener-
ally expect liability insurance and
economic development issues to
dominate the year’s legislative
agenda. ‘

Other reaction from the Staten
Island delegation was generally
along partisan lines, but not
completely.

Assemblywoman Elizabeth .
Connelly, D-West Brighton, gave a -

positive review, calling the
speech “upbeat.” However, she

also favors the GOP proposal to

remove state and city sales tax on
clothing under $75.

She also said “now is the right

proposals designed to promote job
growth.

Assemblyman Robert A. Stran-
iere, R-Dongan Hills, found more
to criticize. “From Staten Island’s
point of view, it’s a lot of empty
pages,” he declared.

Straniere said Cuomo was pro-
posing to allow smaller counties
to “opt out” of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority region
but failing to help Staten Island
commuters.

Cuomo policies on garbage-to-
energy plants actually could slow
up their construction in the city as
a way to relieve the Fresh Kills

landfill, and the governor failed to

ways to cut interstate

ol Stganiere said.
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