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Island news-

(From Page 1)

wet (from sweat) when they were
done,” he said.

- :The team also removed four
gallons of partially crystalized
anhvdrous acid, which is also ex-

. 'plosive in that state, Six said.
-.The chemicals. like those taken
from CSL were whisked off to bhe
detonated at the Police Depart-
ment’s firing range at Rodman’s
Neck in the Bronx.
- Scot Booth. evening adminis-
trator at SIDC, said, “Nohody
really knew the picric acid was
Ehexje or how dangerous it could
{ e;J'

He was not aware that anhy-
‘drous acid had been removed, he
said. ; e
= 'Many years back the building
had been used as a medical treat-
ment building and morgue. be-
sides a laboratory.” Booth said the

pi¢ric acid was used to adhere .

specimens to slides for micro-
scope viewing. :

He said the acid could have
been sitting in the six-story brick
structure “anywhere from two to
15 years. -

"A year or so ago we started th
bidding procedure to get a con-
tractor in here to clear all the
chemicals out. but we haven't
found anvbody to come,” Booth
said, although he was not sure
why.

Although no evacuation was
necessary, he said, “the first thing
Monday, we'll have to get some-
one in to clean out the rest of the
chemicals. because of (yester-
day's) emergency.”

Ted Nabavi, a chemist from the
city Department of Environmen-
tal Protection, was at the scene to
help identify the chemicals, police
said, but he could not be reached
for comment.

Earlier in the day, CSI called
the police to the scene in response
to a city Police Department direc-
tive issued last month to all col-
leges. junior high and high schools

in the city. The report classified
the chemical as highly explosive
and strongly recommended its re-
moval.

Michael Petrides, the college's
dean of administration, said that
the acid — contained in four 1-
pound jars — was removed by the
Police Department’s Bomb Squad
shortly after 1:30 p.m. from a
third-floor chemistry lab in Build-
ing B at 715 Ocean Terr.

Approximately 400 students
were evacuated from the brick
building between 12:30 p.m. to 1:55
pm. as a safety precaution. No
injuries were reported:

According to a memo issued by
schools vice chancellor Ira
Bloom, picric acid is highly explo-
sive when in a solid or crystalized
state.

Petrides said the chemical,
which is commonly used to etch
metals in industry, had been found
in a semi-solid state and had ap-
parently been stored in the chem-
istry lab for a number of years. He
said college officials called 911
after finding the acid at 10 a.m.
yesterday during an inventory
taken of chemicals and supplies in
the laboratory’s stockroom.

Sgt. Michael Bosak of the Bomb
Squad unit in Manhattan con-
firmed that the Police Depart-
ment had sent out a memo in mid-
November to all city junior high
and secondary schools, as well as

colleges, hospitals, pharmacies.

and laboratories — any institution
that either stores or may utilize
picric acid.

He estimated that in the past
month, 50 places in the city had
heen found to have had the chemi-
cal on their premises.

There have been two prior
incidences on Staten Island of the
acid's presence which prompted
its removal by the Bomb Squad,
according to Bosak.

On Nov. 15, police received a

call to remove a half-quart of the”

liquid from the pharmacy at K. -
mart in the Hylan Plaza Shopping ‘
Center in New Dorp. Three'days -
later, three pounds of the sub-
“'stance was discovered in a labora-
tory at Sea View Hospital and
_Home.

*While at the CSI campus, police
were informed by a woman who
used to work at the developmen-
tal center, and was visiting the
schqol, that several-vials of the
acid may still be remaining in an
abandoned building at the SIDC.

Lt. Anthony Juliano, a Borough
Command spokesman, said the
city’'s Department of Environ-
mental Protection was called to
the scene to take air samples
before police .from the Bomp
Squad-entered the building.+ =



