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Mental retardation:
Helping hands are there

Staten Island offers a wide
range of services for the men-
tally handicapped.

Court-ordered changes in the
operation of the Staten Island
Developmental Center, once
considered a textbook case in
how not to deal with the men-
tally retarded. have helped the
horough regain at least some of
its reputation for showing com-
passion for the developmentally
disabled.

At one time the borough was
mainly known around the state
as the home of SIDC, the former
Willowbrook State School, once
termed a “snake pit” by the late
Robert F. Kennedy. Only a de-
cade ago, the institution, which
then housed more than 6,000 pa-
tients, was damned for its “care-
taker” philosophy which allowed
patients to roam naked in dirty
and overcrowded huildings.

Storms of protest from the
community and a flurry of law-
suits resulted in dramatic
changes. However. the institu-
tion's quality of care is still de-
bated, and the federal
government recently announced
its plan to cut oftf SIDC’s federal
Medicaid funds. The institution
pians to appeal the decision.

SIDC is scheduled to close in
1987. Meanwhile, the state Office
of Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities con-
tinues to bolster an impressive
array of agencies and organiza-
tions to serve the mentally re-
tarded of all ages on Staten
TIsland.

For those people, the grounds
of SIDC house a respite center,
where parents may bring their
retarded children for a few days
it they cannot be cared for at
home; a drop-in center which
operates from 8 am. to 8 p.m.
every day. and the Institute for
Basic Research in Mental Re-
tardation.

The SIDC is not accepting new
admissions. For families who
need information about services
that are open to new clients. the
first step should be to contact
the Staten Island Boro Develop-

mental Services Office, 26 Du-
mont Ave.. Dongan Hills. The
BDSO can provide families with
case management, drop-
in‘respite services and home-
maker services.

The office also houses an in-
formation and referral service
which acts as a central directory
of all services tor the retarded
on Staten Island. Its job is to

‘match handicapped persons with

appropriate services and pro-
grams.

For more information, call
351-7701 between 8:30 a.m. and

‘noon Monday through Friday.

The following is a list of agen-
cies which provide diagnostic,
referral, residential and/or
treatment services for Staten Is-
land's mentally retarded and
developmentally disabled:

@ Association for Children
with Retarded Mental Develop-
ment operates a group home and
a sheltered workshop for devel-

-opmentally disabled adults. The

agercy can be reached at 356-
senq,

% Association for the Help of
Rotarded Children operates two
adult group homes and a Satur-
dey recreation program for
vuung adults. It maintains a par-
enis’ assistance committee.
Phone (212) 254-8203. :

® A Very Special Place, 241
New Dorp Lane, New Dorp, op-
erates a day treatment program
which includes clinical and Sup-

grams operated by COH include
~the Richmond Occupational

- Training in Clifton which pro-
+ vides educational and occupa-

tional

training for

- developmentally and physically
~-handicapped young adults ages
' 15% to 21: and the Seaside
School, based at South Beach

Psychiatric Center, for autistic
children ages 5 to 21. The agency
.can be reachec at 987-1764.

® Down's Syndrome Learning
Center provides infant stimula-
tion and preschool programs for

‘Down’s Syndrome children. It

also has a parents’ support
group. Phone 317-6277.

@ Early Childhood Direction
Center has an_information and
referral service, assistance and
follow-up for handicapped chil-
dren ages birth to 5. Phone 240-
4600.

® Eden II School for Autistic
Children provides classroom in-
struction. adaptive physical edu-
cation., speech therapy,
psychological and social ser-
vices, parent training, a Satur-
day leisure-time training
program and an adult training
program. Phone 816-1422.

@ Exceptional Children’s So-
cial Club has recreational activi-
ties including bowling, arts and
crafts, and square dancing for
ages 16 and over.

@ North Richmond Commu-
nity Mental Health Center Com-
munity Treatment Clinic, based

nort services for people ages 21" ™at Bayley Seton Hospital, ad-
_dresses mental health needs of

and over, and has a‘community
center with .- - a
cecreational/socialization pro-
gram for ages 18 and over, with
a special program for senior cit-
izers. An additional day treat-

ment program is proposed for .
this vear and could start by June

or July in Great Kills; applica-
tions are now being accepted.
Phone 667-1050.

® Catholic Guardian Society
operates a geriatric group home
for the aged developmentally

- disabled. Phone 371-1000.

& Committee on the Handi-
capped (COH), a division of the

for children ages.3 to 21. Pro-

. city, Board of Education, offers .
avaluation and school placement

kS

mentally retarded persons ages
16 and over. Clients are seen
individually and in group ses-
sions. Phone 447-3016.

@® On Your Mark ig a thera-
peutic recreation program for
developmentally disabled chil-
dren ages 2'2 years to young
adult. Activities are scheduled
after school, evenings and week-
ends. It also sponsors a summer
camp called Camp Tikvah.
Phone 981-1500.

@ Our P.L.ACE. School has
preschool programming for chil-
dren ages 2 to 5 with special
needs .in language. Speech,
movement, hearing and vision
and social adjustment services



Building 2, behind, is vacant.

also provided. Phone 727-1515.
® Elizabeth W. Pouch Center
for Special People. a division of
the Staten Island Mental Health
Society, at 657 Castleton Ave.,
Randall Manor, provides di-
agnostic and evaluation ser-
vices, individual and family
counseling, referrals, program
consultations and individual
school consultation. )

Early childhood programs in-
clude a diagnostic/therapeutic
nursery operating five days a
week for children ages 2 to 5
with development problems in
speech, motor coordination
and/or social skills.

There is also the Early Inter-
vention Guided Home Training,
provided on-site care hy a multi-
disciplinary team for children
from birth to 3 years with se-
verely delayed development. An
infant evaluation service pro-
vides evaluation for children un-
der 4 vears of age.

A school for children with
learning disabilities, ages 4! to
7, is conducted at the PS 25
Annex with the joint sponsorship
of the Board of Education.

Education for Adulthood pre-
pares the mentally retarded to
live in a community setting. The
TIPS program offers training in

parenting skills to mentally re-

tarded adults who have children.
Telephone number is 448-9775.
® REACH Program, spon-
sored hy the city Parks and
Recreation Department, pro-
vides recreation, athletics and
creative arts to handicapped
persons age 3 and up. Programs
are scheduled after school, eve-
nings and Saturdays, in addition
to a preschool session. Phone
720-1555. ‘

Building 1, left, is the administrative
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headquarters at the Staten Islan

@® Richmond Association for
the Developmentally Disabled
provides weekend trips, bowling,
theater, movies and restaurant
outings. Also operates a parent
support group. Phone 979-0294.

® Staten Island Aid, based at
Bayley Seton Hospital, sponsors
a variety of programs for the
mentally retarded, all of whick
include psychological and social
services, speech therapy and
training in self-help skills.

Programs include a preschool
for developmentally delayed
children; an educational pro-
gram. at 1150 Castleton Ave.,
West Brighton, for school-age
children who are profoundly or
severely retarded and multi-
handicapped, and a Saturday
recreational program.

The Stephen O’Halek Day
Treatment Center, 550 Bay St.,
Stapleton, teaches independent
living skills and provides pre-
vocational training to about 50
adults. The Mary Campbell Ellis
Vocational Training Center, 15
Bay St., St. George, provides
ocenpational training and shel-
tered workshaps to about 154
clients. Telephone-is 447-5200.

® Staten Island Chapter, Mus=
cular Dystrophy ‘Association, 78
Guyon Ave., Oakwoed, provides
referral services.

@ Staten.Island Parents of Au-
tistic and Developmentally Dis-
abled, 21 Iona St., Midland
Beach, provides a Saturday
recreation/education program
for autistic and developmentally
disahled persons ages 5 and up.
Also sponsors a Scouting pro-
gram, a parents’ support group
and a referral service. Phone
979:2993." . o
- @ Staten Island Special Olym-
pics provides training €htbs and

“sports” activities for.all handi-
capped people on a wegl'cly basis.

Phone  356-0901. - i
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@® United Cerebral Palsy of
New York City provides infant
stimulation, education, day
treatment. vocational rehabilita-
tion and home habilitation. It
operates two group homes.

® United Cerebral Palsy of
New York State operates a 50-
bed residential facility for men-
tally retarded adults, five
four-bed apartments and a 10-
bed group home for former Wil-
lowbrook patients, in addition to
a day treatment program. Phone
979-6220.

® Volunteers of America
Developmental Services oper-
ates 10 community residences
for mentally retarded adults and
operates a preschool and infant
stimulation program for devel-
opmentally disabled children un-
der 6 years old. Phone 816-9451
or 52.

@ Special Education program
-of Region VI located at 211 Dan-
iel Low Terr., St. George serves
school-aged children — 4 to 21 —
who have been certified as
handicapped. Services are coun-
seling, training: placement ap-
propriate to educational needs,
parent training, and education

_and referral.

The following parent support
groups are also available in ad-
dition to those affiliated with a
specific agency:

@® Benevolent Society for Re-
tarded Children, 698-1440.

® Prader-Willi Parent Group,
685-2546 or 767-6077. :

@ Richmond Occupational
Training Center PTA, 273-8622.

® Staten Island Parents of the
Hearing Impaired, 447-5003.

@ Talking Over and Under-
standing Children with Handi-
caps (TOUCH), 273-1613, .~

@ Tourette Syndrome Associa-
tion, 224-2999.



